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Introduction:
Sugar planting in Watal started in 1851. TLabour one uust
note wes a k=v factor in its production, because in the

earlier davs planting and harvesting was done bv hand.

The avzilable labour force (the 7ulu) was reluctant to work

on the Sugar plantations and 17 they did it was only for
periofs at a tiwe. The Rugar farmers neeted a constant work
force and thus petjgwmm the Watal goveruwent in this regard.
They suggested that 1 ke the suxar farmers of Mauritius and

the west Indies, they should be allowed to import labour from
Tndia. Their representations f.nally led to negotiations with
the goverwrent of India an” in 1359 the Natal goverusent passed
Act 25 of 1859 which launched the scheme of Jmu.igrent indsatured
labour=ra from India.

The agencies olten took people who were already available in
the ports of embarkment, Calcutte, adras and Roubay. Soume

of them were cooks, footmen, washermen, grooms and coachnen,
musicians, Adancers and prostitutes. H Tinker States‘that

n4 great majoritv however were simple country 7Tolk who had

hee~ attracte’ te the big civy in search o casuasl work as ?urden

carriers - coolies in +he basic 5%3%%@”680 on 16 NWovenber 1860

the a9 mruro from “adras d ckad in purdan with the first 341
immigrants on hoard. Ten Aays later the 353 Belve ere arrived
from ~alcutta bringine with her 351 men, vwomen and chilfren
Promn then onwards a steady streai. of indenture- labourers
arrived 1in %outh Africa until the scheme was :bolishe ™ in 1911.
At the early age of fourteen, r Narrainsahiy Tellasholay

came to 3outh Africa. He is uy great granfather frow the
maternal side of the fawily.

O H. TINKER ! A NEw sSys™M  of  SLAVERY P.




Flace of nrigin Tn Tndlia:

¥y great grandfather came frou Madras.
oM  modra 5

1. F—pmker - ; A new system—ofslavery an increasing

nunber of tamil an< telegu speaking people were recliWited.

"8y the time recf¢iting of lawour for Natl was finally stopped
in 1911, two thirds of the tota! number of 142, 67U recifUited
were tamil anf telegu speasking hindus from the Madras Iresidency
a tredominence which continues in South Afrire to this day.n @

gocio Weonomic RBackround:

faste: My great gran’fatrer belonge’ to a caste calle” Maf%qr.
(accoriing to the ships hist' However ¥ W "hitnis states that
"Rarbosa speaks of e ghteen castes of Malabdr."G)K.N.Ghitmis
talkes =2bout the Nairs, which was a caste of ¥alahdr. Tn South
“ ) Africa however. the surnane mﬁgggéner was added emto my great
granifather’'s name “Wair“is used as a surname by 3Jouth African=
Tndians. The root *Nair’means barbdr. "HildaAKuP;er-gives
the tradifitional occupations of "Nayar" to be warriors. oil
gellers, potters, her:ismen, b:irbers. It is proberly from
the same route that the common family n=zwes such zs "Waicker",
maik or Waiken are ferived. 7 @
At first my greatsrandfather worked as 2 labourer in South
Africa., Tis activities in India is not known. He wns a
very yo:n= lad so0 he mny bave been atiending school. Apprrently
he did hsve some education, but the level of his education
is not known. we thereafter went into farming, but this was
' ) done on = very small srale, Wwhatever proiucts he grew he solé -
He was thereore a peddlar. i
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‘Reasons for leving the country:

The reacgon for my grandtfather leaviny India is not Lnown.
However, he it:%elieved that my?granﬁfather was =zccowpanied
to go01th Africa by his uncle snd three otzner ccusins. His
unecle, NMoorgason Nellasholsy who, later, Ubecaume a pioneer
merchsant, probably wanted his nephews to help him in his
business. <0, he prhably urzed my greatsranifstaner to coue
0 Zouth Africa probably also telling him that thers were
greater prospects in So:th Africm. Wh=t is also interesting
is that thi= uncle o~ ay greatgrand+ather slso ha? other ult
motives.

™ the earlier fav~ 1800's to 19.uU's inrestous m-rriagms wver
very comman amongst the hincu speaking. It still occars tod
but on a very small scale. 1t is believed that Moorgason Ve
brouzht his nephews to South Africa with the 1atention ol ze
his daughtersmzrries to his nephews., LForeover wy greatzrandf
was luier proposed and rarried o h.s uncles daaght=r.
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COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT

Serial Number
Colonial Number

Date of Arrival
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Date of Registration
Number in Register
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Father's Name
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Sex
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District

Thanna/Talug

Village

Height

Bodily Marks

Name of Next-of-kin
Relations Accompanied
Small Pox/Vaccinated

Remarks

Certifijed a true copy.
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nates of depsrrture and arrival fo Jouthern Africa .

-~ Ehe date of feparture is not know:, however, it is beliewved
that srips from Madras uarlly took forty to forty five d-ys to
reach. qouth Afrﬁﬂa. Tf we tak2h£$is to be true then he probably
left Tndia in Anzust or keste September 1864. He travellend
to fouth Africa i the ship called Johm Vanner., Something that
my father has remembered, that my grandfather had tol” him,
while travelling by ship my greatgrandfather had maﬂy encounters,
However one incident is remembererd quite distinctly by my
father. »y greaitgrendfather always related the episode that
they hsad encounted with an enormous fish. He said that while
they were on the ship they were circuled by these huge fish,
They were afraid hecause it seemed that the fish were about to
attack thes ship. ipparently, it was cslled the 'sword fish!

;) but my ereatsrandlfather called it the 'warrior fish',
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Cross=w ction of a coolwe ship ¢, 1880



Tirst occupston and subsequent occupation:

My greatgrandfather worked - the natoy Manor sugar estate
which belonged to George ﬁatqf. The sucrar egtate started in
1860. He worked for ten ye=rs, thereafter he could met a free

passage to Tndia or he cnuld remain in South Africa. However,

he became a volantary abandoned free passsnger on Necember 1874,
sfter his marriage he dguired some help from his uncle, who
through marriege was alsc his father-in-law. He wzs able to

gat up a small farm in Umgeni. Farming in Umgeni was done’

on a very small scale, TPTruits and vegetables were planted with
the help of his wife gﬁﬂ thereaftert%old his products to nearby
residents. Tt is said, he worked very hard because he not only
helped on the farm but he also worked in the Lion Maitch Pactéry.
After aguiring enourh capital he set up a takesway shop in ™urban

worth in 1920, T™he exact name of the tradine store, howewer,
could not be mewived, verifid
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Parriage, birth of children etc:

Vy greatgrandfather was married to Bagiyagi Waiker. It is
believed that she was a very hardworking and devote? wife and
mother. Tf she was not weeding and planting, she was busy
caring for and giving advice to expectant mothers. My
greateranimother was a nurse in her own sypecial way. She

helped many pregnant womsn to r ng their chil“ren into the
world. She was callsd a mbag nursen. Ny greatgrancdmother,-c:=
herself bore eleven r~hildren, six boys and five girls. 3o

one could see that 1live was d.fficult for both uy great grandparents.
Amidst many problems and d:fficulties in caring for their
children they still had time to. engage in many other activities.

Social Activitiesm:

vy great grandfather always thought of the India (Community
ag an important sector in South Africa. He therfore felt that
Tndian chilAgen should be educated in all spheres in life.

He also plave” an active part in praver meetings and other

gorial activities.



—— L - . -

Mi._Natrain Snun;L Mﬂﬁg; :




Religious Activities:

Mr. wellasholay Waicker played an active roll in religious activities.
e wac a memher in the Shri fengamen Temple or the First River
Temple. e helped in the planting of trees and flowers 'o beautify
the temple ground. This temple right up to this 2ay is noted

for its eve catching peacorks, 7Tt 1s believed that he uses to

buy mealies for the pearocts. ™n the ec:rlier davs people oF

the temple sat on the floor and in a folded legge” pocition

they proceeied in co-*uct.ng thelir meetineg., Apparently zy great
gran“faiher suggestéd having benc-~s an’ tacles. He also taught
tamil in the sShri Turmar Reddy 3chool. Although he could

speax Tnglish he insisted th=t his children speak to him in

Tamil. WFe alwavs encouraged tre use of the vernacular. Ny

great grondfather did not rely on any wmods of fra-sport. He

always falt that if he walked he would definitely reafch his
destination, Thats exactly what he did, he always w=lked
sometimes for miless on end. #Whzt is also interesting is that

his breakfast congisted of a glass of wmilk and almonds. Four

days ous of the week he athered to a strict Tast, whereby he
abstained from meat. ™This ceart=inly heiper him to keep fit

an’ st=y healthy. We finally “ie” of a heart attack,.



Conclusion:

when this project was first introduced to us, the uajority

of the wistory TI0 studients saw it as being a burdensone.

we were all afraid of the outcome, I guess so, because this
project is pehaps the first of its kind, which we were to
engage in.

Moreorer, in*erviewing people about their past, consulting
reports whirh were not at ~11 familiar and takinge trips to

the Department of Tndidn Affairs an” lartin West Buildin~ which
were now quenues, did a2t first pose problems. Tt was also
very difficult to obtain any docu.ents of my great grancfather,
it iz believed that .ost of his docuwents were lost in the floods,
¥y subjects son was very ill at the tiwe that T went over to
interveiw him. However, he “id manage to relate something
about his father. He could not remember exant dates. Another
problem that h~ms been sncounted is that I was not able to
verify certain information that I had obiained. Nevertheless,
amidst the wary problems, 1 feel that such a2 project was
thoroughly rewzriing an® fulfiling., 1 =2lso fee! that such a
project has definitely helped 1e Aiscovering and learning about
the actu=al movements, conditions, 1life pztterns an?' the plight
of my ancestors, I meintain that this project was one that
sicceeded in wifening the min“gs of students. I am sure that
thew now look to their ancestors as beins people who should

be given muchr-praise an-” acmiration.
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