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INTRODUCTION

For more than ten years before the Indians came to Natal,,
there had been a strong desire to get unsgilled labour.
The colony had suffered from a lack of reliable labourers

to help in the cultivation of the land.

To the idea of introducing Indians from India there was
certain amount of opposition. Two people who did oppose this
was Lhe Reverend W. Holden who felt that the Indians were

a wicked lot of people. The other pefson was Dr. Charles
Johnstone. He favoured Kaffir labour. However an attempt
was made 10 gain Kuffir labour but they proved to be
unsatisfactory because they were not accustomed to working
tor the Whites. Various other attempt were made to acquire

abour but they proved unfruitful.

uc demand for labour from the East which was most important

wes made 1n Durban in 1855. Sir George Grey wrote to India

to ennuire as to whether Natal could have some indentured

labourers from India. t+) The answer was a refusal to

gllow Natal to have any indentured labourers. Some of the

roosons put forward was that the wages was low and that the
1))

conditions were generally unsatisfactory.

After/...
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After further correspondence had been engaged, the Indian
government agreed to the immigration of Indians on a
limited base. Various laws wereA:hereafter passed

regarding thé Indian labour. :imﬂ 14 of 1859 states that
after the expiration of the first five years, he would have
to serve under a contract of service then he will ve given
a certificate of discharge and he shall no longer be obliged
to enter into any further contract of service, but he shall

be at liberty to hire or dispose of his sérvices or to change

his residence in the same manner as any other labourer.

In short, they ﬁay move about with the same freedom as other

sections of the communtiy.e+0

Section 6 says that every
Indian 8hall be entitled to a free passage back et to

India if they have resided 10 years in the colony, and
Guring the 10 yoors Bl shell have Section 25 which sajs
that if an Indian wants to commute his right to a free
passage for the‘value in land to the cost of such a passage,

then the lieutenant Governor would grant him a piece of land

to that value.

The first batch came from Madras and Calcutta in the ship called
the B ¥ Truro. They landed in Durban in about the middle of
November 1860. They numbered 341 in all, There were 197 men,

(1)

89 women and 55 children.

U) ¢ . T, Fargueen — TDowme. | W Ea.l., Vrakoy &2, Srdlono in
SNoials . \QP_S'—OQ..



PLACE OF ORIGIN IN INDIA

In tracing the origin of my grandfather, I discovered,.

through infpgmation obtained at the Department of Internal
PuLiYErxANM

Affairs, +that he had lived in the village of Luliyenkannee.

This village is situated in the district of North Arcot

in Madras., I also discovered that he ad belonged to the

Dheluy caste.
SO0CIAj~ FUONOMIC BACKGROUND

With regards th his social economic background, I was
t0ld that he was not an extreme case, in that, he was
10t extremely wealthy or extremely poor, but that he had
pelonged %o the average socia¥-economic group.

REASONS TOR LEAVING ORIGINAL COUNTRY

According to the information received at the Deparitment

of Internal Affairs, he was nnly nine and 2 half years when

he had arrived in Natal and that no relatives of his had
accompanied him. In the 2ight of this information, one
wonders why a boy of this age,did in fact come. However
through interviews, I discovered that he had been accompanied
by close friends of the family. So I ﬁould say, that a opoy

of this age could have only come for the sake of py
pure adventure and curiosity.
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He came to South Africa on board the Pongola 57.
The ship left the Port of Madras on the 10 July 1906,
and arrived in Natal on the 1 August 1906.

On board the ship were the following:

¥en 213
Women o 86
Boys “ 21
Girls ‘ . 8
Infants 26
Total 354
Number died on board 2 W
Total landed : 352

FIRST PLACE OF SETTLEMENT

According to the‘information in Volume 5 of the Estates

Register which is to be found in the Archives at Pietermaritzburg,
my grandfather had been assigned to work on the 8 August 1906.

In other words, he was assigned to work at the age of nine and

a half years, énd this is what surprises me. He started york
seven days éfﬁérﬂhe,had arrived. He was assigned to Kirton

Huntley and worked as a farm labourer in Pietermaritzburg.

© Report. of —dme P arecdor ob Truzyanis
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- “JRIURQ AT PORT NATAL -

I'H first. ship Wirives: The s.s. Truro anchored off thag
Seuth Beach, Durban, on November 16, 1860, bringing
Nl indentured Indian labourers to Natal. ]

A “-;} 10 years of i,h.l'-:\r:ico.. some Indians, taking advantage of the frée passage, returned. home where
i they iddf'ed complaints of poor conditions and enslavement in the Natal cane fields.




Indentured Indians are shown working in the cane fisld:. Instead of the slipulated nine hours, they
were made to work eleven.

indentured labourers on becoming free, began market gardening, hawking or f[ishing. Indians &re
born fishermen and keok to this occupation with great enthusiasm.




SUBSKQUENT PLACES OF SETTLEMENTS AND OCCUPATIONS

After his contract had expired in Pietermaritzburg, he

moved to Greytown. In Greytown he worked as a farmhand on

the Umvozana for Mr. C.M.G. Horton. He spent most of

his life on this farm. However he eventually moved to

Seven Oaks., He thereafter moved to Gillets where he

worked for & man who lived i1n Hillcrest. He lived here until

his death,

MARRTAGE, BIRTH OF CHILDREN

Sanjeevy married Saraswathy on the 17 January 1941.

They were married in Greytown. During this time, he‘had been
working on the Umvozana. I was on this farm that all his
children had been born. There were six children in all, four

boys and two girls. When the youngest child was six months

Old,/ooo
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0ld, Saraswathy passed away. It was after this

incident ihat he had moved away to Seven

QCaks.

With regard to religion, he was a Tamilian

and tollowed the Hindu Religion. Through

the interviews, T learnt that he had

not been involved in any political activities.

¢ONCLUSICN

In conclusion I would like to say that if Natal had

refrained from encouraging Indian labour, it would

have peen less prosperous than in fact it is. It

was only later on with the steady flow of Indians

into the colony that the Whites begun to fear the formation
Q)

of a permanent Indian communtiy in Natal. The authorities

should have been more alive %o the situation and taken steps

10/ eue
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to educate the imigrants so that they would
be able to 'filt in with the general lines
of ﬂatal 11?9# “Epwever attention was

only paid on:gtkaining a supply of cheap

)

and docile labour,

W mMmanal Pa.Q.rnQJ" ,
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TRANSCRIPT OF THE INTERVIEW WITH MY UNCLE

QUESTION:

ANSWER:

ALSWER ¢

QUESTION:

ANSWER ¢

QUI'STION:

ANSWER:

Could you tell me everything that you know about
your father after he arrived in Natal?

‘Well. he lived in Maritzburg for a while,

I don't kmow who he worked for there or even
where he worked. But after that he moved to
Greytown, where he worked ro C.M.G. Herton on
the Umvozana., He worked as a farm labourer.
He was about 20 years old at this time. While
working on the farm all of us were born, there
were 8ix children altogether, when the youngest

was siz months my mother had passed away.
Do you remember where you mmoved to after that?

After my mother passed away, my father moved to
Seven Oaks and then later to Gilleths. He
worked on the farm of a man who lived in H;llcrest.

Did any of his relatives accompany him?

No he had come with some very close friends of the
family. His parents, bothers, siters and other
close relatives had all resedmddin remained in
Thatts the reason why our family here is
It's only my father, his six children

India.
s0 small,
and great grand children.

Which religion did he follow?

He was & Tamilian and he followed the Hia
Hindu Reéligion?
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