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SECT1O0: "A™
N AY AL B F OR

=

THE I NDIANS

1. LHT'RODUCT 1O
In the middle of the 19th century a small group of

white Enslish sveaking imtigrants were struggling to
nake a Jivinginthe newly independant colony off Natal.

A fow ol the  ore entverprizing concentrated an the
cultivation of sugar cane. But it became clear that
while the climate and soil was right the sucess of such
a venture depended on an adequate and contineous supply
of cheap and relisble labour. The zulus in Natal had
been confired to reserves by Shepstones Policy.

"hey wer-e mainly a cattle lovins community, preferring
to work their own farms rather than supply the Colonists
with the necessary labour to develop farms and industry.
"This eventually co:pelled farmers, landowners and planters
to address an yr:ent Petition to the Legislative Council,
praying for the imiiediate introduction of labourers from
India." '

2. IDEA OF TuDIENTURED LABOUR.
Slavery had been abolished but an alternate systen called
"Indenturing” had been developed.

"Through this system a man was bound to a "master"

for a definite period of time and his low wage was

fixed in advance." 2 Indenturing Indians had proven

itseli successful in ligurituis, and the West Indies.

1« THOCMPS O N: Indign Immigration into Natal
1860 - 1872. p. 26

2. Re S. ‘¥ OB AW H: Indians in South Africa,
Daily lews, wovember 1966
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) A natalian lr James Reynold Saunders (see fig. 1)

first sug estdilirough the press that Indians be brought

. to iatal. Thus lawe 14 and 15 of 1859 were passed by the
Natal Government. Law 14 provided for the importation

of imnigrants at tie nublic expense, and for the regulation
and -“overning of such immi;rants. Law 15 enabled private
individuels to introiuce labourers at their own risk.

3, COHOIT:CE UD. R WHICH THEY CAMI,.
Provisions were made for the drawing up of contracts

between immigrants and their employers (see fig.2).
Imnigrants agreed to complete five years of "“Industrial
Service"™ at wazes not less that 10 shillings per month,
Section 9 of law 14 stated. "ON THE EXPIRATION OF THE
FIRCT 5 YEARS APTER HIS INTROUDUCTION TO THE COLONY, EVERY

o IIDIAN IRBMIGRANT WHO SHALL HAVE SO SERVED UNDER THE
CONTRACT O SERVICE AS AXORESAID ...
“ SHALL BE COISIDERLD TO HAVE CCMPLETED AN INDUSTRIAL

RESIDEKCE 0% /IVE YLARS, AND SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A
CERTIVFICATE O * DISCHARGE (SEE FIG.3) AND IT SHALL NO
LOHGER BE OLLIGATOLY OIN ANY SUCH INDIAN IMMIGRANT TO
BEUTER AY tURTiHmir COTRACT .M

With regards to perunat settlement of Indians
immigrants in the country, section 6 of law 14

provided as follows:-—

"EV.RY InoIal IkLT AR SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A FREE
PASLAGL BACK 90 IiwlA, WHO SHALL HAVE RESIDED TEN YuAxS
Iit 9B COLO7, ALD DURING THE TEN YHEARS SEALL HAVE
COUMPLITEY An  IwDuswRIAL RESIWENCE OF FIVE YEARS."

This was further expanded on in section 28, "WHEN A\Y
IDIAN IMMIG2AWT SHALL BE DESIROUS TO COMMUTE HIS RIGHTS
TO A FREE PASCAGE "OR ¥HE /ALJE IN LAND TO THE AMOUNT OF




FPIG; 2

(MAN’S)
CONTRACT OF SERVICE WITH INDIAN IMMIGRANTS

Be it Remembered,

That on this day of . in the Year of our Lord
One Thousand Nine Hundred and and .. = Indian immigrant, No..
appeared before me Protector of Immigrants, and in my presence signed {or made

his mark) o the following Contract of Service:

The said agrees to hire the services of the said indian Immigrant, and the said Indian
Immigrant agrees to render the said his services in the capacity of General Labourer for
Five Years, commencing on the day of in the Year of Our Lord
One Thousand Nine Hundred and And it is further agreed between the said Parties

that the said Indian Immigrant shall be employed as above for six days in each week, save as in such
Law is mentioned, and that the hours of labour shall not be more than nine hours daily, between
sunrise and sunset with a break of at least an hour for rest.

And it is further agreed between the said Parties that the said shall pay to the said Indian
Immigrant as such servant as aforesaid wages at and after the rate of TEN SHILLINGS for the first
year, ELEVEN SHILLINGS for the second year, TWELVE SHILLINGS for the third year, THIRTEEN
SHILLINGS for the fourth year, FOURTEEN SHILLINGS for the fitth year, for the remuneration of.
the services of the said Indian Immigrant, and that such wages shall be paid on the first day of each
month,

And lastly, the said doth hereby bind and oblige himself to give, grant and provide.
to and for the said Indian Immigrant, and for such family as may be alloted, good and comfortable
lcdging, wholesome and suitable food, and proper medical attendance and medicines, during the
period for which this present Contract is made, and otherwise to observe and fulfill all the conditions
and obligations of the Coolie Laws of the Colony so far as the same are applicabie to this Contract
and Agreement

...... . e .. His mark.

The preceding Agreement was signed by the above-named Parties in my presence, on the day and
year above written, voluntarily, the same being, as far as | am able to judge, fully understood by

them respectively.

Praotector of Immigrants.
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THE CO3T 0 SUCH PASYAGE, T E LIEUTENANT GOVERKOR

SHALL YEE FIT 70 G:HAWT SUCH IMMIGRANTS CROWN LAND OF

T:B COLONY." 3

It was also provided that during the term of contract the
employer was to provide, food, lodging, clothing and

medical attention for his Labourer. It was also speci-

fically stipulate that ”5 = 50 women per 100 men be reégrited.,

4,1 JHLIGRAWDT AUIC1HIS RATIOw INTYE COLONY
In 1859 a "Coolie Immizration agent" was appointed.

He was in charge o~ Financial affairs and to register
and assisn all imeicrants to the service of employers,
In 1872 the "Coolie Azent" was mow referred to as

"The Protector of Indian Immigrants". He was granted

$0-.¢ judical no cr concerning immigrants. PFurther.nore

he had to keep a iresirter or all marriasesin the colony,
and had to twice = year visit estares employing Indiang
free or indentured. Law 25 of 1891, imnposed on the
protccior tite dnty o administerin~ ettates of deceased
Indians. 1In 1872 a deputy Protector and in 1891 an
assistant Protecior were appointed to assist the Protector.

4,2 JRHAIGRA 10 L0V In 1k 1A

[r ... Collins, tiie Post nacter General was sent from

Natal =s agent /or the katal Goverment. Part ofhis task
was o HEstoblivh o peruenant iiatal Agency preferable at
Madras. ~“his he did Ly appointing a #ir Burton, who was
also the a‘ent 'or Maritius. Collins returned to Natal
in re.ruary 1861 and lurton was succeeded in June 1865
by 1.r Gohan.

3. Y. 8, CII I WS AIY: The Indians in the Sugar

Al

Indvetry, in [iat Iux, 1, p.99



The agency closed down in 1869. When immigration was
resued in 10574 the Natal Government wes represented by
Hr FPrith, the ivicration agent in Culcutta for British
Guiana. The agency was naintained till 1911 when
imaigration closed.

SECTICN i

THE I HWNDIANS ARRTIVE:
After all formalities had been completed Mr Collins
Chartered a shivn ot Calcutta, T'E BELVEDERE, and another
at Madras the TRURO, to carry the first labourers to Natal.
the BEELVEDIRE leit Calcutta on 4 October 1860, 9 days before
the TRURO set sail, but becasuse it had to cover an extra

1200 miles the 7RG dropped anchor in Durban first, on
16 uovenber 1860 (see fig. 4).

On 17 ilovember 341 Indians disembaﬁﬁed. Under the Title
"The Coolies Here" the "Natal Mercury" published an
article. (see fig. 5). A few days hter the newspaper
also published an advertisment for Indian labour. (see fig. 6).

De2. REACONS 1'Ci LBAVILG INHIA

i.any reason have been advanced as to why the Indians left

India to come to ha:al., One of the Strongest theories
put ‘Toreward stotesthat many Indians come because they
wanted to escape tie Caste syste:. in India. "The majority
of these Indianc hoped for a better life and greater pros-

perity in the new country." 4 :
One cannot discard the reasons siven to us by our grand-

paren s, reasons one cannot find in text books. Stories
of how the recruting officers lied and misled Indians to
believe such Tabricnied stories like gold could be found
on chilli trees, or picked up like chells on the sea shore
of iatal.

4., R. S. .O0BAM:: Indians in South Africa, Daily News,
Lov emb er 1906,
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“Eriday alleenoon last, Navemher 160 a large barque.
Tiuro, murAlc the anchorage and signalled the fact of her
Leving a large number of Coolies abourd The }?usl weel
will lunp be memorable amongst .-\n;:lnu'\'uml.luns. At
lust, after the discussiona of years and the extinction of
hopes innumervable, the planters’ pet taojeet has been
realised.

“Counsiderable apprehension was al once experienced
as to the ranitary condition of the vessel  Thanks to the
bascless figments so industriously circulated by certain
agitators, Coolies have been vonnccted with cholera qnd
other epidemic evils. But happily on Saturddy morning
every fear was set at rest by the favourable report of
Dr. Bolland, the Health Officer, who boarded the Truro
at daylight, and saw that she was healthy in every respect,

“A very remarkable scene was the landing of the
first batch of Indian indentured labourers and one well
worth remembrance and record.  Most of the spectators
who were present had been led to expect a lot of dried
up, vapid, and sleepy-looking anatomies. They were
agreeably disuppointed.  As the swarthy hordes came
pouring out of the boat's hold, laughing, jabbering and
staring about them with a very wecll-satisfied expression
of self-complaceney on their faces, they hardly realised
the idea one had formed regavding them and their
faculties.

V “They were a queer, comical, foreign looking, very
oriental-like ¢rowd. The men with their huge muslin
turbans, bare scraggy shin bones, and coloured garments;
the women with their flashing cyes, long disheveiled
pitehy hair with their hall-coverced, well formed fipures.
and their kecen inquisitive glances; the children with
their meapre, intelligent, cute and huwmorus countenances

Coolie Immigration

Soon after the arrival of the indentured Indian
labourers, from Indla, this advertisement appeared In
the columns of the “Natal Mercury"'—
All persons desirous of possessing coolle servants are
requested to apply to the Immigriation Agent, Durban,
stating the description of servants required, and the
name of agent far selcectinn,
The Immigration Agent eannot take upon himself the
selections of any servants, nor ean he forward any
to their destlnations,
Seleetions will take place in his presence at the coolie
barracks, wher the master or his agent nmiust be pre-
pared at the time to enter fnto the contract of service
required by law to pay the nmount of passage money
and etc, and to take away the servant
All servants remaining in barracks after the allotment
will be kept at the expense of their master,

: F. Tatham,

Coolie Immigrant Agent,
Tmmigration Office,
¢ Durban. .

November 27, 1460,

PIG: 5

mounted on bodies of unscionable f{ragility, were all
evidently beings of a different race and kind to any we
have yet seen in Africa or England. Master Coolie
seemed to make himself perfectly at home, and was not
In the least disconcerted by the novelty of his situation.
He looked about hlm in considerable animation and
very generally remarked that Natal was colder than
‘Madras.

“There has seldom been such a crowd at the Point
as thure was on Saturday (the day on which' the im-
migrants actually landed in Durban). The boats seemed
to disgorge an cndless stream of living cargo. The major
portion of this lot are, we understand, not so much fleld
fabourers, us mechanics, household servants, domestics,
xardencrs and tradespeople. There are barbers, carpenters,

accountants and grooms amongst them.  Among the
women we find ayahs, nurses and maids. It sgems to be
rather a heterogenous’ assortment comprising a few of
all calling, than a supply of labourers for the plantations.”

FIG: 6
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Also the economic and political conditions in India gave
inpetus to the success of the immigration. One need only
to ask immisrans why they came and the answer would he

o~

"for a better 1i e."

3. HATAL ATUR T¢I IWolAus
The Natal settlers investmenis yieglded dividends.,

Sugar Production encreased from 1,173 tons in 1859 to
6,985 tons in 1864 and to 9173 tons in 1868. ™There
were permenant docile workers for the fields and skilled
hands for the mills." >

But promises were not kept and hopes were shattered.
Treatment on some cestastes were harsh and living conditions
unhealthy, and when their service contract were completed
their rights as free citizens were restricted. The offer
of crown land was withdrawn in 1891. This led the
Protector to state in his 1907 report "Ido not know any
estate on which the horse stable is not better than the
coolie huts™" 6

SECTION "C"
Ny SUBJ ECT,.

1. IMNJITIAL PROBLELS
My greatest problem was determining my subjects (ie. My

Fathers' Grand-father) risht name.

My subjects children and ~rand children were registered

under such names a2s, Sumadraji, Rajoo, Raju, and Raidoo.
. After retrieving 2 documents (see fig. 7) 1 was able

to determine the correct name and by using the indenture

number gain more information from the micro - films

at the university of Durban Westville. I discovered that

my subjects correct name was RAYADI GURAVADU.

I 5¢ R.S. NOBATH: Indians in South Africa, Daily News, Nov. 1966,
6. CUlITENARY (3 T;DIANS IH NATAL 1860 ~ 1960. p. 132
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2. BARLY LIVE Iu 14DIA

By the time my subject was born the Indian Indenture system
had been firmly entrenched in Natal. I was unable to
find any documents that accurately states my subjects date
of birth, but by using his ace when he arrived and the
year in which he arrived 1 calculated that he was born

in 1881, Iy interviewee stated that his father was born
in Raimandrun in %he district of Kotipali., This could
not be varified,

My subjects father I"R. R. CIIADRIGADU owned a rice farm
on which my subject worked as a water crane presser,

that is, someone who irrgaters rice fields. His family
was of the Par a Caste and staunch Hindus., The ships
recister states that he came from the villace of KISTHA
in the district of ILAURIPUIAN. So presumable this is
were his father owned the farm, my subject married in India
and later fathered a child. Unfortunatly neither the
name of the child nor morither could be traced. The
mother also died »t child birth,

"he exact reecons for my subjects coming to Natal is
unclear. Iy first interviecwee MR, FRANK RAIDOO stated
that he came because he wanted a better life. Iy second
intervievee mr., Sfumadraji stated that after my subject's
wife had died he bezan to have problems with his family
and to avoid a major quarrel he left India, leaving

his child, a daughter, behind,

1 could not accent the fact that my subjects family owned
rice fields., irstly they were of the poorect caste,

the Parias and csecondly if my subject was as weathy as my
interviewee sugests, why did he not come as a passanger
Indian. 1y attempts to varify this information proved
fruitless,




My subject wngs recriited from iadras and set sail on
7 March 1905 for latal on toaid the Congella 44.

On board were 255 men and boys and 98 women and girls,
Thus a total of %53peonle set sail. They were brousht
under contract of mess¥s King and sons,

3.1 BARLY LI W 1.0 wATAL

Of the 353 passangers on board the Congella 44 , only

352 dicembarked, one Indian returned to India. The Congella
dropped anchor in Port Natal on the 26 larch 1905.

My subject was 24 years when he arrived, and stood

5 feet 2 inches. The records state that he had a

linear scar on his abdomen. lis indenture number was
111789,

3.2 COAL MINING IN WATAL.
"Coal was originally discovered in Natal in the 1840's,
but it cost twice as much to transport it 40 miles to

Durbsn as to ship it 7000 miles to Britain".
Only the construction of a Railway line 50 years later

permitted the development of theindustry, but as a°

result of the Zulu unrest and the attractiveness of
employmnent for the blacks on the gold fields, Coal
I"ining became increaisingly dependant on the Indenturecd
Indian worker. In 1897 the first 342 men volunteered for
service in the Coal mines. The number remained constant
at about %50 men, till 1906 when demand increased to

over 1000 men. '

3.3 ELANUSLAAGTE COLLIERIES LIMITED

"rslanslaagte was situsted on the main line of Railways,

16 Miles beyond Ladysmith and 3614 feet above sea level.
It was a mining camp of some importance but the name is
generally associated with General ¥Francis' cavalry victory

of October 21st 1899, one of the earliest British successes of
8

the Loer War".

T. A.J. ARKINS: The Contribution of the Indigns to the
South African Economy 1860 = 1970, p. 341
8. The Natal Directary: 1910, p. 609
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On 4 April 1905, 9 days after my subject had arrived in
Durban, he was contracted to work for the Elandslaagte
Collories Limited (see fig. 8). This company was formed
in 1877 by Mr C.G. Smith and lMr FrankReynold. The
capital out lay of the company was &160 000 and the coal
bearing lands had an area of 6000 acres. There were 2
shafts fully equiped on the property and a large amount
of development had been done. The coal output was

-fTSOO tons per dien and of excellent quality being largly

used for bunkering end railway purpose, as it was a good
Steam rager. Amoncst the principle consumers of
elandslaagte coal were Messrs Rennie & sons and most of
the resular steauer trading to natal. " the Company was
in a very flourshin condition and paid dividends at the
rate of 12 4+ pcrcent per annum." 2. My subject was
employed here for 5 years as a digger.

It was here thet my subject again married, but he
"divorced" his wife a few years later because she was
barren., The wifes name could not be traced.

S®C ION "D
MRS RAYADTI
Indenturing was also extended to dock yards and domestic

employment. Women and children were also brought along,
this being specifically required by the Indian government.
The majoritly of women who came, were not married or were
either young widows. For women and men South Africa was
not temporary bt o permenant home.

9. Twenty Century Impressions of Natal: p. 54
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SECTION "D"

EARLY HISTORY
Miss Chelli Bamma was born in 1884, Her fathers' name

being P. Muralingam. ©She was of the Paria Caste and

- lived in the Village of GODAVERI in the district of

?; KAIGALIAPET. DMNo other information about her could be

; uncovered., She set gsail for Natal on the 3rd August 1907
from the port of liadras, on board the S.S. Umfuli VII,
The ship docked in Port latal on 26 August 1907. Iiiss
Bamma was 23 years when she arrived standing at 5feet

{ inch, and her indenture number was 133606,

According to the ships register liss Bamma arrived with
a child, a girl. Ier name was Gojammah and her age was.
3 months, her Tather's name was Chinina Moonigady but -

there wes no record to sug-est that he also came.
I was unable to trace l.issBamma's employer but my
intervicwees seet to feel that she stayed in Stanger,
This could not be veriied. &o further evidence is known
about the mother or child, but I do know, that when she
married my subject she had no child with her, Towards the
end of 1907 and early 1903, Stanger wasexperiencing a
dysentry epidemic. Over 30 - 60 children died within
6 rmonths and 1 can only assume that the child was one of
its victims,
Nothing furthecr is known agbout Miss Bamma until she
magrried my subject, in what I calculated to be around 1912,
because only after 5 years of her contract could she
have gone to Dundee were she met my subject.

. My subject, completed his term of contract with Elandslaagte
Collienes in 1910. According to my interviewee his
father then worlzed for the Dundee Coal liines, No
evidence to support this could be found.




(o)

The archives does not have recordsof transfer documents,
and the transfer cor-esvondence between employer and protec-
tor, that they do have, yi€ldsno information.

It was here at Dundce that My subject met and "married"
his wife, liiss Chelli Bamma. Ny attempts to trace

Miss Bammas movements to Dundee were fruitless,

In 1913 they had their first child, a daughter named
Atchema. _
Meanwhile the Gandhi Passive Resistancemovement was
gaining . pgmentum., In 1913 the strikes spread to the
northern Natal mines andthus effected the Dundee Mines.
Iy subject and hic wife were both involved in the march
from llorthern latal to Volks¥Ust (see fig.9)

SECTION "g" 1.
LIFE AT TER COAL PIELDS
It was after the strikes, around 1914, that my subject

absconded, after only cowpleting 4 of his 5 year contract.
Any attempts to varify =and support my interview€®€

statement was useless. No records of labourers obscounding
were available and the protectors report only mentioned

the total number of lagbourers that absconded in that year.
..y subject reason for absconding, according to my
interviewee, was vecause of harrss ment by black mine
police., Iy subject then travelled to Pietermaritzburg,
froxw wherche boarded a train to Isipingo and then

travelled by ox - cart to Sezela.

2. REY OLo BLOTH¥ER LIMIT D

"Reynold Lros in its formative years were no exception to

prevailing practise, aongst the larger sugar enterprizes,

of absorbing in their growth as ©Cppmrtunity effered the

smaller estates gﬁoining the main Area." 10

10, 0w B O I b: The Vallant Harvest, p. 132
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This is what I suspect hepovened to the wood coat Estete
ovned by a Mr P.P. Naicler. According to my interviewee
nis father Tirst worked for lMr Naicker, then Reynold Bros.,
but 1 could fird no recoris of Mr Naicker or WoodCoat Estate
in either the protectors or Estates records. I then
phoned the Heullets sugar IniTormetion centre, but they
could fiind not record either.

The genesis of the .leynoldkros. company was in the person
of Thomas and Lewis Reynold. Though both Brothers worked
seperatly, it is suspected that this was part of a pre-
concieved wlan to build up their "Sugar Empirel After
Lewis death the cownany came under the title of T. Reynold
and sons., His sons constructed a new mill at Espranza

in 1282, (sec “ir,. 10},

They survived ti'c post war slump and later constructed
train lines to speed um cane transportation.

The original co.:pany of Reynold Lrother which had been in
existence for some 15 years, was incoperated in a new
company in 1907.

A few yvears latcr the 11 000 acres free - hold property
of Dazley -ros. was acauired and in 1915 a new and up to
date mill was erected at Uezela. (see fig. 11).

Ly subject worked for Reynold Bros, for approxima£iy

4 to 5 years. 1% was here that my grandfather,

MR SUIADRAJI, was born the 16th lay 1919.

My subject then moved to an Indian farm, owned by

Mr Haick.r, he worked for lir Naicker till 1924 when his
second son lir Frank was born. Mr Naicker then moved to
Sawoti to a farm called Glenroy Induduto farm. Again

I reiterate that no records of Mr Naicker, his farm,

or his movemnents could be found.

In about 1926 my subject leased 40 acres of land for
farning in S8awoti. !'e cultivated mealies, tabacco and
beans., )




Old tsperanza.

FIG:
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Cricinal shotokraoh suerlicd oy Gordon Peddie. Esa.

The new Esperanza mill was made up of
machinery from Old Esperanza, Equecfu
and the Umzinto mill. This picture of
Esperanza was made about the turn of
the century.




@

During this tirwe, my interviewee says, that his father may
have been active as an .indu priest, but records of

the Sawoti Hindu temple, does not support this, because

no evidence o7 hic activities could be found.

lhy subject lived for 6 years on his farm, till he died
in 1932 of heart ailwuent, being only 51 years of age.
He left behind a wife and 3 children, a girl and 2 boys.
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