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PREFACE

Y
The title of my project is thebéIndian Indentured Laebourer" and
. his contribution to the allevigtio f the labour crisgs in the "
Colony of Natal in the 1860'3’3' Qwﬁgﬁf gécg& w% ‘ﬁqi’ég'esawmﬂ gaw(hwjg‘
project, I saw this as an opportunity to gain some ingight into
the backgroundg of my family in South Africa. However, my family
could not give me much information about my grendparents x early
life in South Africa; for example, amongst others where hd lived
and the problems he experienced. Placed in this situation, I
decided to trace the rcoots of my friends grandparents because
his family had some knowledge of the early life of his grandparents.
After interviewing members of my subjects family, I then went to
Indian Affairs and the Pietermaritzburg Archives to clarify and
get additional informajion about my subject.
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

During the late 1850's Natal was faced with a labour crisgs, The-
The natives were reluctant to supply the necessary labour for the
developmentd of ef farms and industries., Suggestions were made to
bring down young Englishmen and CZhinese labourers to work on these
farms and industries. However, this was not viable. At this time
Mauritius was getting their labour from Indis and the estate owners
in Matal became of aware of this. As & result the farmers,
landowners and planters saw this as a solution to their problem and
petitioned the government for the introduction of labourers from
India. This resulted in laws 14 and 15 of 4859 being passed by the
Natal Legislation Council; law 14 providing for the 1mportat10n of
immigrants at the public expense and for the sump 3 3

regulation and government of such immigrsnts, while law 15 enabled
privste individuals to introduce labourers at their own expense....T.
Representations were made to the Indian Government and Act No.XXXIII
of 1860 was passed by the Indian Council to extend the provisions

of aAct. No. 21 of 1855 to include the Colony of Natal. Thereafter,
Natal officialsherehent to India where they established

immigration agencies at Madras, Calcutts and Bombay. Meanwhile,

in Natal, by law of 1059, provisions was made for the appointment

of a "Coolie Immigration Agent"‘ who was to be in charge of the
"Coolie Immigration Department,*®

-Provision was made for the drawing up of the contracts between
immigrants and their employers. ...A.3. Immigrants agreed to
complete five years of labour at wages not less than ten shillings
per month.

1« PIETERMARITZBURG ARCHIVES:PAPERS OF INDIAN IMMIGRATION
A.1. SEE APPENDIX.
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At the end of three years they could purchase their exemption

from service for the remaining period for five pounds. At the end

of five years they asutomatically became free, and after ten years
they were entitled to a free passage to India or alternatively

to the equi¥%alent of crown land. Food, lodging, clothing and mecical
attendance had to be prévided by the employen.

Having eventually succeeded in persuzding the Indian Government
to make legal the recruitment and transportation of indentured
labourers to the Colomy of Naetal, the Natal officials then
chartered a ship at Madras, the Truro, to carry the first
labourers from Netet India. The Truro reached Durban on Friday,
November, 1860....2. From then onwards a steady influx comtinued
for six years. During 1860 to 1866, 6448 Indian labourers were
brought from India....3. Regionally it meant that 4785 immigrants
arrived from Madras and 2663 from Calcutta. These labourers
allevkated the labour ckises in the Colony of Natal. Meanwhile,
as early as 1863, a number of Indiasns had paid down their five
pounds commutation fine, and had this relessed themselves from
any obligation to the government or the countey.During the first
five years of indenture, some 2226 of them left Natal without
obtaining free return passageees to which they were entitled,
Although the Incdian immigrants became™free in every sense of

the word", on the expiration of their period of indenture, their
movements were, however, restricted to Natal and they were

"mot zllowed to leave the Colony without licence.™

2. T.P.Naidoo and R.Chetty:THE SETTLERS (1860 - 1880), p.45
3. T.P.Naidoo and R.Chetty:THE SETTLERS (1860 - 1C80), p.57
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Thereafter, in 1866 a depression swept through Natel. The depression
. left the planter, who had formally competed eagerly, for Indian
labour, trying to evade their contracts because\they were unable

to contribute their proportion of the costs. Partlydue to the
depression znd partly because of complaints (by the first batch who
went home) of ill-treatmentof labourers and viodation of the terms
of indenture by employers, Indiasns were not brought into Natal
between 1866 and 1874. However on the basis of the Natal Legislation
Councils acceptance in 1874 of ampendments proposed by the Indian
Government, the latter permitted the resumption of immigrantion

to Natal in that year and it was net until July 1911 that
immigration finsglly stopped.

THE INDENTURED LABOURERS ROLE IN THE COIONY'S ECONOMY

"Opiniom at both the official and unofficigl level wassagtthe
economic prosperity of the Colony laid in the presence of the
Indian Labourers." ...4. This evdadence proves that the Indian
labourers were the backbone of Natal's ecoﬁbic prosperity. Apart
from their hard work on the sugar estestes, these £ Indians with
their industrious habits and comparatively few wants did
remarkably well as cultivates. In numerous localities they converted
waste and unproductive lsnd into well-kept gardens,planted
vegetables, tobacco, maize and fruit trees. During this period
government officials praised the Indians for their remarkable work.
It is undisputable that the Indian labourers contributed to the
upsurge in the Colony's econony.

4. T,P.Naidoo and R,Chetty: THE SETTLZRS, p.54
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LIFE OF MY SUBJECT

The late Mr.Ramsamy Gounden was born in India in 18£2. He was the
gon of the late Mr.Kuppanna Gounden. Together with his family he
lived in the Coimbabore district of the villagge Uthuykudi. ..s8.2.
He was of the Gounden caste and was of Tamil speaking.

There were many reasons for leaving Indisa. These included economic
reasons, the drought, famine and the depression., According to his

gon whom I ‘l'lfd interviewed, his late father was unemployed at the

the time of*leavigg India. Therefore, his reason for leaving Indisg
could hsve beenheconomic nature. On hearing about ef the shortage

of labour in Natal, he was most eager to come here, with the intention
of getting a job.

Together with his brother, the late Mr.Gounden left the port of Madras
aboarq&he Umlazi 22. He arrived at Durban Harbour on the 27th of
June 1904. .e aAo3o

When he arrived in Natgl, Jjobs were available on the sugar,estates,
farms and the railways. My subject was prepared top take on any Jjob
~and on 5July 1904, he was assigned to a firm called G. North and Son
which was situsted in Northdene. My subject was employed in the
capacity of = horse-groom, where he lived in the company barracks and
earned ten bbbk ghb4'3ht shillings per month. His weakly ration was
dholl, rice and sugar and his employer also gave him clothing.

A.2. and A.3.: SEE#PPENDIX
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Mr.Gounden married Dropathiasmma, who was also an employee of G.North

and Son. They had seven children, four hoys and three girle, ¢f these,
ere !

five children were born at Worthdene. The late Mr.Gounden workedhfor

ten years.

After his contract expired, he moved to Kloof, where he leased a

farm. He had twenty acres of land. At this place he two more children.
On hig farm he had cows and donkeygxdhe also planted vegetables and
flowers. Ye slso leased a stall in the Indian market where he sold his
fresh produce congiating of a variety of vegetables and flowers.
Finally, he built a comfortable house in Qverport with his savings.

He lived there until his death in 1967.
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CONCLUSION

We have noticed that the Indian Immigrants came to the rescue

of the farmers, landowners and planters of the Colony of Natal.
Prior to their arrival the labour situation was in shambles. The
Colony of Natal failed to get other means of labour. The advent
of the Indian immigrents alleviated the labour crisis and sparked
off the economic prosperity that wz2s to follow, even Pight up to
the present day. The late Mr.Ramsamy Gounden was part of this
labour force and thus contributed to the upsurge in the economy
of the Colony of Natal. I owe my gratitude to the late Mr. Ramssmy
Gounden and his colleagues for their diligent work and they have
all the rights to be called pioneers.
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; — INDIA COMES TO NATAL™—
(MAN'S)
' CONTRACT OF SERVICE WITH INDIAN
. IMMIGRANTS.
ge ¥ Wemembered,

That on this odﬂj i | day of [ Z/%( /(/

in the Year of vur dormd One Th«mmnd Eight }[mm'rfd and M /4/_—
/ / A LENE! ‘,r‘?“ Al /Qf, 7
bt L (/'J{M’t/&';! aa || IE o1
ant f R |
/ 7 A bt
No., /QMLWM/ U 2 appmrc(l befure me,
/ Va 7 5 7’- //Z/é/] ‘ﬁ/ /‘f//f( 12 I T FProtector of Immigrants,

and in my presence signed ( or mﬂdc his mark ) to the following Contract qf Service :—

Indinn Dnmigrang

The said % agrees to
Aire the serviees of the said IMiagj yrant auWIndmu Immigrant agrees to

rend-r the said ‘}Z/&M/ i

his services dn the cnpaclrj of Grurml L«bowm‘far Five Yeurs, commencing on ‘the

j{j rH rla_; o % M , in the Year of our Lord

Oune Thauad Eight Hundréd and 52,

Audd it és further agreed betieen the m:d Purha, that the said Indian Dami-
grant shall be employed ua abooe for sik day: in cach week, save as in such Law is mentioned,
and that the Rours of la&mtr shall not be mane than nine howurs dmiy, ‘defiveen*vunrise and
sunnet, with a Sreak o rfaf !Ircut an hour for

¢ said Partied, timt the snid

o &é&@f L (, shati

" piey bo the suid Iudmn Imm:grant, as'‘Tuch serrant as aforesaid, 'wayes at and qfier the rate
of TEN BUILLINGS for the first year, ELEVEN &ulu,qufur the sccond year, TWELVE
SHILLINGS for the third year, THIRTEEN SBHILLINGS for the fourth year, FOURTEEN
RHILLINGS for the fifth year, for the remuncration of the services of the said Indian Immi-
grant, and that suck wages shall be paid on the first day # each month,

J!Infl it is further agreed brtw."q;_ev

Anrd lastly, the snid |
doth kereby bind and eblige himself to ywe, gmnt and provide, to apd for the said Indian
Trmumigrant, and Jor such family as may be allotted, good and comfottadle lodging, wholesome
and snitable food, and proper medical attendance arnd medicines, during the pericd for which
this preseat contract is made, and otherwise to observe and fulfl all the conditions and obii-

gutions of the Coolic Laws of the Colony _f 20 far as the same are applicable to this Contruct
and Agremeuts :

e (o s'v el
d{% &%’Z ////{ 7 His ‘X'mark.

The preceding Ayreement was nqned by the ubvee-named Partics in my prescace,
on the day and year abore written, roluntarily, the same being, as fur as I am uble to juilye,

Sully understood by them respectively, i
| |
W7 (g TR

Proteetor of /muwn:m.h
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DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS

COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT

Serial Number
Colonial Number

Date of Arrival

Name of Ship

Place of Registration
Date of Registration
Number in Register
Name

Father's Name

Age

Sex

Caste

District .
Thanna/Taluq

Village

Hleight

Bodily Marks

Name of Next-of-Kin
Relations Accompanied
Small Pox/Vaccinated

Remarks

Certified i« true copy.
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1.D. DOCUMENTS OF THE LATE MR.RAMSAMY GOUNDEN.
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