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Cn the 14th of December 1895, the 5.S. Umzinto docked

at Port Natal, a harbour on the coast of Natal. This
was the sixteenth voyage from India and on board were
indentured Indian labourers. Courageously a widow,
Mrs Tutchmi Gounden, gathered together her children
and shepherded them to shore. With mixed feelings
they gazed at the local inhabitants and thus began

their future on foreign soil.

The first Indians came to ¥atal on the 16th of November
1860 aboard the Truro. "Their arrival brought almost
the whole of Durban including the sugar planters and
some zulus to The Point.“‘ Their dress and mannerisms
were in total contrast to those around them. They were

not all farm labourers and came from many different

walks of life.

These Indians were brought to Natal by courtesy of the
Natal Government who needed them on the sugar-cane
plantations. In 1847, Edmund Morewood, a sugar planter,
planted some sugar-cane on his farm at Compensation on

the Natal North Coast. By 1851 South-Africa had
produced its first sugar.
1 The Natal Mercury : Extract from Peper by 5.5. Singh



The biggest problem facing the sugar planters wes labour.

European labour was not a viable propposition and the

Zulus scorned agricultural labour as it was only for
women. Since indentured Indian labour was proving a
great success in Mauritius, sugar fermers were now look-
ing at this avenue of labour. 1In 1859 "Sugar" Kennedy,
a sugar farmer from the Sea Cow Lake district wrotefthe
editor "bemoaning the labour position, and crying for

coolies." 2

finally the Indian Government was approached. "Yermission
was refused initially but agricultural workers from

Madras and South India were sent as an experiment.” 3

These Indians were contracted for five years as
indentured labourers. (See document on condition of
service). At the end of this period they could go back
to India or receilve their freedom. After another five
years they could claim a free passage or a piece of
Crown land. Eowever only fifty Indians received land
and this was very far from the markets and towns. Much
to the chagrin of the White settlers many of the Indian

labourers opted to stay.

[A)

Extract from : The Valiant Harvest, p. 10.

3  A.Y. BOYCE : Europe and South Africa, p. 721.




Through their frugal ways and industrious habits these
Indians advanced tremendously. "They owned or leased
on short term land on the coast belt which no one else

would touch and made it fit for sugar planting." 4

It was thus under such circumstances that my subject
for study, the late Mr Arunachelam Gounden, came:first
as an indentured labourer (a boy of nine years) and
later as a passenger Indian (a young man of eighteen

years.)

1. Tlace of QOrigin in India

The subject came from Fadras, South India. 4bout
eighty miles from Madras is a village called
Appanthangal. The postal address is:
Appanthangal - Village

Velleri Post

srni - Taluk

K. A.

Tamilnadu

South India
for verification please check letter from the subject's

relatives i.e. his brother's children

4 §.4. walker : 4 History of Southern Lfrica, p. 522.




2. Socio-zconomic Background

The subject's father was a sort of detective in the

Folice Force. His early death left the family desti-
tute. The subject on his return to India was employed
as a butler cum waiter at one of the Country Houses in

Indis.

3. Reascns for Leaving Original Country

When subject left India the first time he came as an
indentured labourer. He was then nine years old. BHe
came with his wicdowed mother, three brothers and two
sisters. Extreme poverty forced them to seek their
fortune in a new country. At that time India, under the
British, was experierncing a depression and there was
poor work opportunities for the masses because of the

industrial revolution.

wher the subject came the second time, it was as a
passenger Indian, under the ordinary immigration laws
of the country. The first impression of South Africa

devegvan gl TO ve auh!. ”-‘::H‘ul\j Q:’;"":U’
had left its mark on the subject and he was available aIETES wEve
&
so the subject came to start his own little trade. At

this time he was uncertain as to the nature of his trade.

4)a Dates of Departure to South ifrica

The first and second dates of departure are uncertain.

A)b Dates of isrrival to Scuth Africa

18t arrival : 14:12:1895
znd arrival : sometime in 1904

o



5. DName of Ship and Port of Entry

15t &arrival : 3.5, Umzinto - Durban

2nd arrival : no information- Durban

6. First Place of Settlement -« p.df Reacl Hrea cw N. Ceasté
giie & then
Beth times in Pietermaritzburg.

7. First Occupation

1st arrival : indentured labourer

Znd arrival ¢ steward

8)a Subsequent Places of Settlement

ATter second visit moved from Pietermaritzburg to
greater Durban. Thereafter moved to Mansfield Road,
Durban. Final place of settlement was at 209 warwick
Avenue, Durban. Today it is a timber yard next to

<t

cala Cinema, the property having being sold in 1962,

8)b Subseguent Occupations

While employed as a waiter at the Savoy Hotel, the
subject together with his wife ran a small laundry

business.

In 1916 the subject and his family moved to larger

premises at 209 Warwick Avenue. Hygilenic Laundry bservices

came into being and became a thriving business. The
subject's abode was the first brick and tile building

in Warwick Avenue and was built by the Late Mr Makan.



The living guarters was at the front of his large semi-
detached cottage and the laundry was at the back. The
entire family plus some outside help (other family

members) was involved in the business.

9)a MNarriage

The contract having expired after five years, Mrs Lutchmi
Gounden decided to return to India. ©5She first married
off her two daughters in Pietermaritzburg. One of the
reasons for her leaving South Africa was to get her sons
married. "At this time males outnumbered females -

witich indeed was an odd phenomena.," 5

inother reason could have been the introductiorn of the
£% tax brought about by Act 17 of 1895. This act was
designed to force Indians teo return to India or to

re-indenture. Those who remained were obliged to pay

T HthOctober—1966, p+—15.

this tax which included women and children. Ior some

it meant a meagre wage after deduction of the tax.

Since women and children earned only half of & male's
salary, this must have been a severe blow to Mrs Lutchmi
Gounden. 5o in 190C she ieft South Africa with her

four sons and returned to India.

3 7‘“.\5_ LA y;.l\u_'h\ Sc."(;_“‘\ A‘(’Y Lo cin //;_ ﬂ (_: l'_.‘l'.?ér:f i /’I,/( . /; L /3




In India Arunachelam married Baguim, a South Indian
girl. But embedded in this youth's heart was the
desire to return to South Africa. Four years after he
left South Africa, he arrived again with his young
bride and his mother, Mrs Lutchmi Gounden. This time
he came as a "free passenger Indian." In 1908 Baguim
died and in 1909, the subject married Kamatchi, a local

girl from Newlands, Durban.

9)b Birth of Children

EBaguim, the first wife had one son in 1908, Muthusamy.
Kamatchi had seven children, four daughters and thiree

sons. My father, Ganas is the eldest son.

9)c Death of Arunachelam Gounden

In 1931, Arunachelam Gounden also known as Govender
died tragically at the age of forty-five years. He was
at this stage a very successful businessman. His
previous association with the hotel industry, secured
for nim a large portion of trade with them. KHe was
responsible for the laundry in many of the local hotels
in and around Durban. The running of the business fell

into the hands of Kamatchi and their eldest son, Ganas

(a lad of thirteen).



9)d Return of Muthusamy back to India

In 1913 Muthusamy went to India with his grandmother.
He was five years old and he remained in India for

fourteen years. In 1927 he came back to Scuth Africe
where he 1s presently residing. e is one of the few
members of the family who takes an interest in his

relatives in India (see 1etters) He writes regularly

and has already visited them in India three times.

10. ©Social, Religious and Politiceal Activity

Social activities were limited within the clcse family
circle. These were in the form of special functions,
example weddings and religious functions.

lMr Arunachelam was a staunch Hindu of Tamil speaking

origin. He was not actively engaged in politics.

In doing this research 1 have tried tc be as accurate as
possible. My key witness is Mr Muthusamy Govender (note
the change from Gounden to Govender). He is a retired
businessman aged seventy-five who lives in Silverglen.
He had a laundry business for over fifty years under the
rname "Blue Bird Laundryl this name is still used
today. Furthermore I experienced some difficulty in
obtaining the second ship's list from the Department of
Indian iffairs. I thus have no written proof of my

subject's arrival the second time to South Africa.



This search into my roots has brought to light the
plight cf those relatives who remaiuned in India.
Discussions are underway to start = family trust fund

to help them.

Indians in South Africa have advanced so much and under
such adverse conditions that to-day they take their
rlace proudly in the Scuth African regime.

"As coolies, they had made the sugar industry possible,
and as free men, «.s..... they had played an important

6

vart in the economical development of Natal." Rut
P P

st . .
then could we not say that Indians arqulaylng an impor-

tant part in the economic development of South Africa.

3

he sugar industry gave birth to a new race namely the

cuth african Indian.

(oA}
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DEPARTMENT

OF

INTERNAL AFFAIRS

COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN

IWIGRANT :

Serial Number
Colonial Number

Date of Arrival

Name of Ship

Place of Registration
Date of Registration
Number in Register
Name

Father's Name

Age

Sex

Caste

District

Thanna/Taluq

Village k

Height

Bodily Marks

Name of Next-of-Kin
Relations Accompaniéd
Small Pox/Vaccinated

Remarks

Certified a true copy.
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