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IN I85I EDNUND MOREWCOD ESTABLISHED THE FIRST SUGAR MILL ON THE

IGANTIC

T4 oA AT
.’.:-\I,- NUR

N
T
i

™

185

™

RELIEVE THIS SITUATICOR BUT HOWEVER T

ABLIBEHE

NEED TOR AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF CEEAP LABCUR, RICR T0O 1860

AB"UR WAS

HERE WAS

1. ]

TAS ONLY
SITUATION,

mMIT T

J Yol

MITT™ AMATIM
II ) Al

T MONTDNT BT ~ ATTTMTTD G o MPTITT DT M T WOTEN AT MTD ORTDR
A1 x.I' \)E --'&!--1:[-1 LT | TJ..J v MG H L TE_"; L1y A 31 W Al I 'l TH ¥ o
"R TVPROCITICN CF TPAYES W OGIIWY Ry M
' T L‘ ’ i N 1! L I s 111 ! 1 o

C

A

ZULUS

I

x IS Al
(4) THIS .i_"”’z’,lfTT_TAT_LY COMPELLED THE TARMERS AND PLANTERS TO ADDRESS
URGENT PETITICN TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL URGING THEM TO ACQUIRE
IMIGRANTS TLABCUR FROM INDIA. A3 A RESULT OF THIS LAWS I4 ARD IS |
F I859 WERE PASSED WITH REGARD TO INDIANS IMMIGRATION INTOC

RELUCTANCE ON THE RT OF THE NATIVES TQ SUPPLY THE NECESSARY

APOUR P°R THE DEVELCPWENT OF FARMS AND INDUSTRIES. ACCORDING

OULD FHAT

GAINST, THUS ABANDONING THE HOPE THAT

T AT

A

IATAL, THE NATAT CGOVERNMENT DISPATCHED ITS POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
V. COLLINS TO MAKE TH

BEGOTTATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AN AGREENERT WAS3

A 1T
AL TT.J!J 5

ENGLAND SHOULD BE ENC URAGED., 1IN I858 THE AMATONGAS
ROV PCRTUGUESE EAST AFRICA RE BROUGHT OUT IN AN EFFORT TC

'TEADY WORK AND F RTT THE

YOLD ALLEVIATE THIS LABOUR PROBLEM

g
=
)
st}
-

IONS IN NATAL

AL OF INDIANS IS CLCSELY LINKED TO THE EVMERGERCE AND

GROWTH CF THE SCUTH AFRICAN SUGAR INDUSTRY.

mT (afal Rolii] A BT MITTDT A M y ~ TR r = MTTT T AT 1 4 - o
'E COAST AND THEREAFTER SEVERAL OTHER SUGAR MILLS W

MTTD & A Ty 5 & -\ TTAGTTT MITTT .
_u4. ]_F 'PE‘LJ fUGhE I“DL». P.i ‘*d = T 4 ‘:'? e *"' '1‘3 rJ:.x ., 3

S A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN SOUTH AFRICA AND AT ONE STAGE
A REED FCR J0O OCO WORKERS ON THE FIELDS BUT THERE
6 000, VARICUS ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO RELIEVE THIS

IN I95I THERE WAS A NOVE TO USE CONVICT LABOUR. 1IN

L WERE SUGGESTINNS THAT THE IMMNIGRATION CF YOUNG MEN

T

—y

IS WAS ALL IN VAIN.

E LAROUR SHCRTAGE WAS DUE TC THE UNRELIABILITY AND

PAINER, "NATIVE MEN WERE QUITE UNACCUSTOMED T
TAGUEST GONCZPTION OF WHAT WAS VoA

E FORCED THFEN TOC WORK BUT THE COILONIAL

iLIABLE "LABOUR FORCE, SUGAR

T E NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS. APFTER PROTRACTE

—4

THUS ALLOWING INDIAN LABOURS TO COME TO NATAL,

TN N

()

)
g T

M. PALMER: THE HISTORY OF INDIANS IN NATAL, p.lI0.

NAIDCO: TH f‘M”_Ef} (1860 - 13980), p.33.




SOLLINS APOTINTED AN INMICRATION AGENT AND ARRANGED FOR THE X
ING OF THE FIRST SHIP WHICH REACHED NATAL ON I7 FEOVEMBER I860.
TFIS TIRST SHIP WAS THE TRURC WITH 340 INDENTURED LABCURERS ON
BOARD CORSISTING OF:
9”3 -
27 TN
o ( — ¥ arid |
T =
9 -
I0 - INFANTS
THE FIRST GROUP OF INDIANS WERE "F VARIOU ELIGIOUS BOMINATIONS,
FHBY WERE:
" .
-LOT o TT,.l _—'? L)
(8 = 3‘"1'11 ;.‘1—'-1_»;_'(
I - RISTIANS
It - MUSLIMS
"I - RAJPUT
~ MARATHEE
N PO S—
CONDITIONS IN INDIA
INDIA DURING THIS PERICD WAS TFACED WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PROPLEMS:
(I) BEVILS OF THE CASTE SYSTEM
(2) INDUSTRIALIZATIORN CAUSED BY BRITISH
el s
( 3 > AVINE
(4) DROUGHT
(5) LAND GRABBING
THE SUBJECT OF THIS RESEARCH PROJECT, DOMAH RUNGEE'S TFAMIL
COULD FAVE LEFT INDIA DUE T NE OF THESE FACTORS OR A COMBINATION
™ A NMADE
ol . A | o

DOMAH RUNGEE (5), PEING MY PATERNAL GREAT GRANDFATHER WAS A

#7]




CHAMAR "R CHAVWBAR. ACCORDIRG TOQ THIS
LOW IN THE SOCIAL STRUCTULE OF INDIA
THE URTOUCHABLES. CHAKAR OR CHAMBAR S

COBPLERS AFND WORKERS IN LEATHER, THIS WAS A WORKING CASTE AND
IS DERIVED FROM A SANSKRIT WORD WEANING WORKING IN LEATHER.
CHANARS WERE DISCRTMINATED AGAINST A CREAT DEAL IN INDIA EG.
"THE SCHTOLS MAINTAINED AT PUBLIC COST, WERE PRACTICALLY CLOSED

i \
PO SUCE TMPURR CASTES AS THR

L AND MABARS. {f) DOMAH

WAS: FPROM THE DISTRICT TF TUREHQQT IN BIHAR AREAT AND THIS
AREA PRACTISED A PORM OF WORSHIP CALLED RAIDASISH.

WITH TBE UADVENT OF BRITIS NPERTATLISM AND THE INTRODUCTION OF
INDUSTRIALIZATION, TRADITICNALY TIOME INDUSTRIES SUFFERE DOMAH'S
FATHER BEING CHAMAR WOULD HAVE ™OST PROBABLY WCREKED WITH LEATHER

AND COULD HAVE BEER AFFECTED INDUSTRIALIZATION.

TRDIA WAS "LAGUED BY A SERIES OF DROUGHT AND FAMINE WHICH COULD
r"'l

FAVE DROVE PEOPLE LIKE MY SUBJECT TO EMIGRATE NATAL.,

ANOTHER FACTOR WAS THAT WANY OF THE UNTCUCHABLES WERE FPORCED

INTC SELLING THEIR LANDS TO THE RICH. AS A RESULT OF THIS MANY
QF THEVM LOST A GREAT DEAL AND HOPED TQ START A NEW LIFE IN
NATAL.

PRDING TO MABEL PAINER, "THEE COMING OF THE INDIANS T0 NATAL

KO SPONTANEOUS UNCOETRCLLED WOVENENT OF ADVENTURCOUS
INDIVIDUALS SEEBKING A BETTER LIVELIHCOD THAN THEIR HOME COUNTRY

OF . a 4_-.41

GAVE THEM. IT WAS PART OF AN ELABCRATE SYSTEV CRGANIZED AN
CONTROLLED BY THE  GOVERNNENTS OF CREAT BRITAIN AND NATAL
(7) *THIS IN PACT CCULD HAVE BEEN ANOTHER FACTOR WHERE

IVNMIGRANTS SOMETIMES HAD NO SAY IN THE MATTER,

=

INDIA TO NATAL

LY STOPPED DUE TO THE

'R THE END OF THE ANMERICAN

THE EVIGRATION TO NATATL WAS
'RLD WIDE COLLAPSED OF MAR

CIVIL WAR. ALSO ANCTHER FACTOR DUE TO THIS

RECAUSE OF REPCRTS OF INDENTURED LABOURERS FRETURNING TO INDIA

PP R THOIR PERIOD "F INDENTURE, ' THESE REPORTS WERE UNFAVOURABLE

(6): G.S. GHURYE: CASTE AND RACE TN INDI4, p,I2

Bl B S

(7). ¥. PALNER: THE FISTORY OF IWDLANZIN NATAL, p.4.
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IT WAS ON I3 WAY 1876
483 «
S5
192 = WOMEN
79 — CEILDREN
754 = TOTAL
M TACR O ¢ T TN TN T 1
& o Al ' iy - -l
RUNGEE BEHARY (9) WAS IND 'C
A TLITTLE KNOWN SUGAR ESTATE CALLED 5
REING CI E NATAL SOUTH CQOAST IN T
DAY . AREA . »
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page 8

OF CNNTEACTS BETWEEN IMMIGRANTS AND EMPLOYERS. IT
THAT BACH INDIAN WHO CAME OUT AS AN INDENTURED LABOUE

HAVE BC GO TIVE YEARS

PLETE

NP NOT LESS THAN TEN SHILLIKG A
THEY WOULD RE ENTITLED T0 ONE S
RECEIVE FALF THAT AMOUNT AND CHI
OF THREE YEARS THEY COULD PURCH

PR

E

ERIOD FOR FIVE
HE ENTITLED
DICAL ATTERT

4 A A

THE REVAINING
OF INDENTURE TEEY

D FTREE NE

ATd

LODGIRG AR

* INDUSTI

SERV AT

IGE"
THEY

IAL
"NTH.

lag

S ——
A Wi s N 1)

t

POURDS. DURT?
FOOD RATIONSY
ALL PROVIDE

4

THEIR

TC (LY EI

nYy

WAS AGREED
LR ‘'WOULD
A WAGE

CACH

PERICD

TG,

E)

YEAR

HILLING EXTRA. WOMEN WERE TO
LDREN A PROPORTION. AFTER A PHRIOD
.SE EXEMPTION FRONM SERVICE FOR

PLOYER,

THEY WERECONTRACTED TC WORK FOR NINE HOURS A DAY, SIX DAYS A WEEK.
AFTEE A PE TOD ©F TEF YEARS IN NATAL THE IMMIGRANT WAS ENTITLED
T6.A FREE PASSAGE DACK TO TNDIA OR LAND EQUIVALENT TO THE PRICE
OF THE PASSAGE
SUBSRQUENT PLACES OF SEPTLENENT AND OCCUPATION
A\TTER THEIR TERN OF INDENTURE ~HAD EXPIRED WITH SPENCE AND COMPANY
THE RUNGEE FAFILY MOVED T° THE UMLAAS AREA, TPIS AREA BRING IN
FETWEEN THE PRESENT TOWNSHIPS OF UMLAZI AND CHATSWORTH. THE LAND
THAT THEY LIVED AS TEASYD., DOMAF AND HIS FATFER NOW WOPZED
FOR THE UMLAAS WATER WORKS ~POPULARLY KEROWN ASTHE "SEVENSTANKS?.
HERE THEY WERE INVOLVED WITH MAINTAINERCE EG. CLEANIKG FPILTRATION
TANKS AND CUTTING GRASS. ATPTER A PERIOD OF TIME DOMAH BECANE
A SIBDAR {GANG BOSS), A POSITION HE HELD FOR ARCUT TWENTY FIVEH
YREA®S, HE LIVED IN THE UNLAAS TILL HIS DEATH.
MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN

D WAH RUN"EE RIED MULLIAH, THE DATE OF THE NARRIAGE IS KOT
KNOWN (STENMMING FROM "HIS WATRTAC EX CHILDREN WERE BORN,
THRE? POYS AND POUR GIRLS. THEY BOYS BEING) BISESSAR, SEWTHAL
AND RAMPB RAN (MY CRANDFATHER), AND THE GIRLS REING, SURIA, SOCKIA,
GANGIA AND RAVDNULAREE.
SOGIAL, RELIGIOUS AND "CLITICAL ACPIVITIES
DOMAY WAS FIUENT IN THE LANGUAGES; ENGLISH, HINDI, TELEGU AND ZULU.
HE WAS THE I'INDI TEACH P THE LOGAL YOUTH. BUT WAS NOT

OLVED IN Al LITICAL ACTIVITY, HE WAS A POPULAR MAN AMONGST
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é Conditions of Serviee. !
! ; L ( ‘omditions ¢4 fo velxrn Passuge. i)
' Leriod of Service, The Fberant vbault by entfiled to ' froe relors 4
Five yours, pasage {o lmfh after imving complotod a-rdeldonca of é
l : ten yoars in Balal of wbich fve ymrs vhall b fne .02
i Kture of Lubor, dut ﬂﬁd sorvica yudes Indonisre, The Emigennt wmsl y
i Apriotliare, | oy for such ol posmgge within Swelve wouths |
| | :gw becoin le:ﬂﬂ«i :1:!‘1‘ o forfolt ig m:bb;m» i
| W, s Emigrant ot fexve wil a :
Nuwdor of Jav‘#‘ ::o e‘r:z;:.: iﬁ: f:::‘ﬁw is regnived written isense, B0 ficonse o leys ike  aball bo-
Six days ju the week, Bundays and Uolhluys exaopted, f::':“i e ﬂ".V &niﬁﬁlwuh:hu “;i“: 2 m
( Nunther of Auwra in each ds, during which the Emigrast is :f‘lfm ‘!";“;":t o 1”&9" gm:‘m ’“’ l‘k or t‘“
required to labor m-fuul cxira remmaeraiion, oM, :
Niuo hotrs bebwoen sunsiso and sunsst, * Deder lum
e Frop houu to live In and madlu{ stlondsting.
! Munthly or daily wages or tusk work vates. : Hation for an ndalt i menilned below,
Besides freo retions L 1 . (3] ollooks) d ﬂns dn!{ b! fnr 3 dﬁ}'i fa £he
For ven of 12 and upwanty winhsnm mio s9-foliows: a s du tew'of vioe, $ 50’ meal 2
First your 10 shilliogs wonthlyRe, 7 0 1. T Doll 4 ihu. 5 , W
Beeond ,, 11 W . - T2 e : Balt . i ib el
Tuid 13 o Al 18RS ; Sali fsh 3 I, {a polla. o
Funrth ,, 13 5 PR g i Ohevorofl 1N (18 o
Fink ,, w, PM L i{  humigranis undor 38 years i age wil} roeaini.hm-
The wowen are paid hall wages & minors in , propnstion, | fotribs of the above ratious, : v
| GX { R ST {172 : Ko U ol oK s ; ,
| J i T i vt |
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R. MACLEOD, M. D.
Protector of Znigrents,
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The first ship arrives:” The s.s.” Truro anchored off the
South Beach, Durban, on November 16, 1860, bringing
indentured Indian labourers to Natal.




SHAD 1108 A
VR Lo et )

Bodily Marks @é’.&'p /

...he having paid the Anunal License of (£3) Three Pounds

, sterling, as required by Section 6, Law 17, 1895, !
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This Pass expires on the
and must then be renewed.
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N

Jully understood by them respectively.

(MAN'’S)

CONTRACT OF SERVICE WITH INDIAN
IMMIGRANTS.
ge 3t Wemembered,

s
That on thie Jj day of (W
in the Year of our dord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty- Wé/——_‘
| ¢ £ = . (7 ’(\
Y ﬁ///o%mt/w Oy bl A1
and ﬂ . 4 ).
No. ’ ( Mtéé///of//

appeared before me,
// 7 3 7§ i /’/; Protector of Immigrants,
~D / S _ITU 3

and iR m_y presence sigred ( or made his mark ) to the following Contsact qf Serrice :—

The said ugrees to
hire the sercices of the und Im’:a ngrant anWIndmn Immigrant agrees to

rend-r the said

Indian Tmmigran

his services in the cupacd y (:f' Gencral Labourr/ fnr Five Yeuars, commencing on ‘he

/Jj/bf . day of s th the Year of our Lord

One Thousand Eight Hundred and WW

And it is further agreed betwecn the suid Purties, that the said Indian Dnmi-
grant shall be employed as above for six days in each week, save as in such Luw is mentioned,
and that the Rours of labour shall rot be maxe than nine howrs dmiy, “deSlveen dunrise and
xunxet, with a break of at leust an hour for

And it is further agreed betwren /tkc sored Parti'cl, that the said
/ ’%M/L LG 2 shall
pay to the said Indian Immryrant, as {uc}l serrant as afvresaid, wayes at and after the rate
of TEN BMILLINGS for the first year, ELEVEN SHILLINGH for the sccond year, TWELVE
SHILLINGS for the third year, THIRTEEN SHILLINGS for the fourth year, FOURTEEN
SHILLINGS for the fifth year, for the remuneration of the services of the said Indian Iimmi-
grant, and ihat such wuges shall be paid on the first d/a_//o[ each month.

</

And lastly, the snid
doth Aereby bind and oblige kimself to give, grant, and provide, to.apd for the said Indian
Immigrant, and for such family as may be allotted, good and comfoftable lodging, wholesome
and suitable food, and proper modical attendance and medicines, during the period for which
this present contract is made, and otherwise to observe and fulftl all the conditions and obli-
gations of the Coolie Laws of the Colony so far as the same are appl:cablc to this Contruact

and Agreement,
Nt hggre,

/ZWZ%(/ His Xmark.

The preceding Agreement was sigued by the abore-named Partics in my prescace,
on the day and year above written, voluntarily, the same being, as fur as I am able to julye,

OCLMW, -

Yrotector of Tmomiirants,
T.P. FAIDOO (ed): THE SETTLERS (e e 0), p.55
\ =]

ATt | ndnlited I 3 ) 3k — g =
o ko ot ANy ] N D By 18 Gl
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Indentured Indians are shown working in the cane fislds. Instead of the stipulated nine hours, they
were made to work eleven.
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This is a facsimile of the Certificate issued to Indians upon completion of five years of industrial

labour. The document was referred to as “Certificate of Freedom’ and failure to produce it

rendered ex-indentured labourers to immediate arrest and imprisonment as vagrants. The Passes

and the Certificates of Industrial Service were the two most important documents in possession of
Indians in the early days.
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Indentured labourers on becoming free, began market gardening, hawking or fishing.
born fishermen and took to this occupation with great enthusiasm.
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