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liyr great grandmother came Irom the GLSVridv @i 40Tl
Arcats in Indta. " The @&istrict of Nerth Arcat lies between
12"22° and 14° 11 ’ nerth Iatitude and between 78 iT7~

and 8o i2’ East lengitude. It is bounded on the Nerth

by the districts ef Cuddapsh and Neller, en the Bast by

the districts ef Chengalpat: en the Seuth by the districis

of Seuth Arcat and SaYem and en the west by the Nysar territery.

The area ef Nerth Areat, accerding te the annals ef Indianm

Administratien far 1871 - 72 &s 15146 square miles.

The papullatien ef the district as ascertained by a census taken

in July i871 was Z2ee7 667'peaple;

The aspect of the ceuntry, in the eastern and seuthern
parts ips frat, but the western parts where it runs aleng
the foot ef the eastern Ghats, as well as all the country
nerthwards frem Trivellam te Triipeli and the Kerkambadi
Pass are meuntaineus, with seme scenery. The highest
pPYatferm in the district is ceal being 2000 feet abeve: sea
Tevel, with a maximum range of the thermometer in the hettest
weather of 88 degrees,. The Lills are composed ef granite and
sienite and have Tittle vegetatien.. There are patiches eof
stunrted jungle here and there and portray = barren135pect: butt
they aboungdi_in minerals, especially cepper and iroﬁ ore,
The: narrew valleys between the hills are very fertile, having
a riech soil and an abundant water supply even in the dryest
seasens. The principal river in the distriet is the Pelar,
which starts in Mysar and flews threugh Nerth Arcet frem
west te east past the tewns ef Vellar and Arcat into the
neighbeuring district ef Chengalyat, etentuslly flowing inte the

sea at Madras. Altheugh a censiderable river in the rainy

seasons, the bed Is dry er mearly dry during the rest ef the

year, Other smaller rivers ef the district are the Paini,
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which passes near Chittur and flews inte the Pelar, the

,
Sonamukhi and Chayaur. These streams are dry during the het
sensen, but in the rainy seasen they flew easily and replemish ¥he

numerous takks and ifirrigatien channels.

The principal reads in the district ef Nerth Areat are the
trunk read frem Madras te Bangelere, rumming frem east te west;
a read frem nerth-east te seuth-west frem Madras threugh Nerth
Arest te Caimbatar and a read runnming frem Chittur te Arcat.
The Madras Railway and the Great Southern Indian Railway alse

pass threugh the district.

Grain e¢f many species-and cotton are grewn througheut Nerth Arcet-
as well as sugar cane and indige. Cetten cleth is manufactured
and eil is prepared in large quantities fer lecal consumptien

and fer Irpett. Fer classificatien purpeses the district ef” Neryh
Arest has fiffeen divisiens er taluks:-

Chittur,. Tripeli, Kaveripak, Shelingarh, Trivellam, Polur,
Wandiwash, Satiward, Penmari, Satgarh, Caddapanatam, Areatm

tH

Villar, Trivatur and Venkatagiri EKata.

In Imdia, caste and the community gevern the village. Occupatiens
a Ise used te eccur en caste ﬁasfs; Mr Thulukkana, the father of
my great grand mother, werked en the farms in Areat which were
concerned with the grewing ef cereals and ether feodgrains..

He worked fer a menthly salary, just sufficient te cope with
.living. They did net pessess any land and lived en land set

. agide fer the workers. The land areund their living premises

were used te develop creps fer their persenal use, They
pessessed a few cattle, geats and seme fewls. ' The Hemes that
they lived in were generally built ente ene anethier and the mud
walls of their cempeund huts were comtinueus. In the front was

a porch used fer drying agricultural produce. DBehind thia was a

.main reom and a gemeral living reom used fer sleeping, eating and

1

. ewttertainment. Part ef the space was used as a cattle pen.
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Thus, their financial and secial positien was a cause feor
concern and any situatiﬁn that imdicated premise was a prepesitien !\

worth considbring; A

"The Tmdians came te Natal as a result ef a triangular Pact between
the gevernments ef Natal; India and Britian with  Britian as the
demimant partner hecause of its centrel ever the‘governments of ‘
India and Natal.. KNatal was experiencing an acute shertage of
labeur and Law 14 ¢f 1859 provided fer gevernment sponsered inden-
tured labeur frem India. In terms ef this law, the gevernment |
of Natal was te advance alIl initial menies required te set the i

immigration in metien, but the employers of labsur were te repay }
three fifths of the whele cest invelved. The TIabeurer was te
be beund fer five years. Thereafter he could enter inte an
erdinary coentract ef labeur er net werk at all and miglt ehange
his place of residence, After ten years he was entitled te a free

return passage te India er subject te the aprnreval ef the Lileutenmant
Governer, cemmute fer a grant ef land equal in value te the

. i
entitl:d te remi#in in Natal if he wished., The actual reasens

return passage and whether his appreval was_obtained or net, he was H
|
fer the arrival ef my great grandmather is unknewn Wut It is
prebaltille that they were made te believe that there were
great prospects awaiting them in South Africal Bearing in mind
their ewn ecenemic positien and that the trip te Natal was free !
wit;f;issibility of returning te India free ef charge made it
an: ¢prertunity net te be missed., It alse gave them the possibility \
of exploring new herizens and experiencing a new ferm of life,
Thus they came 25 indentured labeurers te work in the sugar cane
fislds, They Teft India with the full netice of the fact that
thej rust re-indenture er pay a three pound tax whether am .
illiterate or lew-caste Indian. Under Sectien 2 the immigrant agree&‘
after ‘expiry of centract te return te India er remain in Natal |
under new indentures ef 2 - year ddavetien with wages rates laid

down fer each year of contract.. All indentures were entered accerd-



My greal grandmether, Ellammal, and‘hir parenﬂbleft the
Madras pert abeard the S.0. Umfuli which arrivedd at \
the Dufban harbour en the 23 June 191ii. Befere leaving the
Madras port they had te pass the Pretecter of Emigrants whe was
there te ensure that ne ceersien was used on the emigrant.

On beard the ship they were part of appreximately feur hundred
passengers,. The tetal number of arrivals fer that sugar

geagen wasg less than 2 500,

After 1911 the situation was somewhat different te that of

11

the early years of indentured labeur. There was ne longer an
Inexhaustible labeur ferce frem which industries ceuld draw, )
se the tnprabﬁrtétion of existing labeur centracts was
impractical. This resulted in the sugar industries, which
‘were initially paying low wages , raised wages up te 50%.
These were incentives fer the labeurers to remain in

employment on the estates,

Once the labeurers cane ashere they were assemblled by a pelice
force and had te wait their assignment. Once assigned the workes }
walked te their places of employment, carrying with them their
- bedding and ether little parceism My great grandmethier and her
- parents had te walk seme fifty er sixty kileometres to reach
Esperanza, the place of empleyment ef Mr Thulukkana. My great
gramdmother at the time e¢f her arrival was 9% years eld and
‘was not assigned because law prohibited the assignment of childronI
under io years of age, At that time she}assisted by babysitting
fer the employers of her father, ﬁ;yﬁoId Brothers Limited,
Acceording te her sh? was net assigned'and carried om with
¢dd jebs and never had the oprertunity of really werking
because befere her fathers five year centract ceuld expire she
was already married. Their first place eof settlement was
Esperanza which lies im the counties ef Alexander and Vecteoria. !

The first task that they cempleted was the building ef their



hute frem” the matural material such as grass and wattle.

Mr Thulukkana first served as a plantation labeurer on the
sugar cane fields in Esperanza. The weorking heurs were frem sun-
rise te sunset and after each days werk the imdividual was teo
tired te do anything else. They cooked their meals frem their
ration o¢f rice and mealie meal, in sufficient quantity te
last lunch the next day and previde a2 hurried breakfast at dawn.
' Th& efficial issue of ratiens comprised ef 7 peunds mealie meal,.
ll7 pounds brewn rice, 4 pounds dhall and {1 pound ghee plus

2% peunds salt per month,

The living quarters were eccupied free of charge and medical
attention was to be provided free of charge; The living
conditions deteriated when empleyers teok ever the provisien

of housing. The labourers were then removed frem the huts te
barracks: which enabled thmm=to cultivate patches of land
~around them and organize thamselves, MNedical attention was
inadequate er tetally absent en the estates and Tiving cenditions
generally hazardous..HThe medicalY efficer of health ef the Umzinte
area, reperted that the state on pellutien ef the Estates,

was se gross that 20 te 30 percent ef the Indian populatien was

1

suffering frem Bilharzia. There were ether complaints frem the

werkers that they were being everwerked. They had te coemmence weork
at 4 0 cleck in the merning and finish eff at 8 p.m. daily

The cheres that they had te do were to milk the cews in the
morning, clean up the stables and ether chores befere going te
the cane fields. There were alse reperts of punishment and mis—

handling ef labeurers,

”ThuS) onn the 23 Nevember 1913, about 200 werkers en the Beneva
Estaté, about 2 kilometres from Esperanza struck work. On the
27 Nevember a serious clash occurred between the labeurers and

nolice, " These strikes were erganized to suppert the strike on

the ceal mines of Nerthern Natal, Demestic labourers and

1r



b s
and municipad employees in seme towns alse struck work in
sympathy, and se did the residents ef Esperanza of which Mr \
Thulukkana was a participant. At Esperanza vielence broke out A
with beth the pelice, whe used firearms and the labourers,
whoe used stickg , being involved in the clashes which resulted
in 9 Indians being killed and 25 being weunded. Seriaws charges
of bfutality were levelled at the police and India was aroused
te action en behalf of the Indians in Seuth Africa. The
nrotests were part ef the Great March eof 1913 erganised by

1
Ghamdi. ©
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After his indenture expired Mr Thulukkana meved te other areas o )
enmployment of which myr great grandmether dees net remember.
She hewever did noet ge with her father because she married at

the age of 14.

Hewever, although she married Nageshar, there are no efficial

decuments to prove that she was married, After her marriage she
fellewed the Hindu custems and traditiens because she was Tamil.

After their marriage she moved with her husband te Demnybreok, Braemar,?
Daiyan, Saweti after doing farming fer abeut 9 ysars en a land, !

he had leased. Prier te living in Saweti, Nageshar had werked

in the farms ef Demnybreok, Bulwer and Daiyan which are feund en
the way te Highflats. After her marriage Ellammal had net werked /
for aypyene but asristed her husbands en the farms., They had nire
children together of which ene died prematurely:- Sookia, Seookmarie, \

Ramkalawan, Sewrani, Seokraj, Dhanraj, Ramsamoeoj, and Jeogoo.

My great grandmether, Ellammal is currently living in Hazelweed
Road, Umzinto and is areund 84 years of age. She receives an

0ld age pensien and is a firm believer of her Hindu religion.
' [
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