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PrRErACE

1 undertook this project as an important requirement for my

History 111 course at the University of Durban Westville. I realisef
the advantages and disadvantages of doing this project and I hope j
that I have compiled an adequately completed prcject. The advantags_

of this project depends as to whether one can get photos, passport&?
or any such information from past family records. But the |
disadvantages lie in the fact that there are no such records and

one is at a loss about wnat to do,.

Fortunately I have been able to get some information. Firstly I
went to the department of Indian Affairs with the file number of '.?

my great grandfather and managed to get a document concerning s ]
the date of arrival, name of ship, name of district that he came
from and village in India; of my great-great grandfather. 1

also got a similar document concerning my great-great grandmother.

To substantiate this piece of evidence, I went to the History

Department of the University of ”urban-“estville, and consulted
Professor Bhana and together we had a look at the Who's Who
Magazirng, and came up with some information., I also went to the

Gandhi Library and was assisted by the librarian concerning the

Mahatma and the Satyagraha Movement, I included Gandhiji in nmy @’;
project because my great-great grandfather lived in Southern
Africa during his stay here, and experienced the hardships of

struggles of the Indians to gain recognition in South Africa.

My great-great grandfather came as an indentured labourer for

the Hill Head Sugar Estate., Added to this is the passing of
my mother on the 23 April 1983, I could not concentrate on 3

work, and should there be any shortcomings in this project,

it was due to this. I have, nevertheless, tried my best.



INTRODUCTION

My sgreat-great grandfather who is the subject I have chosen for my
research project whose name is Mr Fekeer Sookraj who came from the

state of Calcutta whi:h is in Northern India, district of Ghazeepore,
and village of Madhanpore, He was only 20 years old when he came

to Southern Africa., He arrived in a ship called Glenroy II, which
left Calcutta on the 06/1878, and arrived in South Africa on the
17/07/78. While travelling from India to South Africa there were

4 births arnd 4 deaths on the ship. He died at the age of +90 at
Rooikopjies presently called Westville in 1928 or 1929,

Why did he leave his country? Tinker says, "there was a clear
correlation between the years when the departures were heavy

and when the harvest was poor." He goes on to point out that in
1860-1 when a famine was experienced in the north-west provinces,
demrture from Calcutta were 17 899 in 1860 and 22 600 in 1861,

Possibly he left Calcutta because of the famine,

In South Africa labour was needed for the sugar cane plantations.
Due to Shepstone systems the African were put into locations and
according to many farmers they were seen as lazy and indolent. But
in reality they had to work their farms and could not ar’ford to
work in the farms. They were therefore not a reliable source of

labour, The Indians were a reliaole source of labour in Mauritius
and South Africa was persuaded to get Indian imdentured labour from

India.



PLACEK OF OrIGIN IN INDIA/OTHER COUNTRY

My great-great grandfather came from the district of Ghazeepore,
and village of Madhanpore, (Modhoopore), situated in Northern

India, Calcutta.

Mr Fakeer came from north India, Calcutta village of Madhanpore

(Modhoopore), district of Ghazeepore.

Hindu society in the north was basically based on tne Varna system

but by tae beginning of the Sultanate period, the original 4 Varnas
had got mixed up giving rise to a number of castes., While the origina.

Varnas or classes were determined by the inmate qugalities and the

activities of man; birth having nothing to do with them, the classes
in Medieval India had degenerated into castes, a mans position in

society being determined by birth not by his qualities., The class
system when it became rigid degenerated into the caste system.
The Brahmins still held the premier position in sociely, but only

theoretically.

In economic and political matters they had lost their positions,
The lower class of the Hindus generally consisted of the artisans

such as blacksmiths, Carpenters, Weavers, Tailors, 0il pressers,

Potters, Barbers, Cobblers, as well as of lanless labourers engaged in
different occupations., Such were the sweepers, watchmen, grocers and

agricultural labourers.

The lowest stratum, of tne Hindu society was made up of the Chandalas,
the outcasts and untouchables who did the menail tasks. Their plight
was really deplorable. Any contact with them was considered a sin,

and they were looked down upon with contempt in society. The higher
castes were as a rule exogamoas and the lower, endogamous.
SLAVERY: The institution of slavery among the Hindus was well establis]

even before the Medieval times. Manu had recognised seven kinds of

slaves, "There are slavesg¢ of 7 kinds," says he'namely he whe is
made a capture under a standard, he who serves for his daily food,
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he who is borni in the house who is bought, he who is given,
he who is inherited from ancestors, and he who is enslaved by
way of punishment. Slavery had a legal basis. The goverment that

forced the rights of the individuals over their slaves.

A female was generally considered to be a liability. The parents

looked upon her as a necessary burden to the family. The
widespread dislike perhaps led to the practice of female

infanticide. A number of restrictions were placed on their

movement throughout their lives. Child marriages were comuon.
The marriageable age of the firls ususally varied from eight to

eighteen years. The girld had no freedom to choose taeir partners
in life. They were chosen for them by their parents. Polygamy was

practiced with all its attendant disadvantages. No genuine love
could develope between husbands and wives in a polygamous ramily,

FEducation in Medieval India was not liberal as in modern times,

Ne may distinguish 4 catagories of Hindu Educatiop institutions,
the Primary Schools and Colleges or Universities situated at the
great seats of learning. The Primary Schools were meant for teaching

the three R's and for giving special training of the eiementary
type. The cirriculam included the traditionai religions and allied
studies the traditional secular studies, the studies of the sciences,

the humanities, the study of the languages both classical and
vernacular, and some practical disciplines. The knowledge was imported
orally, The pupils learnt the various courses from their teachers,
There were few books and the knowledge contained in these books

were not valued much unless it was transmitted to a student by a

competent teacher.

Industries play an important role in the economic life of a country.
Ine flourishin; industries added to the wealth of uhe people.

They gave an impetus to the trade and commerce of a nation. They

are at the basis of a thriving economy. India had largely a self

supportin: economy. Ihe needs of the people in general were
comparatively few. They wore simple dress and ate simple food.



They lived in simple houses which did not require much costly material

The aristocratic class, and the members of tne rualing class lived in
luxurious 1life. The process of manufacturing the textile producys
were traditional re-~uiring much human labour., The cotton picked

from the plants had to undergo different operations separately until #

it was sent to the market as a furnished product. Cotton was raw
material not only for textiles but for some other commodities,

The economic conditions of the times necessitated some kind of in-
genous banking. The banking activities chiefly consisted in money-

changing and money lending. In some cases deposiss were received.

® "The coming of the Indians to Natal was no spontaneous controlled
movement of adventurous individuals seeking a better livlihood
than their home country gave them. It was a part of an elaborable
system organised and controlled by the governments of Great Britan
and India. The organised system of indentured Indians Emigration
came about chiefly as a result of the abolition of slavery in the

British Empire in I834."

The Indian government extended the system of indentured emigration
to the British colony of Natal, not enthusiastically or over-
enthusiastically but only slowly and delibrately. Negotiations

initiated in I856 by the Natal government dragged for 4 years of

anxiety and exaspiration for t:e sugar planters in the colony who,
having falied to induce the erstwhile warriers of the popilous

Zulv. Nation to become their labourers, were in due need of reliable

labour. The decision to import Indian labourers received its impetus
from the great success of sugar farming with indentured labour

in Mauritius.

India did not jump at the offer of Natal to allow indentured Indian
immigrants into the colony. The Indian government very carefully

set oat the contract, which was intended for temporary residence
in Natal, after which the "immigrants" were to return to India,
Tinker says, there was aet+e clear corrolation between the years

when tne departures were neavy and when the harvest was poor. He

goes on to point out that in I860-I861 when a famine was experienced..
@ TUE WSTORY OF TWE INDIANS 1 NAAL  MAB Gl PAMER-. (AP S TOwN . cont/..... l
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in t.e North Western Provinces, departures from Calcutta were I7899
in I860 and 22600 in I36I. Similarly when South India was in the
grips of an acute famine in the years I874-1I878- a total of 7I5 166

Madrassis emigrated overseas 132 692 leaving the first year of the
famine,

Tinkers assessment is tnat India immigration relied mainly upon

"push" rather than "pull" factors. The average Indian who emigrated
knew absolutely nothing about the place he was going to. In any event
it was for those who did consent to go the intolerable conditions

in their individual villages, that provided tne "push'" factors.
Emigration especially in tae context of recurrent femines, at least fo

those who voluntarily accepted it, was not too unpleasant an

alternative,

Slavery produced both a system and an attitude of mend in which
the products determined everything, not the people. As a part of

a world demand for raw materials, the Indians voyaged across the sea

of the world to labour upon plantations.

Most of the population over 80% in India were tied to the land

wnile the remainder were engaged in occupations of nereditory or

hierarchie kind: craftmen,priests, soldiers., The drift from the land
became a large scale movement during any time of troubles: famine,
flood or invasions, And so a pool of casual labour was formed in the
great cities of India,

The emigration agency was waiting and the Ist ship from Madras
arrived at Durban on 16 November: by idarch I86I I029 men, 359

women and their children had arrived. They were engaged for three

year contracts, mainly as the sugar plantations in tne coastal plain,
The yaers 1858-1I859 saw emigration reach a peak. This was partly

because of "pash" factors in India as well as "pull " factors in

sugar industries in Soath Africa.

I'ne Mutiny, the great revolt of 1857, created rumours throughout

Norhtern India, from Delhito Patna. Many were uprooted, losing land
and livihood, and were glad to accept the chance of a new life

beyond thkR seas. The principal cause of the rise in naimbers was too

enormous, almost insatiable demand or Mauritius planters. TIne

rrotector tried to meet tne demand by operating a guota system,rcopylj




linked to each planters production of sugar, but tais zave no
satisfaction,

Emigration to Natal also became to a halt in I866 bug this was
because of a depression in the local sugar industry due to a fall

in demand from Britia:n.

50 emigration relied mainly apon "pusn" rather tnan "pull" factors:
tne need of people to obtain relief from a situation which was no

longer tolerable, The emigrants came mainly from most overcrowded

agricultural districts of India, where crop failure could plunge
sections of the village community into near starvation . There was

a clear corrolation between the years when the departures were heavy
and times when the harvest was poor. Thus in I860 there was a famine
in the North Western Provinces and a high departure rate from Calcutta

The years I874-3 were a time of acute famine in Soutn India, an
emigration climbed steeply.

Calawnn K3

Colonity might affect only individuals or small communities but

still the incenta¥e was the same. A river overflows... scores of
families without shelter or food... will welcome the appearance

of the recruited, giad to escape the miseries wnich beset them."

some emigrated just because this seemed to be the only way to earn
a living. There were those who will ask intelligent questions about
the conditioms those who will not ask questions but will listen
with interest and those who regarded questions and answers with
solid indifference. Natal became popular in the (20 because wage
rates were high. When the day came for the eaigrants to leave the
depot and embarg a board snip, the Protector was present to see

them abroad,.fach emigrant was issued with a pass and a ticket hung

around the neck or strapped to the arm.,

Of all the aspects of sickness and mortality in the plantation;

the most sombre was that of suicide. In Natal the suicide rate was
660 per million. The end of tne South African war and the resumption
of industrial activity led to an enormous demand for manuel labour

and a considerable size in rates of pay. There was a great attraction

in securing Indians in low fixed wages under indenture for the Natal
employers, The numbers of Indians in I869 had been 46000. By I900C
they totalled 72 965 at tne 1904 consensus they nad increased to._

291
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In I907 , of the 6098 Indians who came to the end of tneir
industries, 43% were induced to reindenture while 34w returned to
India leaving only 33%7% with "free" status.

4, Dates of departure and arrival to Soutn Africa
Date of departure 06:1373

Date of arrival 18:07:1878

5, Name of ship and port of entry

Glenroy II

6., First place of settlement- rRooikopjies

7. First occupation: as an indentured labouere for Hill Head Sugar
Estate (I859-1383) .

Hivu amal sUsant oorals  (1883-1883%)

The Hill Head Estate was founded in I859 by David Webster on the
Great Umhlanga, and provided an instance of the application to
the job in hand exemplified by many of Natals sturdy pioneers,
Vebster arrived in Natal only in I859, and set about cane-

planting immediately. Witnin two years he was crushing his own

cane on Hill Hea#, witn a steam mill,

¥e have no particulars of WVebster's equipment, but can note that
in I875 tne record indicates tnat Hill Head was owned by E,
wiollieres and managed by A.R. de Labisteur. In I377 a vacuum pan
was added, but Mollieres becamne insolvent in I379. The property
consisted of 900'acres, of which IIO were under cane, and the sugar
mill, The Estate was sold for £4,950. Six months later E. Snell an
Company were the registered owners of this  estate, with Labisteur
still the manager. Labisteur seems to have carried out the first
serious experiments in fertilising cane with guano. He wrote to
"The Mercury" saying that ne was getting 2 and a half tons to thé
acre from an experimental plot manured with guano at one shilling

per 400 Ibs.

Hill Head apparently was sold again in 1883 to E. Snell junior,
for £4,000, the extent of the estate at this time being I,I11I2 acres,
with I70 acres under cane and "250" acres expected to be out tne

following season. The Natal Estates Limited eventaally became the
owners of Hill Head. cont/.....



Arrival of Indians linked to une sugar industry. sy great-great

grandfather came to South Africa as an indentuared labourer for the
Sugar Industry. Edmund Moorewood established tne first susgar mill

on wne Natal North Coast thnereafter several others were establisaed.

But 1f the Sugar Industry was to prosper labour was needed., There
was a serious problem of attaining labour in soutin Arrica; in all
south African Colonies major problems was labour., a4 locations
system established by Shepston Africans were not suitable workers-
they were lazy indolent and refused to work, aad thus were not a
reliable source of lapour. The €elonomic systvem of a Zulu was so
differenc and the idea of working for a White man was not part of
the Zulu custom., Their economic system revolved aroundd the «ing,

and there was a division between the Zuli Community, the woman

did the labour on the farm; agricultural labour was therefore not

common to the men. #hites did not appreciate this custon.

If the African were to work on the sugar plantation then his own

farm work would be neglected- he tnerefore needed to be away for

at lszast 4 months., #hites therefore branded them as lazy. At one

stage tnere was a need for 30 000 labourers on field out oniy 6000
came. Therefore they were very dissatisfied with African labour

they needed to look for an alternative source of labour. In IS5I

suggested to use convict labour, and emigration of young men from
England should be encouraged. In I353- they even tried labour from

Portuguese East Africa. The Amzinto Sugar Company even tried out

Chinese and Malay labouar but tae Chinese were not nappy with low
wages of I0-I5 shillinzs vper montn., In I859- there was a sugzestion
to encourage boys of I4 years to come from IEngland. Thus by 2859

no real solution was reacned, but they needed a constant suapply

of labour.

Mauritius had been getting labour froun India for nuite a long time,
Natal got to know about Indian indentured labour in Wauritius and
hoped for a simiiar system in Natal. Tne British government arnd

the Indian government negotiated. Britian was in cnarge of India,
and legislation was passed, law I4 of I853 which provided that

government could introduce labour from India.
cont/.....



Any Indian who came as an indentured labourer would have to work
for 5 years with a minimum wage of I0 shillings per month; and as
they worked they would receive I5 snillings extra per years .
Women and children received half tne amount. Lnere was a fixed

ratio of male is to female and the number of women drooped consistent
ly, added to wages was tne providing of food rations per day. They
could get rice, mealie-meal, dholl, ghee and salt Tish. Accomodation
suppiied would be free. Jith regard to clothing wnen tney coume to

Natal, the employer provided them wit:i one set of clothes because

they came very scantily dressed. VMedical attention was to be free

and they were resuired to work on a 54 hour working week.

After they remairied in Natal for 10 years- tney coald zet a free

passage to India. I'ane government paid after une I0 years ol labour .
But the indentwred Labourers were not forced to leave. If they did

not want to reindenture or return to India, the government provided

them with land and tne Indian who took up this land was in the
ex-indentured or free indian. ¥hole system of indentared labour

contract is beinz linked to a system of slavery. Tne 3ritish

abolished slave trade in I8%7- and tne indentured system was a

replacement of the slave system.

So the Indians embarked to Natal from Calcutta. Several districts

Uttarpradesh, Madhya Pradesn, Orissa, Binar and iWest Bergal,

(In the Yorth). Iney were snipped from Calcutta to Souta Africa,

The 2qad area tney came from was Madras: People wno canme from Souts
India were mainly Tamil, and Telegu speakingz, two thirds of tnem

came from the South.,.

The first Indentured Indians arrived in Natal on Io November IS860,
on the fruro and tne whole system of Indentured Indians labour

lasted from I360-I9I1. The system of recriiting siopped in I9II

and between this period at least 152184 workers were shivpped out frox

these two areas, Tnese people worked on the sugar estates, on farms

and wattle plantations, a few went into Industry, railway and coal
fields, and a small number of them worked as donestic servants,
Bat the vast majority of cthem were employed as agricultaral labourer

vonditions were no ~ood; contracts said tnings dbuat in actual fact

it was not good. _ N cont/.....




Some worked I7-I8 hoars per day; poor residential quarters mal-
nourished, Lots of tnem would rely on rivers to supply for water,
Water was not good therefore contracted diseases- family was prone

to diseases.,

It was very difficult for the labourer to resist because of system
of control. In charge of a group of indentured labourers was the
sidar, who had a differemt past, belonged to a higher caste. He

was lokened to a gang boss, and was allowed to have a sjamook., He
Was responsible for keeping together labourers and to see that taey
did not resist., G&we him a sense of importance and authority. In

some cases controlled and some cases the sidar actually joined themn.

Anotner reason for a lack of resistance among the labourers was
that women were scarce because of the ratio to be maintained. They
would control labour by withdrawing his woman if he was troublesome

he was therefore deprived of 1living with the woman he chose to.

They also had the ability to withdraw Indentured labourers wages
or they could reduce it, It was provided that if labourers hold

grievances against employer they could go and complain to the 7

Protector of Immigrants or the Magistrate., If the labourer wanted
to leave she estate and go two miles he had to get a pass to go to

tne Protector. The guestion was who would give a ticket to go and

complain to the Magistrate.

. .®
According to Mr. Bridglal Pachai "Labourers were brougnt ouat on

five year indentured, offering terms of service which were mainly

observed in the breach since a combination of five factors operated
against thelir . observance, An employee had to obtain a pass
from his employer to leave the estate to lodge complaints of ill-

treatment or other violations, even if an employee got as far as

a Magistrate there was tne problem of communication since the
Magistrates svoke no Indian languages, and thk labourers spoke
only lfamil, Telegu or Hindi further, the Magistrates were guilty

of serious negligence in visitin cont/.....
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The person to oversee the conditions of life and labour as reguired
by law, the coolie Immigration Agent, later called the Protector
of Indian Immigrants, was impotent as the guardian of Labouress

interests in view of a multitude of factors ranging from indifference

to incapacity, finally the most government failed to live up to

its fundemental responsibility to provide tne protection
required." Inspite of these obstacles the labourer did resist the
conditions, In I913% tnere was a mass resistance to get the attention
of the government of India and Britian. Tne method they used was a

desertion of tneir post.

In I906 there was a resistence of joint action on tae Ramsey Colliery

concerning a dispute about raticns., They preferred more rice: as
opposed to mealie-meal, Tne leaders were imprisoned, but I50 strikers

orzanised themselves and wvent on a strike, They marcned %o Ladysmith

2
demanding release of men in prison., Eventually these men returned
to work and the prisoners were released. In 1907 there was anotner
case of resistance where tne workers of the Durban Corporation
went on strike because of ratiins being cuat, tney complained to the

frotector., There was evidence of an organised resistance,

According to Mabel Palmer, *Sugar above all depends upon a steady
supply of labour and it was this factor that was lacking. The 1

lieutenant Governor was 3T0 appoint an Iwumigrant Agent, who was to

(3

keep a register of i.migrants, to assign tnem to emnployers for a
period not exceeding three years, nhusband and wife, parent and child
always to be allotted together, and in their other relationships,

the wishes of the immigrants were to be respected as far as possible.
Tae coolie was to reindenture for 2 years, but after tnese 5 years
Of service he was free, Ine employers to provide medical care and
attention and to retain the services of a medical practioner %o

this end, If the coolie's were ill-treated, tne contract could be

terminated by the lieutenant zovernor and the coolies re-assigned.

After IO years of residence, the coolie could claim a return voyage
to India or, alternatively a grant of crown land., ../ =



It will be apparant that the Indian Government only reluctantly
consented to sanction the immigration of Indian labourers to Natal,
and that the whole responsibility rests most definitely on Natal
itself, Ine Ist indentured Indian labourers arrived towards the end

di |
of 1860, and they continued to come at irreguiar intervals until I366.

My great-great grandfather came from Calcutta on the I8:07:I878.
This is what Mr. Bridglal Pachal nas to say about tunose wno came

. % -
from Calcutta,'"The Calcutta emigrants belon~-ed to a mixed oag rep-

resenting the higher and midale-kanging echelons oI a caste-

structured society whicn, in the occupational areas, embraced sarvies,

weavers, iron-smiths, agriculturalists, priests and warriors.,"

<
He goes on to say that,"Though tnere was no formulised political

organisation until the Natal Indian Congress was founded in 1894,

political agitation in groups goes back to the very oeginnings of
Inddan settlement in Soutn Arfrica, Ist by manuael labourers and

agriculturalists by traders and only afterwards by tne educated
elite and workers of Indian Society. As early as I8bl tne Ist recorded

passive resistance campaign by Indian plantation labourers was wagead

at unhlenga . This lasted several months during wnich the resisters
endured 3 terms of imprisonments and engaged services for attorney

to petition the Government to transfer them to another employer."

It serves to illustrate now tne pioneers reacted in a strange country
so soon after arrival and at such costs to themselves and to their

successors. The incident draws attention also to the ability of the

workins class to organise themselves against increasing odds.
It was “hat the reali.y of inmediate Indian political power, however |
that the Buropeans in Natal feared in the I890's so mucn as the

fear of number.

As mentioned earlier, my great-great grandfather came to South

Africa as an indentured labourer for the Hill Head Sugar Estate
SOt AMTEadAN) \eDIWANS )m eJoLu non
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He worked here for a number of years, and then moved onto Rooikopjies,

presently Westville. Here he became a self-employed fruit & vegetable
hawker/trader. The following information supplied by my grandfather,
is related to his daily routine as a hawker for fruit. and vegetables.|

Firstly he used to get the vegetables or fruits from t-e garden,

prepare it for selling. rhereafter he toox the prepared vegetables
and my grandfather and Mr. Fokeer used to go togetaner witn tne spring

cart to sell them, at ‘ollgate in Durban.

As far as dress goes, he used to dress Eastern syle, no snoes, :
boots, but he used to wear a turban. He used to speak tne Hindi
language. A habit of his was to smoke tne chilum (tobacco¥ pipe).

For a meal he used to purchase, what was tnen called tne Frencn loaf-

ne used to pay a tickey for nalf a loaf. Together witn the french loaf

he used to buy a tin of sardines for which he used to pay a tickey.

This was for breakfast, Tickey is equal to 3 pennies which is egual

to 2% cents. At home time he used to go vack in the spring cart,

Mt great-great grandfather was married to a lady called Sonia.

He begot tanree sons, namely Mr. Ramlogan (my great grandfather),

Mr. Satyapal, and Mr. Sewpersadh. He lived in Rooikopjies presently

Westville, Mir. Ramlogan, his eidest son moved on to Sarnia- magisteria

district of Pinetown; and vacK to Vestville wnere he died, He was a

cabinet-maker by occapation; and was married fto a lady called B

Bhugwvanee, Mr. Fokeer's second son, called Mr. Satyapal was a

O ’

fuarnisher polisner by occupation. He was married to a lady from

Sea Cow Lake Durban., They lived in Rooikopjies and moved on to |
’ ’, ]

Pietermaritzburg where they died. Mr. Sewpersadh, my great-great |

grandfather's 3rd son .arried a zirl from Stanger. He lived in

n0O0lkopjies and then moved to Mayville wnere they both diecd. As far

as his profession goes ne was initially Englisn Teacher, and

therefore he bpecame a builder.

I would like to mention something furtner about my great grandfatner
7D ) =

Mr, F. ramlogan,"He was tne founder of :tne Arya Samaj, Mt. Patridge

and Districts.



He was well versed in the Arya Sama] Wovement and preached the

Vedic Principles where ever ne went, Ihrough his persuation and
untiring efforts and pressuer on the residents of tne area the

Sama] was estavblished in 1934, and a vernacular schocl was opened.

He was a well-xnown and respected resident of Westvilile,"

Very litule is known aboat his social and political activities.
Wy efforts to delve into the past were not entirely fruitless,

because I managed to get some information as far as in religion goes.

He was an aryan, hence the Toundation of the Arya Sama] by his
eldest son. I would like to include, at tnis point in my project,
the Hindu idea of God as explained in the Bhagavad Gita (the song

of tne Lord), a part of ine manabharata, the rHindua doctrine is faliy
explained in a magniricant dialogue bdetween man and nis& creator.

The God Arishna in disguise argues witn Arjuna, pointins out thnat
‘he duty of a warrior is to fignt in a righteouas war. JWnen he fails
VO convince him, throwving away his dlséaise, Arisnna reveals nimself

to the hero and answers nis guestions on tne nature of the universe

the way to God, and the meaning of duty.

" God ig tne Known and the sxnower, unmanifest and changeless, without

veginning, eternal, immanent all-pervading, the one without a Second.

He is at once tne sacrifice and tne prayer, l1life and love, birth and

death, the visible and the invisible. There are many ways toc reach
Him: through devotion, through works, through knowledge, and through
mystic union. Tne man who wants to attain God must renounce alil
attachment, mast accept both God and evil, neat and cold, praise

and blame, He must be tied to no one and despise no one's doing

his duty in this 1ife according to his station."

Hinduism is directly derived from the epics, Jjust as Thristianity
is directly derived from the Binle, Hinduism is much : more

than just a religion, it is a way of life; a framework for every

individual action, for every decision, for every thought from the
moment of birth to the moment of death., Hinduaism is much more than

cont/..... 2L



a code of conduct, it is a pnilosophy which assorts the oneness

of all ceration and the immense importance rfor man to achieve mystical

union with the Divine., In its abstract, pailosopnic from, Hinduism
has no dogna. The definition of a Hindu is "one who is born a Hindu,"

As far as political activities go, I would like to mention the
Satyagraha Movement or Passive Resistance because my great-great
grandfather lived in Soutnern Africa during the period of Gandhi's

story here, He would, therefore have been afrected by the legislation

passed by the Transvaal Government, for the Indians. Firstly I

o

want to explain the Satyagraha sovement as "soul force pure & simple.’

"The world rests upon tne pedrock of Satya or truth. Asatya meaning

untruth, also means '"non-existent" and Satya or tkhuth, means "tnat
which is". If untruth does not so much as exist, its victory is

oat of guestions., And truth being "that which 1is" can never be

3 ~ g . . . : 1 . : = “

destroyed. This is the doctrine of Satyagraha in a nutshell -
J

Mahatma Gandni.

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on the 2nd October I869, but

his mission was born in the C20., It was South Arfrica tnat shaped
the Mahatma, It was in South Africa tnat he discovered Satyagraha,

soul force and its ability to truimph over world force.

Ihe Satyagraha ilovement was linked to passage of a moveament of
Draft Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance., It was introduaced in
August 1906, This law stated tnat every Indian male and female and
child over 8 years who has tne right to live in the Transvaal had
to undergo registration. fney nad to provide tne Registration
Offices with all fingerprints and thumbprints on tne Registration
card. They also had to carry the Registration card at all times.
Phe penalties for not carryinz a segistration card: ne could be
fined, imprisoned or deported to India. Gandni who came to Soutn
Africa in I902 was reponsible for raising objections to this, and
took up the protest of tne Indias. He stated"l saw notaing in it
except Hatrea for the Indians."”

B . cont/...... Jj




He objected on the following grounds: only criminais had to produce
fingerprints and thumbprints, this meant that the Indians were

likened to criminals. He also objected to tne fact that women and

t e ‘
children had to register., He also objected to tae heavy fines attacned

to ordinance- Issue of 3 pound poll tax vhicn every member of the
Indentuerd family nad to pay.

The Indians then got together under the Transvaal Indian Organisation |
vhich was formed in Septeanber 1906, There was a meeting neld and |
a resolution passed that they would apply to the British Government
to refuse the passage of this bill. If the pleas of tne Indians

were rejected every Indian would subait to imprisonment until Her @
Majesty would be pleased to release them to agree to tne amendment.

Gandhi . realised the seriousness of tihls oatn. kvery Indian |

had to make his own moral commottnent.

The reputation was sent to England in I306. Gandni and Allie met
the Secretary of State and an agreement was reached to satisfy the
demands of the Indians. 3ut tney were in for a rude shock, because

when the Transvaal Government received responsible governament this

meant that they could pass tneir own legislation. The politicians

then introduced an Act whicn was the sane as tne Asiatic Act of I9C?2,

!

In I902 Act 2 was passed, that by July 1907 all Indians would have i

i
|

to be registered or pay the penalty. The Indian tnen nad to complement

their resolution which meant tae birth of Satyagraha.

Satyagraha for Gandhiji was the technique of non-violent action for

rectifying injustices, righting wrongs and ironing out our conflicts.
"Two wrongs did not make one right, no did the destruction of any
enemy can note ironin:sy out conflicts.," "Satyagrana panisned out

fear and hate, it is the ideal which is bot: against cowardliness
of hiden revenge and thie cowed submission of tne tereor-stricken.”

Satyagraha's two basic components are Satya and ahimsa. Satya '"sat "
in the highest expressiony of thne innermost self. It is the hignest
3 “ j‘uVﬂ

expression of life i.e. truth. Ahimsa means non-ingiviIng and non-

killing., Satyagraha is a method of protest against a clearly defined

wrong, aimed not at the individuals who are responsible for the ill, J
P



but nevertheless appeals to the goodness of suacn individuals. Gandhi

chose to stress the training of self dis@&ipline which in view assisted

the individaal in his spiritual and moral growth,

After Gandhi returned from Britian, presenting tne Indian Case, we

found that the passive resistence campaign slackened because tne

them, This led to the need to have a place where the coporate sense

of purpose would be instilled into the Satyagrahaias.

$1t was thus the pur pose of purchasing a farm, where residents
would do "somethinz to earn a iiving." Herman Kallenbach bought
"ICC acres of land atlawwey twenty-one-mtles out of Johannesburg,

and on way 30 I9I0 gave it to tne Satyagrah%lis free of any rent
or charge. Ihe farm was namned after Leo Tolstoy. Years ago Tolstoy
e

wrote to Mahatma Gandhni in South Africa a very prophetic sentence:

"Therefore your activity in the Transvaal, as it seems td@ me at this

end of the world, is the most essential work. The most important
of all the work now being done in the world, wherein not only the

nations of the Christian bat of all the world, will unavoidably

take part."

The open s»aces and frait-oearing trees brougnt about farming and

gardening among the Satyagrahalus, Adults as well as children
engaged themselves daily in the agricultural auties. Emphasis was

upon simple communal living where 1individuaals self-interests nad
to be curbed for the good of all, To live close with nature meant

that a harmonious relationship must be developed towards it.

Hunting was strictly forbidden.

Self-reliance existed to otner aspects of commuanal living. There

was a TAweorinG department which produced clothes suitable for

Outdoor life, Tae Indians opinion played an iaportnant part in

reminding people = of certain things in columns. Gandhi was baker,
PADOA

and caramel and marmelade naker and with more besides. Discipline

in tne daily routine was folliowed by the residents. Parpose w~as 1o

prevent idle-wastinge and be of cornstrictive use. ~ront/

w

Transvaal Government had instilled fear in most Indians by deportingj




After breakfast everybody was assigned a task. At ITam. a bath, at

Ipm, several classes of schaol till 5pm. At 7pan. review of the days

events were outlined by Gandhi and prayers concludede the meeting.

Gandhi considered vegetarianism to be important in tne moral and
spiritual growth of the individual. Fastins was amatter of spritmal
discipline and religious significance for Gandni: It helped
the individual to attain the sxprem&ﬂy over thne flesh, Gandhi stated

that a diet should in the struggle of life, conquer hate by loving,

untruth by truth, and violence by self sacrifice. He said tnat
education should be concerned with the "Cultire of the heart of whne

building of Character."”

Louis Fischer says, "Gandhiji was general manager. The populatiocn

of the farm varied witn arrest and other circumstances, Consisted
originally of forty youns men, 3 old men, 5 women, 20-30 childern,
of whom 5 were G\weLrSs |, There were Hinaus, WMoslems, Cnristians and
Parsis among them vegetarians and meateaters, smoxers and non-
smokers and they spoke Tamil, Telegu, Gujarathi etc. As if these
conditions did not create enough problems Gandni created some more.
Smoking and alcohol drinkin- were strictly prohibited. wWhnen the

time came for action the Sayyagrahk is behaved in an exemplary manner
3ut wnen the movement was launched, it obroaznt its own problems.

As part of the movement in tne middle of I313, the Inaian miners

in Newcastle went on strike and it dragged on for montns, Gananiji
had to provide for the bordins and lodging of as many as 5000 strixer

at a time,

Later with about 2200 women and men 3andhiji marched into the ‘rans-
vaal, and Xallenbach hiaseir paid a tribute to Gandniji, followers
in these words: "Tney are orave men, Iney will not injuer you
in person or in properly. Thney will not fight wita you, bal enter
the Iransvaal they will, even in tane face or your ganfire. l[hey are
not the men to beat or reitreat froa the fear of your bulléts or

spears., They propose to meet and I know they will meet your hearts

v safferin-," cont/.....
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An alarming sitiation arose wvnich Gandhiji, £allenbach, and PolaH

were arrested are after anotner and duaring tne trial judge Tnecdore

3
T ; nat +hn nt 3 t ¢ ict the accused nmerely
Jooste said tnat trhe count wculd not convic g 3

upon his pleading giilty and demanded witnesses. £allenbach and Polai

appeared as witnesses against the "third". All cwaree marched happily

into jail.

All this led eventially to tne Gandhi- Smuts agreement on 30 June I9F4
and on the I8 July I9I4, ‘anatmaji sailed for Engiand leaming Soutn
Africa for good. Of him General Smats wrote in 1939, "It was my fate
to be the antagonist of a nan for whom even then I had the higher
respect. He never fought the Human background of the situation,

never lost his temper, or succented to hate, and preserved his

gentle homour even in the most trying situations."”

cont/.....
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DEPARTMENT OF 1INTERNAL AFFAIRS

COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT

Serial Number - o e .

Colonial Number : |1 & S 7

Date of Arrival : \;% £ TR ?‘72

Name of Ship 3 LT e RO L

Place of Registration =i l

Date of Registration ey A

Number in Register By

Name YjﬁﬁKJ:?if

Father's Name i OO0 LAY

Age ;. Do~k e

Sex . WM aLE

Caste : <:'kiﬁpﬁ,%ﬁ\

District 3 Yw.ﬂ'gg}Zf T oY w
Thanna/Taluq 3 Y)k? MATFORE

Village M A DNAARTORE

Height 3 T i

Bodily Marks 2 o

Name of Next-of-Kin : ESHTHiﬁHALX (}‘fﬁf\ii,tj_
Relations Accompanied | -
Small Pox/Vaccinated ; \\J/§Cc¢ LATED

Remarks

Certified a true copy.
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COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMM1GRANT
Serial Number 285
Colonial Number ,74,5_2_
Date of Arrival [ =7 = IT¥5
Name of Ship GLENPOY
Place of Registration e
Date of Registration i
Number in Register
Name SO/\//ﬁ
Father's Name bDookee
Age §YERRS
Sex FEMALE
Caste CH‘?Mﬁﬁ
District GHA2€EcPoRE
Thanna/Taluq ZUMOA 14
Village 6’»%(/6’64)’
Height i R

Bodily Marks

Name of Next-of-Kin
Relations Accompanied
Small Pox/Vaccinated

Remarks

Certified a true copy.

I}

| A
REGTONAL' RIUPRESENTATIVE
B

\ i
H

1
1
i

\/

DHOoKHEE (FHATHEE)

\VACCINATEY




VA LA A7

£,
N
<

%

PO P

TVE AR cal 10ES
Dol Costerss
VG e =o A AR
ESTATE 114 ¥
A
GRENT caauDd
UAT ‘r»\'\: (& = k‘)
O s V\C
(f,ﬁ\x\."k"\_é ;}\S Ao
H\,fo"\_;‘(\;«@(:\) 3
AR 2’

vt PuETer maren| o

24

i

3o

2




INDVA

MAP oF

v
SANVYSI o
wvEodIN [

.

SANVISI
&
NVWYANY

r
ANDAMP,

NOTAID " UINIPUPALIL,
4 o = B < S
/ i 005 0Oy ©0f 00Z ool O
SR S - :
g M.... omrPwl, Eﬁous,w, - L N R >
$ 8 T, ¢ :
A A { P
AT e AT W
7 FR Y i N v, - sanvist
& ) JeL2J0SAN A o
4 dg 8 i / \ IMOVIOYT
_emdI0lESUEg . <&,
SBAPRWNE 7 & _° azo(zSuei} O
N .3 W O0SAW 4
& e V]
ba 5 \?:mo. eSoul < o
§ N S A

V¥

L.wv .m L:&n.ﬁ:m..!.‘\ ¢ S
S prarieple ¢ = Y
Py i r T,
A5 v -~ Ypoth [ q00d
& LT G ) ¢ Prge NV18 VIV
Z LR Rl TR B, o
et S et EqES LRI
B LG w St W <5 Misen® o|-1jone 1eSeN pue IpEQ
i I
! indreyg { « OBUEIY (rquuws fo
d & P L W o e D o S
4 o 4 -, B niq
bone fFT ' i Rl 1 PPN s AEMELYIBY
e wnr® YA H O VW T {
vonggy eindpaysue i eaopuU[ >
._.wmmo.»... S & mn.u fedoug, A \v. VeqEpSWUY y53ny] Jo Jinh
\ - PR A
¢ g 1 &y N-7 {1 J g L S el
g ) Gy e o s gey (P gsandv- B R
W&h.rtm. \Wl\J/INI\\/..\I.f\_IJ\J:/. / ~uﬂ.u-l— -nﬂ\ .Hn.rmmo n.wollillll!.iku s .I-l.\ \\ — szﬁ&ag’.l
= PEqEYE] TsuByc*S, \ EY 2 [UoRIEY il
- 7 >
o3 hy > Iu‘w uuomﬂgmu.\\ "ot Jawify Jndypog —.Nnnﬁu_v.f
i Eak ¢ S b t
! A MR \ Ty il NVHLS Vevy JONI %
1 A 207 e da . andref: . g
L\ & SarvanneF] oo e P ) L
3 . e s $ Oy ¥ i, T wennws®
o = T S ...W... 7 Ll L1 raumqige ﬁl.....l.!\.s\ %& o o
é, HY DN &N ° TR, 3 P " N
LY g A i e | 1H130 \ Lo ' ..H.\Wm.g- e
i N by a9 A 7 A i
i pS s E:Qﬁmukﬂ / 8YINNdY \k..uz&wznmamm )*‘& % !a.—
N\, - “l J
.I.I“Wl ...\ SyreSipuegs \.. Mf 4 ¥ _‘l.l.l.l.l.....l.l.l.l. .o.'
s (S o o .,
i) o y W
W & vouds { Q\uu E3 ! 3
ol (R A i
2 T e
& .v.vﬁs._ e V
& g/ b ;
jaTpuidjemey -, i
ey NVLSINVHOIYV j
TMEUS2d Nssud i
-~ 424400] eInqeyy ¢ _ N




FEATOLRE S

TR0 Rafrristan 1

Blfep o | 3 /!
ity
: t"‘fnfhn-s-s.u;i?in
| i A

Hannof Coych 5

Hrowse of Con

%
=
T
YTew x
Galfpf Carep
o1

7

'ﬂn;t - "
"'fl'f’»?\‘;@/{j(%h‘ ¥

~Upnguy

¢

REFERENCE TO COLOURING
8 [ ] Farests

[T "] Bush & Small Wood
[T Cultivated Lanas

1— —I Grassland

[ )Steppes o

‘ | Somdy Deserts & Barren Lands

English Miles
g Mmoot =

Ezd

SWFACE

= a;\“
g W2 o GG & o,
4 gt st

“WBareda - g
}B vgrbads

B EN GAL

||

7 15}"“(;.;@@&;@ ¢

CONTINUATION (N

SMALLER SCALE

=3 (0

e

| Moscos IF VN
Tavoy P! i

giAyhipc’ldgo“jQ;’ i /

BO Longltude East fiom. freauwich 8%

96 100




2

Bl dﬁdﬂmﬁp

M\.»‘Hal@uw\z.ﬁ} \ I,ﬁ. .. ” : .‘ ;“. .. J\ht.:: ytlh.

o -

e ]

| s?i
-] UDUBPHF ﬁﬂﬁ eJ . T
Rak&bu; | ‘N www?w St

AU iy

of 'on? H.w&ﬁf ?

:.5 .nf., aw«a.:m TN

S (duamy

ﬁ&uv;kﬂw:pinz LS il

T _
fiaeGaprodi |
SAVIIE)

.. |~

*Y : sy , ,\
« WIDIION = ; . X
vyl o fi) "A¥ : «._usmé g
i $ Ay Aoy <3
wriduterprafs
P e
| . 1l : 5::.5 3
P : i i hf 3 ... g :~v{,§ AMW\Q ;
wssﬁ_m&w__u 3 } o ,..‘,m,mo‘@uxro&w.m/ v E
Ley [ z ‘ 2y, . L, 11 Ve Ol TN
. : A Fa T =
x.? ; L ] o . &
o Lpaing g0 . . 2 | ‘
"IN
b

q@

!
N
\
Hprg i)

A maugg

,my nm»&.m u.qa.ﬂwi ﬁv»v
\ o6

sy .
: -+,
oy S—— .Al'

: 7&% ?5..@,
:
o (A—Hm.::.e S






