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I have sndeavoured to accentuate adequstely
the history of zan indasnitured Indizn lzbourer
in Tatal with particular refethce to his
prearrival history, kis develorments that led
un to and after his arriv:l in Fatal and
his subsegquent life history.
uch effort has been qut towzrds compilation
of thigs project which includzss visite bo
the Darban “Yunicipal Tibrary, the Division
of Indian iffairs, the nomes of the Tungzan
Family =2nd the Docum=zntation Centre in
our Campus. I have tried to give a very
objective and factuzl account of my subject
MR. ITTGAN.
I accept full resporsibility for the final
procuct.
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The first Indians eam= to Fatal as s result of

v

versistent demaxnds for cheap and reliable libour

by a2 group of Turopeans who h:d prece cdihen by less

than 40 years. Although Natal was largely populated
Zulys

by abouat 90 000, they were not yelt prepared to sell

their labour for long stretches of time to the %hite

man whose economicg nd values we aﬁen to their

own.

4s a result of negotiations bstween the Governments

of Matal and Indiz, the first batch of indentured

Indi=zns arrived on the 3.5. TURD on 16 November 1860.

Recruiting agents were used to select lzabourers for

indenture. Nany recruiters resorted to devious means

4

so that thay could attrzcet Indians to Fatal., H ilda
fuper maintaine that stories of our ancectors in
South ATfrica are often told by our grand parents and
inform nts which forms part of the current mythology
of South African Iddian Life

Indians were told that 'gold grew on chilli trees',
'fruits were so plentiful that they hung unsaten
Trom the trees' and 'hens 1l2id diamonds'. Other

agents resorted to 'coolie catching' ie. TYoung

Indians/

e H. Z0T7E In7ian People In ¥atal, »n. 10




Indi-ns were kidnapped and put aboard streamers

o

ound for lztal.
The response of Indisns with regard ti the indenture
system was good because of conditions in India around
th=t time. Th2 main problem areszs were poverty,
fzmine domestic tension, urge to escape epidermics
and other misfortunss. All the labourers recruited
2d to be physically fit and under 30 years. There-
fore each indentured labour hzad to undergo a medical
chzck up. Two thirds of the labourers cams from
the ¥adras Presidency, Wro weie maian'Tamil and
Telsgu spezking. Others came from the Czlcutta
Tistricts viz:
Uttar Fradedd, Wadzya Pradesh, Orissa, Biher and
West Bengal,
Initially the indenture was for a period of 3 years,
later 5 years. After which the labourer could take
a free passace home or he may re-indentre for a fur-
ther 5 ye~rs, 4After this period the labourer could

either take

15

frze trip home or accept a piece of
crovn land in lieu of the passage. “hile the re-
crulting wzs initizlly for the sug:ir wlantations,
it w.s soon exuenZ2d to the railways, docyyards,
coalminass, municinal services and domectic employ—
ment The recruiting of In entured lz:bourers from

InZiz wis stoppeld in 1911,



Late Mr. Poongavanum. A pioneer of

Education in the District. A foundation
member of the Moonsamy G.A.I. Schoo!
Committee. Unhesitatingly placed his
motor vehicle at the service of School
Committee in the upliftment of the
school.
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Mr. Foogavanum

in Sorth Arcodt
the village in

He livad

with his parents in

late ¥r Tungsn z2lso known as

by frisndsand relatives was horn

I

in th2 *adr

Ty

2s rresidency of India.
which he lived was c:lled Thiruvathuiur.

Lthey ovmed

2 .
two ox:wn -nd 3 wigon which was reflected as their
weszlth. ¥r Tungan could be regar’:d as a whole-

l2r beczuse he went a}tufuying and selling leather

various peop

le. They ziso owned a small peice

of 1lznd which was cultivated with tobacco.

Mr Tungan was tirecd of his monotonow o way of life,
He ho2rd ramours that z2o0ld nuggets ware picked up
every whers in Natal and thus peo:zls becane rich
overnight, He saw this a= an oprortunity for
success, therefore he Jecided to come to Natal.

He arrived at

Turban <abour on

the 19 February 1907

in the 5.5. UVIHLOTI. He was accompanisd by his

wife whio czme from a neighbouring district called

Farasoor. Initizlly “r Pungan wanted to work in

trhe sugar fields but +Fm ~athorities wanted him to
e in charge of zn ox vagon because hse was well

versad in tranc=port., Tventually “r “ungan had the
hoice of working in the ez Tarm.

(v). THZ/
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DEPARTMENT O} 1INTERNAL AFIFAIRS

COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT

Serial Number : LTE1LN

Colonial Number : \ DS T=

Date of Arrival : \ = (@ B 3

Name of Ship

Place of Registration

Date of Registration

Number in Register

Name ; iﬂw 3 BEA A

Father's Name . NIELAN

Age ET:L 'S

Sex INTY A

Caste . rj;3g-,%

District : N AvcesT

Thanna/Talug . ArcoT

Village . Tﬁuwug el AT LT

Height ¢ AT

Bodily Marks i q;;lhkﬂ BT W I T
EATHER

Name of Next-of-Kin

Relations Accompanied

Small Pox/Vaccinated ¢ NACCINATED

Remarks

Certified a true copy.

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE



eBombay .L_:]' - . *\,/—-—/"\

£y e
_’,Poona

\ 7‘/“/‘0:0.0//\ HYDERABAD
z 1 IBA/ Si‘j‘"":’;‘? oGulbarga
e
‘/‘;' "¢/.81}cpur
18187}
! Raichure

®Hyderobad

Note on Maps 43 and 44.
The extension of British
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They settlad in Groenbesrg farm,

in
‘\rmStrong.

The farm was

which was subdivided

importer’

reparzd

from Ceylon

3 beds,

were transplanted over

W2

S

fom=sgtic and

was gituzted

obtiina’

After about 6 weeks

into plots.

which

"
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Trom the
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the t2a plant:tions which belonad

aporoximately

were
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the plants

Here they workad
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0 acres

sown n specially

the land.
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2 1l rre number Qf coniferous trees were plant=d to

serves as

winibreak

2rs

.

¥r Tungan znd hie wife workeld on the tez plantations.
There were zrznroximately 400 workers smuloyed on the
tea farm, o .angan was in choarge of preparing the
se=2d beds. 1he seed b2is were mule by about 6 to 7
rounds »f light tilling. About 1500 sesds w2re sovn
in 22ch b2d. e 2also transplanted znd maintained

cular type
plants neseds

manure wis uszd.

br

Gener_.lly

job, on

new!

the

very little

stiffest of clay.
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yags confineld

farm.

care,

be grown on

to one parti-

soil of

zctically any texture, the lightest of sand

Usuzlly the tea

Ocecasionally foul

to



was :
A white managsr, inchsrge of the entire tea farm

whos2 housgf%uilt on 2 hill nezr the tea factory.
The workers were noused in co impounds called Xotris.
They worked 6 days a week from 6 o'clock in the
morning to 5 o'clock in the evening. & large
number of women were em~loyed especialliy for picking
of tez, others were in charge of rolling, packing
and sticking of labels e
The +tea bushes wsre plucked about 4 times a year.
tacn worker had to pluck sbout 40 1lb's oi tea ser
day. ZIf more than 40 1b's were collected they re-—
ceived 2 bonus of 3 shillings for every extira

pound. The avaerage wize wac 10 shillings per

month, included were rations, viz: 2 1b dnoll,

(Tez) 2 1b rice, mezlie mezl, 1 bottle oil and salt.

Tea is mace from the very young lezves zand the un-

+

onen=¢ lz2af buds of the tea plant. 7ith reg:rd to
te2a preparation, Harler says the following:-

"Tez czn be preparsd in several ways to produce
bl:zck or green tea. To make the former lezf is
usu>lly withered =nd distorted by rolling or some
vigorous procedure, The leaf ce2ll juices are

IS
Ciie

xnosed to the air to oxidize or forment. The

T



le-f is then drizd in hot air =nd black tea results.
If the fresh le-f is heated in ste:m or a hot pan,
the l2°f odzze is thersby destroyzd so that ferment-

~

ation co=s not tzke place on rol%l? and green tex
results waan the leal is dried"”. .

The ftea producsad on the Tea Fstate Plantations were
markated under the Tive Roses label., The liguoring
gqualities zand the flavour of a tea infusion are
important, but the beverage is primarily drunk

for its gtimil-ting effects of caffeine,

Mr. Zungan being an intelligent and outspokan man
fought for the rightsof the workers. During this

time Indizn conditions in Natal were unstable which

resultad dissatisfaction amongst workers and minor

-

strikes. I¥r Fungan was imprisoned together with
his wife and child for 3 m>nths., e was black-

listed and in danger o b2ing repatriated. Lccording

to ny interview with k2is son ¥r, Fisten, it was rather

1

nis imprisonmsnt.

g corruption of names thot led %o
“hen Vr., Tungan an: his family were rels_sed he did
not seek employment in the teaf-rm. M::gvent about
4 years working on the tea farm.

few ye2ars later lr irmstrong sold the tex form

e

to ¥r %K Paruk who worked the farm for a period of

about/
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about 15 years. He was forced to close dovm b=acauce

imported tez was sold more cheunly. Mr. raruk »ut
the 1lind on sale and majority of the Indizans bought
the 1and in required quantities. <herefore this
arez occupied by Indians today is called TH:L ZZTATE,
Many of the Indians became sugar, vegetable znd

fruit Farmers.

4,(2)., THS/



House
_ THIS WAS  TueE MAHA(—:ERSA NOW OWNED

BY MR S K.MOGDLEY

THE REMAINE FouDATION OF WHERE THe

_TEA FACTERY ©NLE  Svoob



INDIAN WOMEN PICKING TEA ON THE TEA PLANTATIONS



4.

(a). THT WATTLD CONEAXY

Since MNr. Tungsn was on intelligent marn with a lot

of wotential he was able to obtain employment with
X DLOY

a

S

wattle company. Generally the work involved

trioping bark from the wattleg trees. The bark

waz lozdad on trollies which was

0

e ]

1a

Hy

c

S

pulled by 2 locomotive to the tanning fact-
ry in Lower Tnanda. Later Mr Tungan was given the
po:t of a Sidar. He wies in charge of a gang of

bourers. He was zlso transferred to th2 muin

zetory where he worked for a few years. Ile re-

eivad about £2,10 a montn ineluding rations

imiliar to that on the tea plantations. Since the

wases wis good Mr, Tungan served about 12 Years in

ExS

s

7attle companye.

(b). I.ND QUNERSTIIP

-

iround 1930 he purchised 130 acres of leaze land

from ¥Mr. Groom. In order to bring about a settle-

ment of Indians, he g.ve purt of the land to friends

and relatives. MNr Tungan started off as a vegetable

bznana farmer. The crops grew wall becauseof the

hardwo 1-"1{/



hard work put in by his family. They watered the

crops by hand and fertilised them with sugarcane

manure and fowl manure, Every week he sent his produce
to an Indian marketing agent known as Highberry Famm
whose warehouse was situated in Prince Edward Street
in Durban.0ften farmers sent in more produce than what
they were paid for. The agent paid thefarmers after long
periods of time so that the money received by the farmers

seemed substantial amountse.

In 1940 as a result of the prosperous farmingingMr.Pungan
was able to purchase 2 pieces of land, one about 30 acres
and another 12 acres in the Tea Estate area. Since the
price of sugar cane rose Mr. Pungan took to sugar cane
cultivation, The Indian farmers were better able to cope
because they were well versed in sugar cultivation.

Mr. Pungan purchased a sugar cane gquota of 200 tons for
about £400 (800 rands)

5. ESTABLISHMENT/



5. E3TRLISIMNT OF MTONLANMY'S SCHODL

In the 1930's ¥Mr. Tungan's childrén were eé%ated
a2t the Wolmer Wissionary School by Miss 0Olive
Harner. Both Indizn and africans were taught side
by side., Other teachers were Mr., ilpha, Z. Dube,
Mr., Samuel and ¥Mr. Kanoo Iillay. 3¥r. Kznoo was a

rvcher who taught Tamil songs to pupils. He
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also acted as interpreter to Miss Oliver “arner,

The number of students increassd and there were bitter
feelings that Indian and African children were taught
togather. Wr. Matthews another teacher motivated

for another school, The é-ﬁlf“fmed ;FQ*’MUS_,

Mr, 7. Moonsamy, A.N. Moodeley. Tungan, ¥X.L. Eiacker.
R, Shunmmugam with Mr., Vish and Joe Stevens made an

nlication to the Natal fdcuation Deparitment.

¥r, P. Moonsamy accomganied by ¥r. ¥Muragas toured

th: Union of S>uth Africa withhis 'Studar baker',

Vzhicle, to raise funds for this building project.

In 1939 land was purchazed from Mr. Tharmia and VMr., Surie.
The 1st block coneisting of 3 classrooms were built

in 1940, The school wzs extendzi in 1951 and in 1964

to relieve accomadation problems. Many parents rallied

magnificiently to the call of funds. In addition to the

nscessary/



necessary classrooms a fairly spacious staffroom
and kitchz:n was built. The school was namsd zfter
¥r., P. Moonsany, because he contributed the largest
amount of money to make this building project a
SUCC2CS,.

¥r Tungan was a found .ing member of the Moonsamy

Govarnment Aided School Committee. He unhesitantly

lac=2d his motorvehnicle at the service of the school

b

comnittee in the upliftment of the school. He assisted
in transporting bricks and other building materials

to the school. It was also further intention of

the 5chosl Committee to convept the school latrines

to water borne systems. Thus over the years the

school had developed to meet the growing needs of

the community.

6. CONCLUSION/
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MOONSAMY GOVERNMENT AID INDIAN SCROCL-



6., COTCLUSTIION

Sne of the grandson's ¥r. “hunmugam Disten who 1is 2
mrincipal of Fiirbreeze rrimary School went on a

tour to India last year (1982). e tried to locate
his fathers relatives but unfortunately he was un-—
successful because TIRTV.THUJI LR had be=n exproprizted

by the Indizn “overnment for the development of

industries,
In his book TIR SOUTH ATRICAT TITDIANS 77ID'S 7T,

Yanjoo maintain: ¥r Tungan was born in 1862 and

he arrived in Natal in 1907 =2t the age of 25. Ac-
cording to my czlculations Vr., Tungon would have
been 45 years ild when he arrived in Natzl. With
reference to the shiplist he did come in 1907

the =3ge of 25. This fact is further reinforced by
the fact thit all indentured labourers recruited
had to be under the age of 30. Therefore his birth
“ate 1s incorrect. 4 more accurate birth date would
bz 1882 rather than 1852,

Mr Tungan was a ploneser of =ducation and farming

in the Tea Tstate irea. He had 5 song and 5
dzughters. One of his son's is a teacher, another
the rest are farmers. He died at the
aze of 77 in 1959,

7. S0UzcHE/
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