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INTRODUCT ION

Indians have been engaged in. the fishing. 1ndustry of Durban from about

1865 ~ 1870.: .The base of their operations was prxg;nally on-Salisbury
Island, situated in Durban .Bay, but the,datejof“their.initia;;settle; |
ment on thewisland is uncertain. (1) S S I TP SN

The Natal Flsherles Cammlss1on in 1883 recommended that plots of land

on the Bay Beach or Salisbury Island should-:bellet .on~lease:forfall’ ' -
purposes connected with the fishing trade torany ' fit and: proper persons.'
(2)s . . S Delhem il o hEoh oo !
In the Report of the Indlan Immlgrants COmm1381on, app01nted in 1885

by Slr Henry Bulwer, to enqulre 1nto the Indlan Immlgratlon Laws and
Regulatlons of the Colony and the general condltlons of the Indlan o
populatlon of Natal there 1s a sectlon on the flshlng 1ndustry establ—‘ 4
ised on Sallsbury Island. The sectlon states that ‘a very interesting
industry was established on Salisbury Island and the inhabitants were
free because they were ex-—indentured Indians and that they were busily

engaged in fishing and fish-curing. (3).

Sir Henry Binns, in a Report of the Indian Immigrants Commission (1885-
1887) contained a section which stated:

", .. free Indians thrive in Natal ... their industrious habits cause
them to prosper in nearly every occupation in which they engage ...
They show commendable industry in fishing and fish—curing; the Indian
fishing settlement on Salisbury Island, in Durban Bay, has been of
manifest advantage not only to the Indian but to the White inhabitants

of the Colo ", (4).

1. Natal Regional Survey: Studies of Indian Employment in Natal, 1961 edq:
X1, p. 71. ’ ’

2. Ibid., p. T2.

3. Ibid.; pp. 72 - 73.

4. Ibid., P. 75.




The subject of my research is my maternal grandparent, Mr Rangasamy
Pillay.. Mr Pillay was part of the fishing community of Fymnland.(5).
He was born in 1903 on Salisbury Island and he engaged .in seine netting
from about 1915 - 1975. (6). Seine netting.is usually a.craft handed
down from one generation to the next. In:my grandfather's case this
was applicable because his father was also a‘profeqsional;fisherman.(7).

Many people are ‘not vaualnted w1th selne nettlng as a method of catch-
ing flsh. It may be mentioned that a selne net'is a large net with'
floats at the top edge and weights at the bottom with which a shoal of
fish can be encircled and dragged out of the water. (8).

My grandfather made his own fishing nets using nylon and cotton.
According to h1m he had learnt the craft from observ1ng other flshermen.
He also mentloned that a seine net is about three nundred feet long and
takes’ ‘more than one month to make 1t ( 9, lO, ll ) B ’
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Early Childhood e T R AT N R T

According to my grandfather his father owned a farm in Umlaas where he
cultivated bananas. (12). When fishing did not render much profits my
great—grandfather would take his family to the farm. 'When the fishing
season boomed my great-grandfather would bring his family once more: to:
Fynnland where he leased a wood and iron house. ! My:grandfather was
exposed to two completely different vocations at.an-early age.., But when .
he reached the age of twelve he decided to. became wholly. 1nvolved in.
fishing. (13). ' . B !

Marriage and Birth of Children . . IR L ki s n. it g

1}!']

When my grandfather reached the age of twenty-one years his family decid-
ed that it was time for him to get married. , The necessary .arrangements
were made by his maternal uncle. who was, a friend of my, grandmother's
family. My grandparents only saw each other on the wedding day. (14).

My grandfather*and his wife stayed with h15-fam11y=for:about{ten years.
He then moved ‘out of the parental dwelling and built his ‘own house ‘in
the Fynnland/Bluff area.  The house was situated:in 34 Kingsclere Road .
My grandparents had éight children. Their eldest child Parsurman was
born in 1926, Madurai 1928, Chockalingum 1930, Savithri 1932, Morga 1934,
Klstamma 1936 Annammah 1938 and Pushpavathi in 1941. (15).

A} by i [ 3
Usually flshlng is a oraft that is handed down from one, generatlon to the
next. However, my grgndfather's Son§,eggaggd}Ln:ogcupatmqgs other than
fishing with the exception of Morge who:does fishing on,atpartftimegbasis.

According to my eldest uncle fishing is not predictable and not:stable,

12, Appendix 1.
13. Appendix 19.
14. Appendix 9.
15. Appendix 2.



therefore, they decided against becoming,fishermen. (16).

Housing e . R S R AL AT S T

Hous1ng is’ an 1nterest1ng aspect in regard “to the 'Fynnland/Bluff area.
The flshlng eommunlty were d1v1ded into' those ‘“that lived 'in the fishing
village and those that lived in the.Fynnland/Bluff area. (17).

Those that lived in the village lived on lgnd:leased: from the South
African Railways and Harbours Administration. "My grandfather recalled
that in the fishing village there were at least eleven plots .of: land
and there were about twenty-rive Indian households on it. (18;19).

My grandfather lived in the Fynnland/Bluff, area which is part of Durban
Borough. .. There were about eleven dwellings in this area. Each dwelling
was situated on. a quarter-acre, plot.,[ '

My grandfather owned the quarter-acre site upon which his bulldlng was
erected. My grandfather's house was built of brick and tile. (20).
According to my mother their house was well furnished and well cared for.
She algo stated that their house had the luxury of a telephone.
Municipal water and electricity was installed. Bucket sanitation was
used, and . removal was.effected by the Corporation. They had to pay a
total of approximately £200 per annum to the Durban Corporation.

, [ . . . :
A t 'y . . . S N S A TIPS B l~"| L . T
- AR v o '

MJ_.&I_I, Lo S Co Tua o ipeen < ‘ S e
My grandfather®did not have any formal education.. The main reason for:
this was that’during his childhood 'hig'family 'drifted throughout the
year between Fynnland and Umlaas, dependlng on the flshlng conditions.
The secondary reason was that formal educatlon was not’ a requlrement for

fishing. My grandmother also had no formal edueatlon. 'Educating girls

Y

16. Appendix 20.
17. Appendix 16.

18. Appendix 19.
19. Natal Regional ourggy Studies of Indian Employment in Natal,

op. cit., p.97.
20. Appendix 10.



was considered to0 be an unnecessary waste of‘money.

It was interesting to note that my‘gréndparents“ahd'most of the other
fishermen, though their calling does not demand a'high educational
standard, considered it important to give their childremn schooling.
(21)- o o L ) - T R . . ’ b

Since there was no government or government aided Indian school in the
area the children of the fishermen travelled to schools in the KingsRest,
wentworth, Clairwood and Rossburgh areas. All Mr Plllay 8 chlldren !
attended schools in Clairwood. S SR

I stumbled on the 1nterest1ng fact that my, father who was teaching at 5
'Clalrwood at that time recognlsed the dire need for‘a .school for the I
children of the flshlng communlty. He was responsible for starting ' a ‘M
platoon school at King's Rest.1 The school comprised ninety-six children
and two teachers. (22). .

y !

Income and Expenditure | L g

My grendfather usually earned about £25 per month.” To supplement his
income he engaged in shrimping. (23). My grandmother's uncle Mr Cand-
asamy had no family of his own, ‘8o he ‘resided with my grandparents. He
contributed substantially to the family:income. 'He worked as a steward
on a ship called "ABA" for two years. Subsequently he worked as a cook
for the .Whaling Company in the Bluff area. (24).

Later, my grandfather's four sons started working and they contrlbuted
to the family income. ,Each' son contributed about £3 per ‘weelk, ¢ THT

The soil in the area was very fertile and my grandparents grew vegetab—
les.for their own consumption. ‘They also kept pou}try. So, food "~

21. Appendix’19.
22. Appendix 1.’
23. Appendix 6.
24. Appendix 17.



expenses did not aborb too much of their income.

Expenditure included fuel, rent, clothing, transport, education, medical
services, ceremonial expenses, sundries (such as tobacco and liquor) and
other miscellaneous expenses. o ' :

My grandfather lived a comfortable existence :with his income well over
the expenditure. J T P A R (R ST

Fishing Operations S ’ R VT N TP O R R

It appears that fishing operations continued both inside’ and outside °
the Bay until the passing of Act 31 of 1906. My grandfather was aware
of the restrictions of this Act from his father and other; fishermen in
the area. Until this Act came into operation, the Indian fishermen
used their seine nets in Durban Bay and’ licences were issued for that

purpose. After 1906 the Indian fishermen were' permitted to fish only off

the OCean Beach and were barred from fishing with seine” nets within the
Bay, although line-fishing and the netting of prawns and” shrimps were"

-,
e

allowed in the harbour and "'w1th1n the training wall " which is sometimes

referred to as a " retaining ‘'wall". It appears to have been the remains
of a wall constructed to keep the sea from encroaching upon a military
camp-site. .. The wall now forms a portion of the South Pier. This perm-
isson has to be granted by the Fisheries Officer, with the approval of
the Port Captain. The specific sanction of the Port Captain 1s still a
necessary requirement in order to limit 1nterference w1th the passage of
sea-going vessels in and out of the harbour. (25 26) f:“, '

When my grandfather lived in Fynnland 'he used to leave home about 4h0O0
to start fishing operations.’ When he'moved to ' Chatsworth he left home
about’ 5h00 “(27). Thus skippers'set out to'sea in their low-draught

a1

25. Natal Regional Survey: Studies of Indian Employment 1n Natal,
op. cit., p.80.
6. Appendix 18.
27. Appendix 19.
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rowing boats. They operate close inshore,.gbout five: hundred:to seven
hundred yards:from the beaches: - - v o amnis o Ly n eieges

The procedure 1n seine net flshlng 1s to have two "spotters" statloned
at dawn, one at South Pier and the other at the North Pier, and a
pilot boat with a crew of five in the area. Spotters can, from a
distance, see . the tell-tale signs of a shoal.of+fish swimming below the

surface. ' The boats used are sturdily built.:«They: are; usually oonstruct-
ed by the seine netters themselves.: ~-These.boats,are roared for approx--

)

imately three miles.up and down:the coast from Durban, but for operations

further afield they are loaded on lorries:and transported;to those: areas.

(28)e. . S T P IS
My grandfather owned one boat whlch he constructed hlmself. (29)

i . [AREEEI Vi e et - byt e
When 1mmed1ately a shoal of flsh is "spotted" .one~100k—-out. manisignals.
information regarding the direction,: and -speed of ithe shoal' and..the
estimated size and type of the fish. 'The. . other. "spotter" immediately
checks the information and signals this to the .pilot .boat, whigh then
makes for the group of men ,on.the shore, where a.plan of campaign is
devised and the necessary gear prepared. (30).

oL

Two\surf boats, each with a one inch mesh net measuring 300 feet by 20
feet, and manned by a crew of five men ' (‘a captain‘and’ four varsmen)-
push off in a wide arc in the’direction”in which the fish are ‘expected
to move. When'the shoal ‘enters 'this part“of'the fishing ground, 'the

net is lowered by one of the surf-boats; which then moves‘slowly towards

the other boat. When they meet,’ the second net’is lowered and the ends
tied'together.é‘Thns’the two nets combine- to make ome large net 20feet
by 600feet. .Once the nets are laid and the fish are. within the .area

covered by the net, one of the surf boats hurries, with the ends of the
leader drag-ropes, to the shore. Two groups of fishermen comprlslng up

28. Fiat Iux Aug.1967, op. cit., pp. 176 - 177.

29. Appendix 14.

30. Natal Regional Survey: Studies of Indian Employment in Natal,
op. cit., p.83. . S ; T v




to. twenty men each, begin to draw.the ropes, and at the same time.the ;
boat at sea.signals (by shrill blasts.of a whistle or by arm signals)
the directions to the men on shore who,are expected to.keep‘in line ..
with the gradual movement of the fish so-that the nets are always under
the shoal. (31).» Lo T S SO S

Sometlmes 1t is necessary for a " safety " net to be thrown to prevent )
any p0351b1e escape of fish from the base nets. ThlS is usually ‘done

by another surf boat which circles the area covered by the orlginal nets
and feeds out,a third net. In the meantime, the rope attached to.the
nets,under the shoal is carefully hauled in_.and the surf boat.comes
closer.to the shoal. - The.fishv(;trqpped@in,gnkle-deep;water),ﬁif large
eg. ‘barracuda, are seized. by the hand and thrown.on the beach., At times "
it .is .necessary to sﬁun the fish'with wooden poles or gaffs to prevent
damage to the nets. If the fish are small, eg. sardines and pilchards, i
baskets are used to take in the catch which is piled up on the beach "ﬁ
before belng carrled to the fisherman's hut which is rented from the
Durban Municipality. Here the fish are weighed and some of them sold
to“the publicwor to traders andiﬂawkers.”’(32;ﬂ33). C !

Types of Flsh Caqght and Seasons

The commonest shoals netted are a variety of muwllet, shad, pilchards,
sardines, Natal snoek and barracuda. Salmon and. .geelbek are not common.
All these types.of fish are seasonal-and- ogcun;in shoals,of varying .
gsizes, those of ;shoal sardines being the;largest.  Shoal fish .are:exp-
ected at certain.times and fishermen .have in recent. years.noted..a, slight
change in the.times in which they .are dwe. (34)s.. . . - . i

The busiest time of the year for seine netters is during the Natal's
annual sardine run which usually occurs towards the end of June. .

31. Natal'Regional Survey:Studies of Indian Empleyment in Natal,
op. cit., p.83. "

32, Ibid. , pp. 83 - 84.

33. Appendix 15.

34. Natal Regional Survey: Studies of Indian Employrent in Natal,

op. cit., p.84.



Because of vagaries of the weather it frequently happens that rough seas
keep the shoals some distance off-shore and therefore make netting
operations impossible. When sardines ‘do comeclose in-shore, however,
very large catches are sometimes made. ' The netting of the sardines: -
often occurs during the winter school vacation. (35). , Shad:is netted :
in September, October,'and November and again‘in December and January;
mullet from March to June; snoek 'from January to:March; geelbek and
salmon follow the sardlnes and are netted. at the'same time. (36)

oo * ST B Cosy et ot
Aooordlng to my grandfather they used. to net about flve thousand to
fifteen thousand fishes in one net. He recalls that the largest shoal
he netted was twenty thousand;fishes&i‘This'shoal~oontained a varisty
of fishes but contained mostly shad.: My grandfather ‘also stated that

shad fetched the most money. (37). * »&" =V vepl i a4 ot i

R R S R R A P TR TR ot
¢ u»;;i\«,«‘. iq S e e . 4 s

How the Fish is Retalled i ”’ T TR Y,

, e o } 4'¢l) ) e 'l',_'-_ [

Most of the flsh is.so0ld in and around Durban."\Acoordlng to my grand-
father, ;the Natal Indian Fishermen's Associatioqn, of which he was a

ma jor shareholder, -had about fifteen fish "stalls" in the Victoria
Street Indian Market. They paid a monthly rentgl of thirty shillings .
per "stall". (38). . N TR

But, most of the flsh are sold on the beach at wholesale prlces to the
public and other stall holders, and the remginder is usually disposed of
by the Indlan fishermen's organlsation at 1ts own stalls or sold to
retallers or hawkers. This stalls had to be glven up when the market

was reorganlsed. Today thelrcatch is marketed through the wholesale tra-l

de w1th the ald of butehers and flshmongers. .

An sy e , N
[ . Yoy, B

35. Appendix’ 92 I A T, . e LI
36, Fiat Iux  Aug. 1967, op. 01t., p. 177.

37. Appendix 19.

38. Ibid.
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Natal Tndian Fisherman's Association . ‘ o
. C : : e Sy SRR R A AR B ST TR AR LI IENECE SN EARAN AR A SRS PR
It is very important to note that co—-operation  is 'essential:in fishing
operations. ‘Many of the: problems involved in ‘raising 'captial. to 'purch-
ase or construct, surf boats, fishing gear,: seineinets, the'maintenance
of a competent labour force and the establishment of a steady market for
their product, would have been beyond the competence of individual fish-'
ermen. Instead, the fishermen pooled their, resources. to. fonm a co=oper-
ative venture, and from the early 1900's, untll 1953, conducted thelr

operations as the Natal Indian Flehepmanfs Asegq}at;pn. (39), e
At . N . IS el Voo ‘t;,' "4 [ d « (R0 e SR

The basis of the Association's establishment' and'operation was one of |
mutual trust. There was no written constitution, memorandum of agree—
ment or articles of a33001at10n, jnor, was it registered under, tbe
Company Act The assets _of the 301nt venture,“contrlbuted by the
thirty-four llcensed flshermen in the community, were vegted.in, the
Association which handled the income and was, responsible for ligbilities
legitimately incurred. No membership fees, or, subscrlptlon were paid and
the only requlrement for participation was. that all members of the
Association should be licensed flshermen and myst have contributed. to \
the common pool. In the abscence of any tanglble asset, .a member could
contribute his serv1ces and sklll to the enterprlse.,&Prpf;ts‘were shar-
ed equally and not in proportion to the value of the individual contrib-
ution to the Association. (40).

- Vot e Phaniie, I S TN E S
Upon the death of any member, the Assoclatlon eont;nued to maintain the
dependants of the deceased unt11 his son, if any, . eeme of . age and was
able to become a. member. During the 1nterval between the death of a .. .
member and the time of his son's coming .of age, the Asaoclatlon assumed

39. Natal Reglonal survey: otudles of Indlan Employment in Natal,

op. cit., p.81.
400 Ibld-, ppo 81 - 820
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oo

the role of "ourator bonis" and pald to the w1dow the share of’ the’
proceeds of the 301nt venture whioh would have ‘accrued to her- husband.
Such sums were not repayable to the* Assoclatlon after the son was old
enough to contribute towards the earnings of the flshing community.
Where there was. no male 1ssue, the widow rece}ved her husband's share

untll her death. (41). | ‘ Y P -

BRASATEN SR | A NN} e NN SRR A S P Vet C g

Pt e ; IR Do irree e e o
The Ass001ation assumed responslblllty for the iayment of harbour dues,
corporation water and sanitary charges, taxes,. rent, llcence fees and
the wages of labourers and fishermen's a331stance, the cost of haintain-
ing the Association's motor truck, boats, seine nets and other equlpment

belongxng to the flShlng communlty. (42).

| ' ; o
The Natal Indlan Flsherman's Assoclatlon was sueceeded by a. company
registered in terms of the Compan;es ch,w the Natal Seine and Trawl
Fisheries (pty) 1td, which assumed the functions and responsibilities
of the Association. This Company was registered in 1953, the Company
had an authorised capltal of '£1000 and retained intact the capital
assets and equipment of the Association. Thirty-four licensed fishermen ;
who had been members of the Association automatically:became shareholders
in- the Company and relinguished their :individual licences in favour of
an arrangement whereby all licences ‘were issued 'in the name of the

Company. (43).: '~ R A R SRR B

The Company is engaged exclusively in inshore fishing. ''It is - a non-
profiting making concern, and its gains,:for income-tax: purposes, appear
as wages. Its total earnings from seine netting are considerable. The - '
income is distributed among the shareholders, irrespective of the amount
contrlbuted by 1nd1v1dual flshermen to the orlglnal pool. Discretion,

} V. ST S st

41. Natal Regional Survey: Studles of Indlan Employment in Natal,
op. clt., p.82. : :

42. Ibid.

43. Ibid., p.l122.
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however, is exercised in the weekly payments to shareholders during the ';
year., Total rece1pts, after the sale of any. partlcul .catch, are - 1
seldom shared out in full, ,Allowance 1s .made_ for, the-estlmated current é
expendlture of, the Company, and certaln amounts,are set aside for reservg
and for the estimated requlrements of the Durban Indian Netters Benefit
Account. Thls is a fund establ1shed by the Company for the purpose of
ass1st1ng, 1nd1v1dual shareholders who Jmay, encounte flnanclal dlfflculty
partlcularly durlng the slack season.; Loans made from. thls account are
recoverable over a period and may be deducted 1n 1nstalments from the
weekly payments due to members as, their shares of the catches. Money
thus borrowed is lent free of 1nterest ~and 1s generally repayable at the
borrowers' convenlence. (44)

' N e oy cie e e, - Lye Do b
[ ] ,".;4'5. [¢X] N Lo " oY v ""‘:‘Iu

Among the main funcetions of ‘the Company as 'a’ corporate body is that of ]
protecting the’ interest of 'the'Indian” fighermen and’ making representat- ¥

e v ! Il_‘&-
ions on their behalf when necessary.?(45)7% nets Lod o the can s

Problems Fishermen Experience.; G el pant s D o 14 e

To thei casual' observer fishing might seem'to 'be:aipeaceful and satisfying:
way of life,but, according to my grandfather-this=is not’always true. *': |
Boats ' have to be put out to sea when-cdonditionsi’are‘not’very pleasant. ;
Added ‘to this there many days'when~the boats'ocannot operate or-the full ?
day s nettlng oatches brought 1n are very small.

; 3 e sl b o 1 chrs ome byt dar b Ll Traset e {

The flshermen also have to keep a’ sharp lookout for obstructlons.‘
Besides the known reefs and’ outcrops of rocks there are the unknown )
hazards such as lost beach buokets ‘and’ spades whlch when 1mbedded 1n the ‘

‘ ;74-,:. -‘ B TR AN A S : Tl V .' R
sand can tear great holes 1n the nets. (46)
L i i evon o, e ey o

The installation of shark nets!in'l95l, -have affected :the seine:netters

44. Natal Reglonal uurvex' Studles of Indlan Employment 1n Natal,/
op. cit., pp. 122 = 123,

45. Ibid., p.125.

46, Piat Iux Aug. 1967, op. cit., p.l1l76.




13

adversely. According to the seine netters where“these nets had been 'i
placed their catches have been seriously diminished. ‘Accordingito ‘them |
the nets not only keep out the'sharks,’ but'also “the ‘dolphins’'which herd
'the shoal of fish close in-ehore.“1The”shark~nettingfsoheme‘ooversipract-ﬁ
ically the whole area where fish netting ‘is''permitted.” Shark nets have |
been placed between the South Beach and the mouth of the Umgeni River, é
parallel to the foreshore and about four hundred to five hundred yards ‘
out to sea, 1eav1ng open only a restrlcted area between the South Beaoh
and the North Pler. These nets also tend to dlvert shoals of flsh, _
articularly those proceedlng southward whloh used to turn towards the
foreshore seeklng spawnlng grounds. The only fish oaught now are thoae
which enter the restrloted area open to the sea or come through or under
:the nets. The presence of the shark nets may thus eocount to a large
extent, for the reductlon in the VOlPQ?.of.fl%h netted. But, my grand- o
father was not‘sure of the effect the sherk netsqh%d“on the shad cetches.yz
(47).

Bl 0 s T T D huar e eande e ham e e,

40

Moreover, more than one hundred and twenty skl-boats have been‘llcensed
in Durban.. The Indlan flshermen suggest that thelr operatlon affects ;
fishing in the area, not only because they 1nterfere w1th actual nettlng I
operatlon, but also because shoal fish are frlghtened off theln{course :
by ‘the ski—boate flshlng for barraoude end other sporting fish. (48).

B
i

Seine netters are not allowed to conduct”thelr activities in the Durban :
'Bay.ﬂ It was only in 1955 that there were | any 1ndications that the Indlan
fishermen might possibly again be allowed the restricted use of seine
nets in the Bay and Harbour. Fishermen, including my grandfather maint- -
ained that such permission would increase their income considerably, as
large quantities of fish which are difficult to net in the open sea,

can be caught fairly easily in the Bay. At present seine netting is

47. Natal Regional Survey: Studies of Indian Employment in Natal,
‘op. cit., p.85.
4‘80 Ibid."}. . »
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N

virtually restricted to a few miles'between'the'harbourwentrance endlthe:

Umgeni mouth, on the Ocean Beach, and 1n51de a oontlnuous reef runnlng
almost parallel with the foreshore. No commer01al flshlng thus’takes
place in the Bay, and harbour, where the men flsh only w1th lines from a

few rowing boats privately owned by the flshermen. (49 50)

Conclusion

) &

(ARSI R X ¢

oo

o EAST { et
\ sy : r .
& . D

¥, )

{

(SRS R

The Fynnland/Bluff;area had become an 1ntegral part of the 1;yes of my
grandfather, his famlly and other members. of thF flshlng oommunlty. But,
around 1959 it was dec1ded that the area should become a European re31d-
ential distriect. In Maroh and Aprll 1961 the Indlan flshermen were :
removed from the Fynnland flshlng v1llage after two/exten31ons of the
time limit which had. been’ set by the, Soutthfrloan Rallways Admlnlstrat-
ion. (51). “Two years later the flshermah 1nzthe Fynnland/Bluff area
were asked to leave the area.,.. The Community- Development ‘paid - my grand—
father four thousand and five hundred rands,for hls property.

e " -
¥ . ﬂ;\ g ,;“

The close-knit flshlnv community of Fynnland was;thus broken down. My
grandfather was allocated a house in- Havens1de,,0hatsworth. Many of the
other fishermen also reoelved'houses in. the smm% area. Desplte the

removal my grandfather continued w1th hig flshlng operatlons.J’He retired :

from fishing in 1975 due to age and 1ll~health e A

it

Presently, my grandfather is not enJoyln ‘gogd health as he suffers from

asthma.

49. Appendix 18.

50. Natal Regional Survey:

oy,

op. cit., pp.80 - 81.
51. Ibid.,pll7.

}Studies of Indian Employrent in Natal,

|

3
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, < B.M.D. 158.
Cw /20S2 4, (Ou Inkomste 209.)

(Old Revenue 209.)

aeale  A703036

REPUBLIEK VAN SUID-AFRIKA., REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA.

VERKORTE GEBOORTESERTIFIKAAT. ABRIDGED BIRTH CERTIFICATE.,
Uitgereik kragtens Wet No. 81 van 1963. Issued in terms of Act No. 81 of 1963.
Gesertifiscer >n ware uittreksel uit die Certified a true extract from the birth

geboorteregister van:— register of:—

Yan Ok N

Surname

Voorname PAAN G AN 2/ NOY

First names '

Gceboortedatum ————— 1203

Date of birth

Geslag YV N

Sex

Distrik van geboorte IV R bl
District of birth

Ras Tl Aand

Race

Inskrywingsnommer. 3.3 4baptrk
Entry number

IS T mcrnfizmm

ateur, Assistent-regis/rateur, Distrils {strateur.
istrar, Assistant Registrar, District istrar.

25c¢

Moet uitgereik word slegs ten opsigte van
persone wat voor 1/1/1960 gebore is.

oo ——
BisTRicT AV~

before 1/1/1960.

G.P.-5.26749—1967-68—5.000. S.

Appendix 3

To be issued only in respect of persons born
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REPUBLIEK VAN SUID-AFRIKA.

VERKORTE GEBOORTESERTIFIKAAT.

Uitgereik kragtens Wet No. 81 van 1963.

18

B.M.D. 158,
(Ou Inkomste 209.)
(Old Revenue 209.)

A382120

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA,

ABRIDGED BIRTH CERTIFICATE.
Issued in terms of Act No. 81 of 1963.

Gesertifiseer 'n ware uittreksel uit die geboorte- Certified a true extract from the birth

register an:— register ofi—
Van
Surname
Voorname M INIA MAH

First Names

Geboortedatum Erev ENTH MLK¢u , 19207
Date of Birth o
Geslag. FEMA LE
Sex »
Distrik van geboorte Puerowws §
District of Birth . i
Ras Juoians
Race - €8 9/
Inskrywingsnommer. yars 5 /907
Entry Number
V/ Ze Qﬂ :
STRAR Registrateur, Assistent-registrateur, Distriksrégissrateur.
‘ DISTRICT REG] Registrar, Assistant Registrar, District R rar.
DURBAN
P 25c¢
Pl§ce |- 1958
Daum - 17 Moet uitgereik word slegs ten opsigte van
Daje persone wat voor 1/1/1960 gebore is.
INDIANS To be issued only in respect of persons born
before 1/1/1960.

| BrTRR. L DEATHE
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PROVINCE, OF NATAL REVENUE '

PROVINSIE NATAL INKOMSTE

COMMERCIAL NET LICENCE |
. NETLISENSIE (HANDELSDOELEINDES) N N2 317

Licence Fee/Lisensiegeld: £ K 20— €O
. ’ (Issued under the Provisions of the Coastal Fisheries Conservation Ordinance, 1958
(Uitgereik ingevolge die Ordonnansie op die Bewaring van Kusvisserye, 1958 (Natal), en
“(Natal) and subject to the regulations made thereunder.)

onderworpe aan die regulasies daarkragtens.) 3
| [—/2-83

NOT TRANSFERABLE—VALID UNTIL

Mr./Mrs./Miss. L. Nt
Mnr.[Mev.{Mej.

is hereby authorised to operate a
“word hierby gemagtig om ’n

for the Capture Of ... . S0 2eker
vir die vang van

only in the 8rea ...l

slogs in die gebied ' 4 - te gebruik.

—uc net shall be of the dimensions provided for bly regulafion, and the licensee is permitted t

Die net moet van die afmetings wees wat by regulasie bepaal is, en die lisensi pe o
sell his catch. eop ie lisensiehouer mag sy vangs
verkoop.

of/Bedrag, van %JO S Y- vntvang.
M E o, ’ ................................ . this / J%Z

op hede die i
L 198 |

—t i

| ~- :
| «Officer duly 4ppointed/ Behoorlik A

e ; aangestelde beampte)

]
«« wfot-be-valid natil endorsed by the Hence holder. '
- PRiReIme aorens Aryedenidie TfsenThouer geéndosseer is nie, -
- &Y PL.OVINCIAL INSPECTOR
L0 BOX/POBBUS(SSZVENUE) '

e 1o Signature of licence hol
15 -11 190 o Handtekening vann;.’cz&en(:iedlfzzer)

V10/2-9-591155 @
/ RBAN
VINSIALE INSPEKTE R (INY Qi . |

OVINSIALT ADAINISTRAS), 1 - -

Appendix 6
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Appendix 7

My grandfather making a seine net

T



8. My grandfather making a net, watched by his
W.H.mbmmosw.
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10. The family house at Fynnland/Bluff
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My, grandparents with the-new.

owner’of ‘the-house ':
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12. My grandfather and other members of the Fishing
Company retailing their sardine catch.
(appeared in the Natal Mercury)
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13. My grandfather with his fishing oowwmwmsmm
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Boats making their way to the fishing grounds.

28
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14. Fiat Lux, August 1967. My grandfather captaining his

own boat



. ' - Appendix 15 o

29

15.

FPiat Lux, Aug.l967. The fish is being emptied from the boat
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16. Natal Regional Survey:_Stﬁdi'es" of Indian Employment in Natal,

pfdﬁ4o i -4 X
Part of the Fynnlands fishing village! ™.
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Summary of Laws, Acts and Ordlnances Relatlng to Selne Net Fishing
from 1906

Act 31 of 1906 (The Coast Fisheries Act, 1906) _

The Act applied to all coastal fishing areas under Colonial jurisdiction
and to bays, creeks, lagoons, rivers and streams on the coast or fore- |
shore, up to the highest point of spring tides.

It provided, inter alia, that:

i. All applications for licences were to be made in writing and were to
specify fully thetype of net to be used and the place where it was
proposed to use it.

ii.No licences would be issued for seine or other nets, the use of which
was confined to the open sea.

iii.The Governor-in—-Council was empowered to make and alter regulations
fbr the proper administration of the Act.

iv.The issue of licences was placed under the jurisdiction of the Prin-
cipal Fisheries Officer, whose powers and duties were specifically
‘defined. '

vePenalties for contravention of the Act included fines not exceeding
£20 or 1mpr1sonment for a period of three months on first conviction,
or six months imprlsonment on any later conviction. In addition the
Harbour Board was empowered to order forfeiture of equipment to the
value of £50 in cases of conviction under the Act. Half of the fines
1mposed continued to be paid to informers. -

Ordinance 12 of 1912 and Ordinance 2 of 1913 promulgated regulations to
control the pollution of streams in Natal as a means of preserving fish
life.

Ordinance 4 of 1914 amended Act 31 of 1906 and provided that "No seine or
other net, other than nets for the capture of shrimps and prawns shall be
used in any waters other than the open sea without the special consent of
the Administrator first had and obtained to the varying of this provision.

18. Natal Regional Survey: Studies of Indian Employment in Natal,
Cape Town, Standard Press Ltd, X1,1961, pp.119 - 120.
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Ordinance 11 of 1916 repealed all previous enactﬁents and constituted,
essentially, re—codlflcatlon ‘of these enactments. —Its application extend- -
ed to (. all waters of the sea, so0 far,.gs Colonial jurisdiction extends

and to allibaya, creeks, lagoons, lakes, .streams and .rivers and to the
foreshore and banks thereof, and to all waters in which fish may be found

]
in the Provmnce .of Natal"s .. . .pp
Substantlal penaltles were also enforceable;.for offences. Y s
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Oral Transcript of Taped Interview with my Grandfather .

Student:
Subject:

Student:
Subject:

Student-
Subject:

Stﬁdent?
Subject:

Studentf
Subject:

Student:
Subject:

Student:
Subject:

Student:

Subject:
Student:
Subject:
Student:
Subject:

Why did you become a fisherman?
My father was a fisherman. My father also had a farm in Umlaas
where we grew bananas.

Did your father own the farm?

Yes. My father owned the farm. We had a wood and iron house
on the farm.
and sisters used to go to‘Umlaas to work on the farm. When
fishing was good we went back to Fynnland.

Did your family have a house in Fynnland as well?

Yes. We had a wood and iron house near the railway station.
Farmlng was hard and I'didn't like it. When I was nine years
old my father took me three oleLock 1n the morning with him to
do fishing. I 11ked flshlng better than farming. So I came a
fisherman. ‘

Exactly where did you live in }?‘ynnland.‘7 A

There was a ‘village and a place on the top. In the village
there was twenty-five houses.’ I llved on the top. a

Did you go to school? ' '

No. We lived sometimes in Umlaas and sometimes in Fynnland.
So, I didn't go to school. Also, for fishing we don't need
schoollng.

Did you enjoy fishing?
Sometimesbfishing too was very bad .
I like fishing. I am my own boss.

We didn't catch lot fish.
I work for ‘nobody.

Tell me something about the seine nets?
self? How long did it take?

I made the nets.
The net is 300 feet.'
Does it take about two weeks?

No. It takes more than one month.

How many nets did you use? '

I used only one net.

If the nets get torn - do you throw it away and make a new one?
No.

' Did you make it your-

It takes a very long time to make.

I repair it and use it.

When fishing was bad my father, mother and brothers

I watched the other people making and I learnt.




Student:
Subject:

Student:

Subject°

Student°;

Subject:
Student:

Subject:
Student:

Subject:

Student:

Subject:
Student:

Subject:

Student:
Subject:

Student:

Subject:
Student:

Subject-

Student -

Subject°
Student:

Subject:
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What was the biggest shoal of fish you. caught?

Sometimes I caught five thousand in a net, sometimes fifteen
thousand. The biggest was twenty thousand..in one net. . }
Was it one type .of fish? . .. . y
No. It was mixed - mostly shad. . ‘
Which fish fetched the most money? e,
Shad.  In the sardine season. I'made,a lot of money.
How did you sell the fish?., ..:

We had stalls in the market.

How many stalls did: the.Company own?., , ;

We owned about fifteen stalls. .. . . e

How much did the Company pay for each stall”}w,w
Thirty shillings. e

I saw a picture of you in a book called the Fiat: Lux,. captalnlngH
Did you own the boat?: - . by e i
I learnt it.from.others. . I bought

a boat.
Yes. I made my own boat.
plank and built. it. It was: number, 27.
What time did you leave in the morming.to. go fishing? . . o
In Fynmland I left four.o' clock in the morning. From here I
left five o'clock, o P e e

How did you travel? E : .

We had a Company lorry.. . ;¢ . - tooiie o

When you were at the beach. ahd:rbthere was.no flsh ~ what did you
and the other fishermen do? .. : D
We sat there and repalred the nets and the boats.
In what year did you retire from fishing?

In 1975.

Why did you retire? = . v

I was getting old and sicke. .. oo o

’r;i
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Oral Transcript of Taped Interview with Mr Pillay's Eldest Son,
Mr Parsurman Pillay of Merebank.

Student: Fishing is usually a. craft handed down from one generation to
the next. Being the eldest son, were you in any way pressurisec
into following your father's occupation?

Subject: My father did not approve of me becoming a fisherman because of

, the uncertainity involved in fishing. Rather, he ensured that
. - I received formal educatiqnjand,went:into,a more stable occup-
ation.

Student: Once you married did you have any inclination to leave your
paréntal home in Fynnland and settle elsewheré?

Subject: No. I preferred living with my parents and our existence in
FPynnland was very comfortable. e ) S

'Student: From what I gather Fynnland was a_vg#y.beautiful area to live
in. Why did you and your family leave the area? T

Subject: We had no choice. The authorities asked us to move out because
the area was declared a White Area.

Student: To whom did your family sell the house and what arrangements
were made for subsequent settlement? -

Subject: Our house was taken by the Community Development and we were
paid four thousand and five hundred rands. We than decided to
become independent. The rest of my family were allocated houses
in Havenside, Chatsworth and I was allocated a house in Merebanl

Student: In your opinion did the income derived from fishing over the
years improve?

Subject: No. It has not improved.

Student: Why do you say so?

Subject: More and more restrictions were being placed in areas for seine
netting and it affected the fishermen a great deal.
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