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PREFACE -

This article took me one and a half months to compile.

During this process many problems were encountered. 1 was
assisted by Miss Reena Nookia, Miss Nancy Gowender,

Standley Ch=tty and Soobramoney Ramsamy in trying to

locate information, 1 figst approached my parents fcr
information &nd documents on my Grandfather, but only had

the information aveailable so I was unsattle to complete my +hes«
thesis, 50 I went to Belvedere Township after heesring that
therds an old lady who was 115 year old. S0 I interviewed

her as my subject for alreedy she has been exposed to another
student, So I decided to keep her Certificate of dischargeee)a
sample which I have displayed in page , Later I heard

that there is a person in Mt.,Edgecombe, WMy uncle Socobramoney
took me there, unfortunately he was not from India, but his
father was. He did not have the dDCUments, so 1 decided to go
to the Department of Indian Affairs, I took my fathers
Marriage Certificater and was able to trace my Grandfather,

My parents did not know much about my Grandfather for half the
time he was druok, So I decided to get some of my information
from the books. In doing so I was faced with tﬁe problem of

&
time where I had another gourse which was very much demanding,

Typing was a real problem and time consuming for I was unafble
to get anyone to type for me, I had to type the thesis myself,
. with a lot of faults which 1 think must be overlooked. On the
~other hand I enjoyed doing this thesis)For the first time I was
exposed to such a survey. I came alive with the true facts

~of the conditions of the indentured labourers. I was exposed
new friends old and young. Heside the problem sffcommunicating
with them I enjoyed their jovial moods and childish behaviour
especially considering their age. 0On the wiole I really

enjoyed doing this task,
MR A, GUOVENDER



INTRODUCTION

It wes early recognized that the mineral and agricultural potential
of the colony was far too great. It was true to belief that
Natal's true wealth consisted in its rich soil and pastures, 0On
the Natal Coast a contest wss brought between arrowrcot, indigo,
cotton, coffee, and sugar. Three of these were eliminated by
disease or market conditions by 1860 but sugar and cotton,
especially sugar forged ahead, For tie cultivation, reaping

and manufacture of sugar a certzin type of labour would have to

be acquireds The cultivation and reaping of an acre of sugar

cane requires labour intensive methods. This labour force must be
semi-skilled, to operate the crushing plants in the manufactuing
season, Ipn fact without & large and reliable number of capable
hands sugar planting is a barren occupation. The type of

labour that the sugar planters on the Natal Coast were looking

for was totally absent in the colony during the 1850's,

Those natives that did work were far from satisfactory to the
Natal sugar planters. Although they were strong and intelligent
they were found to be impractised, because "by long traditiosnal
usage the male kaffirs are exempt from toil", normally living

on the industry of the females, These pecople wrre irresponsible
and unrelisble. They had their own tribal interests and were
unwilling to their homes for unstipulated periods. They had no
sense of the binding nature of a contract and tended to work for
a few months until they had obtalined the money they nexded and
then left work. The sugar planters wesre unable to cope with
such deficiencies. For them the sroduction of sugar was an
whole important source of income and for the coﬁntry as a whole,
Ag the Natal planters began to despair of obtaining their labour

locally, some of them turned to the idea of importing it.



Though it took nine yecars to satisfy this wish, the idea spread

along the Matal Coast and became supported by those sugar and

cotton plenters who were conwvinced that local labour was and

could remain insufficient and unskilled, “Rt first the British
Government showed little interest in the scheme, but eventually
yielded to c.ntinued pressure from the growers., A legislation

was passed in 1858 which resulted in an expansion of the requirements

]

of South Africa.
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This is a short account narrated by my parents and my
grandfather, Mamsami, "] left India with my uncle who
promised my parents that there was a land of fortune waiting on
the other side and he hoped to get us rich withit, The

willage in which we were living was extremely poor and
undevelopeds Many people left that place and went to South
Africa to live, Ve left India on 27/03/1905 and rezched the
port of Ourban on 4/06/1905, My uncle got the contracts made

out and we started our work tuwo days later,

lhe working conditions were territle in the Durban estate,
therefore we moved to the ncrth coast and due to the expiry
of the indenture we moved to Stanger., And after some time

in. Stanger I was able to get in contact with my brothers in
Tongaat area, who at this ztozeoe stege acgquired large
parts ofcrown land., So I decided to abandone my stay in
Stanger and live with my brothers in Tongaat,

In 1929 I was introduced to a young beautiful woman who I was
to marry and have 17 childrem, 13 boys and 4 girls., The
reason for me having so many kids is because I do not have
any plezsure besides my wife and my drinking. Life treated
us well onthe estate as compared to India. My few younger
brothers were able to gain some education and get a good Jjob in
the Tongazt Sugar Company,

1 was also a .member of the Brake Village Soobramoney Temple,
Although the festival were very large I never got actively
involved due to my drunkard babits. Byt I was neueri?oncious

of my Rdm., Socially we suffered just as many others who had

the lack of facilities etc,



' But we were able to keep our area as far as possible clean,

" Economically we were a little well off fex®, I had many

children and they were ewoking working together with my brothers.
Politically I don't remember there being a strike, but uwhat I
remember was is 1814-1815 when the lignhts went off, I think

i
it was World War or something,

SOURCE:: MR RAMASAMI
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I, ALLAN CYRIL STEAD, of Dburban,natal,
Acting Protector of Indian lmmigranta, in and for the

Province or Natali, do hereioy certity that MUKKIDIPALLI

SANIYAST, Indian Immigrant,io.l146355, arrived in hatal
\on the 7th day ot July 1905 and his indenture eXpired
on the l4th day oi Jily 1910, and served under contracts
ot re-indenture ifrom the 3:d day of August 1910 to the

"16th day of August 1214 and from the 1st day ol August

o e et L R s _,_,_]__‘.__ e — AJ
- 1917 to the 1lst day of August 1919, and was regisgered
marrled on the 29th iay of January 1929, under oectzon

'M0 of Law 25 of 1891, to MUKKIDIPALLI KANNI,Indian 3

. Immigrant woman,No.li4634, who arrived in Natal on the

_'n;‘n day of July 1905 and her indenture expired on the
14th day of July 1910 and further ser-v.d under contractis

of re-indenture from the 3rd day of August 1910 to the

1

\ 16th day of August 1il4.

L
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. -UNJE VAN SUID-aFrika. N 0446

- CERTIFICATE OF DISCHARGE.—ONTHEFFINGSERTIFIKAAT.

. OIHCE 01 THE PROTEFTOR OF InDiaN IMMIGRANTS,
' KANTOOR VAN DIE BESKFRMER VAN INDIERIMMIGRAXNTE,
Dursas, Natai.

R p
SRR oas ez,

1 nerepy certify that y
| Hierby serutisecr ek dat L AINIAMAMGL

duly compieted his/her term of indentare

[ndian Immirgrant No. /
Indigrrmmigrant No., . . /i 9‘20#_ ~ v /haar dienstermyn ten volle voltoor het
i

pn the / -?/fh ./77 . S

pp di€ . AP Dy

nd is released from his/her obligation to perform services in the Province under indenture.
En onthef is van »¥/haar verpligling om ingevolge 'n kontrak diens in die Provinsie te lewcer.

DESCRIPTION. —BESKRYWING.

[Father’s Name ’37, et
Nader se Naam _ ... "4~ MG~
I N ra ’f N
‘Ouderdom ... O T vOS L 1Ay €2,
7
Height . fect - inches.
Lengie L voers e duim, . -,
T

N I R ot
‘,"f-s,g’( Frotector of fudian Immigrani., Mot
~ Beskermer van {ndiérinpnigranie. Natud.

Right Thumb Print.

Left Thumb Print.
Regterduimaldruk.

Linkerduimafdruk.
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ACT '49' OF 1853 AND THE RECRUITMENT OF INDIANS

Indian Migration to South Afriaa was a selective process in which
individuals and categories of peogple reacting to specific
pressures in their homeland were induced toc migrate by the
promise of future remardsta Immigration on the path of the Indian
population was not spontaneocus but rather an artificial

movement promoted and fostered by the Europeans inhabitant
themselves. The conditions for recruiting labour was generally
very strict. Native recruiters under the supervision of a
Emigration Agent appointed by the colonies recruited labour;

) contracts were made in the presence of the Protector of
Emigration, who was appointed by the local Presidency

government to supervise emigraticn which was allowed from

3 parts of Indie, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. A minimum

batch of women varying from 25 % to 50 % had to accompany

each batch of emigrants. This emigration from India's was

no haphazard matter of uncontroclled recruiting and shipping,

but a systematic direction of a portion of India's surplus
population to the development of the colonies. The Gowvernor,
Scott, did not want to be overriden with the problems of
recruiting in bégg of its expenses therefore recommended

that prior arrangements be made with the Indian government

to enable Natal planters to procure Indians at their own expense,
subject to the conditicns that are present in other colonies.
They mere prepared to offer rates and inducements at least

equal to those in other parts of the world like the West Indies,
The recruitment for masny would serve an expegiment. The
employers were to repay the government three-fifths of the
passage money on every Indiam and the other expenses that is

charged on him,

W\.'TV\LW\FSLN . ARCHINES  YEAR Rtk FOW S.i\, F =



A Coolie Immigration Agent was to be appointed to be put

in charge of the Coolie Immigraticn Department. He was to
receive all moneys' due by the employers and hand them over to
the Colonial Treasurer. Furthermore he has to keep a registrar
of all Indians in the colony and to aszign their services to
employers., The Immnigrants were to work for 5 years industrial
service at wages not less than 1B shillings a month with the
opportunity of buying exemption from the last two years of that
service for 5 pounds. Five years after their arrivel to the
colony, they were free to work where they wented to., Ten vyesars
after their arrival they were entitled to free passages back to
India, but they did not wish to go back to India there was
nothing in the law to c.mpel them to do so, and if they wanted
to stay in Natal the governor could, make them grants of crown
land which was equal to the price of the journey back home,

The Natal lsw further stated thet the minimum wage would be

10 shiliings a month for food and clothing, When the Act was
passed Collins the Agent returned to Madras a~ d started
recruiting for his first ship. He experienced a number of
difficulties which were to persist throughout the emigration

to Natal. He recruited through the 3 main ports,

SHIP - PORT SAILING YEAR MALE
Truro Madras 18660 203
Belvedere Calcutta 186C 225
Lord George Bentrick ffadras 1850 159
Spirit of trade LCalcutta 1860 176
Tyburnic Madras 1867 266

Most of the emigrants during the 1860's and 1861, Collins' drew

from Madras, Lat:ir in the year a Natal agency was opened at



Culcutta under Hunt Marriott. Conditions of recruiting were more
difficult in Culcutta. There were fully 30 agencies, most

energetically competing with one another.

Many recruiters made false promises of free land across the scas.
The guilt of the Natal agents, especially Collins in not

making their recruits aware of the cxnditipns that waited

them in Natal, was clearly shamed by the complaints made by
returned emigrants in 1871, Some recruiters told villages of a
country that echilli trees bare gold, money was easy, food was
plentiful, fowls laid dismonds, gold was picked up in the streets
and fruit hanging uneaten from trees. OUne man was told he would
see the land of the devas., One cause of these abuses which the
Indian government took no steps to remedy was that no ccntrast,
detailing the terms of engagement was placed signed by emigrants,
They were merely informed verbally by the recrulters and agents
of the prospects that awaited them, "Under this system and
uncritically inspired by the recruiters promisest Some wers
paverty-stricken while other were black sheep, From Madras

the majority was classified as Malabars (Tamil low caste Coolies)
and Gentoas (Telegu speaking}. They were joined by the Vellalahs,
Mudeliars, Pillai and Rajputs. The emigration to Natal were a
heterogenous collecti n, with wide differences of language,
religiaon, and outlook. And differ as they did among themselves

#till mere did they differ from the communities that was already

established in Natal. There was a contention between the planters

-and the authorities over the guestion of the proportiun of

women should accompany the men, The planters regarded the Indian
emigretion as & migration of lsbour to supply the colonial

defficiency ernd woman could not do fielo work.

[ .M Thm()sem: ARCHIVEL  YEAR ol "L S A l)“?
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indentured replaced the slaves the migrant the labourer the
indentured. The labourers on the plantaticon worked from sunrise
to sunset and returned much too exhausted to cocnsider their
immediate environment. They cooked their starchy meals prepared
from their daily ration of rice and mealie meal, insufficient guantity
to last till lwnch the next day and provide a hurried breakfast
at dawn. There was no time to search out approprizte places
fo ablution and t-iletry. On the fields the sahili did not
like idle men. He worked them seven days a week which was very
) strenuous and difficult to cope with. But though they worked
long bhours they still had time to raise some vegetables at
my house." Tha problem lies with the plantation ocwner for he
exploited the labour resource and did not consider the social
implications. The company in fact restricted the rations

given to the workers by replacing rice with mealie meal,
When complains were loged, they ie. the sidhars should say that
maelie meal was better tham rice. The women and children who
were entitled to rations but never got it,

If the sahib grudged any prrson, he normzlly held back part of
their sslary, while some have lost their friends. “Under Law 14
of 1859 trose Indians convicted of illegal absences from work
were subjected to fines if wages were due:'*Many of the Indians
who dicd not comply with the fines were sentenced to imprisonment,
This was not profitable to the estate owner for there was hardly
any labour been made available, Therefore alternative measures

were tried but was not accomplished until 1872, When an

Indian absented himself from work without lawful cuase for a day.

EDNA BRADLCOW & IRIENTURED "TRDARNS TR RATAL ARD THE
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friends.

1.7

Their existence is a constant battle with starvation snding too
often in defeat, Their difficulties is not to Live human lives,
but liwves up to the lev~l of their poor standard of comfort.

The life .im many parts of India is one of poverty, starvatiaon
and health protlems. The indication of such cases were seen
when the emigrants came to Natal., They were physically poor,
diseased ridden. The climate was at its extreme and often

many people tould not withstand the climate with the result

they got boils on their body and skin peel;. >

When the Indians ﬁame to Natal, their health was improved ai.d this
was partly due to Natal's climate, 0On many occasions informants
indicated that the standard of living in Natal were much better
than India apart from the false stories they heard from the

recruiters about the riches of this land. These were very goad

reasons.,

REASCNS FOR COMING TO NATAL

lhe conditions in India wcre extremely difficult which permitted
the Indians population an opportunity for leaving the country.
Furthermore many escaped the caste systems and tried to gain
status out of that "cruel system". Some came to Natal to gain
wealth and adventure, while others came as field workers seeking
job opportunities, OCthers came because they made a girl
pregnant or escaping from their hersh mother~in-law. Some of
the women that came, wrre in search for their husbands. A

few esceped the climate in India which was unbearables The

indentured came as a individuals, occasibnally with kinsmen or

v
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The authorities on the other hand regarded Indian emigration

as a migration of people which needed some social consideration,
The Indian and British government admitted that the colonies
should not be made to pay for the importation of women with the
men but they insisted thet certain number of women should
accompany every hundred men., The Indian Acts covering
emigration had eradacated serious abuses from the transport of

emigrants from India to the colonies.

CONDITIONS IN INDIA BEFORE EMIGRATICGN TO SCUTH AFRICA

In the 19th century village life in many parts of India was
harsh and hard, the country being under developed stricken
periaodically by famine ravaged by disease and subsistent in
nature, Many hence industries have decayed with the importation
of British goods and cloths. Peesants were in need of land,
of which 2 very few wealthy landowners battered on the misery
of many tenants. Several informants described this in simple
lanqusge "We left at a time of drought and sickness. UuWe had
nothing to eat, we had no land nothing.“L Most of India's
population belongs to a depressed caste, and they suffered
most bitterly in the struggle to eke a living in the poverty
widden country side and the slums of the urban ghetto. This
does not mean however that in migrating to NWatal plight of the
Indian thet came to Natal was far more acute before he came.
18 million people perished of famine in the first B0 years of

the 19th centry., Millions of peasants are struggling to live

on half an acre of land.
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Some hoped to return often acquiring wealth but other never

wanted to return, Some came to natal with aspirations set by
the false stories toid by the recruiters. Whatever the reason
the Indentured has for bearing his maother land was sure but to

create a :.articular society outside his motherland.

CONDITIUNS OF THETR TRAVEL:

Shipswere examined and licenced by the Protector 12 superficial
fect and 72 cubic feet being the individual allowance per adult.
Scale of water and food for superior to the rations which they
were to receive in Natal was prescribed. Medicel officers and
interpreters accompanied the ships. The voyage from [adras to
Port Natal averaged 45 days, from Culcutta 54, The Madras
Indiens were usually in fairly good health and the death rate

in Madras ships seldom exceeded 2 %, While on the other hand
Culcutta Indians were less healthy. Cholera broke out at
Belvedere shortly after it sailed and there were 24 deaths,
Considering the discomfort which most travellers suffered on the
sca voyage in those dzys was not worthy that the Im.dians did
notcompiain, of the voyages. By these means that Natal pianters

were supplied with the labour they so dearly required,
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THE ASSIGNMENT OBF INDIANS:

Under Law 14 of 1853, the first assignment contract was walid
for 3 vyears. Filve years industrial service were to be performed
by each immigrant, unless at the end of the third or the fourth
year, he purchases his emancipation from the remaining one or tuwo
years at the rate two pounds ten shillings a yezr. Ig he did
not purchase such emancipation he reassigned by two contrects
each valid for no one year. O0n their arriwval at the different

.9 ports they were like "fishes in a2 waterless lake", not knowing
what to do, where to go, and who to be under. They were not
allowed to go where they wanted to go for they knew nothing
of the "land of the unknouwn'", My grandfathers' experience
was a terrible one "I found myself in the pesition of Shri Rama
when he was abandoned to the Dankatha Forest, everthing around
him was new new and he had to adopt himself in order to surviwe",
Many of the indentured labourers were picked up by their owners and

transported to the place of work,

.ﬁ {HE TREATMENT OF TWDIAN EMMIGRANTS

Most of the Ipdians who migrated to Natal in this period were
drawn from the lower strata of the Indian Societ;t Practically
many of the Indians wcre illiterate and extremely susceptible

to rumours . The arrival of indians in South Africa was to
cause an upheavel on many sociological problems. The

Iranian Sociologists "Ali Shariati" writes "If we remove the
concept of time from the history of a peopie and time has stood

still in South Africa ever since the advent of the white man in

respect of Labour,class, race relationship, the in.._

-—
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THE employer was entitled to withhold two days wages, provided
that he Jjustified the fine if the Indian complained to the
resident mafistrate. If no wages was due the sum was :‘deducted
fram the future wages due. In future to leawe the estate front
where he worked, he had to obtain a pass from his employer, the
very person who was interested in the refusal of such a grant.

A number of Indians therefore went to he magistrates on errands

of complaint without passes, and on their way they uwere

conwicted and imprisoned or returned to the estate, their complain
unheard or ignored.

None of the magistrates spoke the Indian lanquage and very rarely
an immigrant spoke anything but his native tonque,. The interpreters
presented different stories. The mafistrates were to visit

the estates to check on the conditions of the Indians, but very
few did so and many did not bother. The emigration and emigrants
lacked the support and protection of a strong government,
Therefore everthing depended upon the characters of the

employers, Many were kind and patient while others hastily
provoked by thestupidity, stubborness and laziness of their
servants, sometimes treated the Indians like a bull. Had the
government taken a firm lime in the first major case evil
practices would have been checked, instead they grew to extremes,
system of flogging etc.,. During the depression period employers
reached the depths of explcitation, Coolies were afraid to go to
the mafistrate to complain for the fear of the consequences to them
on their return from maiking such complains. During this period
many Indians were unemployed, while some were unfortunate emough
to have been assigned to planters who were bankrupt, they lost

thir jobd together with a aggregete aof 215 pounds in weages.,



In May 1868 there were 260 of them in Durban barracks. Their 1.0

plight was extra ordinary and they lived on government rations.

HOUSING FOR INDENTURED

The living conditions of the indentured detericrated when the
employers took over the provision of houses. The barracks
replaced the shacks. First they were provided with mud shacks
of which they paid rent. WMany of them experienced many
problems in these barracks though it was a better place thamn
their shack, but not as emfortable as the shack, They provided
no outlets for smoke with the result the units became black and
the air within was poisoned with fumes from burning braziers
especizally in winter. "Official observation produced such
reports as there is much rubbish about the Coolie huts together
with human excretement"} The authorities arnd employers should
be blamed for such conditions for they provided no facilities.
A commission investigating the living conditions in 1885 reported
"nersonal observation justifies us in saying that on many
estates the water used by the Indians far drinking and

culinary purposes is fouled by pollution of the vilest description”,
The houses that the local and central government set aside

for them .as so appalling that it was even unfit for human
habitation. The hnouses were generally small for the number of
inmates. The lanes were too narrow and this arrangemanets
neccessitates are filthy in the extreme and there is no

freedom of access for fresh air,

§) HILDA  KkUPER . INDIALD  PEOPLE Th NANTAL Fr:zs’



MARRIAGES IN THE IWDIAN COMMUNITY 2¢ 3y

N
It mormally takes place for two or three days. The boy goes to

‘a particular house in seach of a girl, The only time he is
allowed to marry and see the face of the girl is when he is
~married to her., The Boy's party usually invites friends,

:neighbours, and relatives to witness the wedding. The visitors

(4= ¥ Yu)
were normally fed with white rice, brenjall and king soup,

From the girls house to the place of marriage, drummers and
dancers would accompany her, The boys party would be led by four
escourts who holds a sheet above his head, signifying him to be
the Raja (king). The marrisge commences at a set time and also
ends at a particular time. A number of sacrifical rituals would
have to be performed before the wedded couple leaves the hall.
After the marriage the boy goes to the girls house, For{ded 8
days the boy and girl does not Q?gﬁgiogether. Hut on the 8th

day boy and girl invited by people and they give them a bed

. . 1
wikth a white sheet on which thevy bave to sleep ohn.
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On the following day the "middle wife" would check the bed and

- give results to the mother and father. This whole process was

;highly complexed and expense, It was unlike any other marriages
‘performed. The Indian community especially the Tamil speaking
' people followed this pattern very strictly. Marriages did take
~place in South Africa, but was not recognized by the government,.

: But after a struggle the government did recognize these

marriages,

BIRTH AND DEATH RATES

Among the Indians that came to work inm Scouth Africa, very feuw
had small families, In most cases there were family sizes
extending to B or 9 in each case, The reason given for this
is how many children would survive the economic plights

they faced., Some fathers wanted their children to be the sole
imheritor of his piece of land. BY having ane child he cannot
assure himself that this child would survive, Byt by having
many children, he is sure that at last or at least one might
survive, 0n the other hand many families were subjected

to economic depressions and by having large families they were
able to get a larger income and fight their depressiun.

One person says that "I think the cause of the Ibdian peaple
having large families 1s dwue to the lack of education and
recreational fzcilities made available to them, Many after

returning exhausted from work heving nothing else more attractive

g ML
e

than their loving wives." Although the Indians were fzced with the

tax problems, but theis did not affect the democgraphic structure
of the community at all, #neath rates were high in the many

estates, espec.,
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especially amongst the new borns and old aged pewuple., Many
that came from India were at a older age than was expected, so

faced with certian adversed conditions and strain and many

~died. But this did not drop the rate at wh.ch the population

' was growing, Tbe whites is fact became very antagonistic

‘against the rate of population growths feared: of being swamped.

ECONCMICS AND THE INDIAN PEQDUE

As soon as their contracts of indentured expirrd of, many Indians
branded out into other fields of economic activity. This faced
by 2 growing Indian population which outnumbered thm by 18831

the white colonists, feared that they would be swamped and wauld

laose polictical control as more and more Indians qualified for the

27

vote and I,dians with their different religious, languages, customs

and dress were regarded as strangers and as vumnassimilable.
Indians began to compete with whites in the supply of agriculturel
produce and oarticulary in tradimg and it was the arrival of the
passenger Indians in 1870 and their success in trading which
really changed the image of Indians from dependent labourers

to potential competitors., ODOr, Malan in 1932 stated that whites

objectéd primarily to the presence of Indian traders. Kruger
himself refused to take action agsinst the Indians because he
regatded them as useful to his people. There were certain
economic restrictions that was placed in the Indians, this
likited the ability of I dians to sell their labour in the best
market, and indirectly disgqualified them from establishing
business enterprises in the locations of their chioce. Many

were poor and could not purchase land for themselves., oome faced

the extremes of poverty. Tne generel economic status of the

Indians dig improve as the time went
nt on,



|
%"The Asiatices Land & Trading Amendment Act No 37 of 1919 2 %
Ein the Transvaal prohibited the ownership of fixed property
jby companies under Indian contrnl? The Cape Town Agreement of
1927 between the governments of South Africa and India raised
high hopes of a substantial improvement in education, social
services and housing, but most of this was not fulfilled.
Finally the passing of a legislatisn to tax those indentured
labourers that remained in South Africa, caused much preoblems
amongst the Indians. Escombe says "tax had a different intention
namely to bring Indians under the conisance of the police
and it is also intended to be a tax to compel a man uwhether
he likes it or notto leave the country,
The Satyagraha movement included the tax question in their
struggle which brought most of the indentured labourers under
the abjectives of this embelm, Eetween two to three thousand men
were out on strike by October 25, 1913 when Gandhi privately
met the coal owners and other prominent commercial leaders in
Durban and appealed to them to persuade the government to remove
the tax., Some of their objectives were achiewed but some were
not, The legislation reached its logical conclusion in 139506
with the passing of the Group Areas Act. This not applied through-
out the country and provided for the proclamation of specific
areas in which the various race groups could reside, The

political struqgule towards a Jjest society is still p revailent

today. The Indentured labourers laid the foundation for

future political struggles &nd also the weapon of passiveness,
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HOSPITALS

Medical treatment was either altogether absent on the estates
or imadequate even though the law ;equired employers of 20 or

more Indians, to provide hospitals. By a872 only one estate

had provided a sickroom and by 18B5 only three and these

29
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contained neither beds, bedding, medical attendents, laterines,

urinals or toilets., The depot hospital was primitive in the
extreme, no water basins or baths and only laterlines were put
which were holes in the groung, There was no segregation of
sexes, no separation of infections diseases or lepers. A staff
of one male nurse and a super-intendent was incharge of the
hospital. They were unable to cope with the needs of the
patients. The corpses were left to lie in the open which
'created a sickness in itself in the hospitals', The
equipment was insufficient and inefficient., In the railuay
hospital a plot form of trestles provided a mass bed and
nursing was unheard of, Some say "If you got sick and went to
hospital we die", So many concentrated on being healed by
faith healers. The emigrants had to use their own money to go
to hospitals and many could not afford this, The gouerﬁment
and resident magistrates did very little to ser that hospitals
were built for the workers. f#any Indians died before

reaching the hospitzl because it was too far from their place
of abode. The doctbrs normally arrive lzte to attend the

patients and insome serious cases the patient dies.




THE POLITICAL POSITION OF THE INDENTURED LABOURER: 30

It was ver difficult for the indentured labourers working on

the estate to resist or protest against any injustices they faced.
The estate owners normally choose a Sirdar ie, a "gang boss" who
was responsible for keeping the indentured labourer together

2nd also to see that they did not rtesist. 1If a indentured
labourer resisted, he was postsd to @nother area where he was
deprivad of his family, wBut in 1862 on the shire estate the
workers refused to work for they protested to go or they went
against the working conditions, they preffered to go to prison,
These minor political movements agzinst the injustice of an

. . % oae
alien societys' treatment on them,

But from 1986 onwards a great political movement started which was
known as Satyagraha Movement (force of truth), but did not
include the indentured labourers., It started as a result of the
registration act passed on Indians. The resistence was restricted
to the merchant class. Byt later broadened to include the

marriage question immigration guestion and other issues,

R series of moves made by the whites which caused the Indians to
protest, The Indians were at that period 1860 to 1914 very passive
and shared no interest in what was done to them, But certain
issues really provoked them to protest against the system, 1In

1926 white unempleyment was politically unaccepted and hence a
statutory colour bar was introduced, nBy this legislation

many Indians have lost their jobs and were replaced by the

’
wWhitesy
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CONCLUSION

The Indians that came to South Africa as indentured labourers
were exposed to a lot of problems. Oespite their effects to
satisfy their tasks they alsc gained economic prosperity.

The whites merely treated them as labourers but they put up

a struggle to remove such a discrimination. They left a
culture of peace in the minds of the whites in Sguth Africa,
They were helpful bW assisting to improve the economy of the
country as a whole. They were very useful to the whites
economically. They uwere not barbarians but rather a civilized
group with high ethiss, morals and values, The indentured
labourer did his work sincerely and honestly., They were a graup
of people who established in South Africa a new society under
whose umbrella we took shelter, Although they may have saused
a ill feeling Letween themselves and the Blacks they none the
less accepted trade with the Blacks. Our forefathers should be
praiged and be known about for what they established for us

in South Africa.
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