Tabde g Conlerfe.

Paae

2. Cofheal - Cop of hps Cat o/ Joham ummgrant
3~1 Q;seacﬂ
0 W% Pass Ack.

1. Qe_ge_arc@

12 . "%I;Qm%mf%y

(U', D

T r'mm‘\gvor‘w'o“ % Petlamn Qag\ﬁﬂz\ "o

Imuth M [y
\

1283

' Nmbeos >
16398



Aokaowjéléaméﬂf

T s o Qchw@jée s ?ff wcioTion To The Deosrdrenf
¢ dehoo Adars, Toe Dot frer cavalone g

To make my reseacd Al -Tc-l'o s 1o Trank TBe
Depodment ¢ thsfn ot Tme Unnsreih - o/ Ducban
Wewblle, safeciofl. fofesece Bama. ams rarm. Mesioe
d(y et axeistance oot fe Nums woae aulagble

o me. T wial alee 12 Pork My mctber uo— o

Mis . P. % CM}/ l'ﬁﬁ-ﬂ.ﬂ%) o, 5}5':;:? /énhcn.fb s
it me relohing wfiad $Be ke abeyt wi subojedt .
T awd  sad c:ﬂ.gz fo&::x.u;e T ecas nable To centinge,
mys reseac 1ot fre s 9/ My oLova anc.gglusb

because 55 re el fef V"}/ @Tdﬁﬁh_mpkgwq;

2 month ago. He hed Ris bead o felf 2ng Lis b

fis pest, bul R wnl ity © el detried
nnte)/. | | ‘ - .

Tmusb s acknadedge fhe tmma\:e‘be%?
At ¥ ) e '(VLGJ- T ex_lbenenced irs Hoe
c PEcen o v esencB, -

1 dlso faee o adnul ol e

My wlensiews. TR s hp= Q

oXnAcy "y

L T



e mﬂN lpk ‘T:ENMTIVE
+ g Biveie 24

. v

u

m,“j¥Q4965

5 A TUAEREKA N
STREEXSVERTICHNGRR0ICER

9EPART*€@?1H?T¥§BTAN AFFAIRS|

REFIRENCE_NUMBILREPARPSHE R/ inda1801 ERSAKE |

- CERTTIFICATE,

COTPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN TMMIGRANT.

Serial Number:
Celenial Number:
Date of Arrival:
Nmme of Ship:

Name:

Father's Name:

Aéé:

Sex:

Cmoste: . .. §
Height:

Next-ofiKin:

If married, te whom:
Dstrict:

Talug:

Village:

Bedily Marks:
Smallpex er Vaccinated:

Reparks:
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113

36721,

3rd OCTOBCR, 1888,
"BARQUE UMVOTOY
CHENGI,

Pettigan,

6 years.

Girl.,

Vedda.

Arnse,
Karigalputhu.
Vaccinated.

Nil.
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(1) &)
aptly

The quotatiormaRy stated stated by Dr _Mabel Pslmer sums

up te-very succintly the Reason for the coming of the firss
INDIARS in Natzl in 1860. The coming of the Indians to Nat=
al was no spontaneous uncontrolled movement of zdventurous
indivuals seeXing a better Iivlihood th=n their eea country
gave themn, It wes part of an elaborate system organized

and controlled bty the Gederment of Gre-t Britain., But after
my interview into a person who whko enlightened me on my per=

sonal reason for her feomly comingto Natzl , I have my>2935§f“ﬂuﬂs

shous 1in stating thet the*;pigration to Natzl fron India
did not have in their wwd@'Ide: of a better life,

The infant colony of Natal hzad great minerzl and agricult=
ural possibilities. There wzs coal in the Northern disrt=
ricts In the uplands maoize showed promise of developimg
into an important crop.krrow, root, indigo, cottom, and sug=
ar seedcane were promiging crops on the coast, but sugar
finally led the way to a bright future, when Edward Morewood
planted the first cane in the Umilali about 35 Miles north

of Durban, ke initifiated a period of pospepity for Natal

tn the sugar industry. Eight years later it is reported
that Nztal was producing 500 tons of suger.

3941 the mo ingredients for a successful industry wescpresent,
but one-land for sugarr.planted wszs sufficient.experience
and money was also svsileble. Even the first rnk was op=
ened in 1854, This is an inddécation of the greszt potenital
that the sugar industry offered but to be exploutated to

the fullest, the gquestion of labour potentizl was also pre=
gent in abundance, In 1850 the white population was in Net=
al 5000 and the zulu popuzation was between 90 000 to 100000
Zuluts were found to be unstable and not possessed by the
necessary agriculural skills.

Tee restoration of tribal authority by the method of segre=
gation adas and retrobalzation, allowed for the africans

t0 maintain their tradihonal, subsistence econony. This
policy resulted in the fact that 300 000 lzbourers in the
ih the colony in 1857 only 6000 africans were available,
This wzs the psychological attitude by the whites that man=
ual below wos to be done by the non whites that created
the problem of the shortage of labour.

The experienceof the sugsr, producines territones indicated
that the Indian labour was for superior,
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This situation resulted in lenghty negotiations and petit=
jons from the colonists to the court of directors of the
british court & the british INDIA cempany, the secretary
of the Statrs for the colonies and the goverment of India.
Eventually in 1859 Ratal was able to pass legislation for
fhe importationd of labourers from India. William Collims,
postmaster general of the colony, made a study of labour
conditions in Mauwritius two ships, the kelvedere at Calcutta
and the Truro at Madras were chartered. The truro dropped
anchor at Durban on Priday, 16 November 1860 and it landed
340 Indians. This clew consisted of 197 men, 89 women and
54 children. Among these passengers were 101 Crentos, 78
Malabars, Col Christians 10 Muslim, 1 Rajput and 1 Marati.
Pen days later the Belverede landed 318 persons, composed
by 68 gardeneers, 61 Brahmins, 25 worriors, 18 dairymen,

16 pigrearers, 14 fruit-growers, 14 clerks, 8 herdsmen, 7
boatman, 6 leather workers, 5 police-man, 5 laundryman,

6 oilpressers, 4 ironmamagers, J traders, 3 undertakers,

2 barbers, 2 hunters, 2 jewellers, 1 condectioner, 1 weaver
amd 5 messengers.

It can be deduce@& from the polygot assortment of skills,
that the Indians who come to Natal were not specialists

in the growing of sugar. My subject her family also left
India to plant sugar which the was not trained to do.

These peole were absorbed by other europian bussinesses

in different parts of the colony. These labours came under
econtract.

Accordingly laws 13, 14, 15, were passed authorizing both
Natal Government and private lessons to indent labour from
Indian law 14, Law 13 dealt with the introduction ofimmi=
imigrats from territories east of the Cape of Good Hope
but not from India. Low 14 dealt with the introduction

by +the agoverment $6 Nad of immigrants from territories east
of the Cape of Good Hope but not from India. Law is enabled
persons to introduce at their own expence, immigrants from
India. Of these laws, law 14, the Government of Natal
advanced all initial monies required of to start the
importation but the employe s of labour were required to
repay 3/5 of the whole cost involved during the time of the
first assignment which was valid of three years and a
further fifth per yearfor 2 years on re—assignment. In
section 9 of the law, every Indian immigrant labourer was

at liberty to hire or dispose of his services or to change
hig residence after the 5 years of indenture. He was then
decmed to be as free as and unrifettered as any unindentured
labourer in the colony. Section 24 provided for the right
of return of passage. Free after ten years residence

in the colony. Section 28 started that if 24 was not wanted
help the person would be entitled to grant land equal in
value to the cost of the return passage. The immigrants
signed no contract, but put them marks under a written state=
ment, This tells us why and how the first Indians arrived
in the colony of Natal in 1860,



(3)
I had the task of interviewing my mothersin-law, Mrs P.

Chetty who told me the story of her mother-in-law who had

come to Natal to work on the sugar plantations. There

werelimitations in my »etaedive process of collecting inform=

ation as my relative was enable to furnish me with vivid

details. Her husband, son my subject was a reporter for

the leader and the Daily News. Mr P.M. Chetty earned great
repute and also was very unbrested& in the roots of his ancertors.

My subject CHENGY cahe to Natal with her father and brother. Her

brother Moonsamy onsamy and father Pettigan left India because they

were lured by the exuting prospects that the Natal Government

offered.

)My information gathered from Mrs P. Chetty was verifird by

)

)
)

the certificate-~ a copy of the ships list of Indian Immigrants.
The senal number allotted to my subject was 113 and her col=
onial number was 36721. Chengi was one from a famlly of 4.
Her father, mother, and brother Moonsamy. They in the district of
N. Arcot. In Arcot her trade earned out by my subject and

her family was pottery. PFrom the account that I received,

the bussiness making, clay pots was very interesting yet
demanding., This family found that at the beginning bussiness
was flourishing. The father owned two machines which

enabled him to make the pots. Unfortunately this bussiness
did not last long because Pettigan, father and Chengi found
that he had to contend sith toc much of competition. A
neighbour of his also decided to join the trade of pottery
consequently my subjeets family were at a disadvantage.

This family, consisting of Pettigan the father, lMoonsamy
the elder brother and Chengi the only daughter, decided
that the current recrutary of immigrants to South Africa
was an ideal prospect to win back some of their confidence
and popularity. They initially came with the idea that
they could continue the trade of pottery in S.A.,but on
arriving realized that the demands in South Africa was for
labourers in the sugar industry. The mother, who came could
not pet, decided againdt coming to South Africa. She
preferred to fight for her survival in India where she felt
her life belonged to coming to a strange and evil land.
This resulted in the 6 year old Chengi and Pettigan and M
Moonsamy arriving in Natal on the 3 October 1888. This

was 18 years after the first batech of Indians came to South
Africa on the ship called " BARCUE UMVOTO".



By subjeets father Mr Pettigan sighned the contrzct zccor=
ding to the lawm 14 as an 1ndentured labourer. It was re=
ported to me that he did not go through =ny elaborate sys=
tem of sighing the forms of = contract. He had the simple
» togk of placeny his finger print on a partculsr space on
the contrzct,’

In my report, I was given to understand thet the conditions
on Umvolo were not pleasent.., . Chengo hsd her ordezl of
being serparzted from her father, =znd Erother. She had t0
remsin mBinly wit h the girls of her zge., This she Detested
because being a shy girl she wos bullied into doing = lot

of chores on board the shipy

Other difficulties that they experience 7 on the ship was
that they were huddled together in the ship as there was
ingufficient space. My interveiw recalls one death that

was related to her by her mother - in - law. It wz=s the
death ofa young girl as sherenot more then 4 yesrs old

who was infested with sores. At first pezple brushed it
agide with the idea that it was measled, but lzter this sore
vecame infested and the child sat in the corner of the desk
serating and moaning with pzin as the infection spread.

ihe doctor on board could not provide relief for the little
girl who died z few days before the ship reached +the port
Natal, I was forced to believe as being the truth fron my
readin Zon on the subject Ifound that disecsewas rampent

and desth fregquent. Ships records show 180 deaths on board
during 1860 - 1866 =nd 67 between 1881 - 1882, Also on the
voyage, within the indians wzs the constant fear of sew sex=
ualw;ssuamt,from the fellow imigr-nts s well as the ship.
crewy.

The UMVOTO arrived at the Nztzl port on the Frd October 1888

Chengi Pethgen ceme from the caste the Vedda.
This caste system was o result of the comrlezity of the
Indian economic and social system. Various groups of people
were grouped according to locsality, race, profession, or
religion. The caste or Tati did not develor derectly out
of the four Aryan castes, or varna and d the 2 system are
)not comvletely harmonious. Under the Jati system in each

) village there are @ dozen or more castes. Each caste
consists of one or more families. ZEach caste had = hesdren
or a council which nakes meny fasic decisions regarding
the benhavour of the families which belonged to it. Caste
council had :ower to unish members of the czste of for
the rules. Outcasting is the most severe -unishment.
Caste rules cove: gocial behaviour, spcisl contact narnege
occcupation snd tituval yractices. Eacé,caste tends to follow
& common occu-ation, such as wez¢ing or cirrentry. LNy
subject therefore belonged to the caste which consisted of
potters. FYveryone is the villecge is well =ware of the
echected vehaviour for each czste group.snd rublic opinion
enforces the rules.
The caste ivides the village into compartments. The vilage
is @lso a significent wnit of the country. The individual
apzrt from belonging to a cnete belongs zlsc to villare,
Iy subject and her fawcily .czne form the villar-e of K. RICAL=
FUTIU. Village loyemty is o rerked faih;gvTe Mindu life.
from my intervews I gathered that the typiczl village is
comrict with dwellings ludllled together 1o he ecconomicelly
seli~sufficient. 1t »oe clso re orted that the villnge

- provices the lerger framework Ifor the individuvsls sociszl
‘herizons. iy subject 2dn cnd fanily hove reported to nmv




interviewe= that they felt very secure-~and needed in their 1
ovn villege. The vil.z e urovided for their Basic needs. o
It wes aleo steted that like the caste, the village zlso

held the loyalty of the Indizn.

I also hained thot eschk vullage had a hecdmen or a council

to zdministe tiie trzditional folk lew. They aw to that
customs were followed that inter.caste Jyuscrrels were

s-ttle d and that the unity the village wis nreseved .

This was the explanation that I recees on ccking about

the type or caste and village that my subject came from

I am forced to ac: that today however the case transrortation
and the spread Western Idezs h:ve ex osed the village to

new ways doings things there has been a mard growth of
indivicdualism and oprortunity for the induvduzl to make

his decisions.

My enterviwee also talked on the importance agricultive
in India. The major maniestations of Indian social 1life,

?
are baced upon relision and sre structured into the pattern
of agranen life. =molidays and religious rwerformsnces it
was zaid fall into & rhthm which is seasconal.

There is zn inlimate connection between beliefs and the
rituals which are desinged to enrich agricu. ture. 7TZ The
role of the surernaterasl, 1 waz given 1o believe, in Inda
Indian life is strengthened by the importances of the
supernachnerol to hzrvests.¥ke The subject was zs concerned
with her relstionship to nature to the God as she was with
her relationship to men.

From the above information that 1 guthered sbout the village
and caste that my subject and her family bvelonged to I

can now imagine the type of change 2 metsiror-hice that
they must heve under gone when they s:me to Soutn Africs

in 1888, When the families came to Natal, with the strong
sualities cof velonging and unity they expected to be k=pt
intent as a femily. This was alvo cne of the sti ulshous
in inceifured l:ibour. 'y subject when shie arrived with
her vother lonsemy end father -ethran she was slormed at ho
differnte in velues and i.elosy. The Natal did not try to
keep tie femilies intalt, but rether serorsted, ar ed it
suited tlieir convenience., My subjects snd her fauily
revorted thzt they has asked for a small sum of money t; be
cdvanced to him to meet their immcedizte dewands, This
money was ceducted from their wadses. This resiudted

in their esrmny hordly smy meney for the i et few months
service.,

After my subject =znd her fzthe:r and brother were =zctignned
to & fari in the Vount Edcecomt Area. This was clcse to

the fhenix =rea, where they wcrked on tle sugar planations
%¥hen I enguired c¢fter lLow these indentures labourrers got
to their plcces of employment I gathered thst they had to
walk the love distance to get there with then they eaorn<d
also their smell belonsings which meant so much to them.

I weg not able to escertain the name of my subjects employer
but I gathered that when they got to their pleces of emplyment
they got thad to face the task ol »huilding huts. Wwhich was
made from grise and wottle. The conditions of these huts were
very poor especiazlly during the r-iny season . I also have
recorted that the family of my subjects hzted tliese homes
because they were so umcomlortable a2id cold.



My subjects and her brother and father all worked on the (¥ /F
' fields. They were used to working in ganda. The father worked

* on the fields with the broth r. Changes my subjects at the

" beginning stayed at home and although she uses only 6 years old

- she had to work at home. The usually ccoked mealie which ‘Gg
wag about the best meal that they could afford. The family
enjoyed the new prospect of fish, They favoured theordin ry
tamatoe chutnies rice and mealie meal with dieed fish or

shrimp. When her brother and came back home they were exhausted
Seldomly tliey even noticed the meal that she prepared. A

girdar the person who was incharge the laboureres on the field
very rudely rang a bell to get the employees up. The employer
was called a sahif and he mdde great - demands on the times

of his employees., If the employers were not working on the
planations then they had to help the sdhif at h:ss house.

My subjects from her reports to mu interview repcrted hovray
helped the sahif in the kitchen to wash dishes and clear

onto the diningroom. .

If the sahif was good the hours of work would be in s accordance
with the resulations. The regulations only stated that they
could work for hours a day . hey working hours usually ended
‘after 12 hours. In some rare ceses the laboureres were given
time to cultivate the land around then huts. This was-used

to plant vegetables, lentils and flowers. Sometimes the
labourers worked on Sundeys which left them 1lit. le time for

family life and personal needs.

®he housing conditions e were very poor. The employers lived
in Huts that were collectively called barracks. Sanitary
conditoins were very poor. The ares around the huts was
surrounded by rubbish end human excrement. Not only were
the houses in poor conditions but also the roads, pavements
pathways were in a filthy state. The Indians on the estates
were much critized for their use eépecizlly of the lacteries.

ey The Whites sccused them of being unhygienic and zlso
stated that the indians e were used to s uatting in any aveilable
space. This I feeel was an affair judgement against the Indians
whom I feel had little option but to do what they had to.
Housing was very poor and wanting. ZProper sanitany system
were not provided. The indenturedlabourers were promised
g "rosy2 life with the convenienecy but when they actually
boed on the estates, they realized just how jullible they
were. The contract which they sagned now being them to a
speciic period of service. There was little use to complain
to the authorities who seldomly heeded their cries.

The seek were not atiended to. Eventhough the contract
stipubated free medicial service this in effect did not
operate. Ilospitals were inadeguately eguipped. Staff was
short. The sexes were put together. Infectious diseases
were not sevaraled. %his system made the hospital up
equally uncafe place to visit. Cremation was not all,

Some workers were able to tolerate the conditious of

indenture but the weak commitied suicide, sore absconded

while others went on strike. Ileavy punishement wzs 1inflicted
on the rebels. If he wanted to take his complaint to the
magistrate it was imprsctical because they were not sllowed

to leave their estzte without the permission of the master.
This therefore die not solve the »roblems of the farily

which I dealt with., Fersistent .

My subject, Chengi Fethgan marned a sirder first, but this
marncge vac not *ef legalized. She re-orts to have had a
-bad experience with the Sir ar =id then ranwoff. The
altimately went and lived with her brother hgonsgmy Pethgan
'8 in tle household shores, and adoccusion this time legally

- L I 2 241 el 2an AL n e mmanmn Sl e ~ann




)

% thﬁe cauae oy Re grndm ) g:u}bﬁﬂtm
L CGona®l_ Re oo Toaians , eop. U &
cx\;ee,\ “?a.mqe; 4wdkau\.s ,(Jrge,) Uf‘ CM/ < ﬂ:demfued,

ﬁ&&q&?@ﬂ "’%M“‘M/W@@M%}
==Y Me  <onhments “ et cQlerypu,m, é,,
u,—iere\uted\}/ﬁe-cqmﬂ_%% S , e
Soudb Afca as Tndesdwed laba e ceme Ty,

:Ebwt resecc-f>  afe ety " Al
a‘o\e—z@ asceda vt RZ4 de gz«a - g 3 oD

'd-l.dld' X ahm
Wa& a vey— % cEmushhihon o gl .
fo= Sl ““&“"% Rk prevaied Fwd:r:"ﬁ

WWM o fRe \des —Rn;!'_-@

[

Sew I, ~Seb ffea, fiz © Be thoupal To
fie '%@Mm ence s fne Qnd\ou W —_Qe,q’ecl

on Apfawd Mty B sk 5 el
W’ma%—% P
o /ﬁouo:q, codibulos & abab v el g

waecmvue -
a.‘Ldeda_;Q—guﬂ D B Ao e ﬂvuﬁj-ow-d

ate W eve 6 e '
wead vl orel reasRed hor té;:Feo:la ,QQQ:;}H f&‘b
e s 50 Leme ek £ Loe o cxdld

ad Aelermied oneaho s C@ e sacomac

n lives. end i ce '
e ol S5



Pass under Act 17,1895
MO. o30% D

Plﬁb THE TrDlasa IMM'G“NT

—— — — — e . r —— — —

Cotowal Numesn

B@D\LV MAZKS o o e e o

HE HAVING PAID THE AnmuaL Licence or(ks)
Thows Raimps  STERLIMG A3 eEungED By
SECTon G, Law T, 1995,

LIS PASS XPoes ey THE —— — - — —-

Tssuep By Tux

R.M, ormce o e e it e e v e =

e 190, Qm_




N h

M.~ sublect CRengl lia=ad Nadal W fie ;hrugd witer tRe
Mealal Gzruz.m.men.b /:uasa::“ !ul'nd-wa_lecafgﬁq&c“ argyennd b

gn.d\a ns becayuse e/ rmhnf' ot v ags"ah,on aer The
Years. Yo ep, the Rafio Z-td&d: “was faber e
om. TRe 4nduns 1 Nehes] .

I wie At ol e no‘b"%d b:l! ]
. I ‘Qat:& eau-oed LI

/Cl};e Sutswlers U Mbruders e 7 lgq e
Treir omes Tl 2 Comem  ane

aﬂboﬂatdgfdemedemb/ .ub-fﬁ’e_amaa Fee Stye |
het e 7 &) 1898 12 Majy] mposedt o leindg 7 Pl

= kgcded D'tﬁb@g#
sSoMe. @!-i-osul-f' ﬁ-r o merchlowd . He= wlereglad "\—lwaf

whh  the Trdiaic F'Dbasm and &camoe _ﬁ.t_ni'%(



B Bgéém

l. Meer \(5. D‘:numen_h; ct';/ Mr&d lalbc:ur- Mdl‘&-\ 18% | ~ lg[—r
l«n'sh.h.tlecal Black '\emc%ev bw[::nn 9%,

2. Packa. : TReﬂcdmoQJaehoo.

? Encyelopoeia, T@ﬁrf—‘cﬁmﬁ’, Vol . g
] USA. 1963

4 Tedard Eecclopacdin gf Seuttern Adnca Nelg
Ceuls AvacaNahonol Commenial Yanlkrs, S A, 10712

> HSA Carmadts, Lm:::*&d}

S Shndod EncHC-loFﬂedLa o Soubbers %.ca _ Ve g,

Nabenat Commercial Prur))reﬁ;_' SA 1875

6. Shlondod &L-Hdof’a&jmg Sutbers Aacy U@[L)
> Nebonal  Comememal fidenx Sa 1892

J





