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INTRODUCTION

The subject L have done research study on is the late
lir. Sewthal Mohangi. IMuch of the information was
gathered from his only living son, Mr. Rajaram Mohangi

now retired teacher and 2o prosperous business man.,

The late Mr. 3. Mohangi was born in Gorukpur, India and

came to this country when he was 8-9 years old, By

sheer dint of hard work, he became a leading p¢rsonality
in the district a praosperous farmer and business man

-in. Isnenbe.

Arong, other official pesitions, he was the foundation
menber cof the Natal Indian Cane Growers Association,,
:{f‘:.i..c,e chajrman. of the Shree Sanathan Dharam Sabba
(Xatal), chairman and trustee ofthe Isnemhe Endian
Schoeol, trustee of the Shri vishnu temple and an

executive mewocr of the Tongaat Indian Mill Group.

Mr. S. Mohangi was always kindly disposed and gave
generously in all charitable and educationalk causes.
It was through his dint and sheer effort the Benevolent

and. 0ld. Age Home came to realization in Pongaat.

He died on deptember IS5, I952. MMr S, Mohangi leaves
behind seven sons, five daughters and a host, of grand

children.



2. Place of Orlgin s
o )
Mohangl Sewthal wes second son of late Sewthal, Flace of births

Dharpund Ghila Gokuwpur,: khama Radurspur in 1883, date and month unknown,

3. Seclo-Ece Background s

“. Mr Mohingl Sewthal®s father was a farmer - a small-holder, He culti-
vated rices (agte s Kahar. '

ap
Ly

4, Beasons for Leaving Oricinal Countxy

=t Mp Sewthal Mohangl wee a boy of about 8 = 9 years old when he came to
South Africas Mr Sewthal wss abducted by his in-laws ie Mr Beharie.

%" My Behsrle came to S: Africs as an indentured-labourer, On his jour-
ney to S. Africs lirs Beharie, his wife, bavo birth to a daughter, named
Scogrie whom later married Sewthal Mohangi, Beharie served and fulfilled
his contract for Tongast Group, On expiry of contract = (indenture) - he
returned to India, While in India he got hie dasughter married to Sewthal
Mohangl ie¢ he wae about 8/9 yrs old. His future in India was blesk. w0 he

declided to return to S. Africa, to resume his job at the Tongaat Group,

Mr and Nrs Mohangl went to bid hig inclawg farewell - at the port of
Calcutte, Mr Beharie put them on board ag well,

'Mr Sewthal 'y mother became anxious when they failed to Teturn.sfter
some hours had lapsed, $he set out on foot looking for her son and
daughter=in-law, On her wey to the Port of Calcutts, she wes caught in

“



the mongoon floods This resulted in her death, which was learned when Mr
Sewthal went back to India in 1950,

5. Dates of Departure.and Arrival to S, Africa s

. Came to South Africa in 1894. Dste and menth anknown,

6. lMama of Shin and Port of Entzy s

uﬂkupwﬂ_) DEPARTAENT 8F EFANPFPEANAL AP IRS Mas Mo AEcColns.
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7. Elrst Place of Settlement

iy 3

Mr Beharie came back.-to S. Africa and resumed his job at the Tongast
Growp im the vicinity of Tongaat/Esnembe area,

Mr Sewthal being a young boy followed hls in-laws into this area.

Another .rexeon .was that he was dependent on Mr Beharie for support.
8. Eirst Occupation s

Nr Sewthal was young, so his first job was that of a handy boy for the
Tongaat Group = delivering building material, He earned five shillings a
monthe

9« Subseouent Places of Settlement and Occupatiopn s

Mr Sewthal Mohangl and his father-in~-law worked together. They
saved money and eventually his father=in~law bought & fam in Isnembe,
The area in which he bought the famm was Golomie, At present this land
is owmned by thloLTpnga_at Group = on this area the Tongaat Bakery is built,
On the famm they cultivated maize, beans. Mr Mohangl Sewthal worked the

U



fara with hig father-in=law, = . , - C e

_As & Tesult of family dispute, Sewthal moved out. His savings were. .
given to his in-laws for. safe~keeping. When he requested for his savings,
Mr Beharie deducted Boaxrding & lodging charges and his passage fare to S.
Africas With the result he was left with a few pounds,

Mr.Sewthal Mohangi moved away and settled in Ndoninie, which is in the
Isnembe area, He leased a farm from s certain Mr A.S. Dykes. .

When he arrived on the fam there wag no ghelter, % he and his wife
and their two children set up tarps and spent the night under the wagon
(ox=cart)s On this fam he cultivated fresh:produce,

P
t:» . As business begun to thrive he bought his first. fazm at Spionkop.

(Refer to Titlz Deeds) LOT A.B. 1152. extent 524 acres, 3 pounds an acre.

Sfurelios. )

1

On this faon he planted bananas, mealies and beang, He then entered
into a partnership with Mr Ramfakir, They bought and socld fregh produce

such as tobacco, beans, maize, which they sold to the customs,

*#is business was thriving, and in a few years Mr Mohangi becsme 2
very rich man, - ' He settled in Ignembe, from here he aquired other land for
investment. His second property he bought was in Cato Manor, 53 Jansen
Avenue. This land was bought on the names of his sons. Price of proper-
ty mas eleven thousand poundse.
3rd property with house, purchase price 5 thousand pounds at 63 Booth Ave-
nue, -
4th property at Sea=Cow lake.
S5th property. at Hillcrest.



™
1

The land at Aillcrest was Iédsed out to Y.G, Reddy for 5 hundred
pounds, The land at Hillcrest ws s0ld in 1968 to George Rose from Hill=
crest, The reason for sale of ‘this land by his son, was that the Africans ,
vhom were evicted from Umkumban srea & Csto Manor moved onﬁ:—his land as
squatters. ~The chief claimed this vacant area as crown land. After the
contIoversy was sorted out this farm was sold.

" Thl'ﬁﬂh&ngi Estate still own a large amount of land in Ignembe. They

are regarded-as one of the great Indian Sugar barons ‘in this area,

- Mr Sewthal Mohangi married at an early age of 8 years. He married
the daughter of Mr Beharie in India, He was the proud father of 12 chil~

dren, Mohangl Sewthal fathered 7 sons and 5 daughters.

. L. . 4. . . S . . Lo v “
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Nt gy RampaTian s eldest ‘son, died st an esrly age, was a taxi driver.

" MarFfled with 4 sons and 5 daughters.

'1¥, ‘lutcimienarian s 2nd son, famer, died at young age of 47-48.
Married with 6 sons and 4 daughters.

119, 'Ramgooral s 3rd son, fammer, mechanic, cripple, died of ‘stToke.
"5 Married with 5 sons and 7 dsughterse

ivVy-  Jiunkbhudap s died when he was 18 'fears, comnitted suicide.

Ve Baiaram s 70 years old, school teacher, presently residing in



Isnembe, married, 3 sonsy 2 daughters,

vi. Jonna s famer, deceagseds Has 3 sons & 3 daughters.

vii, Udshan s youngest son, school teacher, dled of heart attack, 3

sons & 2 doughters,

be .Rauchtexs s -

i. Majadie - married

11, DMohader
111, Besmath | L revercich
. 1V. - Rawa.

Ve Chatrakut

11« ‘Seclala Religious and Political Activiiies s

Sewthal Mohangl was the first man in Isnembe {Spilonkop area) to intro-
duca sugar cane faming, He was also responsible for the foundation of
the Natal Cane Growers Agsociationg Other prominent member was Mr Boda=~
singhs This association was regponsible for fammers being allocated quo-

tas for cutting sugsr cane, i

i Mohangl Sewthal got the help of late Mr E.G. Chunno, (principal of
Tongaat Indian High) to call up a meeting with Indian farmers such as
mdadm.'

el

“i ToMAg a result of this meeting an assoclation was fommeds; of which Mr
Sewthal became chaimman of the Tongaat Indian Mill Group,



" He had no formal education, all his legal matters were done for him

by E.G. Choonu,

School = there was' no schools at Isnembe. Though he had no formal

education he always aimed at getting his children educated.

“Through the help of Mr Seebrath they fomed a private school in Is-
nembe, This school was opened in 1928 in the Spionkop area, The ex-

penses was pald by the community of ‘which Sewthal was s large donor,

This private school was the for-runner of the Isnembe State alded
Indian School which was moved to Isnembe in 1940, This school was subsi-
dized by the Goverrment.,

This school is p‘ro‘sently known as the Isnembe High School, Some of
the first trustees of the private school were G, Harrenandan Moharaj, T,
ﬁﬁibenn, Jack Persad Maharaj and Mr Sewthal Mohangi, others cannot be

remembered,

. .",
!
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. "Mr Sewthal Mohangi was also interested in religious'sctivities. He
was Thetrunental 1h founding the Shri-Harriop Vighnu temple which is situa-
ted in Isnembe next to the thﬂnkloop primary school, Mohangi Sewthal do=
nated'} acre for the building of the temple. Also donsted funds towards
the teaple. Mr Sewthal was responsible for purchasing the dome of the
temple, He had the dome imported from India through Vallabjee and sons

in Tongaat, Cost of the dome was 650 pounds.

-t



. . ’ .

S¢ Mohangl was appnachod by G, Hurbang and R.G.T , Watsons - director
of Torigaaf Group to etarf‘the homes = and to follow the scheme,

Two homes were built, one built by Desai and the other by Sewthal Mow
ha'ngi... l

Sewthal Mohangl donated 5 thousand pounds,  Homes were also financed
by the housing board,

S« Mohangl and K.P, Desail contributed a certain sum of money to the

board” for 25 years for maintenance of these homes.
- The homes are gltuated in Temple Flats, in Plain Street, Tongaat.
Batal Indian Cenaress s
Mohangl Sewthal was president of N.I.C. of the Tongaat Branch. He
8130 becsme the acting chaiman of the N.I.C. Mohangi was put on the
N.I.C. becauge hs was a prominent member in his community. G, Hurban

put him on the board as a figure head. Sewthal was illiterste. He cone
tributed towards the N.I.C. by giving donations,

$. Mohangi®’s ambition was to start his own gchool, unfortunately, he
failed to achieve this in his life-time,

His sons Rajarsm and Ubadall Mohangl to perpetuate Sewthal's name,



/A

bullt a school in honour of him. This land was donated by G. Hurbans
in memory of his late brother N. Hurbans. The construction and
furnishing of the school was done by Mr Rajaram and Udaban Mohangi.

This school is named MOHANGI GOVERNMTNT AIDED INDIAN SCHOOL
Officially opened on the 20 June 1959 by the director of education,
L.J.T. Biebuyck, Esq. One of the guest speakers was Mrs. Fatima Meer
a lecturer in social science at Natal University. This school enjoys
a P.4 status amongst lush and rolling sugar cane farm, in a little
farming complex on the Nafal North Coast.

Prominent Indian Cane Growers were present at the official meeting.

The director in his speech complimented the builders to have constructe
a laternal system which was the best in the country at that time.

CONCLUSION

This project would have not been materialsed had it not been for the
following whom I owe my sincerest gratitude:

1. DBALWANTH AMEETA
2. EKARAN VINESH

3. NAIDOO NAVENDRA
4, MOHANGI RAJARAM
5. RAMRUTHEN V.R. for proof reading the script.
6. SUKHDEO V.R. : for photo copying.

7. SUKHDEO R. : for photographs.

8. STAFF OF DOCUMENTATION CENTRE.

for typing the manuscript.

for the use of his transport.

for sketches of the temple.

for the information on Mr s. Mohangi.
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4 15IMEMBE SHREE HARISOOB VISHNUTEMPLE, STANGER.
A wondand ron temple was erected by Ganga Mahara) in 1924,
Later. his son Haripundan snd 5. Mohangl, purchased a new site
neatby in order ta establish 3 more permanent pubtic terple. Marble
Moerths were brought from Jaipur and incorporatid (nte a new brick
i concrete Luilding in 1928-34. The design and supervision wers
carriedd out by Haripundan himself while the construction work was
undertaken by Budrikassie, a local builder. An excellent little building in
the Narth Indian style, A bright circumarmbutatory surrounds a triple
rubedd silihara which houses images of Caruda, Hanuman, Krishna and
ottiers in shallow recesses In the octagonal shaft. The unusual, confeal
dome represents a concerted effort by the desioner (o brealc away from
the lslamie influence so apparent in most other local MNarth llndian
remples i
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17.

, Frovided the Lessee ghall heve fulfilled all the terms
{ and ccnditions of this lease he shell heve the option of purehesing
B2 the geid property at the terminstion of the leame and not before
by o7 in the sum of TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTY THREE POUNDSTHREE SHILLINGS
L AYD NINE PENCE (£2063. 3. 9.) STERLING, As 2 condiderstion for
. ¢ mm e guch T;gtion the Lempee ghall depopit with the Lesmsor a sum of
i ¥, 'THIRTEEN POUNDS THRER SHILLINGS (£13. 3.  0,) Sterling, whidh
. Ve :depapit shall be forfeited in the event of the lLeseee not exerpis-
ing his option, but otherwige Im credited to the Lessee as part of

o

|
- i

, “the purchage price, Should the Lesses exeroise his option of

A . b 144
. ‘ogtRe the terms and conditions of the sele and purchiise shall
W%F%* o W D), élgable be those contained in the Companyfs ~Lu' ‘»h»ﬁ’"! :
Vi printed form ontract of Sale a copy of which is attached here-. .o

Vi -t . i B "wm
e 18. i

It is a conditi®n precedent of thie lease that the Lessee
ghall during the whole term thereol assume all liabilities of
_ ownership and hold himgelf liable for outgoinge of every desorip-
I tion se provided for in this lease and in addition the cost of

v *{ Fencing between the land hereby leased and the sdjoining land,

19.

. | The Leggee shall have the right to deposit with the Leasor .
o 07 )|eXy Such sum or sums as he may wish, provided the sggregste does . .

ot exceed the total purchese price (inoluding the smoumt of the

L I ]
St AI5% d6posiv-dn-terms or Clause 17) and the Lessor Addow [oih
¢ the Lessee interest at the rate of 6f per snnum from the datefof '
& |eny Buch devosltsd or deposits being xeceived prior to the termination
g {of this lemse, Should the option not be exercised A deposits v h
¥ |{exclusive of the amount of the said 5% depomit) sbell be .
woousirefunded to the Lessee. ‘ : : - y
P P o S 20, 4 o
; . - e L e T A e et e , ; . L ek o S .-I:ll
e - 7 ol e Lessee shall pay stamp duty leviable in respect of ¥

" ./this ¢greement in terms of Act 30 of 1911,
| AP "‘

L " T e S
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hawf Land and liolomzation companv, leited

L 3

—

CONDITIONS OF SALE.

3;{,__,,2,4.;;.. ;-.um-.ﬁly-

S A
! o
® 7

* wJM

iof Sa.Ie shal,l be _bindingf on. the'

o - -

Dl o ORI

L.
.

L

gi., mm;. LAND AND COLONIZATION COMPANY, LIMITED (hercinaftor called the compmjfr);

I “ : |
F B x = i."

‘, % gd!ed the purchaaer) :
S ' “éﬂw Company agrees to sell and the purchaser agrees to boy upon and subject to the several terms,
*‘ and provisions hereinafter conteined, the property above mentioned, short particulaxs of which are 3
tn the Schedule hereto accordigg to the Company’s Deeds and Diagrams, which are open for inspection,
A th 'ﬁuInpany is mot respomsible for any misdescription therein, either in respect to the extent of
Jid aries or otherwise.
Ee 4 ; 'f]‘. "'I:he pm-chase price of t.he said property shall subject to clamse 8 hereof be the sum of

payable as follows :—

on the date hereof

whm-eof the Comp&ny hereby acknowledges) and the balance in equal instalwents of

: on the day of

and on the day of in each
until »ﬂla whole is paid, but the purchaser may anticipate the date of any or all such instal-
o of the said purchase price for the time being remaining unpaid to bear mterest at the rate
T annum pnyable half-year}y on the day of SREL and on

: in each year, the first of such payments fa.]]mg dus a.n&
the - day of next and calculated from the date
- monies }ﬁyable under this ngreement to be paid at the Companys Offices in Durban. The

: purcha.ser shall pay every expense connected with the survey and transfer of the said property,
aining the correct position of beacons and erecting the same. He shall also pay the expense
_t&l to'an Mort ge Boud he may pass to the Company in accordance m@;,,.
1 wiereor; Wiid shall be honnd to pay transfer duty to the Governmerts

ix nouths carbam from the date of sale, and tha Companjr sha.ll hold the reoelpt for such duty pendmg
 #he purchaser.

‘g R =

' Te purchaser shall, pending payment ot the full purchase price and on the day of pnmha.se, ingure
18 joint ‘names of the Company and the purchaser, and thereafter keep insured all buildings on the
ipersy 8t fnll valne against Joss or damage by fire, and shall purctually pay the premiums and immediately :
ka the t'amlph; therefor in the hands of the Company, who shall also kiold the policy of insurance.

Eagl | 5&’%%:@?%’#5 o ‘“ﬁf--“j{““, A

7T gy 4
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 of their; respechve due dates of payment or in-therevent ot the purshader failing to M @Q‘E@" ]

collected and if necessiry apportioned by the Compa.ny accordingly. Kafir rents shall be eans:’el‘ed
on the first day of June in each year. [yl

Serntudea or burdens of any description on the said pmi)erty '-~_

7. No bush or timber on the said property ‘shall be cu'b pendmg p&yment of the fnll p ase p
the said property withont the consent of the Compa.nv mwrxt.mg belng il ha.d an d Obtmn e 55 o
to be nnreasonably withheld. et

called upon to pay any descnptmn of tax levied on or in respect of the said property, any smon "éo rpa or - P
for which the Company shall be called upon to pay shall forthwith be paid by the said pmhaaeﬁo the faid *
Company, failing wluch the Company reserve the right to mcrea.sa the purchase of the prc;pem'f by afum ik

'9. The purchaser shall as from thadai‘ia’
Companytopaytheenhrecostoferectmg or nt

10. The Company reserves to itself the right at a.ny time horea.ﬁ;er and mﬂwnt oomp
npon the hmd sold and cause fo be laid off qcr088 o a.long the saIme & roed nnf. lasa than jnnn Weet in _&_;dbh A |
;bn ' nil and gnoTE=TET A

f

being unpaid.
12. The date of sale and purchase shall for all purposes of this Agreement be the day
firat instalment of the purchase money ig pmd and accepted by the Company swd=th =

13. All necessary documents shall be drawn up by the Company’s Solicitors but at the 59 of the ;
purchaser and payment therefor shall be made forthwith by the purchaser through tkeﬂomp&n , =

/.

s

14. In the event of any of the payments hereinbefore mentioned not Deing. jﬂy made mﬂ?n thirt;da:y ; gg:;if :

conditions and stipulations hereof, the Company shall be entitled to cancel the said ‘sale, wh o
ments made by the purchaser shall be taken by the' Company as and for liquidated damages in respeq of snch
Durban the day of -

q.9. NATAL LAND AND COLON!ZATION CO.,“]QLTD. e

T

Witness to signature of the Company

Witness to Signature of purchaser:—

141911, % P.D, & §.—W.T, W90



| (12). il
; The said Lessee shall, upon the execution hereof, insure, and during the continuance hereof keep
i;gnsured inthex an office to be 9imbﬁmﬂmwmby the Lessor against loss or.
damage by fire, all buildings, erections, gates and fences upon the property hereby leased, and shall also

RN S

g
o

* linsure and keep insured the rent payable hereunder; and shall cede the policy or policies to the Lessor, and

shall duly and punctually pay all premiums of insurance falling due in respect thereof from time to time,

" land hand the receipts therefor to the said Lessor.

L T

(13)- | 5
it The Lessor leases according to the title held, both as regards extent and otherwise, and no rebate in e S
ént will be allowed on account of railroads, roads, water-furrows, easements or otherwxeeﬂféy exlstmg et S

i v

ereafter legally made. on and through the Ieased property. SR T e p S TR zg,:, %

(14).
| \
.In case the said Lessee fail to comply with the conditions contained in the clauses herein numbered

k]

I
.
l-
sE 6, 9 and 12 the said Lessor may perform such condmons without further notice

4to the Lessee and recover all costs of such performance by action.

'In the event of the said Lessee committing any breach of the terms and conditions hereof, or in the

k {event of his being in default in the payment of any rent for a period of fourteen days after the due date thereof

|and being still in default after receiving a notice in writing from the said Lessor informing h1m thel:eof or in
ithe event of the said Lessee committing an act of insolvency; or making or attempting to make : a cqmpnsztmn

' with his creditors, or if his goods or livestock or movables be attached in execution, and such' execut‘.gn shall
{not be 1mmed1ately satisfied ; or 1f the estate of the said Lessee shall be sequestrated or assigne

"force and effect as if this lease had not been cancelled.

(15)e i
. Any notices hereunder to the Lessee shall be considered as duly served when deli £ o},‘a]f?}ﬂw . "‘
or when despatched through the post addressed to hirh at the property hereby leased, or at any address the %

i

=

- | Lessee may nomiinate in writing.

(16). SR
The said Lessee paying the rent hereby reserved and performmg and observmg the terms eondltlons

and stipulations herein contained, shall and may quletly possess and enjoy the prermses during the said term

- without interruption from or by the said Lessor or any person rightfully claiming from or under the said Lessor

’é&f‘ﬂm /7‘ 15 f[ amd 20 wa&d

Executed at Durban this - Bl day of : ,? 2].

Yy @4 NATAL LAND & O@LOKIZATION G, 7D

e I3
N e
L — s -
Ve day(;ff,/fﬂfw/,.,fy
Witness
Yy = Fee- L
e . ] e
o :,.;:ew u,.~;’ Lz /:(”,
/MA»««",«@A |
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