FOREWORD

I Iwish te express my sineere indebtedneas to Mr Chellan, Mr K. Beharle
and Mrs Gauris Kalee witheut whose asslstance thls biegraphy weuld net

heve been semplled.

Mr Chéllan was largely responsible fer intreducing me te Mr Benarle and
his mether. He alse assisted by playlng the role eof lnterpreter dusing
my diffieultles during the interview.

¥r Beharie has kindly donated twe phetographs and had ce eperated

very willingly during the interview.

And finally Mrs Gauria Kaleo sught to be congratulated en providing
the greater part of the 1lnformstlicn absut her past hlstery.
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INTRCDUCTION

: Igo reassons for the !rrifa; of igdontur.d Ihdigha to g!ﬁgl
Tho 1n1t1a1 rclponllbllity for the introductlion of Indlans to tho
Bouth Arrlean -oll rests -quaroly on the South African Sugar
industry whicl haed its origin in Edmund Merewood's experiments
"at Albort(componlatien during 1852. Cane tops were belng Lntrodueod
urrom Mauritius = ror:'gn 22 june 1852 the Jane Morice arrivsd at
 -Durbqn to dlscharge 15q000‘can0‘topljrrom Mauritius."
' The need ror‘importing labourers frem India arose because of the
',1ocal Bantu's unwlllingness to work on the plantationi and more=
fuvor-lt had already been = pructlco in Haurltiu- to lmpdrt Indlan
- Imbourers. The dlscovery of gold on the ¥1itwaterarand alpo;ufrpetod
tte ladour sltuation in Natal. It is stated thet “tne eightles
brousﬁt revival to the Nhﬂal.iugar industry due lafgdlx to the
diseovery of the Tranevaal‘goldfioldl. Large numbers had 1oftland
t-there were enly about 2 500 still employed Qn the sugar oltaiql

together with 6 0OC Indiens similarly engaged."

 Thia state of affairs on the colony's plantation led to meetings

- demanding for more government actlon and incresses in Indian
'iiilsratlon.J.R. Saunders and H.Milner interviewed 3ir George Grey.
#hllo these negotlatione between sugar planters and the government
;utr' taking place,¥llllam Campbell and Edmund Mortwodd were
' m;taunch1y opposed to any scheme to introduce Indian labourere to

' Natal.yot it is rather ironic thet I discovered my subjlect frem an

oatato once owned by Mr Campbell‘'s own descendants.

—

Laninnt Harvest'puse 34 paragraph 2

2Vallant Harvest page 88
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Origlinally the British Government consented to the petitien for the
introduction of Indians to Natal on the grounds that "geolles" from
Indla weuld be donvnrtod through int..-rmarrliage to chrlatlnnlty and

that they would be sene pormnnont citizens.

After the first batch of indentured Indians had arrlvoa in 1860
further 1mm13ratlon was petitioned ovtn a8 latt as 1911 because of
the acute uhortnge of lsbourers due: to the establishment of the gold
flelds and moreover large numborl of Ihdiana‘who had ocompleted thelr
indenture had left the plantations to seek their fertune on the Wit-

!
wayorcrand and the coal mines in Newcastle.

Hewever the immigratien Acts same lnte foroe ln 1913 and Aslatlos
were prohlbited entry into the Unlen of South Africs. Since then a

tremendous change has eceurred. The South Africsn Sugar Industry has
grown inte an industrisl glnn;. but there has been a radlocal change in
the attitude of Indlans and Natives. In the case of the fermer, net
all the descendanta of that labouring c¢lass remsined with the sugar
industry,but have branched out into different avenues, seme as clerks,
traders, the prufessions and also in the fields of commerce and
lnductry-,?f"Tho Afriosn has realised from the pressurs of lnérOaslhg
population in the leocatlons the growlng bonorltﬁbr clvllllntlon and

the many ndv»ntngo. aocrulng te tho Wago earner.”

-

a
Vallant Harvest page 134 paragraphf




Cory OF SHIP

29/é/2/4 0z)

Reference Number:

'S LIST OF INDIAY TiGIIGRANT.

RELATIONS ACCOMTANTIED

STRIAL WUMBER 411

COLONIAL N‘L']MBER : 118826 |

DATE OF ARRIVAL _ _u\.:@gn FEBRUARY 1906___ . _

NAME OF SHIP. : »SS UMZINTO® '
PARTICULARS OF RIGISTRATION,

PLACE : \ JHEANSI

DATE : 2§D .nm:rm 1906

NUMBER IN REGISTER NIL |

NALE GAURTA

PATHER'S NANE : GHANSA

AGZ : , 1 TEAR

CASTE " IODH »; o

RESIDEN CE

DISTRICT JHARS;I

THATTA : BARAGAVN

VILLAGE : JEONRY

HEIGHT : NOP. 37ATED

BODILY MARKS 'OT STATED

¥AE OF NEXT—-OF~KIN : GHANSA

. ~YorerR anp MoTHER

REMARKS oot ML
CERTIFIZD A TRUE COPY
: DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFEAIRS
- ‘ T REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
- : PRIVATE BAG X4330
. 0 0 ¥ .tl.‘l -.‘..-?:D.?‘?aﬂa-_q

s GIONAL RWDRLS INTATIVE,

“DEDARTHMENT OF INDIAN AFPAIRS

25 -02- 1974

DURDARN

STREEKY LRTEti'\WOO'!DIGR

ﬂEPARIEHEHT VAN INZIERSARE




A BIOGRAPHY OF GAURTA KALOO

" Gauria Kaloo is a retired labourer of the Hulettes Est.te,
at cottage number 9, Second Avenue, Ghost Town, Mount -
Edgecombe on the Natal North Coast. Presently she. is in
recelpt of an old age state grant of R83 per month, as
wall as s oompany grant of RL6 per month. ,

She came to Natal ln the. company of trer parents at. the. -age

of ane year, although she conteat. tbat,lh.’FUB—Gnlyfsix
months of. age. Her parents hnd llved in the Jhanel Distrist

Vlllaga:or:Jocnrya‘Harthorn‘Indium The' 18 n0~&euurwta~date’

of t- departure from India, but from evidence in ship's

list, she travelled in the 8.8.Umzinto which was the pen=-

ultimats shlp that brought lndentured Indians. to Natal.

The ship landed in Port Natal on 8 February 1906.. Her

colonial number is 118826. Her father's. name was Ghansh.

There is no detall of any bodily marks or her helght -~

because she was still an infant at the time of her arrival.

Her parents belonged to the "Lodh" oaste, which 1s closely
‘connected to agrliculture. e nama 1s belleved to mean
Yclodehopper'coming. from "loh"es clod and this could. suggest
that they were peasants ln the GCentral Province of Indla.
Thus. belng peasants they could not have: been very well to-do
1 gathered, &ny interview that the reasson. for her fathers
decislon atdl was to seek thelr fortune; for 1t was

rumoured by some that in the "new land" they were.going tg,
gold eould be found growing on.chlllie trees. There were.:
yot others who associated this. land? ¥ae Hindu. mythologleal
nane-of -Lanka which ia said ho—-—-hanAbnma, city buillg of
gold.Although these anecdotes may sound humorocus. today, but
upon reflecting on the period 1905, we know that 1t was .
durlng. the aftermaths of the gold and dlamond rush in Bowth
Africa and the rumours seen in that light could not be very
far fetched.

Her parents we¥V€ aasigned under indewmture to i{he Natal
Estates and they were housed:in cempounds 1n’Mount Edge~
combe. She states that living conditiqns were apallling com
compared to todsys standards, bw, iU dld compare very much
. favourably with those in Indla. Hei'parents came under the
five year indenture. .
She got married at thewwge of twelve years which. 1ls rather
lats compared to standards in Indla where childhood marriage
still "exist todays This. was in 1918 and.in the.same.year she
lost both her parents. Her ayshand, Mr Ealoo Manohar, who was
also an . employee of the Natal Estates, did much. to..console her,
In-that year,she also started work ss a labourer for the Natal
Estates.
&, Ca an : Y .
N See :::P. P.‘q.ge\ce vie. Tnda hca s.S. G\\u.r'$ -?-J;t.\\ eA,t,;m tq-n.

5 See ap - nexk Yc;%e .



! [ Waturval v ol
! BARBERTEIN
KL}

270 o

WD -t SOl NI,
L1 |
E H~Nw.’fw‘? i.-..lo/ Lol Laka Y - .Z.?_‘{

it ;
% W] | h.iﬂ.q
\ < Golula' |/, i
* 1 2 —‘\.» Fun;l ola Mllf :"L’r é‘i‘ o ke Sibayl
)VJ. r " 1 Magutio ! |uuumm
f’_!..'? ‘ Maiza i, v ST e
(s | b oF
'“""} NATAL | |
i A & ﬂh\hruwa "
'u . A M
" iimaaiadts \\ et 410 4l
] "6 ]
,f,:!.#f" | [ ”'m (’W e N,me‘{'
3&‘ ﬁ\\ , Py 'R
5y \1 Hr'm""\“ uad,
T ; L i
P | | J MELMOTH, @ Faalonl 7. L
| ¥ | -

il /.j‘ il { 5 '

Y F o 4 '
e L i W i e U, .ah e W G
i \ F ] lixton Ay
& drftumanl hyy
- 1 L1 ' i
i 1. '_r_ | | Mudpn A ﬂ' “ l*t-\?%“ -
Pl o | olbapd | ._r]{[".ﬂ"'»r *ﬁl_q vy L

N\)rrﬁ.‘rluwwa f gy,
|

= o

[ | oy i 4
I I,;:'f: L I Mount Al . 1 alaply Ml
. E i n..ng-. ML Gancla 08
I.ESO THO _,'! 3 | n Wi l'ﬂau " damgtiogn WAL TL?. lndhow Mill
i ) vy
‘(_,.- Hiten Hbue ¥y '\ WAH'I‘r'uH L]
pur-ms] AmTzaLmrw o o
o Ve \s\)m it Edgagamba M1y

A A‘M‘rs!
T ‘{"%\Nnﬁ J v E.., {
} .“\ i \_J b Mla tve

! ‘
‘\_ ®10P0 - ”h"“‘{”f“ Y
fwmxum "lﬂ“ﬁi“ i)

i ‘UH'EIN;? -iraatpuusﬁ{ THE: SUJ GA‘IH INDUSTRY ’
|

' o o RO I L 0 S OUTH A e RIEA
] et 5 LR AND SWAZILAND

PORT SHEPS

e, s 'DIE SUIKERNYWERHEID
it M | IN SUID-AFRIKA
3 | k# i - EN SWAZILAND | 5.
L i Fort, Edwaril [ { l d i
et B AEN L Ty L oy 2L el ¥ SR



She states that they could not afford to live.off -
entirely on her husband's earning with any cconmfort. She:also
states that worklng condltlons were . rather severe. She often
had to work from dawn %o dusk, having no idea of what time
she. started and finished work,. all she does remember.is that
the ‘sun.was the only gulde. They were only glven one pset of
clothes for the year by the company which dld not. cater far
the: - severe winter. Her monthly esarnlngsg lnoluded .one peound
and six shillings . and ration whiech consisted of a quarter
bag 'of’ mealle meal, one bllly can rice, salt cne pound of
dholl and half a bottle(37Smljof oll. Housing was free..

-After her marriage she moved. into. another cottage in the
mlll barracks. where .her only son Beharie was born om 10
July 1951.He was the fourth child. She has four daughters

whose nsmes are Rajpathy, Dularie, Dhanpath and Basmathee.

Mras Manohar lost her husband under traglc olraumstances
vhen Beharie wasgenly three yesrs o0ld in 1934. Lt was Mr
Manohar's. job. at .“a.untx..Ed.-sqqombq. Bugar Mill to- tip the.
sugar oane from the loco truckas Into the carrlers. Tipping
of sugar ¢ane. was then dene menually, .where the person had

to ‘lever the. load of sugar cane using a leng pole.By sheer
acoident & whels load of six ton ‘sugar cene fell en Mr Manohar
whe was literally crushed by the.welght.

Inspite of her misfertune, Mrs Manohar continued werk, brought
up all her children and got them married.In 1962 she .was. .
relieved of her dutles when the company discharged her on;
pens ' 2ns The company. granted. her a lump aum benefit of sixty
rands and in additlion a monthly grant. of flve rands which has
incremsed to.sixteen rends . since last years. In 1964 she .
applied for a state grant whlech was successful and presently
ehe 1s in receipt.ef elghty three rands per month.

As Tar as religious and soclal activities are. 'cencerned, she

is a regular devotee at the Shree Em Perumal Temple. which was
" eriginally built in 187%. The temple was rebullt inml921 and.
_her husband had taken actlive part in . lts rebullding.’ SBhe still
continues to attend.the annual. temple Testival in April. Even

up to.this day her ascon offers . hkls service fres. .ln the annual
renevation.of the temple,prier to the annual festival.A unique
Teature of this temple which. haa been declared a naticnal
monument, ls that altheugh 1t bears a South Indian name and it
is widely claimed that this sectien of the Indian cemmunity
are salvitea,is dedloated to the deity Vishnu, because at the
time of its lneeptlon, there were a large number of hindi
speaking people residing at Mount Edgeecombe and thia section
of the community are Valsnavites. Even up to this day the
temple committee consists of a mixed greup of hindi and tamil
spesking peeple.

- Although Mrs Manohar had come as 2 uneducated, indemtured
- labourer, nevertheleass she has been greatly henoured,
especlally when.ske had been invited to . the Indlan Settler's
-gathering at the Orient- Hall in Durbsn's..Centenary Read,
g;::'a p'tggggﬁ::‘utth‘fthcgz.h:d besn photegraphed. and. her
O% ' ; 8 preminently in ‘ : :
Knnuafrgettlera Ianug 120th Anngfrfﬂiyfﬁﬁgf {353’ of .Indian

S’See Ynﬂ‘; o OWQ‘&\Ze ‘bqse,



Mres Manohar has slready celebrated her elghty thlrd blrthday
st her pressnt resldence and she ls the proud grand and

great grand parent of quite s few children who will probably
also be proud of her if they had to read thls asccount of her.

Mrs Kalee(ln centre) celebrating her 83rd
birthday.
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TRARSCRIPT OF AN ITERVIEW HELD AT THE HOME OF MR-
K, BEHARIE

My name 1s GHUrln ,but .my father: eullod me Httania. My’ ththor‘l name
is: Ghtncs. I sane from Indl: when I was liz months old. Hy Parents
came undor the flye year indenture. My father was poor. Pooplo speke
lles that geld grew en chillle trees In thi- now c.untry.Somo peeple
told my father that this oeuntry we were goling tq,oneo bolonsod te

Ravana and his .Ity Lanka was lonowhor. there.

I stgrtod work ater T g&t'marrlod. My husband was Kaleo.. I got married
when I .was twelve years.I started work at one peund and six shillings

] manth.Thoy 2lse gave me ratiens. They gnv. ene peund dholl, a quarterr
bag mnnlio mcal. ene billy oan rice, some salt and half a bottle ¢il.

they gave B¢ 2 free neuse.in the compound first,then in the mill barracks
My hu-band alee worked for the Netal Eatates at One pound and six

shillings per menth. I teek up werk because the meney earned by Ay -
husband was not enough«We started werk very esriy in the morning and
finished late in the svening.They enly gave us ene set of clothes eash
for the yiqr, We didn't get any eoat or jJersey.

Both my parents passed away just after my marriage. I have five children.
One sen whobirname is Beharie and four dsughters who are;Rajpathy,Dularle
Shanpath and B@nmathae; My husband passed awmy when Beharis was throe

years eld. A truck load of sugar ocane fell en him.

1 lived in the main barracks in Meunt Edgecombe, neaf the Shree Enm
Perumal temple and enly fiftesn years ago we moved te this present
cot.tage. The heuse ~t the barrscks saught en fire and all my decuaents
z0t destroyed.My husband helped in the rebullding of the temple. I

sttend the temple festival annually



Durimg the 1949 riets I teek shelter together with many ethers in the
temple hall. I have eelebrated my eighty thlrd birthday at thls heuse

slx years age. Three Years age Ry sen teek me te Durbam, where there
was = large gathering ef eld peeple. They teek my pPhetegraph.

I am new reselving eld age grant. The Hulettes Cempany pald me sixty
rands and at first they pald me flve rands a menth but simee last year

theay have inereased thls te sixteen rands.

I have many grand and great grand ochlldren.

see phetegraph
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10,

CONCLUSION

Tais was a laborious but rather lnteresting exercise.During the
course of the proparutidn ef this documont I was unfortun-te 1n‘that
I eould net find much informatien abeut my oewn ancestors. 1 then had
te¢ try others and Mrs Gaurls happens te be ay fourth selsotten; fer
had te abandor a few ethers.
Another preblem whlthI en¢euntered was time, for leoking for in
infermatien was time oconauming. My greastest dlfficulty 1in ‘rylng te
get the information typed,. I had ;n acoens te a very old machine
and myself belng ne typlst I hepe the Quality ef the typing wlll

b pardened.
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