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Early in the spring of 1889 in Tadkeshvar, in the distriet of
Surat in Bombay, two young men decided to go to South Africa, to
make their fortune. The story of South Africa, was still '
vivid in their imaginations. They heard in the local shop, men
talking about this country South Africa, where precious stones
were found beneath the earth, foodﬂand 1and was plentiful end
the ground was rish and fertlﬁe¥“\\Tw&gﬁmﬁﬁ%wwéy,'w

Cassim Agjee the elder of the twosbrotherswwas ‘married to a young
woman by the name of Mariam from whéf hé hiad two mitior children,
2 son Ismail and a daughterﬁ Rasool, Looking at the skeleton-like
figure of his wife and children made Cassim Agjee more determined
to go to South Africa. PFor him India had no promise, the rainé
had not fallen and the store of grain and other dried foods from
the last harvest had almost gone. Being a religious man, Cassim
felt it only right to consult God(Allah) of his decision and thus
asked for his guidance. The sound of the Azaan, given by the
Moulana calling men to the first of the five prayers offered to
Allah(the Most Gracious, Most Merciful) saw Cassim go to the
Mosque beggingffor guidance from God.

X g i;.‘ i B
In a few days ifter thic Cassim and Ebrahim left for South Africa,
the land that was to hold out a new life for them, Ebrahim was
also married to\Momin, by whom he had a daughter PFathima, who
were also left behind. '
After landihg in Dﬁrban, his hopes of a fairy tale land were
dashed, for in Natal just as in India, the British were in control
and the treatment of the Indians in India was still vivid in his
imagination, The prevailing attitude 1n Natal towards the Blacks
(including Indians) at that time may be Bummed up in the words
of one of its leading newspaper's editor - F. Honacq,Roae'
" The Asiatic like the Kaffir, the locust, East Cost “fover and
the plagues that make South Africa resemble Egypt in the time of
the Pharoahs is always with us.“q) Public opinion in Natal was
decidedly and at the time , violently anti-Indiar,” ‘The reason
for this was that the Indians proved to be very successfil
businessmen, mainly enderselling and drawing customers to their

L &, Pachau ) out ene Tudians  The  Evoius; o
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shops, much to the anger ofithe whites.

Thue Cassim's hopes of opening his own business were dashed,
since it was extremely difficult to obtain & business lincences.
To obtain & licence one had to go through a licencing officer
who had the power to refuse one licence and there was no appeal
against this, thus allowing Whites to cut down on the number of
Indian traders. o '

Thus both Cassim and Ebrahim went into private employment. Caseim
worked for Patrrydene Hotel which is still in Pinetown.

Early in 1894 desirous of seeing his family went to India, only

to find thaet his children passed awey. The following year a son
nemed Mohamad was born, While in India he married his second wife,
Urabia Hoosen Noorgat and she bore him a daunghter, Rasool.
Towards the end of 1895 Cassim returned to Natal, leaving both

his wives.and children behind. - After landing in Durban he went
into partnership with Tadkeshvarwasi named Ahmed Bawa Desai,also
known as A.E. Desai and together they opened a retail shop in
Northdale, «where they started trading. During the year 1898
Cassim'a -second wife Urabia and daughter came to Natal to join
him and they took up residence in Northdene., The year 1901 saw
the :b¥tth of another son, who was named Ahmed. Subseguently
Rasool ‘passed away during 1903. -

ot s

The 'years of hard work and gecrifice at last enabled the Agjee. :
family to go to Mecce on pllgrimage, the mission every Muslim looks
forward to. After performing Hajj they proceeded directly to .
India. Meanwhile Bbrahim, who was still in Natal also returned
'to India, While in India Cassim's second wife, Urabia passed
away and -the years of seperation between Cassim and his first
wife, drew them apart until finally it had led to divorce.
Thereafter, he married his third wife, Hafes, Ebrahim Noorgat,
widow of the late Essack Noorgat. She had a liktle son by him,
named WMohamed, During 1906 a daughter, named Pathima was borm
to Hafes, : - : ‘ .

During the year 1907 Cassim:.Agjee returned to Durban, accompanied
by his third wife, Hafes, their daughter Pathima, sons Ahmed

and Mohamed(by his first wife Mariam) and stepson Mohamed Bssack
Noorgat- ( son of Hafes fer from her previous marriage). After -

Ls



arriving in Durban another business was openéd in Malvern, also :E;
in partnership with A.E. Dessi, who was running the Northdend
shop and Cassim was in charge of new shop in Malvern. ZEbrahim
stayed behind in Tadkeshvar to assist his parents in farming
operations.,[ ‘

A1l of'Cassimié;children attended primary school in Malvern,
After a short but happy marrisge,¥%e Cassim's third wife Hafes
finally .passed away in Malvern in.191l, leaving behind son
Mohamed Noorgat and daughter Pathima.  Subsequently the partnership
between Cassgm and A.BE. DEsai was mutuslly dissolved, Ameds

father Cassim.retaining the Malvern business and Desai keeping

the one in Northdene. o

Previous to the foregoing, Mohamed, on leaving school, was sent
for a visit to India where he married cousin Khadija, a daughter
of his uncle Ebrahim., A few months after marriage he returned to
Durban keaving his wife behind with her parents. Shortly after
arriving in Durban he opened his own business in Umgeni Road,

His wife came to join him subsequently. A son named Suleman
was born to them. After trading a number of years Mohamed
paseed waway* , leaving+behind his minor son Suleman and Kadija.

During the year 1912, Cassim Agjee agein visited India accompanied
by Pathima and Ahmed, His business was left in charge of =
manager (the late Mohamed E., Nakooda),. While in India Cassim
married his fourth wife, Pathima Bhayat of Kharod end returned to
Durban with:her and son Ahmed and daughter Fathima, During 1913
"a son, Goolam Mohiyddeen was born in Malvern.

Subsequently Pathima was married to Moosa, a son of the Hafez

A.H, Moosa, He joined his father's business, but a few years
after established his own business lkmown as Enterprise Wholesslers
(Pty) Ltd., which was successfully conducted for a number of

years until his demise &n 11/1/62, His two sons, Mohamed and
Yusuf who were thoroughlygroomed in business by their late father
during his life-time, took over the reins and continued the
business., PFathima who was in poor health at the time passed away
on the 18/2/62 leaving sons Mohamed and Yusuf and daughter Hawabibi.

2. Y5 vegee OocuMenTs  oF  Tubeubueed \pcoue
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Mohamed was them married to e daughter of the late Cassim Jassat
of Pietermaritzberg; Yasuf to a daughter of the late .Ahmed
Seedat, a brother of Doctor K.M. Seedat of Durban and daughter
Hawabibi was married to Ebrahim, son..of the late Mohemed A.H,
Moose :of the Victoria Purniture Mart (Pty) Limited. . Ebrahim took
over the reins of the business after his father passed away in the
year 1940 and has worked himself up to be the sole properties
proprietes of the business, '

Meanwhile ‘Ahmed's stepbrother, Mohamed Essack Noorgat, after having
completed his schooling: was gent to India for a visit during
1920/1923 and there he married his cousin Pathima, only daughter
of Essop:Noorgat(his uncle). He did not return to Durban until
after approxmately 3 three years, leaving his wife Fathima. and
two minor .children, .son Ebrahim and daughter Maraim, in the care
of his uncles  After arriving in Durdban during 1926 he went into
private(enterprise) employment. - Meanwhile his wife Pathima
passed away in India leaving behind two minors. _ After a:couple.
of years or: 8o Mohamed again . visited. India and while: there -he:
married his second wife, Amina Pandar. Subsequently he returned
to. Durban, leaving his wife and two children behind,  He:then
went into private:employment,but shortly thereafter started his
own_ business in Stanger, . Pt I P :

A short while: later Amina, accompanied by the two minor children,
Ebrahim and Meriam, came bver to Durban to join him, After
succesgfully running his business for:a number of years he went
for pilgrimege, accompanied by his wife Aminas: On :his. return. -
from Mecta he continued to carry on his business very sucoessiunlly
for a number of years assisted by his sons. - .He did not enjoy
perfectrhealth during the last few years of his life and passed
away peacefully recently, leaving behind his wife Amiha, sons
Ebrahim( since: deceased) and Gori..  All his surviving majors are
happily married. ' After his demise the sons took over:the reins
of  bueiness amd are progressing very favourably. ‘
Owing:to ill health Cassim Agjee disposed of his business in - -
Malvern in 1923 and proceeded to India accompanied by his wife
Pathima: and son Goolam Mahiyuddeen by boat. Unfortunately .

T
T . . i
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Cassim Agjeé passed away -on voard--the ship in Bombey harbour
and he was‘tiried in Bombay. His Wife and son proceeded to
Tadkesvar(5/11/23). GooFam'Mohiyuddeen returned to Durban
during June 1925 and started schooling in Durban . In 1946 he
married Amina, daughter of the late Hafez and Mrs. A.H. Moosa.

Igsues: daﬁghter, Pawzia 30/9/42

son, Goolem 22/1/49
daughter, Rabia 29/1/53

davghter, Pathima and Khadija (twins) 28/4/54

' v gomy - ‘Hooden' 8/8/56

After a short illness Goolam Mohiyuddeen passed away in Durban,
on 13/12/57 leaving behind Fathima(mother), wife Amina, two sons
and four daughters to mourn the loss, Shortly after his

mother passed away in India on 4/9/73. .

Ahmed meanwhile attended the Durban's Higher Grade Government
Indian School in Carlisle Street (as it was ther known) and after
passing standard seven left to tzke employment with the wholesala
firm of A.H. Moosa and Sons as a general clerk, :sWhile at

the same time,faking part time studies in Accountancy. After
working for a number of years he proceeded td India in 1919 and
while there married Khadija, a daughter of the late Hajee and
Mrs, Suleman Moosa BEngar and returned to Durban W1th her in the
following year. . '

Shortly after returningito Durban he went into partnership with
Mr, A.E. Rawat(presently of Port Shepstonme) and opened a business
at Moguntia near Iziqolweni on the Port Sehpstone-wﬂardlng narrow
gauge line and is about midway between the two towns., The
business was run underthe firm name of Moguntia Supply ‘Stores
which was converted into a limited liability company durlngh
1926. Ap branch store was acquired and opened at Engabeni,
which is a few miles up the line and it was conducted uﬁder the
chargé of Mr., A.E. Rawat. Subsequently an amalgamation of ;
business, interests took place between the Moguntia Supply Stores
Limited and the White House (Pty) Limited of Port Shepstone which
lasted for a few years and was dissolved in 1934. The original

owner of the White House, Mr. M.E. Desai (now deceased) took over

the White Houde business, Mr, A.BE. Rawat the Engabeni store and



- FATHIM A
YUS U F Ldoughter oF Cassim feree

E Feom  tried  wire )
AG J I ‘ HAFE S EALIRIWM LSCACK  NOOR N

(s UF  AYesha and  Dowsoo
ER LA Him -‘HGIEE_)



Ahmed the Moguntia store; each one trading on his own account.

Ahmed ran his business under original name of Moguntia Supply
Btores Limited until 1944 when he disposed of it and moved to
Durban and acquired a business there, After trading for a
number of years he proceeded to Mecca for pilgrimage in 1953
accompanied by wife Khadija. Shortly after returning from
Mecca his wife Khadija passed away after a short illness on
23/6/54 in Durban, leaving behind three sons and five daughters
Yo mourn the loss.
Issues: 1) Eldest daughter, Ayesha, b 6/11/20. As mentioned
above she was married to Dawood Ebrahim Agjee of
Port Shepstone and assisted in her husband's shop
until his sudden demise im recently.
Issues: 1) Son, Yusuf, eldest, since married

2) Son, Mahomed, since married
3) Son, Yakoob, since married
4) Son, Moosa, gince married
5) Son, Wunus, since married

6) Daughter, Zainub, since married
7) Daughter, Nazeeraf}

8) Daughter, Narism, both unmarried and staying with

mother in Port Shepstone.

All sons are trading on their own account in Port Shhpstone and
are progressing favourably, except Moosa who is a qualified school
teacher and residing in Durban. Daughter Zainub is married to
Mister Ahmed Patel of Lenasia and is living there with her
husband who is a commercial traveller,

After the demise of his (Ahmed) wife Khadija in 1954 he married
his second wife Rasool,(on 23/9/56) widow of the late Mister
Cassim Mehtar and daughter of late Mister and Mrs. Hajee Ahmed
NMoosa Engar (incidently she was the first cousin of his late wife
Khadija)

Thus the Agjee family history have been traced to Ahmed Agjee ard
their success in South Africa is mainly due %o their hard work and
patience in a time when South Africa was very hostile to the
Indians, Thus one has to admire the Indian population as a whole
for the advancement that they made in their lives, |
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