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It is a principle of Intsrnational Law that no person can be sent away
from the land ef his birth against his will,unless as & punishment for
some crime committed by him "

It bshoves all Legislators to bear in mind,that apart ffom the tint of
their skin,Indiand are imbued with the same aspirations for advancement
as those of their rulers,”

Their colour should not be deemed sufficient to treat them as aliens,
and if their rights be assailed,then properties fercibly taken away frem
them and their freedem restricted.”

The soconer we as Britishers realize that what cannot be cured must be
endared."”

Any subject race must be allewed full opportunity for advancement and
if such epportunity is deliberately and rathlessly denied,discontent
and serious trouble may result. "

When her Late Majesty Queen Victoria was proclaimed Ampress of India
she made the distinct promise that all her Indian subjects weuld at
all times be free te travelt to and reside in any portien of her
Deminien in like manner as all her othar subjects,™

arold J.Stuart :The Indian Problem in Seuth Africa

( Introduction ) p i and ii
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A ) INTREDUCTION .

The story of the Belveder e and the Trure still brings a geeat deal

of nostalgia te the Indians who live in Scauth Africa.The many stordes
tcld and still to be reteld becomes spicier as sach narrater adds to
it his ewn variation.

The Seuth African Indian leoks like the traditional Indian frem India.
Althoagh he bears great testimeny to the place af his birth -South Afrieca
the Indamnin Socuth Africa still maintains an Indian identity.This bscomes
very evident in religious and traditional ways of living,

Today,after I23 years the Indian populatien in Scuth Africa nambers mere
than 85C, 0CC.This number is expected te exceed the million mark before

the turn of the century.lur forebearers had little to be jubiliant aboutil
The tremendous strain,beth physically and emotienally,was fercibly thrust
upen them.They were able te bear these and more because of their faith

in haman nature and sheer pervarance,Their will to succeed and survive

was foremest.

The landing of the first batch of Indian Indentured labourers at Point

en Saturday November 16 1880 is a very remarkable event in Indian
history.Mest of the celonists were expecting to see a greup of dehydrated
and sleepy looking peeple.They were very stunnad to see hordes of Indians
young and healthy ~laughing and jabbering.

(n Wednesday 21 Neovember Edmund Tatham -~chief BEmmigratien Agent visited
the barracks with the idea ef allocating the labourers te ths various
colonists,. I

The labourers came mainly frem Calcutta and Madras. _
When the ship arriv-d at the Peint this advertisement appzared in the

Natal Mercar .

" All persons desirous of pessessing coolie servants are requested to
apply te the Immigration Agent,darban,stating the descriptien of
servants required,and jhe name of agent for selection.

The Immigration cannet take upen himself the selectiens of any servants
ner can he forward any to their destinatiens.Selectiens will take'
place in his presence at ths coeclie barracks,when the master er his
agent must be prepared at the time to enter inte the contract of
service required by law,to pay the amount ef passage monsey,and te

take away the servant.

All servants remaining in barracks after the alletment will be kept
at the expense of their masters, "

BoTATHAM

Coolie Immigrant Agent
Immigration Gffice
Durban
November 27,1860 "

I. B.D.Sanayassi and B.Chatarvedi :A Report on the 3Zmigrants Repatriated te In
India under the assisted Emmigration Scheme from Seuth Africa.
) Indian
2, T.P.Naidee and Re. Chetty tAnnual Settlers Issue,p 54




B. PLACE CF CRIGIN IN INDIA,

My grand-parents Abboyee veerasawmy and Doorghee Goorvadoe lived in the
district of Saidepet ,in thz village of Chittor.Both belenged to the Gentes
caste.Pondee in Saidepet is about I45 kilemetres frem the main street(Bond
Street ) in Madras.On my 2 previous visits to India -in I972 and I98I

I was able to visit my fathers and mothers families,

My grandfather -was the second sen ef Ramachandra Seenavasan Veerasawmy whe
was a coal shifter by profession.

At the very young age of I3 years Abbsy was involved with the local phklice.
According to my uncle,Mr 4 M.Naidee ,Abbeyee was invelved in stealing a buanch of ban
Bananas froem the station platform, at Chittor.His friends whe had been with him
were caught.They all pointed to him as the lsader of their gang.His friends

informed the police that Abboyee was also the cne whe stele several bunches

of coconunts from peasant farmers whilst they slept.Abbeyee was impriscned

for a peried of 14 menths at the Mylepore Prisen,

At the age of 20 yecars he was injured while he was helping his sister
¥Xalavanie who was grinding rice paddy.During thaés time Abboyee was cared for
by his mother Leelavawthie.

b ¢

>,

. SOCI® +BCONCMIC BACKGRUUND.

Ramachandra's job as coal shifter earned him a menthly salary ef I5 Rupees
together with a ratien of mealie meal, oranges,ghee,fish(dried and fresh)

and 8 spades of coal.With thés he was able to suppoert his mether,Msenaches;
his3 daughters Logavathie,Lingavathie and 3arasvathiejhis 4 sens -Gajandran
kasudevan, Abbeyee andOmnianathan.He rented a two roomed house which belonged
to his wife's father Velusamy.

Living conditions in Madras were very tough.The predeminating agricultural
society was really hard pressed since the heavy rainfall in Chitter caused
havec to the mrops ans especially eroded the soil.

Ramachandra was able with the assistance of Logavathie and Gajandran to

make wire bangles.They were able to sell these to the workers on the
croalyards.The additional money earned was a graeat booster to ths meagre salary
earned by Ramachandra.

{n many nights the sons had to sleep on the verandah net because it was hot

but becauss th2 rvoms ware very overcrowded.

) D, REASCNS FCUR LEAVING INDIA.

Rumours spread throghout Madras and Madurai up te Kanniakumarie about a

far distant place where gold was very easy to acquire.Stories abeut gold
grown eon farms,complete hills of gold, pavements of gold and people collecting
gold nuggets as they in India ware used to pick cow dung.BEveryone was very
interested about what was happening. '

Things really cams to a cresende when "reports " purprted to be from these
indentured Indians reached thes Indian Mainline.Thasse reports confirmed
most of the previous reports and added that all the labeurers were now
rich.

At this ?ime there were several licenced recruiting agents whoe getting young
able bodied men and women to come to this god given place abroad.Thase

Kanganis as the recruiters were calked used kinds of ways to get their 3
recruits,

H.Tinker: A New System of 3lavary -The expoet of Indentured Labour overseas

183¢ -I%20 p, 133




Many of these Kangani's empleyed men and women to recruit.These unlicenced
recruiters merely sauppliesd the main agent with men and wcmen.The agent did
not enguire whether these ps=pple were decent,stable or eager to ge abroad.
The recruiting sub - agents visited back streets,harbour areas and at most
of the times get personel whe did not care or to put it bluntly could net
be bothered as they were oblovieus of what was happening aroand them.

They were given simple instructiens : get as many people as you can and
make sure you get women.lt was very evident that women were reluctant to
coeme.Therefore these recruiters got lenely,scmetimss divorsed women teo
'sign en ! '

It was on one of these recruiting campaigns that Abboyee was'enlisted'.He
was roturning home frem +the lscal river whem he saw a crowd gathering.When
he sngaired he was able to discuiss the many questions that worried him about
the gold.

Abboyee Was very eazer to come.He did not need the pushing.He then to look
fer a suitable wife.He teld his father that he wished to marry.His father
was vary happy.He quickly found his friend and c¢o worker Champadasen
Goodvadeos who had several daughters.Goorvadoe was the same caste as he was.
A marriage was arranged and a few days later they were marriad te the great
satisfaction of both parents.Nobody had any idea that Abbeyse was planning
to go away.MrGoorvadoe gave his daighter a brass buckdt,some monsy and many
sarries.

(n the 27 May 1864 Abboyee and his wife Doorghee left Chittor for Madras.
They stayed in Madras for a few days .0n the 2 May he boarded the sailing
ship The Fairlis.

The Fairlie berthed in Point on the II.6.1864.

A COOLIE SHIP LEAVING FCR SCUTH AFRICA.
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Cross-section of a coolie ship ¢. 1880

When th:s Indentured labourers landed they had to ba alloted te a colinist
who had applied.The Indian agent had advertised in the lacal newspaper.
A!' Abboyee and his party were alleccated to G.C.Cate owner of the Cate Maner
Zstates.
(T They had to walk from Point Road +to the Estate.While they were walking sevearal
- Africans threw stones at them.

At the Estate they were addressed by the chief sirdar -many of the labourers did
not understand any English.

They had tc sign a contract which would bind them to ths empleyer for a peried
of 5 years.

The sirdar warned them that the agreement meant that they were the sole
property of Mr Cate for a period of 5 years and that if they escaped and were
caught they would be very sewerly punished.The sirdar quoted several cased whsare
labourers had tried to escape but were captured by other workers or employers and
broaght back.The treatmeat dished oat to them after this was such that many of
them wished that they had never tried to escaps.

LIFZ AT THI CATO SS5TATSH

@Q'muemain activity at the Cato HEstate was sugar planting.Large tracts of land was
already under cultivation.The workers weré led to an open field where thay were told
(¢ to build their hats.

These huts were to ba made of dried cans or mealie stalks.They were allowed a couple o
day$ to build the huts.Any improvements t- the hat were to be done on Sundays.

The huts were small,crudely built without any provision to the health of its
occupiers.

The Indian Protecter had stated in a report...

" I do net know any estate on which the horse stable is not better than the

coelie hut * 4

666

4 T.P.Naidoo and R.Chetty :Indian Annual S#ttler Issus p, 54
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CONTRACT OF SERVICE WITH INDIAYN
IMMIGRANTS.
ge ¥ Bemembered,

3 -~ )
_ That on this on - day of [W
in the Year of vur dwrd One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty %Mé/{__—

o ! '— . . ‘r7 ‘(\ ”
e géw/fmwa o CeeMrrt , :
/} m / 4+ Indian Tmigran
¢ /Mt . ats appeared before me,
4 ’ //‘fﬁj /\j/ ) . “/g//é/m Protector of Immigrants,
and in my presence signed (or made his mark ) to the following Contract of Service :—
/
The said // % agrees to
hire the services of the said Indiay Wgrant, anWIudian Iinmigrant agrees to
i} . s / ' » //
rend-r the said ZM}M/ £

, L . 7 ’ .
his services in the cupacity of General Lalmu::mf.' Jor Five Yeurs, commencing on the

) /0{ _ day o / A s I8 the Year of our Lord

One Thousand Eight Hundred and Kighty /7 )

Aud it is further agreed between the said Purties, that the said Indian Inmi-
yrant shall be employed us above for six days in euch week, save as in such Law is mentioned,
and that the Rours of labour shall not be mase than nine Rowrs dmiy, “beflocen vunrise- and

sunarty with a break of at least an hour Sur

And it is further agreed between the suid FPurtied, that the said
// : , il : shall
pay to the said Indian Inmigrant, as'Tuch serrant as afvresaidy wayes ut and after the rate
of TEN SYILLINGS for the first year, ELEVEN SHILLINGH for the sccond year, TWELVE
SHILLINGS for the third year, THIRTEEN SHILLINGS for the fourth year, FOURTEEX
RHILLINGS for the fifth year, for the remuneration of the services of the said Indian Immi-
grant, and ihat such wages shall be paid on the first W each month,

&

And lastly, the snid
doth hereby bind and obdlige himself to give, grant, and provide, to . apd Jor the said Tuidiun
Immigrant, and for such family as way be allotted, good and comfoftable lodging, wholesome
and suitable food, and proper medical attendance and medicines, during the period for which
this present contract is made, and otherwise to observe and Julfil all the conditions and obli-
gations of the Coolic Laws of the Colony so far as the same are applicable to this Contract

and Agreement.
€N (A M 247¢,
/(ZWZ&/M/(/ His Xmark.

Thic preceding Ayrecment was signed by the abore-named Partics in my prescuce,
on the day and year absee written, roluntarily, the same being, as far az I am able to julye,

Sully understood by them respectively. “%%(

Protector of T iyrants,




im 2 : i of seme 4G0
In the ceurse of II years Cate formed around him a plantation

acresSe.
The Mill

A splendid high pressurs =ngine was made by Mess?s M'G nie.T@e i;llngzfactare .
a great impeevement over the ether mills as ne lime was used in e

ths sugar.

The systems of using the conical pans for the receptien eff sugar frem coolers

was used.

. A Ha
Later a ccnceretsr or vacaum pan was used in the Cate *ill.

PICTURE SHOWING A GRCUP OF INDIAN INDENTURED LABCGURERS.

Early Indian Settlers on a Sunday off which was usually spent in visiting the labourers on the

neighbouring farms
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later years, converted into homes for retired Indian labourers of the Natal Estates in Mount Edgecombe. The
pensioners continue to live in these drab buildings which are to be demolished shortly to make way for the ex-

HCUSING

ganitatisn at the Estate left much to be desired.

At the beginning a hele 2 X 2 feet was dug into the ground and this was
to be used as a toilet.later the labsurers planted 4 poles arsund the hole
and tied a sarrie aroand the psles

Bythe year IS0l several barracks were constracted.

The barracks er ceelis huts/lines replaced the detted shacks.Phis did allow
the labsurer seme privacy frem his master and they were able to start a
small vegetable pateh in fremt of their houses.In this way they were able
organise themselves imto a cemmunity.

Phese barracks had no ontlet for smoke -the walls and eeiling was black with
sopt.Very little provision was made for the health and persenal well being
of the labeurer.

A commission on investigating living coaditiens of Indentured Indian Laboarers
in I885 reported that the water used by the Indians for drinking and culinary
parposes is feuled by pellutien. ~water was highly impure containing much

erganic matter of animal origin and expesed to direct swwerage contamination. "

\

Pictured aboue are the “barracks” erected in the early 1900’s for Indian labourers. These “barracks” were, in |

panding Phoenix Township. L .

S

5e

Y.S.MEER : Soc.ef Indentured Labourers,Fatal I85I -I9I7

5
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From the early barracks Indians soon began buying or leasing land
and building their own homes. This was the trend in the thirties. One
such area was Avoca, north of Durban.

—
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FAMILY

After a peried of ten years of being indentured for two terms
Abboyee was discharged fro ths Cate Estate.

CCPY OFP A CERTIFICATE CF DISCHARGE.

[ nc/u's

- :,6;,’,( f{‘! .
o . .

- “DURBAN, NATAL 4 " Profuctor of Inifian [mm@"""f

ABsg¥e and his family new preoceeded to Bayhead (Fynnland) area.The family
comprised -4 daughters 5 sons.The sons helped the father and soen bscame
a vory familar sight as seine fishermen.The used simple s=ine nets.The
fish caught was taken te the nearby barracks and sold to the labourers.
With this money they were able to bay a second hand boat.Fr om this time
and for the next 4 years they were able to accrue a small but tidy fortune
The large hauls were then taken te the Indian Squatters market were they
were easily sold.

At this peint of interview I was able to learn that a tragedy presented
itself.Mr Abboyy 1lost 2 of his sons when the drowned while fishing.When
their bodies were recoveraed it was suggested that they be burndd at the
waters edge.This was not pos:ible.The Indian Protecter then suggested t
that they bury at the lecal grave nearby.

Seme time later he was asked to get a fishing licence and pay a fishing
levy of siz peands a year.

It was at this point that the Abboyee famlly moved from the Bayhead Area
to the Malvern area.




Indian labourers toiling to clear the Natal bush. Note that for every Indian worki
there seems to be a European overseer.




SEINE BOAT FISHZRMEN BRINGING IN_ A CATCH

A Malvern the family leased about 50 acres from another Indian /Moslem
family.They lived next te the ML.Sultan Family fer a long time.On the

farm they planted some tcbaco and bannnas



S

PARK N

A, ™

DURBAN
NORTH

“PUNTANS
HILL

SYDENHAM

1
TCHESTERVILLE,

]

]
[
U

N

N
fﬁ:\ . MAYVILLE

INDIAN MARKET GARDENERS

AREAS SURVEYED
SHOWN BY DOTS

I nsp

Map of market gardening areas covered by the survey

\ Y

A(\o\fEM iy O o A‘b&;ye —=aan o7

Ttom Cato ©STATE

O TN — WETTVALLE

5 ERaswENY



. INDIAN FAMILIES WCRKING CN A LZASED FIBLD.




‘ et 3

(1%

CatrTTi~>C

AT

f aroTtaTioN .

P\\JGMOLE



{—" .. DISTRIBUTION OF SIZE OF GARDEN

. Size of Gardens (acres) | Number of Gardens {- Percentage of Total Gardens
0-25 ) 6-5
050 . N .- 230
0-75 - 7-5 .
1-00 - 26:6
125 2:9
1-50 76
175 . 1-8
2-0-2-9 N <1149
3-0-3-9 1o 79
- 4-0-9-9 Lol 39
. 20 and over - RS 0-4
Total ‘ 2 100-0

. Thus more than 63 per cent of the gardeners were operating on -
* . plots of one acre or less, and 87 per cent had less than three acres.

; TABLE III ‘
LAND OWNED BY GARDENERS

Total Plots Plots owned by .| "% of plots

Area X ) - gardeners . owned
Number Acreage | Number Acreage Av. size | Number Acreage

Wentworth 106 119-50 1 05 05 0-8 0-4
Bayhead 34 27-25 - - - - -
King's Rest 26 3575 | ¢ - - R - =
Clairwood o A L - :

South ) 20 11-00 — - - - =
Stella Hill 10 . 53-00 9 48-0 5-3 90-0 50 -6
Clare Estate 13 1950 9 135 15 692 692
Springfield 55 10200 ~ = - - -
Sea Cow . . : :

Lake 14 2725 7 1525 22 50-0 56-0

Total * 1278 395251 -26 7725 3-0 S$-4 19 -5




" LEASED LAND.

LAND PARTLY OWNED AND PARTLY LEASED

T Area - ' Number | % of | Acreage /| %/Of'i Average
s e of plots | total Ll - total - |- acreage..
Stella Hill . |1 <. 10 [ 5 |- 9 -1 5
Sea Cow Lake . |~ 2 "~ 14 6 220 B 3

AP NS & R F ¢ S S U L.

f a total of 278 gardeners only 26 owned the land thay culivated,three owned part of -
holdings,and the remaining 249 leased the land. 6
¢nly 17 acres of the land leased was under Indian ownefship.

It became very clear that Indian market gardeners whe could net afford to buy their

own land had to rely mainly en publicly ewned land

PLATE 1
(((Q& Two views of market gardening land: ‘op, Wentworth area, off Edwin Swales
N V.C. Drive; bottom, Springfield market gardening Jand to the south of the
(Q(& Umgeni River, viewed from the King George V Hospital. . . -

6 . Dept.CfEcomomics University‘:Natal Regienal Survey Vpl 2 P I7



At this stage two sons Arumugam an Gopal left home and went to settle in
Yestville.They leased twe plots of land.Later they were able to bay the

land.

They grew about 5 acres of pineapples en the leased farm.E They sent most of the
vegetables to Johannesburgh and the Indian Squatters market.

L}
Arumugam asptied applied and obtained a licence to own a buss Cosmopolitian
bus Service'.He later owned three other busss.From the meney obtained fram
the bus company he was able to buy a large shop.The business was a great success.

It was found that although the business sz2emad to prosper they suddenly were
having difficulties to pay their creditors.The buses were the first to be sold.

It was found that much of the money was not banked in Arumugams name buati into
the accecunt of his uncle S.A.V.HNaidooc.Arumugam then sold his 2 taxis,

The shop was next to gc.The 3rothers still owned the farm and ths houses .

In 1941 Abboyee Chatty dieda nd ID years later his wife diesd.

By this time the much hated Group Areas Act spread its icy claws out and

the brothers had to sell the houses and land.

Arumugam and the others moved to the Durban Area —-s8ydenham where they
bought the aocuse of Dr Christcpher at II5 ZIssend=ne Road.

Uf the family enly 2 sisters and 3 brothers survive

SIZE OF GARDENS BY DISTRICT
* -
Number of | Total Range in

Area gardens acreage Acreage Average acreage
Wentworth . 106 1195 [ 0-25t0 35 1-1
Bayhead 34 2725 0-25to 3-5 0-8
King’s Rest 26 35751 0:25to 3-0 1-4
Clairwood South 20 11-0 | 0-25to0 1-75 06
Stella Hill 10 536 | 0-75t0 250 5-3
Clare Estate 13 19-5 10 to 4-0 1-5
Springfield 55 1020 {02510 50 1-9
Sea Cow Lake l 14 272505 to 5-0 1-9

Total 278 395-25 1 0-25t0 250 14




PRUBLEMS THAT I HAD IN MY INTERVIEWING.

I met a number of ©l1d people and very subtly broached the topis of

their origin and followed this with

“ne -uch persen was Mr G.P.P.Naidoe

asked him about his parents and his

He told me +that similar questions

Mr Keseval Padayachee of Shallcross

hijm about the past.He told me that
leave It There.

routine questions.
of Ashervills who becime very vi:laat <hen 1

home 1in Kayville.

were asked by pecple requiring homes.

became very abusive when 1 trisd to question

the past was desd and That I Should

Mr C.C.Naidoo was very helpful.He is a retired School Principal




CONCLUSICN,.

The trcuble sndured by ocur forebearers was great.(ne would have thought that

after so many years of being the underdog there would be a pot of gold at the end
of the rainbow

Even at the present moment the Indian lives by his wit He strives towards a
gecal and at times has proven better than the master,

In nearly all aspects where he allowed to participate the South African
Indian has excelled.Nc wonder he is the envy of the other race groupse.
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COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT (A /
Serial Number : o2
Colonial Number‘ : 7‘{ S
Date of Arrival ‘ . \\m é;. \ gQ;Lf’-
Name of Ship : Fzﬂlﬁlbiﬁiu
Plaée of Registration : —
Date of Registration —
Number in Register — 7
Name ‘ " . : ~ Bﬁag; = i
N Father's Name : A\JXEETKIXSA\J/VTf
Age | ' : ;A7\7’<S K - —
Sex S : _L\Q/E\L_T‘E
Caste | : YﬁWanrg@\ Cpyemyiddl
District. T T
Tﬂanna/Taluq : FjOtDNUTEE
Village ' . C;J{LTTCNQ
Hetght | : o %ﬁ;
Bodily Marks ¢ FAct morkem Markto |
Name of Next-of-Kin | ’4 L
Relations Accompanied #H e
Small lox/Vaccinated : \\jA(3;5PMﬁWWEE?
Remarks : Lic - A Ay

Certified a true copy.
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