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Mr V.M. REDDY {

THE RECORD

Born 1912 to Mr and
Mrs Munsamy Reddy of
Cato Manor. Commen-
ced schooling in 1918
at the Stella Hill Aided
Indian school.

1930’s: Feather-
weight and Flyweight
amateur boxing cham-
pion of Natal.

1931 commenced

working for Sir Charles
G. Smith, sugar baron.
1943 married.
Activities:  Trustee
of several Cato Manor,
Mobeni Heights and
other religious and cul-
tural organisations,
member of temples in
India, benefactor to
various organisations.

~ under the

— PROFILE — PROFILE — PROFILE
- FROM BOXING TO BUSINESS AND

RELIGION AND CULTURE

MR V.M. Reddy was born
in 1912, to Mr and Mrs
Munsamy Reddy of Ridge-
view. Road, Cato Manor.
His parents came from
the North Arcot District
of India, and from them,
Mr Reddy inherited the
love for Indian culture
and traditions which have
become the motivating
force in his life.

Of the nine Reddy
children, only Mr V.M.
Reddy and his youngest
brother, Mr N.M Reddy,
whi is also a promiment
figure in the community,
survive.

Mr V.M. Reddy atten-
ded the Stella Hill Aided
Indian School whose prin-
cipal was Mr S.T. Ram-
anah. He then transferred
to the Mayville School on
the site now occupied by
the, A.Y.S. School. The
principal was Mrs Corlett,
an Englishwoman, who
was the wife of the Mana-
ger of the Mayville Oil
Mills. One of the most
treasured memories of his
schooling career, is the
visit in 1924 of India’s
poet-politician Mrs Saro-
jini Naidoo.

In 1926, Mr Reddy
began to take an interest
in physical culture. Box-
ing was then regarded as
a ‘“he-man” sport
young Indian men, and
tutorship of
the late Young Reddy and
later under the able guid-

By Trevor Harris

ONE of the most illustrious sons of Cato Manor,
Mr Vartharajulu Munsamy Reddy, has through
hard work and diligence, established himself as one
of the leading religious and cultural figures in the
community, and as a benefactor to numerous or-

ganisations. -

for:

ance of the late M.K.
Tommy, at the Leaguers
Boxing School, Mr Reddy
became a competent box-
er, holding the amateur
Featherweight and Fly-
weight titles of Natal for
a number of years,
INTERESTED
While in his early twen-
ties, he became interested
in the performing arts,
and rose to the position
of chairman of -the Bala
Baktha Orchestra and Dra-
matics in Cato Manor,
The activities of tem-
ples and social work or-
ganisations captured his

interest at about the same -

time, and Mr Reddy
served, while in his twen-
ties as a Council member
of the Durban Indian
Child Welfare Society, and
branch chairman of FOSA.
He held office as executive
member of FOSA for a
number of years. He held
similar office in the Dur-
ban Benevolent Socicty.

In 1931, he began
working for Sir Charles
and Mrs Smith as their
assistant, leaving then on-
ly when he married in
1943. He then began
working as a driver for
Model Dairy and Bakery
in Victoria Street, during
the war years. ’

1949 was a disastrous
year for the Reddys. Their
home in Booth Road was
burnt down, and Model
Dairy also closed down.

In 1951, he began a
cartage business which to-
day ranks as one of the
largest in the country.
Rays Removals, as the
cartage company is called,
is now run by his sons
and Mr Reddy devotes
his time to. his various
community activities.

ABROAD
He has made several
visits abroad as a pilgrim
and as a scholar, particul-
arly to South Indian tem-

ples and the birth-places
of the sages and saints of
South India.

Mr V.M. Reddy holds
the distinction of being
a South African and yet
being a member of numer-
ous temples in India, such
as the Arulmugan Alayam
in Tirutani near Madras,
the Nadarajan Alayam at
Chidambaram, the Swami-
natha Swami Malai at
Kombakonam, and the
Thiruvanamalai Devas-
thanam in North Arcot.

He makes annual visits
to the Thirumalai Tiru-
pati Devasthanam, the Pa-
lani Dandaythabani Devas-
thanam near Palani, the
Madurai Meenaatchi De-
vasthanam at Madurai, the
Kamatchi Devasthanam at
Kancheepuram, and the
Yogambaram = Devastha-
nam at Kancheepuram.

On every visit he re-
news his aquaintance with
the famous poet, author
and scholar, Maharishi Ka-
vi Yogi Suddananda Bha-
rathi of Adayar, Swami
Chidbhavananda at Tap-
pavonam in the Tirichy
District and Swami San-

karachariar of ‘Kanchi and
Velor.
He is also a regular

visitor of the Visvanatha
Temple of Kasi and of
Hardwar and Rishikesh.
He married in 1943,
Adimah. They have six
sons and a daughter. All
of Mr Reddy’s sons have

joined him in the Busi-
ness, enabling him to de-

vote his time to the

many organisations on

which he holds office,
OFFICE

Mr Reddy holds office
as frustee and grantee of
the Cato Manor . Hindu
Temple and Benevolent
Home,  and trustee of the
Cato Manor Vernacular
Society and Hindu In-
stitute, the Cato Manor
Indian Cemetery and Cre-
matorium Association, the
Mobeni Heights Siva Soo-
bramoniar Alayam, the
Mobeni Heights Civic As-
sociation, and the Natal
Tamil Vedic Society.

He is, in addition, trus-
tee and president of the
Arutpa = Kazagham  of
South Africa, president of
the Southern Region Eis-
teddfod Committee of the
Natal Tamil Vedic Society,
vice-chairman of the Clair-
wood Madras Cemetery
Trust, a member of the
Clairwood Tamil Institute
and a founder member of
the Devasthanam Commit-
tee of South Africa, coun- |
cil of temples.

When the Reddy family |
moved to Mobeni Heights |
in 1967, Mr Reddy was |
instrumental in the setting
up of the Mobeni Heights
Tamil Association  of |
which he is chairman.

Although no accurate
estimate is possible, Mr
Reddy has given large
sums of money towards
the development of cul-
tural and religious organ-
isations, and in helping
students to further their
studies overseas through
bursaries.

“I believe that to make
a success, one must be
prepared for sheer hard
work and diligence and
most of all, to respect
ones elders.” he said.

e ~
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— INDIA COMES TO NATAL™—

(MAN’S)

CONTRACT OF SERVICE WITH INDIAN
IMMIGRANTS.
% Bemembered,

That vu thia ij ’ " day of /%M

in fhr Year of our Joord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty M/—
/ﬁ/ % 9] 7 A /‘#f 227
Y 2 mpz/‘; Oy It
an ’ ’

p ' ¢
No. /J‘M‘WW L appeuared before me,

4[ [/' 7 }) jW /A/@W(/ Protector Qj" Immigrants,

and in my presence signed (or made his mark ) to the following Contract of Service :—

The said agrees to
Aire the services of the said Imha igrant anm:l:?ludmn Linmigrant agrees to

rend-r the said

Indiaw Immigran

his services in the cupacdy of General Labuun'/ fnr Five Years, commencing on ‘he

jj/b{ . day of %M s In the Year of our Lord

One Thowsand Eight Hundred and M

© Aund it is further agreed between the suid Purties, that the said Indian Immi-
yrant shall be employed as above for six days in each week, save as in such Law is mentioned,
and that the hours of lobour shall nst be mase than nine Rowrs dmiy, “beliocen"sunrise-and
sunset, with a break of at leust an hour for

And it is further agreed betwoen the said Purtig!, that the said
/ , : ML ‘ shall
pay to the said Indian Immigrant, as'Fuch servant as aforesaid, twages at and after the rate
of TEN SYILLINGS for the first year, ELEVEN SHILLINGY for the sccond year, TWELVE
SHILLINGS for the third year, THIRTEEN SHILLINGS for the fourth year, FOURTEEN
SHILLINGS for the fifth year, for the remuneration of the services of the said Indian Immi-

grant, and ihat such wages shall be paid on the first day/o{ each month,

o

And lastly, the snid
doth hereby bind and oblige himself to give, grant, and provide, to . afd for the said Indian
Imemigrant, and for such family as way be allotted, good and comfottable lodging, wholesome
aud suitable food, and proper medical attendance and medicires, during the period _for which
this present contract is made, and otherwise to observe and fulfil all the conditions and obli-

gations of the Coolic Laws of the Colony 1o far as the same are applicable to this Contruct
and Agreement,

Nt g4,
A?W/Z%U His Xmark.

Thc preceding Ayreement was signed by the above-named Parties in my prescuce,
on the day and year above written, voluntarily, the same being, as far as I am able to julge,

Jully understood by them respectively.
OC%%(WI “7

Proteetar of Tiqrants,
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DEPARTMENT 0) INTERNAL AFFAIRS

COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT .-

Serial Number : Hf71+

Colonial Number : "—) 36 3%

Date of Arrival : A Tuc~ 189¢&
. Name of Ship . S-S Uz iaro
| Place of Registration EH —

—

Date of Registration

~-Number in Register

Name . MYaNsAMY

Father's Name : P\ R At T:}\TEDD\/

Age . . 2SYgrs /
. Sex . MYALE

Caste : R‘Ecstrf
District ) : i:ln /q%zc.o‘r
Thanna/Taluq : FDAidLA(ZLAT’
Village . PoetHuvToAR,
Height , . Shgn .
Bodily Marks : MYoL® oo L f oy VORI N fpe
Name of Next-of-Kin :_?ifﬁWWFMd (’BKCIWHfiL)__ \
Relations Accompanied i T 7
Small Pox/Vaccinated : \\J/HCJLIﬁif\TEiﬁj
Remarks -

Certified a true copy.
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MISSION TO INDIA

Mr. Rajendra Chetty shaking hands with the Vice President of India, Dr. M. Hiydatullah, former
Chief Justice of India at bis New Delbi residence. Mr. S.V. Naicker and Mr. V.M. Reddy (rngt)
looks on.

(Below) The delegation with the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu -famous screen star, M.G.
_Ramachandran - at Government House, Madras. (L to R) Mr. Vadival Govender, Mr. V.M. Red-
‘ dy, Mr. Ramachandran, Mr. Rajendra Chetty and Mr. S.V. Naicker.’



bl ,
The South African delegation - L to

R - 8.V. Naicker, Rajendra Chetty, Vadival Govender,

A.S. Pillay and V.M. Reddy with the International authority on Indian art, culture, archaeology
Dr. Sivaram Murthi (centre). Dr. Murthi is also the Director and Curator of India’s Na-
tional Museum in New Delbi.

The Minister of Hindu Endowment Trusts in the Tamilnadu Government, Mr Veerappen,
(centre) meets the delegation at his private residence. Mr S. Manian famous Indian publisher
and editor is on the extreme right

[ T g
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The South African delegation with some of the leading personalities of Madras who attended

the Dedication Ceremony to the 1860 Indian, Settlers at the Kanchi Conference Hall in
Madras on Sunday, 28 September. 1980.
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From the early barracks Indians soon began buying or leasing land
and building their own homes. This was the trend in the thirties, One
such area was Avoca, north of Durban.




Some repatriates in-Madras returned. from South Africa under assisted emigration scheme

Vicitms of assisfed emigration scheme under Capetown Agreement in Calcutta




Vicitms of assisted emigration scheme under Capetown Agreement in Calcutta !

Some repatriates in- Madras returned from South Africa under assisted emigration scheme



PLATE 3

Some examples of Indian housing:
and Wentworth.

market gardeners’ homes at Clairwood
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@ ,  SOHEDULE.H. (SECTION 106).

E. }.Vo._ﬂ‘g_-_?“_‘ : S ' .?A 2. o~ ,___._...__.Li:i_ "ﬂ‘:_}‘ 11?’9?? "
> I HEREBY (’ERTIFY Dheti o | Vool R NGR L Cia
'}[ﬂdm» Im;mgmﬂt No. Ty _L‘_, . has.duly completed ke, _tervt of ma’mlum
3’of Sfive years in lerms q lndmu [munqm/wu Law  No. 25. 1891, tand s
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mdeuturz s , :

s i $RAS %

u% ﬁEm I S i = .'..:-..f;‘:.u‘, . L) bk ¢
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PLATE 2
Indian families at work in their gardens.
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Indian labourers toiling to clear the Natal bush. Note that for every Indian working
there seems to be a European overseer.
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One of the earliest photographs of 2 Natal sugar mill. Believed to be similar to the machine erected !
at Compensation by Edward Morewood, its use of horse-power represents a technical advance on the
hand-driven crusher
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Lamport’s steam-driven mill at Merebank, south of Durban, in 1868
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Ceisinai shotograch by courtesy the Cr. Killle Camobell Coltersion.

The first steam sugar mill 10 work in Nuaral on " Alhion™, the esiaie of M. Jeffels Esq., M.A., J.P. at the Isipingo.
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e in their daily labours.
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Some of the early umplements issued t0 the Indentured labourers f
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DISTRIBUTION OF SIZE OF GARDBN

Size of Gardens (acres) | Number of Gardens | Percentage of Total Gardens
0-25 18 6-5
0-50 64 1 23-0
0-75 21 7-5
1-00 74 26-6
1-25 8 2-9
1-50 1 76
1575 5 1-8
2-0-2-9 33 11-9
3-0-3-9 22 7.2
4-0-9-9 11 (239
20 and over 1 0-4

Total 278 100-0

Thus more than 63 per cent of the gardeners were operating on
plots of one acre or less, and 87 per cent had less than three acres.

TABLE III
LAND OWNED BY GARDENERS

Total Plots Plots owned by % of plots
Area gardeners owned

Number Acreage | Number Acreage Av. size | Number Acreage

Wentworth 106 119 -50 1 -0-5 0-5 0-8 Q-4
Bavhezd 34 27-25 - = LS - -
King’s Rest 26 35-75 - Es = 1L -
Clairwood

South 20 11-00 - - - - -
Stella Hill 10 53-00 9 480 5-3 90-0 90 -6
Clare Estate 13 19 -50 9 13-5 1-5 | 692 69 -2
Springfield 55 102 -00 - - - - -
Sea Cow

Lake 14 27 -25 7 15-25 2-2 50-0 56 -0

Total 278 395-25 26 7725 3-0 954 19-5
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An irrigation spr_'«ly—lmc operator working on the edge of heavy cane at Umhoti Valley Estate
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P!ann'ng cane by hand. Chemical manure has been pl‘aced at the bottom of the furrow 3 (






