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1, INTRODUCTTION

On the l6th November 1860, the barque S$,S Truro with a party
of 341 Indians dropped anchor in.Durban Bay. These pioneers
had travelled all the way from India in search of better
prospects in a strange new land.

What motivated them to move from the safety of the khown into
the strangé unknown? An Indian by nature is of a conservative
creed and one would hardly expect him to step into the unknown
merely for adventure or for the lure of wealth.

This document merely tries to f£ind some answers about the

ef
circumstance

,one of these ploneer Indians, Marappa Govender.

In trying to find some answers I owe gratitude to

Mr C. Kuppusami (retired Inspector of Indian Education) who

knew Marappa Govender personally. Without his help I certainly
would have been in the dark as to the character and circumstance..
of my subject,especially in his early life.

No significant docoment of wmy subject could be unearthed. Wowever,
\:s\m\uc.u?\zs o} simlar ducumerks Ynok e would have ol in \is

?ussessxon Qe “\Y\L\\)EQA W \\t\e. %Mm u% u??e\\k'\c\es u\‘e\(\e_ Q,V\B..



2. PLACE OF ORIGIN IN INDIA
Marappa Govender was born sometime during 1866 in a small
village of Velandapolayam in the area of Tiruchengodu in
the district of Salem. This place is in the state of Madras,
situated about 400 kms. away from the city of Madras. It
lies 12" North of the Equator.
The mean ahnual temperature of this place is 80 F or 28 C, with
an annual rainfall of 10 to 25 inches.
The natural vegetation of this area is mainly grassland and
low pastures, The people practised a sub tropical
agriculture growing rice, cotton, sugar cane, sorgum, malze
and tebacco.

The map below 1llustrates his place of origin:-.
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3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND
It is difficult to conclude with certainty Marappa'‘s socio-
economic background in India. However I can come to some
generalised conclusions concerning this issue.
The rigidity of the caste system in South India will only
allow a person of _a. terktain caste to indulge in certain
vocations. Thus Marappa who belongedto the caste GOUNDEN
would only be allowed to practise those vocations open to
members of his caste.
The Gounden caste ware farmers although there is evidence of
some members of this caste being ﬁerchantsa (History of Tamilnad
page 328). However tradesmen would have been exceptions rather
than the rule.
Marappa arrived in South Afriéa with a sound knowledge of farming,
Therefore he must have been occupied in farming when he was
in India,
Farming in India was well organised although it was primitive.
Farming implements like the hoese and plough were primitive.
Farmers did not havethe necessary dams but were ingeneous in
that they dug drains and led water from the rivers and streams
into the farm lands.
Due to the primitive methdd of farming, farming had to be labour
intensive, Trade, hkecause of the distance from ports, was
localised. This accounts for farming not being a lucrative
occupation., However farmers eked out of a living by bhartering
goods from fellow farmers and tradesmen.
Marappa did not indulge in farming as his sole occupation, He
became a self taught carpenter and put his skill to good use,
He made furniture as well as carved ornaments and sold or

bartered them.

Marappaﬂ%/



Marappa's education was derived mainly through the religious
institutions. He learnt to read and write tamil fluently

and he was well versed in the Hindu Epics.

Marappa hailed from a family of poor farmers. Living in the
interior of Madras state, he had no opportunity of being
involved in the lucrative trade with the British at the coastal
towns, He lost both his parents when he was very young,

Both he and his younger brother were '"prouqght up oy an

uncle who was also involved in farming.



4, REASONS FOR LEAVING ORIGINAL COUNTRY
People left India for various reasons. Some were lured by the
prospect of a better life elsewhere.
The departure of Indian from*India during the 1860's was not a
new phenomenon. Indians were already in Mauritius, Borneo (SABAH),
Malaya, the Fiji Islands and Trinidad.as well as British Guians.
Some left India because of the lack of job opportunitieé. The
introduction of cheap mill made goods into the local markets
deprived the loacal manufacturer, eg, the hand-loom worker
of his means of livelihonsd., Native skills, crafts and manufactures
were being substituted by foreign finished products., The
impact of the industrial revolution in the West during the 1860's
began to have an effect in India. The railways and other
quickened modes of transport diversified trade in terms of
wider distribution,
India was not a capitalistic country. The British system of
capitalism was attempted to be introducted and this brought
about great changes in the socin-economic sphere., The
introduction of the railway system in certain states greatly in-
creased the mobility of the Indians as well as creating
unemployment to those who were involved in the ancient form of
transport especially the boat - people and bullock cart
Operators,
During this period it must further be noted that India was mainly
an agricultural society. There were some people involved in
skilled crafts and manufacture of cloth but basically the
mejority of the people were involved in agriculture.

THEY/. ..



They thus.depended heavily on the monsoons toO bring rain.
However if the monsoons were late then their crops were
devastated by dreught and the population faced large scale
famine.

During the years 1876 to 1878 there was a drought that led
to famine which "surpassed all previous calamities of that
sort", '"Nearby people on two hundred thousand sgJuare miles

of territory were affected. In Madras 5tate alone four million
i

people died, ...
Marappa could have lost both his parents during this famine for
he was orphaned when he was about 10 years old (around 1876).
Thereafter he was looked after by his parental uncle. The
problems caused by this drought and subsequent famine
consequently had a long - lasting and far - reaching economic

and social upheaval. This, no doubt, helped ter motivate

Marappa to emigrate,

The debasing caste system also motivated emigration. People
sought émigration as an escape from the humiliations of the caste
system, The advent of the British into India helped to make

the caste system more rigid., The people of the lower caste
orders were exploited both economically and politically by
Indians and British alike. In certain villages open revolt
flared up chiefly through the caste system,

Hindu - Moslem conflicts., though not as widespread or iﬁtense

as in North India, did occasiocnally érupt and disturb public
peace. .

“In 1882, the resentment of the Hindus over the building of

a mosgue in Salem resulted in riots, the

1. History of Tamilnad (1565 - 1956) P 3lb



demolition of the building and a rather long tale of killed
and wounded.”2

Thus Marappa, having left behind a younger brother in the
care of his uncle, emigrated to South Africa because of the

appalling social and economic conditions that prevailed in

his district as well as in the greater part of India,

2. History of Tamilnad (1565 - 1956) py 335



5. DATE OF DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL TO SOUTH AFRICA
Marappa was recruited by an agent in the Salem district
which was about 400 kms. from the port of Madras., He had
to travel to Madras mainly by bullock cart because only
certain sections of this journey had railways.

Having reached Madras they were grouped and sent aboard the
paddle steamer DUNPHAILE CASTLE on 22 February 1885,

The journey by ship took 32 days and they arrived in the port
of Durban, then known as Port Natal, on 14 March 1885,
However, they had to spend a day on board the ship in
quarantine, On the following day they were visited by the
Port Nessl Health 0fficer who had given them a clean bill of
health., They were then alowed to disembark, They were

then placed in the transit barracks at Umgeni awaiting

their prospective '"owners",



6., FIRST PLACE OF SETTLEMENT
Prospsctive employers had to apply to the Colonial Labour
2Agent for the allocation of the indentured Indians.
The employer had to sign a contract with the indeatured
labourer concerning conditions of service, The employer
had also to be responsible in providing accoﬁ}dation for the
labourers, the provision of rations as well as clothing,
The employer also had to provide transport for the labourer
from the transit barracks at Umgeni to his place of
employment.
Marappa was indentured by a Mr George North who had a cane
piantation at Umzinto. To the Tamilians his farm was known
as "GOYA KOTRI" {meaning of Kotri being farm in Famil).
At the farm of George North, Marappa and his accompanying
workers had to first stay in a cleaned stable, They were
given a .day to erect their dwelling at the cost of ten
shillings. It was here the Marappa's knowledge of carpentry stood
him in good stead. He used as his material dried cane, sticks

and mealie stalks to erect a habitable dwelling.



7. FIRST OCCUPATION
George North employed Marappa as a labourer on his sugar
piantation. From the sfarf George North proved to be a
slave driver., He was determined to obtain the maximum
measure of service possible in return for his outlay.
The labourers were often flogged and driven to work. The
terms of their contract were never observed and George North
was often guilty of witholding thelr wages as well as suppiying
unsatisfactory quantity of rations,
The Indian male labourers felt it hard to accept the treatment
meted out to the Indian women, To make it worse George North
was guilty of fathering many illegitimate children off Indian
wom=n, No one dared complain-for fear of victiﬁisation and
being sent back to India.
At fi;st the labourers wsre involved in <learing the indigenous
bushes around the farm. This had to be done because George North
decided to extend the area of his farm. The labourers often
worked late into the evening with just a short break for lunch.
They were contracted to work a fifty four hour week over six
days. It was not unusual for them to work a seventy hour week
over seven days.
George North had a very limited knowledge of farming thus he was
heavily dependent upon the Indian labourers wnoe had come
mainly from the crop raising areas of the great river plains
of India bringing with them the knowledge gained over centufies
of labour and struggle against the eleéénts.
The few occasions that the labourer did not work were spent on
improving their dwelling or visiting labourers on neighbouring
farms. Occasionaly the labourers of the different farms

gathered and celebrated a religious festival so long as the day
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d4id not fall on a working day. Being ssparated from their
kith and kin in India these labourers did not know the auspicious
days for festivals. Thus to a large extent they waere becoming
religiously decadent. To stop ﬁhis decadence they came
together and built the Esperanza Temple that still exists today.
However times for recreation were few and far between, TIf
Marappa and his fellow labourers wgre not involved in digging,

planting, weeding, cutting or transporting the sugar cane to

1 a
the mil}, they were kept busy clearinnghe indigénous bushes
around the farm. "



8. SUBéEQUENT PLACES OF SETTLEMENT AND OCCUPATION
Marappa's contract of indenture expired in March 1890. As
much as he would have chosen not to renew his contract with
his master he could not. Economic necessity deemed it essential
that he renew his contract for a further five years, To
aggravate matters the Natal government repealed the Act.of 1874
by wnhich e#—indentured labourers could be given land in lieu
of free passages to India, Further Act 17 of 1895 provided that
any Indian who chose to settle in the colony would be reguired
to take out a licence on payment of £3 per year.
Becausez of those Acts and Mamppa's wretched financial straits
he was forced into a renewal of his contract. Only in 1895
was he over with his indenture. The Act of 1874 barred him from
receiving land in lieu of his passage to India. Whether he was
compensated in cash or kind is not known.
Howsver, having left the services of George North he moved
all the way from Umzinto into the present area of Chatsworth
where he-leased a small holding. Here he cultivated cash crops
that included bananas, ginger and pawpaws. This he carried across
his shoulders, using as his support a bamboo pole gplit in
half to the market which was 20 kilometres away. VHe would begin
his journey on foot before sunrise and return, after selling
his produce, after sunset,
He suppiemented his income by helping fellow farmers build their
dwellings as well as building bodies for spring carts. Ovef
the next three years he was able to save enough money to

contempiate marciage.



9. MARRTIAGE AND BIRTH OF CHILDREN
In 1898 Marappa married Mariamma Kithari who was then working
on the Esperanga Estates., This marriage was arranged and
concluded thrcugh a friend of his.
Mariamna had arrived in SouthaAfrica on the 24th December 1888
aboard the bargque INATHLAMBOO IV, This ship was commonly known
as the QUATHLAMBA, Mariamméf%hen four years old. According to
the records in the history department she belonged to the
Brahmin caste. This record also shows that she accompanied
her mother, Thoyi Mallayappen (28), her sister Packian (8}.
There is no record of her father, Kithari, accompanying them.
Howsver, they could have been accompanied by one Malliah
Lingappa (22) who belonged to the BRAHMIN caste as well as
hailing from the same village, ROYAPURAM, in Madras.
Furthermore all four were indentured to the Esperanza Estate,
Marappa and Mariamma were married at the Esperanza Temple.
They then made their way to Chatsworth., Of this marriage twelve
children; six boys and six girls were born., A set of twin boys
and another boy died soon after birth.
They sent their three sons to a nearby school, However, the
daughters were not sent to school but acquired a Tamil

education from a private tutor who ran a schonl in the afternoons,



10, SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
Marappa was well educated in Tamil and was well versed
in the knowiedge of Hindu epics. He was a w:2ll sought
after man because he could read and interpret the Tamil
almanac. Thus people consulted him teo find out auspicious days
for marrizge, ceramonies and naming of children.
In the educational field he plaved a major role in the
construction of the Chatsworth Aided School that still exists
today. This school was the first school built in this area
and for a number of years it served the educational needs of the
Indian. communities of Shallcross, Welbedacht, Cavendish and
Coedmore,
In £he political field, Marappa assisted in forming a Passive
Resistance Branch in Chatsworth., During the campaign of 1946
many men and women were arrested and goaled., One of his
grandsons served a term at Harding.
When the Group Areas Act was being enforced, the township of
Umhlatuzana was proposed for Indians.
However the Group Areas Board had to first be assured that this
area had been once occupied by Indians,
Marappa was one of four Indrans sclected by a Mr éhelin wno was
the township develowper to give evidence before the Group Areas
Board, Their evidence proved invaluable in helping to secure

this area for Indian occupation.



11, CONCLUSION

Marappa died in October 19b5 after a short illness. He was
then eighty nine years old,

The question arises whether his emigration from India was a
wise move., This is difficult to answer for I certainly do not
know just how +the conditions in the state of Madras affected him.
However, I can conclude that both financially and socially his
coming here 4did result in an improvement. Nevertheless,

this was the result of hard work and peseverance under the most
trying conditions.

Here he married a person of the BRAHMIN caste, In India he
stood no chance of this happening.

Politically hie was not considered fit enough for the vote, for
in 1896 Indians were deprived of parliamentary franchise in
Natal, Now the caste system was prmpagated by Whites rather
than%his rzllow Indians.

Lastly, slowly but =urely he was beginning to shed part of

his Indian heritage especiaily in a2z religiocu-s and cultorti
field. He even dressed in western clothed for the Indian

way of Gr=ss was banned from many public places.
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RPpENDIX V

(MAN'S) .
CONTRACT OF SERVICE WITH INDIAN
IMMIGRANTS.

e ¥ Bemembered,

o - j
That on this pjt, day of /%%{/é o
in the Year of our Lol Qne T}mumud Eight Humfrrd und Eghty %W/é/h
.:7
/f’ /é&/ M’Mr/ y; ey “,/ /qf Ll
// 3(2‘4’4&&/&1 L , B ik e,
1/ Jﬂf }) 7 ! J47  Protector of Inmigraaity,

~ VW
anrd in my presence signed. (or made his mar ) tn thr_follnwlug Contract of Service :—

The anid agrees to
hire the sorvices of the sail Indm Agrfmr and Wﬂndc’un Tmmigrant ' agrees to

Indian Timmigrang

No.

rend-r the said I WZW/ 7 ]
his srrgices in the o{rpacrf_; of Grucral La(zuurﬂ‘ fnr Five Years, commencing on ‘he
jj st day of , in the Year of our Lord

Oune Thowsand Eight Hundred and W%;ﬁ &E ,

And it ix further agreed betwsen the auid Purties, that the suid Indian Dnmi-
grant shall be employed us above fur aiz days in cuch weeh, save as i such Luow is mentioned,
‘andd that the Koxrs uf Inbour shall not be maxe than nine howri dmiy, “befocen wnrise nnd
annsety with o brewk of at least an howr for

Aund it {a further agreed 6etw‘cn,ﬂrr seried I’url‘:’el thut the said

/_d 2t thall
pay te the suid Indian Inmigrant, a {ucli serrdani as nfuremfmayu at and after the rute
of TEN BUILLINGA for the first year, RLEVEX BHILLINGA ‘fur the sccond year, TWELVE
SHILLINGY for the third yeor, THIRTEEN SHILLINGS for the fourth year, FOURTEEN
RHILLINGB for the fifth year, for the remuneration of the services of the said Tndian Tmie
grant, and that such wiges shall be paid on the first duy of each month,

o,
dnd lastly, the soid 2

doth hereby bind and eblige himself te gice, grant, and provide, to %ﬁrr the sard Taddinn
Immigraxt, and for esch family as way be allotted, good and comfobtable lodging, wholesuine
and suitable food, and proper madical attendance and medicines, during the perivd for which
this present contract is made, and otherwise to obacrve and fulfil all the conditions aud oblic
gations of the Covlic Faws of the Colony i0 far as the same are applicable to this Contirnct
and Agreement,

e (A 412774,
MZM/ His Xmar&.

The preceding A.;reement toas signedd by the aboce-named Partics it my prescuce,
an the day and yenr above writteu, rolur:mr:lj, the same being, as far as [ am uble tn julye,

Sully understood by them respecticely.
OC%?M A>T 5

Pooteetor of Faomierants,



feoeNniy vi

Reproduction of a Certificate of Discharge g 1o one Mr., Ruanpa,

@wftft ate of QI» -Barge:
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P
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b _(mitm: fﬂumgrrm:‘ Nn L "" A i fm\ duly cormpleted hly, {nvm ry’ m:fmlxm
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-rvfcasm’ Srom »iﬁa&_ odirguation o,
:‘uu’amm .

iFm’ x ,.f Namc
'5 At
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g!{ﬂglrl #Lo it =, er!
Bodily Marks =5 aﬁéfq {ﬁ(; et
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IR {1 TR
Last Bmployer.

A s
el LY
I)FFICS oF THE PRGTEL‘I'I}R OF INBLX IIIIHRM'S

DUKDAN, NATAL

Pass under Act 17, 1895

i, 08 D

Coinanl

‘ Bex. ... ;
Bodlly Muarks m /
he hu.vmy paicl the Anuual Inu.nm' of (€3) Three Monnds

sterlingg, an roquited by Suction §, Law 17, Tri,

w/,,
:‘) e
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