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PREFACE

This project traces the orgin and experiences of my
grandfather, Patchai VMannaroo Chetty, who came to South
Africe as an indentured laboure¥. It covers the period

from I883 (birth date) to I964( year of his death).

It also vreveals his family 1ife and background. This
information pertains, also to most of the other indentured

Indains.

I have not been able to supplement wmy information with
many documents. These have , apparently been destroyed
during the I849 riots. I have relied more on books

(souce 1list page ) and interviews. However, of the
latter, I am sure we are all aware of its wunreliability

as a source of research technique.

The documents I started with to gain information was
Virasami "PAss to India" and was thus able to get

information from +the Deparment of Indian Affairs.

S Chetiy



IRDRODUCTION

The subject under present stdeis Patchai lMannaroo

Chetty who ceame to South Africa in I89I, at the age

of eight. He arrived on the ship, the 8.5, Congellas x.

He was born in the district of North Arcot in India

in I883. Although hardened at the delicate and impression-
able age of eight, 1in the cane fields, he has Dbeen
described as being a kind, friendly,. ambitious, determined,
humble, yet strict, guieg, 1loving father and gentlman.

His turban formed elink to Indian Tradition and the place

gf his Dbirth.

North Arcot 1is part of a city of British 1India and
is with 1in the presidency of WMadras and undef the
juripdiction of the governor of +that province. As we
see from the map of Madras Presidency (Page 2) it is
bound by the districts of Cuddapah and Nellore in the

North; by Chinglepet 1in the East; South Arcot and BSalem

in the South, and by Mysore in the West. According to =

annals of the Indsdn administration for I87I-72, the
population was 2007667 and the area of North Arcot was
I5I46 square miles. Though it is mountaineus and scenic,
little vegetation wds carriedeownbecause of the grainskeand
sienite present. But ikis abound in minerals— copper and
iron ores. However , the narrow valleys are fertile, STEE°
soil and sgboundant watzr supply even in the dryest
seasons. Grain, cotton, sugar cane and indigo are grown
here, Part of indigo is sent to the Madras market;

Cotton cloth is manufactured and o0il is wused locally

and for example&\)w\-
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i,

CASTE

Although it is started in  the copy of ship's 1list of
Indian Inmigrant that he belonggs to the "Ceddu" caste,

a counter —check 1in the history Department of.ﬂUniversity

of Durban —VWestville,ve¥eals that his brother and sister
belongeéd to the 0dda caste. This 1is an agricultural caste.
Those that do belong here are "an aboriginal race that
serve as agricultural 1labourers and navvies":. In fact

(odda) is a migeatory caste of earthworkers. The Odda caste
is also reffered to as the waddava class. Patchai has

the surname of Chetty which 1s a caste of "bankers,
shppkeepers, money lenders, etc. They correspond with the
Bhaniyas of Iorthern India. This caste enjoys a position
of cultural respects and civic power in modern India.

This 1is the high caste. The doubt as to which caste he
belonged to and the contradiction in both these castes,
could imply that he came down as one of the odda caste
and later assumed the surname Chetty. This was 2 common
practige. Unless the Chetty caste could have formed part of

Ceddu caste (Documents< page )

The indentured Indadns were Hindus of different religions,
localities and cultures. "Majority of the Hindus spoke

Tamil, Telegu and MWa}ayam or Indo-aryan lanuage":kPatchai

was Telegu spesking. Occupations decided émphasis on certain

castes and the deliberate exculusion of others. Those

who were excluded were the "poojaries" (temple Priests)

Scecdeo; b, Tadeakuwed Taden - - - -- 93 =30
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epers beggers policemen and palaguin earers. Thus
shopkeep s && y f I 1 :

this explains the move »agssume new names and castes.

Pgtchai arrived at a time when South Africa was experiencing
more overtly hostile attitudes and may legislations were
passed with regard to the Indians. “The latter was ostensibly
due to the fact that in I8393 the colony of Natal was
granted Responsible Gove%nment and to paralell this, Gandhi,
soon to be champion of Indians rights, arrived in S.A.“ )

The Indians were poss$ing now, agreagter threat in commercial
field ever., In the time of this arrival there were 598.
Indians shopkeepers in Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Inanda and
Ladysmith., There was a&so another successful group of traders
in Newcastle, Pietermaritzburg amd Durban. This 1is indeed

a far cry from the figures for the periods I870 - IB8&5

which shows that there was a total of 48 retail stores

in Durhan alone. (table I). Thus we see by the beginning %% \g40
aad ~ the late &eventeenth century, the Indians were looking
further than the fields of sugar cane, they were striving

for more +than the pittance earned. Not many chose,6 any -

more to re-indenture. ' Evidence is found in the Protector's
report that of +the 4548 1Indians in receipt of their
discharge certificates noné re-indentured as ZL;;L‘()fmrers.”2
Follewing this we notice that there was yet another demand
for labourey , thereby leading to other ship loads of Indians,

Patchai belonged to one of these,

Looking at +the conditions in India in the 1I880's and

being an adventurous ,yet gullible boy at the young age

of 8, leave us in no doubt, as to the reasons for his
coming to South Africa. According to Mrs. K. Chetty, Patchai's

daughter, he together with his brother, Chengal Royen:Cﬁ>ﬁf°QD
k. &oh&oj(\. A T e — I = T O e e 9‘25%
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and his I-year - old sister, Ammoo ranaway from India. It

is no wonder,- stories of the land "'"where fowls laid
diamond{ 'money was easy', 'gold could be picked wup in
the streets', *chilli trees bore gold', "Iood was pleantiful
and where ‘'frait hung in uneaten from the tree'" " would
cergainly sound like a dreamland to any poverty - stricken,
adventurous and ambitious yoﬁé boy. Many in his ©position
did the same  who came to South Africa to escape the
rigid caste system, the hzrsh, and hard lands< of India
who was ddndeveloped, stricken geriodically by famine and
ravaged by diseases. This was the picture of India in
the nineteenth century. Her home 1industries went on the
decline Ybecause of the importafien of British goods and
she did not have enough 1land to offer her people.

Many did come to make money and then return, others to
make money and stay, theugh, it should' -emphasised that

they did not intend +to stErt a settlement in South Africa.

He are all aware of the main reason for ibdentured Indians
labourers:— to work in the cane fields fillowing the
disastrous abolition of Savery in I834. Looking for a

hew source of labour, South Africa begame aware of the
flourishing sugar planations in WNauritius through the use

of indentuted Indian labour, and thus it appeared that

the “(the future prosperity of Natal seeped to depend

A
on the adoption of similar labour policy)"

Indentured labourers continued, to come at irregular intervals
sven after, 1886, when the world dzspression had affected
Ngtal Government decided to act against Indian immigration,

financial aid was stopped and impodition of 53 £ tax was

N

T,
implemented +to persuade indentured Indians whose indentured
L. Wapes Wy Tadden PCeofe N Ras=Rl D?S\o
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had eéﬁred to return to Indida or force +them to re-inden-
ture. But dmmigPation of the free Indians continued. These
entered South Africa at their own expenses. In 1897,
contempt for the Indians  ,rose so high ,that the gévernment
was Tforced te pass a law to prohibit the further entry
of Indians. However importation continued wuntil I9II

when the Indian government terminated the system of sending

indentuted ndians to Natal.

4

Although the natives outnumbered the white population,

they were not employed Dbecause they did not provide a
satisfactory and reliable Ilabour force. However they did
provide workers of a kind. "fhey were still in a stage

of subsistence economyf“ They could own land and grow all
they needed. However the hard work of the kra-l were
traditiopally done Dby women and the mea looked after

the cattle, fou htw and hunted, builts huts and did of\eer

tasks. The, . were & unaccustomed to regilar work and did

not understand the term,

"Contract of labour." PFuthermore if there were any trabal
functions they would 1leave their wotk without grant of
leave and without notifying the employer when they will
return s Conseguently 1lesaving the employer in the Ilurch,
_ Nl

Patchai was employed at the Natal Central Bugar Company
Limited. 1In 1I876 Captain Smerdon's Mt. Z=Edgecombe Estate

was sold to a Maguritian, WMr. Langlogis who at once built

Usine Ceavvale . T uwo ACeUS el y O P Sk

a huge mill there which was the, entirely of Natal men

purchased it and then, the first truly central mill %o

Operate 1in the colony was the Natal - Sugar Company Lid.

Dos\wq PR (\«\e i Doan o W TS N Nadad 06 4




This flater called the Natal Estates Limited, was the
foundling to the present concern at WMt. Edgecombe.

"Phis was the fiIrst successful application to the sugar
production Natal over the next few years."\.The Indadns
where employed to work in the mill-yard, to carrlg Dbundles
of cane from the railway siding and 1lasying them on a

leng tray feeder. They only possessed five yards of

3 penny calico which was divided -egually between loins

and cranum.

This company practised the stracted economical programme
5.8

as will %®Be seen a8 1in the follawing extract from

"Valiant Harvest."

Salaries and Wages for I880 - IBBI - £31.486 150

Salaries and ‘ages for I83I - I882 8082 I36
Rations for Y880 - 1881 5615 IST
Rations for  I88T - 1882 3136 166
Interests for 1880 - I88I 1632 I78
Interests for I88I - 1882 856 105

However these differences do not imply that the mills
efficiency in as much as the mill earned was effected:-
Season I880 - I88T £24 000

Season I88I - I882 £26 000

From 1890 +te@ 1908 we see that production: rate of sugar
is from 750 tons to 2 000 tons (Appendix I). During this
period the majority employed,:®the caneiﬁt?; Indians.
Gradually after 1I9I0, the employers began ta see the

advantages of using African RXabour to that of Indian Labour

(Appendix 1II).

. Ostloon, RE., Volicak Nevruedk Py 78
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In the period 1964 - I965 w see that a very small
percentage of Indians were employed. The case of Indian

employment also declined Dbecause efforts to mechanize,.



CONDITIONS OF WORK Aws Like There=fier

It was not an uncommon pracfse for the Sugar Indwystry

to employ Dboys without any age restrictions. Patchai
himself was indeatured at the age of 8. UWUnlike the

coal me mines which only employed Dboys over sixtecn

years of age. These 1two sites < employment also differed

on the conditions of work. Conditions on theﬂ Sugar Estates
were most hnorrifying. The labourers were overworked
mainourished and Rived ‘in degrading and squalié% fonditions.
The c¢oal mines tried to offer better conditions. There

were hwe however 1in bvoth situations, high incidentsof
occupational and enviromemtally reddated diseases, VWomen

were also employed on the sugar planations thus degrading
their position and status jand causing them to neglect their

homes and children,

Patchali was under contract, firstly for three years and
thereafter for another two,. Later he indentured for
another five years thus making himself entitled to a free
passage back to India or to Crown Land to the value

of the pessage money. He chose the latter. Thus at the
age of eighteen he was given 1lease of a piece' of 1land
an Clsirwood. (Aprendix III). A few years later he bought
land in Cato Manor where he and his family lived until
the 1I949 riots. On this land , he cultivated vegetableg

and fruit with which he supplied the Durban Market.

The

The 1949 riots began on the II January I949. The Africans
began rioting, destroying the lands and homes of the

] o roaeMe, it
Indians. Fatchai- house was alsc burnt down &agéh his source



=
of income - his cultivations,=nd his documents. However

none of his fauily had been injured amd or killed.

"Even Dbefore 1948 there were clear signs of a growdng
digsatisfaction among some of the non-whites in connection
with the political dimpotesnce and eénonomic backwardness," .
Their dissatisfaction grew steadily and finally Dbroke

free in Janaury I1949. On the farst of May I95I, all
blacks were called to stay =away from workk, At the
beginning of 1I953,,the Government passegd laws to deal with

the resistamce and riofs,-~ the criminal law amendment act

M

and Public safety att. However, these acts did not syop

the riots. In I956, delegates of thes different race
groups held a meeting - I56 people were arrested,
among them many of the leaders. #0 Riots Dbegan again

in 1859, This was stopped in I960 when the police were
called in.

According to Mr. Patchai Kistam Chetty the rioting had
started the men folk of Patchais househéld had Dbeen

at work and on returning, discovered that the women

and childern were in g panie sifate, Later they were

taken by car to a friend's house Mr. L. Naidoo.

Theothers had to hide ing +the %bushes i1l they were fetched
by the police, For +the following three jears the family
lived at a friend's huse in Westville., During this period
the members of the Chetty family were able a save enough
money buy a house in 45th avenye, llayville. FRe From
here each of +the thirteen childern got married moved

to areas amd these include: Chatsworth, Park Rynie, Silverglen,

lerebank, Reservoir Hills and Sea cow Lake.

. Mu\\&;c.c;—s‘.
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Patchai Mannaroo Chetty married at the age 1I5 to

Kaly in JI9068. In I909 their eldesg child, WMannar was
born. The other I2 childern are Coppsamy, Manikum, Kistan
Nagamah, Sendlar, Naraisamy, Govidamwma, Balamima, Virasaui,

Kanagarathnum, 3igamoni and lastl Thevanna.
anag $

It was in this huouse 1in 1Iiayville that Patchaili past

~way due to o0ld age. He died peacfully at the age of
8I in the year I1964. His wife Kalpwho -entered DNatal as

a Free Indian died at the age of 86 in 1876, at her

son's home in Silverglen. They are survived by their

I3 childrenend ¢'\°‘““§ cémé'c«\é\ =\5ee,é; BMAC‘\'\L\A"QO‘
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APPENDIX TIIX

IRTERVICW

SUBJECTS: Patchai's FeartForth Son

Mr. ¥istan Chetty; Taylor, 6& years old.
JQUESTION: How many years wasg he iadeantured for?
ANSVER: At first, three years and later another2; thereafter
he had gained soxe land in Clairw-ood. A few years later
he bought 1land 1in Cato Nanor where we stayed till every-

thing had Dbeen destroyed in the I%49 riots.

QUESTION: Can you describe the Riots?

ANSWiIR: It began on II January I989,,It was sudden;people
were turning and ASricans wefe burning crops and houses.

We (men) were at workk that @oYk; when we came home, everthing
was at a stand still and the women and children were

in a state of panic., We wused the <car to take theam

to a neighbour's house (Mr. L. Naidoo), the rest hid in the

bushed untill the police had arrived.

QUESTION: How many childern did he have =and can you

name them.

AUSWE I3 - 7 boys and 6 girls.

I. Mannar (74 yrs) 8., Govindimma

2. Coopasmy g, Virasanmi (58 yrs)aal
3. Marnkium Io. Balamma

4, Kistan (68 yrs) II. Kanagarathum

5  Naganmah I2. Sigmony

6. Soundzla I3. Thevannag

7. Nairainsamy
QUESTION:

What kind of person was he?

ANSWiR: Kind, strict, gentleman, humble, pleasant, amibitious,
determine.

QUESTION:

After the riot what had did your family do?

NSWER: The house Dbeing burnt down with all our pessessions,
could offer nothing. For 3 years we stayed 1in Vestiville at
- a friends house and magaged :0 save enough to buy a

Nouse in 45th avenue in ‘iayville.



QUESTION: What did he di-

ANSWER: He died of old
1964, I am not

JQUESTION: How

of

age,

sure

old wawg your

and

which year?

I think he died in

mother

ANSWZR: She was about 86 years.

THANK _YOU

1363 or

when she died?

-
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