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“Service Before Self”
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Himulaya hotel oundey L0 w300 lete June 1986.

Gentlemen, ﬁgcmé
I.',U\_th. A Q

It 1s,xragret and pleasure I preeent thils report. Regret wnen I

took o6ver the Chalrmenehlp of thls Leglon.. There wes notning to

gulde me...no corgispogdeqce, Eg_documentation, no funds and very

11ttle help from mywCo S1tte¥ members with the gxception of our,

Vice-Cnzlirman ¥Mfe G Do Pzdayches who met me from time to time.!

o, Plcasure, notnwithstendling the daunting task shead of me, sjnce }he
X mantle of responsliblllity rested on my shoulders, I had to Fdlehizad.
yf #What hae been achleved in my short term in offlce has n&vsr Leen
% done £ince our Leglon wes formed 1n 194% 1. . oWilth the gxceptlion v

of Twenty Two Plots of Lend 1n Asherville for gx-Servicemen when
I mede viz ourcus represantation @s the founder Secpretary of our
Orgenisetlion to the Durbsn Clty Council, in the gzry Fiftles.
Now z& I sit here typing this report the blicest break throuzh has
come tHTTUsh... I have Just received e telexrem from the Miniester
of Health end Welfars tr. L. Lzthrads M. P. in the House of Delezatess
which rezdec. " To ilre Go.HeVerms 185 Clayton Re & Syliitieh , I refer
£G your regpresentstlion To. arding Jezr Yeisrans Tanclone. I sm pleceed
£o znnounce Thot at the iinleters Gourcil me:ting held thils morning,
It wee axre that with effcct from 1_993999;¢;9§§mall_}g@iag;ggr_
VeTerans receive exzctly thé Eg5me pension ss thelr white Counteexpar’
ihat 1o, R196.00 plus en sdailtionel smount of R15.00 pEr month,
o totsel of Hals...CC per month. e wlll acnleve perity 1n war
Vetecrzne Fenclon with effect from 1 Cotoper 1086."  Sizned
LT T. Rathrada.T..¢. gentlé men this ls the createst newe we have
Ted for & long time end the principle of Power thering 1in keeplng
with the reform prosrsmne proclalmed by the Stote Presldent to us
who gave €0 much in the service of our country 1lg recoynlissd end
belnz mede & reallly, gepeclglly in a time of economle depreselon.
Cur deep appreclatlon end hesrtfelt thanks must go to our
Chiel Minlster Mre Anmlchand Ra jbanel, Hre I. Kathreda Minister of
Health and welfars snd otosr Membsre of Parlisment In the Houge
of Delegabes WHOEE untirlne & fforte have brought about this Parliy
in Penslons.....No reform can proce=d smoothly unleegs our 3lack
spd Colour«¢d Counterparts 4o not recelve ths ceme rarity..o..1te
now up Lo Lhe isxecutlves of the Cape UOrpe cervicemen & Lx-wervicemn
Orggnisstlion toO apueal to the House of ﬁepreeentatives.....l cenrnot
gpesk for sSleck dar Veterans, though I would 1i1ke to GO0e...sBut I

do remember Chlefassy many tlme ij%é'he would not 11ke anybody tu
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A meeting was celled(Committee) for the year 1984..T0o discuss Poppy
dey end wreatn laying. Thres persone attended thls meetlng...cSec.
My, Charles P111al, Vice Cahlrma Mr. G.D. Padaychee and myself..

no othsr committes members were present. During thls get together
collection of funds for Poppy Day was discusged...oubseguently
funds were collected and wWreaths were 1413 on Rememberapce Day at
the Durosn Cenotaph and our War memorlal in Nicols Bguare in 1984.
In 1885 I 1leid Wreaths at the Durbcn Cenotaph on Delville Wood
Memorial Service snd Rememberancse Day, unfortunately because of
3ur poor commlttee we dld not hold a Memorial Service at our
Memoriel, which we must do In the near future.



Christmas Hampers.

During December 1984, I personally went %o the Cffices of the S.A.
Legion and collscted Kmze Hemper in the form of Vouchers to the
value of Fifteen Rands and delivered them to the Dirsctor of
Aged Home in Daygnand fardene for kmmzkzaxz® War Veterans resldent
in Dayanend Gerdens and Cleyton Gerdene home for the Aged at
conciderable time and EXpensee, since I wes then llving 1n a flet
st Isiplingo Beach egnd the Aged Home 1s 1n Chateworth.. I contacted
Mr, Pilley our becrstary to publicise in the prese and g2t more
grocery vouchers for our indigent War Veterans, put I had & negatlve
r6EpPONSE.vel understend Mr. Pillay has Hotel Connectlions and hils
Hotel business naturally has to supersede his voluntary service.
Gentlemen please rember , Our Moto reads, "Not for Ourselves
but for others. " eei'B

A scamber 1985 was much egsler for me. In that Mrs. Bachher
asked me to submit nsmes of indigent Wasr Veterans, thies I did

coplee of nameeg herewlth , sndxyauyg Gpocery Vouchers wWere posted

to resldents bothrin Chatsworth and Sy%fnham.' ey Uaeles X (s
A0 stes hidwhes e B¢ D Es F Depuedes Crifs i cz 5 Gun

February 1985. R 'wqfagwu) \\J e m e S va' et S -

I moved to Clayton Garden Home Sydenham from Islpingo Beach. Thougt
I was nearer the city, I d1d not have en accese to a telephong..
Thls mede my work very difficulte.e..I nad to use the General Ufflce
Fhone eapd,sach csll pk cost me Twenty Cents. I contacted the
Secretary end told hime where I was and that he wae to come and

cee me end work oubt e plan of asction andesleo told him that I did
not neve a phone which left me wilthout any communication. I eleeo
wanted nim to contect Mre galceo Dookile Minister of tousing

on the Cato Manor Houelng lssue, eince I know & number of war
Veterane who were deprlved of theivhoms and lend in Cato Manor

and make representatlon on their benslf...Unfortunately 1 had

e necative response, he did not come LO BEE€ MEo I met Mr., Jerriler
ouP Ireacurer st Clayton Gans. Home and told hlm that he ghould
take a more active pert in our work, thle he promiced to do and
that was thet...The next hime I 3poke to Mre Jerrler on the phone
when he was informed thet I was on the Fund Relelng Committee of
the Arysn Bensvolent Home Council and that I had rgised aconsideable
amout of money Sponsoring Cottases at the Clayhten Gdpe. Home, 1n
which he saye he wae intetereted...Further conversation was 1in
connection with the pronoeed Meetlng with the Minleter of Defence
den. Magnue Malen at Durban Louie Afrport, which did not take

place because of the General's 1illnecs.

“yentually my phone was insteglled, after representation belng made
by t he S.A. Leglon and Memhers of the H.Co XTAXA

Reporte were published 1n the press in which I esked Wer Veterans
to contasct me for their Welfasre neecs, TtCoes My work then sterted
in earnest, getting calle from Trsnevsal, Martlzburg, Fort
Shepetone, Phosnlx , Chateworth on varlinue mstters.....1 created

a contect line attendlng to various matters.....hetween the HoD

and their officeeg 1pn Stancer St..eee0e.0s met nOth Mlnleters of
Heelth and welfare and Chlef Mipieter Mr. Rajbansl and vigrously
took up the Matter of Wwar Veterans Penslon with....This entzlled

a lot of correspondence, both to them and to the Medla....

Lettere here for your peruscl.
ME_QPEOLE@EEQZMgg_lgg@lgg_gz_ggﬁgicame throuch on 28th. Auzust
1985...Thie gave me edded muecle and clout....e«I not only attended
tn Wiar Veterans hut to other pepsiopers, wldows, orphsre and
Aleanhled PETEONFoscaceces dappy to =8y through my «ffort I memecad
to pestore mseny pension and Alcebllity grants which were stopped.




M.QsT.H.'S

Our Vice-Chairman Mr. Fadaychee met Mr. Moulton the Head of MOTH
in Durban...The out come of this meeting was that the doors were
now open for Indlan War Vetersns to Join this orgenisatlon. Manyof
them have done =o, Letters tothls effect were sent to the CO,
543 Jalsena end COC. Natal Command.

Conference.

I wae 1nvlited to atéend the Conference of the S.A., Legione..
Unfortunstely I could not go and asked Mr, Padaychee to represent
U, I later attended the Civie Reception hosted by the Mayor

in the Jubiles Room, Clty Hell.....Even at thils soclal occasion

I kept elamming cn the blatant dlecriminstion of our Pension with
celegates from all over South Africa.

Soclel Occasions.

I vae invited to the Paseeing Out Parsde of the SAP. by the Commissi,
of Police Port Netal Division end OC SAS Jslsena ssveral times to
attend theese functicns, which I did. 0 Woo cfre firsvere Ar e (
ceplboens p He NOFHAT v C"/’s/rc_‘. Mester G, Heo bearvjov b2 R ferwge

Meeting With Minilster of Defapce Geperal Magnus Melan. (Y |fu hLlHa

.

A mesting wze hald at Maherenl Hotel wlth Gzneral M2lon the Mlnistey
of Defence and our Members. Amongst other thinge discuessed, the
qusstion of Delville Wood Yemorizsl Servies Contigent arose and I

m
wee glven to understand s representetive wae already chosen to
accompany thie group....dt that time I wWas uneware who the gentlema:
WeSe.,.voss I dlscusced bais meatter with Mr. Logan Chetty. M.P. for
Chateworth..¥lth ths result a telegrsm was eent to Mr. Chetty %o
make reprssentation on our behelf to Include Two Members of ourp
ixecutive to be =zlso be included wlth +thle contigent.

Q Mr. Logesn Chetty further arren~cd = Meetlnp with Generel Neil
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N
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Webeter, Heed of War Veterans Adminletration et the Grosvenor Hotel.
In the meantime, I had a number of telsphone celle from HOD in

Cape Town in reply to my letter regarde our request...I wze informed
that one percon wae alraady seclacted end there may be g poseibility
to 1nclude another,R.As Chairmen of our leglon I stevped down and
volunteered to zivé my plasce to Mr. Pillsal our Secretary.

A further point came to 1lght at that msetlng was that Mr. Manna
Govendsr our past Chalrmsn wes 0fflclally eelected by the S.A.Tezion
to g0 to this Memorizl Service in Nothern Frsnce. I now appeal to
both Mr. Manne Govender and Mr, Fllley that both of them have been
honoured to aceompany thle dlcstuingulshed contlingent heauded by The
State Presesident Mr. Fo W. Botha...Minleters from the Houss of Asss=mb]
HeOoD. House of Representative, Senior Mambers of SADF, S4 Alrforce
The Nevy....They both go Jointly 1in the nzme of our lezion. To
carry themeelves with dlgnity and honour as our service to S.a.

goee back to the Boer War, when the Fsther of the Indien Nation,

the late Mahetma Gandhl donned the same type of kakhl uniform ae
we.did.

Another point emerced at this meeting with Genersl Wenhcter, xhnakwe
EANXNENXRARAMIAXAX that the doors 1= now open for ue to hecoms s

full member of the S,4. Leglon by peying a memhership fee of RlPeo..
Thls agsin 12 an importent bresk torouzh as you 31l are awsre, that
we have been trylng for meny yesrs to become 2 fully fledged member
of the S.A. Legion but s clanae regtricted us from membership,

Thls wae further confirmed by Commandant Strachan Chalrmsn of S.4.

Leglon when I met, nim  at the Yeyoral Surndasy at the Durhan Clty
Hall 25th. Moy 1996......s Cnlanel otreschen aleo eumwested that
g€ince werex we s=re tie Sustbndlan of our dar Yenorisl we ceuld do
Juetlio:s o vy Fall

-Len comrzd e, Ihils I appeed to.
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I mst the Chalrman of the Csto Manor Reeldents Accoclaticn Mr.
neld Farshotam st & meeting at the 3ellalr ZRoad Community Centre
Mayville..eRegards War Vetsrane 1in Czto Mznor who were disposced
because of the Group Areas AcCt...o... Any War Veteran or membere
of thelr <f£aiky family ere ssked to contact The Chalrman of CMRA.

Mr. Parshotam about eny claim tney may have on Housing at Cato
Manor..... Phone, 811981.

Obltuaries.

Our condolencee and eympathiee g0 to the femilies of Servicemen and
Ex-Servicemen who have passed away.

Thanks 1{;
?& i it

v
Mg=xm gatlitude end Thanks to the Geteman Minleters Council Mr.
Amlchand Hajbanis, Welfare Minister Mr, Ismall Kathrad, Mr. Logen
Chetty M.P, Chateworth and other Membere of Par liament 1n the
HOD for help on Pensions snd for nsving a spokesman to represnt us
in the HOD.....Dally News, Post, Leader , Natal Mercury for Medls
Coverage....54BC for News BroadcaSt......S4. Leglon and CK Bazaar
for Chrietmas Hampers, The Aryan Benevolent Home Council for

forgot to mentlion who has helped me to make my task a 1littls easier.

Thank you gentlemen for beélng present here todsy.

GURUDUTT VARMA. , CHAIRMAN,
2 /-’f‘
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INDIAN SERVICEMEN & EX-CERVICEMEN'S LEZION,

lst., June 1984.

182 Clzyton Road Ccydenhsam
DURBaN__ 4091

iag . il crr
Diwall Gifte....The Directors of the Himalaya Hotel and Grosvenor !
Hotel for allowing us use of their premlees snd enybody whom I have

bt
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Reference : MD/IVA/317/5
Enquiries : Brig P 5 Cilliers

/ Septamber 13933

The Chairman

Indian Servicemen & Fx-Servicemen's Leasue
1A Clayton Gardens 'lome

139 Clayton Road

Sydenham

DURBAN

4091

Dear 'Ir Guruduts VYarma
INDIAYN WAR MENORIAL COMDMITTEER

Recoipt of your letter dated 29 July 1Yod together with the Tonstitution
and Rules of the Indian Var ferorinl Committee, is herchy achnowlad.ed,

= the Committee will he very anccessiul in achi-ving thn
v out in the Cenakitution and we wish you every <uccess in

It is hapaed tha
ob 'jre.rt*w"! 33 88
your ventura,

Tours faithfully in vetaran friendship

(G J P Dz WACIHTZR)
CHIEF OF MILITARY VETERAN
ADHINISTRATTON « LT-GEN

PSC/MC



INDIAN  SERVICEMEN & EX-SERVICEMEN'S LEGION
INDIEN DIENSPLIGTIGE EN OUD-DIENSPLIGTIGE LEGIOEN

1 A.CLAYTON GARDENS HOME

189 CLAYTON ROAD, SYDENHAM

PHONE: ooy 2§97 §2 - DURBAN 4091
' 7 SOUTH AFRICA.

30th. July 1988.

Our Ref.:
Your Ref.:

COL. Re C. Andersen :

Netionsgl Chairman

Council of Military Veterans' Organisation
of South Africa.

Private Bag X685

PRETORIA 0001,

I am in receipt of your letter dzted 13th. July 1988 for which I
thank you. (ewgeiler
I am happy to note that you will,our applicaticn for meémbership

of the Councll of Military Vetersns' Crmganisation.

Qur Lszlon waes formed after World War 11...1945 and included
Wer Veterzns (Indian) frcm World Wer 1., and the Indian War
Memorial Ccmmlttee formed during 1919.

As wWe Were barred from vecoming members of Whits Ex-Service
Orzanisation and got no nelp and gupport from the then Unlom-Dzfenc
Force we nad to go 1t glone. whset was tragic znd szd _thst ws were
not sven allowed to March with our Whits counterpzart and lay a
Wregth with them on Rememberence Day and Dslvills wood, thouzh

a numosr of Indlans lost thelr lives in the battls of Somme..Francs
let elons Zast a4frice and Weestern Dessrt during world Wsr 11.

Our tssk was a formidable one, rejectsd snd discriminated agsinst
wlth ths help of our comrunity we attended thz nseds of Thousznd
of Ex-3zrvicemen who voluntssred to servs Scuth Africs.

After much corresnondence and rapressnistion perity of pension wsas
grented to us with effct from Cctober 1984. We thsn took up the
metter of 3lack Waer Vetsrans pencion and I fsel we have hed coms
good newe 1n thls dirsctlon. 4s yet we havs not received parity

of pension for Indisn War Widowe and wives of Indian Ix-terviczmen
and we agre working in this direction zand also the "Mesns Test"
walch you will agree 1is still discrimnatory. Housing need for our
Members sre very lmpgortant too,=2nd we are hopeful the Houss of
Delezates wlll come to our assistance.

In 1364 our Leglon accepted members serving with the 3.AD.F, which
includsd S.a.S. Jalsenz. 4s soon as funds are avalladle we willl’
be abls to recrult hundreds of present and past members of the
Denec. Jzlgens.

Znclossd herewlth please find a Gopy of our Constitution, togsther
wlth Nemes of commlttee membsre and a few reports that may be of
interest to you. j

Thank you oncs agaln, T Ry

- Al =

Yours falthfully “'/e f

Gurudutt Varmse. J.P. Chelirman.

“Service Before Self”’

[}



INDIAN  SERVICEMEN &  EX-SERVICEMEN'S LEGION
INDIEN  DIENSPLIGTIGE EN  OUD-DIENSPLIGTIGE LEGIOEN

1 A.CLAYTON GARDENS HOME
189 CLAYTON ROAD, SYDENHAM

PHONE \Z8Es=5 28}7 ‘7?21 " DURBAN 4091

SOUTH AFRICA.

Our Ref.:

Your Ref.: 517 February 1987.

Dear Mr. Du Plessis,

We are dis-hsartensd to once morereasd thet you have not mentioned
-“pardity of Pensions Ffor Slack Wer Veterans in your Mini-Budzet. .. .
After much representetlion, parity of Pensions for Indiazn and Coloured
Ex-Servicemen was approved lste last year. We had hoped thet
€imilezr considerztion would hsve been glven to 3lack War Veterzne,
This would heve been in keeping with the State President's stateme
that "4partheid is Outdated.”

;&L 3
It 1s cnly people like us, who cdeged bombs and bullets and went
through the muck and mire of Ezs¥ 4fricaz, Western Desert, Italy
and Burma during World Wer 2 can really feel for Black War Veterar:
who do not, g0y representztion irn Perliament.

4t the recent opening of The Delville Wood Museum in Fresnce. Much
comménts were made on the service performed by Black soldliers, dur .ng
Two World Wars and the wrong dons to 3lack voluntesrs. In tne

presence of Stgte President iMr. P. We Botha =nd Forelgn dignitaries
Mr. Justice doteyn said, '"We stand, to a large extent, condemned fc-
not acknowledging the role played by Blacks in the Wars'. :

If Mr. Justice is the spckesman for the conscicnce of the S. 4.
Government and sincere in whst he sald, parity of pensions must

bs given to Black ix-Servicemen.

Many 3leck War Vetersns hsve passed away, those that are still alive
are still euffering the aftermszth of World War 2. With the
esceleting cost of living and G.5.T. at a high level, parity of
pension 1s absolutely necesssry to keep their bellies full end

make thelr lives reasonszbly comIfortadle.....they are very epecial
people. 2

I ﬁﬁﬁf that our appeal is favourably consideWed.

Youre sin eﬁi}y
. LR

LRI ) B’ ® 8 fbbsg—urs s 6 8 0 s 0O

Gurudutt

g, Chalrman Indian Servicemen & Ex-Servicemen's leglion.

“Service Before Seif”
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MR G R VARHA
189 CLAYTON ROAD SYDENHAM
DURBAN

I REFER TO YOUR REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING WAR VETEREANS PENSIONS.

I AR PLEASED TO ANMOUNCE THAT AT THE MINISTER'S COUNCIL
MEETING HELD THIS MORNING, IT WAS AGREED THAT WITH EFFECT
FROM 1 OCTOBER 1986 ALL INDIAN WAR VETERANS RECEIVE EXACTLY THE
SAINE PENSLOM AS THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS, THAT IS, R198.0U PLUS
AN ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF R15.00 PER MONTH - A TOTAL OF R213.00
PER MONTH. WE WILL ACHIEVE PARITY IN WAR VETERANS
PENSION WITH EFFECT FROM 1 OCTOBER 1986

MR 1 KATHRADA NP

COL 6 R 189 1. 1986 R1987.00 R15:00 R213.00 1 1986 I
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