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INTRODUCTION

To trace my past in this research was for me a unique and an
enjoyable experience. Audh Mohan was my great grand-father.

I had lived for several years with my grandparents at Cornubia
Estate which was under the control of the Netal Estates Ltd.
Looking back, I find that I was fortunate to have associated
with my great grandfather for ten yéars end therefore have first
hand knowledge of his experiences in later life. I was also
fortunate in that some information regarding his early life

was imparted'to me while he was alive while others were easily
obtainable from his surviwving children. It was interesting to
note that during ny research, interviews were conducted inde-
pendently and the facts obtained were exactly the same on each
occasion. Thus, one can say in this instance, that oral
evidence was true and documents attached in the appendix verifies

the oral evidence.

Unfortunately certain documents were not available because the
surviving children changed residence several times and these
documents were lost in the process. The Archive in Pietermaritz-
burg aﬁd the Protector’s Reports in the Durban Public Library
could not furnish any information. Nevertheless, I managed to
accumulate sufficient information and documents on other esmpects
of his life. During my research, I wanted to re-live the past
and tr;velled to inspect the Trenance Estate which was his first
place of settlement, and Cornubia Estate, which was his

subsequent place of settlement until his déath in 1968.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE COMING OF INDIANS TO SOUTH AFRICA

The organized system of indentured Indian emigration came
about chiefly as a result of the abolition of slavery in

the British Empire in 1834, The freed slaves in many areas
refused to work, and in Msuritius in particular, the planters
were desperate for labour. Indian recruviters, already accus-
tomed to supbly Indian labourers to Ceylon, though not under
indenture, now contracted to bring Indian immigrants to work
on the Mauritian sugar pla?:.ntad::Lons.‘1 In 1842, in Great
Britain, a special body was set up to control emigration - the
Colonial Land and Emigration Commission.2 At first regula-
tions were drawn up for emigration to white countries like
Australia and New Zealand but the British Government arranged
that the Land and Emigration Commission should help in

3

drawing up regulations with regard to Indian emigrations.

Natal was annexed by the British in 184% asnd early in the
nineteenth eentury it was recognised that sugar was the main
crop for which the Natal coastal area was most suitable,
Several considerable plantations and cane crushing machinery

were already in operation by the middle of the 1850'5.4

1M. Palmer: The History of the Indians in Natal, p. #.

°1bid., p.6
51bid., p.?
*Tpid., p.10
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At first, two obstacles, namely, inexperience and lack of
capital had been overcome but labour was not easily obtained.
For the cultivation, reaping and manufacture of sugar there
had to be an abundant, reliable and uninterrupted supply of
labour. This was particularly applicable to the only method
of sugar plantation that was enviseged in Natal at that time -
production on large estates, where sugar was both grown and
milled.5 The Native labour was insufficient and unreliable.
%gsides, Theophilus Shepstone, the Diplomatic Agent to the '
Native Tribes, steadily blocked any proposals for compulsion
on the Native population.6 The Natal planters turned to the
idea of importing labour from India and petitions were sub-
mitted.’ After further representations, Laws 13,14 and 15
of 1859 were passed through the Legislative Council to imple-
ment the scheme.8 Negotiations took place with the Indian
Government to authorise emigration to Natal and wages and
conditions of service were finalized. Finally, the Indian
Act XXX111 of 1860 authorised the comprehensive system of

9

emigration from India.

5L.H. Thompson: "Indian Immigration into Natal, 1860-1872%, in
Archives Year Book for South African History,

Yol. 11, p.4.
®Ibid., 1.6
712;Q., .9
8Ibid., p.13

Mvid., p.15
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In India, eighteen million people perished of famine in the
first eighty years of the nineteenth century. There was a’
constant battle with starvation.'® Most of the population -
over eighty per cent, were tied to the land. The rural eco-
nomy never stayed in a condition of equilibrium. Peasant
farmers, at all periods, were losing their land, through fall-
ing into debt or suffering illness or other domestic disas-
ters. These folk then found themselves landless labourers.
Some drifted off to the towns in search of casual employment.
The drift from the ;and became large- scale movement during
sny time of troubles: famine, flood or invasion and so a

pocl of casual-labour was formed in the great cities of India.11

Others, like the Dhangers or "Hill Coolies”™ were attracted to
metropolitan Calcutta, with its opportunities for seasonal em-
ployment, and soon to be lured into ships for Mauritius.

During the 1840's and 1850's, the Dhangars formed a sizeable
proportion of those taken overseas under indenture.12 The
peOplefof Shahabad were the readiest recruits, they spoke
Bhojpuri, a form of Hindi, and they responded to the recruiters
willingly, it was said from & spirit of adventure.

10L.M, Thompson: 'Indian Immigration into Natal, 1860-1872', in
Archives Year Book for South African History,

VOL 11, p.4.

11H. Tinker: A New System of Slavery: the export of Indian

Labour Overseas, p.39

121044, , p.49

15Ibid., P.53
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The Indian Government envisaged the movement as a permanent
migration which would relieve the population pressure in India,
Recruiting in India was done by agent& in Madras and Calcutta
and on 16 November 1860 the S.5, Truro from Madras docked in
Durban with the first 341 immigrants on board. Ten days later
the 5.5, Belvedere arrived from Calcutta bringing 351 men,
women and children. From then onward, a steady stream of
indentured labourers arrived in South Africa. ’ However, bet-
ween 1863 and 18066 there were many problems encountered by the
Natal Government with regerd to the cost of Indian immigrants
from and to India and new arrasngements were introduced and
immigration was resumed.15 In July 1871 the last indentures
expired but more immigrants were demanded by planters and more
were ordered as soon &s the financial impasse was overcome and
public money made available. The scheme was abolished in 1911
and the last group of indentured labourers arrived on the S.S.
Umlazi on 21 July 1911.q6 The indentured scheme provided that
a labourer could re~indenture after five years, return to India
or remain as a free labourer in South Africa. Audh Mohan, a
flamboyant male of thirty-eight, arrived on the 14 June 1911

and elected to remain as a free 1abourer.17

q“L.H. Thompson: 'Indisn Immigration into Natal, 1860-1872'. in
Archives Year Book for South African History,

Vol 11, p.28.

Ou. Palmer: The Higtory of the Indians in Natal, p.26.

16L.1"I. Thompson: 'Indian Immigration into Natal, 1860-1872'. in
Archives Year Book for South Africen History,
Vol., 11, p.54.

17Appendix 1a; “1b

&0



PLACE OF ORIGIN IN INDIA:

He was born in 1873 in Sarea, a village in the district of

1 t
Gorakhpur (26°49 N; 83°30 E) which waas one of the districts
of the United Provinces. Today, it is situated in the State

of Uttar Pradesh, '8

50CI8-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND:

He was a bachelor of thirtyaéight on arrival and was a Bania
by caste. His parents owned sweetmeat shops in Gorakhpur. He
wanted adventure and worked on a ship as an assistant chef in

19

the catering department.

REASONS FOR LEAVING ORIGINAL COUNTRY:

He travelled several times between India and South Africa
because 6f his work on the ship. He came into contact with
passengers who had signed as indentured labourers before him.
He was influenced by these passengers to try a new life in
South Africa., Being the adventurous type he registered as

a labourer to try his fortune here.20

DEPARTURE, ARRIVAL, NAME OF SHIP AND PORT OF ENTRY:

He set sail from Calcutta on board the S.,S, Umkuzi in 1911 and
disembarked at Durban on the 14 June 1911, He was assigned
colonial number 150 167.21 The vessel that he travelled in

18Appendix 2; 3,

19D. Audh and others: Interview.

20D. Audh and others: Interview.

21Appendix 1
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had to conform to scientific standards of space and dietary
requirements, A medical man was on board. The ship had
separate holds for married couples, single men and single
women.22

FIRST PLACE OF SETTLEMENT AND OCCUPATION:

He settled on the Trenance Estate which was by then under
the control of The Natal Estates Ltd.25 He was employed to
work in the sugar fields, He was paid six shillings (60c)
per month, He was provided with free accommodation which
consisted of a hut houée with thatched roof. He was provided
with a weekly ration of rice, dholl, salt, 0il and mealie meal.

He also received free firewood.24

SUBSEQUENT PLACES OF SETTLEMENT AND OCCUPATIONS:

He continued to work in the sugar fields but there was a
change in the place of residence.>” He moved from the Trenance
Estate to Cornubia Estate, which was also under the control .

of The Natal Estates Ltd.26

He lived with his sons here until
his death on 29 November 1968, He retired in 1950 and was

paid a pension of £1 (R2) per month. =’

22Appendix 4,
23Appendix 5.

24D.Audh and others: Inferview,

25D.Atdh and others: Interview.
26Apbéndix 6.
27D.Audh and others: Interview.
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MARRIAGE, BIRTH OF CHILDREN:

He wes married to Ramkalia whilst residing at Trenance Estate.
From this marriage were born four boys and five girls. The
surviving son, Debedayal, was born in Cornubia Estate on the
5 November 1929 and he was registered on the 23 November 1929,

He now resides at 39 Parthab Road, Red Hill,28

One of the surviving daughters, Sithapathi, was born in the
Trenance Estate in 1915. As mentioned earlier, this was the
first place of settlement, She now resides at 186 Stonebridge
Road, Precinct A, Fhoenix, and the other, Rajpathie, was &lso
born in the Trenance Estate on the & April 1925, She now
resides at Road 503, House No. 41, Precinct G, Clayfield,
Phoenix.2? At the time of death on 29 November 1968, he had
four sons, five daughters, forty-three grand children, approxi-
mately thirty great grand children and approximately five

great, great grand children.3o

SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS, AND POLITICAL ACTIVITIES:

Religijous: His religious interests were only confined to his
immediate fémily and to his relatives. He guided and assisted
in family and religious activities in his own family. He did
attend public religious gatherings and customary festivals but

did not serve on any religious bodies.31

28Appendix 7
29Appendix 8a; 8b
3OAppendix 9

3"D. Auvdh and others: Interview.
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Politicel: He had very little interest in political matters.52
Social: He took hié social 1life seriously. He spent a great
deal of his time in card playing and on horse racing. He was

a professional card player and visited the gambling houses in
Dur'betn}3 He loved horse racing and even at a very old age did
not miss the popular "July Handicap" and the "Gold Cup" in
Durban.34 These activities were intermingled with his frequent
visits to the homes of his children, grand children, and
friends. He always grabbed the opportunity to socialize when

invited to various functions among relatives and friends.,

His life in later years was one of enjoyment and achievement.

He lived to a grand old age and upon his death, was dearly missed
by all for he was & senior member of his community and was one

of the privileged few among the early Indian immigrents who had
lived his life from dawn to dusk.

32]). Audh and others: Interview.
531bid.
5*sppendix 10
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On looking at my great grandfather's life in the past and
comparing it with the present, I feel that his family of
several generations is greatly indebted to him, He had
endured many hardships but remained to lay the foundation
for a better 1life for many today. It is my wish that this
research about his life must be acknowledged as a tribute
to his spirit of adventure, his courage and his dedication

to his family.
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TRENANCE
SUGAR ESTATE

1861

1o the preseni time

g |

O el by S s

| Pl S
‘ .:.m.,u’.;.h-—- N

N Orlelnal photozraph by courtesy Wm, Palmer & Son.
The stone shed at top left still stands on Trenance, owned
by the descendants of William Svkes.
“The estate we are now traversing may lairly be considered one of our clder plantations.
From the first it has continued under the same management — that of Mr. Richard
Acutt and his two energetic sons . . ."” »
So wrote John Robinson of the Trenance Estale in 1870, “There are 400 acres wadet

cane,” he says, “The mitl . . . occupies a roomy fabric . . . A disc pan is in operation
as weil as welzels, and is found to work well. The engine is a perpcndlcuhu one, of
considerable power, and gives great satisfuction, . Mr Acutt is fortunate in having

the co-operation of his two eldest sons, Messrs, Le.onaxd and Courtney Acuil, who are
notable proofs that Natal can produce g,ood sugar planters as well as good sugar . . .
At the International Exhibition of 1873, in London, Richard Acutt exhibited wetzel
sugars made at Trenance,

230

Richard Acutt founded Trenance in 1861, He died at the age of 77. When he first
arrived in Natal he occupied the “Riversdale” property.

In 1878 Trenance mill equipment included 1 by 12 h.p. engine, | by 6 h.p. engine,
2 wetzels, 2 centrifugals. The foundations of an original building on this estate when
j first started are Lo be seen today, a stone-walled shed still stands.

Trenanee was purchased by William Sykes in 1888. The mill was closed down in
1916, and Trenance became a direct supplier of canc to the Natal Estates mill. The
estate 19 still in the hands of the Sykes family, '

William Sykes at one time-managed the original Mt. Edgecombe mill for Capt
Smerdon, later owning his own small property near Phoenix.

[
! VALIANT HARVEST
|
|
|
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. CORNUBIA
SUGAaR ESTATE

1870 — 1882

The brothers F. H. and W. Lean were the original owners of Cornubia where, up to
1870, they had grown coffec. The Government blus book for 1872 records that the Lean
Bros. of Cornubia had a 10 h.p. steam sugar mill in operation, thus identifying the
Lean’s first cane planting with the year 1870. In 1874, however, Hill & Co. owned the
Cornubia Central Estate, with which they were completely successful. By 1877 Leonard
Acutt was managing Cornubia, now crushing 44 tons daily, and at the season’s opening
Acutt was congratulated on “advancing the central [actory system”. In 1878 the plant
consisted of a mill, & 16 h.p. engine and an 8 h.p. engine, 5 wetzels and 6 centrifugals.

In 1879 Marshall Campbell was installed as manager at Cornubia, and in July, 1882,
this estate passed into the hands of the Natal Central Sugar Co. Lid., later to become
The Natal Estates Ltd.

238
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Appenvix g

| AUDI-[ BUNNIAH
The death occurred of Mr.
‘ Audh Bunniah of Corunnbia, Mt.
[ | Edgecombe on November 29, 1968
| at the age of 108. He was born in
India m 1860 and came to South
Africa in 1875, and worked at the
Natal Estates Ltd, unitl his re-
| tirement, He leaves behind four
| sons and five daughters, 43 grand
children, 80 great grand children
[ and five great, great grand child-
| ren.

| THANKS

The family of the deceased wish
.to thank all relatives and friends
for their kind assistance and
messages of sympathy. 7802
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You're ‘never too old w0 bet so 10Lyear-old Mr. B. Vvard, of
Mount Edgecombe travelled {o Greyville last Saturday (o have

vosmadt futter. Although he did not win, he provided our
\ photographer with a fine study
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