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Abdullah 8haik was .born in Hussani,in Hyderbad, in Deccan
,India. Litf® is known of his boyhbod.. > save that he
rec¢ieved a rudimentary education at Nizam College . An
c&atizd¥48” +that waa to hold him in good stead in his
later years when he so industriously resolve& +to Dbetter
himself in.:.the newly developing colony of Natal . It
was one day in I9II that he f£irmly“and final}y resolved
to leave the college before completing his studies .
Tike so many before him he made mind +to embark on

on the exodus +to Natal .

fhen a youth of eighteen and facing the drabd prosyect

of erking out a 1living in an overpopulated, ailing
city it comes as no surprise +that he should hold the
distant Btitish colomy of Nag¥al to be a potential
paradise. Ofcourse this &ura of paradise was greatly
influenced by +the enchanting tales of a facinating
Natal that interlaced +the 1length and breadth of India.
Tlured by a vision of these glitterings across the see

he came to Natal as a passenger Indian in T9FI

ARRIVAL
On arrival he +took up immediate.cresidence in five,
King Street, ILadysmith. He was soon employed in the
8lectrical department of the Elandslaagte Colliery.
Here he proved to be a long standing employee,
having served +the company for =z total of seventeen
years. A period in which he took the opportunity

to familiarize himself with the workings of all

branches of mine electricity.

It was as a teenager of nineteen that he wooed and




Abd@llan Shelk and  his first wife, oakina
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Wessels Nek Colliery where he was employed as a mine elect-
rician. He was +the only Indian engaged in this c¢lass of work
on the coal mines of Natal. His principle task being to
mann the control rooms above the mine,

"Here he rented a site from +the Wessels Nek Colliery, an
area relatively near the mine and with +the aid of a 1local
carpenter proceeded to build his new home. The house was
constructed in the main of hard wood and iron, being topped
with a red roof which was common to 211 the house in the
vacinity. It had neat woode n flooring to compliment it.

In its entity it consisted of +two verandahs 1leading to a
spacious garden, a large kitchen, two bedrooms, a lounge and
a spare room. This Dbeautiful house was worth approximately
fifty pounds.

HARLEY DAVIDSON
It was +then that he s801ld his Morris and purchased a motor-
bike. A Harley Davidson which was veed in the army. He
used it +to travel +the ten or ele ven miles distance from
the mine. His work started on the mine at seven each-
morning and concluded at half past four. It was then that
he décided +to purchase a plot of 1land in Waschbank. It was
his mind +to establish a fruit shop on the site. In due
course he finally managed to erect a shop with a house
adjoining it at +the back. This house congisted of a single
bedroom, a lounge, a kitchen and a spaciovs storeroom. Electri-
city however was the greatest boon to the -house and the shop.
. A licence to own and maintain a shop was purchased for two
pounds .

It was one day whilst hurrying to work on the Harley
Davidson that he seriously injured himself in an accident.
The main chain of the motorbike was severed and he found
himself sprawled on the stoney roadway. Apert from suffering
a multirle bruising he fractured his left arm. A fracture
that was to 1leave him slightly maimed in that hand.



This maiming however became evident only when he read
Namaaz. His left hand could not ocuite reach his ear in
the salaat posture, a pre-reguisite for commencing prayer.

After a painful recovery he instantly rid himself of the
bike and purchased a 1928 Chevrolet. This Chevrolet he
bought for twelve pounds when he attended an auction sale
in Ladysmith. A pale yellow car of some immensity, it had
only one major failing. It lacked brakes. Because motor
spares were virtually impossible +to obtain in those days he
never got to repairing the brakes., The car he brought +to

a Jjerky halt each time by shifting into a 1low gear and
switching the ignition off. He drove this car for the next
two years.

ABDULLAH FRUITERERS
The shop namedd after himself, "Abdullah Pruiterers" was
relatively busy ahd succeded in reaping a reasonable profit.
Its main customers ©being Africans who worked in the mines
and in +the surrounding small farms. The only serious com-
pertition it faced was from "A. Khan", a fruitshop about
a mile distant. The other shops in .the locality were
"Amins®, a general dealer, two shops  owned by +the wealthy
brothers, A.K. and M.S. Mall and a big millshop. The many
africans in +the area should take their after harvest +to
the millshop in order to have them crushed. The millshop
also supplied the flour +to dealers. The flour was loaded
onto the backs of several donkeys and transported +to their
shops. His wife, Sakina should keep shop whilst he worked
in the mine each day. He also hammered +together a huge
cart with which his three sons Majid, Hamid and Gani
should push each day to a nezrby coal mine, +the Dundee
Coal Company. The three sons sold the fruit, comprising




mainly apples, bananas, pears and peaches to the workers in
the mine. It was the white workers who were their ©best
customers. They recall in dread how, if a single apple or
peach was left wunsold at the end of the day they would
face &a thrashing by an enraged father.

THE SECOND WIFE

Three years later with +the consent of his wife, BSakina
he marricd <2raine This +time to a young 1lass called Khatoon
?

another female who had enjoyed all ™er girlhood in Waschbank.
Under 1Islamic law one is vpermitted to marry seven times,
provided one has the mnmeans and the capacity to grant each
a happy married life. With her, he was to father for
children, their names being Hoosen, Halima, Ayesha and
Wahab. The two wives hLapprily enjoyed a most amiable
friendship.

THE SECOND SHOP
His sons applaud his Dbusiness mindedness and +this is given
ample justification in +that, barely a year 1later he made
~intention to open another shop in +the wvicinity. The new
shop, also dealing in fruit had an eating house. A 1licence
for operating a fruitshop and eating house was paid for
with five pounds. This shop he 1likewise mnamed Abdullah
FPruiterers.

Ad joining the shop at the rear was a house which he
himself had constructed. It had two bedrooms, a lounge and

a kitchen. This shop was in an area which was predominantly
white and separated from the first by a railway 1line. The
shops approximately a mile apart. The second shop was near
an immense farm, stretching a few hundred miles across the
terrain and owned by an Afrikaner named Rademeyer. It was
from Rademeyer PFarm that the shop drew most of its




business, serving soup and bread to the african 1labourers
each day.

It was quite an involwved and congested 1lifestyle he had.
Managing +two shops whilst at the same +time keeping his job
as an electrician in the Wessels Nek Colliery. It was only
his industrious attitude and a capacity for earnest and
sustained labouring that allowed him to successfully draw
income from +three sources simultaniously.

Abdullah Sheik found operating the electricity on the mine
largely stimulating and satisfying. Sitting in the control
room it was his Jjob to check and ensure the smooth fun-
ctioning of electricity in +the wvarious reefs and positions
in +the coal mine, Under his authority, in +the position of
aide toiled a fellow Indian, a Tamil named Ramana. It was
this selfsame Ramana who had Dbeen painstakingly tutored +that

one morning approached the mine managers and accused Abdullah
Sheik of theft. A sked +to appear before the mine managers

he was told +that they did not Dbelieve +this most surprising
allegation but none the 1less it was company volicy to
investigate the matter.Abdullah Sheik was highly ingignant

and disgusted at +the®-lie rperprtrated by his Tamil aide.

Bieng deeply religeous he found it impossible +to 1labour

under & shadow of sguspicion and ill will, He instantly issueq
a twenty four notice +to +the mine managers.His Dbeautiful-
house on the mine , worth no 1less +than fifty rpounds he
gave away for a mere pittence of ten roﬁnds.

Resigning from his job as electrician in +the coal mine he
decided to 1live alternately with his two wives. He spent

2 week 1in each residence whilst at the same--time he was
fully occupied managing his two shops.Now that he was no
longer employed 1in the mine he finally found +time to nlay




a more active role in the community.

Abdulla Sheik was one of +the founders of +the 'Wessels
Nek Madressa. He also Dbecame the secretary of the
madressa, an instituition founded to school young
children in their virtues of ~n Islamic 1lifestyle. The
madressa was Treally an average size building made
essentially of +tin and sturdy wood. The Mouvlana's
resident in the madressa was M.S. Patel. Moulana ™,S,
Patel really 1lived in a minute bedroom and kitchen
alongside the madressa, a frugal 1lifestyle, where he
shunned luxuries sought by most men and dedicated
himself <to the propergation of Islam. By day he in-
gstructed his class of +twenty children, including the

sons of Abdullah Sheik in +the teachings of Islam. The
madressa was eguipped with o0ld well worn desk and
"benches which the children used. At night the desk and
benches were removed and thick mats were carefully
spread on the floor ready for the performance of

namaaz. A well outside +the madressa was used for
ablution before prayer. It was a freocuent sight to
witness a steady congregation of twenty to thirty Muslims
arrive at the madressa each night and again at four each
morning. Indeesd the OQuaranic c¢all of "prayer is Dbetter
than sleep" was 7rigidly followed by the orthodoux Muslim
congregation at Waschbank.

THE WASCHBANK MUSLIM JAMAAT
To opreside over the affairs of the madressa and assist
the Moulana a Waschbank Wuslim Jamast was formed. This
was an organis ation of selected community conscious men
who saw to the maintenance and relative smooth function-

ing of the madressa.




The Waschbank Muslim Jamaat comprised of ten +to +twelve
members of which Abdullah Sheik was one. Amo ngst the more
prominent social figures in +the jamaat were Amod Sahib and
th~ brothers ™M.S. and A.K. ¥all. By a monthly contribution
from the Jjamaat, Moulana N.S. Patel was paid an adequate
salary suitable +to his position and needs, a salary +to
which Sheik Abdullah contributed +to with a regular hand-
someness.

Being the owner of +two fruit shops Abdulilah Sheik readily
had and made many friends. Amongst the best was a
likeable Hindu, R.T. Dubree who was by profession a hide
and skin buyer. This energetic Hindu who rode about on
a bicycle spent many hours most days amusing Abdullah
Sheik with his talkative disposition. Abdullah Sheik also
had a strong bond of friendship with the brothers WNM.S.
and A.K. Mall,

Unfortunately this bond of friendship 4did not extend +to
his neighbour who was at heart a good natured pensioner.
His children recall how Abdullah Sheik's fowls strayed into
L.M, Smith's land and into his garden. L.M. Smith vernted his
anger on Abdulla Sheik. The pair proceeded - to have a
fearful row in which Abdullah Sheik severely beat the
enraged englishman with a stout stick. TL.M. Smith was
hospitalised after the incident.

Bveryday produce was obtained from the shop itself which
in turn got the necessary produce from the markets in
ladysmith and Dundee. The Dbackseat of +the 1928 Chevrolet
was vremoved leaving a rather spacious vroom at the back
with which Abdulla Sheik went to thése markets weekly,




bringing back a vehicle loaded to capacity. Presh mild was
obtained from the sole cow owned by Abdullah Sheik. The
children affectionately called +the cow, which was 1large

and full Dbodied "Shesh"™. Shesh had been bought from an
African who had given him +the mname and somehow the name
-had stuck. bpposite the shop wasva small farm owned by an
Afrikaner whose name cannot be recalled. He 7possesed a small
but verdant farm wupon which his five or six cattle graged.

Bieng profoundly religidtus and a man of educatiom he sub-
sequently became a member of the Mulslim 1library in Lady-
smith. The 1library provided him with a constant source of
Islamic 1litreture that Dbroadened his outlook as a Muslim.
To supplement +this he also had a complete set of enci-
opedias which he pondered over 3in his spare time in a
most diligent manner amd 1learned expression upon his face.
Added to this he was a daily subscriber to the "HNatal
HWitness™, a newspaper he purchased from Malls general deal-
ers for a shilling and six pence. He formed a habit of
smoking his pipe whilst engrossed +n the newspapar .
ENTERTAINMENT
For entertainment he enjoyed a magit show which was held i
the held in the Waschbank school hall forthnightly.The magic—
ian, proffesor ¥a:idani charged a fee of one shilling and
8ix pence.Once a month they were also treate! %> a Tilm-
show. The ©Popular Travelling Talkies owned by a man named
Cassim Porular came thirty miles from Danhauser +to screen hi
-s films 1in +the Waschbank schoel hall. He also charged one
shilling and six vence for his filmshows. Abdullah 8heik




and his sons gained free entry~ into +the cinema by virtu
-e ofi the fact that they served nuts and éooldrinks in

the: hall. These cooldrinks were got from=a company
called Suncrush Limitéd eho once a month delivered the
cooldrinks to the dealers .

HOODWINKED
Abdullah Sheik 1led a complete social 1life which wasa
enhanced by his success in +the ecomomic field. However
it so occured +that one day +two african strangers
accosted him with what they claimed was a goldbar wotth
several thousanda on the market. The bar had a registered
mine stamp at +the back. Abdullah Sheik excitedly paid the
-m fifty pounds on the spot and for the remaining fifty
pounds asked offered his cow '"Shesh" as prayment..- The
Africans stated thet they would come and fetsh the cow
tomorrow. That same dday he sawed +th goldbar and gatherin
~g the dust +took it +to the jewellers in 1ladysmith to
be wvalued .The gold +turned out to be mere bronze. Of
course the Africans did not return for the cow.

Tve WEssels Nek area was policed by the Wiaschbank police
but because of the sparce po ulation they were not taxed
to a gredt extent. Because +the area lacked a court all
the cases were troed &an Dundee.

CONCLUSION
It was one day when he was just past his forties that
suffered a stroke in hid 1left arm . Hev remained at home
that day. The next day he was driven to a white doctor
Dundee.He was hospitalized after six =2nd in the early
hours of the morning died .



Abdullah 8heik , a tall, strapping youth who bhad abandoned
his native India to wmnake +ris fotrune 1in the distant colony

of WNatal, had painstakingly cultivated it ... and died.

Like so many TIndians or the exafus +to British Natal |,
indentured and rassenger Indisns alike, he had forped the
‘foundation wupon which we today theive and build upon . It

is these ©bold men who have cultivated for wvs our fine se-
nce of our heritage in this land , it is therefore our morAl
duty +to rropergate and wphold all +that they symbolize ,so that
our forefathers who have sailed here 1long ago my not have
journeyed in- vane .
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTREVIRW WITH HAWA SHRIK

QUESTION: (Q:) Yeu are a daughter of Abdulla sheik, is that right?,
BESPONSR: (R:) Yes. '

Q
R:
Q:
R:

How many childrem did yeur father have?,

I am enme of tel/childrel.

Could yeu give the names of yeur breothers amnd sisters?,

My eldest brether's mame 1s Majid. He is fellewed by Gami, Hamid
and my sister Fathima, them my brother Daweod, Marliam, Cassim,
Aming, myself and my yeumgest brether iziz.

De yeu remember much ef Your father?,

Ne, net really%,l was very 8 mall whem he died.

Can you describe your father?. »

Well, I do kmow he was tall amd ... well... mothimg much else,
Where 4id he 1live?,

We stayed im Washbank, on the malm read I thimk 1t was,

De you recall the mame of the Reoad?,

Why, I thimnk it must be Washbank Read. We had a fruitshep there,
and another eme accress the rellway lire.

What was the mame of the fruitshep?.
Beth were called Sheik Abdulla.
Could Yeu tell me more about Sheik Abdulla Fruiters?.

Ne, I can't. You see I was se small. I really can't tell
yeu much mere, o7 -

Ome last questiem, could you tell me amnything else about your
father, even the slightest thimg weuld help.

I can't 8ay...but I knew he had a very bad temper,
Yes, thats helpful, tell me more,
I can't...yoeu see I was 8o small,

Well, thank yeu fer your time,
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