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INTRODUUTTIOCN

Biographies have been written of many great personalities., History in
fact is made up of the actions of men either set on changing the

existing circumstances, or to fulfill their own ambitions, 1 have chosen
my Grandfathar Mr Mohammad Fazel Khan as the subject of a biography not
because he pccupied an important place in History or because he was thae
only member in the family who came from India, but because of ﬁhe keen
interest he displayed when I told him of my research and his willingness
to be of assistance to me, On readirg his biography one will find that

he has crowded a good amount of experiences into his life.



PLACE OF ORIGIN IN INDTA

Grandfather was born on the eve of the First World War on 14 August 1914,
in the Rander district of Surat in flombay. My attempts to locate Rander
on any map of India or to find information on its socio-economic back-
ground was unsuccessful, My next move was to read some general history
of Bombay, from which I leernt that it was the largest and most important
port of India., "From 1860 onwards Bombay grew dramatically in every way:
population, physical extent, employment, wealth, sophistication., By 1896
it had more than 800 000 inhabitants, and despite a serious setback of
bubonic plague in that year the nopulation resumed its growth passing

900 000 in 1911,"7

Surat lies 150 miles North of Bambay and is the chisf port of Gujerat;

it seemed to have gained in economic importance right from the 1660's
when the Dutch Cast India Companmy first built its trading stations thers

and established its headguarters, 2

1. 0. Moraes: The Great Cities - Bombay, p. 54,

2, D, Moraes: The Creat Cities - Bombay, pp., 42-44,




SCCIN-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

Grandfather states that they were a mixed community but since he left
India at the early age of ten he does not know the different race groups.
Ha also says "our family mingled with all the psople."3 According to
Taya Zinkin most Indians lived in villages and "Indians run the whole
gamut from mongloid te semitic, from negroid to negrito races."% Most
of Bombay and Gujerat was predominantly inhabited by Muslims and Hindus,
He states that the mixed community comprised mostly of agriculturalists
and labourers, This evidence is supported by Jean Filliozat who states
that "there is a general division of society into agricultural and
industrial workers,"d She further states that in small townships or
rural districts the carpenter, blacksmith, petter and policemen keep
their distinct and necessary function and means of livelihoed of their
particular group because they are trained for no other., Relationships

between different groups are restricted to the interchange essential to

3. Interview with my Grandfather: 2 April 1933,
(Hencefnrth referred to as First Interviews).

4, T. Zinkin: India, p.B8.

5, J.Fillipzat: India ~.7he Country And Tts Peopls, p.6G1.




daily life, but apart from the occasional rivalry and dispute they considser
each other as necessary and complimentary.,

As regards their working conditions there is a basic feseture common to all:
although land is divided up into a large number of small independent farms
the villages appear to live on a broad communal basis and rot only do

small scale farmers help each other in turn in tasks such as ploughing, -
sowing, irrigation and harvesting and have their flecks and herds tendersd
all together, each uillaée also has its group of traders and profassional men
who serve the whole community and re€eive payment not in meoney but in

kind.®

Grandfathers family belonged to the wealthy landowning class and their

main occupation was agricultural Farming.7 From my conversation with

my DrandfathErg brother Mr £brahim Fazel Khan I learnt that my great
great-GrandTaether Hoosen Khan was smployed by the British Government as

a general, When he retired he was given the chioce eithsr to take |
pension in cash or land, Hoossen Khan chose the land, As a result my

creat Grandfether Mr Fazel Khan Hoosen Khan and the family inherited

lend and established themselves as agriculturalists,B

6. J. Filliozat; 1India = The Country And Its People, p.B67.

7« First Interview,
B, Second Tnterview with my Grandfathers brother: Mr Fazel Khan

30 April 1683, (Henceforth referred to Second Interview).



Thea family could not supply any documsntary evidence about my great
‘great Grandfathers date of birth and death except that he was originally
from Afghanistan, settled in India and died there., The only information
I could gather from text book is that the British ruled India during the
years 1842 - 1947, '

In November 1918 my great Grandfather sailed from Bombay to Ourban
leaving behind my great grandmother Amina Bebe Khan and the rsst of the
f'amily.q He arrived in early 1919, Amina Bebe apparently was a Burmese,
born in Rangoon. How she came to be in India is unknown,10 My great
Grandfather came as a passenger Indian at the ags of 32, 0One of my
Grandfathers uncls was a manager of the ship which came to Durban harbours
he noted the situation in South Africa and when the ship returned to India
he gave a very encouraging report of the progress made by Indians in

South Africa.!! This enticed my Grandfather to come to South Africa.

His experience of agricultural farming in India made him. pursue it in

South Africa as well and he also set up a.small poultry business,1?

9. freat Grandfathers actual dates of departure and arrival could not be
traced,

10, Second Interview.
11. Second Interview,

12. First Interview,



He befriended a Mr Motala who scon recommended him to the owner of a
General Dealer Mr Mullah who needed a Manager for his shop.13 He

accepted this positinn though he continued with farming as well,

13, Firat Interview,



REASONS FCR LEAVING CRIGTNAL COUNTRY

"My Tather saw better prospects for the children," Grandfather stated

"he therefore sent my fee for me to come,"’4 1In order to justify this

we have to look into India's condition from 1918 onwards, The situation
was changing rapidly after the First world War., People were trying to
bring about constitutional changes, "British policy of reform was
primarily designed to safeguard the interest of the naw elite in tha
villages, without disturbing the precapitalist mode of production,

Social tensian gathered momentum s the landlord stubbornly clung to
power."15

Rent paying tenants rose in struggle against landlofds. Various agrarians
movements were organised, As there movements gained momentum they caused
social disorder and the positions of great landlords became insecure,

As my great Grandfather left India during this period of chaos and had
found a more guieter existence in South Africa he strived towards

bringing his entire family over.

I have briefly discussed the various movements and in doing so I have
largely referred to Sunil Sens "Agrarian Relationship In India."™ The
earliest form of peasant association was the "ryot sabkas," From 1917
onwards there was a marked increase in peasant wnrest, In this year

1

Ghandhi launched the Champaran struggls,

14, First Interview,

15, 5., Sen: Agrerian Relations In India, p.177.




The major portion of this district was held by the Bettiah, Ramnagar
and Madhuban estates; the landlords leased out their land to the
planters, The ryots discontent became intense as the planters

enhanced rent under the tinkathia system, They also revolted as they
were forced to ﬁay more rent against the freedom from growing indige crop
which was rapidly declining in the twentieth century. Then another
movement, also launchad éy Ghandhi in 1918, the Satyagraha of Patidar
ryots of Kaira (Kheda) in Gujerat. Here the ryots paid revenue to the
government, In 1917 there was a failure of kharif crops due to heawvy
rains, and the ryots demanded suspension of land revenue, But the
government rejected their demand, and the movement was in full swing
from March to June, Thus in 1919 during the Rowlett Satyagraha the
Kaira district was in the vortex of disturbances.

From the 1920 onwards continued tenant struggls flared up. After the
rent Act of 1886 was passed, the landlords often evictsd the tenants in
order to get Nazarana from new tenants. ODuring 1919-1920 notices of
sviction rose to 2 593, ﬁs a result the tenant struggled spread to

other districts from Uttar Pradesh where it startad.16

16, S. Sent Agrarian Relatiors In India, po., 179-183




In Seouth Africa, after the first World War which lasted from 1914-1918
there was a cessation of Indentured Immigrants, "Trade was good at the
time as a result of the war, and the transition from indentured labour
to free labour was accomplished without too many difficulties."17 In
Natal there were no restrictions on Indians owning land., 1Indians were
acquiring land in an even larger scale in the Coastal Areas, Duriné
the years 1320-1921 no restrictions had been placed in Natal on land
holdings by Indians, and Durban still possessed a considerable amount
of land not yet dispossessed of to private owners, Periodic auction
sale was helc and Indians were accustomed tc bid for and buy this land,
But in 1922 there was a strong protestrfrom the European public and the
auction was abandoned,

Although land was provided the arrangements for Indian housing at this
time was most unsatisfactory. "The great mass of the Indians were very
poor and they frequently occupied land non the out skirts of the town
which meant that every approach to Durban was littered by untidy Sanitary
Indian Shavks... The ghacks were badly built, which very soon fell into
a stata of disrepair. E£ach rcoom was occupised by a seperata Family and
. cooking was done owtsides in a communal shelter srected at the back.
Sanitary conditions were inadequate or non existent,"18

Grandfather states that although these conditions were deplorable they

wera much better than the conditions that existed in India.

17. M. Palmer: History of the Indians in Nataly p.%3.

18. M, Palmer: History of the Indians in Natel, p.70.



DEPARTIUURE 8ND ARRTIVAL

He boarded the 5.S5. Karagola in May 1924 and arrived in 3outh Africa in
June of the same year, According to him there were four ships operating
from Bombay to South Africa., While one was in Bombay one arrived in
South Africa while the two others were in mid-sea. As & result evary

fortnight a ship arrived at Durban harbour.

FIRST FLACE OF SETTLEMENT

His father had arranged for him to stay in South Coast Junction (Present

day Ressburgh), The absence of any educational institute in the

Marianhill area largely accounted for this, He lived with his uncle

Rasopl Mia Sadek who owned a butcher., He took his education in the Clairwood

Government Aided Indian School,

FIRST DCCUPATION
As he was. only ten years old when he arrived in South Africa he took some
time to adast to his new environment, After schonl hours he used to assist
his uncle in the butcher, as a result of which he learnt the art of business.
After completing his standard three at the age of fifteen he left school and

went out working., In the beginning he worked at Paddock on the South Coast,
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SURSEQUENT OCCUPATION

Tn 1974 he returned to Clairwcod but left again, * This time to Van Reenen
which was at that time the border of Natal and the Orange free State,
During this year my great granny and the rest of the family arrived in
Scuth Africa. The reason for their coming was that the law of 1933
stated that children above the aqge of 17 would not be allowed 5o enter
South Africa. hy graat Srandfather applied for thesir passportsand they
arrived in South Africa on 4 February 1934,

While my Grandfather was living in Van Reenernhe married a woman named
Halima, the daughter of a businessman Mr Pesrhbbai, Ffrom this marriage he had
two children, a daughter named 7ubeida born in Necember 1938 and a son
named Ismail born in February 19541, During this year he moved to
Ladysmith in Northéb Natal. wWhile he was here he worked as a salesman

and also as a commercial traveller. This was his main occupation until
the Second world War broke out in 1942, During the war he was employed
in the ammunition factory in Ladysmith known as the South African Mint,
There they used to manufacture cannon shots known as twenty~five pounders
which had a destroying range of twenty-five miles, 19

After the war the Sauth African Mint was taken over by the Consolidated

Textile Mills for processing raw cotton,

19, See Appendices.,
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Grandfather states that: "should the war break out again I will be

called upon to serve because from the moment 1 started I knew my job,

and still know the secret of manufacturing i{:ZU He was also employed

as a superqisor of two departments, the cordite cuttimg and bag stamping,

He worked in shifts,

After the war Grandfather purchased two busimesses, one an eating house

in Colenso and the other Athlone Cafe adjoining the Athlona cinema in
Ladysmith, Until 1951 he lived in Colenso. But twc years later he returned
to Ladysmith, decided to go into partnership with one of his friends who
dicappointed him so he decided to close both the business, During the

years 1952-1960 he lived béth in Ladysmith and in Glenceo. He returned to
commercial travelling and at the same time worked as a clerk for

Moshell Gevissers branch in Ladysmith, In the year 1960 he returned to
Durban were he worked as a salesman in a clothing shopi and a furniture

shop respectively. At present he is working in Hammarsdale and'is residing
in Unit 11 in Chatsworth,

He remembers the 1949 riots and took an active part in protecting his
f‘amily.21
He proudly claims to be the holder of a medal and a dioloma from Charles
Atlas of America on body building. He obtained this because he could 1lift
up 50 pounds with one finger above his haad., He further says that at the
age of sixty two he got his insurance policy at which the doctecrs thgmseluss
were surprised. He was alsoc an active sportsman, played tennis in Ladysmith

and won the double Championship.

20, First Interview,

21. See Appendices,
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SOCIAL AND PELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

At the moment he is 2 member of the Crossmoor Civic Association, This
Association holds a meeting every Sunday. Through this association the
varipus problems of‘the inhabitants such as trouble of the railways,
corporation, parking problems etc., are solved. He is also the founder
and active member of the Crosamoor Islamic Society which also attends to
the problems of the Muslim community, While he was living in Ladysmith
he was elected as A council member for the Natal Indian Congress Branch

of Ladysmith, He was ogroved to be a very dedicated member.
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CONCLUSTION

It would be noteworthy to add to his long list of experiences, his secaond
marriage to Ayesha Bebe. My late grandmothst passed away when my mothar
was seventeen years old, My Grandfather remarried six years later in 1963,
He has no children from the second marriage. 0On his next birthday he will
be 70 ysars ald, He looks much younger than his age and is still very

active and in good health,
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APPENDTICDS

19 — These were the shslls with which the British troops in South Africa
blasted German Tiger tanks., 0Only then did Romel, the commandar of ths
German army retreat, When Japan entered the War a second shell was made
known as the 3.7 harwitzer, UWhen these wers used Japan was ig::fiu retreat.
Grandfather said that according to the foreman in order to keep one

‘soldier going in the front-linme they needed about ten people to supply
ammunition, clothing etc, The War ended in 1945 with the blasting of

the Atomic Bomb in Japan, Victory went to Britian and its allies,

U.5.A., Russia and France, At that time the twenty five poundar} was

manufactured in Pretoria as well as in Kimbergly.

21 - My Grandfather was paying a visit to his parents, who at that time

was raéiding at the farm Damatt near Marianhill, One Saturday evening
while he was teking a walk in the garden he was attacked by Africans,

He ran indoors and warned his families, Thereafter he fired a few shots

at the Africanms, But because his father was well known te the Africans
they did not attack but warned that when the bullets would be finished

they would attack, By midnight they had already looted the shop and

was directing their attacik at the family., My Grandfather hid his parents
in a banana pit and with his younger brother climbed a tree to watch the
movement of the Africans, He remembers ssing more and more Africans being
broughf in a van which he says looked liked ome of the Natal Durban Corporation
{(NDC) vans, He also witnsssed with horror how the neighbouring houses

were being burmt down and people were being killed or injured. “ortunately

their house was not burnt. When the Africans had cleared away he brought
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APPENDICES

his family into the house which was completely ransacked, He says that

"we had lost sverything but were lucky to be eglive,”

Grandfather says that the riot was caused by a dispute over a loaf of bread
in Durban. An African boy was assualted by an Indian and the Africans
attacked the Indians, Indians living in the Cato Manor area were most
seXverely hit. Many shops ang houses were burnt down. Indians were

burnt and killed, The riot ceme to an end only when the army and the navy

came to the rescue of the Indians.
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My GRANDFATHER'S MOTHER AND BROTHLR,

Mr Khan's mother. Mrs Amine Bebe, was born

in Rangoon and remained in Indis with her

children while her husband established himsalf

in South Africa . . . Har family maintain that sha
i3 well over 100 vears old.

e "ot P - .

STORE keeper Mr Fazel Khan was born i Dom:

bay. At present a mosque is being bifilt along:

side his store while about 12 othar families
occupy houses on his fand




%@/ME&W cotise 0/ e C(%W 6%0 €
AV orvorcsty /ﬁm/ /”?f Wi e salistied hal /3 o fras AWWM/ 11 iaalevcd,
s cocerse, //z(’/;-g/m,o tve 04//7 aww‘c/ a'/n(/ /fz/cw?[ Lhia

it ewiderice %(z/ /e e ﬁa/f (mn/zﬁe r/ M//L cz/% %{

sy

OOW///M
Al&m/ % Meallh, maf% and

SRR, S

/2 ef/{zm,@wwﬂfa/ Lo-enallte firwe lo y@cz(///,a/fe / 02
(Vres Hnslitecdiore. B Lesls 1120908y whs e/wq'” e

hawve frencundo apfr Tacec! ot 1 ?ﬂ/ﬂda/ﬂmz[

aseal lhiy 7 /(//a/z//

:J(‘Zﬁyfr./' .‘.




e st e AT AE TMEATA
ECONOMIC MAP OF INDILA.

MINERAL
PRODUCTS
B Cosi
’ lron are
O Bauxite
Mica
Manganese
Chrome

Beryl
® Gold
Mineral oil

"& Large hydro-cle
O Rurkela: Indust

309 .

=5

@ Titanium Thorium-Uranium

|
&)

L)
B

ctric installations
rial centres

-. -'b.a'- * : V3
Ll ¢ RarAD 3T o=
e .“».:-" :’h((qo Banas_Gang ¥

z -/Allahabad -

J.o e . 4
Ahmmadabad
OBaroda

= Chittarangan™

amshedputy, ™ |

' .73;:23;,&. cS?Cr)\alcul‘.tz’a

(n uclear centrel
Tromba
; Bomba

T0®

a'. » -". . .G
oBhadravati
. - Bangalore

R

Xe

6
o= &
.

10°

T Cochin.Alw
Ernakulam

MAIN
CROPS

4/, Wheat

Rice
Cotton = |
Millet
Sugar cane
Tea

R Rubber

0 300amilé.

L}
500 Km

~ [ ropic o cancer

1000 Km

RAIL NETWQRIK

India : Economic



23

SOURCE LIST

ELLIOT, J.: India,
B.T. Patsford Ltd, London, 1577,

FILLIBZAT, Jd.: India = The Country And Its Peaple,

George G. Harrap & Co, Ltd, 1962,

MORAES, D.: The Great Cities - Bombay.

Time Life Internationals, Amsterdam, 1975,

PALMER, M.: History Of The Indians In Natal,

Gireenwood Press Publishers, Westport, Connecticut,

SEN, S.: Agrarian Relations In India {1793-1947).

New Delhi, Peoples Publishing Houss, 1979.

ZINKIN, T.: India.

Thames And Hudson Ltd, London, 1965,





