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South Africa’s first Indian postman, Mr 
P. Subbiah Pillay, 68died at his home in 
Stanger last week.  Mr Pillay was born in 
Pietermaritzburg and had lived for some 
time in Clairwood, settled in Stanger 
where he established quite a reputation 
in several fields of activity.

He was appointed a postal messenger 
first and later promoted as the country’s 
first Indian postman and awarded his 
stripes.  Mr Pillay made a mark in sever-
al fields, first as a soccerite, then later as 
a musician, Tamil teacher and billiards 
and snooker player.

He taught English for a while but made 
his greatest impact as a Tamil teacher.  
He was generally regarded as the most 
proficient in the Theveram and Thiru-
vasgam and was much sought after at re-
ligious functions.  He was also an accom-
plished musician and a great exponent of 
the violin, thuble and harmonium.  He 
also played the banjo mandolin.  

He laid strong emphasis on education, 
both English and vernacular and gave 
his children every encouragement.  Six 
of them subsequently qualified as teach-
ers and the seventh is in her final year at 
Westville University.

HE WAS SOUTH 
AFRICA’S FIRST 

INDIAN POSTMAN

Southern Natal will place ITS MAIN 
EMPHASIS ON HONOURS ON Suren 
Bhagwan (top right) with Ashwin Valjee 
(centre) a former South African cham-
pion and Solly Randeree also competing 
in the South African Open Table Tennis 
Championships now in progress in Dur-
ban.  

Western Province has a strong contin-

gent with South African champion, Hen-
ry Naidoo and Clive Brooks heading the 
challenge.  Also in the group are Trevor 
Lawrence and Winston Thomas.  Eight 
centres are taking part – Western Prov-
ince, Southern Natal, Northern Natal, 
Transvaal, Western Cape Federation, 
Northern Districts, Griquas and Eastern 
province.

Table Tennis
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The administrators of the ‘Grey Street Cas-
bah & Surrounds’ FaceBook Group and 
founders of the ‘The Casbah’ eNewspaper, 
Ishaan Blunden (082 561 8730) and Buddy 
Govender (083 560 1213). 

• Thank you all for sending on ‘The Casbah’ 
to your work colleagues, and friends and fam-
ily around the world.  Please do ask them to 
send us an email (greystreetcasbah@gmail.
com) so that we can place them on our mail-
ing list for future editions of ‘The Casbah’. 

•If you have any family photo’s, memorabil-
ia etc. that you would like to have featured 
on ‘The Casbah’, please contact us via email 
and we will arrange to collect, scan and re-
turn to you once done!  If you keep your fam-
ily’s treasure hidden away, your history will 
disappear but if you allow us to share it with 
the world, it will live forever!

• If you would like to place any Classified ads 
and/or company adverts on future editions of 
‘The Casbah’, contact us via email on grey-
streetcasbah@gmail.com for further details.

• Note that all articles are sourced and is not 
necessary the views supported by the Owners 
of ‘The Casbah’…….

Grey Street Casbah on FaceBook – 
Join us now!!!

Please join and encourage your family, friends and col-
leagues to become a member of the Grey Street Casbah 
family on FaceBook.
We also have other related pages on FaceBook that we en-
courage you to join as well 
‘Grey Street Hits’ – music and music videos from back in 
the day …come have a party with us!
‘The History of Non-Racial Soccer in South Africa’ – 
Historical photos etc from the glory days
‘Non Racial Sport in South Africa’ – Acknowledging non-
racial sports and personalities in SA
MEMBERSHIP TO ALL THE SITES ABOVE 
ARE FREE………….

Several residents living in the eco-
nomic schemes in Chatsworth were 
reported this week as having failed 
to complete the necessary require-
ments for the purchase and sale 
agreement with the Durban City 
Council, although the conditional 
maximum period of ten years ex-
pired, in most cases, a year ago.

Two Members of the Southern 

Durbam LAC, Mr Morgan Naicker 
and Mr T. Palam have been warn-
ing residents for the last few weeks 
to comply with the conditions of 
the lease agreement by converting 
it to one of purchase and sale.

The City Treasurer has agreed to 
give consideration to late applica-
tions. 

RESIDENTS GET 
A WARNING

“Leader” Reporter
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Durban’s newest and larg-
est ladies fashion boutique 
has been opened at the plush 
Sayani Centre in Grey Street 
by Ideals, one of the fastest 
growing chain of stores cater-
ing for men’s and woman’s 
apparel.

The opening marks the four-
teenth store of the group to 
be established in Durban and 
suburbs.  The newest branch 
occupies the same site at the 
corner of Grey and Queens 
Streets as a previous branch 
which was closed to make 
way for the development of 
the new shopping and office 
complex.

The shop which has taken 

pride of place in the Ideal 
group’s enterprise consists of 
a ground floor showroom and 
departmentalised sales area 
and offices on the first floor.  
A novel feature of the store is 
the incorporation of a coffee 
bar within the general layout 
of the shop.

In an interview, Mr G.H. Jad-
wat, a director of the group 
and manager of the store, said 
the company had adopted a 
policy of giving customers 
value for money.  “Exclusive-
ly designed garments will be 
offered at competitive prices.  
Our mark-up will be small 
but we expect to achieve a 
high turnover.”

NEW BOUTIQUE 
OPENS

Durban’s famous Aja Vally is dead.  He 
died at the St Aiden’s Hospital on Sun-
day on the eve of his trip to Malawi.  Mr 
Vally, 42 was well known.  It was his 
huge frame that made him famous and 
this is what prompted a South African 
group featuring him in a film, “Kaha 
Hai Manzil” which flopped even before 
it was released to the general public.  It 
was screened privately and then shelved.

Mr Vally was the son of a prominent 

Durban timber merchant, Mr Essa Has-
sim.  Of a friendly disposition, Mr Vally 
has been hardly much in the public eye 
in recent years.  An attack of sugar di-
abetes led to the amputation of one leg 
and later the other.  He was reduced to 
a wheel chair.  Before the amputation of 
his legs six major operations were per-
formed in an attempt to save his limbs.

He is pictured in earlier years presenting 
a trophy to a sari contest winner.

DEATH OF DURBAN’S 
FAMOUS AJA VALLY
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Head wine steward at the Butterworth 
Hotel, Mr Jack Rathnum, 62 was pleas-
antly surprised the other day when man-
agement informed him a gift was coming 
his way for dedicated service.  But what 
Mr Rathnum himself had forgotten and 
the company had remembered was that 
he had completed 25 years of unbroken 
service.  Pictured with Mr Rathnum is 
the manager Mr D. Maguire who is hand-
ing over a gold watch.

Mr Rathnum well known in social and 

sporting circle, started work at 14 and has 
been with the hotel industry for 43 years.  
He worked for Durban Club for 8 years, 
spent a year a Mayfair and then joined 
the Old Charlton in Johannesburg where 
he remained for 9 years before settling in 
Durban and at the Butterworth.  He has 
seen several management changes here – 
first with the late Mr S Kahn, then his 
brother G. Kahn followed later by Mr R 
Maingard and Mr LA Montocchio.  The 
hotel is now run by Mr E Smith and Mr 
Montocchio.

Long Service 
Award

Dr K.M. Seedat, 78 chats to three elderly folk soon after per-
forming the official opening of the new Centre for the aged in 
the ECM complex in Durban’s Beatrice Street last week.  The 
Centre has been established by the Durban Association for the 
Indian Aged.  With him (L to R) are Mr U. Iyasund, Mrs K. 
Mahatma and Mr S.D. Sigamoney the only surviving brother 
of the late Rev. B.L.E. Sigamoney of Johannesburg. Dr. Seedat 
was one of the first three Black doctors to qualify in Durban.

Members of the SAIC pictured during a tea break with the new Minister of Indian 
Affairs, Mr J.C. Heunis at the SAIC’s last council meeting held in Durban last week. 
Which one of these members will be back on the half-nominated, half-elected Coun-
cil in November this year will depend on how the votes will be cast through the elec-
toral colleges created for this purpose. Some will base their hopes on nomination but 
that will depend largely on the kind of impression they have made on State officials 
and the Government. 

Miss M. Dorrie, a former headmistress of the Durban Indian 
Girls High School who has been serving as superintendent at 
the David Landau Nursery School in Asherville, was given a 
farewell party by teachers at the school last week following her 
second retirement. Picture above (left) is Mrs. S. Vsar making 
a presentation while Miss Farida Sheriff holds another gift. 
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NITE LIFE - NITE LIFE - NITE LIFE 

Durban beauty, Estelle Kast, who won the Callies beauty pag-
eant early this year and took the “Miss Natal” title three weeks 
ago could find herself banned from next week’s “Miss South 
Africa” contest in Paarl.  The SA Amateur Weightlifting and 
Body Building Federation is opposed to the “Miss South Afri-
ca” contest and Mis Kast has just been selected one of the four 
finalist from Natal for the contest.  Miss Gail Biggar, “Miss 
Natal” last year is another finalist.

The Omar Khayyam is the latest addition to Durban’s nitelife scene. Described as 
one of the most luxuriously appointed the Omar Khayyam is situated in Isipingo Rail 
next to the Royal Hotel. In the picture above Mr C. Hargovan, a director of the res-
turant is seen with some of the guests on the opening night. 

Guest of Honour at this year’s annual Deb’s Ball of the Centenary High School to be 
held in the Durban City Hall next Saturday evening, August 17 is Mrs. Seshamma 
Moodley, Infants’ Inspectoress in the Dept. of Indian Affairs. Fifteen pretty girls will 
be presented to her and pictured here are some of them (L to R) Krishnie Dass, Pr-
iscilla Raju, Salochan Pardesi, Ageetha Haridas, Reena Pillay, Mala Moodley, Bimla 
Rambaram, Kasturi Naidu, Sharmala Naicker, and Zoralda Isaacs. 

Pix: Morris Reddy 
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SONG LYRIC’SMOVIE REVIEW

As a young ne'er-do-well named Lightfoot (Jeff 
Bridges) steals a car, an assassin attempts to shoot 
a minister delivering a sermon at his pulpit. The 
preacher escapes on foot. Lightfoot, who happens 
to be driving by, inadvertently rescues him by run-
ning over his pursuer and giving the preacher a lift.

Lightfoot eventually learns that the "minister" 
is really a notorious bank robber known as "The 
Thunderbolt" (Clint Eastwood) for his use of a 20 
millimeter cannon to break into a safe. Hiding out 
in the guise of a clergyman following the robbery of 
a Montana bank, Thunderbolt is the only member 
of his old gang who knows where the loot is hidden.

After escaping another attempt on his life by two 
other men, Thunderbolt tells Lightfoot that the ones 
trying to kill him are members of his gang who mis-
takenly thought Thunderbolt had double-crossed 
them. He and Lightfoot journey to Warsaw, Mon-
tana to retrieve the money hidden in an old one-
room schoolhouse. They discover the schoolhouse 
has been replaced by a brand-new school standing 
in its place.

Thunderbolt and Lightfoot are abducted by the 
men who were shooting at them—the vicious Red 
Leary (George Kennedy) and the gentle Eddie 
Goody (Geoffrey Lewis)—and driven to a remote 
location where Thunderbolt and Red fight each 
other, after which Thunderbolt explains how he 
never betrayed the gang.

Lightfoot proposes another heist—robbing the 
same company as before—with a variation on the 
original plan, since Lightfoot inadvertently killed 
their electronics expert, Dunlap, in his rescue of the 
fleeing preacher. In the city where the bank is lo-
cated, the men find jobs to raise money for needed 
equipment while they plan the heist.

The robbery begins as Thunderbolt and Red gain 
access to the building. Lightfoot, dressed as a wom-
an, distracts the Western Union office's security 
guard, deactivates the ensuing alarm, and is picked 
up by Goody. Using an anti-tank cannon to breach 
the vault's wall, as they did in the first heist, the 
gang escapes with the loot. They flee in the car, with 
Red and Goody in the trunk, to a nearby drive-in 
movie in progress. Upon seeing a shirt tail protrud-
ing from the car's trunk lid, the suspicious theater 
manager calls the police and a chase ensues. Goody 
is shot and Red throws him out of the trunk onto a 
dirt road, where he dies.

Red then forces Thunderbolt and Lightfoot to stop 
the car. He pistol-whips them both, knocking them 
unconscious, and kicks Lightfoot violently in the 
head. Red takes off with the loot in the getaway 
car but is again pursued by police, who shoot Red 

several times, causing him to lose control of the car 
and crash through the window of a department 
store, where he is attacked and killed by the store's 
vicious watchdog.

Escaping on foot, Thunderbolt and Lightfoot hitch 
a ride the next morning and are dropped off near 
Warsaw, Montana, where they stumble upon the 
one-room schoolhouse—now a historical monu-
ment on the side of a highway—moved there from 
its original location in Warsaw after the first heist. 
As the two men retrieve the stolen money, Light-
foot's behavior becomes erratic as a result of the 
beating.

Thunderbolt buys a new Cadillac convertible with 
cash, something Lightfoot said he had always want-
ed to do, and picks up his waiting partner, who is 
gradually losing control of the left side of his body. 
As they drive away celebrating their success with 
cigars, Lightfoot, in obvious distress, tells Thunder-
bolt in a slurred voice how proud he is of their 'ac-
complishments', and slumps over dead.

Thunderbolt snaps his cigar in half (as there no 
longer is a celebration), and with his dead partner 
beside him, he drives off down the highway into the 
distance.

Thunderbolt and 
Lightfoot

Everybody's got a thing
But some don't know how to handle it
Always reachin' out in vain
Accepting the things not worth having 
but

Don't you worry 'bout a thing
Don't you worry 'bout a thing, mama
Cause I'll be standing on the side
When you check it out

They say your style of life's a drag
And that you must go other places
But just don't you feel too bad
When you get fooled by smiling faces 
but

Don't you worry 'bout a thing
Don't you worry 'bout a thing, mama
Cause I'll be standing on the side
When you check it out...Yeah
When you get it off...your trip
Don't you worry 'bout a thing...Yeah
Don't you worry 'bout a thing...Yeah

Don't you worry 'bout a thing
Don't you worry 'bout a thing, mama
Cause I'll be standing on the side
When you check it out...
When you get it off...your trip

Everybody needs a change
A chance to check out the new
But you're the only one to see
The changes you take yourself through

Don't you worry 'bout a thing
Don't you worry 'bout a thing, pretty 
mama
Cause I'll be standing in the wings
When you check it out

Don't you worry 'bout a thing

[REPEAT and FADE]

"Don't You 
Worry 'Bout 

A Thing"

STEVIE WONDER
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A SPECIAL book prize was awarded to Dr A.D. Lazarus on Wednesday morning 
this week by the American Consul General, Mr Edward H Holmes.

Dr Lazarus, former Principal of Sastri College and former President of the Natal 
Indian Teachers Society received the prize from the voice of America.  In a letter to 
Dr Lazarus, Mr Phil Irwin of the VOC Breakfast Show explained Dr Lazarus’ recent 
letter addressed to the VOA Breakfast Show had been selected at random and had 
won a publication of the National Geographic Society.

“Iit’s our way of saying thank you for writing to us to just a small sample of our 
world-wide audience”, reads an extract from the letter.

The presentation of the prize was made at the offices of the United States Informa-
tion Services in Smith Street.  
Dr Lazarus is pictured with Mr Holmes after the presentation.

US BOOK PRIZE 
FOR LAZARUS
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COMMENTS FROM OUR FACEBOOK GROUP 

Heidi Green:  I can still hear them shouting at Warwick Ave bus rank. It 
sounded like nanana

Ishaan Blunden:  All stops Mobeni, All stops Mobeni, 6,7
 
Sanjay Sash: taking a bus was an adventure itself . and the bus names 
. beatrice street on a saturday afternoon was the place were everybody 
met to take the buses to Res Hills , Phoenix etc . Queen Street was for 
Chats . Taxis are so boring now ...
 
Rashid Ally: Da condi shouting & bus fumes & da dirt of used tickets 
and stompies. BUT da ice cream vendors were da best becos licking an 
ice cream kept u in pleasure. Mmm
 
Shereen Bagwandin: My sister and I took the bus everyday to school 
from Crescent Street, Overport to Durban Indian Girls High school. It 
was 5 cents per trip. The nickel 5cents. Then after school from the rank 
near Scalas. Then we moved to Quarry Road in Clare Estate and we took 
the Reservoir Hills or Vasity Bus because they both used to pass the old 
bridge. We got off at Munshi's Corner. Bring back those lovely memo-
ries.
 
Mark Royeppen: Music Queen was the talk of town people from Parlock 
and Newlands waited in lines for that bus
 
Aubrey Pillay: My Dad was a bus driver and we were so proud of it coz 
we believed only Specially Skilled men could drive such a huge Vehicle - 
the Ranks in Warwick Triangle was always abuzz !
 
Fatima Peer: Ice creams in the bus was definitely highlight
 
Cheryl Bissessor Bhana: Fatima Peer.did u go to Girls High?
 
Fatima Peer: Yep Cheryl
 
Fatima Peer: Class of '94
 
Cheryl Bissessor Bhana: Fatima Peer. Oh ok you a Spring chick! Lol I 
had a Fathima Peer in my class. 78/79.

Fatima Peer: Lololololol if u insist *grin*
 
Cheryl Bissessor: Bhana Fathima you would have been there when my 
mum in law was principal. Am I correct?
 
Fatima Peer: Mrs D Singh I think was principal
 
Sulochana Chilka Smith: mark i remember the music queen. It was the 
only good bus in newlands. I remember the clare estate bus rank behind 
the fire station.
 
Cheryl Bissessor Bhana : Yep,I think You right Fatima!
 
Sarita Shirley Jaichand: That was my bus rank too .Lots of my grand-
parents buses--ELITE- used to be there.Good old days--make me nostal-
gic.
 
Uben Naidoo: Protea tour bus company running 6 7 via mobeni bra
Owned by my late father V S Naidoo
 
Ragchmat Johnson: The trip from Greenwood Park to the rank was 
always amazing
 
Nazeera Shaik: I stayed across the warwick rank......the diff colors and 
calling out warangal road is what i won't forget....the 6/7 buses were al-
ways the smartest....always waited for the best bus to jump in....with the 
cool coach seats....also that guy selling chips cool drink lollipops and ice 
cream on the overport buses.....
 

Keeran Sewsunker: getting off at phoenix bus rank and walking across 
to the chats/merebank one to visit family in merebank. on the return trip 
dad would buy the "ice cold guava juice" sold by the "mobile traders"

Keeran Sewsunker: for years I wondered why we took the Warangal 
road bus but were going to merebank!
 
Ganas Pillay: I remember the Victoria Street rank opposite the old 
squatters market .Buses ' for the different destinations were parked 
there. Warwick Avenue near the old Sastri College off Winterton Walk 
and Lorne St. came after that.
 
Reshaad Nassiep: Running to catch the bus as it was leaving; only for the 
driver to spend more time waiting as his conductor called out for more 
passengers. "Walk to the back " was the catch phrase.
 
Buddy Govender: Buses 'parked' halfway over the intersection of Bea-
trice St and Albert St as if they were about to leave......and we 13 years 
olds wanting to get to Springfield grounds in a hurry for our Sat game 
which started at 1pm.....bus drivers telling us that they are leaving now 
so that we get on and......then find about 4 buses behind ours leave BE-
FORE us!!!!!! LOL
 
Reshaad Nassiep:  walk inside walk inside
 
Niresh Bhagwandin: Student bus fare in early 70s was 4 cents from Clare 
Estate rank to Sastri College. 2 cents from Sydenham on the green mam-
ba.
 
Zainul Aberdeen: peek hour trying to fit everyone in..
 
Peter Crowder : Used to use the 2nd River or Banks road bus to get to 
Adams Flats Mayville. We could also use Ridge View rd or Booth road 
bus. Bus fare was 5 cents. Before that a tickey...one way. The rank was in 
warwick ave...before that it was where the bridge was built near the top 
market. The buses had no glass windows just a canvas to roll up or down 
depending on the wheather.
 
Kausalee Naidoo: living in Scala and hearing the conducters calling the 
passengers so early in the morning.miss the noise and the hustle and 
bustle of the rank
 
Ahmed Suleman: Red Hill why Not
 
Ahmed Suleman: The conductor manouvering between standing passen-
gers issuing a ticket & collecting the fares
 
Buddy Govender: The conductors deeeep pockets that he reached into to 
get change.......remember that?
 
Reaz Moorad: The "condies" or bus conductors with a handful of 
change yelling "bussies" "bussies" lol
 
Zainul Aberdeen: Sudesh Ramdas of Springfield Safari Tours died yes-
terday at 43 years old.
Died in accident. Funeral today at 330pm Clare estate crematorium
 
Vigie Carim: Running for the bus (behind Fire Station) and got on whilst 
it was moving and lost my watch. Found it the next morning crushed.
 
Alan Chetty: THE GOOD OLD DAYS /LOVED IT
 
Prea Bhim: those were da days !
 
Rashid Ally: Can anyone remember the names of some buses. Eg. Trim-
liner, golden Eagle, Active
 

What are your memory's of the different Bus Ranks?
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Seventy athletes and officials representing the Natal Primary School Board, 
photographed before their departure by bus from Sastri College last week to partici-
pate in the South African Primary Schools championships in Kimberley this week.

OFF TO NATIONAL SPORTS 
MEETING IN KIMBERLEY

The Coastals Darts Club carried off all the major awards at the annual presentation 
of awards of the natal darts Union held at the Himalaya Hotel last weekend.  The pic-
ture shows a happy group of players and supporters of the club after the 
presentation.

Coastals Darts Club 

Shireen Nair, of Springfield Model, who returned an outstand-
ing performance in the Natal Primary Schools’ championships 
held at the Croftdene pool. A strong back stroke and free style 
swimmer, she is expected to be in the Natal team for the inter-
provincial friendly which takes place shortly at Port Elizabeth. 

Members of the triumphant Spearman Lads Club, of Mayville who bagged the Coke 
Knockout Cup and prize and finished fifth in the South Natal Grand Challenge com-
petition seen after the presentation last week 

CONCENTRATION is written on the face of Manning Rang-
ers’ goalkeeper, Jaya Naidoo, as he watches Mickey Pillay rush 
to clear the ball. The other Rangers’ player who has also come 
to Jaya’s aid is Chi Lazarus. The man with his bottom in the 
air is a Maritzburg City member. His name? It’s anybody’s 
guess. Rangers won 2-1. 

VERULAM SUBURBS’ Henry Oliver does his high-stepping 
act in Sunday’s Mainstay League match against Aces United at 
Curries Fountain. Oliver banged in his team’s first goal. 
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CURRENT ADVERTS AND NEWS

The Casbah is currently being read by over 50 000 
people if not more!  We are offering you an oppor-
tunity to reach thousands at the click of our button.

Our advertising pricing is obviously ‘old school’ but 
our coverage world-wide! 

Cost of Advertising:
Full page – R1 000 (One Thousand Rands Only)
Half page – R500 (Five Hundred Rands Only)
Quarter page – R300 (Three Hundred Rands Only)
Business Card - R100 (One Hundred Rands Only)

To get your ad into our next edition, 
call Farhana 079 891 7899 
or email us on 
greystreetcasbah@gmail.com

Advertise in 

‘The Casbah’ 
and get YOUR Brand & Business 
noticed by over 75 000 people…. Catch Ishaan & Buddy ‘chooning’ Casbah on Alan Khan’s ‘Walk The 

Talk’ show on Lotus FM every month

The next show is on 18th September 2014 at 7pm 
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