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CHAPTER ONE

l In the nineteenth century India was a
part of the British cmpire,although it was not ruled in the
same manner as Britain's colonies of settlement.Control over
India ultimately rested in the hands of a special department
of the British government (the India 6ffice),while within
the country itself there was a mixture of direct rule by
British officials and control through the Indian princes,

The Indians themselves arose as a
separate race through the merging,many centuries ago,of the
light-skinned Aryans with the dark-skinned Dravidians.About
eighty percent of them were Hindud(the inhabitants of the
present-day India) while the remainder were mainly Moslems
(the Pakistanis of today),although along with these two main
groups there were smaller groups of Buddhists and peoples of
other faiths.However,they were not by any means a united
people even in the nineteenth century,for there were distinct
sects and castes.These castes represented people of different
social classes,and it was not permissible for those of a higher
caste to mix with a lower caste,Indeed,social distinctions
were carried to an extent not seen anywhere else in the world-
the gap between the highest classes and the lowest was far
greater than that between noblemen and peasants in any
huropean country.

Along with the differences in social classes,
there were differences in wealth.The princes were men of
enourmous riches,while the poorest classes were in the most
dire straits and were generally undernourished.

Even in the nineteenth century,India was a
vastly over-populated country,and while the princes lived in
a luxury equal to that of the French kings before the Revolution,
the lowest classes earned hardly enough for a bare existence.

It was not unnatural,therefore,the lower castes of the Indians
should welcome the chance of settling 1in other parts of the
British Empire,and this im fact large numbers of them did-

in addition to Natal,zZast Africa,Mauritius,ard the West Indies
absorbed guite a few Indians,
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CHAPT AR TWO

'During the 1850's the econcmic situation
in Nata2l underwent a fundamental change with the introduction
of sugar plantations (the work 1arge1y,of Edmund Morewood,
who came to Natal from the sugar-growing island of Hauritius).
The new crop soon proved its worth to the farmers who had
turned their lands over to its cultivation and exports
began almost at once, dowever,one crucial factor lay in the
shortage of labour,for at that time hardly any of the Zulus
vere prepared to work for the Europeans and even the few who
did do did not prove themselves to be very efficient.

In Mauritius,indentured Endian labour had
been imported with successful results,and the Natal sugar
planters were keen to bring in such labour to their Golony.
(§ote that an "indentured"labourer is one who enters into work
contract for a specified period of years only.During that
period he may not leave his employer to work gelsewhere,but
once the time is over he is free to go where he wishes).The
matter was first raised in 1855 and 3ir George Grey,Governor of
the Cape,was sympathetic to the suggestion-remeumber that up to
1856,Natal was a sub-colony of the Cape.However,nothing was
immediately done about the matter.

When Natal gained representative
government in 1857 and became a separate colony,the issue
was again raised,but the majority of the members of the newly
formed Legislative Council were against the idea.However, the
farmers kept on voicing their demands,and they were strongly
supported by the"Natal Mercury" (the only Durban Newspaper of the
time). Petitions were lodged with the government,and eventually
in 1859 a bill"to provide for the introduction of Coolies into
this Colony at the public expense"was put before the legislature
and duly passed,
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CHAPTER THREE

' My subject Pennusamy Makkannen is #ne
unique subject on the basis that he is ene of the few survivers
of the era that saw the intreduction ef Indian labour te Natal
and lived te tell mbeout it.

Ponnusany Makkennan was said 1o be bern
on 1901 in the District ef Chingleput,Talug Madurautaram and the
village ef Pannjeor.Hewever,this birth date is a coenflicting ene
ag given by Pennusamy who clzaims te have been borm in the year
1897 thus refuting his "given" age of 82 years.

In India Pennusamy end all his relgtives
ir abedes representing Barracks.Accoriing te my subject the
systen of Castes was very discriminating in India and this effected
his femily even more on the basis that they beloned to the Paria
Caste, a "lowly caste", This was given as one of the major reaseas
fer the coming of the Makkannan family to Natel.Purthermore
Ponnusany's parents and relatives were effered foed and employment
never witbessed in India.With ‘this sort eof temptation Makkanuan
and his femily,arrived at the Pert of Durban aboard the "Umlazi®
en the 15 May 1905.0rn beardg with Makkemnzn and his wife Athima
were his son Pennusamy and daughter Kematchi. Pemmusamy's ether
brother (Ramsamy) and sister Vardamma were born in Natal.

When Ponnusany arrived in Natal he was
said to be four years eld (his said age 7 yeoars).The fomily first
settled in Cornubia Estate but later moved to Inyaninga Barracks
near Tongaat. His father Makkannan was put te work on the sugar
cane nlantetions. When my subjectiu Pennusamy was five yeard he
started working. His first werk concerned the chasing of locusts
during the locust attack on agriculture.Llater he was given the task
of carrying filter press te the cane plantztions.He also worked with
the ladies geng doing menial tasks, As concerns his wages he
received rewspds which would be seen today as meagre.
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' He remembers his first wagee as sixty cents
a nonth excluding rations. He stayed in Inyaninga Barracks for
about eleven years. He states that after the Gendgl strikes he
ghifted to the Tongmat Section,popularly known as Ramsany's
parracke and he resided here fer 59 years.

He subsequently became a tramline sirdsr
then a wemen sirdar and finally a men and Native sirdar.His wages
goon reached R9-00 pem. with house provided and 1% rations which
was nade up of =

(a) wood- 100 lbs weekly.
(v) dhell- 4 pounds.

(c) rice- 9 peunds,
(a) oil- 1 bettle.
(e) nealie neal- 4 peunds,

Ponnusany was allowed one day a month as helidsy leave.

When Ponnusanmy was 21 years eld he married

Ellarmma and had seven children of this union,The names of the
children are (-

(1) Gepaul.

(i1) Iutchnmee,

(iii) Sigemeney.,

(iv) Pushpa.

(v) Seobramoney.

(vi) Sally.

(vii) Janakie,

However,Pennusamy married again with the woman named Peongavanun,
The number of children conceived out of this union was eight and
they aret= |

(i) Gengamma.

(ii) Kandhan,

(iidi) Ralph.

(iv) Gengan.

(v) Arunugan,
(vi) Ronnie.

(vii) Baby.
(viii) died at birth.
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| Beth Pemmusamy's wives are dead.
rrem the first marriage enly eme child is living and from the
gecond unicn enly one child has died, Ponnusamy completed his
indenture contract in 1927 at the age of 26 years °1d, :

My sikbjeet Pennusamny likes te secialise
slet and his chief hebby is fishing.In those days there were hardly
i@ sny pelitical activities,hewever, Pennusanmy adhered te Gamndhi's
philesophy ef nenw-vislence., Pemnusamy is very religlous He has
in fact built a temple and carried kavady (a religious activity)
for 58 years.He prepegates the Hindw religien and €am read fluently
gnd write in tamil, In thosme days they were hardly any scheols fer
Indians mnd the fact that he can read and write is quite extra
erdinery. He used to organise religious festivals.He teok part in
encient tamil dences and erganised plays.He alse ram a tamil scheol fer
many years giving his pupils invalusble service in damce routimes and
drame. Pennusamy has never fergetien his mether country and
fPdgquently makes trips te Indie and alse cerrespends with relatives

| When Pemnusamy Makkennan retired frem the
Tongast Sugar Cempany he presentsd with a cheque of R4D00~-00 and
wag cemplimented fer all the years of invaluable service he rendered
te the Cempany, Pennusany stlll lives en and presently he 1s living
with his dsaghter ,Sally in ¥lat DyDeer Ne.2 Chelmsford Heights,
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