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Beloved 
Gandhi 

THE LEGACY 
OF GANDHI 
Like all great historical fig­
ures, MAHATMA GANDHI 
was a very controversial 
man. His philisophy of life 
and his religious practices 
stemmed largely from Vedic 
Scriptures. What is certain 
is that he moved millions 
and millions of people to act 
for freedom and dignity 
againts imperialism. The 
main field of the Mahatma's 
activity was politics; it is 
here that his dedication to 
freedom and J·ustice find 
their avenues of expression. 

MAY HIS SPIRIT GUIDE US TO THE RIGHT PATH. 
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··••••• • Gandhi - the myths behind the 
legend 
By 1904, South Africa's coloured and India rr- -c1>l'ffiifuriif{; '; had started a 
slow journey 
towards political 
had at last found 
to champion their 
other a doctor 

awareness. Leaderless for many years, both groups 
men 
causes. One was a young lawyer called Gandhi - the 

named Abdurahman. Gandhi was a firm believer in race and class 
divisions -
Abdurahman in an alliance between coloureds and whites. Before long 
both would be 
taught painful lessons ... 

T 
INV, SKELETON-THIN, TIMID and painfully shy, 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi could never be 
described as an imposing figure. But for almost four 
decades he directed a· political philosophy which blo,,: 

~somed briefly in South Africa, emerged triumpha11t in In-
- - dia and took root i dozens of other countries. Called 

passive resistance, it offered to millions of rightless (and 
usu~lly weaponless) people around the globe a non-
violent option in the universal fight for political rights. 
As his popularity boomed, often on waves of myth and 
emotion, Gandhi became almost a saintly figure in the eyes 
of his followers. Yet the young lawyer who arrived in 
souther11 Africa i11 1893 was no saint. A more apt descrip­
tion would be 'racial purist' and supporter of class segre­
gation. For certainly the Gandhi who lived and 
campaigned in South Africa was a far cry from the states­
manlike Ga11dhi who in the 1920s played such a strong 
unifying role;,, the struggle to break the British strangle­
hold on the I11dian sub-contine11t. Indeed, when he cut his 
ties with South Africa in 1914 South African India11s 
showed few political gains and in many ways were as 
divided as ever. 
Gand~Lcame to South Africa for two reaso11s only: 

r~--- mori-ey (] 105 for 12 months I work was . a princely SAJm i 'l 
~ those days); and to resurrect a floundering legal career. His 

new bosses, members of an elite caste, were as uncom­
promisingly racist as their white counterparts i'l their deal­
ings with Africans. And Gandhi was no exception. When 
Transvaal authorities built separate entrances in public 

0 buildings for blacks and whites, it was he who agitated for 
further segregatio11 between Indian and African. It was un-



fair, he argued, to expect lTldians to share facilities with 
savages. 0Tl aTlother occasioTl he said: 'About this mixing 
of the Kaffirs with the lTldiaTls, I confess I feel most stroTlg­
ly. I think it is very unfair on the !Tldian population and it 
is an undue tax on even the proverbial patience of my coun­
trymen.' 
Yet Indian society itself was divided into three distinct 
classes: IT\deTltured (or contract) labourers (see page XXX) 
were by far the majority and made up the lowest class -
without rights aTld desperately poor, they were shameless-
ly exploited by both their white masters and their own 'su­
perior' classes; Although ex-iTldentured workers (those 
who had completed their coTltracts aTld had decided to stay 
in southerTl Africa) made up a rapidly expandi,g middle­
class, by far the dominaT1t group in the Indian communi-
ty was a small, upper-caste Gujerati 'merchant class'. Un­
like the indentured workers who had been driven to Natal 
by poverty in India, the merchants had voluntarily decided 
to come to the country~ Once they established themselves, 
they used their greater finan~ial resources to swallow up 
most of the businesses of ex-indentured workers. By the 
turT\ of tt1e century almost all the wealth in the Indian ·com­
munities of Natal and Transvaal was concentrated in the 
ranks of this group. . 
Ironically, it was their adroitness at accumulating 
wealth which forced the mercha,ts into paiTlful political 
decisions iTl the final decade of the 19th ceTltury. !Tl 1894, 
the Natal Legislative Assembly, irked by the growiTlg af­
fluence of IndiaTl businessmen gave ,otice of a law aimed 
at preventing more Asians from qualifyiT\g for the vote. At 
fir .st glaTlce the proposals seemed u,likely to '1arm mer- L-

chaT\t interests. The fact that o,ly 300 lTldiaTls were ~ 

registered voters {as opposed to 10000 whites) was a clear 
indicatioTl of Asian political apathy. But maTly merchaTlts 
saw the threat to their fraTlchise rights as the thiTl end of the 
wedge - aTld they were correct. Discussion on the Fran-
chise Amendment Bill soon took OTl ominous tones. 
PoliticiaTls, supported by newspaper editors, business-
men aTld workers, begaTl to aim most of their barbs at the m~r­
chaTlt class - and as anti-Indian feeling grew, so did 
proposals for addition~l laws aTld by-laws to couTlter the 
'coolie' threat. The worst of these, as far as the merchants 
were concerT\ed, was a proposal to give municipal authori-
ties additioial powers to counter a claimed 'IndiaT\ health 
hazard'. Similar moves by ttie Transvaal governmeTlt -
T\Otably the Tlotorious Law 3 of 1885 - had resulted iTl at­
tempts to move lT\dians to locatioT\s far from the lucrative 
white markets. Now the Natal authorities were embarkiig 
on a similar scheme. 
Merc'1aTlt opposition to the Bill - oversee, by GaTldhi 
- co~sisted of letters to Tlewspapers, statemeT\ts from 
whites vouchiT\g for IT\diaT\ 1 cleanli11ess 1

, protests to the 
British and I11diaT\ goverT\me11ts and a petitioT\ with more 
thaTl 9000 sigTlatures. The sig11ature campai gT\ was the 
most coTlcerted !TldiaTl political actioT\ ever. But it was pre-



r 

cisely for that reason that it backfired. Claiming it was an 

I11dian conspiracy to swamp whites - the total number of 

signatures equalled the number of white voters in Natal -

the authorities concentrated all their energies into per­

suading the British government to agree to the passing of 

the Franchise Bill ... 
A direct result of the anti-Indian campaign in Natal was 

the formation on 22 August 1894 of the Natal Indian co,­

gress - the first 'permanent' political organisation to 

strive for the rights of _ _I_']gj..a_'!l.s_. ___ ..ALtl1.ou_glJ . .:i..!L._J:J1 eQry_ ___ tt _w_~-~ __ _ 

open to all, its ~nual membership fee discouraged all · ··· -·--- -·--·7 

but the very wealthy from joining. Nevertheless, in a sig-

nificant development, many western educated ex-

' indentured workers - their commercial interests also 

threatened by government hints of a reductio11 in the num­

ber of India11 civil servants - joined Congress. Despite 

this, leadership positions and political strategies within 

co,gress continued to reflect merchant interests. 

In 1896 Gandhi returned to India where he started a 

countrywide campaign on behalf of the merchants. It took 

the form of letters to newspapers, interviews with top na~ 

tionalist leaders and a series of public meetings. In South 

Africa Gandhi had shown no interest in indentured wor-

kers, and in fact was remarkably ignorant of their plight. 

But in I~dia he tried to use them as a lever to win c-0nces~ 

sions for the merchants. Thusi in correspondence with In­

dian government ~fficials he argued that the continued 

availability of 'coolie' ·1abour should be made dependent 

on the scrapping of laws which affected the commercial in- ! 

terests of the elite. 
Gandhi's actions led to a British government veto of the 

Fra11chise Bill. As tempers flared, Natal officials claimed 

that I11dians had become the colony's biggest political 

threat. More serious though was the intensity of a11ti­

I11dian feeling among the white worki11g class. Rumours 

(subsequently verified) that at least one Natal company 

planned to import skilled, but cheaper~ Indian workers led 

to a spate of protests and calls for an end to labour imp~r­

tation. 
By the time Gandhi returned to Natal; hostility was 

threatening to spill over into violence. Dai ly dockside 

demonstrations kept him and 800 other passengers on 

board ship , for almost a month as officials tried to defuse the 

situation. When they were finally allowed to disembark, 

Gandhi was assaulted. Only the intervention of the police 

commissioner's wife, who took him into her home, saved 

him from serious injury. Later, as a mob outside the house 

chanted, 'We'll hang old Gandhi from the sour apple tree,' 

officials were forced to disguise him_ as a policeman and 

smuggle him out of a back entrance. 
The British governme11t, meanwhile, alarmed at the up-
roar in the colony offered the Natal authorities a com­

promise. Britain would agree to the passing of the Bill, said 

colonial secretary Joseph Chamberlain, if Indians were not 

specifically mentioned in its provisions. Subtly reword-
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ed, the Franchise Bill was then rushed through the Legis­
lative Assembly. Two more pieces of a11ti-I11dia11 
legislatio11 - the Immigration Restriction Bill and the 
Dealers' Lice11ces Bill - quickly followed. The terms of the 

') lmmigration Bill - prospective immigra11ts had to possess 
]2 • a11d speak English - effectively put a11 e'!ld to !T1diaT1 J~ 

--.- ,~mmigration. But the Dealers' LiceT'lces Bill, which empo- ir' 
-;Jered muT'licipal authorities to refuse tradiT'lg liceT'lces o~ 

--4he grounds of 'iT1saT1itatioT1 1
, coT1taiT1ed even graver im-

pl icatioT'ls for the merchaT"tts. It was a threat to their very ex-
istence. Stu,,ned, they lost all enthusiasm for the fight ~,,d i11 
1901 wheT'I GaT"tdhi returT"ted to I11dia he was coT1ViT1ced that 
the cause of the elite in Natal was lost. 
!Tl 1902 Gandhi was persuaded to retur'!l to South Afri-
ca aT'ld quickly became embroiled i11 Transvaal politics. 111 
1903 he fOUT'lded the 'IidiaTl Opi TliOTl 1 11ewspaper a11d less 
thaT'I a year later started the Phoe,,ix self-help settlemeTlt 
near DurbaT'I. The 'India,, OpiTlioT1 1 especially would play 
an important part in spreadiT'lg the philosophy which gave 
rise to passive resistaT'lce . 

. k~- Under the T'lew British administratioT'I, merchants iT"t the 
dl.J..,,, Tra11svaal believed they would be given greater freedom 

to pursue their commercial interests. But iT"tstigated by 
arch-segregatioT"tists Alfred Milner and Godfrey Lagden, 
the new admiT1istratioT1 tackled the questio,, of separate 
tradiT"tg areas for IndiaT'ls with greater -urgeT'lcy. Law 3 of 
1885 aT'ld the 1 uT1cleaT1liT1ess 1 of !T1diaT1 busi,,ess premises 
again came under the spotlight. U'!lder the Republica,, 
government many mercha'!lts had escaped being moved to 
locations. Now they faced a new threat ... 
Gandhi's response was to lau'!lch a T'lew body - the Brit-
ish !T"tdian Association - to fight evictions. The by T'low 
familiar l ette r-writiT"tg aT'ld petitioT1iT1g followed. LocatioT'ls 
were for 1 kaffirs 1

, 11ot useful ·citizens, he argued in one let­
ter. Lagden's response was to rename the locatioT'ls - they 
became bazaars. Ironically, the need to import 10000 iTl­
deT"ttured labourers to reconstruct the Transvaal railway 
system bought the merchants some time. The Indian 
goverT1meT1t would o'!lly allow labour recruitment if Indi-
ans who had traded before the war were give,, lice11ces to 
trade in their pre-war sites. But more trouble was on the 
way . .. 
It started i11 1906 when the Transvaal government 
passed.a law making it c omp ulsory for Indians over the age 
of eight to carry a Pass bea ring their thumbprint. The Pass­
es had to be carried at all times and had to be produced on 
the demaT'ld of a police officer. 
Indians reacted angrily to the new measure and at a mass 
meeting attended by more than 3000 representatives - in­
cluding a Chinese delegation - the famous Satyagraha 
( 

1 truth force') Oath was take Tl: 110 one would apply for 
registration a11d attempts to eT'lforce the Act would be pas­
sively resisted, it was decided~ 
Gandhi theT'I set off for Lo11don where he woT'I a promise 
from the Colo11ial Secretary, Lord Elgin, that the Act would 
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be withdrawn. But Asian jubilation was shortlived. In 
January 1907 Transvaal became a self-governing colony, 

6 

and the first action of the new administration was to rein­
troduce the Pass law (Act 2 of 1907). This time Lord Elgin 
said: 'Everyone has the right to go to hell in his own way.' 
Despite government threats of jail, barely 500 out of a 
possible 7000 had registered by the deadline of 30 Novem­
ber. On 28 December the first arrests were made. By the end 
of January more than 2000 Asians had been jailed or 
deported. Gandhi himself went to jail several times. But 
then several leading figures in the protest movement left 
the colony rather than face repeated arrest, and amid 
~umours that opposition t~ the Act was about to collapse, 
Gandhi and the Chinese leader, Leung Quin, concluded 
an agreement with Transvaal Colonial Secretary Jan 
Smuts. The terms, according to Gandhi, were that the Act 
would be repealed if everyone registered voluntarily. 
Gandhi, harshly criticised for agreeing to this com-
promise, resolved to be the first to register. But on his way 
to the registration offices he was attacked and beaten up. 
Smuts, who denied promising Gandhi anything, did not 
repeal the Act and the Satyagraha movement degenerat-
ed into chaos with members engaging each other in verbal 
slanging matches. 
The Pathan community was particularly opposed to giv­
ing fingerprints and Gandhi came again under fire when 
it was discovered that he had ac~epted an offer from Smuts 
that wealthy Indians need not give their prints. Although 
Gandhi publically forgave the people who assaulted him, 
privately he tried to stop the radicalisation of his move­
ment. Thus after two other prominent members had been 
attacked, he wrote to Smuts, naming the culprit and sug­
gesting that he be deported under the Immigration Restric­
tion Bill. 'I believe he has no documents,' he wrote. 
In the end, conflict within the movement, bad organisa-
tion and a lack of funds took its toll. _Between 10 February 
and 9 May 1908 most of the Transvaal Asian community 
had voluntarily registered for fingerprinting. After 
promising beginnings, passive resistance had failed its 
biggest test. 
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Abdurahman and the APO 
A hum of expectancy swept through 
the International Winter Gardens in 
Hanover Street, Cape Town, as Ab­
dullah Abdurahman rose to deliver a 
speech which was destined to thrust 
him into the forefront of national po­
litics. 
'We are here,' he began, 'to protest 
against the disabilities that have been 
placed on our fellow-kinsmen in the 



Traqsvaal aqd Orange River 
Coloqy ... 1 

It was 22 March 1904 and a hushed 
silence fell over the crowd as the 
young, Scottish-trained doctor, 
described the qext day by the 'South 
African News' as being 'possessed by 
a thoroughness and thoughtf~lness A 
wanting in many members of tarlia- fC 
ment', continued his address ... 
Two years had passed since the 
Peace of Vereeniging had shattered 
black hopes of 'equal rights for all 
civilised men south of the Zambezi.' 
For the demoralised, leaderless 
coloured commuqities of southern 
Africa, they had been wasted years -
years of waiting in vaiq for British 
government intervention. 
Now a grandson of a slave couple 
was trying to kick them out of their 
political stupor. Abdurahman 1 s 
speech was forceful, prophetic and 
tinged with just enough bitterness to 
prick th~ consciences of his audience. 
Long before he finished speaking he 
had convinced them that at last they 
had found a spokesman who could ar­
ticulately voice their political aspira­
tions. In the coming years they would 
be proved correct. 
Reserving most of his anger for the 
British government, Abdurahman 
lashed out at them for turning a blind 
eye ~o the continued denial of 
coloured rights i~ the northern colo­
nies. And although he praised the po­
litical system of the Cape; where a 
'colour-blind~ qualified franchise ex­
isted, he warned, prophetically: 1 We 
may even expect that the evil effects 
and pernicious influences of the bar­
barism practised in the north may ex­
tend to this Colony, and undo much 
that we gained in the past. 1 

Yet in spelling out the grievances of 
his northern countrymen, Abdurah-
man also demonstrated a racist streak. 
In Brandfort in the Orange River Colo­
ny, the term 1 native 1 included 1 all • 
coloured subjects of his Majesty•, he 
complained. In the same vein, he hit 
out at the regulation which forced 
coloureds to live in locations and to 
ride in cabs marked 'natives ~. Cert~in-



( 

( 

( 

f 

( 

ly, at the start of his political career, 
Abdurahman shared with the majori-
ty of his followers a contemptuous 
dislike of Africans and on at least one 
occasion referred to them as 1 bar-
barous natives'. But as the assault on 
black rights gathered momentum in 
the early years of the 20th century, he 
would be forced into a drastic rethink. 
Within a year of his Winter Gardens 
address, Abdurahman had become 
president of the African Political Or­
ganisation, formed by John Tobi, in 
September 1902 to strive for coloured 
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rights. But the Af.Q.. had failed to keep its promise, allowing 

itself to be torn apart by bitter infighting between support­

ers of the two main white political parties in the Cape -

the Afrikaner Bond and the Progressives. 
Nevertheless it took Abdurahman less than five years to 

rebuild the organisation into a representative mass move­

ment, with 111 branches throughout South . Africa. As the 

~ flourished, so did Abdurahman 1 s stature rise. Already 

a city councillor, he later became a provincial councillor 

and a confidant of many white politicians. And many who 

knew him - both black and white --claimed repeatedly 

that had he been white he would have gone on to become 

one of South Africa 1 s greatest parliamentar,ans. 

At first many of the b.f,Q:s activities under Abdurahman 

continued to focus on · the political plight of coloured peo­

ple in the Orange River Colo~y and the Transvaal. But 

although a string of fiery anti-Afrikaner speeches further 

enhanced his standing among his followers, it had little ef­

fect on the politicians of the former Boer republics. Indeed, 

what emerged quite clearly was that every time Abdurah-

man criticised white-power proponents he was merely 

highlighting the fundamental weakness of black protest 

politics: A commitment to working within the law left its 

activists with few options once their criticisms, com­

promises, pleas and petitions had been rejected. 

An added weakness of early 20th century black politics 

was the reluctance of many organisations to forge any sort 

of unity with groups outside clearly defined 1 tribal' lines. 

Thus, while Abdurahman, proved to be a doughty fighter 

for coloured rights in the northern colonies, he was quite 

prepared (at first, anyway) to see Africans denied that same 

rights. To further complicate matters~ Africans were dee-

:filly suspicious of any moves towards cooperation with A 

- coloureds. 
By 1910, however, Abdurahman had slashed through 

the barriers which divided the two groups. In many ways 

he was forced to. Moves to grant self-government to the 

former Boer republics on the same segregationist terms as 

the Peace of Vereeniging were greeted with alarm by. black 

political groups. Abdurahman, acknowledging the need 

for a massive show of black opposition to these measures, 
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started tentative moves towards cooperation with Afri­
cans. When an U:Q delegation consisting of Abdurahman, 
Matt Fredericks and Peter Daniels went to London in 1906 
to protest against the proposals, they did so on behalf of all 
black people. Although the mission failed, the A..EA'..s new 
stance helped to break down long-standing barriers be-
tween coloureds and Africans. 
In 1907, when the South African Native Congress called 
a crisis meeting to di~cuss the impending unification of 
South Africa, the A£0 was prominently represented. And 
later when a deput"afi"on set off for London to protest against 
the racist provisions of draft South Africa Act (see page 
XXX), Abdurahman and Fredericks were among the 
delegates. 
Abdurahman's tenure as president of the APO lasted 35 
years - until his death in 1940 - and through most of that 
period he was its sole policy-maker. Looking back, his de­
cision to seek closer ties with Africans was a watershed in 
coloured politics. It meant that for the first time coloureds 
had to choose between a less-than-equal alliance with 
white South Africans or unity with the black majority. The 
debate which this sparked continues ... 
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Ganclhi's 
grandson is 
ambassador 
New Delhi ·•• A grandson of Mo­
handas Gandhi has been ap­
pointed ambassador tC> South 
Africa, where the Indian inde­
pendence leader began to c..1-iam­
pion civil rights 100 years ago. 

Gopal Gandhi, now in the 
Indian embassy in London, will 
soon leave for his new job in 
Johaimesburg, a Foreign Minis­
try spokesman said yesterdc1y. 

"I am naturally thrilled 
about the prospect of going to a 
countn· where mv gr:mdfather 
made ~uch a fonrridable reputa­
tion and where my father was 
born/' Gopal Gandhi was quot­
ed as saying yesterday by the 
Press Trust of India. 

His father, Devdas, was 
born in Durbait in 1900 where 
Gandhi was practicing law. 
Three other grandchildren of 
the man India calls '' the ma­
hatma" live in South Africa. 

Gopa.1 Gandhi will be the 
second Indian ambassador to 
South Africa since fom1ing 
diplomatic ties after the collapse 
of apartheid. 

Gandhi's fight for the rights 
of Indians, coloureds and blacks 
at a time when few voices were 
raised against apartheid has en­
deared India to South Africa's 
leaders. - Sapa-AP 
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Gandhi's grandson for SA post 
A GRANDSON of Mohandas Gandhi has been a 
pointed Indian mubt.,.,ador to SA, where the In­
dian independence leader began championing 
civil rights nearly a century ago. 

Gopal Gandhi, now in the Indian embassy in 
London, would take up his new post shortly, the 
Indian foreign ministry said yesterday. 

"I am naturally thrilled about the prospect of 
going to a country where my grandfather made 
such a formidable reputation and where my father 
was born," Gopal Gandhi was quoted as saying by 
the Press Trust oflndia news agency yesterday. 
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• SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY 
NAASHON ZALK 

Mahatma's grandson ... Gopalkrishna Gandhi, author, playwright and high commissioner-desig­nate of India, arrived yesterday in South Africa. His father Devdas Gandhi was born here in 1900. 



\-la.,.~J 

S.A. PRESS CUTTING AGENCY 
(Incorporating Press Clipping Bureau formerly al Essenwood Road, Durban) 

Olflce 23. 2nd Floor. 57 Pine Street, Durban. 4001 
Phone 370403 Fax 374307 Telegraphic Address: "NEWSCUT" 

N■rlfta Prll 

lndi~_nvoy 
arrives in SA 
Johannesburg - Indian high com­
missioner designate Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi arrived in South Africa yes­
terday afternoon to take up his post 
in the country. 

Mr Gandhi, the grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi, will take up his 
official duties when he has handed 
his credentials to President Man­
dela .• 

Describing his arrival in South 
Africa for the first time as II an 
experience beyond compare", he 
said this was a "land where an epic 
struggle has culminated in the right­
ing of a great wrong and the re­
moval of a great shame". - Sapa 
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'Gandhi 
kleinseun ·kom 
in SA aan 
Korrespondent 
JOHANNESBURG: - Mnr. Gopal• krishna Gandhi, aangewese nuwe hoe kommissaris van Indie in Suid­Afrika, het gister in Johannesburg aangekom vir 'n termyn van drie of vier jaar. 

Mnr. Gandhi is die kleinseun van Mohandas Gandhi, die Mahatma, wat in 1893 na Suid-Afrika gekom 

het en 21 jaar lank gebly het om te veg vir die regte van Indiers in die land. 
Mnr. Gandhi, wie se pa, Devdas, in 1900 in Suid-Afrika gebore is, het met sy aankoms gister op die Lug­hawe Johannesburg aangedaan gese dit is moeilik om te beskryf hoe dit voel om die eerste keer sy voete op Suid-Afrikaanse bodem te sit. 
Hy het gese Indie sien uit daarna om in die toekoms nog verder met Suid-Afrika saam te werk op ekono­miese, wetenskaplike • en • tegnolo­giese gebied. 
Mnr. Gandhi was tot onlangs die direkteur van die Nehru-kultuursen­trum in Londen. Hy is ook 'n skrywer en dramaturg. 



Mnr. Gopalkrfshna Gandhi 

Kleinseun van 
Gandhi in SA 
JOHANNESBURG. ·· Mnr. Go­
palkrishna Gandhi, aangewese 
nuwe hoe kommissaris van Indie 
in Suid-Afrika, het gister hier 
aangekom vir 'n termyn van drie 
of vier jaar. 

Hy is die kleinseun van Mo­
handas Gandhi, die Mahatma, 
wat in 1893 na Suid-Afrika ge­
kom en 21 jaar lank gebly het om 
te veg vir die regte van Indiers 
hier. 

By sy aankoms gister op •die 
Johannesburgse Internasionale 
Lughawe het mnr. Gandhi, wie 
se pa, Devdas, in 1900 in Suid­
Afrika gebore is, aangedaan gese 
dit is moeilik om te beskryf hoe 
dit voel om die eerste keer op 
Suid-Afrikaanse bodem te wees. 

Mnr. Gandhi, tot onlangs die 
direkteur van die Nehru Kul­
tuursentrum in Landen, is ook 'n 
skrywer en dramaturg. 
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High commissioner's 
Comes true 

Jean-Jacques Comish 
DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

Coming to South Africa has been a life­
long dream for Gopalkrishna Gandhi, 
who presents his credentials to President 
Mandela in Pretoria today as India's high 
commissioner to South Africa. 

"There was never a time that family 
conversation did not have South Africa at 
its centre. My father, Devdas, was born 
here and spent his formative years in 
Durban," says Mr Gandhi. 

Mr Gandhi, who came to South 
Africa having headed up the Nehru Insti­
tute in London for four years, is the 
grandson of India's legendary nationalist 
leader Mahatma 

pressure being raised in what is one of In­
dia's most famous families. 

"India is different from other countr­
ies," he says. "Mahatma Gandhi is re­
garded by Indians differently from other 
national leaders. He is regarded as a com­
mon inheritance - · everyone's legacy, 
somewhat in the tradition of saints." 

The natural descendants of such a 
person tend to be looked upon somewhat 
differently from those of people in public 
life. There isn't the pressure that there 
might be on the children of people in 
power or high office who wield clout, as 
opposed to inner influence. . 

"In school if I or my brothers had re­
garded ourselves as different we would 

have cut very odd 
Gandhi. 

"South 
Africa was very 
much a part of 
my father's life. 
He lived here for 
his first 15 years 
and spoke about 
it with nostalgia 
and deep affec­
tion. I remember 
distinctly him 
telling me that 
he was sure that 

' Mahatma Gandhi is 
regarded by Indians as 
a common inheritance 

figures. We were 
aware from the 
start that our 
grandfather 
could not be the 
property of his 
family. He was a 
whole climate of 
values and you 
can't privatise the 
climate." 

- everyone's legacy, 
somewhat in the 

tradition of saints., 
Gopalkrishna Gandhi 

After school 
and university in 
New Delhi, Mr 

Gandhi became a journalist before join­
ing the Indian administrative service. He 
served in local government and was 
posted to the High Commission in neigh­
bouring Sri Lanka. He served as secretary 
to the President of India before being 
posted abroad as Cultural Minister to the 
High Commission in London 

maybe not in his lifetimes, but in ours we 
would be be able to visit the country of 
his birth." 

Mr Gandhi's knowledge of South 
Africa was enhanced by an uncle and 
aunt and their children, who continued· 
to live in South Africa and visited India 
from time to time. 

"My comprehension of South Africa 
was given a sudden clarity when Arun, a 
cousin who is resident in the US, wrote A 
Patch of White in the early '60s. 

Visiting London at the age of 11, Mr 
Gandhi first met Trevor Huddleston. 
"He made an instant and deep impres­
sion on my sub-adult mind. From him I 
learned that Christian was as much an 
adjective as it was a noun." 

Mr Gandhi does not recall feeling any 

Among the four books he has written 
is a collection of Mahatma Gandhi's ob­
servations on South Africa. 

"Mahatma Gandhi left South Africa 
in 1918 and this building we are in was 
built in 1912. I like to think he saw it 
sometime. He knew Pretoria very well.". 

As to his new role, he speaks with a 
humility that would do credit to his 
grandfather. 

''To say I have come with goals 
would be less than just to the two years of 
important work already done here. It 
would be self-congratulatory to say I've 
come with a specific agenda. 

"My predecessor was responsible for : 
determining and taking formative steps . 
towards strengthening bilateral ties be- . 
tween our countries . 

"'Pte government of India is alert to 
the demands of bilateral relations. This , 
strikes a responsive chord in the leader­
ship of this country. My task is to take 
that forward. I regard my role here as 
continuing the work of cementing our bi­
lateral ties. 

"These ties seem to me as being with~ 
out parallel, not only because of the extra­
ordinarily link which Mahatma Gandhi 
pr?vides, ~ut because India and South 

what is broadly termed as the concerns of 
the south. They have been assigned this 
role by geography, by history and by 
their social complexities. 

"I do think not think there are two 
, countries where all the different levels of 
i economic development and upward so­
[ cial mobility are present simultaneously. 
! "These similarities represent a tre­

mendous opportunity. Before our eyes 
we have success and failure in rapid suc­
cession. We can benefit from the success 
and learn from the failures. 

"For example, we see the RDP 
against our experience of planned econ­
omic development. India has a nuclear 
reactor and windmills at the same time. 
Both countries are not moving in a geo­
metric pattern. We are able to and requir­
ed to proceed in 100 directions at 100 
speeds at the same time." 

On the issue of trade and invesbnent, 
Mr Gandhi recalls that even during Brit­
ish colonial rule, Indian enterprise could 
never be stifled. 

"India is in a position to make vir­
tually every single thing it requires inter­
nally. To add to that and meet require­
ments of modernisation, we are now im­
porting know-how and attracting foreign 
capital which puts us in position to pro­
duce even more. 

"The Indo-South African trade con­
nection can reach new heights when we 
identify relative competitiveness. With 
our joint commission and agreements 
due to be signed we'll see that happen in, 
a major way. 

"We can't compete with other, more 
fortunate, countries in offering lines of 
credit. But we can still identify areas of 
direct co-operation so our trade is mu­
tually balanced. The emphasis has to be 
on balance. Both of us have strong mar" 
kets that need constant nourishing. Dur­
ing reconstruction we can share know­
how in fields like telecommunications. 

"There is so much India has achieved 
in rural penetration of technology that we 
can offer for South African consumption. 
We are not only excited by what is hap­
pening here, we are able to understand 
the inner processes. India resonates to 
what is happening in South Africa." 

India's refusal to sign the Nuclear 
Non Proliferation Treaty, of which South 
Africa has become a leading exponent, is 
a potentially thorny bilateral issue but Mr 
Gandhi believes it can be overcome. 

Mr Gandhi is proud of the achieve­
ments of the South African Indian Com­
munity. 

"That they had to equip themselves 
for a new role in the most bizarre, articifi­
cial society, makes the fact that Indian 
South Africans can be found at the top of 
every field even more incredible. 

"I would love to see some of them 
visit India because it would be so educa­
?ve for_the~ to .see ~ow ~pl~~~ them 
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Gopalkrishna Gandhi, India's high commissioner to South Africa. 
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Indian envoy presents 
~ .. 

credentials to Mandela INDIAN High Com­
missioner Gopalkrish-

1 na Gandhi yesterday presented his creden­
tials to President Man­
dela, saying South Africa had · become a model to countries cherishing democracy. 

Mr Ghandi paid tribute to Pres Mandela for his role in the fight against apartheid and described him as the Jewel of India. A statement by the In­dian Commission in Pre­toria said Mr Gandhi had noted that 1996 marked 

the 50th anniversary of the first formal links be­tween the African Nat­ional Congress and the Natal and Transvaal Indi­an Congress. 
South Africa and India were now partners in meeting the challenges of reconstruction and devel-. opment in their respective countries. 

Pres Mandela said re­lations between the two countries dated back to 1861 when the first Indian labourers arrived in the country. 
The next landmark was 

in 1894 when human rights champion Mahat­ma Gandhi set up the Na­tal Indian Congress, which had been the first organised and disciplined opposition group in South Africa. 
In 1946, India raised the issue of apartheid in the United Nations, label­ling it a crime against hu­manity. 

Pres Mandela said . he looked forward to close and substantial relations between India and South Africa. - Sapa. • 
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President Nelson Mandela receives the credentials of India's high commissioner to SA, Gopalkrishna Gandhi, 
who is the grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, at a ceremony in Pretoria yesterday. Gandhi, who is an author and · 
playwright, has published a book entitled Gandhi and South Africa. Picture: GARTH LUMLEY ...,,. 
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Function honours 
arrival of Gandhis 

by SHARON DELL 

INDIA'S High Commissioner to 
South Africa, Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi, yesterday attended a cen­
tenary function to commemorate 
the landing of his grandmother, 
Kasturba Gandhi, together with 
her husband, Mahatma Gandhi, 
and her two sons, in Durban 100 
years ago. 

The function, which was held 
in the Mahatma Gandhi Hall in 
Durban, was organised by the 50th 
Anniversary Council of the 1946 
Passive Resistance Campaign, and 
was attended by many distin­
guished members of the Durban 
community. 

Well-known KweZulu-Natal 
community worker Virginia 
Gcabashe delivered a speech on 
behalf of Deputy Justice Minister 
Dr Manto Tshabalala to commem­
orate the historic event. Tshabal­
ala, who was to be guest of honour 
at the function, was required to 
attend an urgent cabinet meeting. 

In her speech, Tshabalala paid 
tribute to Kasturba Gandhi for 
her role as an "architect of India's 
freedom" and as a "great resistor, 
who laid the basis of our freedom 
in South Africa". 

kasturba was 20 years old 
when she arrived in the British 
colony of Natal in 1887 - a time 
when all black South Africans and 
women of all race groups were 
denied •parliamentary voting pow­
ers. Kasturba was imprisoned by 
the government for her participa­
tion in the Defiance Campaign, 
launched to protest against unjust 
laws. 

Tribute was also paid during 

Gopalkrishna Gandhi, India's High Commissioner to South Africa, 

stands with community worker Virginia Gcabashe in front of a 

portrait of Gandhi's grandmother, Kasturba Gandhi, who landed in 

Durban 100 years ago. - Picture by NASH NARRANDES 

the ceremony to Mama 
Nokukhanya Luthuli who, 
together with her husband, Chief 
Albert Luthuli, was instrumental 
in organising the Defiance Cam­
paign of 1952, which saw 
democrats of all race-groups fol­
lowing in the non-violent foot­
steps of the Mahatma and Kas­
turba. 

The ;.ppointment of Gopal­
krishna Gandhi as High Commis­
sioner to South Africa was offi­
cially welcomed. The meeting 
gave its full support to the resolu-

tion adopted on National Women's 
Day 1996, when all government 
structures were asked to perpetu­
ate the names of women freedom 
fighters by naming public build­
ings, places and roads after them. 

The meeting also welcomed 
the formation of the Liberation 
History Foundation, which aims 
to "record all the important mile­
stones in the long walk to free­
dom" and bade farewell to India's 
Consul-General, Latha Reddy, 
who is to take up a new post in 
Europe. 
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rA • • Cl atones 
for its shame 
Freedom of Maritzburg for Gandhi 
It was a moving moment 
yesterday when Gandhi's 
grandson accepted the 
freedom of the city of 
Pietermaritzburg on behalf 
of his illustrious 
grandfather, the architect 
of resistance against 
injustice. AAKASH 
BRAMDEO reports 

P
ie.termaritzburg re-. 
versed more than a 
century of shame 
when it bestowed 
the freedom of the 

city posthumously on Mahat­
ma Gandhi in an historic 
ceremony yesterday. 

On a cold winter's day 103 
years ago, Mohandas Karam­
chand Gandhi, then a young 
lawyer off to 'fight his first 
case in Pretoria, was thrown 
off a train at Pietermarftz. 
burg station because his skin 
was the wrong colour. 

Yesterday, amid a gala-like 
atmosphere, "Sleepy Hollow" 
awoke to give Gandhi's 
grandson, Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi and President Nelson 
Mandela a rousing welcome 
as they steamed into Pieter­
maritzburg station on an 
engine similar to the one 
which had pulled the train on 
which Gandhi had travelled. 

Mandela, · who had earlier 
received the freedom of the 
city from the local council, 

NEW-FOUND FREEDOM: 
President Mandela confers the 
freedom of Pietermaritzburg to 
Mahatma Gandhi's grandson, 
Gopalkrishna Gandhi 

Picture: NICKI SZLOVAK 

conferred the same honour 
on Gandhi. 

It was accepted by his 
grandson, who is also . the 
Indian High Commissioner. 

Mandela, sporting a grey­
ish version of his famous 
Madiba shirt, waved t6 the 
huge crowd who crammed 
into every vantage point. 

Some waved flags while 
others burst into praise songs 
and freedom chants. 

Amid a standing ovation, 
he said:<'Today we are right­
ing a century-old wrong. This 
station, once one of the 
world's most notorious sym­
bols of discrimination, in­
tolerance and oppression, to­
day proclaims a message of 
dignity restored. 

"In contrast to that shame­
ful day, Pietermaritzburg, 
and indeed South Africa, is 
sending a message of hope, 
affirming the noble values 
espoused by Gandhi. 

"Those values had a pro­
found influence on our lib_era­
tion movement . and on my 
own thinking. They inspire 
us today in our efforts of re­
conciliation and nation­
building . . 

"This is a token of our 
appreciation to Gandhi for 
his contribution to the birth 
of the new South Africa." 

Gopalkrishna Gandhi said 
it was "with a sense of deep 
gratefulness and humility" 
that . he accepted the award 
which highlighted the "un­
shakeable solidarity" India 
shared with South Africa. 

He said his grandfather had 
been transformed after the 
racist incident. 

"Porbandar on India's west­
ern coast launched my grand-
father to physical life. • 

"Pietermaritzburg, on 
South Africa's eastward 
flank, launched him to public 
life. 

"With this gesture (the free­
dom of the city), South Africa 
is telling the world once 
again that racism belongs 
now to the past. 
• "It has gone like the train 

that steamed away from here 
on a · winter night 103 years 
ago,•~ he said. 



In India, as in South Africa, we rr. 
BY GOPALKRISHNA GANDHI 

A single oak stands outside my office in Pre­
toria. Old but strong-holed, its thick green 
crown outdoes all the jacarandas down the 
ro..'ld. Even in their purple prime. The wife 
of the man who raised the building was, so 
we are told, as protective of the tree, which 
was not her property, as of the house, which 
was. Sometimes, so we are also told, she 
flourished a gun from her balcony seat to 
scare tree-molesters away. Protectiveness is 
cousin to possessiveness. 

The year of this redbrick building's birth 
is inscribed on its ,;forehead": 1912. 

Kings and commoners from all of south­
ern Africa gathered that year in Bloem­
fontein to found, under the presidency of 
John Dube - that leader of Drakensbergian 
strength - the African National Congress, 
making it a red-letter year for South Africa. 
And another defining event took place that 
same year as well, making it memorable for 
both India and South Africa. 

GK Gokhale, an Indian leader of Hima­
layan stature, arrived here that year to study 
the plight of Indian South Africans. He 
parleyed with Botha, Smuts, Fischer and 
received assurances of nondiscrimination 
that were broken with cynical disdain, with­
in weeks of Gokhale' s return to India. This 
betrayal accelerated the great 1913 resis­
tance campaign of Indian South Africans. 

The resistance was led by Gandhi, who 
after scoring a signal success here went on to 
India to be hailed there, by the late 40s, as 
father of the nation. Dube' s initiative took 
some four and a half decades more to bear 
fruit. But fructify it did, with Nelson Man­
dela reporting "completion of task" to his 

founder's hallowed memory in 1994. 
Our oak has witnessed all that. The 

births of two nations, tl:.e making of their 
fathers. But it is witnessing more.The births 
of new tensions. The making, not of fathers 
but of sons and daughters, who challenge 
history. Challenge it to relate to their lives, to 
come alive, to tum real. 

This is the generation that has, or thinks 
it has, its two feet on the ground. That 
regards idealism passe, ideology wooden. 

This is the generation that thinks not in 
terms of revolution or reform, but rands and 
rupees. It likes the touch of the vote; it 
prefers the feel of the note. • • 

Can it be faulted? After all, our revolu­
tions, our struggles, were for an improved 
level of life, of prosperity; not just for politi-
cal freedom. And so when the ticker-tapes of 
jubilation at our political victories in India 
and South Africa drift down, limp, when it ( 
becomes time to leave the stadiums of cele­
bration for home - "do you call this hole 
home?'' - the adrenalin abates. 

And rumblings of a more familiar kind 
begin a dance in the stomach. Then moves 
on to the brain. • 

There are those in India and in ·south 
Africa whose management-by-objectives 
wisdom says this lack of ideals and ideal­
ism( this cynicism, runs to a pattern. 

Don't you worry, they tell us, give it a 
generation or two, economic growth via lib­
eralisation, privatisation and globalisation 
will do it; there will be jobs, there will be 
trade, there will be a trickling down ... And 
while the sons and daughters wait for the 
drops to get to the belly, they have the telly! 
The telly bought on hire purchase. 

The fathers waited. In the Johannesburg 

The horrors of genocide continue in Rwanda with the slaughter of 37 peasants in the 
ofTutsis returned from eastern Congo, where they had lived in exile for 30 years. Thi 
on continuing the bloodletting they began in 1994. See Sunday Dispatches, front 

Helen Suzman turns 80 with 
her fight for human rights an 
BY TERRY VAN DER WALT 

A naughty smile flashes across Helen Suz­
man' s familiar face and _without warning 
she kicks me gently on the foot, exclaiming: 
"How did you find out it was my birthday? 
I have a shrewd idea." 

Her 80th birthday this Friday somehow 
causes this internationally renowned South 
African politician embarrassment, so much 
so that she is getting away from the atten­
tion by flying to Britain to be with her chil­
dren and grandchildren this week. "I am 
embarrassed because I don't believe this is 
something to celebrate," she said. 

In an interview at her home in lliovo, Jo­
hannesburg, Suzman spoke of the need to 
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Omar to attend Gandhi function 
THE high commissioner of India 
and his wife, national Justice 
Minister Dullah Omar and the 
national adviser to the state pre­
sident, Mr Ahmed Kathrada, 
will attend a Gandhi/Natal Indi­
an congress 125th birthday and 
centenary celebration in Pieter­
maritzburg on Saturday. 

The function will tal.{e place ~t 

Pietermaritzburg Bureau 

the Gandhi statue in Church 
Street. It will be preceeded by a 
Gandhi Peace Walk from 
Royston Road in Mountain 
Rise, starting at 2.30pm. 

Simultaneously, a peace walk 
for the a~~~ will st~t from the 

railway station. Both groups 
will then converge at the statue. 

Pietermaritzburg NIC stal­
wart and activist Dr M Motala 
will give a short account of the_ 
contribution made by the NIC 
during the fight against apart, 
heid and cultural items will also 
be featured. All members of the 
puplict~re '!YelcoIIle . __ 
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City plaque 
a tribute 
to Gandhi 
THE incident which triggered 
Mahathma Gandhi's political 
career over 100 years ago was 
commemorated yesterday when a 
memorial plaque to him was un­
veiled at the Pietermaritzburg 
railway station. 

Foreign dignitaries and well­
known local figures gathered to 
pay tribute to Gandhi and to 
remember the incident when he 
was evicted from a first-class 
compartment of a Natal Govern­
ment Railways train because he 
was not white. 

The inscription on the plaque 
reads: "This plaque commem­
orates the incident on June 7, 1893 
when a young lawyer, Mohandas 
Gandhi was ejected from a first 
class compartment of a Natal Gov­
ernment Railways train. The inci­
dent on this platform launched 
Gandhi on his political career 
and he became one of the greatest 
men of the 20th century". 

The plaque was erected by 
Spoornet and regional public af­
fairs manager, Selby Dlamini, 
said the plaque will serve as a 
constant reminder of Gandhi's re­
spect, dignity and tolerance. 

The plaque was unveiled by the 
Indj11n Consul-General in Sot1_t!! 
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Africa, Latha Reddy. Reddy said 
the incident which the plaque 
marks was a turning point in his­
tory which Gandhi too acknow­
tedged 11s the: l;>egtrming of l_lis, 

struggle for justice and freedom. 
She said Gandhi was a "remark­

able man" who has inspired and 
continues to inspire many people 
around tl!,e. ..world. "_:Pd:ah_~h-~a 

Gandhi does not belong to India 
alone because his message is uni­
versal," Reddy said. 

The director of the Pieter­
maritzburg PubHcity Association, 

Promod 
Gupta 
(manager of 
Air India in 
Durban), 
Alderman 
LS. 
Moodley 
and 
Maharaj-kumarl 
Meenakshi 
Devi 
(daughter of 
the 
Maharajah 
of Mysore) 
were among 
the guests 
at the 
unveiling of 
a commem­
orative 
plaque in 
Gandhi's 
honour at 
the railway 
station 
yesterday. 
- Picture 
by MIKE 
MATTHEW­
MAN 

Dick Jones, said the plaque will 
be a tourist attraction which wiU 
"add to the long list of attractions 
in the Heritage City". 

- Witness Reporter. 
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Gandhi seels 

in SA, Indie 

uitgereik 
Korrespondent 

PRETORIA. - Mahatma Gandhi 
gaan van Maandag af op twee Suid· 
Afrikaanse posseels pryk. Twee 
soortgelyke seels word terselfdertyd 
in Indie uitgegee. 

Die Suid-Afrikaanse Poskantoor 
se tllateliegeskiedenis word met die 
uitgawe van die seels gemaak aange­
sien dit die eerste keer sal wees dat 
Suid-Afrika saam met die Indiese 
posadministrasie s6 'n uitreiking 
doen. 

Die Poskantoor se die gesament­
like seeluitgifte is ook 'n simbool 
van toekomstige samewerking tus­
sen die iwee lande. 

Dit word uitgegee ter herdenking 
van Gandhi se geboortedag. 

Die uitgawe bestaan uit 'n 60c­
standaardposgeldseel en 'n seel van 
Rl,40 vir internasionale gebruik, 'n 
miniatuurvel en twee gedenkkoever­
te wat deur Alan Ainslee ontwerp 
is. 

Die Ainslie-ontwerp is op albei 
lande se seels gebruik, maar die 
kleure verskil en die bewoording is 
onderskeidelik in Engels en in Afri­
kaans, en in Engels en Hindi. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
het in 1893 na Suid-Afrika gekom en 
ten tyde van sy verblyf van sowat 
20 jaar horn vir die erkenning van 
menseregte en die demokrasie be-

~ er. ./ 
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--Stamp to cbmMemorate Gandhi 
A POSTAGE stamp in commemoration of the birth of Ma­
hatma Gandhi will be issued on Monday. 

The stamp will be a joint lau.nch by the South Afri­
can Post Office and the Indian Postal Administration 
and is a symbol of future co-operation between the two 
countries. 

Monday's launch will be attended by Foreign Af­
fairs Minister Alfred Nzo and the Indian High Commis­
sioner to South Africa, Madhav Mangalmurti. They will 
be launching the issue which comprises two stamps (60c 
standard postage and Rl,40 international postage). The 
stamps will be on sale at all post offices from Monday 
and can also be ordered from Philatelic Services, Pri-

~te Bag X505, Pretoria, 0001, fax (012) 311-6042. - WR. 
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India and SA's 
historical ties 
India believes it !:\.as something to share with South Africa because of the impact of Mahatma Gandhi on the politics of both nations. 

It was now striving to build up better relations with this country in terms of trade and culture, said ' Dr Yolanda Sadie, of the Rand Afrikaans Univer-sity's political studies department. ' Dr Sadie, who recently returned from a six.­week tour of India, told the Pretoria branch of the SA Institute of International Affairs, trade had soar­ed after India's decision to reopen diplomatic relations ,vith South Africa after 40 years. 
"India still feels that our two nations have some­thing to share with each as a result of Gandhi's sojourn in South Africa," she added. 
Gandhi lived in this country at the turn of the century, and was a leader of India's path to inde­pendence in the 1940s. 
Ms Sadie said that the Indian caste system, a form of social apartheid which had been outlawed in 1955, was &till a source of bitterness in that coun­try, and that the constitution still referred to class differences. TI1ere were very few cross-caste activit­ies, including marriage. 
"Although there is no longer the 'untouchable' class, social practices in India die hard," she added. - Special Correspondent 
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Thousands will join in Gandhi Peace Walk 
Part proceeds to go to restoration of Tolstoy Farm 

BY JAMEEL CHAND 

Thousands of peace-loving 
South Africans are expected to 
take part in the Gandhi Peace 

Walk commemorating the 117th an­
niversary of the birth of Mahatma 
Gandhi next weekend. 

Among them are top 
dignitaries including Al­
bertina and Walter Sisulu, 
Jessie Duarte, Ahmed 
Kathrada and Johannes­
burg Mayor Issac Mogase. 

The peace walk which 
starts at the Lenasia Civic 
Centre will end at Tolstoy 
Farm - the residence used 
by the great humanitarian 
and leader during his stay 
in South Africa at the turn 
of the century. 

According to the organ­
isers, the march has two 
distinct purposes. 

to Hope, the Lenasia based organisa­
tion looking after street children. 

"1lris, we believe, is in line with the 
philosophy of the Mahatma," she 
added. "One of the saddest things 
that has perhaps befallen us has 
been the vandalism of Tolstoy Farm. 

"Firstly we would like 
to take this opportunity to 
reaffirm the message of the In his latter years ... Gandhi the pacifist 
Mahatma that people are 
capable of living together peacefully 
in a common brotherhood," said 
Kirtee Menon. 

Secondly, part of the proceeds 
raised will go towards the restoration 
of Tolstoy Farm as a historic heritage 
site for South Africa. 

Money raised will also be donated 

What used to be a centre for resis­
tance against racial and ethnic op­
pression has deteriorated into a truly 
unsightly eyesore," said Menon. 

Only the walls remain. The roof, 
windows and even the flooring have 
either been damaged beyond repair 
or stolen all together. 

"Not only has a historic building 
been vandalised but a memory as 
well. 

''We have undertaken to assist in 
the rebuilding of Tolstoy Farm in 
conjunction with the Gandhi Cen­
tennial Council which hopes devel­
op the farm into a conference cen­
tre," said Menon. 

The conference centre is planned to 
keep alive the spirit of Gandhi in a 

very active and real way. 
"South Africa is a trau­

matised society in which 
the effects of violence af­
fects each and every one of 
us on a daily basis. The 
Gandhian philosophy of 
'Satyagraha' or non vio­
lence is perhaps as relevant 
today as it was during the 
Mahatma's days," she ex­
plained. 

Menon confesses that 
one of the most difficult 
tasks facing her and fellow 
organisers is showing that 
the walk is not an "Indian 
thing". 

"People assume that 
just because it is being or­
ganised from Lenasia and 
because the name Gandhi 

is in it implies that it is for Indians 
only. 

"Gandhi was not only a leader of 
the Indian people but a leader of all 
South Africans. His struggle was 
against all forms of oppression and 
his philosophy for all of mankind," 
said Menon. 

. MAHATMA GANDHI 
TOLSTOY f ARM 

iiSATY/\GRAHA NON-VI.OLENCE 

Walk for peace ... part of the proceeds of the Gandhi Walk will go toward the 
restoration of Tolstoy House where he stayed while in Johannesburg. 
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Members of the Indian community, left and middle, yesterday took part in a 7km peace walk from 
.-ffle Lenasia Civic Centre to Gandhi's old farm Tolstoy in Lawley, top right, to raise funds for its 

restoration. Pictures: ROBERT BO~ 
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lndiastruggles to preserve 
Gandhi 
legacy 

By Narayanan 
Madhavan 

NEW DELHI. - His sta­
tue can be found in al­
most every Indian villa­
ge. Every town has at 
least one street named 
after him. His message 
of non-violence and up­
rightness is taught in 
every school. 

But as India celebrates 
its 50th year as an inde­
pendent nation, many 
believe that Mahatma 
Gandhi, its spiritual found­
ing father, is now more of 
a political token than a role 
model in the nation he led 
to freedom . from British 
rule in 1947. 

Born on October 2, 
1869, Mohandas Karam­
chand Gandhi, popularly 
called Mahatma or the 
Great Soul, fell to a Hindu 
fanatic's bullets in 1948, 
five months after India be­
came independent. Gandhi 
was a great preacher of 
Hindu-Muslim unity. 

Inspired 
His decades-long non­

violent movement has in­
spired leaders like exiled 
Tibetan leader Dalai Lama 
and Nelson Mandela. 

But in India, his follow­
ers say the values he stood 
for are under assault. 

Gandhi preached non­
violence but political vio­
lence is common in India. 
Gandhi's economic dream 

of self-sufficient villages 
has been replaced by a 
quest for global links and 
high technology that crit­
ics say throw people out of 
jobs. 

Gandhi believed in aus­
tere living, but his follow­
ers are worried about 
increasing consumerism in 
India. 

Gandhi often defied aut­
horities wilfully to court 
arrest and uphold the prin­
ciples he stood for. But 
leaders of the Congress 
party, which Gandhi con­
trolled for years, have heen 
busy moving bail applica­
tions in cmruption cases. 

"The Congress says it 
has the legacy of Gandhi. 
But they .have slaughtered 
it so many times," said ec­
onomist LC Jain, a staunch 
follower of Gandhi. 

When Congress, its lea­
der mired in a corruption 
scandal, needed to choose 
a new chief last month, 
eyes turned to a disciple of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

"They have realised that 
only the Gandhi cap can 
give them salvation," Sita­
ram Kesri, a Gandhi fol­
lower who was imprisoned 
during the freedom move­
ment, said .after being tap­
ped to replace former pri­
me minister PV.Narasimha 
Rao. 

Mr Rao resigned as par­
ty chief following a rourt 
summons in' a criminal 
conspiracy · case. 

MAHATMA GANDHI ... supporter of non­
. violence 

"Let me tell you. I have 
to fight it out. We have to 
fight corruption at every 
level," Mr Kesri said. 

Mr Kesri said decades 
in power had changed the 
party, but added that the 
Congress, which has ruled 
India for all but four years 
since independence, could 
still come back despite its 
worst electoral debacle 
this year with help from 
right people. 

"Even today, 16 000 
freedom fighters get out to 
campaign for us because 
of Mahatma Gandhi's me­
mories," Mr Kesri said. 

"The moment they 
(Congress workers) re­
member the tears of the 

poor, people will rally 
around." 

Mr Kesri said Gandhi's 
legacy survives, pointing 
to India's existence as the 
world's largest democracy 
for 50 years. Congress, he 
said, also followed Gand­
hi's economic _values in its 
own way. 

"If you go through his 
articles, he has pleaded for 
small industries and cot­
tage industries, and the 
government has all along 
been giving priority to 
this," Mr Kesri said. 

Mr Kesri defended In­
dia's five-year-old econo­
mic reform programme, 
which critics say is at odds 
with Gandhian principles 

of self-reliance and smal 
industries. 

He said even . globa 
giants supported small an 
cillaries that provided job 
to poor people. 

But critics like Mr Jait 
say that today's po lic1 
control of crowds was an 
athema to Gandhi, wh< 
believed in the power o 
commoners and social re 
formers like himself, no 
the state apparatus. 

Economic reforms no\1 
put people last, not first 
Mr Jain said. "Now the: 
are talking of a human face 
in economics. Gandhi ha< 
the whole human body it 
mind. If somebody hac 
mentioned human face it 
his presence, he woulc 
have revolted." 

Campaigners 
Mr Jain said Gandhiar 

values are not commo1 
among politicians, but ir 
society he said they can b( 
found in the non-violen 
protests led by environ­
mental campaigners anc 
women's groups cam­
paigning against prohibi­
ticm. 

"It (Gandhian change) ii 
not coming through tlu 
state, it is coming througt 
the society," Mr Jain said, 

Gandhian thinkers an 
also cheering a recent con­
stitutional amendmern 
which has made electiom 
to village councils, callee 
panchayats, mandatory 
with a third of the seats re­
served for women. Then 
will also be quotas for lov. 
castes. 

"Its (village self-rule's: 
importance in reconstruct­
ing politics cannot be min­
imised." Mr Jain said. 
Reuter 
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'Put off sale of 
Gandhi's letters' 

NEW DELHI. - Acting 
after an appeal from 
the Indian Govern­
ment, Mahatma Gan­
dhi's former secretary 
has asked a London 
auctioneer to put off 
next month's sale of 
the freedom fighter's 
letters. 

"The government 

Sotheby's last week ask- wants the papers, it will 
ing that the November 14 have to compensate me 
auction be deferred. for the loss from can-

"An official from the celling the auction," he 
prime minister's office said. "I have also laid 

down other conditions, phoned me a few minutes 
which I am not prepared ago, saying they want the to disclose to the Press." 

documents to be kept in He said an official 
India for the benefit of from the prime minister's 
research scholars," he office was scheduled to 
said. meet him in Madras says speculators will "If the government d s AP make money out of it ,_ ________ _ __ t_o_ay_._-_a_p_a_-__ • __ _. 

and research scholars 
will be deprived of the 
material," said Venk­
ataraman Kaly-anam, 
75, who was secretary 
to Gandhi for three 
years until his assassi­
nation in 1948. 

He said the corre­
spondence includes 
drafts of six letters 
from Gandhi, a social 
reformer and father of 
India's resistance move­
ment, to his friend 
Louis Mountbatten, the 
last British viceroy. 

Sotheby's auction 
house had estimated 
that tl;ie 450 documents 
would fetch about 55 
million rupees (R7 mil­
lion), Mr Kaly-anam 
said on Saturday. 

He said he planned 
to donate the money to 
a Hindu temple being 
built in Kapaa, Hawaii, 
but faxed a letter to 

VENKATARAMAN KALYAMA, 75, who was secretary to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the father of India's independence movement, holds aloft letters in Madras that were written by Mohandas Gandhi, which Sotheby's was to auction in London on November 14. Mr Kalyanam said he had asked Sotheby's to defer the auction following a request by the Indian Government. 
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Gandbipapers 
to return 

MADRAS. - Mahatma 
Gandhi's fonner secre­
tary yesterday asked the 
Indian High Commission 
in Lon-don to collect 
papers written by India's 
independence hero from 
an English auctioneer 
and return them to India. 

Venkataram Kalyanam 
Iyer told AFP he had writ­
ten to Indian High Com­
missioner LM Singhvi to 
collect from Phillips auc­
tioneers the 70-odd items, 

written in English on the 
back of old envelopes and 
circular letters. 

Among the 450 pages, 
which have never been 
made public, are drafts of 
letters to Winston Churc­
hill and the last Viceroy of 
India, Lord Mountbatten, 
and drafts of articles for 
magazines and "Monday 
speeches" read by his fol­
lowers when the Mahatma 
observed a day's silence 
every week. - Sapa-AFP. 
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Sale of Gandhi's 
letters called off 
Kamal Ahmed 

TIE auctioneers Phillips 

announced in London this week 

hat the sale of more than 450 

pages"of;lwidwritten speeches and let­

ten by !Whatma Gandhi, due to be auc­

tioned this week, was being abandoned. 

A cornucopia of claim and counter­

claim, powerful interests and govern­

ment pressure left Phillips with a sale 

nobody wanted. 
• Just a month earlier it had seemed 

such plain sailing. In a blaze of public­

ity, Phillips had described the docu­

ments as "a majot archive of the 20th 

centu,-:y", For £i~~on {about R7,7-

million) or so, the hWJ.dreds of scrib­

blings in Gandhi's spidery hand, on top­

ics as divene as letters about the inde­

pendence of India to his personal mus­

ings on sex. was there for the taking. 

At the centre of the sale that never 

was is Veilkaparam Kalyanam, Gandhi's 

secretaiy in the 1940s. For 50 ~he 

looked after a case of Gandhi's writings 

which he had typed and transcribed. 

In the late 1980s, Kalyanam offered 

the documents to the Salva Sid­

dhanta Church, a Hindu foundation 

based in Hawaii. Kalyanam decided to 

donate the papen to the foundation, 

led in the US by a man named Sivaya 

Subramuniyaswami, to raise money 

for a new temple the church is con­

structing in Hawaii. 
Subramuniyaswami first approached 

Sotheby's, Phillips's arch rival, with the 

papers. Sotheby's approached the 

Indian High Commission to make a few 

checks before they 
decided to progress. 

"I declined to give • 
my blessing when I 
was approached on 
behalf of Sotheby's," said 

Dr Laxmi Mal Singhvi, 
the Indinn High Com­
missioner. "They commendably 

declined to auction the papers when 

it was brought to their attention that 

the right and title to the papers was 

open to serious question." 
Kalyanam and the church had 

ma:de a c,:ucial mistake in falling to 

infonn the Navajivan Trust, the char­

ity .Gandhi set up ia 1929 and to 

which he had left all rights to any . 

work "whether printed or unprinted". 

The church then approached 

Phillips with the same papers. But it, 

too, had failed to check with Gandhi's 

trust, something easily achieved with 

a phone call. Hearing of the sale, an 

official of the Nehru Memorial Museum 

in Delhi visited Ka1yanam to tell him 

that the papen should be sent back to 

India. Kalyanam was warned that the 

sale may even be illegal and that the 

trust was taking legal action. 

A series of tense meetings of 

Phillips's lawyers followed, against the 

increasing background noise of dissat­

isfaction from the Indian High Commis­

sion, which kept up a campaign against 

the sale with faxes and phone calls. 

The church crumbled on November 8. 

It wrote to Singhvi saying that the news 

of Gandhi's will was a "startling revela­

tion". The sale was off. 
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Ganclhi heir gets 
control of ashes 

NEW DELHI. - Mahat­
ma Gandhi's great 
grandson yesterday won 
control of a wooden 
box in a bank vault that 
he claims contains the 
ashes of modern India's 
founding father. 

The Supreme Court 
ordered a government­
owned bank in the eastern 
state of Orissa to yield the 
box to Tushar Arun 
Gandhi, who has pledged 
to scatter the purported 
ashes of his great grand­
father in the mighty 
Ganges River. 

The sealed box, mea­
suring 45c~ ~Y, 1~91 ,by 

50cm , was deposited 
with the State Bank of 
India in Cuttack town on 
November 29, 1950. 

Gandhi was shot dead 
by a Hindu fanatic on 
January 30, 1948, five 
months after India, 
spurred by the apostle of 
non-violence, won inde­
pendence from Britain. 

Control 

The box bears the 
inscription "it contains 
the ashes of Mahatma 
Gandhi", the Supreme 
Court said in a IO-page 
judgment that responded 

.. tq a, ~eqll9.st _.,b,Y ,.:,ru~~31' 

Arun Gandhi to take con­
trol of the box, stored in 
the bank's safe deposit 
vault. 

Earlier this year after a 
flurry of Press reports 
about the supposed ashes, 
Gandhi's great grandson 
ran into a bureaucratic 
wall when he asked for 
the box to "complete the 
last rites as per the Hindu 
religious practice". 

The state's chief minis­
ter said the tale was "a big 
hoax", but that he was 
willing to have the con­
tents chemically tested to 
see if they were truly 
Mahatma Gandhi's ashes. 
-Reuter . 
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Court 
rules on 
Gandhi's 
ashes 
Sapa-OPA 

New Delhi - The Indian Supreme Court has order­

ed the ashes of the father of the Indian nation, Ma­

hatma Gandhi, which have been preserved in a 

bank vault in India for the last 46 years, to be im­

mersed in the River Ganges, reports said yesterday. 

The court, while settling a petition filed by Tus-· 

har Arun Gandhi, great grandson of the Mahatma, 

ruled that the ashes must be disposed upon a mu­

tually agreed site and date on the River Ganges with 

reverence and dignity meriting the occasion. 

The mortal remains of Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi, the architect of India's freedom from British 

colonial rule, had been kept as a "safe deposit ar­

ticle" at the State Bank of India in Cuttack city in the 

eastern Orissa state since 1950. 

Gandhi was shot and killed by a Hindu fanatic 

on January 30 1948 while he was on his way to ad­

dress a prayer meeting in New Delhi. He was later 

cremated in the Indian capital and a mausoleum has 

been raised at the spot which is called Rajghat. 

After the cremation, the ashes were distributed 

to many places to immerse them in various "sacred 

rivers". Hindus usually immerse the ashes of the 

dead in the holy rivers as an attempt to cleanse the 

soul on its way to heavan. 

The um containing the ashes reached Orissa in 

the first week of February 1948 and a part of it was 

immersed in the Mahodaddhi near Puri town and 

in other rivers in the state soon afterwards. 

Many voluntary organisations were also given 

some ashes to be immersed. The ashes in the bank 

vault since November 1950, kept in a sealed wood­

en box, may have been returned by some of them. 

A two-member bench of the couritry' s highest 

court refused to accept on Tuesday the Orissa gov­

ernment's plea that the um was a "hoax'' being 

played by the nationalised bank. The judges said 

there was no need to doubt the entry in the bank's 

register, merely because the government records 

did not contain any note about the um. 

I 7 60 ( llf-vg 



• 

0 8 JAN 1997 
THE CITIZEN JR8 . 

Gandhi's ashes 
due for Ganges 

NEW DELHI. - The ashes 
of Indian freedom cam­
paigner Mahatma Gandhi 
will be immersed in the 
Ganges this month after 
sitting in a bank vault 
since 1950, the United 
News of India (UNI) 
reported yesterday. 

The decision was made 
after India's Supreme 
Court ruled the ashes, held 
in the State Bank of India 

in the eastern city of 
Cuttack, should be handed 
back to Gandhi's great 
grandson Tushar Arun 
Gandhi. 

He is expected to pick 
up the ashes on January 
13, UNI said, and put them 
in the Hindu holy river 
Ganges near Allahbad in • 
the country's north on 
January 30 - the 49th 
anniversary of his assasi­
nation. - Sapa-AFP. 
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Gandhi ashes row rages 
BHUBANESW AR, In­
dia. - Mahatma Gand­
hi's . great grandson 
wants to take the pur­
ported ashes of India's 
apostle of non-violence 
on a national pilgrimage 
before immersing • them 
in the Ganges, but he 
will have to go to the 
Supreme Court first. 

The high court of the 
eastern state of Orissa said 
on Sunday .that the wood-

en um which Tushar Arun 
Gandhi says contains his 
great-grandfather's ashes 
has to be taken directly to 
the Ganges and not around 
the country. 

Complicating the affair, 
the state's chief minister 
says the box does not con­
tain Mr Gandhi• s ashes. 

"'The high court regis­
trar has told me that the 
um cannot go around India 
as I have planned but it has 
to go directly to Allahabad 

for immersion," Tushar 
Arun Gandhi said in the 
eastern city of Bhuba­
neswar. 

After a fast and much 
media attention, Tushar 
Arnn Gandhi in J'l{ovember 
won control of the sealed 
box, which had been in a 
vault in the State Bank of 
India in Cuttack town 
since 1950. 

Mr Gandhi was shot 
dead by a Hindu fanatic on 
January 30, 1948, five 

months after India, 
spurred by Gandhi• s cam­
paigning, won indepen­
dence from Britain. He 
was cremated in Delhi. 

The box, measuring 
45 cm by 45 cm by 50 cm, 
bears the inscription "It 
contains the ashes of 
Mahatma Gandhi". 

But the state's chief 
minister has called the 
claims that the box con­
tains Mr Gandhi's ashes "a 
big hoax". - Reuter. 
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Whites tried to kill Gandhi 100 years ago 
DOUGLAS ALEXANDER, a Durban-based 
freelance journalist, describes the events 
of the day, 100 years ago, that his grand­
parents saved Mahatma Gandhi from a 
mob. 

MAHATMA GANDHI, that great man of peace 
and passive resistance, narrowly escaped 
being lynched by irate white colonists on a 

day of ugly mob scenes in Durban, exactly 100 years 
ago on January 13. 

How different Indian and world history would 
have been had the rioters succeeded. 

Only the quick thinking of Durban's chief consta­
ble of the day, 55-year-old British-born Richard 
Charles Alexander, and the pluck of his wife, Jane, 
saved him. 

For the angry white·inhabitants were out to get 
the 27-year~old London-trained Indian lawyer, 
whose intrusion on local politics they resented and 
whom they wrongly suspected of planning to flood 
Natal with Indian settlers. The so-called "Asian Inva­
sion" was a sore point with the white colonists of 
Natal, which then comprised 400 000 blacks, 50 000 
whites and 51 000 Indians. 

In a previous stay in South Africa, from 1893-96, 
Gandhi not only proved an able lawyer but champi­
oned the disenfranchised and legally disadvantaged 
' I ; • . 'l, .. .r._,_ .,.~,-:. .. ,L~-1~~~.J..-{~A~~~ .. 

PEACE-LOVING: Mahatma Gandhi narrowly 
escaped being lynched by irate white colonists on a 
day of ugly mob scenes in Durban 100 years ago. 

_But it didn't. White agitators demanded that the 
ships return to India with their passengers, who 
would be "pushed into the sea" if they tried to land. 

Finally, on January 13, 1897, the boats were 
'1111"\nrarl +A antal" nnrt tn rlkArnh~rk thPir tr;ivp1-wearv 

and people tried to hang Gandhi from a lamppost, 
but author Jack Jewell is among those who qqestion 
this, pointing out that there was no mention of a 
. rope "in the very full contemporary account in the 
Natal Mercury of January 141897". 

At this dangerous juncture the diminutive Mrs 
Alexander arrived while taking a late afternoon stroll 
from her home in nearby Med wood Gardens. 

Recognising the hapless Gandhi, she went to his 
rescue with flailing parasol, forcing the mob back 
until police help arrived. "Such was her dignity that 
the shouting, angry mob fell aside," said a report. 

After a brief rest at the main police station along­
side Medwood Gardens, the unbowed Gandhi insist­

premises by a rear service door, which the mob had . 
overlooked, with instructions to undress and hand 8 
Gandhi his uniform to escape in. Two white detec­
tives were also slipped into the building and soon all £4 
three emerged. > 

Gandhi was in a uniform and a makeshift turban, z: 
and the detectives were disguised as an "Indian" -
merchant and a driver, with the help of blacking. '() 

Helped by the poor street lighting, they slipped ~ 
through the crowd unnoticed and made their way to 
the police station. Stubbs, who co-ordinated the get­
away, later wrote: "I must say Gandhi had guts all 
right and never turned a hair." 

When Stubbs gave him the pre-arranged all-clear () 

ed on continuing to the home 
of his friend Parsee Rustomjee, 
near the corner of Field and 
Queen streets, where his wife 
and sons were already shelter­
ing. Although it was barely 700-
metres from the police station to 
the Rustomjee house, and Dur­
ban was but poorly lit by 600 
paraffin lamps, news of Gand­
hi's whereabouts quickly spread. 

. . . signal, the Super halted the ) 
Only the quick thmkmg singing and smili1:gly broke the "'Q 

ofDurban's chiefcon- news that Gandhi had recently (Tl 
walked through them and was 1 

By 8pm the Rustomjee house 
and store were surrounded by a 
tightly packed white mob, 
many of them drunk, who pelt­
ed the roof with stones and 
chanted: "Hand over Gandhi or 

stable of the day, saf~~y !n P?li~e, cust_~y. -:, 

Richard Charles Alexan- ~ts a lie, Its a he, yelled the ~ 
bewildered mob. To appease (1) 

d~ and the pluck of his them, Alexander let them CJ\ 

diminutive wif'e T ane choose_ a ~arty of four to se~rch 
. . I' 1 JI I the bmldmg, at the same time 

wielding her parasol, leading them in singing /I And -

d G dh · -fr we'll hang old Gandhi on a sour _J 
save an l I I om apple tree". Eventually the baf-

being lynched by the fled searchers emer~ed to report (f 
an'lTV mob that dav that the quarry was mdeed gone, 0 

o·, , • whereupon the mob slowly and'-. 
mutteringly dispersed to pub or --i-. 
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Gandhi controversy goes on 
. . . 

NEW DELHI. - The last former freedom campaign- against a background of "Gandhi i..;ust a figure independence - reportedl) 
remammg ashes of er and advocate of non- sporadic but insiduous in India's school history wrote in his diary: "The 
Mahatma Gandhi will be violence is revered - even bickering. text books. There is so more I see of that old man 
Laid to_ rest this week. by the British. The criticisms, which much ignorance about him." the more I regard him ru 
The simmering contro- . When Tushar Gandhi, have gone on for years, During his lifetime, an unscrupulous and olc 
versy over his character however, immerses the have homed iri on Gandhi most of Gandhi's critics hypocrite; he,wouldshrinl 
and his legacy to India final portion of his great the man and Gandhi the were to be found, not sur- from no violence am 
will not. grandfather's ashes in the politician. • prisingly, within British bloodletting to achieve hi: 

The notion of Gandhi's Ganges in Allahabad on Tushar has clearly been colonial ranks. ends." 
name being tainted with January 30 - f!!ey were ground down- by the Winston Churchill cal- A!Jlong his own people 
controversy of any sort discovered after lying debate. led him a half-naked fakir. Gandhi almost reachec 
would seem inconceivable untouched and forgotten in "Today, sometimes, I Lord Wavell, Viceroy of deity status. But then 
to most people abroad, a bank vault for almost wonder if India is ashamed India between 1943 and· were critics - even in hh 
where the memory of the half a century - it will be of Gandhi," he says. 1947 - India's. year of own familv. - Saoa-AFP 
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100 guards for 
Gandhi ashes 

NEW DELHI. - A 100-
strong paramilitary unit 
wi_ll guard the last 
remarnmg ashes of 
Mahatma Gandhi when 
they are handed over to 
his great grandson today, 
the United News of India 
(UNI) reported. 

The Rapid Action Force 
personnel would guard the 
ashes of the former free­
dom campaigner when 
they are released from a 
bank vault in the eastern 
city of Cuttack where they 
had remained unnoticed 
for almost half a century .• 

The um is due to be 
handed over to Tushar 
Gandhi at 3.30 pm, then 
put on public display in a 

park before being taken to 
the pilgrimage town of 
Allahabad in a decorated 
railway carriage. 

The ashes are· due to be 
immersed in the holy 
waters of the Ganges on 
Thursday in the presence 
of Indian Prime Minister 
HD Deve Gowda. 

Gandhi's ashes were 
distributed across India's 
states for immersion in the 
country's holy rivers fol­
lowing his murder by a 
Hindu fanatic in January 
1948. 

The ashes discovered in 
Cuttack, however, had 
been kept back for me in a 
monument before they 
were forgotten . Sapa­
AFP. 
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t FINALMISSJON 1 r Cuttack (India)- To the cry , f "Long live Mahatma • ( Garidhi", . the grea~ grand- , 
i son of modem India's ' ! founging father yesterday ; took his ashes out of a bank , i vault on a final pilgrimage ·• i to the Ganges-Riv-et. l : AbO\lt 1 000 onlookers _ : sang 'songs and watched ___ -· _· . ' Ttishat Arun Gandhi , I ernerge from the State Bank 

f of India in the eastern city of 
; Cuttack, carrying on his ; head a reddish wooden box 
t containing what he said \ were his great grandfather's 
. ashes. 
. 1be c1Shes are to be un~ • mersed in the Ganges at . i '. Allahabad city tomorrow. ; \ the 49th_ anniversary of the \ ; assassination of the Ma- i \ hatma, ... Reuter 1 :L ·-.... /-." .-,.· ... ,·,- •--·• ••m•,._ .. ,_~ ..... ....... . . o -
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Ganillii 'S ashes are 
immersed in Ganges 

ALLAHABAD, India. -

The ashes of Mahatma 

Gandhi were immersed 

in the holy Ganges river 

here yesterday, but the 

final pilgrimage of "the 

father of the Indian 

nation" failed to attract 
large crowds, witnesses 

said. 
In a united show of apa­

thy the crowds, including 
the prime minister, 
shunned Gandhi's last 
rites 49 years after his 
death. 

The ashes, reclaimed 
earlier this month by 
Gandhi ' s great-grandson 
after they had been mislaid 
in a bank vault since 1948, 

were sprinkled over the 
waters by his relatives in 
front of around 2 500 peo­
ple. 

Tushar Gandhi, who 
fought a two-year legal 
battle before getting back 
the ashes, led the ceremo­
ny from a jetty where the 
Ganges and Yamuna 
rivers meet in this pilgrim-

- 49 yrs on 
age town. 

Prime Minister H D 
Deve Gowda, who had 
announced he would 
attend the event, was not 
present but offered prayers 
to Gandhi in the Indian 
capital. 

· An official spokesman 
did not give any reason for 
his absence. 

Murdered 

Gandhi, popularly 
known as "Mahatma" ' 
(great soul) and "bapu" 
(father), was murdered by 
a Hindu fanatic on January 
30, 1948, a year after 
Indian independence. His 
ashes were shared out 
among the Indian states 
for immersion in the coun­
try's rivers. 

Part of the ashes sent to 
the state of Orissa were 
mislaid and only rediscov­
ered two years ago in a 

bank vault in the eastern 
city of Cuttack. 

The lack of people 
attending yesterday's cer­
. emony was surprising, 
since around 100 000 pil­
grims were already in 
Allahabad for an unrelated 
Hindu festival. 

Few of them, however, 
were drawn to the Ganges. 

Tushar reached the jetty 
• at the head of a fleet of 14 
boats, while the small 
crowd chanted "Long live 
Mahatma Gandhi. May he 
be immortal." 

He poured some 
Ganges water into the cop­
per um before pouring out 
its contents. He bowed his 
head, with his hands fold­
ed, then immersed himself 
in the river to end the brief 
ceremony. 

The poor turnout 
matched the lack of inter­
est during Tushar 
Gandhi's highly-publi-

cised, 550-km train jour­
ney from Cuttack to 
Allahabad. 

Officials said no more 
than 100 people gathered 
at each station on the jour­
ney, while around 5 000 
of Allahabad's 800 000 
population paid homage 
to Mahatma Gandhi' s 
memory yesterday morn­
ing at a specially-erected 
tent where garlands of 
flowers were draped 
around his portrait. 

Tushar Gandhi, howev­
er, said he was not disap­
pointed with the turnout. 
- Sapa-AFP; 

TUSHAR GANDHI (Bearded, left) is joined by other relatives as he carries 

an urn containing part of the ashes of his great-grandfather, Mohandas 

Gandhi, India's indepe'ldence leader, to be placed at a viewing gallery in 

Allahabad yesterday. The ashes were later immersed in the Ganges River. 
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Mnr. Tushar Gandhi (mlddel) en lede van sy famllie strool glster die 
laaste as van sy oupagrootjie, Mahatma Gandhi, In die hellige Ganges­
rlvler by Allahabad. Foto:AP 

Gandhi se as vind laaste 
rusplek in heilige Ganges 
ALLAHABAD. - Die laaste as van 
Mahatma Gandhi, vader van die 
Indiese nasie, is gister in die Gan­
gesrivier gestrooi - presies 49 
jaar na sy dood. 

Die as, waf vroeer vandees­
maand deur Gandhi se agter­
kleinseun opgeeis is nadat dit se­
dert 1948 in 'n kluis van 'n bank 
gele het, is oor die rivier gestrooi 
terwyl 2 500 mense toegekyk het. 

Mnr. Tushar Gandhi ·wat twee 
jaar in die hof geveg het om die as 
te kry, het die geleentheid gelei. 

Mnr. H.D. Deve Gowda, pre-

mier van Indie wat aangekondig 
het dat hy die geleentheid sou by­
woon, was nie daar nie. 'n Ampte­
like woordvoerder het geen rede 
vir sy afwesigheid verstrek nie. 

Mnr. Gowda en pres. Shankar 
Dayal Sharma het egter wel in 'n 
praalgraf in die hoofstad, Nieu­
Delhi, vir Gandhi gebid. 

Gandhi is op 30 Januarie 1948-
'n jaar na onafhanklikwording -
deur 'n Hindoe fanatikus ver­
moor. Sy as is onder die provin­
sies verdeel om in die riviere ge­
strooi te word. - (Sapa-AP) 
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-Canahi's mystic legacy is under attack. 
in the turmoil of secular, inodet,n ! ndia 
BY SIDHARTH BHATIA 

New Delhi - Mahatma Gandhi's name 
has-an almost mystic resonance in 
India and in most other parts of the 
world, including South Africa. • 

India's high commissioner to Preto­
ria is a grandchild and the recent co­
production of a film on his early years 
as a lawyer in Natal have only served 
to reinforce that bond. 

This week Gandhi's ashes were 
poured into the River Ganges to mark 
• the 49th anniversary of his assassina­
tion, and later this year India will cele­
brate the half-century of the indepen­
dence he lived and died for. 

But the trtith is the man's political 
and social legacy is dead in modem 
India. Gandhi, who was killed by an 
assassin's bullet in New Delhi on Janu­
ary 30 1948, is alive more through 
stony monuments and in platitudes 
than in any real sense. 

His economic ideas were never 
ta en seriously and his steadfastly 
moral approach seems a strange 
anachronism in India's corruption-rid­
den politics. But most politicians at 
least used to pay lip service to the man 
whose strategies and sheer moral 
courage defeated the strongest imperi-

al power of its time. 
Now the man · is being subject to 

outright abuse and ridicule. A politi­
cian got into what is increasingly be­
coming a fray by stating that Gandhi 
could not be described as the "father of 
the nation". India as a nation went 
back several millennia and at best 
Gandhi could be credited with having 
led the battle for independence from 
British rule. This ~ent is insidious 
because several right-wing Hindu po­
litical parties have been trying to por­
tray India as an ancient and great 
Hindu civilisation with a long tradition 
of nationhood, thus concluding that 
Muslims and other minorities are "for­
~ign" elements. This goes completely 
against the secular and pluralistic 
agenda of modem India and by under­
mining Gandhi, these parties want to 
negate everything he stood for. 

The truth is that when the British ar­
rived, India was not one country and 
certainly not one nation in the ethnic 
sense. The modem idea of India was 
forged when it became one administra­
tive unit under the British. 

For all practical purposes, Gandhi, 
and most of what he stood for, has lost 
its importance in today's· India. - For­
eign Service 
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Station to 
be named 

after G&ndhi 
DURBAN. - A rail- fall of HD Deve Gowda's 
way station would be Front government, interna-
named after India• s tional news reports said. 
Mahatma Gandhi to Pres Mandela said 
honour one of South South Africa wanted to 
Africa's greatest lead- strengthen its ties with 
ers, President Mandela south-east Asia out of 
announced in Durban respect for the local Indian 
yesterday. community. 

He did not say which Rain did nothing to 
station would be named dampen the spirit of the 
after Gandhi, who led a children who pushed and 
passive resistance protest shoved their way towards 
against racial discrimina- the stage, where Pres Mail-
tion in the early 1900s. dela, Zulu King Goodwill 
The protest resulted in Zwelithini, KwaZulu/ 
the Indian Relief Act Natal premier Dr Ben 
being passed in 1914. Ngubane and African 

Pres Mandela was National Congress provin-
addressing more than cial leader Jacob Zuma 
40 000 school children at were seated. - Sapa. 
a Hare Krishna festival _ 
for the children of the 

• Rainbow Nation in Dur­
ban's Kings Parle Sta­
dium. Tens of thousands 
of children received food 
parcels before entering 
the stadium. 

Pres Mandela said 
Indian Prime Minister 
lnder Kumar Gujral 
would visit South 
Africa as his guest next 
month. 

Mr Gujral was sworn 
in on Monday after the 

17 bo( ll-{-lfj 
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Mandela, Ghandi now' 
Freemen of Pmb 

MARITZBURG. - Pre­
sident Mandela yesterday 
accepted the posthumous 
conferral of the freedom 
of Pietermaritzburg on 
Indian · leader Mahatma 
G~i. -
- Pres Mandela was yes­

terday morning also 
granted the freedom of the 
city . 

Yesterday afternoon's 
ceremony took place at the 
'Pietermaritzburg railway 
station where Ghandi was 
thrown off a train in 1893 
for being an Indian . travel­
ling in a first class car-

riage, 
The incident led to his 

passive resistance cam­
paign against racial dis­
crimination. 

Pres Mandela said: 
"Today we are righting a 
century-old wrong. 

"This station, once one 
of the world's most notori­
ous symbols of discrimi­
nation, intolerance and op­
pression, today proclaims 
a message of dignity re­
stored. 

"Ghandi's magnificent 
example of personal sacri­
fice and dedication in the 

face of oppression was one 
of bis many legacies to our 
country and to the world. 

"The. values of toler­
ance, mutual . respect and 
unity for which he stood 
and acted had a profound 
influence on our liberation 
movement and on my own 
thinking," Pres Mandela 
said. 

He said as South 
Africa's people had been 
the agents of their own lib­
eration, defying oppres­
sion and deprivation, they 
were now critical to the re­
construction and develop-

ment programme, both as 
beneficiaries and as the 
driving force. 

Pres Mandela earlier 
visited Imbali town hall 
where in 1961 he delivered 
his last public address be­
fore he was arrested in 
1962. 

Yesterday's proceed­
ings were delayed by 30 
minutes due to congestion 
caused by thousands of 
children and residents who 
lined the streets of 
Pietermaritzburg to wel­
come the president. -
Sapa. 
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Madiba, Gandhi remake history in Pietermaritzburg 
BY HEIDI GIBSON AND 

BRENDAN SEERY 

There was a palpable, poignant sense 

of deja vu as the slim, dapper, intellec­

tual Indian man stepped down from 

a steam train at Pietermaritzburg sta­

tion on Friday. 
Gopalkrishna Gandhi, grandson 

of Mahatma Gandhi and now India's 

high commissioner to South Africa, 

came humbly to receive the freedom 

of the city of Pietermaritzburg on be­

half of his grandfather. 
Just less than 103 years ago, the 

Mahatma, known then as an up-and­

coming lawyer, Mohandas K Gandhi, 

was thrown off a train at Pietermar­

itzburg because he had the. temerity 

to ride in a first-class compartment 

reserved for whites. 
The incident was a turning point 

for Gandhi. It set him on his path of 

non-violent resistance to oppression 

and colonialism, a path which culmi­

nated in. India's independence from 
Britain in 1947. Gandhi's involve­

ment in· the non-violent resistance 

campaign in South Africa was also 

the precursor to the central role 

played by the Indian community, 

through the Transvaal and Natal In­

dian congresses, as allies of the 

African National Congress .in the 

South African freedom struggle. 
After being welcomed to a Pieter­

maritzburg markedly changed from 

. the colonial town · which was the 

scene of his grandfather's humilia­

tion, Gopal Gandhi said: "When 

Gandhi was . evicted from the train, 

an Indian visiting South Africa fell, 

but when Gandhi rose, an Indian 

South African rose" . . • 
Another father of his country's 

freedom, Nelson Mandela, conferred 

the posthumous freedom on the Ma­

hatma. 
Handing over the freedom scroll 

Mandela said: "Today we are right­

ing a century-old wrong. This station, 

one. of the world's most notorious 

symbols of discrimination, intoler­

ance and oppression, today pro­

claims a message · of dignity re­

stored." 
Gopal Gandhi, speaking only 

weeks after the return of. Mandela 

from his third visit to India, empha­

sised the similarities in the histories 
of South Africa and India. He also 

pointed to the developing impor­

. tance of both countries in challenging 

the existing world political and eco-

nomic orders. • 
"The freedoms of Asia and Africa 

are of similar coinage as indeed are 

the strivings of all the developing na-

tions," .said Gandhi, adding that the 

"larger world remains discriminato­

ry dOd unequal". 
The Indian high commissioner ac­

cused the "world's powerfully 

armed countries" of raising "barriers 

of protection or preference". "When­

ever they seek to exclude the world's 

developing nations from a rightful 

share in the world's resources, or in 

political organisations, they eject a 

passenger from what they regard as 

their first-class compartment". 
Earlier in the day the convoy car­

rying the president to the city hall 

was mobbed by school children wav­

ing colourful flags. The delay forced 

proceedings to start late. 
To the accompaniment of Johnny 

Clegg's famous song, "Asimbo­
nang'UMandela" (We have not seen 
Mandela), Madiba entered the hall, 

pausing to greet those lucky enough 

to be inside while outside thousands 

milled around Commercial street; 

which was closed to traffi\: . . 
Time was not only turned back to 

the scene of Gandhi's infamous hu­

miliation, but it also turned back for 

Mandela himself. 
After 30 years, Mandela again en­

tered the Arya Samaj hall in hnbali, 

where he made his last public speech 

before his arrest. 

That event was ,the All-in-Africa 

conference, attended then by 1 000 

delegates. It was in the same hall that 

Mandela made a speech calling for a 

"non-racial democratic South Africa" 

and gave the government until May 

31, 1961 to convene a convention in 

order to do so. 
On Friday he walked up the steps 

and into the hall, after first spending 

a few minutes dancing Madiba-style 

with members of the Zibukezulu 

technical high school choir. 
Shan Pillay, the freelance photog­

rapher who captured on film Man­

dela' s original appearance in the hall. 

30 years ago, was there to witness 

the occasion. So too was one of the 

"foot soldiers of the struggle". Alfred 

Duma of Ladysmith. 
Describing the event, Pillay said 

on that night he and Creina Alcock 

had , eventually burgled their way 

into the pack of the hall only to find 

themselves on the front stage. 
"No-one knew who we were and 

everyone just assumed we were part 

of the conference," said Pillay who 

then watched as "this earnest young 

lawyer from Johannesburg" ad­

dressed the crowd. 
"I never thought I would ever be 

given the chance to stand on the 

same platform again," he said. 
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The father of South Africa's freedom, Nelson Mandela, awards the freedom of the city of Pietermaritzburg to Indian high commisioner Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi,. who received it behalf of his grandfather, Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the Indian freedom struggle PHOTOGRAPH: GRANT ERSKINE. 
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Gandhi's fannhouse demolished 
THE remains oflefabamla ('.andhi's farmhouse 
I outside Lenasia have been demolished, 

despite efforts to declare t he site a national 
monument, reports Ami Eveleth. l'hecbahman 
of the Transvaal Gandhi Centenary Council, 
Narotam Patel, said he had cleared the final rem­
nants off the site on Tolstoy Farm earlier this 
month, following the building's deterioration 
due to vandalism And Jack of funding. 

The National Monuments Council has been 
trying since 1993 to have the site declared a 
national monument, but has failed to secure 
the centenary council's permtsslon. 

Gandhi lived on the farm at the time of 
World War I and developed much of his Satya­
graha philosophy there . 
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New 
insights 
into 
great 
man 

MAHA1MA GANDHI remains a 
towering figure in 20th Century 
history, and will go down as one 

• of the outstanding moral figures of the 
past 100 years, if not the millennium. 

·This month marked the 51st celebra­
·tion of the launch of the 1946 Passive 
Resistance Campaign in Durban, 
sparked off by Gandhi's activities in the 
city from 1906. 

His reputation for sanctity in his per­
sonal life continues to be a subject of 
controversy in some quarters, however. 

This trend may have to do with an 
ongoing obsession with "debunking" 
the "not so rich but famous", on the 
other hand. 

The question remains: was he the 
"saint" as represented by Richard Atten­
borough in his epic film, Gandhi? 
Was there no manifestation at all of the 
"sinner" ? 

Yogesh Chadha, who gave up all his 
other commitments to write the biogra­
phy, explores this, and other related 
questions, in Rediscovering Gandhi (Ran­
dom House). 

Chadha maintains that Gandhi's 
greatness - indeed, his uniqueness - lies 
in his role as an innovator in politics. 

"Far from being a mere theoretician or 
analyst, he loved humanity with surpris­
ing compassion, 11 the author writes. 

"In fact, he endeavoured to found a 
new political order. 

"He was the first in human history to 
extend the principle of non-violence 
from the individual to the social and the 
political plane." 

An interesting aspect of Gandhi's per­
sonality is that he seems to have devel­
oped an early interest in eccentrics of all 
kinds •- Indian as well as English. 

Some indication of the fallible Gandhi 
is found in Chapter 4 - Briefless Barrister 
. -where the author refers to the jealousy 
the Mahatma felt in regard to his wife. 

Arriving in Bombay from London to 
take up the legal profession, Gandhi had 
time to "quarrel with his wife." 

Patrick Leeman' 

REDISCOVERING 

A 
THE MAN BEHIND THE SAINT: The cover of Yogesh Chadha's book. 

Chapter 5 - Unwelcome Visitor - chron­
icles in meticulous detail Gandhi's stay 
in Natal between 1893 and 1910. 

It was at this time that the lawyer 
turning activist came into contact with 
Christianity. 

Gandhi, the author notes, could not 
accept Christianity as the greatest reli­
gion, nor did he advocate Hinduism as 
being such. · 

"He did not understand the multitude 
of sects and castes, and the institution of 
untouchability. 

"If the Vedas (Hindu sacred books) 
were the inspired word of God, why not 
also the Bible and the Koran?." he asked. 

"He recoiled from the competitiveness 
of religion." 

Gandhi was impressed by the austere 
and devotional life of the Trappist 
monks at Mariannhill. 

None of the brothers ate fish, fowl or 
meat, nor did they partake of eggs, 
Chadha writes. 

Hpwever, the nuns had meat four 
times a week because, as the guide show­
ing him around, put it "the sisters were 

more delicate than the brothers". 
This revelation somewhat distressed 
Gandhi, but he felt compensated by the 
Trappists' other habits of simplicity. 

There is a lot of concentrated reading 
in this book. It is 500 pages long, but 
worth ploughing through. 

I am always suspicious when a book is 
billed as "the definitive biography". 

Is that not a matter for posterity to 
decide? 

In the final analysis, one has to admire 
the Gandhi as seen through the eyes of 
this biographer. 

He steers dear of the hagiographical 
approach - the name given to the biog­
raphy of a saint - and looks at the man 
as a human being, shorn of the myths 
which have surrounded him . 

In conclusion, Chadha writes that the 
Mahatma would have been distressed by 

• the execution of his assassin in 1948 . 
The attacker was hanged in accor­

dance with the law of India prevailing in 
1948. 

"All perpetrators should be won over 
through love," Gandhi had written. / 
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LETTER 
Gandhi's statue to go 

up in Washington 
A statue of Mahatma Gandhi, 

the hero and architect of 
Indian independence, will be 
installed in Washington. The 

United States government has ap­
proved the idea in principle. If all goes 
well, the Gandhi memorial will be in 
place by next January 26, the day India 
became a republic with its own consti­
tution in 1950. 

It could be installed in a triangular 
park opposite the Indian embassy in 
the US capital. The US National Park 
Service, the main authority overseeing 
such installations, cleared the propos­
al at a hearing early thts month unani­
mously, and with much enthusiasm. 

A master sculptor will make a 
bronze statue of the Mahatma. It will 
then be shipped to Washington. 

"It will take four to five months to 
cast such a statue, but it will be done 
within the anniversary year," says Shiv 
Mukherjee, the spokesman in the 
Indian embassy in Washington. The 
golden jubilee celebrations of Indian 
independence begin on August 15, the 
day the British colonialists left for 
home in 1947, and will last one whole 
year. 

An act of congress is all that is need­
ed for the statue to be installed. US 
congressmen Frank Pallone and Bill 
Mccollum, co-chairmen of the India 
caucus in the house ofrepresentatives, 

CAST IN BRONZE: Mahatma Gandhi 
have already introduced a Bill to 
authorise the Indian government to 
establish a memorial in the Mahatma ·s 
honour. 

"Gandhi's contribution to the eauses 
of democracy, freedom aud human 
rights are felt to this day, not only in 
India, but throughout th~ wc,rlrl, 
including here," Pallone declared in a 
statement submitted to the national 
capital memorial commission. 
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Vote for Gandhi as 
man of the century 

Tushar Gandhi, Mahatma 
Gandhi's incorrigible great­
grandsori, is at it yet again! He 
was in the news last time for 

immersing the last known urn of the 
great man's ashes at Allahabad, at the 
confluence of the three holy rivers 
Ganga, Jamuna and the mythical 
Saraswati on January 30 lastyear. 

Earlier he also made news by suing 
global TV tycoon Rupert Murdoch, 
whose Star TV channel broadcast a 
chat show during which certain 
defamatory references were made to 
the mahatma. 

Th.is time, Mumbai-based (Bombay) 
Tushar Bhai has undertaken a brand 
new mission: To get the world to vote 
for Mahatma Gandhi as the most 
important man of the 20th Century. 
He's just joined a group called the 
"Mahatma Gandhi, the Person of the 
Century Committee". 

Its avowed aim is to mobilise peo­
ple across the globe to propose 
Gandhiji's name for Time magazine's 
poll to identify 100 people who most 
influenced events in this century. The 
magazine will decide on the "Person 
of the Century" ·at the end of 1999. 

Quite sure 
Says Tushar: "We formed the com­

mittee in Mumbai last week as we are 
not only keen, but quite sure, that 
"Bapu" will be chosen as the Person 
of the Century." Tushar is the grand­
son of the mahatma's second son, 
Manilal Gandhi. The businessman­
crusader has teamed up with two like­
minded friends - K Pandyan and 
Vijay Mukhi, both information tech­
nology professionals - for cyber-lobby­
ing to make Gandhiji the Person of 
the Century. 

The fact that Gandhiji did not bag 
the Nobel Peace Prize even though he 
succeeded in liberatinglndia from 

the British does not deter Tushar. 
He explains: "My great grandfather 

may not have won that coveted prize. 
But most of the awardees, such as 
Nelson Mandela, the Dalai Lama and 
Mother Teresa, have acknowledged 
that they have learnt a lot from the 
way he lived his life. That is why I'm 
sure Bapu stands a chance of winning 
this honour." 

Tushar and his friends are inviting 
Indians, non-resident Indians as well 
as all those who admire Gandhiji 
across the globe, to contact the group 
and use its e-mail address 
(jan3o@mahatma.org. in) to make 
Gandhiji the Person of the Century. 
Incidentally, Time magazine has been 
inviting nominations through Internet 
(http://www.time.com) for its list of 100 
top personalities. 

A Time panel of experts will then 
pick from one of these hundred for 
the top honour by 1999 . 
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up in the cause of black liberation in the 
United States. But Gandhi had failed to make 
humanity follow the path of non-violence, 
and he died a lonely man, fully conscious of 
humai i failings in his own beloved India. 

Gandhi perhaps belonged to the 21st Cen­
tury. Some say he was too far in advance of 
his time. His "soul-force-technique" of Satya-

- graha may still become the saving force of 
humanity in the new millennium. And as we 
ponder his legacy to the world when we 
observe the 50th anniversary of his death, 

e we record with pride that Mohandas Karam­
chand Gandhi was a South African who has 
left a priceless legacy of struggle for justice 
and truth in our country. 

He pioneered the passive resistance strug­
gle against racial oppression in South Africa 
during his 1906-1913 struggle against the 
detested pass laws, the poll tax, the provin­
cial barriers and the right of recognition of 
Hindu and Muslim marriages. His name and 
the name of his wife Kasturba have a pride of 
place in the liberation history of our country. 

In 1894, when Gandhi founded the Natal 
Indian Congress, there were no African liber­
ation organisations in South Africa. In the 
Eastern Cape the Imbumba was the first 

MAHATMA GANDHI 
Barrister in Johannesburg in 1900 

African organisation established in 1882 by 
African Christians to oppose racism. If the 
ANC had existed in 1894 with its member­
ship open to all, it is said that Gandhi would 
have joined it and not formed the body that 
he did. But the ANC was formed 18 years 
later in 1912, and it was only in 1986, long 
after the death of Gandhi, that its member-

ship was opened to Indian South Africans. 
Gandhi's great legacy to South Africa is the 

fearless opposition to racial oppression, and 
sacrifice for the cause of justice and freedom. 
He organised the first opposition to the pass 
laws with burning of the hated documents, 
and numerous passive resistance actions 
against the pass laws followed thereafter. He 
was the first person to organise strike action, 
in the coal mines and the sugar industry in 
Natal in 1913, and thus created a useful 
precedent for our workers in later years. 

His great compassion towards his fellow 
human beings was reflected in the Bambata 
uprising when, as a stretcher bearer, he per­
sonally saved the lives of many African 
wounded, whom the white nurses refused to 
nurse. And he continued to evolve until his 
compassion enveloped the whole world. 

In South Africa he had united the Indian 
community belonging to the Hindu, Mus­
lim, Christian and Parsee faiths. And it is 
here that he learned that Indian South 
Africans, facing the common enemy of 
racism, had totally rejected caste divisions. 
Thus in 1915 he arrived in India with the call 
for Hindu-Muslim unity and the ending of 
the evils of caste divisions. 

Liberation history records that passive 
resistance was used as a weapon against the • ~ 
pass laws on numerous occasions by the Q 
ANC and African women. In 1946 the Natal C-­
Indian Congress and the Transvaal Indian . L) 
Congresses jointly rekindled the Gandhian 
Representation Act aimed at land restrictions 
and denial of non-racial franchise. 

_.,, 
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This was followed, in 1952, when the 3 ~ 

South African Indian Congress and the -
African National Congress jointly launched 0> 
the Defiance of Unjust Laws Campaign in '°" 
which Nelson Mandela and his ANC Youth 0 
League colleagues played leading roles, lay- t_ 
ing the foundation of the politics of alliance, ~ 
which fully developed with the birth of the .DJ:. 
Freedom Charter. 

Indeed, the South Africa Gandhi has left us 
with is a great legacy on which we reflect on 
this occasion when the world mourns the 
death of this outstanding apostle of peace, 
and celebrates his life. 

IC Meer is a member of the KZN 
Parliament and president of the 

Uberation History Foundation. 
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CHALLENGES: AN OUTLINE 

FROM ARTHUR GAVSHON 

TWO PRIMARY CHALLENGES await the 

policy-makers of the 21st century. 

The more immediate dimensions, demands that they should clean 

up the mess in the affairs of humankind which 20th centurions 

leave behind. 

Their second test~ and it may prove the greatest future 

leaders will face, is to catch up with and build upon the 

achievements of scientists. 

Consider the record of the past 90 years, first in matters 

international, them in the realm of understanding and 

controlling the forces of nature. 

On order in the World: 

Great wars and small ones have- taken a toll of scores of 

mi 11 ions. · Poverty, famine, disease sta 1 k whol E• continents. 

Rampant nationalism, racism, religious conflict bedevil 

relations between states and within states. Weaponsry in 

some regions supercedes the need for schools, hospitals, 

homes. Massive debts piled up before the millenial turn will 

need to be redeemed by tomorrow's generations. Degradation of 

the environment threatens to transform climatic patterns, 

ocean levels, food production. 

This catalogue of calamities is sorry enough. But sadder 

still is the reality that the objective conditions which 

contributed to them still exist and are unlikely to change 

while nations differ over concepts of democracy, of 

civilization, of human rights. And so long as nation 

states conflict bver values, attitudes, interests they will 

continue to perceive their security to be at risk. 

·A k~y questi6n~ to be addressed, then, 

objective conditions which have contributed 

and violence can be changed ever? 

is whether the 
to past · conflicts 

Oscar Wilde, whose humanism outstripped his diplomacy, 

insisted- - : "A map of the world that' does not include 
once 

Utopia 

is not even worth glancing at." 

Those sharing his idealism would spurn the scorn of the 

realists who profess to see .the world as they think it is. 

They would argue that if the powers were to enter the 21st 

century wi thq.1-1t a vision of being able to achieve something 

better than" what has gone before, then the lessons of thi~ 

millenium would possess little rational meaning. It would 

instead imply that the processes of .multinational 

expansionism, of bank impossed indebtedness, of chronic and 
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grinding poverty, of global warming and all the rest 
beyond control, largely irrev~rsible, constituting 
laden vehicles of inevitable disaster and destruction. 

are 
doom-

Yet around the world few societies would contemplate these 
implications~ Most sti~l yearn for their particular, priva~e 
br~nds of Utopia. To disavow them would spell surrender. •• 

For them, and even for the most cynical realists, the 20th 
century was by no . means devoid of the promise __ of better 
things to come, of tra~l-blazing achievements. Look, they 
say, at the promise which lies ahead and which could apply to 
us as well as to them. 

The Scientific Revolution . 

Within a relatively brief timespan 20th century 
have pushed back the frontiers of knowledge and 
about the forces of nature further than 
predecessors in history. 

scientists 
information 
all their 

They have detected and understood the basic nature of matter. 
They have begun unravelling the mysteries surrounding the 
structure of the universe. They have discovered the 
molecular processes of what to us means life. They have 
revolutionised geophysics plus the physics of computing and 
communications. 

I am not a scientist and will leave it to others to interpret 
the tremendous significance with which these advances are 
endowed. It is enough for me merelj to point out that ~ 

* The new technologies that stem from these discoveries 
have extended not only the capacities of the human mind 
but also with it the ability to destroy the planet~ 

* Physics coupled with biology has enabled the men of 
medicine to understand and begin to master the 
molecular mysteries of life and the rules governing 
genetics and the origin of diseases. Thus the start of 
the human genome project which ultimately, may be able 
ta provide answers to the cause and treatment of 
anything from AIDS to cancer. And, perhaps the most 
importantly~ the workings of the human brain and its 
connection with the human mind. 

* The Fusion between computers and communication systems 
has heralded the advent of the.information revolution 
that can transform societies in a global sense. 
Transmission of knowledge and data on every conceivable 
subject and issue through a system of millions of 
computers and communication outlets to people every 
where in time will translate the concept of the global 
village into a ~eality. 
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ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

At this time of historic geopolitical change and shifting 

power alliances where stands the United Natiors? Its future 

as the power house of the much vaunted new world order could 

be crucial if a cooperative global system to preserve peace 

is to emerge in the millenium ahead. Bu~ its past has been 

less than auspicious. 

The UN was set up to sublimate the craving by people 

everywhere for interr,ational peace and understanding after 

the slaughter and suf,fering of world war 2. Rarely did it 

satisfy that craving. The nationalism of member governments 

from the start transcended the idealism of the UN's founding 

fathers. Each of its past five Secretaries-Generals in 

va~ying degree fell captive to the rivalries generated by the 

east west cold war. The demands and dangers emanating from 

the super power dual transcended the urgent new challenges 

which arose to confront the world community. They were the 

challenges of the Post colonial era, of sudden social and 

economic change, the seeming disinclination of political 

leaders to listen to or hear, what their scientists had to 

say. 

Those who wrote the UN charter stres$ed that the organization 

should be served by men and women of -intellect, independence 

and morality, strong enough to withstand the maneuvering and 

manipulation of governments concerned primarily with 

promoting their own sovereign interests. Soon disenchantment 

began to set in. Nationalisms did more than shatter the 

unity of the war time allies; they also engulfed the infant 

international civil service turning dreams of universal peace 

into night mares of political cynicism. Major governments, put 

away their principles and set out to staff the UN 

~ecretariat with nominiees more loya~ to ·their sponsors than 

to the global community. 

Within its first few years two 

d~maged working relations between 

successive secretaries -generals: 

developments 
secretariat 

profoundly 
staff and 

In 1948 incumbent secretary general Trygve Lie laid 

down under a general assembly directive, that none with 

facist or nazi connections could join the staff~ 4 

years later this provision vanished from the rules. 

Ultimately it made the appointment of Kurt Waldheim 

possible in an affair that tarnished the UN. 

* In 1949 Lie reached a secret written agreement with the 

US state department allowing US agents to screen all 

American members of the Secretariat on political 

grounds. As years rolled by this screening system was 

extended to almost all UN employees and non American 

staff members of the specialised agencies. This secret 

process went on until cancelled by a US court 
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responding to a challenge by an American candidate for 

a post. 

These developments, initiated during the era of Senator Joe 

McCaarthy, continued long after his disappearance and served 

mainly tb reflect official US efforts to undercut the 

internationalism that was to have been embodied in th~· UN 

mission. It Also could be seen to reflect an American wish to 

control the world .body. 

That wish still is ~live. It resurfaced recently when 

leader of. a UN team charged with the task of checking 

Iraq's nuclear capacity sent all the evidence he 

collected not first to UN head quarters but to the US 

department. That official was an American. 
·"'-, · .. '\ 

the 
out 
had 

state 

This is a secret 
special message for 
which comprise, the 

segment of UN his troy th_at h.ii its own 

the officials who mana~e, and the states 

United Nations of the 21st Century. 

The world body exists to serve the interests of all · its 

members if any sort of coherent, enduring international order 

is to ensu~~ the cause of peace, understanding, cooperatioh. 

Unless it does so it will survi ve only as a m6nument to 

hopes lost and forlorn and the end of history will be long 

postponed. 

5 
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IN SEARCH OF COMMUNITY - A POPULAR HISTORY OF CO-OPERATIVES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

CHAPTER TWO - GANDHI AND CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH 
(DRAFT) 

Introduction 
The discovery of gold and diamonds hastened the incorporating of South Africa into the 
changing world economy. It fostered the shift from a pastoral to an industrial society. 
Also, it contributed to the transforming of agriculture. How this transition took shape as 
capitalism was implanted by force was called the 'agrarian question'. 

The modernising of society, or cultural change under imperialism, was stepped up. 
Imperialism violated the independence of oppressed nations or their right to self 
determination. How to resist this came to be called the 'national question'. Renamed the 
'native question' by imperialist rulers, it became a controversial and ideological issue. 

When Mohandas Gandhi came to South Africa, he set up small experimental 
communities. In them he pursued his vision of co-operative commonwealth. This was 
similar to the utopian socialists a century earlier in the agrarian transition in Europe. 
Unlike the utopian socialists, and related to the national question, he grappled with an 
alternative modernity. This was focussed on India largely. 

The Coming of Indian Indentured Labour 
The activities of Gandhi must be set against the background of the use of Indian 
indentured labour in South Africa. Under imperialism the first Indians and Chinese came 
as slaves and convicts. When slavery was abolished in the Empire, the British 
government adopted new forms of labour. Indentured labour was one form. In the Cape 
Colony the children of ex-slaves were indentured. The Voortrekkers took the system into 
the interior. 

To address differing needs in the colonies, the imperialists shifted labour around the 
empire. Leaming from the West Indies and Mauritius, they sought indentured labour 
from India to work on the sugar cane and tea plantations of Natal. Drawn largely from 
South India and the Ganges Plain, the first labourers came from the 1860s. They were 
recruited with difficulty. 'Coolie catching' methods were often used .. 

The labourers entered into a contract with the employer to work for a specified period and 
wage. Theirs was a precarious form oflabour, close to slavery. Placed under a special 
law, criminal and not civil liability was imposed. For any breach of contract, however 
small, the penalty was imprisonment with hard labour. 

In 1862 one of the first strikes in the South African colonies took place. Indian labourers 
on the Umhlanga plantation engaged in passive resistance against the owner Henry Shire. 
Complaints of brutal and harsh treatment increased. Emigration was stopped in the 1870s. 
The so called Coolie Commission was set up. Many cases of ill treatment, withholding of 
wages and flogging were revealed. 
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The Natal government was forced to heed the recommendations of the Commission to 
improve conditions. Emigration was resumed. There was a steady flow from India as 
new labourers replaced those workers on the plantations whose indentured status had 
expired . By 1872, only about half of the indentured workers continued to work on the 
plantations. • 

The rest became shopkeepers, domestic servants, fishermen, and market gardeners or 
entered other work. Able to acquire small plots of land, an Indian peasantry began to 
grow. White traders faced stiff competition from small Indian farmers and fishermen, as 
well as from merchants moving to Natal and the Transvaal as free immigrants. 

To prevent more Indian traders coming in and indentured workers from settling, the 
colonial governments stepped up discriminatory laws. A three pound annual tax was 
imposed on ex - indentured labourers in Natal in the 1890s. For the next twenty years or 
so this became a huge chip on their shoulders. 

Arrival of Gandhi 
Mohandas Gandhi, an Indian lawyer, arrived in Durban in 1893. He came to take up a 
case against an Indian merchant in the Transvaal as requested by Dada Abdulla, a Durban 
merchant. The intention to deprive Indians of the franchise in Natal drew Gandhi into 
politics. In 1894 he became the secretary of the Natal Indian Congress which he started. 

He was shocked to the core by the racism he experienced. Indian settlers were treated like 
pariahs with various restrictions imposed. Yet Gandhi had a great regard for the British 
Empire. This was illustrated when he organised Indian stretcher-bearers in the Anglo­
Boer War. This took place between the British imperialists and Afrikaner nationalists at 
the turn of the twentieth century. His attitude was similar to other modernist leaders of 
black nationalist struggles in the colonies. Like them he used respectful methods to raise 
the plight of Indians. Petitions and delegations to the British government were organised. 

But taking a step off the beaten path, Gandhi began to search for new forms of political 
struggle. Reading widely, he began to experiment with living a simple and self-sufficient 
life. From Thoreau he learnt methods of civil disobedience. He was overwhelmed by 
Tolstoy, who had an affinity for the simple life of peasants. Tolstoy had written a book 
called The Kingdom of God is Within You . It spurred Gandhi's search for truth and 
non-violent methods of struggle. Hindu, Jain and other scriptures also inspired him .. 

South African influences on Gandhi's experiments have yet to be explored fully. One of 
these was the Catholic Trappist monastery at Mariannhill outside Durban. It had been set 
up by the monk Franz Pfanner. Visiting the monastery in 1895, Gandhi was impressed by 
its contemplative and communal way of life. Laid out like a rural European village, 
Gandhi toured the workshops, fields, schools, hospital and church. The monks did 
manual work in the fields, making roads and cutting wood. They also adopted a 
vegetarian diet. 

Even though his early attitude itself appeared to be discriminatory, Gandhi compared the 
way the monks treated Zulu people to the rough handling of the white settlers. This gave 
him a different opinion on the native question he said later. He also met Father Bernard 



Huss at Marianhill, although when this took place is debatable. Huss came to be called 
'Social Apostle'. He helped to start the co-operative movement in South Africa. 

Another probable influence on Gandhi was the Zulu Christian settlement set up by John 
Dube next to Phoenix Settlement. Dube helped found the African National Congress 
later. The two men were in contact. Both were influenced by the educational ideas of 
Booker T. Washington. These had wide impact in South Africa at the tum of the 
twentieth century. 

After the abolition of slavery, a 'negro problem', a variant of the native question, arose 
in the American South. A political conservative, Washington sought to address this 
through the college he founded called Tuskejee. It combined education with labour in a 
new approach to industrial education. Propagating self help, students were encouraged to 
be self sufficient and self reliant. Learning to type set their compositions on the printing 
press at Tuskejee, they also learned farming methods and marketing skills. 

Dube had visited Tuskejee. Although facing stem obstacles, he started the industrial 
school called Ohlange Institute in 1901 on his settlement. In the mode ofTuskejee, it 
combined a school with training facilities. Dube also founded the newspaper Illanga lase 
Natal in 1903. Eventually it was printed on Ohlange's own printing press. Dube followed 
Gandhi's campaign of non-violence with critical interest. 

Other black nationalists in the South African colonies launched other newspapers at the 
same time. Intent on improving the status of black people, land, franchise and education 
were at the centre of their struggles. Gandhi was in contact with some of these leaders, 
especially Dr. Abdullah Abduraghman, founder of the African Political Organisation of 
the Coloured people. The latter publicised Gandhi's campaign in his newspaper. 

First Experiment with Truth - Phoenix Settlement 
With the aid of a few close friends, Gandhi started printing the newspaper Indian 
Opinion in Durban in 1903. It was a weekly paper published in English, Gujerati, Hindi 
and Tamil. M.H. Nagar, secretary of the Natal Indian Congress, became the first editor. 
Madanjit Viyavaharik was involved in the production of the paper. 

The Indian Opinion lacked secure financial backing. Support from Durban merchants 
wavered. Most of the funding was coming from Gandhi's pocket. In 1904, worried by his 
paper's parlous financial situation, he came down from Johannesburg. When he left, his 
close friend Henry Polak gave him a book. Written by John Ruskin, it was called Unto 
this Last. In the twenty - four hour train journey to Durban, Gandhi found it difficult to 
put the book down. It was to change his life completely. 

Political economists based their theories on the actions of self-interested individuals. By 
contrast, Ruskin wrote that the welfare of society depended on co-operation and morality, 
love and labour. He was critical of modem civilisation and averse to the enslavement to 
modem machines. 

Gandhi later translated Ruskin's book into Gujerati. He called it Sarvodaya, 'the welfare 
of all'. Its teachings he summarised as follows: 



• The good of the individual was contained in the good of all 
• A lawyer's work had the same value as the barber's, as all have the same right of 

earning their livelihood from their work 
• A life of labour, i.e. the life of a tiller of the soil and the handicraftsman, was the life 

worth living. 

Ruskin's 's book had an electric effect on Gandhi. He decided to move the printing press 
from the centre of Durban to a communal settlement based on co-operation. All would 
have a share in the land and the profits from the printing press. Both the means used and 
the end results would be important. Not only would this enable th~ paper to continue. It 
would also enable Indian Opinion to help build a different way of life. 

A piece ofland fourteen miles to the north of Durban and close to the Phoenix railway 
station was found. In all it was 100 acres in extent. Some of the functionaries in the press 
ridiculed Gandhi's ideas or were hesitant. But others did agree to settle at Phoenix. Zulu 
workers were employed on the settlement, but later the settlers provided labour 
themselves .. They shared in the work in the printing press for which each earned three 
pounds monthly. For their daily subsistence each worked a plot ofland. 

In their experiment in communal living, the settlers overcame hardships and ethnic, 
religious and cultural differences. Agriculture and work in the press were accorded 
spiritual value. In mixing the religions Gandhi aimed to teach tolerance. All religions 
were accorded equal respect. Phoenix represented a quest to lead a good and moral life in 
the mode of frugal peasants. 

Production of the Indian Opinion was at the centre of life at Phoenix. In the communal 
settlements or ashrams Gandhi founded later in India, the spinning wheel occupied centre 
stage. Indian Opinion informed Indian settlers of their rights, giving them a voice. It was 
a guide, a source of information and education, and an organising and mobilising tool. It 
helped forge a new identity of 'Indianness' in an African colonial society. This was in the 
sense of the settlers belonging to one oppressed community, across ethnic, religious and 
class barriers. The colonial rulers forged a racial hierarchy. In doing so they sought to 
exploit the culturalist bias of the Indian oppressed. 

Indian Opinion also contributed to the growing national struggle in India. It did this by 
publicising the sufferings of Indian settlers in South Africa in India. In addition, Gandhi 
wrote a series of articles in the paper which were incorporated into pamphlets and 
popularised in India. One of these was called Hind Swaraj - Indian Home Rule. 

Gandhi migrated between his activities in the Transvaal and Phoenix. His communal 
experiments helped close the gap between the personal and the social, and the public and 
the private, recasting the meaning of family .. This had especial implications for the 
women on the settlements, including his wife Kasturba. She moved to Phoenix in 1906. 

Harilal was Gandhi and Kasturba's eldest son. Much of his time in the next few years 
would be spent in jail in the Transvaal. Manila!, Ramdas and Devadas were other sons. 
Scholars at the school set up by Gandhi at Phoenix, they assisted in the press too. Theirs 
was a struggle to live their lives like their father, especially Manila!. 



Among the founding settlers of Phoenix were Sam Govindswami Raju, Albert West and 
Maganlal, Chhaganlal and Anandlal Gandhi, nephews of Gandhi. Albert West, a printer 
from England, played an important role in the printing operations of Indian Opinion. His 
wife and sister Ada helped in the press too. Raju was in charge of the machinery, printing 
and binding. There were various editors of the Indian Opinion. Between 1906 and 1916 
Henry Polak performed this role, followed by West and Manila! Gandhi. Anandlal 
worked in the press, was a carpenter and gardener and was central to the work at Phoenix. 
Chhaganlal came to edit the Gujerat section of the paper and looked after the accounts. 

Satyagraha in Action 1906 - 1909 
The year 1906 was a turning point. It was when the Bambatha Rebellion took place in 
Natal.. In this struggle the Zulu fiercely resisted paying poll tax and the attempt to force 
them into migrant labour. They met with a savage response from the British in this last 
war of dispossession. It was a rite of passage from a pastoral to an industrial society. 

Although he again organised Indian stretcher bearers, Gandhi was disturbed by the 
lashing by British soldiers of Zulus on the battlefield, leaving the wounded untended. 
This roused an awakening in him. He took a vow of celibacy. Also, his valorising of 
manual labour and his search for a political method.that was non - violent seemed to be 
confirmed. 

With the Transvaal government seeking to restrict Indian settlement, the Asiatic Law 
Amendment Ordinance was passed in 1906. It proposed the re-registration and finger 
printing of all Indian men, women and children. They had to carry registration 
certificates. Failure to do so rendered them liable to fines, jail or deportation. 

A network of organisations had come to be formed by Indian settlers in Natal and the 
Transvaal. Based on religious, cultural, caste, class or political interests, it shaped 
involvement in social movements. Over the years Gandhi skilfully drew on this resource. 
On September 11, a mass meeting was organised at the Empire Theatre in Johannesburg. 
It attracted traders, hawkers and other workers from across the spectrum 

In defending the honour of India, the meeting vowed to refuse to submit to an unjust law. 
A resolution was drawn up. It stated that with God as witness all would resist the 
Ordinance unto death. Gandhi told resisters: Defy unjust laws. Show that you are brave. 
You alone will suffer the consequences of mistakes. The other side will be wholly spared. 
You may have your head broken, and be prepared to die. 

Volunteer resisters signed the pledge Ram Sunder Pandit was the first one to go to jail. 
Over the next few years many more were arrested, sent to jail, beaten, tortured or 
deported. But they refused to co-operate with the 'Black Law'. When the government 
promised to repeal the Act, they agreed to register voluntarily. When it failed to keep its 
promise, a second campaign started. Many more were arrested, jailed and then released. 

Among them were Gandhi, Thambi Naidoo and ex-indentured workers like Swami 
Nagappan and Joseph Royeppen. Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence was being turned 
into a weapon of struggle. Maganlal Gandhi helped him coin the term Satyagraha. 



Based on the power of love and truth, it supported close ties between the social and the 
personal. 

Gandhi believed that the essence of Satyagraha was resistance based on moral strength. 
This was in contrast to ordinary passive resistance which was perceived to be a weapon of 
the weak. Gandhi gave up his law practice to devote his time to the campaign. To obtain 
their support, he met with the leaders of the Chinese indentured workers brought to South 
Africa to work in the gold mines at the tum of the century. One of the leaders was Leung 
Quinn. A corps of volunteers picketed outside government offices. 

Again the Transvaal government repudiated its agreement to repeal the Black Law. 
Again the resistance campaign restarted. This time resisters decided to bum their 
registration certificates, and face the consequences. An assembly was called. Gandhi led 
the people in prayer. Participants then threw their certificates into a burning cauldron, 
cheering as they did so. About 800 certficates were burned. More imprisonments 
occurred, including of Gandhi. At the same time, some traders stepped up defiance of 
restrictions on crossing into the Transvaal. 

Over 2,000 Satyagrahis eventually went to jail. South Indian and Hindustani working 
people were at the heart of the campaign. Most of the traders in Natal and Transvaal grew 
hesitant at the self-sacrifice required. This was apart from a few stalwarts such as A.M. 
Cachalia, Ebrahim Asvat, Parsee Rustomjee and Sorabji Shapurji Adajania. Some were 
also critical of Gandhi's style of leadership besides his methods of struggle. 

Alternative Modernity 
Like the other Satyagrahis, Gandhi was being changed by his experiences of struggle. 
During his time in jail in 1909 he reflected on these experiences. He renewed his interest 
in the ideas of Ruskin, and especially those of Tolstoy, with whom he corresponded. 
What he did not share with Tolstoy though was his fierce opposition to organised 
government. 

That same year Gandhi participated in a delegation to England to present the South 
African Indian case. He was in London at the same time as the delegation of black 
nationalists who had journeyed to protest the forthcoming white union in South Africa. 
But the two delegations went their separate ways. 

On the ship back from England Gandhi returned to writing Hind Swaraj: A critique of 
modernity, it was a fundamental questioning of the bases of British imperialism in India. 
Key among these were the urban centres set up in India by the British with their modem 
technology. They aided in the exploitation and oppression oflndians, Gandhi believed. 

Opposed to the uncritical acceptance of the challenge to culture and traditional ways of 
life, he wanted to show that Satyagraha could work in India. What he favoured was 
sustainable livelihoods based on the regeneration of village industries. He started to 
experiment with this in his communal settlements in South Africa. Later in India he took 
this much further. 



Gandhi emphasized the dignity of manual labour. The majority, that is, the peasants, had 
the right to work. Devising an improved spinning wheel later, which could be used by 
village artisans, he also incorporated principles such as swadeshi. It encouraged a form 
of home based production. In the face of imperialism, a village, locality or nation could 
strive to be as self sufficient as possible. 

Hind Swaraj was an answer to the anarchists Gandhi had engaged with in England too. 
He also came into contact with groupings of these 'libertarian' socialists in the South 
African colonies. They had been gaining ground worldwide. As was seen earlier, they 
advocated the violent overthrow of the state and capitalism. These should be replaced by 
a society based on self management and decentralisation they argued. 

The Second Experiment with Truth - Tolstoy Farm 1910 - 1913 
Satyagraha had become a personal philosophy, a weapon of struggle and a way of life. 
Tolstoy Farm in the Transvaal, the second of the communal settlements founded by 
Gandhi, helped it to grow into a mass campaign also. 

The resolve of the Satyagrahis had been waning even as the campaign grew protracted. 
Government had deported some, and fined and imprisoned others. The goods of traders 
had been confiscated. Because of this, and even though the Black Law had not been 
overturned, the Satyagraha campaign subsided. 

If the campaign was to continue, resisters needed more intensive political and moral 
training in the weapon of non-violent resistance. Most immediately, Gandhi was worried 
about sustaining financial support for the families of male satyagrahis going to jail, 
largely workers. For the men themselves there were worries about the fate of their 
families. A number had lost their homes and livelihoods, even as their wives tried to keep 
both going. 

The solution was for the families to live together in one place, to become members of a 
type of 'co-operative commonwealth'. Not onlywouldthissave mon:ey:-Even more;the ­
families would be trained to live a new and simple life in harmony with one another and 
with nature. 

One of Gandhi's strongest supporters, the architect Hermann Kallenbach, came to the 
rescue. He bought 1100 acres ofland at Lawley about twenty miles from Johannesburg in 
May 1910. The farm was placed at Gandhi's disposal for the purpose of the campaign. 
On it were 1000 fruit trees, two wells and a spring. 

The aim was to make the farm a "beehive of industry" and to make the families self 
supporting. This would help them do battle with the Transvaal government for an 
extended period. Within six months the settlers had built living quarters for men and 
women, a communal kitchen, offices, a laundry, a school and workshops themselves. 

Thambi Naidoo was in charge of marketing and sanitation on Tolstoy farm. His children 
were among those taught by Gandhi there. Born in Mauritius, he was chair of the Tamil 
Benefit Society in the Transvaal. Gandhi considered him to be one of those in the 



forefront of the resistance movement. Very close to Gandhi, he went to jail a number of 
times. 

One of the first resisters to settle on the Farm was Gopal Naidoo. He was placed in charge 
of the cooking. Working long hours, he was very economical in the use of foodstuffs. 
Albrecht was a poor disabled German brought to the Farm by Kallenbach. He helped the 
settlers deal with the many snakes on the Farm without fear. The daughter of a friend of 
Gandhi, Mrs. Jayakunvar Manilal Doctor helped at the Tolstoy Farm School. 

Unlike Phoenix, both adults and children engaged in farming the land together. To save 
expenses, they changed their way of dress on the Farm, wearing work clothes made out of 
a coarse blue cloth. Leaming from Marianhill, sandal making and carpentry departments 
were set up. The experiments with diet, nature cure, living in harmony with nature and 
hramacharya or celibacy, which were initiated at Phoenix, were taken further. 

Tolstoy Farm became like a small village with families developing strong ties. The 70 -
80 settlers, both men and women, did everything themselves, • learning to live a simple 
life in harmony with nature. The population came from a variety of places in India and 
elsewhere. They spoke Hindi, Gujerati, Tamil, Urdu and English. In terms of religion 
there were Hindus, Moslems, Christians, Jews and Parsees. 

Gandhi continued with his teaching and religious experiment started at Phoenix. He had 
scant regard for formal education. But on Tolstoy Farm, as at Phoenix, he assumed the 
role of father of the community. He felt it was his duty to train the children himself 
Education was based on character building. The main part of teaching consisted in telling 
stories. Similar to Tuskejee, manual work was combined with instruction. 

For part of the day the children attended classes. The rest of their time was spent in 
maintaining the farm. A new feature on Tolstoy Farm, in comparison to Phoenix, was the 
vocational training that was introduced. The aim was to obtain the all round development 
of the children. In this way they could become self-supporting. Beyond that they learned 
to strive for the well being of the community. 

The experiment in the co-education of boys and girls was the most difficult of tasks. 
Controversial methods were used. At the same time the practice to overcome religious 
differences was amongst Gandhi's "sweetest reminiscences" of the Farm. Through this the 
children were saved from "the infection of intolerance". 

Resisters from Tolstoy Farm continued to defy the laws on an intermittent basis. Some 
sold fruit and vegetables without licences. Others crossed from Natal into the Transvaal 
without permits. From these settlers came the core of Transvaal Satyagrahis who took 
part in the final campaign in 1913. 

Satyagraha Campaign of 1913 
In 1913 Satyagraha grew into a mass campaign. Gandhi had been negotiating with the 
South African government since 1911 about the worsening predicament of Indians. A 
new Immigration Bill was being discussed. Early in 1913 Gandhi left Tolstoy Farm to 
move back to Phoenix together with his school. From here he recruited volunteers to defy 



the new Bill. Although the Natal Indian Congress broke ties with him, the Satyagraha 
campaign broadened to include women and especially workers on a large scale. 

There was especial focus in Indian Opinion on the working conditions of the indentured 
labourers. Not only was there a high rate of suicide. Some returned to India rather than 
suffer further indignities. Others sold their children because of the heavy financial burden 
imposed by the three pound tax on the families of ex-indentured labourers. Editor of the 
Indian Opinion Henry Polak went to India to publicise their plight. This led to a 
campaign there to end the system of indentured labour in South Africa. 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale played an important role in the campaign. A member of the 
Imperial Legislative Council in India, he was Gandhi's political 'guru'. In 1911 the Indian 
government stopped further migration to South Africa of indentured workers. But the 
three pound tax on the ex-indentured remained. Also, plantation owners continued to 
press for retention of the indentured system. Indian workers spilled their frustrations 
when Gokhale visited South Africa in 1912. 

With their livelihoods and household responsibilities at stake, African and Coloured 
women of the Orange Free State had begun a passive resistance movement against the 
pass laws in 1912. There were numerous confrontations with the police in 1913. Many 
women went to prison for refusing to carry passes. Indian Opinion reported on these 
happenings. What needs to be explored more was how Dr. Abduraghman of the Coloured 
APO, inspired by Gandhi's Satyagraha approach, contributed to this pass campaign. 

The Indian Opinion also reported on the Land Act of 1913 and the major strikes in 1913 
and 1914 involving thousands of white workers. Leading strikers were deported. Gandhi 
advocated co-operative methods of resolving the strikes, based on negotiations and 
dialogue. By contrast, the campaign against the Black Law had ground to a halt. 

At a mass meeting in Johannesburg a resolution to restart Satyagraha against the 
Immigration Bill was passed. Women were drawn into the campaign for the first time. 
Most were wives of husbands who had gone to prison, or who belonged to the Hindu 
Women's Association in the Transvaal. What strengthened their resolve was that in 
March 1913 the Cape Supreme Court had declared only Christian marriages to be legal. 
All Moslem and Hindu marriages thereby became illegal. 

Kasturba Gandhi declared that she would rather go to prison than be declared an 
unlawful wife. A group of sixteen Satyagrahis from Phoenix, led by Kasturba, travelled 
to Charlestown in Northern Natal. It included three other wives of Phoenix settlers. They 
were Mrs. Jayakunvar Manila! Doctor, Mrs. Kashi Chhaganlal Gandhi and Mrs. Sanhole 
Maganlal Gandhi. Gandhi had prepared the women, pledging that he and the other men 
would take care of the children and all the household chores if the women went to prison. 

The group crossed from Charlestown to Volksrust in the Transvaal without a permit. 
They were arrested and sentenced to three months in prison in Pietermaritzburg. Another 
group of women resisters, trained at Tolstoy Farm, who had crossed into Natal, joined 
them in prison. It included most of the family ofThambi Naidoo. About six had gone into 
battle with babies in their arms. Mrs. Veeramal Naidoo, Thambi's wife, was pregnant. 



This group had first challenged the licensing laws, going to Vereeniging to hawk without 
licences. Early in October 1913 Thambi Naidoo initiated a campaign in Newcastle to 
protest the three-pound tax. This had become a festering sore for the workers. The women 
went to Newcastle according to plan, meeting with the workers and their wives. They 
persuaded the railway workers and miners to go' on strike. 

But it was the arrest and imprisonment of the women that especially angered and roused 
the Indian community. Between four and five thousand coal miners laid down their tools 
and went on strike in Newcastle in October 1913. They marched into town demanding an 
end to the three-pound tax. The victims of police brutality, they were barricaded in the 
mine compounds by their employers. A spontaneous strike broke out. There was violent 
confrontation. Several strikers were killed or injured. 

The number of strikers grew. Some decided to join the Satyagrahis. Led by Gandhi, a big 
march to cross the Transvaal border was planned. Taking place in eight stages, it involved 
over two thousand men, women and children. The marchers hoped to flood the prisons. 
Gandhi and the other leaders faced the challenges of feeding and accommodating them. 

When arrested the Satyagrahis surrendered peacefully. They sometimes gave false names 
to the police. This was to ensure that especially the well-known Satyagrahis would not be 
overlooked for arrest. Gandhi was arrested three times and released. Other leaders like 
P.R. Naidoo took over. Even when these leaders were arrested the march continued. The 
marchers aimed to reach Tolstoy Farm. A male marcher, Nagappen, died after being 
detained. Kasturba Gandhi came out of jail with her health shattered. Mrs. Veeramal 
Naidoo gave birth the day after her release. 

Shivpujan Budree was one of the youth who had attended the Phoenix school who was 
sentenced to three months hard labour. Gandhi's younger sons went to jail as satyagrahis 
at various times between 1910 and 1913. Valliama Munuswami Mudliar was a sixteen 
year old from Tolstoy Farm who joined the final struggle in 1913 and who was 
imprisoned. Refusing early release, she became ill in the atrocious prison conditions in 
Pietermaritzburg. Soon after her release she died. 

The protests spread from the mines to the sugar cane plantations of Natal. Around 15,000 
farm workers went on strike. Troops opened fire on them. Some were killed and many 
were badly injured or beaten senseless by their employers. But inspired by the example 
set by Gandhi for the honour of India, the workers did not retaliate. Many fled to 
Phoenix for protection. By the end of November 1913 produce markets in Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg closed and work on the sugar mills stopped. Domestic workers also 
stayed away from work. 

The whole world got to know of the actions in Newcastle. There was uproar in India 
about the arrest of Gandhi and police brutality. Protests broke out in Britain too. Even 
the British Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, was critical of the South African government. Apart 
from this, the growing strength of the march and the persistent workers strike forced 
General Smuts to set up a commission. White women such as Olive Schreiner, Emily 



Hobhouse and Elizabeth Molteno intervened in support of Gandhi. This helped him to 
secure a settlement. The women came from pacifist, feminist or socialist backgrounds. 

Based on the commission's report an agreement was forged in January 1914. On the one 
hand it was agreed that the Satyagraha campaign would stop. In return the government 
agreed to abolish the three-pound tax, to recognise Indian marriages, to abolish the Black 
Act and to allow Indians to move freely into the Transvaal. 

The Satyagraha Campaign had paid dividends. Through this campaign it was made clear 
to the government that Indians would never obey the outrageous laws. Gandhi said, No 
clapping is possible without two hands to do it. Award us for it what punishment you 
like, we will put up with it. Send us to prison and we will live there as in paradise. Ask us 
to mount the scaffold and we will do so laughing. Shower what sufferings you like upon 
us, we will endure all and not hurt a hair of your body. We will gladly die and not so 
much as touch you. But we will never comply with your arbitrary laws. 

The settlements of Phoenix and Tolstoy Farm played crucial roles in the Satyagraha 
struggles. Gandhi doubted whether the struggle could have lasted for so long, whether 
funds could have been garnered and whether the thousands who participated in the last 
phase could have borne the hardships of struggle without the example set by Tolstoy 
resisters. Also, Satyagraha would have been impossible without the Indian Opinion. 

Gandhi returned to India with his family for good in July 1914. Before he left South 
Africa, he set up a trust to run Phoenix. Among the first trustees were Omar Hajee 
Jhaveri, Herman Kallenbach and Parsee Rustomjee. Gandhi's second son, Manilal, 
returned from India, leaving parents and brothers behind. For the next forty years he took 
on the managing of the Phoenix Settlement, and was an activist editor of the Indian 
Opinion, running it with his wife Sushila. 

Phoenix became more of a smallholding, participating in the local agrarian economy. 
Manila! helped draw the Indian community closer to the broader black national liberation 
struggle in South Africa. Descendants of settlers on both Phoenix Settlement and Tolstoy 
Farm came to play leading roles in this struggle. Included here are members of the 
Gandhi and Thambi Naidoo families: Ela Gandhi, Shanti and Roy Naidoo. Manilal's first 
daughter Sita later wrote a book about the day to day life at Phoenix after Gandhi left 

On his return to India Gandhi became a leader in the Indian struggle for independence 
from Britain, stressing Hindu-Moslem unity. He became a champion of peasants and the 
'untouchables'. Leading the strike in Ahmedabad by textile workers against mill bosses, 
he sought to use co-operative methods to resolve the conflict. Ashrams were set up on the 
models of Phoenix and Tolstoy Farm. In them he took his earlier experiments to new 
levels. Women were in the forefront in these ashrams. 

But many Indian Marxists viewed Gandhi as an agent of the emerging bourgeois, its link 
to the traditionalist peasantry. Some did change their attitude. They learned to appreciate 
his methods, especially his emphasis on the ethics of struggle. For his part Gandhi had an 
initial low regard for the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia: This was insofar as it was 



based on violence and class war, even if for the noblest of causes. He also opposed its 
base in modem materialist civilisation. There would always be inequality he believed 

But as socialist ideas grew in India from the 1920s, Gandhi entered into a debate with 
socialist nationalists. They were propagating the organising of co-operatives for 
production, distribution and credit, and the redistribution of land to the peasants. Gandhi 
began to apply some socialist tenets in his political work. 

Also, he maintained links with Indian leaders who restarted the passive resistance 
movement in the 1940s in South Africa. This movement had significant influence on later 
mass struggles in the country. One of the leaders was YusufDadoo. He became General 
Secretary of the South African Communist Party. He lived an exemplary personal life in 
the way of Gandhi, without attachment to possessions. 

Religion, ethnicity and culture are being exploited to foster social cleavage today. We are 
reminded in our globalised world that at the heart of imperialism is a war culture. In this 
context the relevance of the Gandhian philosophy is being rediscovered. 

One of the strongest independent unions in India is the Self-Employed Women's 
Association (SEW A). Its founder, Ela Bhatt, came from a family who participated in the 
Salt March in 1930 led by Gandhi. This was the most inspiring campaign in the Indian 
independence movement. It was a Satyagraha campaign against the ban by the British on 
Indians manufacturing salt. 

Bhatt is explicit that her approach in organising the very poor informal women workers is 
a Gandhian one. It includes organising the women into co-operatives. Over the last 
twenty years Vandana Shiva too has risen to prominence worldwide. She has fought to 
defend the freedom of biodiversity and the huge class of peasants in India. Inspired by 
Gandhi's spinning wheel, hers has been a struggle to defend livelihoods and food security. 
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~ be erected, ~ that all •ho withed to throw 

ia their lt>t with tbe Natives should be allo,rod to do 

10. But the7·were opposed to admission of Asiatics to 

the Na&ift locations.•· 

Aad _ a Reuter'■ menage from Bloemtootein dated 

Ma7 25, ■tata :-At the eleventh annual coo­

. ~4?n ol ~ South African Nativt: Natioual Congrea,, 

_ caow-- lD MlllOD here, the l0Uow1ng r~lutiou • wu 

_paaed llnaoimouily to-day : " That thit South African 

· : ·,__,. N.timl C:::9q~~_seDJbled at Bloe9l.fonteio 

dlia-•slh 4aJ of Ma;, ••••• Cli~'ititeif fttiiu -'5 
... -&ilkeo up b7 the · Coafereoce ot ~ Natiqs 

pd -.bcr■ of the NatiTe Main. ~oa bed 

·,.i ~ia oa ,tbe 15th inlll, as uprda the 

-1111ton _of coloured people . and A1iatic1 trom lciii:"a- • 

. liooe. aild evdo the et;cltJtioo ol Asiatics bOnJ. SQUth 

· Mrica," 
• 

In order to be eligible as a :Mut;Jiei-pal ."8ter, _ i.... 

should at oace see t!lat ratea du.-~ - lho ~ 

arc plf.id by the 1st o[Juae opt. ~~-ia tbi:lllllt .,JIJ 

for payment. • 

4 letter bas been forwarded tQ Ill t~~~,.l!t 
the Arya Pratinidhi Sabia, &,tern l.lriea, in ·w-m:.-1\ 
allegations ~ ve been made agaii.t•t ·-1'bahr Pra'.rinau.fih 
wlio is for the last two m()ntbs 'or so iuao'opt-ai _a\ad is 

due to leave io a Cew,.days tor India; abo,t -~ . 

ol purpose in coming te this colHltrp,_ ·1'be ~ c, -ie • 

grossly libeloue and we are, tbereffJfe,;. -uqJPle t,o,, ,aJ,e 
publication lo it in our columns. W..uQdental)(I fiom 

&he leUer that Thnur Pravi.Qlingh •as in tbe 11mce ot 

. the Sa_pha referred to. above u a IJllllt~ • of_· 'tlie,. 

Arya ~amaj. Raving· Nffed the Sal!llia ior •·•·ltrile • 

.oer..a _.JU[. .be. ltiC .. ~ . ~ ~ -~ IO ._. 

Africa for . a visit. 111 -.p~; 41--:--• ~­

w_c underatand, a cert!~ of •~ ~• ..,,., 

given to Thakur Pravmsan&b, A.ad, we entirely la.ii to 

see what ha1 • prompted the !abfla to atldlpt· to 

blemish the character of one who tw oece dooe g'Ddd 

__ __ to th,edelJ\. . We dbeepl~-- :.:tioa
1
• __ .~ ~.Sl,ta wl 

CODll r It to tuc - 0 . u,pa«• . &ild _, 

respect on tbeir _part. MOleOISthe ~ -... 

against /im are false and wit~ ■ql _ (~9~ 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
-+----

Il N connection with the Township Franchise Ordi- nance, e.lection of officials, and the consideration· of 

rianc«-, in which, as we liad stated in our lut the Licensing system _in Natal. Those intendit>g to 
week's issue, ao opportunity was to be granted join the Congress should at once app1:, to the HOb. 

to the petitioners, the Natal Indian ~ongress, to be Sec. Mr. ·s. R. Naidoo. tor lorma of application. 
beard at the bar of the house, we now unoentand • that A cordial invi t.ation .is issued to all to attend. 

tbey will be allowed. to ~ubmit their cue . before the 
house only tlrrough a legal practitioner. Hence it has 
been arranged th:ll Mr, Doull will reprelien~ the 
petitioners aod the hearing will take place on Monday 
the •9th iostaot at Maritzburg. 

Dr. Loram {one 01 • the members ol the Native 
Affairs Commission) was rdeeotly ioterYiewed by the 
~ru,ul in connection with the Yiew, .expressed at the 
conference between the members of the Commission 
and representative Natives from the lour Provinces of 
the Union which took place at Bloemfontein. In the 
course of his interview, touching on the problem of the 

In order to be eligible as a Mu~icipal voter, IIMtian■ 

should at oiace see that rates due to the Corpo11tion 
are paid by .the ut of June next, which is the Jut day 
for payment. 

' 
.A letter has ~eeo lorwarded to us lor publicatio~' by 

• exclusion of coloured people from Native locatiooR, Dr. 

)-

• ' Loram is reported to have said, that coloureds who had 

the Arya Pratioidhi Sabha;' E~tem Africa, io whi: h 
allegations l\?.ve been made against Thakur Pravinsingh 
wlio is for the last two months or so amongst us and is 
due Lo leave io a few . ..days for India, about his hooesty 
of purpose in coming t8 this country, The letter is 
grossly libelous and we are, therefore, unable to give 
µubli catioo to it in our columns. ~ undentand from 
lhe lettttr that T~alrnr Pravinsingh was iu the service of 
the Sa_bha referred to. above as a missionary • of t~e __ 
Arya Samaj. Having serYed .the Sabha for a little 
over. a year he left the .. semctt and came to South 
Africa tor a visit lo approciatlon of hia . ..-vi~ 
we uoderstand, a certificate ol utisfactory aervice was 
given to Thakur Pravipsingh. And we entirely fail to 
see what has prompted the Sabha to attempt to 

acquired rights iu loca1io11s, or who had become one 
with the. Natives, should be allowed to • remain, but it 
would .be wiser to elimioate others gradually, and 

- - -.UOW-no~more to come;o, 0 .0 that· tbe Ntti..e, could 
·. , preNITC their race integrity. A minority of Natfye 

delegates present urged, however, that no ring fence 
lhould be erected, .ind that all who wished to throw 
in their lot with the NatiYes should be allowed to do 
so. But they were 011posed to admission ul Asi11tic1 to 
the Native locations.' ' • 

And a Renter's message from Bloemfontein dated 
May :r5, states :-At the eleventh annual con­
Yentioo ol the South African Nativt: National Congress, 

• now in session here, the following resolution was · 
paaeed unanimously to-day : "That this South African 
.Native National Congress assembled at Bloe111lonteio, 
tbia •5th day of May, i911, di110Ciatea itself iroai the 
attitude taken up by the Conference of some Nati.-ea 
and memben of the Native Alfain Commiuion hold 
at -Bloemfontein on the 15th inst., u regard• the 
ucl111ion of coloured people and Asiatics from loca­
tions, and even the exclusion of Asiatics from South · 
Africa." 

Reuter (London) understands that the Eut Africa 
Indian deputation will nuintain the closest touch with 
the lodi1 Office, which will continue under . the oew 
regime to do its utmostto laci litate the 1ettl~111el_lt ol 
the Kenya . difficulties. W~ile it . ii, unlikely that a 
tettlement will be regarded as entirely satisfactory by 
either the aettlen orthe Indians, it i ■ belived tbanbe 
dilcuhions are now tending towards an amicable 
eolution of the problem, which, ii not ff'nal, will be 
comidered by both 1ide1 11 a temporary 1ottlemeot It 
ia considered likely that it will be ponlble' to announce 
1uch a settlement in the cou~ of the nyt fewweets. 

The annual moetiog ol the Pietermariuburg Braoch 
of the :Natal Indian Congress will be held io the 

-~~_, .. . , .. .. -~. ff:!:· 6~~~fe1i~~•·1atr~iia,ii~~ .. !f.!!.l7Ii~i~m~~r~~. 
basinee1 of tbe meeting is the con1ideratioo oi lho· 

, 'totP111hip Ordi11-■c• and tbs .Rural t.io•■•i111 Ordi-

• blemish the character of one who has once done road 
to them. We deplore the action of the Sabha and 
consider it to be the • height of ingratitude aod dis­
respect on their part. Moreo..-er the allegations made 
agains\him are false and withou~ auy\ loundati9~. 

Thalr:ur Pra..insiogh, though not a quatL PaDdit, 
has a good knowledge ot Sanskrit aod Penian aoo be 
is well qualified in-singing qcred -«mp-·of the Hindu •· 
religion. lo fsct most of bis •preaching is done by 
1iogiog. As we had stated at the time • of his 
arrival here, Thakur Pravinaingb wai • for a tong 
time working for the A,ya Pratinidbi' Sa~. ip ladia 
and when be 1uff'ered the Joa oi m1 wife ~~rep 
whom the uoki1:1d haoda ol Provideoce sna~bed- away 
from him, be sold his bou1e at Badapur Jilli, Bijoore, 
U. P. his birthplace, and with th~ amount derived from 
it tte purchased a plot of ground 'and . presented it to 
the local Arya Samaj there tor whose cause .tM, n1 

working. Later on, a ,chool for girls wu built oo this 
• land under the auepiees ol -dle&majaed w &lti•..-l. 
we under3taod, • Thakur Pravin1iugh hu be­
que•d all the wealth he goslleises. Thakur 
Pmfnsiogh's minion to : ·:sou~ Africa. is • qltf'te · 
an independent .one and he representl no particular 
body or . inititufioo. He i• leadio~ • . ft!)' · titafJle 
lite, and his . wants are meagre. Though .lleloas· .· 
iog to a certain soction ooly oi eveii ~ . ,-IJUMlia 
community he wu able to attract ,~Ddua and 
Mahomedaos . generally to ~is . lee~~ / l>uriug his 
short stay here he bas dehvere(lsefMlt• l~turea on 
religion, and moral subjects which' tine gnmty bene­
.titt.ed~ . coDUDGnit,, - All : tl~it . who lim ·ldid· the 
opportunity of hearing Tb11,ltur IPraftlHi~la will, we 
arc •urc, re11rc1 the 1bortncet ol bi• • ttaJ i o th i, 
efllllllfJ aru.1 hi1 /lllfllftlltA will .,. "'i•■.fl -., all . 
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flt th~u Id 'be diEtinctly understood that we 
• are not re!f})Onsible for the opinions of 

I 19•~r;po~~~h,) . - ,Jj~ 

aud Tolstoy' _any more. In my humb«i 
opinion' "Besidi,nec's" Jetter is more fi~ 
for tho dust bin than "Pathc-r H.oberte'." 

\ 
·' f' INDIA~fsll 

(To,, the Editor; "Kata) Advertiser.") 

Sir.~!°sympnthfae ·with "28 Years' Resi­
dence" for the misfortune that has onr­
takt>n • him in tho c!ownlall of his idol di,·ine, 
Mr. GandhL All .will lldmit that :\Ir. 
{~andhi blie rendered invalu:ib!<' sen·icc to 
the Indian community, but it does not Iol-

i~ low from that, tho.t the conimunity is sntis• 
lied with his preseµt policy. Messr!!, Pather 
llJIJ .Roberts were quite right in 6llyini: ·wlun 
they haYe, and it is horriblv mean on our 
part to subject ._persons of 7Mr, Pafher's 
<'alibre to undeserved abusc.-Yours, l'tc., 

I 
'I; • ; I $ #- . ANTI-MEAXNFJSS. 

11q --c-- • 
('Io the Editor, "~atal Advertiser.") 

,1. 
1· Sir,-I fowe read the lotter above thn 

names of "8. R, Father and John L. 
Roberts" -with amusing inte.rest, fol' it no 
doubt ahO\va how these peor,le rune . read 
the Immigrant Restriction Bill and Justico 
Sear!t>'s' judgment. They call the telegrams 
sent by the "Anjuman Islam nnd Zorastriati 
Anjumnn" misludinl,l', because it supports 
the nolicv of the South African Indians' 
leade-r. Well, I nm surprised to note this is 
the logic that one· lc.nms in Lona-;m, nor 
eould I believe that headmasters would rcil.-
, son in this foa,hion: It is like saying, be-
cu11se Mr, Gai:ehj'p policy ie to 
-Iol!ow . the , t\u , we sh,;mld not 
practice that virtue, He then de­
clares in the same breath that because you 
·could count the number of · Parsee~ -0n the 
ten finger~ of your hands, it shQu!d carry 

~s no we.ight nor cou!d it S!)<'ak on ·behalf of 
er t,he Durban Indian~. But dors "my Anju­
,;; . n1an" mean S!'{::uting on behalf of ·•rather 

u,d Roberts," or the Durban Indians! I 
t h should like to know what locuil standi your 
Fl correspondents have to assert the rigmnrole 

they do. If they do not know, let t11~m 
.e- leran thi•, that Mr. Randavee and Mr. 
1: , Parsee· Rust-Omjeo ere perfc.ctly rliht to 
,r- protest on behalf of tJioir ,\njuma.ns, and 
nd thnt 1\fossrs. Pathcr and . Roberts JJre 

-neither Mohamcdans nor &races to ·raise 
ld thcir notorious but foolish cry, e.nd it would 

be advi!o.b!E: for them to' mind their own 
:S• busi'ness in their own con11;rcgation, lest they 
i'3• hear the echo declare "Shut np."-Yours, 
. etc., ~ 

'
13 A MEMBER OF ANJtJM:AN ISLAM. 
D1 6 • -

W'\ 5 (To the ,ll!dltor, ''Natal Advertiser."). 

Sir.-! notice 1our correspondents, Messrs, 
S. R. P&thl'r and John L. Roberts nro 
trying tO P<t\O" how tho lcgi~i,u:1r,, proh•s1$ 
of thc Anjuni1m Ialam. and Zorastrian .An- · 

in juman •llfO misleadinlf, bu.t they fail, and 
fail mlser11bly, inl\_smuch that II qua!ificd 
barrister will not tal.e the brief of such a 

.-case wherC' a Mohamcdan and a Parsee 
. l l>ody·~t<•ite on their own beh11f, and yl't 

n-, lwo ·lndiRns hne the 11udacit.y, -who are 
h~ ; tieither on11 nor the other, to question t.heir 
j ,J9ro,s;:Jt-ai1di.. I !•ipectrd_ 11-t l<'aa~ thai_: J.Ir. 

Pathcr would know tffis as a barnstn. 
·a I-•thinh_jf these ~wo ~rsona sit . together 

h:f· •·imd ··t:1l:lm1y pont.ler over the froth and, 
I!)- \·cngfa'm•o whkh th<"y have . poured Oil 

tho _plaitoJ of your valuable journal, they 
·ee ·woul<l'8,ie that they have bePn in a hurry 

to becoI!l.tt Jamoue by su~h abaurd t.rgu-
on · :nient~. · ' . 

' ,, lf '' t.ha·11~i!ttor is nnalyood I &m sure it 
·would contain nothing for I your corres­
pondents 1,o· b<'! proud of, rat.her that they 
sWJ la.ck n very great deal of oxpcrionco 
to separnto the chnf! from ~ grain.­
Yours, ct.c., 

•<1::i.nr~RMASOOR.'' 

''IlABEKKALOP,'' 
- Yours, etc., . . I 

--- • \I~ 5i 
(To tho Editor, "Natal Advertiser,") 

Sil', - It was· am using to lllH to sco n n 
arlicle signed by J. L. Robert$ and S. H. 
Pather jointly, in your issue of the 29th 
ult., re In;,iian Immigration Restrict.ion. 

Your correspondents desire to point out 
that tdcgrams sent by tho ,·arious bodiPg 
lll<'lliionNI in th('ir nrticle, nre mislencli11g-, 
uu<l 1.1ppear to support Messrs. Gandhi, 
de., and thc•ir policy, I 8houl<I 1rkP to 
ask these mc•IJ, how are thePc tt,J,,gr'lnJ& 
mi1ileadin1r? Do they in any SC'll~C Sl'P­

port the action of the, Government ! .\re 
not these borlies, individually, ·ent-itkd to 
send tclegrums of condf'mnl\tion to i hn 
authorities? To put it purely· nnd •imtily 
these telegrarna are tn('ant t-0 bring hem" 
to ·the Minister in charge of thn Bi'!, tho 
force of the p'V)lic opinion, How is it ·nio-
leading! . 

Yes, I emphatically say • "yes,'' thrsc, 
t.cleg-rnms do snpport'-.Mr. Gandhi ·nnd wl,•t 
is he trying to do? He. is trying t,1 sl.cw 
to the Government that t-he Bill ,!,I <lo a 
lot of hnrm to th<' rPsi,font.ial Indians, in­
c!udino- Father and Roberts. Is it good 
or bad? • 

Furtlrnr, your corresponcknts trv to mako 
out that a m:ijority of. the 'lwr.,bNR ·of 
those- associations. men! ionNl :n thPir 
article, supported the presPnt issu(•s ,,f i hP. 
Natal Indian Coragt'<'s~. 0i1ly a ~oujority 
-as an argument let us t~kc; st.ill thPrn 
is . a part, <'lliled minodty lPft. ·., hi-:h rli<l 
not nf.iprceiate the doings of the Congrr.sft 
which has found such aupporters' n1 the 
persone of your" oom•spo,idents. 

A Congress, I beli<'\'e, ought. to hP 111 

homogenom body . . ~ it ii1 nppointt'd h,v 
the Yarious •eections~rnst harmonioual:c­
work nnd what about this minority? r 
eupp~fto your co1·rt•spoml!'nt~ ,,·onlcl hnYr, 
them thrown over ho a rd. Y.our con·,,. 

·sr,ondents a~sort that the majority cf tho 
Members supported thr Congr<'ss on Ratur­
day last, and Rt tho same time show that· 
they previously npproYerl the> ·•ction of 
t.heir a-seociations in ,t.ran.mitting thosA 
tt'lrgrnms. 13.v tloing thi~ thc•y <how tl.nti 
t.hes<' lift unfaithful. anrl b<'littlc> ti:, m 
softly as ·"turncoats," as their nrtick im­
p)ies. 

I should like to know sinc.f' whPn la .,~ 
?.Ir. Pather formed his. goor:l ,,pinion of 
tho Congr~ss? • Does he not remPmbPr th" 
number of times he uos mado nlleg:itirrn~ 
i:>Urporting to the bad managem<'nt ,;r thn 
Congress? 

When a ma,i' can publicly <lcnmtnce thn 
C"..ongrM!ij at ~" tim., an~ su11!>0rt ·t •I: 
~noth~r; shows hi• own tn<'OH•1$tl'•1r•.v or 
1,rincip)e;. Wh.l' ~111,~rt now :\fr. rnthr•r~ 
Pet·haps to grinc1 your own axf'. Wh.v 

-this article be signed coniointly? fa it: 
that Roberts has become Piither's "ChPla" 
(disciple),· o•r i8 it one is 9£raid -of the othrr 
or both ready fo sail i)l th<' iiame slioC' and 
tako conact1ttf'ni::f's in th,. ·tangungl' of 11; 

lawver ''jointlv itnd ~,,,,cra11r.'' 
!lfesa,~. fhi1<llji.nnlj Pnl~k T do ll!'>I <'lnitn 

fo b.- infallible. but -mek,. ideiil lrnclPr( 1 

m,,n with capacity •no hl~nh; i" •ho'rt. 
?.·ho • c-ould oommnnd l'(lgpf'~t, wh ;<'h n ti'° 

th(' i:-ssr.htials of leod"re, o11nve ~11 r,roc-
tical thi<ikPrs , nnd worki,r• ,vf,-, rnrry with 
them i the whole SUNJort nf Indinn• i,, 
South Africa ,,.,,.i Inrlin. nnrl ,~hose polir..-
1s soliduity, which,· n!"nin in the ,words of 
your NJrrPspondents. "is ,,, <'OrnplPtP vori, 
ance" wit¾ the !JOlic_r- ncfontPd bv your 
correspondents; '!l·ho nrp n.ftl'r all mrra 
non-entitiP~ in ou,· nnblic Jifl'-pns~in~, 
iatPllitCl.\!, ail it WC't!'.-I am, .. ~c.. .., 

·~ wi\'3.P . 
(To the Edit.or, "Natal Advertiser,") 

... Sir,-I submit "28 Years' Residen~" 
hiis not disproved one single statement of 
ours. Hia · oont.ribution is a. suceessful 1'11-

dcavour to demonstrate l1is powers of ig­
•nobl.a ,·i-tuperation. I am not at prescnb 
-concorned about th<' sa<'!'ifi-0<'s undergone 
bl' ·;,fr. Gandhi or anybody elsf', nor do I 
soUc.it "28-:Yelir11' 'Rcsiilcncn"-i;o:-a-ccept"mo 
·a3 his leadPr, Whatever ~Ir. Roberts nnd 
myself la.y down in our contribution are 
patent and incontrovertible facts, Tho 
pcopk, •· of Dnrban arc not ea:.i;cr to <;m­
brac(I . ;\Jr. ,Gandhi's pet "passive resist­
r.n()(.)," -nor. ' 't .they prepared to sacrifice 
.iMh- exuitiJ\j, 1iihts for the sake-of the 
Tran~vanl. Th.- Indians of Durban dl'siro 
eornething pr:ictical to )fr. Gandhi's 
tlworetknl. It will b<r Quixo\io to lay 
down the put'rile niaxim that 110 person 
•hould • write to th<' P1·css • to tafrguard 
rights w.hioh nmv bo in,•ftded simply be­
eause )fr. Gandhi !sys don·n n particulnr 
policy- which receivt's the unstinted sup­
port of "28 Years' R<>sidencc." I exhort 
"28 Yf'&rS' Residence" to draw, in his 
lk!XI, contribution, mor,, upon /nets th:in 
on l1is seemingly fertile imaginntion.-

Yours~ ;~\~ 1 S. ~- PATHER.. 

(To the Editor, "Natal Advertiser.") . 

Sir,-"28 Yenrs' R.i~iden<'C" nsks: 
"Who is Pather Robe~t3f" •· Sinco we 
know who Mr. Pat.her is, very well, one 
may surely ask who "28," etc., is! H the 
honourable gentlemim c:inriot contro\'ert 
what Messrs. Pat.her and Roberta· state, 
why does he stultify himself by silly quos­
tions and futile abuses? Let him . p-iacc 
!acts before. th(I public and it will draw its 
ow11 deductiom. One thing, however, • ia 
crrtain, ,·i£.. that Mr. Gr.ndhi and hi~ 
sateUites have prornd a miserable failurl', 
and wo do not want pa!\'!ive resistance 

-·------------------

Durban. 
"BALU::.f." $'(,,... ~ --

/kn 
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MAHATMA GANDHI n n-violent revolutionary 

Daily News ·Reporter 

''MOST RELHaot·s men I have met are politicians fn disgui~c~ I. how• 
ever. who wear the guise of a politician. am at heart a religious man." 
Ghandi once said. But it \\ ,1:-; certainly his political activity that mude it.8 
mark on history. 

Wilm he returned to !ndia in 
.1!!14 he was a man of gl'eat 
political prestige tmt hi::; strug­
gk in this countt·v lef.t him 
with no immediate role of his 
own. He clN·ided •lo give np 
practism,! as a I a w y c r. 
Satyagrap,ha hHrl ht,en his 
1wrsonal contrihution 111 thi-, 
worirl an•l he V'OUlcl adapt it to 
li:-!lu 

Jn !\lay. J\Jlfi, he starter! ;m 
ashrc1m i;, lay community) 
originally 111 AhmPrlabad, and 
~ettlecl then' with a small group 
of disl'iples, some of whom 
carnr; from ~outh Afrie,,. 

Tlwv inclurlPd m arr 1 ,. rt 
•,,uples and d1ildren who wrorn 

dividPd rough[~, in10 con-
trol'lers.. r;mdirlates 1 n d 
~tudents. Thev touk 14 vows;. in­
cluding Truth. Ah i 111 ~ a. 

f~~ PART IV 
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fearlessness and Rejection of 
lTntouchability. Some of lhe 
vows were less usual. like non­
thieving, the Study of Politics 
in thP Light of Religion. Gandhi 
newr accepted the Christian 
view of married chastity. For 
him chastity was abstinence and 
he insisted that he anrl 
Kasturba. between whom there 
wa:,; now no physical rela­
tiontihip should hr. the pro­
tolypr> of married couples living 
in th• .1shram_ 

His fir:.t pulitical act came in 
1~17 wlwn Satyagrapha was 
launched. again on behalf of lhe 
indigo workers at Champaran, 
who wt-re being kept in a 
feudal state of suppress10n by 
the planters. Jfr followed this 
up by taking up cudgels on 
behalf of thf, Ji~•ople of the 
Khetla di&trict of Bombay 
whose crops had failed and who 
were being taxe<l as if they had 
not. 

But it was in 1919, when 

A sign 
of hope 
to ·others 

Gandhi was almost 50, that he 
came in sight of his real voca­
tion. Rt:bellion, profiteering, 
werp in the air and workers 
~im1nered with grievances. On 
top uf this the people were 
feeling the dehilitating effects 
o[ thP influenza and pneumonia 
epidemics which krlled about 13 
million people. The Sedition 
Hilb. based on the findings of 
Sir Sidney Rowlett, were dev1s­
N] to cope with the sttuation. 

> ·-~ .. 
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Ga~dhi turned his Satyagrapha 
aga,mst the British Raj, and the 
Transvaal drama was to be re­
enacted. 

On March 18 the Sedition 
Law was passed and would 
hecome Jaw shortly. Gandhi 
called a protest strike. Delhi 
observed the stoppage on 
March 30. Police an« Gurkihas 
opened fire on t h e 
demonstrators and nine people 
w~re killed five of whom were 
Hmdu and four were Muslim. 

A (temporary) unity was ef­
fected between hitherto warring 
sects and Gandhi was faunched 
on a succession of campaigns 
for Swaraj which ended in 
.March, 1947, when he took a 
train to Delhi to confer with 
Lord • Louis Mountbatten of 
Burma. thP last Viceroy or 
India, about how it was to be 
achieved. 

Poet 
The title ".Mahatma" had 

heen applied to Gandhi when 
he was still in South Africa, but 
it was the great Indian poet, 
Rabindranath Tagore, who 
starte'd the cultus. 

''Saint" is not the precise 
meaning of the title "Mahat­
ma". A mahatma is someone in 
whom dwells the spirit of all 
life to a specially high degree, 
who is holy, has risen above the 
common run of humanity, and 
is a sign of hope for others. 
Gandhi himself applied the 
term of a few other peop'le he 
held in high esteem, but he 
never relis·hed the title being 
applied to him. · . . 

• All the same. the Indian 
iuasses embraced him as a great 
soul before they knew him as a 
politician. He had struck a note 
which found a deep echo in the 
minds of a people l'esponsive to 
mysticism. He was an ascetic 
and never sued a debtor or 
gave evidence against an 
enemy. He believed in turning 
his own cneek (;and other peo­
ple's) and, despite his South 
African stand, he all\·ars 
travelled 1third c1ass . in lndia. 

"\6 ,-._l!.1-\G.\t>U :!> - . --- . 

passions of tm; own people were 
inflamed against each other. 

Both before and after · the 
partition of Pakistan and India 
bloodshed between Hindu and 
l\ius,tim w:as thought of as its 
final betrayal. But the system 
had other f·lraws. The following 
exchange bet w e e n Sir 
Ohiman11al Setalwad and Gand'hi 
is of interest: 

SIR CHIMANLAL: However 
honestly a man may strive in 
his search for truth, his notions 
of truth may be different from 
the notions of others. Who then 
is to determine th truth? 

GANDHI: The individual him­
self would determine that. 

Different individuals would 
have different views as to the 
truth. Would that not lead to 
confusion and worse. 

Honestly striving after truth 
is different in every case. -
That is why the non-violence 
part was a necessary corollary. 
Without that there would be 
confusion anud worse. 

Must not the person wanting 
to pursue truth be of high 
moral and intellectual equip­
ment'! - No. It would be im- • 
possible to expect that from I 
everyone. If A has evolved a 
truth by his own efforts B,. C 
and others are to accept, I 
should not require them to have 
the equipment of A 

Then it comes to this - that 
• a man comes to a decision, anil 
others of lower intellectual and 
moral equipment would have to 
blindly follow him. - Not 
hlinclly. 

.,. ~ .... 'T \N C)UI?,. - - • -· 

1\ straightforward Gandhi 
rev.ival, with his Simple Dife 
itheol'lies and cottag&1industry 
revolt against teclmology and 
what he thought of as economic 
oppression, is unlikely. Probably 
what is needed ds someone to 
give the essence of hls teaching 
a new setting, because when a 
concept is universal the setting 
C"an be updated without affect­
ing it. 

Mahatma Gandhi was shot on 
January· 30, HMS, by Nathuram 
Vinayak Godse, a 35-\Year-old 
Brahmin, who thou~ht he- 11:ad 
betrayed the Hindus. Godse 
fired three shots at point-blank 
range. Gandhi died, a Hindu 
martyr to ,the :Muslim cause. 

A cortege of thousands, 
singing hymns of practically 
every religious denomination, 
escorted Gandhi's body to the 
Jumna River, wJ1ere it was laid 
on a great pyre of sandalwood 

. logs and burnt. But most of bis 
ashes were imme,rsed in the 
Ganges River at Allahabad, as 
Kastlll'l:ia's had been four years 

.before. 

(CONCLUDED.) ------

His religious beliefs and 
personal purity both provided 
the impetus for his political 
career and gained him a hear­
ing. Gandhi could never have 
been a religious "saint", in the 
passive sense any more 'than he 
could have been a conniving 
opportunist in a political sense. 
Betrand Russell once said that 
the key figures of the 20th cen­
tury would be manipulative 
idealists. and of such was 
Gandhi. But S a t y a g r a p h a. 
founded and fovged in op­
position to the British and 
South African governments, 
was not :,O effel'tive when the 

b.._., \. 'I tJ ._ "'-IS 
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But in our own viol•·nt. 
bomb-hurling era, . Gandhi':, 
essential teaching has valid, 
universal . aspects. . Ra g i n g 
Northern Ireland, for example. 
ni,tght see that in their ex­
change of noisy insult, ,he 
truth both sides acknowledge 
is lost. - without absence of 
hatred, prejudice, and non­
violence of mind. 

He has taught :)dherents oi 
all religions, too, th a 
asceticism can he 1mt to prac 
heal everyday service -to make 
vitar, utterly truthful con 
itribution to the life of man. 
Aboi.:e aH, his direct, day;to-day 
moment-to-moment encounter 
with the Absolute leave m 
room for religion based on con. 
vincing expediency. Truth could 
be bent to fit a isituation: reli 
gion could not provide an es­
capist haven for coward~ 
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Human Dignity As Fundamental 
passes on Indians, and an in• 
dignant community met to 
protest. Three thousand 
pledged to fight the law. 

A deputation sailed to Lon­
don where Gandhi received a 
sympathetic hearing when he 
spoke to members of parlia• 
ment in the committee room 
of the House of Commons. 

But the Bill was pas s e d 
and became the Immigration 

by 
TIM MUil 

Restriction Act of 1907. 
"Gandhi.'' Mrs. Meer tellil 

us, "formed the Passive Re­
sistance Association and 
launched his first cam• 
palgn. Only 500 of a popu• 
lation of 18,000 Transvaal 
Indians registered them­
selves ... " 
Though arrests followed, 

the protest embarrassed Gen­
eral Smuts, then colonial se• 
cretary for the Trap.svaal. 

He negotiated with Gandhi, 
who was in gaol, and pro­
mised to repeal the Act if 
Indians submitted volun­
tarily to registration. 

Though many Indians felt 
Gandhi's agreement was a 
sell-out, he persuaded most 
to register. 

"General Smuts, however, 
did not keep his side of the 
bargain. The Act was not re­
pealed. Instead new mea­
sures were enacted against 
Indians. Their entry to the 
Transvaal was subjected to 
an educational test and they 
were prohibited from moving 
between Natal and the Trans­
vaal without ..,1,ecial per­
mits." 

Then Indians prepared 
themselves for a protracted 
fight, and two settlements, 
one at Phoenix near Dur­
ban and the other at Tol­
stoy Farm near Johannes­
burg, were established for 
the welfare and training of 
resisters and their families. 

"By 1918 the movement 
had broadened considerably 
and the list of laws against 
which it was aimed had 
grown. 

"Prominent among these 
was the £3 registration fee 
of poll tax imposed on inden­
tured Indians. This immedia• 
tely brought Natal and the 
Indian workers into the cam­
paign and changed its charac• 
ter from a middle class affair 
to a mass movement. 

"Two thousands miners 
went on strike in Newcastle 
and Gandhi became respon• 
sible for their destiny. The 
practical p-oblel"ls were mas• 
sive, because the miners were 
forced out of the compounds 
with their families, 5,000 in 
all." 

STRIKE 
Such large numbers living 

on the veld would have 
created grave problems ir, 
sanitation, and Gandhi de­
cided to mov<> across t h e 
Transvaal border and court 
arrest in a two-pronged pro• 
test - against the poll tax 
and the closure of that pro• 
vince. 

The march began on 
Ot•tober 28, 1918. The horde 
stopped In Charlestown and 
Gandhi made a last 
attempt to negotiate with 
the Government by tele­
phOnlng Pretoria. He told 
General Smufl!l's see.retary 
that the march would stop 
if the poll tax was 

speak to him and the· march 
continued. But on November 
10 the unresisting tbrong 
was arrested at Balfour and 
deported to Natal by train. 

"In the meanwhJle the coal 
mines, without labour, 
threatened to close down. 
The government came to the 
rescue; it enclosed the mine 

compounds with wire netting 
and proclaimed them part of 
the gaol, and recognised the 
European staff as wavdars. 
Those who refused to work 
were flogged. 

"The courage of the coal 
miners reverberated through­
out Natal. Sixty thousand 
labourers, practically the en• 

GANDHI came to South Africa as a London-trained barrister, a member of the middle-class. He left as the ascetic who wns to t,~come the champion of the Untouchables and the nun most responsible for ending the British Raj. Here the Mahatma, forehead decorated by vermilion mixed with raw rice and flower petals, abolished. 
The le<l~ UL--~---,l•.11vALM.._......,. • .i 

tire Natal labour force, came 
out on strike (in sympathy 
and protest). Natal faced eco­
nomic ruin. Mounted police 
tracked down labourers and 
forced them to work. Shots 
were fired. Many were 
wounded and some were 
killed."-

But this resistance b o r e 
fruit. Consultation's betweeen 
General Smuts and Gandhi 
led to the Smuts • Gandhi 
Agreement of 1914, and to 
the passing of the Indian Re­
lief Act. 

While the status of In 
dlans remained virtually 
the same, the poll tax WS.8 
ended as was the non-recog­
nition of marriages con• 
tracted by Indian rellglouiJ 
rites. Indians domiciled in 
South Africa were allowNI 
to bring their families 
from India. 

CHARISMA 
In 1914: Gandhi left after 

almost 21 years of active 
campaigning for equal 
rights. He had done more 
than wage political war. 

He had founded a news• 
paper, several organisations, 
two settlements, evolved a 
phllosophy that spread 
throughout the world, had 
served in the South African 
War, had raised an Indian 
volunteer corps during the 
l::i.st Zulu rebellion and had 
.,elded a divided community 
lrito an aware wholeness. 

He had exerted a charisma• 
tic influence over his follow­
ers, but his reign, toward the 
end, did not go unchallenged. 
He had given much to thf> 
sophistication of Indfa n 
thinking and had restored T 11 
dlan self-respect. These gifts 
brought complexity and 
diversity _oL 0J!inion_1u .... wiU 

... 



Dai News Staff Reporter 

WifEN GANDHI arrived in Durban in May, 

1893, there was little evidence of the 

spiritual thrust that was to launch him on his 

career of non-violent· civil protest. But it 

was during his 20 years in this country that 

this career was launched and was ultimately 

firmly established. 

It began, almost by ohance, 
when Gandhi entered a Durban 
magistrate's court dressed in a 
frock ooat - and a turban. The 
magistrate asked him to take 
off his turban. Gandhi refused 
and left the court - with his 
turban on. 

the pooT and oppressed, sftlould 
have made his first significant 
stand on his right to travel 
first-C!lass on the Soullh African 
Railways. 

Gandhi was erruployed by a 
fi,rm of Muslim merohants, 
Daid:a Abdul'la. Abdrulla Sheth's 
attorney in Pretoria, Mr. A. W. 
Baker, was an a:ctive Christian, 
and Gandhi attended a number 
of religious meetings with him. 

Perhaps, as one wiriter has it, 
Christianity was being given its 
1,as,t chance to he in at the birth 
of the Afro-Asian revolution. 
But Gandhi saw that to turnJ·o 
Europeans for hedp usua1 , y 

MAHATMA GANDHI 
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The non-

violent 

revolutionary 

The next incident praved fair 
more fateful. The lawsuit Wlhkth 
had brought him to tJhii-s coun­
try was being decided in 
Pretoria, and Gandhi was given 
a first-class rail ticket for the 
journey there. He embarked at 
Durban in a fi,rst<-lass coon­
partment. The train .hailted at 
Pietermaritzburg at a,bout 9 
p.m. where a passenger entered 
the compartment and im• 
mediately called on railway of­
fiicials to remoive th e 
"presumptuous ooolrle to the 
luggage van". Gandhi showed 
his ticket and insisted he had 
,;wery rii-~t to be tJhere. EV'e'll• 

tuaUy tJhe porlice were sent 'for, 
and Garudlhd, wi<th his luggage, 
was bunchled on to tJhe platform 
Wihille the tira,in left wiflhout 
h!!m. 

Tur01oil 
Gandhi shivered the night 

through in the waiting-room at 
Pietermaritzburg station - he 
Ia:ter desorihed it as the most 
creative o,rdeal orf his Ii,fe -
and t:he next day caught a train 
to C~1aI1lestown. From there his 
employer had booked a coach 
ticket to take him QY road 
a,c,ro,ss tJhe Transvaal to JO!han­
nesil>uirg. But tihe coach aigent 
canoeHed fille !JiJcket because 
other passengel"S would ol>jecl. 
Gandhrl was finaMy giv-en a 
place on top Otf the coacl:!, and 
at one sta,ge tJhe coareh-deader 
even tried to drag Mm down 
firom there. He ol1ung to a ra,i~ 
and refused to b u d g e. 
Passengers intervened and the 
coaclh eventua[Uy lunibered off 
with Gandhi still on top. 

LAWER 
At JOlhannesl>uirg statton l'le 

insisted that he was a lawyer 
and expected to travel to 
Pretoria first da.ss, and got his 
ticket. A rniiway o1'f1h:ial tried 
to move him, but the otiher 
µassenge,r in tlhe compartment 
sa,i'd he coulld stay, and he 
f,inally re1a1ched Breooria in saife• 
ty. 

This journey brou~t home 
to Gandhi tJhe realhttes of racia1l 
disorimination and rotIBed him 
to p,rotest as rwthfog during his 
life in India Oil" London had 
done hitJherto. 

AllI tlhe same, it seems 
curious that Gandhi, w'h-o 
devoted his Hfe to the cause of 

meant d e p e n d a n c e on 
missionaries, whose idea,ls and 
motives were, he thought, out 
of harmony with his own 
realities. He seems to ha'V'e felt 
that the Bible was to be taken 
seriously, but that Wh!ite South 
Afri'Cans had somehow got it 
wrong .. 

LEADER 
During hi1s first week in 

Pretoria Gan<lihi hel<i his f•kst 
pwblic meeting, and his caTeer 
as a 1-eader was launclled. 

I,f Indians were to ilmproive 
tJhcir status, he said, they 
should shoullder t h e i r 
responsibiil1ities. White peop~e 
would judge Indians by flhe 
ones they came in contact with. 
Indians S1houdd be honest and 
truthful, also in business, have 
clean habits and shou1d stand 
together. He then suggested the 
formation orf a sodety to com­
bat racial discrimination. 

In the 1890's White prejudice 
was already mounting against 
the weight of Indian numbers 
(Natal had 51,000 Indians, 
50,000 Whites and 400,000 
Africans. The Transvaial had 
5,000 ind'ians and there were 
10,000 in the Cape). 

In 1885 the TransvaaJ 
Go'V'ernment had decreed tJhat 
Indians coruld not vote or ac­
quire citizenship and tlhat they 
wowld have to live in presl()liiib• 
ed a·reas. 

In the Free State they were 

totally squeezed out and in 
Natal there were insistent de­
mands for the repatriation of 
Indians to India. Gandhi was 
then living in the Transvaal, 
which was then the area of his 
main concern, but when the 
lawsuit whicH brought him to 
Africa was solved by arbitra­
tion he assumed there would 
be no further work for him and 
prepared to leave. 

At.a fare'WeU party given Mm 
by Abdulila Sihetih, . he • sa'W · a 
newsp~er- report of a Fran­
dMse Bi'll bef:o,re Nata.I's new 
Leg,iis!lative Assemb<ly; wh:ioh 
was to depriv;e Indians of the 
vote. His farewel[ pairty was 
turned into an organising com­
mittee w<itJh the party guests as 
meml>ers, and telegrams were 
despaltched to the Speaker of 
tlhe Assembly and Nata1's Bnimc 
Minister asking for postpone­
ment, whiich was granted for 
twio days. • 

Gandhi postponed his de­
parture and was retained by a 
group of Indian merchants, who 
guaranteed him a living. • 

The Fran,chis,e BiU was pass­
ed, out stHil had to be ratified 
by Lorid R!ip,on, Glads1tone's 
Oollonial Secretary. Gan'!ild 
whiipped up a new petition with 
10,000 sign,atures, and .ai1'tJhougih 
Lord Rtp,on rerfus'ed to pass llhe 
Bi!l1l in its or,iginall form, a new 
Biil1 • was passed Whkh disen­
franchi'Sed Indians ind,i,rediy. 
-------- ··------



• 

• 
ID South Africa 

In Augu,st, 1'894, Gand!hi 
founded the Nata-I Indian 
Congress, wi.t'h himself . as 
secretary, and by this means 
proposed to initiroduce Indians 
to their own hist:o,ry and 
literatwre, to undertake s•ocial, 
politica•l arid charitable work, 
iimpro,v,e liN'ing conditi<o·ns and 
to ·promote cioncord between In· 
dian.s and Europeans. The pro• 
moti,on of concord got prac-

tiicatly noiwlhere and Gand!hi was 
advised to go home and work 
against caste and 
U ntouclhaibillli:ty in India. 

About this time Gandhi read 
and was deeply influenced by 
Tolstoy's book "'Ilhe Kingldom 
of God is WitJhin You," which 
IIII"IfUed tJhat auJtlhority oouftd not 
produce good, that power coir• 
rupts men, and Ohirist must be 
Oibe)"ed becaw~e he teaohes the 
truth. If p,ower-stmctures using 
force were unholy, Tolstoy 
a,rgued, the ohurohes whi·ch 

propped them up w. er e 
f•racudu,lenrt. The indiv'i.iduail had 
to distance hiimsel,f from an un• 
just society in a non-vi:ollent 
way, and try to convert the 
ru11'e,rs. 

Gandhi felt thait here was a 
Eu1ropean expounding a Hindu 
concept - Alhimsa, or non• 
vi:olen1ce. But Ahimsa in India 
meant siimply not mJuiiing 
orther creatures; noth!ing need 
be done to UJplift peopl-e in 
mise•ry, it was s•iim1ply a niega'liive 
recoil f~om V'ii<Jllence. Tolstoy's 
book, he thoo~t. paved the 
way fo,r action. 

In 189'6 Gan<dJhii returned to • 
India to do soone campaigning 
and to bring his · famill;Y to 
Natal. Wlhille in Ind~a he had 
pu,biHshed a pampMet, "An Ap• 
peal to Every B-riton in South 
Africa and The Indian Fran'. 
ch,ise," whi'Cih was repo·rted as 
dee-lairing that Indians in Natal 
weire being roibbed and 
assaulted and tre,ated like 
beasts. 

For S10me time there had 
been a liot of ddsconten,t in 
Durban about the Indian im­
mig,ration p,oHey and the 
resentment bumt into ange,r 
Wlhen it was estaiblishecl that 
Gan<l/M, WIH.h aibout 800 other 
Indian emrigrants, had sailed for 
Durban. 

The two Slhi!ps car,rying the 
immLgrants were refused entry, 
firstly for reasons of qua,rantine 

(bubonic plague had been 
repo•rted in India that y,ea,r), 
but a:lso because the enraged 
Elllropeans were tlhreatening to 
throw th,e Indians into the sea 
if they came ashore. 

SHIPS 
For 23 days tlhe mro ships 

swung at anehor whliQe the bat­
tle· of wli:lpower went on, but 
on January 13 1897, the 
pa·ssenge.t"S were aJ!~owed to 
land. Gandhi was seized, pelted 
with stones, and kicked. His life · 

. was saivted by Mrs. R. C. Alex­
ander, witfe of the Superin• 
tendent of Dwrban Police, who 
held tihe angry m,ob at bay until 
tJhe polHce arrived to relieve 
her. 

La•ter a crowd gathered at 
Rustomjee Sheth's house in 
Field Street, where Gandhi had 
taken shelter, fur the express 
purpos,e of han,ging him. This 
time he was saved by 
·swperintendent A[,exander, a 
popu:1-ar man, . Wlh,o pleaded with 
tih,e crowds as they threatened 
to rllillh the house ano . burn it. 
Watlcihing the mood of the miob 
he ba·ntiered, spoke seriously, 
tOlld jokes and sang until 
Gandhi, dressed as a p,Olli.JCe con• 
stable, had been sl)'irited away 
to the poli.oo station, Where he 
wa-s loc~ed in a ceH for saf.ety. 

(To he continuetl tomorrnw) 
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Daily News Staff Reporter 

MOHANDAS Karamchad Gandhi was born not far from 
the sea in the small princely state of Porbander on 
October 2, 1869. He was the first son of the state's 
Prime Minister, Kaba Gandhi, and his fourth and last 
wife, Putlibai. 

Although they held office 
and were Hindus, the Gandhis 
djd not belong to either of the 
~uperior castes. The four 
dh·isions of Hindu S-Ociety were 
lhe Rrahmins (priests and 
scholars) , thP Kshatriyas 
(nobles and war leaders) the 
Vaisyas tfarmers a n d 
merchants) and the S1idras 
(workers). The Gandhis were 
Vais:v as and belong to the Modh 
Bania sub-caste. '·Bania" means 
husine~s man. Gandhi is a fairly 
,:ommon name in parts of India 
,and means "grocer." • 

Despite -lhe cast label the 
family had risen above, its caste­
prescribed occupation. Gandhi's 
gra~dfather and father had 

so embarrassed him that he 
literally ran between home and 
school, fearful of the ridicule of 
strangers. 

At home· he was hemmed in 
by his aunts and uncles, dozens 
of cousins. and scores of guests, 
secretaries and servants that 
drifted in and out of the house. 

At 12 he went to King Alfred 
High School, where he was a 
mediocre student, painfully 
honest, self-willed but noi. 
violent. For a while he found a 
source of spiritual strength in 
the mythological figures of 
traditional literature. When 
roving oands of players p-itehed 
their tents in the vicinrty he 
went to watch them. Figures 

The marriage was made 
bearable by t_he Hindu practice 
of separating a child couple 
every few months. • Kasturba<i 
would spend a few months with 
her husband and then return to 
her parents home for a spell. 

During . her absence young 
Gandhi came under the in­
fluence o,f a friend, Mehtab, and 
together the two teenage boys 
broke the rules laid down by 
their elders. They smoked, ate 
meat in defiance of the Hindu 
vegetarian diet, made an 
abortive suicide pact, an<l their 
rebellion inducted a visit to a 
brothel from which Gandhi fled 
in fr,ight and disgust. 

About the same time he stole 

The non-violent 
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both hec:ome Prime Ministers of 
the state. . 

Mohandas Gandhi vassed 
thr1;11gh the dim years of in• 
fanc~- in a three-storyed house 
un the outskirts of the city 

bou;;ht by an ancestor in 1777. 
Me spen: hii' childhood in a 
home that. was neither ill1tera.te 
nor spech;lly cultured. His 
father stood clearly fo.r political 
eminence and integrity and his 
motner for reHgion. The fami­
ly's b a c: kg r o u n d was 
Vaishnavitas; they worshipped 
\ blmu as Supreme God. 

The family went to live in 
Rajket, where Kaba became 
Prune Minister, when :Mohandas 
was ahout t!l~M. ll<' was a 
,c-r,.,1m t• bo~·, painfully aware 

' ,,r hr ;,pp 'arance, his ears tha't 
, nH·K <)tll and the image he sa-w 

such as Raja Harischadra, a 
sort of Indian Job, rose before 
him to shed his crown and 
kingdom in pursuit of truth and 
justice. 

This play, with its ideal of 
Absolute Truth and Absoiute 
Duty, and the l e g e n d of 
Shravana, with its moral of 
devotion to parents, presented 
ideals which the developmg 
mind of Gandhi embmced in 
earnest 

Up to now Gandhi's problems 
had been those universai to 
children anywhere. but sud• 
denly the l'has.m between East 
and West yawned wide. When 
he was 13 the schoolboy Gandhi 
married. He had already been 
betro.thed to two unknown girls. 
both of whom had died. Ac­
cording to Hindu custom, he set 
out in brocaded tunic and be­
jewelled turban to marry the 
13-year-old Kasturbai, wnom he 
had never seen. 

There foHowed long years of 
adjustment between the child 
gr,oom and his ohild bride 
through their long and difficult 
adolescence. 

Gandhi was dem~nding and 
took her reticence for lack of 
love. Long wars of sulks and 
silence raged between them. 

THIS IS the first of a series of articles to mark 
the centenary of the birth of Mahatma (Great 
Soul) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi tomorrow. 

The articles deal with Gandhi's life, spiritual 
development and impact on society during his 
long fight for Indian self-determination. 

Gandhi (1869-1948) found his vocation as a 
non-violent revolutionary in South Africa and it 
was in this country that he dev,eloped the spirit­
ual impulses that were later to shake an empire. 

He died at the hands of an assassin on Jan­
uary :rn, t 948. 

PA 

gold from his brother's armlet 
- allegedly to pay his brother's 
debt. But this was going too 
far. He wrote a letter of con­
fession to hb now bed-ridden 
father who wept a little and 
tore it up. • 

ln 1885 Kaba died. His death 
,1as a traumatic ex;per1ence for 
Gandhi, and one he had to live 
with all his life. He sat one 
night with his sinking father 
and when an uncle offere<l to 

Tl 

relieve him he went to 
Kasturbai. A servant called 
him to his father, but before he 
could reach the sickroom Kab11 
was dead. When Kasturbai's 
child was born it only lived a 
few rtavs fur that, too, Gandhi 
blamed himself. 

From this time on Gandhi's 
mistrust. of self-indulgence was 
never lo leave him and, con­
vinced that he had gone wrong, 
he began his religious que::<t. 
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Gandhi and his S'outh Af ric __ _ 
Journal "I ian Opinion" 
B. PACHAI 

This is the last of four articles on Gandhi to mark the Gandhi Centenary 
Year. -Ed. 

JN 1884, when Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was only fifteen years 
old, a famous African leader and journalist in the Eastern Province of 

South Africa started the publication of a newspaper entitled Imvo Zabant­
sundu. The founder was John Tengo Jabavu. The location was 
Kingwilliamstown. The English title was Native Opinion. This newspaper 
became the first non-European paper in South :\frica under African 
direction. Jabavu's paper played an important part in Cape politics, 
especially in its stand on the issues of land and labour concerning the Afri­
can people in the 1890s. 

Twenty years later, M.K. Gandhi was instrumental in starting an 
Indian newspaper in South Africa. Like Jabavu's before him, Gandhi's 
paper, entitled Indian Opinion, became embroiled in the politics of the 
times. In Jabavu's case, a political opponent, the Rev. Walter Rubusana, 
who later became the first and only African to be elected to the Cape 
Provincial Council, started a rival paper named Izwi la Bantu. Similarly, 
in Gandhi's case a political opponent, P.S. Aiyar, · started a rival paper 
called African Chronicle. 

These developments indicate the beginnings of incipient nationalism 
among the non-white communities of South Africa. They threw up the 
first batch of leaders in twentieth century politics in these communities. 
They indicate, too, political organization, progress and motivation. The 
use of the press as a political weapon is an index of advancement 
towards political maturity. 

This article concerns itself with one· of these papers, that is, Indian 
Opinion; it traces how and why it was started, its failures and successes. 
In doing so, it deals with a large part of the Gandhian era in South Africa: 
an era which bas become topical in this Gandhi centenary commemoration year.1 

• 

Indian Opinion was established on 4 June, 1903, almost a decade 
after Gandhi first came to South Africa to practise law. It was printed 
by the International Printing Press, the first Indian owned press in South 
Africa. The press was owned by a former Bombay school-teacher, 
Madanjit Vyavabarik, who was one of the trio whose names are associated 
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The Contributors 

B. PACHAI 
A South African Indian, he is at present Professor of History at the Univer­
sity of Malawi, Chancellor College; Participant in the Seminar on "Indians 
Abroad-Asia and Africa" organised by the [ndian Council for Africa and 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations in New Delhi in April 1969. 

AHMED MOHIDDIN 
Lecturer, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, 
Makerere University College, Kampala. 

ROBERTO AUBONI 
Author of many papers and articles on development aid policy; at present 
head of the Developing Countries Department of the International Affairs 
Institute in Rome. 

OLOF G. TANDBERG 
Secretary-General, Swedish National Commission for UNESCO, Stockholm. 

JEAN CLAUDE LUC 
A noted French Africanist. 

R.W. WYLLIE ,. 

Assistant Lecturer in Sociology, Simon Fraser University, Canada. 

SUBHASH C. JAIN 
Research Officer, Indian Law Institute, New Delhi; Research Scholar, 
Indian School of International Studies, New Delhi. 

J.C. SRIVASTAVA 
Research Scholar, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, New Delhi. 

N.S. JAGANNA THAN 
Assistant Editor, "The Hindustan Times", New Delhi. 

To Our Readers 
There will be no separate supplement to AFRICA QUARTERLY this year. 
Instead, we have enlarged the current issue of the Journal to twice its 
normal size. The next issue will be a special number on "Italy and Africa". 

-Ed. 
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with the founding of Indian Opinion. The second was a journalist from 
Bombay named M.H. Nazar, the paper's first editor. The third was 
Gandhi himself, the real power behind the paper. To ensure the conti­
nuance of the venture, Gandhi undertook · to finance it to a limit of 
£75 a month, to write regular features, to assist in editing, to offer legal 
advice and to assist in policy-making. Indeed, to keep the paper solvent 
during the first year of its existence he advanced £2,000 to meet the run­
ning expenses. 2 

Gandhi's main objective for the paper was that it should serve as a 
mouthpiece for the British Indians living in South Africa and as a bridge 
to draw the Indian and European communities together so that areas of 
friction could be reduced. He felt that if understanding could be fostered 
conflict might be minimised. In all this his expectations were high even 
though his own experiences in South Africa from the time of his arrival 
there were not too pleasant. Since J 893 he had seen a progressive 
deterioration in the politicai climate in which the South African Indians 
found themselves : there was in force in -Natal the Immigration Rest­
riction Act, the Dealers' Licences Act, the £3 tax on ex-indentured 
Indians if they elected to remain in Natal. Jt was Natal which had been 
responsible for importing indentured labour to South Africa. It was here 
that Indians were and are concentrated. Naturally, the problems of this 
part of the country were more keenly felt. No wonder, then, that Indians 
first organized themselves politically in Natal with the formation of the 
Natal Indian Congress in I 894 and followed this up with the founding of 
Indian Opinion. But these ventures were due to Gandhi's qualities of 
leadership. The Congress without Gandhi was rudderless; Gandhi with-
out Indian Opinion diJ not have an effective voice. • 

To advance the cause of Indians in South Africa, the paper had to 
appeal to the conscience of the governments in South Africa and .outside 
as well as to sympathetic Europeans. This would have to be done in 
English. It had to appeal, too, to the conscience of Indians themselves 
in South Africa and India. For this it used the Gujarati, Tamil and 
Hindi languages for the first two years of its life but finally, because of 
expenses and support, dropped all but the English and Gujarati languages.3 

In almost sixty years of its existence, the paper was edited by over a 
dozen persons but during Gandhi's stay in South Africa only four persons 
were officially connected with its editorship. They were M.H. Nazar 
(1903-1906); H. Kitchi (1906); H. S. L. Polak (1906-1916) and the Rev. 
J. J. Doke (Acting, 1913).' All but one of the editors were non-Indians 
in keeping with Gandhi's philosophy of choosing the right man rather 
than the right race. Of these, the most remarkable was H. S. L. Polak, 
the man who was editor of the journal longer than any other person 
except the Mahatma's son, Manila) Gandhi, who was editor from 1918 
to 1956. 

Polak was a sub-editor on the English paper Transvaal Critic in I 904 
when he first met Gandhi. Their meeting and association resulted from 
the outbr<!ak of bubonic plague in the Transvaal in the early months of 
1904. The worst hit area was the city of Johannesburg where the death 
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toll up to 30 March, 1904, was 6 whites, 2 Africans and 47 Asiatics. Gandhi attributed the blame largely to negligence on the part of the 
municipality. ' ' ft was after the municipality became in Johannesburg the immediate landlord to every individual tenant," he wrote, "that the mischief of excessive crowding and insanitation arose bringing in their train the awful scourge." 5 

Gandhi wrote letter after letter in the Transvaal press on this subject and his persistence aroused Polak's curiosity and admiration. According 
to Gandhi's own testimony Polak, an English Jew, played a large part in stimulating Gandhi's love for country life and in fostering in the Western-trained barrister the dignity of labour. It was this development that led to Gandhi's establishment of the Phoenix Settlement, fourteen 
miles from Durban, as the countryside headquarters of Indian Opinion in 
1904.6 Two years later Polak gave up his Johannesburg job -md joined the Gandhian establishment with headquarters at Phoenix. There was now no turning back. Polak gradually assumed the mantle of understudy to Gandhi, a position which led to his being sent by the South African Indians 
to lndia in 1909 as a one-man delegation to protest against the situation in South Africa which had led to the outbreak of passive resistance in 1907. 
He was now an attorney of the Supreme Court of the Transvaal, a profes­
sion he joined in order to assist Gandhi. He was also Assistant Secretary 
of the Transvaal British Indian Association, a body formed to champion 
the cause of British Indians in the Transvaal. Gandhi was its Secretary. It is clear, then, that Polak and Gandhi were comrades-in-arms, in the legal chambers, in the Transvaal British Indian Association and in Indian 
Opinion. 

Whilst in India in 1909 Polak produced a book in two parts. The first was entitled The Indians of South Africa; the second A Tragedy of 
Empire, The Treatment of British Indians in the Transvaa/.7 In the fore­
word to his book, Polak evaluated the South African situation very much as Gandhi himself did, and in fact embodied partially in the series of letters he exchanged with General Smuts in 1914. " .... the grievances of the Indians in the various South African Colonies are many, serious, and legitimate, and that in their attempt to procure a remedy, the Indians have succeeded in evoking expressions of opinion distinctly favourable to their case, from those who might reasonably be expected to be, if anything, hostile witnesses ... the greater part of the sufferings borne by the South African Indians are du.e to the ignorance and carelessness of their European fellow-colonists. The latter are usually unaware of what is going on and what is being done in their name; they are ordinarily too much engrossed in material pursuits to have time to spare for the consi­
deration of hardships, which, as a rule, they are unable to appreciate, not being themselves subject to the disabilities complained of." 

Polak's words not only described succinctly the position obtaining in 1909 but they also hold true for the position obtaining sixty years later in spite of the considerable headway made during the first half of the twentieth century in political organization, representation and agitation among all sections of the South African. pop~lation. In its own way, Indian Opinion played an important part m this development. The fact 



i 
J 

Gandhi and his So111li African Journal 79 

that its editor, Polak, was a delegate of the Transvaal British Indian 
Association to India in 1909 and again in 1911 and to England in 19 I I 
and 1913, in addition to being a leader of the Indian community, is a 
fair reflection of its role in South African and international politics. 

To recount the role of Indian Opinion in South African politics 
during the Gandhian period in South Africa is in effect to trace all that 
happened to the Indian community between 1903 and 1914. This has been 
done elsewhere.8 Certain aspects will be selected for treatment here in 
order to highlight some of the lesser known facts. 

First about the plague which broke out in the Transvaal in 1904. 
Gandhi attributed the ma in blame for this, as we have seen, to the Johannes­
burg Town Council.9 The Council denied the charges vehemently.10 

Gandhi sallied forth into the denials the following day and countered them 
point by point.11 Having got the Council to admit its responsibility and 
to discharge its obligations, he looked to the columns of l11dia11 Opinion to 
remind his countrymen of their obligations; an editorial headed "A 
Lesson from the Plague" stated : 

"The French have a name for the artistic, the English for personal 
bravery, the Germans for hardheartedness, the Russians for frugality, 
the colonists in South Africa for gold hunger; similarly, the Indians 
in South Africa have rightly or wrongly got the evil reputation of 
being nsanitary and ignorant of the first principles of hygiene." 

That being the case he exhorted the South African Indians to pay 
serious attention to questions of sanitation and hygiene so that the stigma 
could be permanently eradicated.12 

Again, when . passive resistance against the immigration and 
registration laws of the Transvaal begau in 1907, Indian Opinion appealed 
to its readers to undertake the task of disseminating information about the 
issues involved among those who were uninformed or illiterate.13 In a 
later editorial the paper made the following plea : "Let the people then 
strive earnestly to educate themselves. Ignorance is the greatest enemy. 
1 t binds, it disfigures, it distorts. And in a body of people fighting for 
rights, it is a positive weakness to their fighting capacity".14 

In this respect the journal not only prodded the aggrieved community 
into action, but also called for improvements within the community. And 
it stirred officialdom into taking steps in certain directions. A perusal 
of the files on Indian immigration in the Colonial Secretary"s Office, Natal, 
reveals the variety of the journal's activities on behalf of the community : 
for example, it complained of the quality of rice rations issued in the 
Elandslaagte Collieries in Natal to indentured miners1• ; it complained 
against the detention and r.llocation of indentured labourers and against 
their treatment in the mines;16 unfair persecution, withholding of licences 
from Indian traders and a host of other matters. The two leading lights 
of the journal were also deemed to be leaders of the Indian community ; 
they were practising barristers, too. They made representations, filled 
memoranda, appeared in court, went overseas as leaders of delegations, 
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wrote books and took an active part in the passive resistance struggle, including the indignity of serving prison sentences. But if Gandhi, Polak and others, including the political bodies, the Natal Indian Congress and the Transvaal British Indian Association, received almost unanimous support from the Indian community in the early years, what happened between 1913 and 1914 is quite another story. 

This period saw a heightening of the crisis. It saw the introduction of the Immigrants Regulation Act which in effect advocated a closed-door policy, a policy which both Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Member of the Viceroy's Council who visited South Africa in 1912 at the invitation of Gandhi, and Gandhi himself, supported as a quid pro quo for the improvement of the lot of those Indians who were already in South Africa. There was no question after the introduction of the Immigration Act of 1913 that India's millions would spill over into South Africa. It saw, too, the passing .of the Searle judgment which pronounced all monogamous mar­riages contracted by Indians according to non-Christian rites to be polyga­mous marriages and therefore not recognized in law. This latter issue led to serious consequences. It made Gandhi draw Indian women into the arena of resistance. When this happened, it was a small step towards involving ex-indentured immigrants. These persons were now free from the obligation of indentured labour but they were subject to an obnoxious £3 tax as the price for staying on in South Africa after giving at least ten years of their working lives in that country. The abolition of the £3 tax became the cry of the resistance movement. 

These issues were the very ones on • which the indian community became divided. Gandhi lost the support of the Natal Indian Congress, a body he had_ been instrumental in founding and which he had served for many years as secretary. He formed the Natal Indian Association as a political platform. To add to his chagrin at this time; a rival Indian paper took up the cudgels against him. This was African Chronicle, edited by P.S. Aiyar. The paper set its tone and defined its stand in the following editorial excerpt: "We have been fooled long enough by the wisdom of this great •South African Indian patriot' and we hope and trust that our countrymen will no longer subject themselves to • be victimized by his reputed wisdom."17 African Chronicle held the view that "by an insensate and short-sighted policy, Mr. Gandhi and his friends have brought the Indian community to the verge ofruin."18 

Gandhi's "friends·• were singled out to be L. W. Titch, Herman Kallen-Bach and H. S. L. Polak, all Europeans.19 To Gandhi's credit, he defended his friends stoutly and continued to work with them. He had found their "purity, talents, ability and ideals" unimpeachable. 

This opposition bedevilled Gandhi for the rest of his days in South Africa. African Chronicle intensified its campaign of discrediting Gandhi and Indian Opinion. • What was worse, and perhaps the unkindest cut of all, was that Gandhi was impeached at a mass meeting h~ld in Johannes­burg on 15 July, 1914, five days before he sailed for ever from the shores of South Africa : his leadership was repudiated ; he was ·charged by his former friends with having misappropriated £1,200 for running Indian 
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Opinion and with having accepted a settlement which was detrimental to 

Moslems on the score of non-recognition of polygamous marriages. This 

mass meeting ended in uproar. The first era in the Mahath1a's political 

life ended on 20 July, 1914, when he left South Africa, disavowed and 

discredited in some quarters. Yetmuch was left behind and still remains. 

It was a forerunner to the tragedy of 30 January, 1948, when the second era 

ended. On the second occasion, as on the first, though disavo,\ed and 

discredited in some quarters, there was much left behind. 

In concluding this rrccount of Gandhi and his journal in South 

Africa I wish to draw upon some observations made elsewhere over a 

decade ago: 

"The files of Indian Opi11iot1 of the years 1903-1914 are a testimony to 

the journal's adherence to facts, dealt with as objectively as circum­

stances permitted, according to the editorial standards of the Times 

of London, as laid down by Gandhi himself, It lived through the 

turbulent period covered by this study carrying in its print and policy 

the spirit of moderation. It was moderation that led Indian Opinion to 

support voluntary re-registration in the Transvaal in 1908; it was 

the same attitude that lent support to the Gandhi-Gokhale "closed­

door' policy in 1912 in order that the permanent Indian population 

of South Africa might prosper in proportion to the curtailment of 

future Indian immigration to South Africa from India. It was 

moderation that caused the journal to support the Indian Relief Act 

of 1914, and it was in an atmosphere of compromise that the 

Smuts-Gandhi Agreement was conceived. 

"Whether or not future events justified the spirit of moderation and 

compromise of Gandhi and his journal, one thing was indisputable: 

Indian Opinion had carved for itself a niche in South African affairs 

by its conception and advocacy of passive resistance as an instrument 

of protest, and by its service in focussing attention on the defects in 

the system of indenture in Natal. If after 'Mahatma Gandhi left 

the shores of South Africa, Pheonix was like the mythical bird 

turned into ashes,' the lesson of Gandhi and his jourr:al of Passive 

Resista:ice lives on. Nor has South Africa heard or felt the last of it."20 
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Ia the new Transvaal Parliament, General J.C.Smuts, the Colonial Secretary, 

introduces the 

ASIATIC LAW AMENDMENT ACT ( 2/1907) 
============= =-==== -================ ====:: 

which is identical to NO. 29/J.9o6, to becoma operative as from l July l.907. 

W'ith the passing of this Act, Britain renounced all protectio.n of its Indi8ll. 

citizens and left the Transvaal Government to solve the problem. 

In October 1906, Smuts wrote: 

"The Asiatic cancer ••• o ought to be resolutely aradicated 

This phrase ex,ressed the GoTerm1ent's attitude towards the India.a queetio• . 



, , 

' 

MARTYRS or LAW - BREAK E.R S' 

Many India.us were prepared to PSS" the highest 

sacrifice for their cause •..••.....•.•• 

-~ 

~1J. 
t·ZS®,· Zb·at&./ D t!· · ?4, ¥84: \S&i!Aif A 

THE LATE JV\R. NARYANSAf'\Y 

_ ________________ , ___ _,r 

- --- ~ 7 

-------~ 
- -..,. -r - • .. . ,,.. ,.. .. _ 
-~~ ..> .. -

. -.:..., 

'l! •• t•,_., . •\ ·•• • •J ¥wllh wc~d:. J:.J s 111 .. •· ,1l~~ 

• 1··· · Ui:1~ 1,::i l:, .. ~~ih ,~•.- j 4 - i.1 1 . ..i.: 11 ... l i !:b '-i'· •· 

,\\ , 
,. , 1 ,. ,- ,: • .• ' · • 



BENEFACTORS •••• 

among the benefactors of the movement were 

men and women ( EUrope an as well as Indian ) 

from South Africa, England and India: 

The Right Hon. SYED AMEER ALI ,President of 

the London Branch of the All-India Moslem Ieai: 

which has made ~ersistent efforts to secure 

redress for the Transvaal Indian :passive resi :: 

and for the entire community of South Afric .~ 

(Jidian Opinion, 25.2.1911 ) Top left : 

bottom left His Highness Sir Aga Sultan 

Mahmu.n Shah, K.C.I.E. 

(The Aga Kllan) 

fran Indian Sporting Times,13.5.1900 

Sir WILLIAM WEDDERBUllN, Bt, 
PrnJdeM of"" Twcn,,.SmlJ lndlan Nalmal 

See ,ss,)~3 
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In the new Transvaal Parliament, General J.C.Smuts, the Colonial secretary, 

introduces the 

A S I A T I C L A W AMENDMENT ACT ( 2/1907) 

============= ===== 

whieh is identical to NO. 29/l9o6, to become operative as from l July 1907. 

iN.th the passing of this Act, Britain renounced all protection of its India11 

citizens and left the Transvaal Government to solve the problem. 

In October 1906, Smuts wrote ; 

"The Asiatic cancer ...• ought to be resolutely eradicated. 

'l'his phra.ae expressed tne Government' a attitude towards the Indian queetio{j ., 



,, 

11 A FRIEND IN NEED'' 

The Rev. Joseph J.Doke, who so ably assisted 

the Asiatic communities of the Transvaal in 

the Passive Resistance campaign 

( 19.3.1910, Indian Opinion) 

Mr. A.meeroodin Fajandar, 

Transvaal delegate to the Indian National 

Congress. 

(30.10.1907, Indian Opinion) 

( l 1! '; '1 f·- .. \,1 :\ '·1 I\\ i•' 

• t \ 
I j., \ _, 



Supplement to INDIAN OPINION, 

19th October, 1912. 

WELCOME TO SOUTH AFRICA 

The HoN MR. G. K. GOKHALE, c.r.E., Member of the Imperial Le_gislative Council of India, who arrives 
in Ca!_:>etown on the 22nd instant, will visit the principal towns in South Africa. 



~:upplement to hrnIAN OPINION, 

:10th Kon)mhcr, 1 !107. 

•'f"\R. A/v\EEROODIN fAJANDAR, 

:lrt1nsvaal j)11l11gaf11 fo fh11 :Indian j'(afional Congnzss . 

• n. ~~1~-llrt ~(t/ ~H. 
~n::ut-i ';l,tt,tE\ lii'i~rtl tl~<tta ctl~'fl ,{\ltl~tt ltfct,{\\.{\, 
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The Owner of Tolstoy 

•,..•Hr.R E f'ASSIVE RESI TE RS FOU ND A HOf'\ I!! 

1910 Gandhi realises that the passive resistance movement was 

destined to be a long drawn out affair. Money and 

accommodation was desperately needed to continue the 

movement successfully. 

A GER.MAN FRIEND, KALLENBACH purchased a farm about 

1100 acres in extent at Lawley,abou,t 35km outside 

Johannesburg. 

HERE GANDHI ESTABLISHED THE TOLSTOY FARM. 
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BENEFACTORS ... •· 

among the benefactors of the movement were 

men and women ( European as well as Indian ) 

from South Africa, England and India : 

The Right Hon. SYED AMEER ALI ,President of 

the London Branch of the All-India Moslem Leai: 

which has made persistent efforts to secure 

redress for the Transvaal Indian passive resi :; 

and for th~ entire community of South Afric : 

(bdian Opinion, 25.2.1911 ) Top left : 

bottom left His Highness Sir Aga Sultan 

Mahmun Shah, K.C.L E. 

(The Aga 10:ian) 

fran Indian Sporting Times, 13.5.1900 

Sir WILLIAM WEDDERBURN, Bt, 
Prmdens of Jho TW'fflCJ•Swla •Dlllii;.~ C:...,W· 

-~---~..!~-~~ -~ . i: . • .. 



8 July 1908 

: Two daye later a meeting betweea the IndiallS and the Transvaal 

Government took place: 

No com,romiae vas reached on the issue that educated Asiatics sb.ould 

be allowed to enter the Transvaal subject to the same test as 

Europeans • 

In the meantime, SORABIJ SHAPURJI ADA,JANIA, an educated Natal 

Indiall was the first Natal Iadia.n to demand entry into the Transvaal 

He was :prosecuted and sentenced to im1,trisonment under the Aeiat:i.c 

Law AJDendment Act and not under the Immigrant•a Registration Act: 

MR. SORABJI SHAFURJI ADAJANIA. 

Many ot;her Indians from Natal a°" joined the struggle utl hundreda 

courted arrest. 



.. 

SIR RATANJI TATA DONATES 25,000 RUPEES (abouv R 10 000) 

TO ASSIST GANDHI'S PASSIVE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT AND TOLSTOY 

FARM • 



Natal to the Rescue ! 

,\lr. S. J. l~andcria 
.\lr. Parse~' Huswmjcc 

#·_,lf ir· t){,F~?~;:I;1ji\ 
·,,.. ' .' 

. '•), . 
. •.~ . ·, : 

'.·~;( . .'_ ,~ 
• ... d ! "~ i 

.- <· 

\lr. .\l. C :. Anglia .\lr. H. I. J,_,s hi 

,\lr. DJwad ,\bh;i:n~J .\lr .. -\dam H. C. ;\1 iho.n:! 
( Capct"w.i.) 

S,,;n-: of th e lcauin~ Indians wh il h;i\· .; pnKc:.: jd to Joh;mnc:;bur.~ to ass\!rt their rights. 
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31 July 1907 

!I 

IMMIGRANTS RCSTRICTION ACT N0.15/1907 , which 1rescribed a dictation 

test in an F.uropean language for would-be-immigrants: 

By means of Act 2/1907 and Act 15/1907, it was almost impossible for an 

Indian to gain entry into the Transvaal. 

Indians furious : Open air meeting held in Pretoria and the "Fourth" 

resolution of 11 September 19o6 re-affirmed 

(i) Gandhi advocated ne~otiation first ; 

(ii) 

(iii) 

ever ,3000 signed a petition to the Transvaal Government offering 

voluntary re~stration if the 
\;I overnment would suspend Act 2 of 

1907: this also failed : 

Finally, it \-/US decided to commence a 

P A S S I V E R E S I S T A N C E ASSOGIATION 
===i========== =============~==--= -------- ------------

·rhe Indian Mnss Meeting 

..,."- -
",r: 

'' ·-· . ,-· 
~ I ,- .,, 

"'·' I 
' ~"""'~ -·.• ,\, ,. 



Gandhi. ' s popularity and status in the South , African Indian 

community is best summed up by the spontaneous and enthm1iasti , 

farewells held in his honour before his departure from 

South Africa 

-

.. 
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'ff/I,. 

f·1 
-. ·' 

Th.- la•I photograph of l\1 r, and l\1 r~. Gandhi Ill Durhan alonR "1il1 ,rvrral ( ri.-11, 1- 111 \ ll 
1 -~ 



I 
I 

' ) ' 
. ..,...,,r' 

., ~ I 

• . -..,_c;, 

~~~p~h;;; 
~. . _ , ~~~~- ... -"::~: , IDGLA ~~ .. · .-~ .... ~ -··.::, ~ "" - - -----~- -. - -

:---.. • ·- ·--~-> ·.:::::"- ~~-- •. -~:~~~-----=~- .• -s-.,. ,,~\~ :-:--:~:~"f :.% {, ' . . --- ' 
?-':-,- ~~- ~::;-: ~:: - -- -~;;;-:..-:._:;.·:.:,·:.,·.:.· _;, _______ ~- _ _ _ 



Transvaal Indian Women's Bazaar 

A Group of Workers aad Friends 
Io the centre or tbe MCOnd row, nm to x,. Gandhi, It tho Ma,orea, then Mr. arid Mn. Houeo, the lhyor, and Mt.. ltor Lewi-. 

''. 'I . J~ I · ·' 

~ ;.., , ... J ~Ll!U..liaa&--lt..-lA9ft!L-Ql-.a~- • hll~liat cdtiltlil:it'allL;;' it 
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Transvaal Indian Women's Bazaar 

A Group of Workers and Friends 
Io the ct1ntr1, of tbo 10Cond roe. next to :\Ir. GMdbi. la the Mayorea, then Mr, and .Mn. HOlkeo, the Mayor. and Mrs. hor Lewis. 



Supplement to INDIAN OPINION, 

18th February, 1911. 

TO THE RESCUE! 

Jv\R. RATAN J. TATA, 

Who has donated the munificent sum of half a lak.h of rupees ( about £3,333 sterling) 
for the maintenance of the Passive Resistance struggle in the Transvaal. 



Supp1ernent to INDIAN OPINION, 

3rd July 1909. 

The Transvaal's Delegate to India 

f'l,oto by O' Rynu, /oha1111es!Jl11g. 

Mr. HENRY S. L. POLAK, 

Assistant Honnrary Secretary of the Transvaal 
British Indian Association. 

( NoT~:.-!\!r. l'olak's three fcllow-tlelcgatcs arc now serving terms of 
impri<onmcnt with hard labour in Tra,is\'aal ( ;,10ls, they having been arreste,I 
hy order of the <.:ovcrnmcnl i1111ncdiatdy after nppointmcnl. J 

~':fl ">ti~ -.{l;,'f:it-ti ~'ft=tctl-1 O'(C\l 1'-?:~)>~l-t">tl ;; ~l:-C it••>t~l :'.{li>-U 

ct">ti-tt il~H~. \:l. ~~- .3C\t£l:v-t1, ~'1. ~- tl">tl ctttl ~-t. <fl. :ilt'{tCi -ttl:J~ 

_• ~ ct~ctu '{!,Sl ;;(-t">ti ~~C\l-ti :v-i1'41'.n -.{l. i§-11.l ;;i~. ~Et. \\l<':1.l!r ( •ti\. \:l. 

~~l~{\;,\~l-1-il :VH~{\'\l.l ~l-i~:fl ~¼~l:fl) ;;i!J(il ~l'.i,'tctM ,,t~ ~-



Supplement to INDIAN OPINION, 

Morch 19th, l 910. 

. , 

' ' A Friend in Need'' 

i 

[O'Bynie 

REV. JOSEPH J. DOKE, 

Who so ably assisted the Asiatic communities of the Transvaal in the 

Passive Resistance campaign. 

':ctc~l~~rfi l:\.$cl~L ~!r ~~~IGY 3'tt~I fk-t ct:fn ~!((l,.1u.fl!r lt~•fl :;i,1.fl ~"ll tl{~ctr\l:t 

~q:f-\ i;\~~ ~- iL& . 



Supplc1rn,"flt to INDIAN OrrNION, 

rn th September, I 909. 

1\ Martyr to the eause 

'1.,HE LATJ<~ .!\in. S. N A(.:;-APP AN .. 

Di'lcharged from Gaol Juoe 30th, 1909, covered with weals and suffering . ,• 

froru pneumonia diagnosed as fatal; clicd July 6th, 1909 . 

.... .., -



Supplement to !NIHA:S OPINION, 

i\fnrcli .I :!~lt, l !ll O. 

k -:,' ,..J 

•-~·"·. 
t \ ."": 

A BARRISTER-HA\VKER 

:"· ., .' • 
..:.."~••- .~ . 

J\1r. J q,seph Royeppen as he appeared when arrested 
under the Asiatic Act. 

l~l~"ll~rfl !:i~ct~l ~IH:i,j_!:i -fl ~~~ ~l~'Y.'1 r;{l_ ~- U{l~=¢l~-~l-~l 

~~"-iil ct~£ §'-Fl.rfl f~~fu~i 'Y.'.,~l~l ~ctl. 



,pµlcmcuL to l.:rnuN OPINION 

22nd August, 1!!08. 

Natal to the Rescue! 

Mr. S. J. • Randeria 
Mr. Parsec Rustomjce 

Mr. M. C. Anglia Mr. H. I. Joshi 
Mr. Dawad Mahomd Mr. Adam H. G. 1\hho:n:!J 

( Capetow11.) 

Some of the leading Indians who have proceeded to J ohanncsburg to assert their rights. 



,.pplement to Jsnus o,rnoos, 
16th November, 1907. 

RA/Y\ SUNDAR PUNDIT, 

~r~~f~it :i-iact. 

. . r 
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f JIAf{ATMA GA_NDHI 
Daily News Staff Reporter 

MOHANDAS Karamchad Gandhi was born not far from 
the sea in the small princely state of Porbander on 
October 2, 1869. He was the first son of the state's 
Prime Minister, Kaba Gandhi, and his fourth and last 
wife, Putlibai. 

.\!though they held office 
and were Hindus, the Gandhis 
did not belong to either of the 
supe,rior castes. The four 
divisions or' Hindu society were 
the Brahmins (priests and 
scholars). thP. Kshatriyas 
(nohles and war leaders) the 
Vaisyas tfarmers a n d 
merchants) and the Sudras 
l workers). The Gandhis were 
Vaisyas and belong to the Mod'h 
Bania sub-caste. "Bania" means 
business man. Gandhi is a fairly 
common name in parts of India 
,and means "grocer." 

Despite the cast label the 
family had risen above, its ca1ste­
prescribed occupation. Gandhi's 
grandfathi>r and father had 

so embarrassed him that he 
literally ran between home and 
school, fearful of the ridicule of 
Strangers. 

At home· he was hemmed in 
by his aunts and uncles, dozens 
of cousins, and scores of guests, 
secretaries and servants that 
drifted in and out of the house. 

At 12 he went to King Alfred 
High School, where he was a 
mediocre student, painfully 
honest, self-willed but not 
violent. For a while he found a 
source of spiritual strength in 
the mythological figures of 
traditional literature. When 
roving bands of players pitched 
their tents in the vicinity he 
went to watch them. Figures 

The marriage was made 
bearable by t}le Hin-du practice 
of separating a child couple 
every few months. Kasturba,i 
would spend a fe,w months with 
her husband and then return to 
her parents home for a spell. 

During her absence young 
Gandhi came under the in­
fluence of a friend, Mehtab, and 
together the two teenage beys 
broke the rules laid down by 
their elders. They smoked, ate 
meat in def.iance of the Hindu 
vegetarian diet, made an 
abortive suicide pact, and their 
rebellion included a vis,it to a 
brothel from which Gandhi fled 
in fright and disgust. 

About the same time he stole 

The non-violent 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111£ 

both become Prime Ministers of such as Raja Harischadra, a 
the state. sort of Indian Job, rose before 

Mohandas Gandhi vassed him to shed his crown and 
through the dim years of in- kingdom in pursuit of truth and 
fancy in a three-storyed house justice. 
on the outskirts of the city This play, with its ideal of 

{ <:""'.·; '}•· ••. ; 

. _.. 

' ~ -, 

-~'-­,E 

bought by an ancestor in 1777. 
f.le spcn: his childhood m a 
home that was neither ilHtera,te 
nor specially cultured. His 
father stood clearly for political 
t:minence and integrity and his 
motner for religion. The fami­
ly's b a ck g r o u n d was 
Vaishnavitas; the:v worshipped 
Vhllnu as Supreme God. 

The family went to live in 
Rajket, where Kaba became 
Prune Minister, when Mohandas 
was ahout l!tg'ht. Hi- was a 
,..-n ~1t1\1• boy, painfully aware 
111' !H ~ :, p µt.•;H\U1ce. his ears that 
,HH'K on! 11nd th ,· image he saw 

Absolute Truth and Absolute 
Duty, arid the l e g e n d of. 
Shravana, with its moral of 
devotion to parents, presented 
ideals which the developing 
mind of Gandhi embraced in 
earnest. 

Up to now Gandhi's problems 
had been those universal to 
children anywhere, but sud­
denly the chasm between East 
and West yawned wide. When 
he \\ as 13 the s:chGolboy Gandhi 
married. He had already been 
l:>etrothed to two unknown girls, 
both of whom had died. Ac-
cord•ing to Hindu custom, he set 
out in brocaded tunic and be­
Jewelled turban to marry the 
13-year-old Kasturbai, whom he 
had never seen. 

There foHowed long years of 
adjustment between the child 
groom and his child bride 
through their long and difficult 
adolescence. 

Gandhi was dem4nd,jng and 
took her reticence for lack of 
love. Long wars of sulks and 
.silence raged between them. 

THIS IS the first of a series of articles to mark 
the centenary of the birth of Mahatma (Great 
Soul) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi tomorrow. 

The articles deal with Gandhi's life. spiritual 
development and impact on society during his 
long fight for Indian self-determination. 

Gandhi (1869-1948) found his vocation as a 
non-violent revolutionary in South Africa and it 
was in this country that he dev-eloped the spirit­
ual impulses that were later to shake an empire . 

He died at the hands of an assassin on Jan­
uary 30, 1948. 

PA 

gold from his brother's 'armlet 
- allegedly to pay his brother's 
deb.t. But this was going too 
far. He wrote a letter of. con­
fession to his now bed-riid:den 
father who wept a little and 
tore it up. 

In 1885 Kaba died. His death 
was a traumatic eJGper1ence for 
Gandhi, and one he had to live 
with all his life. He sat one 
night with his sinking father 
and when an uncle offered to 

Tl 

relieve him he went to 
Kasturbai. A servant called 
him to his father, but before .he 
cou'ld reach the sickroom Kabii 
was dead. When Kasturbai's 
child was born it only lived a 
few ctavs for that, too, Gandhi 
l1lamed himself. 

From this time on Gandhi's 
mistrust of self-indulgence was 
never to leave him and, con­
vinced that he ha<l gone wrong, 
he began his religious quest. 
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Among the friends of his father 
were Muslims; Jains and Parsees 
as well as Hindus. but one 
religion, Christianity, could find 
no a_cceptance. 

The m1ss10naries, as he 
thought, insulted the people 
and gods of India and forced 
alien customs on their prose• 
lytes. Gandhi listened to one 
sermon and could stand no 

I more. 
With Kaba's death. the family 

was short of money. Only 
Mohandas could hope to suc• 
ceed to his father's 'influential 
post, and then only if his 
educational qualifications were 
sufficiently impressive. 

Failure 
In November, 1887, Gandhi 

scraped through his Bombay 
University matriculation 1-t 
Ahmedabad. A term at 
Samaldas College· in Bhavnagar 
showed him an academic 
failure. Friends counselled that 
he should be sent to England to 
train as a barrister. 

Resistance to the obnoxious 
un-Hindu ways of London was 
eventually overcome when a 
Jain monk administered to Gan­
dhi a solemn oath binding him 
to abstain from wine, women 
and' meat. The money was 
found, partly by selling his 
wife's jewellery. 

' 
Gandhi himself viewed hi:s 

depa1rture in the light of release 
from prison. He then regarded 
England as "the land of 
philosophers and poets, the 
very centre of civilisation." 
. He embarked on September 
4, 1888, after a committee of his 
caste organisation, the Modh 
Bania, had summoned him and 
warned him against the impiety 
of going, He explained the vow 
he had taken and his family's 
assent, but w a s ex, 
communicated. 

When Gandhi left for 
England he was almost 19 had 
displayed no outstanding talent, 
nor had he given any indication 
of the Mahatma (great soul) he 
was to bec-ome He w:is unrl.er 
sentence of _religious ex­
communication and far from 
being .a nationahst was 
cherishing a deep regard for 
England as "the centre of 
civilisation. 

Gandhi was in England more 
than 2½ years . 
. On June 12 he sailed for 

Bombay on the ship, Oceana. 
His brother Laxmidas met the 
ship with the news that his 
mother was dead. Gandhi's ex­
communication from his caste 
still stood and his brother ar• 
ranged a ceremonial cleansing. 

He returned to Bombay to 
gain experience in the courts 
there, but in six months 
received only one brief He ap­
plied for a teaching p

0

ost, but 
was turne down. 

Agents 
Eventually he returned ti) 

Rajkot to devil for his brother 
but L_axmid~s ~ad been charg'. 
ed with _m1susmg his former 
p-0s1tion m Porbandar. The mat­
ter had gone before the British 
agent, whom Mohandas had met 
breifly in London. Laxmidas 
persuaded him to inte,rvene on 
his behalf. 

The agent, who had been 
friendly when on leave in 
England was far from friendly 
on duty in India. But Gandhi 
r~fused to be silenced by broad 
hmts and went on talking until 
he was dragged from t:he room 
by a servant. Even then he sent 
in a note. 
• He saw no future in politics 

in India then. He was getting 
some assignments from ~he 
ruler of Porbandar. bm . it 
seemed that his father's .Just 
was neither availahlt> tn ~J~. 
nor worth having 

At this time a firm nt .viusl!m 
merchants who had a business 
in South Africa neederi a 
lawyer to help with a rJiff -·ull ' 
case The firm's Porbandar of• 
fice offered Mohandas Gandhi 
100 guineas plus expenses for • 
year's work. 

In April 1893 Gandhi le, 1 
home again, leaving Kasturbai 
with a second baby, Manii ,. 
now six months old. No\\ 
almost 24, Gandhi was to try hH, 
fortune in yet, another country 

South Africa. 
(TO)lORROW: South Africa 1 



(To the Bditor;' "~atal Advertfr,N. ") 
~.r.-1 e.;m.imthlse with "28 Years' Resi­

,1._. _. ,,_,/ 1 foi,-' ihe misfortune that ha, <J\'<'r­
tahn him in · tho tlownfoll of hi, idol Ji,-i1i., 
Mr. Gandhi. .All _will admit that :\Ir. 
11a:1dhi has rcndercJ inYal11~b:,, s,•n-icc 10 

tht· ln<liau community, but it tlo,•s not rol­
lcw from the.t, th11t the community i! s,-.tis­
ileJ "ith hi.1, prosent policy. :Jess~. }'3th,•r 
11.nJ Roberts w<>rP quite right in snyin:; what 
thcv han, and it is horriblv mca;, on 011r 

pari to a~bjeot persons of :;11r. Paiher's 
calibre to undeserved abus<·.-Yoms, <'le., 

., • 'IL'',_-...-'[.•<..:~ "l .C: Jl, A!'; 1 I-a, 1:.."\·'•"-•'-'~ • 

11.::i <l/"r • ·---· 
(To tho Editor, "~atal Advertiser.") 
Sir,--1 have read the letter above tho 

uam~ti ol "3. R 1'11ther und John L. 
lfolH.'rt•" •·with n.~using interest, for _ it no I 
douL•t. fthowa 110w thc~o pi"O!)lo havo. ycad : 
the !nu,1,r;:a.,t Restriction Dill a.nd Justico • 
'3,•ar!,,', iudgment. 'I'hey cnll the telegnmu 
sent by ihe "Anjuman hlam nnd Zorastria1i 
Anjumnn" mislcadin.; bcc.1urn it supports 
i-h .. nolic-v of the• so'un, Afrirau India.ns' 
lrc:,Jo-r. ,vcn. I am surpriM·d to J!Ot(' thi! is 
llll''"logic . that one· learns in Lonil9n, 1_1or 
'-'<>u)J 1 b~liMc- that hendmasle~ would rcii­
wn iu this fMJ1ion.' It is Jik<> Eayin.;, bE'-
e,,m Mr..._ G~l).U policy .ie to 
fol!v,q . the,. b;u , we should not 
practice that Tirtue. He thon de 
cl-0re!1 in th~ ume breu:h that brcause you 
cnu!d couni th~ numhPr of Parsec~ on tho 
r~n fi.ngn,i of your hands, it should ~11.rry 
no w~rght nor cou!d it ~!J~" k on • behalf of 
tho Durbon Indian~. lint does "m\· ,\nju­
m~n•• mPan sp.-akini on be-half of ;'Pathn 
311d Robort.,'' or lho Durban Jmli1rns ! I 
sl1oultl likr '10 know what locus &tandi your 
,·orr~c1ponden'a hnve to assert the rigmarole 
th.,,· do. If they do not know, ll't, th,•m 
ler~n thi•, that Mr. Rand3vN, nnd !IIr. 
Parsel' llustomjoo ar<' perfrctly riiht to 
protest on b!'half of tJ,cir Anjumans, and 
that 3if,.s.ra. Pnthr.r nnd . H,)Lcrls JITO 
neither Moh11,1!'.ledam nor rarsi,('s to rai~e 
their notorious but foolish cry, and it '\'fou!d 
bo advisable {or them to n,ind their own 
bu,i'uei;s in thdr own congreiration, lest \hl'y 
!war the echo dec.larc ."Shut np."-Youn, 
vtc., . 

A ME:,fllER OF ANJ!J~tAN ISLAM. 

C:.~ fo the .1Jditor, "Natal AdvertiM>r. ") 
Hir,-1 noticr your corr<'spondPnts, M1•ssrs. 

S. R j.'a.tbt)r. 11nd John L Rob(?J't--. nro 
trying to sl-jow· bow the• h-i;itlnwt,, prott·M! 
of thi' .Anjt.L"?lt.n' Islam nnd Zorastrian ~\n. 
jwua.n sro roislcadinir, but the:, fail. and 
fo.il ml~erably, ina$llluch that a qua!ificd 
bi.l'ri!ter iwiil not Jli.lrc thc- brief of &uch n 
case ,whero t. ?i,fobamcdan and a Paneo 
l,.;dy, J;lflll.t•!tl on ''th<!ir o,m hrll1l!, and yd 
t1''ll Jnd!nn1 hava tht' audacity, who ttr<' 
?lt'ithcr ant nor the oth<lr to <JUC'&lion thPir 

j !l'.>"11• t.u•cli, l •:,:pe~t--11 t,l 1~~•~ ,hat \!r. 
t;Rth< :- wou!d koow thii t.~ bar,~•tn. 
r ,ri:nl. iJ th,•~• t,wo p.•1·, .. m• ~it tog,-1bcr 
r.nrl !m1y ixn,der on, th<' froth ni;d 

i (';l(:Nill(lt> \,hitb. thl'y have- poured 011 

I r11<• phH•: of ,,~ur vnluahlt> ,ournnl, they 
1 ·o.ihl t:1<' th~t thc•v ha\'<' 1\C',·n 111 a l1urn--

~) , .. _.;..;ml't fomou;; • hy ;u h o:,~urd ar;,1i­
:·1t'Ut~. 

H i.ho ktt<•r h an:ily0 ,,;J I U!l' sur~ it 
-~ ,.,_,!,! c-.>ntuin nothir,:; for your ,-orr<-,· 
r,oad•.'lll' to· b,, r1·oml c-f, r.1!!:rr 11111• th ~y 
H-i:I :.i.•k l\ v~r;i, grE>at d<>nl of uprnonco 
t., ei•p~rr..t<' ..he chnlT from ~hf grain.­
Your~, <:tc .. 

ii~,\~ 
(Ti> thr F,d,.;1r "Xa,~l A,,-ri>rlitt>r. '') 

"DHUSS~fASOOR.'' 

8ir,-lt wa~ • n.1nuEing- to n11~ to st•O ~ 1 
c.rtid,· sigiwd by J. L. Hol~•rts nnd S. H. 
l'atl1N jointl_v, m your i,su,i 1,f tlH• 29th 
ult., re In~l•:111 irnmiination R~strictiorl. 

Your corrl'spolld~nts d,•,ire to point u•1t 
that tdPg-nlias fPnt l,y thf~ Yoriol1, hodi 1 ·~ 

Hl<'tlt ion('d iu thrir n1 I irltl, nrc 1ni51C'rHli11;.:. 
u11<l uppPar_ to w1•1~nt :\t,,,sr~. (:,ndhi. 
l'I<' .. ul)(l tl11•ir pvli<'y. I should ',k,, lo 
usk tlH·ee nH·llt how ttrt' tht•fl<! t1•legr.~.1:14 
miskading? Do tlwy iu o.ny '""•" >''P· 
port tlie action of thP Govf'rnmPnt! Ar•' 
uot these bodies, in,li,·irlually. l'ntitkd 10 

Sl·nJ tPlegrun1s of l:oncl,•mnn.tiou fq thf\ 
a11thoritiPB! To put it pnroly flnd '4it11t1l_v 

tlw;e tPkgrallll ar<> ml'ant to bring hr nw 
to tlw llfini,rn in d,arq<' of th,, Hi'I. t "" 
fore,; of the p$lic opinion. How is it nis­
lt•ading? 

t l's, I f'mphutically say "yr,," 1, ., 
kl<'J:f"trlS rlo ,uppc,rt .~Ir. G,111dhi ,11,.f ,, ,.·, ~ 
is It" tryittg to do? H,• i3 tryiug t,, 1 

to t!to G,,vt'rnm<'nt thnt t-!t<' Bill ,!,I ,,., n 
lot of liorm hi th<' rr•siilentiol lnclian,, itt­
c'udin•r l'athcr anrl Roh,.rt,. Is it ~oo,i 
or ba,l • 

Fnrth('r, ynur rorr(•~JHllhlrnh tr\' tn 1i1:1kt 

out thnt -i mnjot ity of th<' •1,.,r11hn,- nf 
tho,<' ussocintinns, nwnl innrtl :n th .. ir 
.rtil·h>, supported thr pr<•,rnt i,su,·s ,,_f 1_h" 
Natal !ndinn Congr"••· Only n ~nn1or11r 
-as un argument ]Pt u, hk<'; still ti,,,,~ 
is a p11rt, c>a!Jc,d minority left. ·,,;hirh di,l 
not npprndate the doings oi thr C'nuµ-re•• 
which hus found wch .uppor!Pr~ 111 tlui 
p<'tSOm of your ('(Hr•••pornJ.•nts. • 

A Congrl'51, I lwlirn, oug-h~ to I e "' 
homoa-~)1ou1 body. ~l~ it i~ nppoint~d h: 
th~ 1'&nous ••1,chon, ~T must hanno1110,HI, 
work nnd whut ahnnt this minority? l 
eurr~•" your con,.~po11dent• "'1)1lld h•• n 
tlwm thrown ov<>rboar<l. YNrr conP­
erondenh nssMt thAt '"" m•jnritr d th" 
M<'m\.,.ra suppor!Pd thr C,,ngr<'" on ~,llur­
dav ln~t. anti At th<> Sl\!lle timr show thnt 
th~y pr1•vio11,h- np1wo,·r,I the- ·,ctinn or 
t.h£>ir associations in _tr.lnin1ithn~ tli1,-.n 
t,,\ec:rnms, Uv iloing thi• thr·,r ·how 1l.11t: 
the;,. u,'(• 1mfaithful. u•1d hdittl,, tl,, •n 
wftly as ·"tnrnconb," as their nrtick im­
plies. 

I ehonld likP to know sincr wh•·n ' •·• 
:\Ir. l'atl,er formed his !{OOO <>pinion o~ 
tho Congr;•ss 1 Do<"< he not r~ml'mhrr thn 
numb<:'r of times h.,, iio• mndo nllrg~tinn~ 
purporting to the bad m11nag-cmrnt .,r foo 
Congress? 

When a man• cnn publicl_v <lPnounc<' lh" 
_Con~Ml, 11t 9,ll<' tim" llm~ •UP\>Ort ·t •t: 
anotl)er~ - s.how~ hia • 0wn 1n<"'o11,11tr•11r-v oP 
nrinciplf's. \'1'hv 1llr,port now !Iii-. l'ntf,r>r~ 
Pt·rhnps to 14"rincl- your ovrn nxe, \Yh.-
"thi• nrticle be' shrn<>d conjointly! I.s ;r, 
that Robert~ ha8 b~omn PnthN'e "Cbe!a" 
(di,ciple),-o•r i,-it one, is ~fraid.0£ th<' othr,­
or both rl!adj fo· ~an in th(\ s!\me slio!' llt1'1 

tnkl' conscriu"nt'c-11 in· ih" lnngunµ-" of 11, 
ln,q•n "jointiv 11ml .,,nratJr." 

~r,,~.,,, fl .. n,lhi nn<l T'olnk I do not rln:n 
fo hr inift llihlP.- but ,,.,~ 1c.. ;a .. 1\1 \pnorri, 
m,," ...-ith copncity ,nd hli•nh: in •hort. 
....-ho Ponld oornmnnd re,pE-•I, "·h;ch nr -
the •ssi•htlals o/ !Pndnrs. ohm·e ~II prac­
t;cal ilth,kt>t•. nnd 11·orkt,rs wh'l carry with 
them 'th~ ,~hole sun,,r,rt r,f Indinn• i,, 
~nth Afric-o. rn1I Tw1in, nnrl who~(\ JH")lir•v 
l! ,nli,lntit;·, which, nr•»in \n tht> wonb of 
your corrPspond~nh-. ''iH tn <-nrnr,1,.tr- vori.., 
ance" witli th<' nolic'l' n,i<>r•tP~ hv ,·nu,­
rorr!'spnndPnt.•; i·ho 'nrr• n.ftrr nil ~1N,, 

nnn-n,ntitiPtt. _in our nuhHr ]:fC'-pn.r;iilin~ 
,ntell1tM, u rt wetr.-I al"l. ••-~--

"BALP~1.'' 

, . 

Fr the cont mporary press 

••••• 
••• • •• 

•••••••• 
• •••• •• 

Gandhi I passive resistanc 

,ovement resulted in liv ly 

correspond ce in the local 

press••••• 

he was 

cri d 

as ell a 

pra:Ls d 

as ese 

lett re 

indicate 

6 June 1913 
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Indian Monument 

in Johannesburg. 
..., 

1 l 0 I 0 t ri 
s 

ory of I ol ( ro In .:. :i.) 0 11 

in h lo-Bo r 

( :20 J 

THE fir~t µh c t<1grnph de pict3 th e Ind ian :'\lun umc nt1 al Joh an ocsli urg 1 at clo~e quart c.:: r'-·. g iY i11 ~: a vi e \\' of the m:--~i n insc ri 1~lio n. 
The second photograph gi,·es a more comprehensive view of I he :\lonument a nd its surround in;:: .,, indica:ing the lieight at whi,,h it is erected and 5howing in the di stance the boundary of Bedforrl Far:n, Sir l;eurge Farrar's Estate. • 
The ~Ionumer.t itsel f is built of shaped stone block s cemented to~ct~1ct. with a cement fu ttt'.(~:~t i,.H1 and top. It is enclosed hy iron rail s, cn.:c!ed to prc\'ent d1mage to tli c marble inscription-b!iir ks ir, ,m the st ont~-t hrow ir:~ of irrcpre:;:sibk juv t:! ni lc marksmt:n. Ti ~t• ~lonument is buiit t!p(H 't or~c o f i:: ,.: h!ghest eminencl!s surround ing J ohanne::. b~ug, upu11 the ridge wher~on is erccted the f)lJscn· ntnry. ( )n the s~uth side/. i~ o\·er!ooks the .llt'zuide:1h out ':·nlky. On the north, !t looks toward~ l1n .: : 1, r ~.: , :1n<1 tn e :i..1aga11cs1.,C" r~ h a n~c ll! 1.Y 1,e seen ~:1 th e d1.-.:t:1nn: . 
The main ins-:riptio n '2arn:d t:F,)!1 J. t!~arble t:diL~t lel i, , tl, the e ~st :-:i dt.: r:f the .\!u :Ht lll~ ll! i:-- :i.:~ follows: 

.Sacred ·to the ~f <: nJ,:1rr of 
Briti :..;h t: J(rlcer:": \\'arra r!t Ufflci.: n, .:,..;at in : N .C.(l,' ~ ~::v.i ~!en, 

\ et1..:rit! t: t\' A:-sist.~ui.ts. ~albar:ds . ari :l Folluwc:r:-- uf t!:,; 
! ?l~,i a P -\r!·ny whu d ied :D ;',,i.:l!i :\friG1, 

1~99-- !\''·•~ . 
. Thi s inscripti '-)~ appear:-: in E i~;:i i~l..' t ~r~! ~!, an(1 I \ indi . I;, cad , uf the nth t'r Yides ni the .;\lont: 111t: :1t inlet :1. marble t:d•;~t wher~u:1, r~·'!'~:(' ti 1;,•i ~·. :~ppt::1.!r tt11.: won.::- : 

:'11• ·.,;·u; \'< 

CH:r~ i .-:- 1'1.\ ~, 
H1:-- , ,1 · 

Z1.. 1 i~O.-\:-;T i( .i .\ :, 
:-' ! K l! , 

The ~lonunH~ ii t \\ ~~ ._ t·t~ •,:- ti.:d i -v !1uh lfc . ..:!:~,s~·-ript.i11n :·.! the .~1,~ .. '.e •.·f th :: \\\ir, •~ nd is uii ique un nccoun t of the f:1ct that i~ i:-; tb .: t q:}y n.>.~: ,}l' i~,i t ,, ln.~i .. n·, !n ~ ,' tH~ .\(i k:: . 

8 ) 



• Gandhi ccwod th 
aeeda of r:u,h,e rulst• 
once wh11n ha was In 
South Africa. Hera h . 
r~ pictured, centre mid• 
die row ~ i h hfr; fol-

low ra. 

6 .y·g•est 

~ft ®r 
m· rch 
0 h!le ~raclleln9 aa an cttorn v ' 
In Joh~nneoburg, Gandhi w<1e for­
evar at odd with G.tnoral Smuts. 
In November Hl13 he led tho re­
&lst nee march lntc the Tran::1vaal 
a .11 th Union Government'• rej)udl­
.itlon of th~ promfsi, to repeal t!te 
tax en ex-Indentured lndlans. He 
wu ud .on one charge and thtn 
arro:)tCld Cit another. 

He ls aee next to MIH Sct?ell&n 
after hi arretJt In luhanneebura, A. 
month later he w ,:10 free 11r,sln after 
bcl!te rcloHod uncandltlonally. 

w 
,...,......,,...,....,,,.~ .............. ----__.....,,__.._.........._,,..._,,. ......... ---. 



,lJ(JlemeuL to INDIAN 011INION 

22nd August, 1908. 

Natal to the Rescue! 

Mr. S. J. Randeria 
' , ' 

Mr. M. C. Anglia Mr. H. I. Joshi 
Mr. Parsee Rustomjee Mr. Dawad Mahomed Mr. Adam H. G. M1ho;nd 

( Capetown.) 

Some of the leading Indians who have proceeded to Johannesburg to assert their rights. 

j I 

I 

l 
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IMMIGRANTS RCSTRICTION ACT N0.15/1907 , which prescribed a dic tation 

teat in an F.uropean luguage for would-be-immigrants: 

By means of Act 2/J.907 alld Act 15/1907 9 it was al.most j_mpossible for an. 

Indiall to gain entry into the Transvaal. 

31 July 1907 : Indians furious :Open air meeting held in Pretoria and the 11Fourth 11 

resolution of 11 September 19o6 re-affirmed 

' -

(i) Gandhi advocated negotiation first ; 

(ii) Over 3000 signed a peti tic:>n to the Transvaal Government offering 
\.J volWltary registration if the cvernment would suspend Act 2 of 

1907: this also failed: 

(iii) Finally, it was decided to commence a 

PASSIVE R E S I S T A N C E A S S O C I A T I O N 
==::z========== ========~========== ========~==========:= 

'fhe Indian Mass Meeting 
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1893 - 1914 

He had organised the South African Indians into political units; 

He made the S.A. IadiaDS aware that South Africa was their hane and that 

they had to contribute towards its welfare; 

His settlement at Phoenix remains a living memorial of his dedication 

to the cause of humanity 

He gave an international status to the cause of the Indian in South Africa 

He championed the cause of the South African Indian; 

The Passive-resistance struggle becomes a formiddable political weapon 

E.is career-in-S.A. remaina-e-ont-rovers±ar: 

• - he was often criticised for championing the--caus-e-of-.--4;he 

better-elass-Indi:a:n-; 

--the Natal IndiaA-Congress broke away-from-him on the question 

of including the £3 t ax in the Passive Resistance movement,&c. 

Gandhi's twenty one years in South Africa are historically of profound 

importance in the development of the Indian in 8cuth Africa. 

Whe:11 Gandhi arrived in South Africa in 1893, he waa an obscure young lawyer, 

when he left South Africa in 1914, he had developed into a political leader of 

stature; 

His South African period can be regarded as his political nursery, 

adolescenfe and maturity••••·•••• and launched him into international 

politics becoming in the process, one of moderxi. India's greatest leaders 

esitecially in his important contribution to the Independence of India • 



1 5 Oct l 901 The Durban Indians held a special farewell in his honour • His achievemonts 

to date •..• he : 

R. S. V. P. 

• organised the local Indians into a political unit; 

• pointed the way to public service; 

• established the Natal Iudian Congress which would act as a 

political forum: 

(j'\.,,·-

--~-lt)~·tf E 
--·~ .. ,,., 

.... 
,r7 12 Octolk'I' 190 l 

@B{r't'OUI,, ~oat /l't~U ~n~elU~l 

e-::> 'flf'taJfl'tJd' q~ ✓tfe O ONGR E SS HALL , ::¼-~_; 

u~, 0,?). ~, ✓~ /f✓L e?1J./an./ a/ J'/'·· Ni 

at' a A-1,,{JUI-J ~«;~ and @fil-eo~n/'r~/;an ✓;.r , 
· : / .. · ., 

@Jfol<A,e<M ?a /v\. K. G A N D H I. Es a. 

Before his departure,Ga.a.dhi pranisee that should hio services be re~uired, he wou.ld 

rotura. Four months lator he received an urgent appeal. Towards the end of 1902 

In Natal he led~!~!~~on t:;~~~:~ber~:. (~::.:: for the Colonies), wh< 

gave him a cool recepticm, while in the Transvaal., he refused to eee Gandhi • 



16 AUGI.IST .1908 , 
.INrt/RIAT£f) .liVVANS IJEST,,Roy A.80//T,: ..!8'00 
CEl?TIFICAr£s IN A LARGE rhREE L£l:&G.IJ· A!t:)F· ./.Al 

J"#AN &£.S br1n.,._: . • ... ,........ ~~~-
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' .:,. · 

·, 

OB.TECTION ·TO : 
ASIATIC VOLt.lNrARY /?EGISTRATION · VAI..IDATJON BILL(ACT ;36/.t908) 

(Sketch: 
A.Adam) 



22 I,1ay 1895 GANDHI talcea up the cause of the Natal Indian and establishes 

the 

Gnndhi becomes the first secretary and Hr. Abdoola Hadij Adam beccmes 

the first Preside-ll'll-. 

Gandhi is admitted to the Natal Bar and practices in Durban-. 

fSwmJ, .. 

R RADJI 110JIM, 
'I'bo Alli WI Indian Coog,_ 

By June the Congress had 300 members . Although the hi~ mer..bershi~ 



I , 
I 

, 1 , , \ I 1: I ~ \ '\. I l I [ I 

- who wu born at 

Porbandar ( Sudama:puri) in India on 2 October 1869 , qualified as a 

barrister in England in 1891 . Tvo years later his professional services 

were engaged by Abdul Karim Jhaveri, a Durban trader, in a £40,000 lawsuit 

againnt a rival firm in Pretoria . 

The young ine~erienced barrister was completely ignorant of conditions 

ill South Africa - - - he came for a few months, .•• ;ret stayed for tventy 

one years, during wich time he was to becane one of the outstanding 

figures in South African politic&! history. 

KAY 1893 s Gandhi arrived in South Africa 



f-npplement to INIHAN OPINION, 

11th ,Julie, I~ I 0. 

A Parsee Stalwart of Passive Resistance 

l'\R. SORA BJ I SHA FU RJ I ADA,JAN IA. 

Who has served the greater part of the last two years in µrison on behalf of the 

Transvaal Passive Resistance cause. 

+tl. ~l~l'.>i~ ~ll~~~ ~~ta-1~fl~l 

,j 

~l 'HH-0 'il11:.Q1 0f:tl ~ C{~~ ~l.{i l<l~F{l~,{l ~{1(1'1.l l'tl~ll{l l~ &_~~ IIY~ 9{[)tr{\ ~~~ ,:g _ 



Supplement to "IN011\N 0PINl0N" 29th September, l9C6 ,.-_,;-_,,,--~~ ,--,-~ ~ ~ --....-....--. -- • 

JUSTICE BUDRUDDIN TYJ~BJI, 
Died at London, 19th August, 1906. 



~upplement to I:.--nr.-1.x 0Pr:-;rox, 

l ;)th October, 1 fl 10. 

'. 

The Transvaal Deportees • 
1n Madras 

Carxntic StuditJ J 
f .lloun/ Rd., .llad,as. 

Together with 

i\!R. SP.LA\"AkAJ U .\tUJ>AI.IP.R, DR. KRISHSASWA~!! AIYIT.R, .\!R. G. A. NATl'.SAN, i\!R. KRISH:-IASW,ntl CHETTIAR, 

I..· { In front rank but one) 

~~l~ "'>tlct ~~l'4Hl~t~l ~~l~Et\ ~Y~l 

E~l'U"~l~Hl ~·<rt\1./l ~l"t<\l~l 'I{\. ~'i:ll'"-t ~1~.1 11.w:{l'-{~, j1. flb~~<{l'I{\ ~l~l, l-fi . 75 . ;;;. r\11~trt. 

"'t~ •.ft. f.t•,,,i~--H·4l ~{.fh1:.. ··,lHfl'H ;;i} (-H ;;~. 



AN IN'l,ERES'I,ING GROUP 

Talcfln at Heidelburg Station on the occuion ol tbe Bon. Mr. Gokbale'• •i■it, 



Supplement to l:'\'DL\N OP1:-10N, 
2nd Marr:h, 19oi . 

Vrededorp 
Properties 

The four pictures represent 
some houses owned or occu­
pied by British 1 ndians in V re­
dedorp, J ohannesbur[. The 
photographs show that the 
buildings are not "shanties", 
as clescril·ed by :\·Ir. \Vinston 
Church:11. The fine;.;t of the 
group was built and 1s O\\'nt:d 

by an Imiian. 

' 

.i~ 
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IN 1910 GANDHIJI PROMOTES SOCCER MA'TCHES 

Pretoria Passive Resisters with striped jerseys, vs. Johannesburg Passive Resisters with plain jer-

seys played in Rangers ,Ground, Mayfair, Johan1esburg. h.j -
1 

., 

1st Row; Standing from left. 

1. Unknown, S. B. ll'1edh , Murugas (Thabla) Na,idoo, H Kalle11!Ja,eJ1, C, !{ . Th11mbi Naidoo, 

Chairman Tvl. Tamil Benefit Society; M. K. Gandhiji Jliss Sonja Schelisi11. L. W. Ritch. 
G. !sacks, l{husal Bai, Sorahji, Shapurji. 

211d Row; Subra.ya. Padayachy, Actfng Cha.irm.an !'la. Ta.mil Lea.g11e; Ve-nogopal Naidoo. 

D. Lazarus, K. Raja. Retlmam, Perumaal Naidoo. V . S. ]l,.Ja1t.ick·1m1 Pillay, Billy I{_ G. 

?£/lay, Soo/wo Nm:doo, V. Chetty, N('ll'!foki, V. S. Pi/lay, Chairman Pretoria Tamil League; 

Chinapa, ·R. Ka.thira Vellno Pn.daycwh!f, .T. K. Philips, H. Mom1samy. 

3rd Row; A·ancis Pilla'!!, lv!urugas Pillay, Goninda.•wmy Masthan Padayachy, .Toh1111!1 Peters, 

Ramlall Mooloo, Cha.irman Pta. Indian C:011r,re.-;,'{; N. K. Pil/.ay, .lhb. C:aptai11; Boblal Ma­

haraj, Pta. Captain; G. H. Momia. /)arid Anthony, V . . Vaidon, Darid Mooidee·11, Nar:-wo 
Naidoo,\ Da1)fd Ernest., N. S. Pil/.ay. 

4th Row; 'R. ~- Frwnk, Joh11 A-ndrP1rs, ll. Masootoo l'illo.11, /\· . .fa.11a11.afh1u1 J>ilfay, Chi·11-

samy Pi/lay. Jimmy (:J,effy, D. /Jotd, S. Ar1111achala J>ar!1111u<'h!I. Aro11 Jo/111. (;ol'i11 1{a .. 

samy Pillay. 

PERHAPS THE MOST UNUSUAL SOCCER MATCHES IN SOUTH AFRICAN SPORTS HISTORY??~ 
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Supplement to IxDL\X 0Prnrox, 
2i<th September, 1 DO,. 

Indian Passive Resistance Volunteers in Pretoria. 

EllRAHn! NOOR 

~~llil"I '.Fl. 

A. F. C. Jh;c; 

~- ~!(. ~1. i,i>t 

G0\'11'1) !'RAG 

3it".h )\l'l 

H,\BU GA:-;<;ARAM 

O\l'1 'l.'ll~l '1 

CAs,n1 Swoo 
'.;.lk\'1 ~1~ 

GOOLAR RUDRA DRSAI 

~(1\0\ ~H t«lb 

i\IOOSA SUI.DIAN 

~ «l ~':{ •llr\ 

Goor. .-nt l\IAHO~IF.I> AllllOOI. RASIIII> 

~,-11>1 >1.r<1t ;u;•>11(1 ~-~{h 

KHOOSJIAI , SITA 

~{il~1 ,;'\rtt 

Hoos:;N BIA 

c;i'i-t t>{\,~l 

AH~rnn M. CACHAI.IA 

"'1 ,~ 'It ii,'\. l;i>~ (-fl'Vit 

VALLI MAHO~!F.D 

"1(11 'I,: 'If. 

G. P. VYAS 

'°'• '11. ~lilt! 
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~npplement to Ixnr.,x Orrxrox, 
:!-"th ~q1temlwr. l :1117. 

Indian Passive Resistance Volunteers in Pretoria. 

~ 

EllRAIIDI :,;,,OR 

\'."•~1.;_I;., :H 

Cc,,·1 ~ 11 l 1 RAG 

>1t<tl .. >\l'l 

:\. I-'. C. IH:<; 

~- ii:it, ~1. i,:;.>1 
C.\~--DI ~J11p11 

!J.~ -~ ~·:l 

GnOI.AR RllllRA fh:SAI 

~!-H'.>1 ?_.t~ .. t~t~; 
\!OOSA S111.Df,\S 

~ ~I ~i~ '\Ir\ 
(;rH·,1..,.\1 .\IAHn.\11-:u Au1,001. R .,s1111, 

~'.-il'i 't ,'-;'tt "-'l'>li'.-i --~'h 
KH(llhlf..\l. :--;!TA 

lloos::r-. fl1A 

1,;~r1. 1.rtl>J.l 

. \ff .\fEf> .\J. C.-\CIIAI.IA 

;ut\~ "#'\'r. i;,. 1-\. :l0~11~t 

., 
I 

' ., 

VAi.Li \IA!!O~IF.O 

'l'.11 ""' ... ~. 

G. I'. \'I' ., , 

t::i. '{'\. -.l.(\ tt 

-. ........ , 
\ 
;_.Ji 



* special thanks to 
• - Dr HENNING ( OOClJMENTATION CENTRE- UDW) 

- GANDIUPHOENIX SEITLEMENT 
-TOMMY and BOBBY 
-Mr S.S. SINGH 
- IIlNDU STUDIES DEPf. - UDW 
-HSA-UDW 
-MSRC 
• HSA WORKING COMMITTEE 

:•!~:•:•:•:•?•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:-:-:-:•:•:•:-:-:-:-:-:-:•:•:•:•:•:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:, ................................................................................ ·····••-•······································································· 
.. II 

Beloved 
Gandhi 

THE LEGACY 
OF GANDHI 
Like all great historical fig­
ures, MAHATMA GANDHI 
was a very controvers·ial 
man. His philisophy of life 
a.nd his religious practices 
stemmed largely from Vedic 
Scriptures. What is certain 
is that he moved millions 
and millions of people to act 
for freedom and dignity 
againts imperialism. The 
mainfield of the Mahatma's 
activity was politics; it is 
here that his dedication to 
freedom and J·ustice find 
their avenues of expression. 

MAY HIS SPIRIT GUIDE US TO THE RIGHT PATH. 
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20th June, l f!Oit 

TH~; first photograph depicts the Indian Monument, at Johannesburg, at close <]Uarters, giving a 
view of the main inscrir.tion. 

The second photograph gives a more comprehensi,·e view of the Monument and its surroundings, 
indica:ing the height at which it is erected and showing in the distance the boundary of Bedford Farm, 
Sir George Farrar's Estate. • 

The Monument itself is built of shaped stone blocks cemented toget!ier, with a cement foundation 
and top. It is enclosed by 'iron rails, erected to prevent drn1age to the marble inscription-blocks from 
the stone-throwing of irrepressible ju,·enile marksmen. The :\!onument is built upon one of the 
highest eminences surrounding Johannesburg, upon the ridge whereon is erected the Observatory. On 
the south side, it overlooks the Bezuidenhout Valley. On the north, it looks towards l'retoria, 
and the Magaliesberg Range may be seen in the distance. 

The main inscription carved upon a marble tablet Id into the east side of the Monument is as 
follows: 

Sacred to the Me111ory of 
British Officers, Warrant Officer;, Native N.C.0.'s and Men, 

Veterinary· Assistants, Nalbands, and Followers of the 
Indian Armv who died in South Africa, 

- 1899- 1902. 
This inscription appears in English, Urtlu, and Hindi. In each of the other si,les of the :\1onument is 

inlet a marble lablt,t whereon, respectively, appear the words : 
Mus ULMAN 

CHRISTIAN ZOROASTRIA'."I 
l-!1:suu - S1KH. 

The Monument was t-rected Ly puLlic subscription at the close of the War, and is unique on account 
of the fact that it is the only memorial to Indians in South Africa. 

The Indian Monument 

in Johannesburg. 
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The four pictures represent 
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Supplement to INDIAN OrrnroN, 

15th October, l!llO. 

The Transvaal Deportees • 
i.n Madras 

Carnatic Studio J 
{ .llount Rd., ,1/adras. 

Together with 

MR. SELAVARAJU l\IUDALIER, DR. KRISHNASWA~fl AIYER, MR. G. A. NATESAN, MR. KRISHNASWAMI CHETTIAR, 

( In front rank but one ) 
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~upplement to INnuN Orrnros, 

16th July, ··.1.910. 

DRIVEN FROM HOME 

[ Reproduced from t he Indian R!<.1itw, ~I adras_ 

The 60 Indians Deported to India by the Transvaal Government 
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From Th, Star (johannesbur~). 
4th Mav, 1907. 

WHITE TO MO\'E .\ND CJ-lECK. 

Tt.'! \X,'1.:tt~ K11.i~ht ',vii! n~>w b~ ai1h t., 1wHo-:- mtu !h "" •• 1-\;.11ta: ()rJfnilt.n: u ,1,r ,. .uiJ t~rn; 

L~JVt h.-~. C.astic ld>m t\,..; Hbck King .1r.d rmnpd th~ i;,tkr tn tcr!i b.vt oo "lndi;, •• 

REPLY. 
NOT YET The \'1/hite: Knight, in his eagerness lo move into the A.O. sq,,are, has omittd 

lo nonce tho lill1e pawn on lt·e Gaol Resolution squar,·. 
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Thal the While Knight may also, in lus blind hurry, have imagined tf:al lo L,· !Le Kmg 

which " no! . is anclher story, 
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VERULAM FAREWELL MEETING 

:... 
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Photo by~· Mr. Gandhi addressing the Yerulam Farewell' Meeting-'-".ibout 5,000 persons present, mostly indentured lndiam. :s. Gabriel 
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AN INTEI.,...ESTING GROUP 

Pholo l,y A•r• .8/atll/tr 

TakP.n at Heidelburg Station on the occasion of the Hon. Mr. Golthale's visit. 
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Indian Passive Resistance Volunteers In Pretoria. 
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~upplement to INDIAN OPINION, 

14th January~ Ulll. 

The Picnic Party at Tolstoy Farm 
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The Indian Mass Meeting 
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THE B .. \BL OF PL\CE. 

_j ______ _ 

~~J_j :• 

l Frnm HinUi Pun-:h 

Si\.1 UTS-· -What do you think of the b,by i 
GAN DH [- V cry pleasant. Born with a twig of peace in 

the mouth. 

THE. TAIL AND THE TIGER. 

From Punch 

VIClROY OF 1:'-:DIA. !TO GF.\'EH.AL BOTHAJ: "I 'm ,urc 

JOU only meant to hd,·e a [illie harm[e,s fun with hi, tail, but what's 

Lm to you may be very annoying to the re,.I of rhe tig~r." 

:;; 
0 

z 

-ry 
;::; 
::: 

::: 
-· ,:, -

. .. 



I 
//9!:V 

~ ~ ;p3 

£ 

lo 

- • 'Iv I 

IND14-1v­

~~ ts lq. r, 

- ~\ 

RFS7J?1c; 

--

w -l:Nb/'()1:1✓ I 

No ~ I qot ----- . 

IJ-5/IFJ-I c L fn ll)f GRrr11 a,...,, ~ rv !> 

'R.csrR,cr,OAf !fer,_ tYo ,5 ·, 107 

/1_/~=-

T J? ,L} /V :5 r~~ /__ 



------------•.--- ----
From Thr Stirr {Jni1,wnt;:-hur~). 

-lrh :\!av. I '.>( ,7. 

11\. c,b!c from Londoii ~t;tlc-~ 1L.1t l. .. ,d E!~1:, !1.1~ .!(:\, ,.,1 , :1, \J.,,. •~/\ to 

th ... , \q,,ric Hr-~i~1r,ll10n ► u; 

.:.._;_~j 
---
~ 

-- C ·-,-,..,:. :: - -- .. 

-,,,...,. ·=- '-.. 
;- c- "-. 

;- - ~~ .. ,, 
- :-;-e,. "-, 

• " '· 
/ '·~:: 

The ~'hite Knight wdl now be: al,!r.; !1> move into !ht: .. 1\ ... ;..1t1c CJrJin.11: , ~ •• ~(j\t.tr, ,1nd tf1u~ 

llilVC hi, C:astlc rtom the Black King and cornr,-:1 !hf' lar:er In t.,]l L.a k 011 "lndi..i ." 

I Ht'; rod11cnJ I.·, ~111d ~ ,·rrni~<r.:1 

·, 
, .. 
: , . 
.:: :;= 

• ,··, , 
, I .• 

tLc .,\ 0. ~t.,UJf'«•, l1,\!. o m:<l l 1 

q1iu1,o:, :, n1 1.1 r~. 

~ -

~ --:.·.:·.~::\:. 
,., ·:~·~~.,~~.-::. 

... _-_-._._ 

·1 l:.1~ : !;c \\..h,L .. J<r:i!•!it n1<.1_\ .d~o, 1!1 J .. . \ !.!Hid f lArr;, f.,01· !:11,1girt(d t: .d to lJt: :he J-..:mM 

\ ... /1i( L . • n .. : . :" .1:1r d. ·r ~t t;. 



'{~,al ~l~~ '\{~t.l~<\l • ~~"01. 

~Lo ~Lo ~LCl~ti~llt llL~Cf.~1.ll Gt_,.rn,1. 



-t•l: • .~,: '· ., 

. . ~ .. 

. -,:,,~.-Q~,Z.,.,.:. --~ 

1\1". l-L 0. A LL 'l . 

~ t71 (1 





~ 

I 

I 



S
amuel Pepys (pron Peeps}, the greatest 
diarist of all time, hid himself from public 
gaze for 150 years. Mohandas Gandhi, no 
mean diarist in his own right, did not hide 
himself-not in his diaries, at any rat~ 

but a certain parvenu did. I speak from evidence. 
A fragment of his diary of 1893-94-the pivotal 
year in his life, look at it how you may-lately 
came into my hands. I have made sure it is not 
another Hitler spoof. It is genuine and the editor 
rightly thought his readers would enjoy sharing 
the discovery with me, even if the di&'hard 
myth-makers among them would surely find in it 
another occasion to malign me. • 

In this age of technological parochialism, even 
so unique a work as the Diary of Samuel Pepys 
will sound unfamiliar to many readers, so that a 
brief introduction may help. Pepys began writing 
the diary when he was 27 and continued doing so 
for nearly 10 years, until failing eyesight stopped 
him. He wrote it in cypher, using Thomas 
Shelton's system of tachygraphy (1641) in the 
main, with innovative obscuring devices of his 
own whim and fancy wherever he felt he was 
saying things least fit to be seen by others. 

Shelton's system being orthographic (unlike the 
later Pitman and Gregg, which are phonetic), 
Pepys had little difficulty hiding behind what 
overtly looked quite innocuous. Indeed, when 
Magdalene College (Cambridge}, which has the 
original six-volume manuscript, published a part 
of the Diary (1818), no one-not even Sir Walter 
Scott who wrote an enthusiastic review of it­
knew they were but scraping the surface! The key 
which unlocked the Pepysian soul was put 
together by John Smith (1819-22) and the full 
Diary, omitting certain "unprintable" passages, 
was published in 1893-94. Thereafter, Pepysiana 
and the Pepys Club were the rage among the 
literati. 

I like to fancy that Gandhi's lot as a diarist 
would have been no less dazzling had not 
moronic meddlers and minions taken it upon 
themselves to hide him from posterity and wrap 
his soul in tinsel. In The Year of the Phoenix 
(1982}-where, for the first time, an attempt has 
been made to examine this enigmatic turnabout in 
his life under, as it were; a microscope-I have 
cried my heart out over the disappearance, des­
truction, suppression, purloining or downright 
filching of the diary that Gandhi began to keep 
from the day he set sail for South Africa aboard 
the SS Safari on April 19, 1893. Ah, but how did I 
know? By logical reasoning, gentle reader; by 
inference and surmise, espionage being clearly 
beyond my means. 

Here, in part, is how I argued myself to the 
conclusion (of which the fragment now in my 
hands is positive proof): 

It is not unlikely that Gandhi kept a diary 
during what proved to be his longest voyage 
ever. He had kept a diary touching his first 
voyage (Bombay-London, 1888). Now five 
years later, .here he was going out again. Why 
should the inference of a diary seem improb­
able? He was still a young man and I find it 
hard to believe that he had so quickly got over 
the commendable habit of diarising upon one's 
impressions of persons, places and. events, 
Indeed, concerning this particular trip, he had 
avouched (some 30 years later): "I was fond of 
novel experiences. I loved to see fresh fields 
and pastures new." 

To come to the pith of my argument: it seems 
unbelievable for Gandhi not to have exercised 
his writing talent by diarising at length on that 
fateful voyage and the rich store of experiences 
he had garnered in the months that followed. 
He had p1enty of time and no work, because 

44 THE lllUSTRA TED WEEKLY Of INOIA, MARCH 25, 1984 

I 

DISCOVERY /f K MAHADEV AN 

LOST AND FOUND 

A HIDDEN 
FRAGMENT 

FROM 
GANDHI'S 

DIARY 
T K Mahadevan has just found an unpublished fragment of 
Gandhi's diary relating to the crucial period 1893-94. Where did 
this 90-day fragment come from? \.Yhy was it held back from 
publication? What is there in it? Mahadevan investigates. 

the lawsuit for which he was recruited on a 
one-year tenure was not to get into its stride 
until almost the end of 1893. Besides, he was 
no Hamlet and could hardly be expected to 
keep anything "Within the book and volume of 
my brain/Unmixed with baser matter". Offi­
cious by temperament, he was rather a busy­
body. 

This character trait is etched in fine detail in 
the Autobiography, when Gandhi recounts the 
singleness of purpose with which he spent his 
forced leisure in Pretoria ( which was where 
the case was slated for hearing). Not only did 
he mingle with a wide circle of men and 
women among the more ardent Christians 
there-bringing to mind his dalliance with 
Vegetarians, Theosophists, Esoteric Christians 
and such other fringe groups in the London of 
1890-but "there was now in Pretoria no 
Indian I did not know or whose condition I 
was not acquainted with". If this is not an 
overstatement, surely he would have main­
tained a record of these varied activities. I am 
quite certain in my rt,ind that Gandhi did keep 
a detailed diary of that extraordinary twelve­
month. But then what happened to it? 

At the time I researched and wrote the book 
(1979-81), short of ransacking a certain well­
guarded labyrinth in Delhi, { had no choice butto 
end on a question-mark. Today, with this sur­
faced fragment, one can hope to get at the rest of 
the diary by and by, provided that Gandhian 
researchers give up chasing his Utopia-turned­
dystopia and revert tg the man and his career­
orientation-a subject of enduring bio-historical 
interest. We can learn a lot by probing the man 
behind his numerous masks. We will gain no­
thing by reading into his "opera buffa" (so to 

speak) an alternative to the distress sale that is our 
common lot. 

Before I take you through that fragment, let us 
pause and ponder the question why an ounce of 
diary is worth a pound of journals, memoirs, 
confessions, autobiographies and such other first­
person writing. In a diary, one communes with 
oneself, shut off from the outside world. There is 
no desire, open or hidden, for publication (what 
happens posthumously being another matter). 
There is no strutting and fretting upon the world's 
stage, nor any attempt to pretend what one is not 
or express views one does not hold. This is what 
makes Pepys• Diary such an intensely human 
document. It is garrulous, colloquial, racy in style 
and full of the unconscious (not contrived) 
humour that bubbles over when one is telling the 
truth. 

I am not looking for any literary parallel 
between Pepys and Gandhi. There can be none. 
But a comparison of the two fragments that the 
parvenus have let slip through their fingers--0ne 
of them published (see Collected Works, 1:2-16) 
and the other hitherto unpublished-gives us a 
glimpse of Gandhi in the nude. The published 
fragment is from his "London Diary", which he 
began writing in November 1888, within six 
weeks of his arrival in London. Although he left 
Bombay by the SS Clyde only on September 4, 
"the scene opens about the end of April", as he 
charmingly confesses, when "I had a secret 
design in my mind of coming here to satisfy my 
curiosity of knowing what London was (like)". 
From thereon, the stunningly candid narrative 
reads like the Panchatantra-intrigue, cunning, 
doggedness-the end dictating the means. "Had it 
been some other man in the same position which I 
was in, I dare say he would not have been able to 
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for success were bound to try and hit back. By 
January, there was another reason as well. After 
Vardhan's departure, Raghu Raj had seemed an 
unsteady chief executive, rarely spending over a 
week at · a stnztch in his penthouse office. He 
messed up an a'ttempt to refuse an extension to 
hi~ deputy managi g director and suffered the 
indignity of seeing caustic letter from JRD Tata 
leak to the press. By e end of that month, the 
whispers had begun:' Jd Vardhan be brought 
back?' After all, Raj was e to retire in April. 

When the backlash came,i as so silly that for 
a moment I wondered why y had bothered. 
One of the more unusual aspe s of Vardhan's 
family life had been the close frien ship that had 
developed between his family an the Kolha­
pures. When he used his Air India free ·ckets (to 
which all employees are entitled) to e his 
mother and sister abroad, his mother s_ug sted 
that Padmini Kolhapure and a friend join tH m. 
Naturally, Padmini and the friend (Shama Kulk -
ni) paid their own fares, but a selective leakage o 
documents to sections of the press-allegedly by 
Air India sources-c--managed to make it seem as 
though the affair was murkier than that. And of 
course the press loved it: 'The whizkid and the 
actress': a readymade headline! (The ijlother and 
sister were an awkward detail that the stories 
tried to play down ii1 their quest for a romance in 
the skies.) Vardhan's strong moralistic streak 
came to the fore and he issued an angry denial to 
. The Indian Express, but he seemed unable to 
understand why a trifling matter like this had 
received front page prominence. Obviously, the 
whizkid had not fully understood the ways of the 
world. 

No doubt this controver.sy too will die down 
once the initial flush of media interest fades. But 
from what I've seen of Vardhan's style so far, he's 
not going to forget the Air India people who 
leaked that bit of fiction. And I note with interest 
that the whispers about his eventual return to Air 
India still persist. 

□ Is it true that any member of your party 
travelled on free tickets? 

Yes, my mother and I did. I am entitled to free 
tickets annually like other Air India employees, 
so there is nothing unusual about this . 
□ What about Padrnini Kolhapure? Didn't you 
arrange a free ticket for her too? 

No, of course not. Her ticket was bought and 
paid for, and so was the ticket of Shama Kulkarni 
who accompanied us. 
□ Was it really? Documents in our possessi 
suggest that it has stiJJ not been paid for. 

This is absolute nonsense. Padmini and S ama 
were invited to London by the Amo Field 
Corporation who were arranging a sho there, 
and they paid for the tickets. 
• □ That may be true of Shama 's ti ·et, but we 
gather that Padmini's ticket is still ot paid for. 

instantly, and as far as I know. he hasn't minded 
waiting. 

I don't see how I am involved. 
D Didn 't Air India pick up the hotel bills for all of 
you? 

Not at all. We stayed in two hotels, the Marriot 
and the Grand Hotel, and we paid our own way. 
In fact , the Air India manager tried to pay for our 
stay at the Grand, but I refused, aild insisted on 
paying. 
□ Where did you get the foreign exchange to pay 
these bills? 

We were entitled to $2,100 under FTS. We used 
that monev. 
D But didn't Air India lose revenue because 
Padrnini L(olhapure was upgraded to First Class? 
It may be all right to upgrade somebody if seats 
are empty anyhow, but you had a First Class seat 
blocked for her. 

This is simply not true. The record will show 
an upgrading only on one sector, and it will also 
show that seats were empty and that nothing was 

locked for her. 

IM FAIRY TALES/R1-I\V✓ 

Ifft A ,fff/£~P WfKp ?lffFR! 
IS mhf W/#p firrtJPRINK? 
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□Didn't you misuse Air India's facilities , like 
cars? 

Only once did a regional accounts manager 
insist on giving us his car to go sight-seeing for a 
day. I assumed it was his own car: it now 
transpires that it belonged to the airline. But it 's 
absurd to suggest that the driver had to be paid 
800 francs for his driving that day. If that's how 
much he earns a day, then he makes 24000 francy · 
a month-which is more than the regionaJ 
director earns! / 
D And didn 't the airline pay for your mimcabs? 

I have not used any minicabs at r India's 
expense. If people claim otherwise · en they are 
being less than honest. 
□ How do you react to ese allegations? 

Frankly, I am a bit be ldered. They have been 
leveUed on the basis p f an anonymous complaint 
that mis-stated Ehe 'acts. A man in my position is 
open to attack f m all quarters, so this kind of 
smear is not ep: irely unusual. But as any investi­
gation will dearly show that they are baseless, 
what is the excitement about? II 

That's what -comes of knowin only half the 
story! 1 don't think an.yonahas. gFed.that.the -
general sales agent -who •iss eel --the--ticket on 
behalf of Air India has not b n paid. All that has 
been said is that Mr Pillaiy- friend of mine who 
bought the ticket, has n been reimbursed. 

'', tr !SA GPS1fl,ff,#.Y 
fAlfl/P,A SYA18dt! · 

·- ~/-HAV6-A aeNTAIN ··_--/r 
CIJ/H/II/Th15Hr ~· 

This simple fact has een twisted to suggest 
that I was to pay for admini's ticket, and that I 
cannot now reimbu e Pillai because I have no 
way of explaining bow so much foreign exchange 
came into my poisession. 

As I was neveM,upposed to pay for the ticket in 
the first place{ all such speculation is a little 
pointless. Am1:>s Field Corporation have given the 
money for Padmini's ticket to a friend of hers in 
London who will reimburse Mr Pillai when he 
goes to England. No journalist has bothered to ask 
Mr Pillai how he feels about not being reimbursed 

ro HVMAIVITY 
AS' yov /fAV6 
10 1'115 PltATG•· 11......,--,.~ 

•• er,, PAtAT£! 
~ - ---------1 
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see England." Bravo, Bapu! 
The fragment of the ·'London Diary" comprises 

the narrative portion and is only a one-sixth part 
of the entire document which, we are told, ran to 
about 120 notebook pages. According to the 
Collected Works, "the remaining 100 pages were 
not continuous writing, but merely a chronicle of 
incidents during his stay in London from 1888 to 
189·1" (my emphasis) and nephew Chhagan­
lal, to whom Gandhi entrusted the diary intact in 
1909, almost 20 years after it was written; chose to 
copy out only the first 20 pages before passing the 
document on to the safe-keeping of Mahadev 
Desai in 1920: To sum up, here we ha.ve the 
strange case of a diary written over a period of 
three years and which its author deemed suffi­
ciently important to preserve for 20 years, 
vanishing within 10 years of his parting with it! 
How come it melted into thin air? 

As though to mollify the tragedy, the editors of 
the Collected Works add an element of comedy 
when they say, presumably on Chhaganlal's 
testimony: "Well, dear reader, don't take it too 
much to heart. For what has been lost is merely a 
disconnected chronicle of _incidents that Gandhi 
thought fit to record of his three student years in 
London." Alas! I cannot think of a more unprofes­
sional statement. The value of a diary is en­
hanced, not diminished, by its being a discrete 
and instant chronicle of incidents. This is what 
makes it the most important resource for psycho­
biography; private letters are a rung below it. 

Put together Chhaganlal's reluctance or aver­
sion to copy out those last tell-tale 100 pages and 
the subsequent wholesale disappearance of the 
diary and you can come only to one conclusion: 
Gandhi's truth and the "truth" of his censorious 
guardians do not come from the same mint. 
Unlike Pepys. Gandhi did not camouflage his 
diaries. To the myth-makers, this was a serious 
lapse on his part. Posterity had to be saved from 
Gandhi's truth. And they took to the easy recourse 
of tucking the diaries away from public view­
where. when, by whom being questions I shall 
choose to leave to younger, more intrepid hounds. 

L 
et me now turn to the unpublished frag­
ment. The typewritten copy is titled "The 
Diary of MK Gandhi" (in his own handwrit­
ing). It spans a period of 90 days-from June 
22 to September 19, 1894. There is an entry, 

short or long, for every one of those 90 days, 
showing what an indefatigable diarist Gandhi was 
during, and perhaps after, that pivotal "Year of 
the Phoenix". It was during this particular span 
that his well-orchestrated plan to make amends 
for his abject failure in Bombay by setting up legal 
practice in Durban, with assured retainers from 
the Memao merchants, at last bore fruit. A very 
hectic 90 days, yet he did not miss writing his 
daily diary! Are we then to believe that in the 
preceding 428 days-he set sail from Bombay, as 
we saw, on April 19, 1893-during most of which 
he had relatively little or nothing to do, he did not 
keep the diary with the same punctiliousness? 
Naivete of that sort would sit ill on anyone who 
aspires to bring professionalism to the study of 
Gandhi. 

Whence did this 90-day fragment come to light? 
Why, from the very same nephew Chhaganlal 
whose involvement with the "London Diary" .(as 
we saw) leaves many unanswered questions. And 
when? In December 1971. And to whom was this 
precious cargo consigned? To the Sabarmati 
Gandhi Museum in Ahmedabad. 

Now I am damned if these facts do not point to 
a most perfidious conspiracy on the part of 
Chhaganlal and company. Do I sound harsh? 
Well, look at the following implications. 

(1) Why was such a large chunk of the diary held 
back? Let no one trot out the excuse of damage 
by rodents and termites. These humble crea­
tures are not given to selective destruction, 
though men are. 

(2) The Colloctod Works project was started in 
February 1956, that is, nearly 16 years before 
Chhaganlal deigned to part company with the 
diary fragment. Did the editors know the 
importance of Chhaganlal as a resource person 
on Gandhiana? (Here I should like to remind 
the reader that Gandhi, for reasons best known 
to himself, was closer to his nephews Magan­
Jal and Chhaganlal than to his four sons!) If 
they knew, did they approach him with a 
formal request for transfer of whatever mate­
rial he had in his possession? The "Acknow­
ledgements" printed in the first volume (1958) 
of the Collected Works do not mention his 
name and one cannot but painfully conclude 
that the editors were either ignorant or indo­
lent or both! 

(3) Did the curator of the Sabarmati Museum, on 
receiving the said "largesse", raise a query on 
its skimpiness? Or was he as ignorant/indolent 
as the editors? 

I am deliberately keeping the questions open, 
besides injecting into them a wanton acerbity, so 
that such of the guilty men as are not too furtive 
wiII be impelled to come out with the truth. This 
is a weekly magazine article, not a research 
monograph, and if my reasoning is faulty and my 
accusations are without merit, let someone blow 
up my conspiracy thesis with credible documen­
tation, so that all of us will be the wiser. On the 
other hand, dear reader, if you hear nothing but a 
stony silence, you will surely know what conclu­
sions to draw. 

With due apologies for that (not misplaced) 
burst of indignation, I shall now proceed to 
exhibit significant entries from the diary frag­
ment, along with my annotations thereon, the 
latter being enclosed within brackets: 
Jun 24: Rd a Jong Jetter fr brother discussing Gita. 
Paul came in the evening. He said he wd talk to 
Burn abt partnership. (The day was a Sunday and 

Rd should be taken to mean Read. Why would 
Gandhi's eldest brother Lakshmidas-not known 
for any conspicuous scholarship-write him at 
length on the Gita, unless the latter had confided 
his spiritual gravitation towards Christianity in 
one or more letters from Pretoria? Paul was the 
Indian Interpreter in the Durban court. Gandhi 
was to have left Durban for home on May 23 by 
the SS Reichstag, but he had earned a month's 
reprieve at the May 22 farewell party by playing 
on the gullibility of the Meman merchants. That 
month had passed and here we find him looking 
for a partner to set up legal practice in Durban, 
instead of preparing to return to Bombay. Burn 
was probably one of the white advocates with a 
predominantly Indian clientele.) 
Jun 28: Abdoola Rustomji Two Coolies and 
myself went to Maritzburg. (It is agonising that 
Gandhi should privately refer to compatriots, 
howsoever lowly, as Coolies while publicly re­
senting the usage! In his first ever letter to the 
press espousing the South African Indian cause-­
Transvaal Advertiser, September 5, 1893 repro­
duced on pp 36-38 of my book-he concedes that 
indentured Indians cease to be Coolies when they 
have finished their term. Surely the two unnamed 
Indians who went with him on the deputation to 
meet the Prime Minister in the Natal capital were 
such freed men or their educated descendants.) 
Jul 2: Letter fr Brother. (Lakshmidas was prob­
ably worried over Gandhi's staying on in South 
Africa.) 
Jul 6 : Wrote to Miabhai a long letter and also to 
brother. (The first-named was Adamji Miyakhan, 
a Meman merchant in Durban with a working 
knowledge of English, who took over temporary 
charge of the Natal Indian Congress in June 1896 
when Gandhi left for home, after more than three 
years' absence, to fetch his wife and two sons. The 
letter to Lakshmidas was probably to assuage. the 
latter and appears to have been a short one!) 
Jul 16: Requested A to let me go or give a definite 
reply. He said he wd see that all the expenses 
were paid and also the furniture expenses & c. 
Paul was very anxious that 1 shd stop. (Clear 
evidence that the hard-headed Meman mer­
chants, who had been hoodwinked by Gandhi to 
promise retainers so that the futile fight for Indian 
franchise in South Africa could be carried on by 
hitn without let or hindrance, were beginning to 
have second thoughts. A refers to Dada Abdulla, 
whose evasiveness is understandable in the cir­
cumstances, since the "white elephant" could not 
possibly be carried on one man's shoulders alone. 
Paul, on the other hand, had much to gain and 
little to lose by Gandhi's staying on in Durban as 
an advocate.) 
Jul 17: Went w A to see rooms. A splendid room 
was found for 2-15-0 & a house in Beach Grove for 
£8. A said it was decided to make me a written 
request to stop here & that he wd make me a 
present of the furniture, fees for admission & 

books. (Gandhi's ultimatum to Dada Abdulla 
seems to have had an immediate effect on the 
sceptic merchants!) 
Jul. 25: Paul came and asked if I wd join Coakes 
and pay a premium. I said I wd join but not pay a 
premium. I told him also that I was preparing to 
depart and told him that he shd not show 
over-anxiety to Coakes. (There is no mention of 
Coakes in the Autobiography, or in Pyarelal, or in 
the Collected Works; but he appears in my book, 
on pp 117-22, where I document the hearings 
before the Borough Magistrate of Durban on 
objections to the Voters' List, defending the 
status-quo right of Indians already enjoying the 
franchise. The phrase "preparing to depart" is 
best understood as part of Gandhi's strategy not to 
be seen as overselling himself.] 
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Jul 26: Told A that unless everything was settled 
by next ... I wd understand that I must go. Paul 
saw me and said Coak.es wd give a share & not 
require a premium. A said the house in Beach 
Grove will be let for£ 6¼. Wrote to the Registrar 
of the Supreme Court inquiring abt time for 
licence. (The merchc1nts seem to be vacillating 
and Gandhi seems to be blowing hot and cold!) 
Jul 28: Saw Coates. He seemed to be anxious to 
enter into partnership. He said he wd give 25% for 
• the first six months & 30% for the last six months. 
He seemed to be quite sincere. A pc from Brother 
asking me to return soon. (Lakshmidas appears 
fed up with his prodigal young brother's.dilatory 
answers: hence the peremptory_ postcard.) 
Jul 30: Saw Coates. He was agreeable to paying a 
½rd share. (That Gandhi succeeded in having his 
way with a well-established white attorney shows 
what a master haggler he was turning out to be. 
On the other hand, it is possible that Dada 
Abdulla, a good part of . whose litigation was 
entrusted to Coates, arm-twisted him to let the 
young briefless barrister have his way.) 
Aug 7: Removed to the house in Beach Grove. 
Aug 8: Many came with the notice of application 
that Dillier sent out. (The name is Hillier: See my 
book; pp 117-22) 
Aug 9: Coakes has won the application case. (See 
my book, p 121} 
Aug 10: Wrote to Brother. (Pleasant news at last 
for the patient Lakshmidas. So his hitherto blun­
dering brother is on the threshold of success!) 
Aug 11: Rufle dined w me. Attended the Blue 
Ribbon Meeting. It was a • failure. . There were 
recitations, not meeting where Jesus wd preside. 
(Ruffe . was probably a proselytiser.) • 
Aug 15: Ruffe came & askedlor-£5. I said that was 
left to Mr Coakes & that I was not myself in a 
position to render any such aid. 
Aug 17: Wrote to Brother. The salvation army 
Captain djned w me. He had a long chat w Me. 
He however cd not persuade me that Christianity 
was the only· true religion. 
Aug 18: It was decided 'at Abdoola's that a 
meeting should be held on Monday & 
Wednesday; 
Aug 19: Was unwell. ,1-dvised Abdoolla as to 
evidence in Ujamshi's case. (The reference is to 
the book-keeper who, on being sacked from Dada 
Abdulla & Co, joined the rival firm in · Pretoria 
and, during the civil suit, vezy nearly wrecked the 
chances of his former employers by accusing 
them of large-scale smuggling across the border, 
between Natal and the Transvaal. bi my book, 
where the true nature of the case is first brought to 
light, I did not wish to pursue the criminal aspect 
t<;, the end, lying as it did outside my chief 
research goal. But this entry shows that, three 
months after the civil suit was settled, criminal 
proceedings . were in full swing. See, especially, 
pp 58 and 59 of the book.) 
Aug 20: Labistour wanted to see me with regard to 
my petition. Saw him & he said I shd produce a 
certificate as to the Character of my family. He 
also suggested that Baker shd telegraph as to my 
fitness. I telegraphed• to Baker. Got a certificate 
from Abdoolla, Haji Dada & Moosa Hajee Adam. 

• (Labistour was perhaps the secretary of the Natal · 
Law Society which tried hard to obstruct Gan­
dhi's admission as an advocate of the Supreme 
Court of Natal.) 
Aug 21: A big meeting yesterday where abt 100 
attended. They accepted my proposals. (See entry 
for August 18.) 
Aug 22: There was a big meeting. The hall was 
well decorated. About 100 men attended. There 
was much enthusiasm. The meeting was closed at 
11.45 pm. (This, of course, is the meeting where 
the Natal Indian Congress ' formally came into 
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being, three months after the idea was first 
mooted by Gandhi on May 22, soon after his 
return to Durban from Pretoria.) 
Aug 25: ]Jought a suit of Harvey & Greenacre's. 
(This perhaps first major addition to his wardrobe 
in South Africa is further evidence that Gandhi 
was confident of a successful legal career await­
ing him round the corner.) 
Aug 29: Finished the minutes of the last meeting. 
(That is, of August 22.) • 
Aug 31: Telegram fr Escombe saying my applica­
tion he will move on Monday. Telegraphed to 
Manager Imperial Hotel to keep one room for me. 
(Harry Escombe, Attorney-General of Natal, was 
among the few legislators who were sympathetic 
to the South African Indian community. The 
hotel was in Maritzburg, the capital.) 
Sep 3: Was admitted; Had to put off_ the hat. 
Received abt 7 telegrams of congratulations. 
Sep 6: A sympathetic notice of my admission 
appeared in the Witness & Mercury. (The Natal 
Witness, est 1846, is the oldest South African 
newspaper and is published from Pietermaritz­
burg. The Natal Mercury . is published from 
Durban.) 
Sept 7: Gopee Maharaj's case came up to-day. 
Coakes had charge of it. (The plaintiff in the case, 
Dada Abdulla & Co, claimed £263 from the 
respondent for goods sold to him.) 

Tinkering with a diary 
is as great a crime as 
suppressing it. 

Sep 10: Accepted Deloseea's case for-£8-5-3 after 
telling her that she wd lose whether she had an 
attorney or not. 
Sep 11: Coakes took Deleesa 's case & won. She 
paid £2 more. (No longer briefless, though, 
Gandhi was still somewhat shaky.) 
Sep ·12: Rd a note from Arthur, begging for money. 
Gabriel came to ask for money too. (The two men 
were among several Indian Christians who helped 
Gandhi in the petitioning phase of the fight for 
franchise. Arthur, who wrote a calligraphic hand, 
made the principal copy of the first petition to tha 
Natal Legislative Assembly.) 
Sep 14: Conducted Dada Abdoolla's case. (The 
Coakes-Gandhi combine appears to be function­
ing smoothly. The reference is to the Gopee 
Maharaj case.) 
Sep 17: Rd a letter fr Brother & one fr ChhaganlaL 
(Chhaganlal Gandhi, 1881-1970, the source of this 
diary fragment.) 
Sep 18: Had a very boisterous meeting of the 
Congress Committee. Ward came in to speak, was 
not allowed & so went away threatening to write 
in the papers. (Ward was perhaps one of several 
white meddlers in the affairs of the Indian 
community in Durban.) 
Sep 19. Gopee Maharaj case came up today. Got 
judgement w costs. (No longer shaky! The next 
day's issue of the Natal Advertiser, an evening 
daily of Durban, complimented Gandhi on win- • 
ning his first case. The paper had, on May 26, 
1893, called him "an unwelcome visitor", up­
braiding him for showing disrespect to the Court 
in Durban. See p 27 of my book.) 

0 
ut of the 90 entries in the diary 
fragment, I have excerpted only 35, 
some fully and others partially. The 
excerpts have been copied.faithfully, 
and no attempt has been made to 

correct or improve upon what Gandhi jotted 
down. Tinkering with a diary is as great a crime as 

suppressing it. 
To assess the psycho-biographical pre­

eminence of Gandhf s daily dillry of 1893-94, one 
has but to compare this fragment of a fragment 
with his diary for 1'912 (while still in South 
Africa) and the one for 1915 (when he had finally 
returned to India). -These are to be .. found in the 
Collected-Works, 11:363-420 and 13:156-185, and 
are uniformly drab, routine and unilluminating. 
The holographs are in Gujarati and, in our present 
state of knowledge (or ignorance), must be 
deemed to be the only ones of their kind to have 
survived the vandalism of rodents and rapscal­
lions. 

Let me close with a speculation. Here before my 
mind's eye are the pages of Gandhi's diary for the 
fortnight, April 19 to May 3, 1893, when he 
travelled from Bombay to Zanzibar aboard the SS 
Safari, closeted with the ship's captain in the 
spare berth in the latter's cabin. And what do I 
find? Of tourse they "had become·great frie~ds" . 
Of course the captain "was -fond of playing 
chess". (The phrases are from the Autobiogra­
phy.) But I find that he was even more fond of 
• other games, such as between man and man, man 
and woman, . and the like. If anyone doubts the 
clarity of my mind's eye, would he please read 
Gandhi's candid narration of his first ever experi­
ences in the South African jails? (See, especially, 
the Collected Works, 9:149 and 163.) Writes 
Gandhi: "When in the presence of men only, 
there should be no need to conceal any parts of 
our anatomy ... Where is the need to be particular 
about hiding what is a part of our natural 
endowment?" 

I wish-and so would you, gentle reader-that 
the young Mohandas Gandhi had followed in the 
footsteps of Samuel Pepys and written his inti­
mate personal diary in cypher. Then the whole of 
it would have come down to us intact, since 
(ahem) underlings cannot up.scramble a hidden 
text, although they are experts at hiding what is 
open! 

A postscript: No writing on Gandhi is complete 
without its ·comical aspect. Here is the scenario. I: 
ring up one of the editors of the Collected Works. 
After exchanging pleasantries, the sleuth-hound 
in me emerges. "Look," I say, sounding as 
innocent as a child, "among the material that 
must have accumulated over the 26 years since 
the project was begun arid which you will be 
printing in one or more addenda or residual 
volumes, is there anything like a fragment of an 
early South African diary?" 

"No, none at all." 
"Are you quite sure?" 
"Positively." 
I clear my throat 0Lately a fragment has come 

into my hands," I say in measured tones. 
uFrom where?" There is panic in his voice. 
"I can't disclose the source, but I intend writing 

about it." 
I knew he was lying, but I thought he would 

have the moral courage to tell the truth, even if 
belatedly. Two days pass and I ring him up a.gain 
on a slim pretext. "Oh yes," says he, his voice 
1;11asked, "we do have the stuff you mentioned." 

"And you got it some time in 1972?" 
:'Perhaps." 
"Nevertheless, when I visited your office in 

1979, nobody breathed a word about it. Strange, 
very strange, isn't it?" 

His voice•feu into a stutter and I put down the 
receiver. • 

I had to enact a similar harlequinade to get the 
Gandhi Museum in Delhi to come out with the 
truth. Took me three days! 

Now I ask you, gentle reader, what is all this 
hush-hush about? • 11 
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INDiAN Ol'IN-ION 

-~•~·~ - •r .-c ~ , of'fo11y: -- ,- . ~ • . '.i.keniog of ~he , people Where did this take place, near a stopping place ? 
No : it was roughly be.tween two stages. . . _ _ 

arid a tealisatioil of the heeds -of the ·hour. Th.e general 
-public hody . mus~ represent all pa.rties fairly. Our 
positioµ,is such that we cannot afford to di~ide O\l.r 
tore es. Capitalism and labour do · not constitute · the 
only divisions. _ Indi<ln. capitalists have, in times 
of stress, joined hands . with : the labcurers _: both have 
suflered in the gaols together in the same cause. This 
spirit w~ want to keep up. It must ne_ver be forgotten 
th~t Indian.s have a common foe to combat. That foe 
is race prejudice. How wt are to fight it, and wh,at 
programme the future Indian publ_ic body should a?opt, 

As the Indian fell, continued witness; bis assailant 
shouted in ' Dutch, "Now you can go, yoq - -,-· ." When 
the ' incident t ook place the conductor was upstairs. 

• Mr, Ritch : How many people could have seen this 
·thing happen. ' All thos,; who were there, about seven 
or eight. 

l regret tp (lave to put th_i~ questi on. Did a,uybogy 

will be th, subject, of a fµrther article. • 

A SIGN OF THE TIMES? 
·,rHE evide. nee we print_ elsewhere in the _inquiry.· 

into the death of Bhula Bhawan IS remarkable, 
One witness stated that seven or eight Euro­

peans, standing on the platform of the trarn~ar, saw a 
man deliberatdy push the untottunate Indian ,.- ff the car. 
into .the ,oagway where he fell. No-c:me protested. 
No-one attemped tQ stop the car before It reached the 
next stopping-place: _ It IS hardly necessary to remark 
that, if the same thing had happened to a European-a 
German, for instance-,-a totally different attitude would 
ha._;e been talien up. His skin was dark and so it did 
not matter ! There was feeling abc;>ut Indians tiaveHing 
on. tram-c.i rs. ·_ Can it be that the leeli11g. was relieved 
and fo iiome extent appe\J,sed by tlie cowardly • ~t? 
If sucli callousnes.s is a sign ol the times, as suggested 
by the Magistrate, the times are out of gear. .One 
would have thought that the time ot war, with its iucite­
ment to deeds of bravery and sell-sacrifice, would have 
brought forth a0mething different. Indians may weU 4 ask what is their position ? . They may give their wealth, 
their lives, ar,d, in doing so, ~a,ke their place alongside 
Europeans o,n the field of baHle, but they m~st not 
venture upon a Job~nneshurg tram,car ! .Alld 11 some 
bully should dash an }ndian to the grounq, i~· s~ould 
not be thought•strange; and die tram,car, and hie itself, 
must be allowed to· go on without ·a . thought! Whateyer 
may be the re!iult ot the "present case, we shall not 
eai ily lorget tne incident.· fodians may. feel somewhat 

• diffident about. boarding the Johannesburg cars,.,wliilst 
this tragedy. remains fresh in th~ memory . . Bµt, thete 
are others who will have no fears. They will not allow 

• Miy' such occurrence to frighten ~bem lrom claimi!lg 
a right which belongs. to all sections ol the public. 
These men will btist serve th1;ir lellows by preservi~g • 
a q11iet, dignified attitude, '!"'ithout fear or lavour. 

-. ::t, Secure in their rights, thfy will not µiake themselves 
unpleasant in any way, but _ at the · same time insisting 

:upon having ihe ordinary privileges of passengets. It 
must riot be said that the law of. the; bully and the 
coward shall nold sway in the land. -

THE TRAMWAY Ol.JTRAGE 
EvrnENCIS A1' INQUIRY 

Evidencec was tender;d before Mr. Archibald Gia.mer 
at Johannesburg when an inquiry W!lS ope!)ed into the 
circumstances surrounding .the death of.a young l[ldian, 
Bbula Bbav.in, ~ho d!ed aft~r a fill .from a ;train, · ~fr. . L. W. Ritch as~1sted m the mqurry· 10 the_ _ mterests of --,../ the dec.:aseo's 'relat.ives. • ' - • - - _ 

The first witness called was_ Thomas Gregory, who 
• depo~ed to having st;en the whole affair. _ Hi st,iied 

that on Apcil 30th,. he was travelling, Jo- Brixtdn ·_ on a 
car which was very full. A lot of people wer:: . stand­
ing on the platlorm .. At the . Good . Hope School an . 
Indian came down 'tpe stairs, and as h.e ·~ot 9-ear t1Je 
steps someone _ called 011t, «Hpld. him. _ A:man, a 
Dutchman, caqght the fodian by the shoulder, and · 
then, .when the car was movitig again, pushed him; Off , 
the tr11,m. At 'the time the Indian had his back to the . 
street. 

Mr. Ritch: You say he was deliberately -pushed of!? . 
Yes ; deliberately pushed olf. 

pritest? 1 No. • .. ,; _ 
/Did anybody attempt to stop the car beLore 1t reacb­

ed the next stopping place? _ No. . 
Did a nybody ~o ba,ck to this unlo~tunate ~n ? 

Some of the passengers who ·got off we.at bac~. 
T he Magistn.i.te: Is there any feeling out your way 

about Indians travelling on trams? Y(ls. • • 
Have you seen Iodjans • interfered with bet.ore tqi~ ? 

I have seen conductor~ on the trams k[!ock1ng ·t);\~m 
abol)t a,od pushing them· oij'. • 

The witness went on to say, in answer to the Magist­
rate, that the deceased was resp~ctably dress~c! • and 
that there was no\hing to be ~aid, ag,iinst his behaviour. 
There was 110. reason at all to push the Indian off. 

The •Magistrate : Whiff speed was the car ~oing 
·at the time? . The cat was going pretty fu.st. • 
• lf l beli1:ve what t~is wi\ness say~-~nd I have 

DO reason to disbelieve nim-1 do think it coms_ 
pettIDt • lot this Court to say that ,I hope tram con­
ducto.rs will not interfere with reipefta~le f1;1di~ns 
travelling ori tr;1ms. The lajV perm;ts Iµd111ns to 
travel, and it the indfan§ behave themselves they m1.1st 
not be intc::rfereo with. I i.ni sure there is .not a Magr 
islrate in any. 'of-these · Courts or an ,offidal in any de­
partment of justice who would toler~te any interference 
with respecta\)\e Indians. ..- _ 

Another ·inan . 'll'ho was oo the platform of the car 
told a similar story. He said · he noticed two Dutch­
men whose-eonversation centred_ round the deceased. 
The taller man of the twi.i remarked ''lhe black English­
man wan,s to get a ride tor nothing, Give hiin a pusli"­
'11nd put him •off." Thereupon the tall man struck the 
deceased sharply in the side and the lndian dropped 
off. • The- car was in 11111 molion at the time. 

Io answer to Mr. Ritch, the witness said that so far as 
he could see, the decea~ed cgndJJcted bimsell-in a· per­
fectly respectabllmanner.: The push was entirely \Jn-
provoked a11d unjustifiedl , _ _ . - - • . 

Mr. Ritch:· Was anything said in the way of protest? 
No. When I saw the Dutchman I told him : it was 1\01 
fair to pµsh a'nyone ·Off like that, because he might I' 
break his neck or arms or something. .. . - . 

The sergeant in: charge ot ·the case said he picked the 
deceased up and had hin;i' sent to . ~ospital. ,:' Neither _ 
the motorman nor the conductor (;Jt.m.tl back after the 
lodianJeU. _ . .. • • 

Mr: Cramer asked the sergeant whether there was any 
leeling in his district about natives or coloured ~ple 
travelling QP tramc. • • " 

The- witness; Yes. • There is a distinctl)l hostile • teelin~. _ .-. _ . . • . . . . . 
The ~agi_itrate : _ Against Indians pr •• coloured 

people as distinct from Indians 1 • The feeling extend- -
ed to coloured people in general, Indians included. 

Th§,lflOtormao was,irnable-to throw any light 011 the 
~ffain • He-•said µe knejv n~thipg lfbout jt ar.id: w~s· riot 
:i.ware that anything had · happened till he -. returned to 
the M~rkek_Square. I:Je ad~itted t~at • ~her~ ,-as 
a certain ar_nqunt of feeling agamst . lodians bemg on 
~~~ - • 

• The concjuctor said that. thi:re was a yery stp.Jllg f<;el­
i11~ amo~~ the w9\te pt!ople • !llj:,ti9st the pres!jnce ~I 
non-.~uropeans QD the car~.-: 
: 'fhr ;M11gi~tr~te : • Do ti.lie tripµway llleP ~hare tqis 

feeji11g? Well, ~ir; ~P~e dQ •nd sqQle qqn•~~ 

Oniy those w!\o ~ant to deceiv¢• the pµblic and govern · .it 
for their own private p.i:olit ~•n wiw lq k,;ep ii UJ igoomic~ ..i~~f?~,o~. • • •· ; ._ . • • 
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ttTHE INDIAN OPINION" 4.6 .19 03 

{FIRST EDITORIAL) 

The Indians , resident '. in 
British South .A:frica, loy@J. sub­
jects though they are of the 
King - Emperor, labour under a 
number of legal . _ disabilities 
which, it is:. contested on,.their 
behalf, are undeserved and un­
just. The reason for this state 
of affairs is to be found in the 
pre judi·ce in the minds of the 
colonists, arising out of misun­
derstanding the actual status 
of the Indian as a British sub-
ject•••••••••••••••••·•·•••••••• 

In the Transvaal , Her 
Majesty's Government in-
herited the legislatien of the 
late Repu.blics,which is natural­
ly very drastic. It is now be­
ing reconsidered, and the whole 
of it will be recast in the not 
very distant future. 

However, as the yoke falls 
mest heavily upon Indians in 
the newly annexed territories, 
it is worthwhile recapitul.at­
ing the Republican legislation. 

In the Transvaal the Indian 
cannot trade,or reside, or own 
landed pr.operty', .~xoepj; ·,.in loca­
tions . set aside for him. He 
must pay a registration fee of 
£ 3. He may not be out after 
9 p.m. and may not 
footpaths. These 

walk on the 
are the 

principal disabiliti.es..The lie~ 
nsing measure is being enforced 
with a severity unknown before. 

In the Orange River Colony 
the Indian has no footing 
except as purely and simple a 
labourer. 

Th~re is this marked die= 
tinction worthy of note 
between the ~ape - Natal legie= 
lation .and the Republican legiS= 
lation, namely, that while the 
former, in theory, is· .applicable 
to all nationalities, the latter 
is especially directed against 
the Asiatics as such. 

Strong popular prejudice 
has practically kept the Indian 
from the other parts of British 
South Africa. 

Socially and nonul.ar1_v. i:'hA 



just. The reason for this state 
of affairs is to be found in the 
pre jud.i·c·e in the minds of the 
colonists, arising out of misun­
derstanding the actual status 
of the Indian as a British sub-
ject•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

In the Transvaal , Her 
Majesty's Government in-
herited the legislatiGm. of the 
late Republics,whioh is natural­
ly very drastic. It is now be­
ing reconsidered, and the whole 
of it will be recast in the not 
very distant future. 

However, as the yoke falls 
most heavily upon Indians in 
the newly annexed territories, 
it is worthwhile rec.apitulat~ 
ing the Republican legislation. 

In the Transvaal the Indian 
cannot trade,or reside, or own 
landed prop~rty·, ~xcep:t; ,in loca­
tions set aside for him. He 
must pay a registration fee of 
£ 3. He may not be out after 
9 p.m. and may not 
footpaths. These 

walk on the 
are the 

principal disabil'iti.es.eThe lice. 
nsing measure is being enforced 
with a severity unknown bef o~_e,. 

In the Orange River Colony 
the Indian has no footing 
except as purely and simple a 
labourer. 

There is this marked die= 
tinction worthy of note 
between the Ciape - Natal legis= 
lation .and the Republican legie= 
lation, namely, that while the 
former, in theory, i!l· applicable 
to all nationalities, the latter 
is especially directed against 
the Asiatics as such. 

Strong popular prejudice 
has practically kept the Indian 
from the other parts of British 
South Africa. 

Socially and popularly, the 
Indian is a pariah - in some 
places, less so than in .others. 
He is nicknamed "Coolie". 
In fact popular prejudice has 
portrayed him as a "filthy - be= 
ing0 , without any virtue. The 
prejudice, it must be confessed, 
has become much toned down 
in Natal. The struggle 
seems to be fiercest in the 
Transvaal. 
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Beloved 
Gandhi 

THE LEGACY 
OF GANDHI 

Like all great historical fig­
'Ures, MAHATMA GANDHI 
was a very contrm,ers-ial 
man. His philisophy of life 
and his religio'Us practices 
stemmed largely from Vedic 
Script'Ures. What is certain 
is that he moved millions 
and millions of people to act 
for freedom and dignity 
againts imperialism. The 
mainfield of the Mahatma's 
activity was politics; it is 
here that his dedication to 
freedom and j'Ustice find 
their aven'Ues of expression. 

I Ill I 
MAY IDS SPIRIT GUIDE US TO THERIGHf PATH: 
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DAILY NEWS, TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1996 

smlNG THE MOOD: Mahatma Gandhi as depicted in the movie The Making of a 
Mahatma, which premieres in Durban on April 14. 

FIERY 
SEQUENCE: 
A dramatic 
scene in the 
movie, 
.Making of a 
Mahatma, 
which is 
based on the 
book by 
Fathima 
Meer. 

Mahatma's wife no passive pushover in the home 

eet • rs an I 
THE WAY 
THEY WERE: 
Mahatma and 
Kasturbai 
Gandhi 
photographed 
during their 
time in South 
Africa. 

Dispel the stereotype of Mahatma 
Gandhi's submissive, supportive 
wife and meet the real Mrs 
·Gandhi. FAROOK KHAN reports. 

to South Africa she resisted but did not 
stand in his way," Professor Meer said. 

Professor Meer pointed out that Mrs 
Gandhi was no push-over and often 
stood her ground when she disagreed 
with her husband. 

"Like he considered Natal schools in 
those days inappropriate for his chil­
dren, she in turn rebuked him. 

Injustice 
"She also confronts him about his 

asceticism and points out that he has 
family responsibilities which he can­
not simply abandon to God. 

"Man too must do something, she 
argued." Professor Meer said. 

The movie further reveals that when 
it came to fortitude. to bearing pain 
and to resisting injustice. she was just 
a:- strung. 

When !l came to relating to children, 



smlNG THE MOOD: Mahatma Gandhi as depicted in the movie The Making of a 

Mahatma, which premieres in Durban on April 14. 

Mahatma's wife no passive pushover in the home 

eet 
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rs an I 
THE WAY 
THEY WERE: 
Mahatma and 
Kasturbai 
Gandhi 
photographed 
during their 
time in South 
Africa. 

Dispel the stereotype of Mahatma 
Gandhi's submissive, supportive 
wife and meet the real Mrs 
Gandhi. FAROOK KHAN reports. 

T
HE world will get a better idea, 
probably for the first time, of 
the role played by Mrs 
Kasturbai Gandhi in the life of 

her statesman husband when The 

Making of a Mahatma goes on general 
release. 

The R5 million film, made jointly 

between India and ·South Africa has 
been hailed by President Nelson 

Mandela as "an education for us all". 

to South Africa she resisted but did not 

stand in his way," Professor Meer said. 
Professor Meer pointed out that Mrs 

Gandhi was no push-over and often 

stood her ground when she disagreed 
with her husband. 

"Like he considered Natal schools in 
those days inappropriate for his chil­
dren, she in turn rebuked him. 

Injustice 
"She also confronts him about his 

asceticism and points out that he has 
family responsibilities which he can­
not simply abandon to God. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------, But it is Mrs Gandhi, played by 
"Man too must do something, she 

argued," Professor Meer said. 
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Indian actress Pallavi Joshi, who puts 
this powerful woman's role across for 
the record. 

The movie is based on Fathima 

Meer's book Apprentice of a Mahatma 
who also did the screenplay. She main­
tains that she stuck to the facts. 

Significant 
The movie deals with the couple's 21 

years in South Africa, which many his­
torians say were the most significant in 

the life of the man who blazed a politi­
cal trail from Pretoria to London to 
New Delhi and back. 

"They were an ordinary middle class 
couple in their twenties, with two chil­
dren. At that stage in their lives he was 
very ambitious while she was a home­
maker. When he accepted an invitation 

The movie further reveals that when 
it came to fortitude, to bearing pain 
and to resisting injustice, she was just 
as strong. 

When it came to relating to children, 

she was way ahead. 
This is a new Gandhi, one the world 

does not know. This is not the ready 
made ascetic, descendant from heaven, 

walking f on his spindly stick. This is a 
virile, passionate young Gandhi with a 

wife to match. 
The April 14 premiere will be at 

Durban's Nu Metro Theatre. The sit­
down supper, followed by the two and a 
half hour movie, has already attracted 

a lot of interest.Tickets are Rl50 each 
and the proceeds go to building a 

Garden of Remembrance in Gale 

Street, Durban. 
For tickets phone 329 288 or 260 2496. 

MANDELA CUP FINAL 
F B 24 APRIL 96 

World Cup Rugby, Cup of Nations Soccer, World 
,.. __ __ r_: _1__ ... __ :.J ........ , ,,, .. Jh..,. h1rn nf th~ MnnrlP.la 
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SHELIA M POOLE: Atlanta 

CORETTA Scott King referred to Mahatma Gandhi as 
"Gandhiji", following the traditional Indian practice of 
showing reverence. 

It showed that she "admired Gandhi and his 
strength", says Subash Razdan, acting chairman of 
the Atlanta-based Gandhi Foundation of the United 
States, which promotes the legacies of Gandhi and 
King. 

King and her husband, the Rev Martin Luther King, 
were followers of the Indian leader's philosophy of 
non-violent resistance. 

Gandhi applied non-violence to India's struggle for 
independence from the British, and the Kings em­
braced the concept in their fight for civil rights. 

Her death means the 
loss of a good friend to 
the Indian community, 
says Razdan, an Indian- . 
born civil and environ­
mental engineer who 
emigrated to the US in 
1976. 

Ironically, King died 
on January 30, the 58th 
anniversary of Gandhi's 
assassination. 

Razdan says he first 
met Coretta Scott King in 
the late 1980s to discuss 
items to be displayed in a 
Gandhi Room at the King 
Centre. 

"She was very sup­
portive of our causes, 
and there was a desire to 
carry on the message of 
Gandhi." 

The foundation's web­
site contains a memorial 
to King, describing her 
as the "matrtarch" of the 
Gandhi Foundation. 

'Martin returned 
from India more 
devoted than 
ever to Gandhian 
ideals of non­
violence and 
simplicity of 
living. He 
constantly 
pondered how to 
apply them in 
America. His 
great problem 
was the 
enormous 
difference 
between the 
mechanised 
complexity of our 
way of living and 
theirs' 

EXTRA NEWS 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS: Coretta Scott King and her husband, the Rev Martin Luther King, applied the Gandhian philosophy of non-violence in the fight for civil rights Picture: AP 

Giriraj Rao, the foun­
dation's executive direc­
tor, says King was in­
strumental in helping 
the group erect a statue 
of Gandhi at the Martin 
Luther King National 
Historic Site. 

"It was Mrs King, in 
my opinion, who truly 
created awareness of 
Gandhi in the state of 
Georgia," he says. 

At the time, the Indian 
community was smaller 
than it is today. Events 
such as Gandhi's birth­
day were observed, but 
in an isolated manner. 
King helped in opening it 
up to the entire commu­
nity. 

How 'Gandhiji' inspired r• ngs 
ii, the US civil rights struggle 

Clayborne Carson, di­
rector of the Martin 
Luther King Papers Pro­
ject at Stanford Univer­
sity, says Coretta Scott 

Tribute paid to good friend of the Indian community as Coretta Scott King is laid to rest 

King was a pacifist and was 
involved in the peace movement 
long before she met her hus­
band. 

He says she brought much of 
her political commitment into 
the couple's relationship. 

"I think that background 
helped confirm Martin Luther 
King's own commitment to 
Gandhian principles." 

In the early days of the Mont-
----- .. i... .. . ,.. i.. ..... ... ,........... -f-1-.n v;-n n 

civil-rights struggle. 
She wrote that she wanted to 

discuss the role of women in the 
independence movement. 

"We knew that Gandhi had 
involved the women of India in 
the struggle for independence 
and that many of them had gone 
to jail like the men. Gandhi also 
worked to liberate women from 
the bondage of Hindu and Mus­
lim traditions." 

r.nrP.tta was imnressed by the 

them in America. 
"His great problem was the 

enormous difference between 
the mechanised complexity of 
our way ofliving and theirs. 

"He even considered the idea 
of changing his style of dress to 
a simpler one, but he decided 
that since his main purpose was 
to attract people to the Cause, 
unusual dress might tend to 
alienate followers." 

Ronen Sen. India's US Am-

CELEBRITY 
MOURNER: 
Talkshow 
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Giriraj Rao, the foun­

dation's executive direc­

tor, says King was in­

strumental in helping 

the group erect a statue 

of Gandhi at the Martin 

Luther King National 

Historic Site. 
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"It was Mrs King, in 

my opinion, who truly 

created awareness of 

Gandhi in the state of 

Georgia," he says. • 

At the time, the Indian 

community was smaller 

than it is today. Events 

such as Gandhi's birth­

day were observed, but 

in an isolated manner. 

King helped in opening it 

up to the entire commu­

nity. 
Clayborne Carson, di­

rector of the Martin 

Luther King Papers Pro­

ject at Stanford Univer­

sity, says Coretta Scott 

How 'Gandhiji' inspired r• ngs 

in the US civil rights struggle 
Tribute paid to good friend of the Indian community as Coretta Scott King is laid to rest 

King was a pacifist and was 

involved in the peace movement 

long before she met her. hus­

band. 
He says she brought much of 

her political commitment into 

the couple's relationship. 

"I think that background 

helped confirm Martin Luther 

King's own commitment to 

Gandhian principles." 

In the early days of the Mont­

gomery bus . boycott, the King 

family received numerous 

threats. 
Martin Luther King wanted to 

get a gun permit for the family 

bodyguard, even though he be­

lieved in non-violence. But 

Coretta persuaded him not to 

seek the permit. 
Later the couple made what 

Martin Luther King often re­

ferred to as a pilgrimage to In­

dia. 
In the book My Life with Mar­

tin Luther King, Coretta wrote 

about their March 1959 trip to 

India at the invitation of the 

Gandhi Peace Foundation. 

MAHATMA GANDHI 

She recalled a lengthy con­

versation between her husband 

and Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru, during which they dis­

cussed Gandhi's philosophy of 

non-violence and its use in the 

civil-rights struggle. 

She wrote that she wanted to 

discuss the role of women in the 

independence movement. 

''We knew that Gandhi had 

involved the women of India in 

the struggle for independence 

and that many of them had gone 

to jail like the men. Gandhi also 

worked to liberate women from 

the bondage of Hindu and Mus­

lim traditions." 
Coretta was impressed by the 

dedication of some of Gandhi's 

followers. She mentioned a re­

ligious service she attended. 

"Before several hundred peo­

ple sitting cross-legged on the 

ground in off-white robes, 

prayers were read from Hindli, 

Muslim, Christian, Jewish ani 

Buddhist holy books." 

She said that the visit had hal 

a profound impact on her hu­

band. 
"Martin returned from Inda 

more devoted than ever ;o 

Gandhian ideals of non-violeree 

and simplicity of living. He ~n­

stantly pondered how to an,ly 

them in America. 
"His great problem was the 

enormous difference between 

the mechanised complexity of 

our way ofliving and theirs. 

"He even considered the idea 

of changing his style of dress to 

a simpler one, but he decided 

that since his main purpose was 

to attract people to the Cause, 

unusual dress might tend to 

alienate followers." · 

Ronen Sen, India's US Am­

bassador, was a young man 

preparing to enter university 

when the Kings visited India. He 

remembers being amazed by 

the huge crowds that gathered 

wherever they went and by 

King's rousing speeches. • 

. "It's not just Indian Amer­

icans mourning, but India," says 

Sen. "The spiritual bond be­

tween Gandhi and Martin 

Luther King - two of the great­

est men in history - contribut­

ed tremendously to the goodwill 

between people in India and the 

US." - New York Times . News 

Seroice 

CELEBRITY 
MOURNER: 
Talkshow 
queen Oprah 

Winfrey was 
among 
hundreds of 
high-profile 
Americans 
who this week 
paid tribute to 
Coretta Scott 
King. 
President 
George Bush 
was joined by 
three former 
US presidents 
at the funeral 
service 
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Towards a new 8outh 
African history-syllabus 

T HE teaching of history in 
South African schools is 
coming increasingly under 
the spotlight in the face of 

recent political developments. 
Many teachers face the prospect 

of a new history syllabus in a fu­
ture South African education system 
with much trepidation, believing 
that what they have become used to 
will be thrown out and that a new 
history will be foisted on them. 

This apprehension lies, in part, in the 
implicit knowledge that the core his­
tory syllabus as it stands and which is 
adopted is inadequate. It fosters a 
Euro-centric approach highlighting 
Western and specifically European his­
torical developments - and at a local 
South African level it focuses on white 
political history. 

At the same time school history has 
largely ignored the vigorous debate in 
South African historiography since the 
1970s antl the recent and not-so-recent 
trends in approach. 

The main thrusts of academic his­
torical research have moved way from 
traditional political or military history 
or a "great man" approach to the past. 
In recent years, as a reflection in part 
of the demands for a more relevant 
history, the trend has been towards so­
cial and economic history, and 
women's history. 

There is therefore the need to re­
dress the shortcomings of past tradi­
tional history through the development 
of a history which incorporates the past 
experiences of ordinary men and 
women. 

What is crucial to the critics of the 
present syllabus is its failure to incor­
porate the history of African people 
and their experience from their own 
perspective. . 

The African historical experience is 
largely down-played and the people as­
sume a secondary if not peripheral role 
in the history of the development of 
South Africa. 

Examples abound of a white inter­
pretation of the past: Isandhlawana is 
portrayed as a British defeat and not a 
Zulu victory. The extensive role of 
Africans in the South African War is ig­
nored . 

In truth, South African school history 
has been embedded in white triumpha­
lism and in particular the emergence 
of Afrikaner nationalism as the domi­
nant force. Not much cognisance is 
given to the central role of Africans in 
South Africa's socio-economic and po­
litical development. 

At the same time it must be pointed 
out that to redress the wrongs of the 
past does not mean simply replacing 
one form of nationalist triumphalism 
with another: a syllabus which is en­
tirely Afro-centric or dominated by a 
Third World perspective will not serve 
the interests of history either. 

History is fundamental to an under­
standing of the present. It is the one 
discipline that encompasses all human 
experiences. It thus forms an essential 
part of a school curriculum and an edu 
cation stystem that will foster toler­
ance and understanding in a new South 
Africa. 

It is not only the future syllabus that 
must be debated but also an appropri­
ate methodology that will encourage 

CLAIRE DYER, subject head of 
history at Northwood and chair­
man of the Natal History Teach­
ers' Society, discusses the issue 
of a new history syllabus, which 
will be the focus of a workshop in 
Durban on Saturday. 

MAHATMA GANDHI: a figure 
from our past sometimes over­
whelmed, in school syllabuses, by 
white triumphalism. 

empathy, tolerance and acceptance of 
the experiences and viewpoints of all 
South Africans. 

It is essential that all examination 
systems should move away from the 
sterile, factual approach to the teach­
ing of history and should encourage a 
critical, analytical approach which is 
open-ended and which stimulates de­
bate. 

This should replace rote learning and 
the regurgitation of "facts" in tests 
and examinations. 

The Natal Education Department 
has gone some way towards the skills­
based approach - which requires anal­
ysis and interpretation, use of a wide 
range of sources and an emphathic ap­
proach which fosters understanding 
and not judgment. 

It is hoped that this workshop will 
stimulate· further debate among edu­
cationists and the broader public and 
that we will reach consensus on the 
need for an inclusive history for a new 
South African nation. 

Nat Nakasa, a reporter for the Rand 
Daily Mail, who won the Nieman Fel­
lowship in 1964 and was issued with an 
exit permit by the Government prohib­
iting his return from the United States, 
wrote on his departure in 1964: "My 
people are South Africans, mine is the 
history of the Great Trek. Gandhi's 
passive resistance in Johannesburg, the 
wars of Cetshwayo and the dawn raids 
which gave us the treason trails in 1956. 
All these are South African things, they 
are part of me." 

It is to this level of understanding 
and tolerance that we should all aspire 
in our search for understanding of all 
our past. 
■ The workshop is organised by the 
NHT A in conjunction with Teachers' 
Association of South Africa, History 
Working Group, National Education 
Co-ordinating Committee, the Society 
of Natal Teachers and Natal African 
Teachers' Union. It will be held en 
Saturday, February 15, from 8.30am at 
SHI, Natal University, Durban. It is 
free and open to all. 



History teaching comes under the spotlight 
THE teaching of history in the new South 
Africa comes under the spotlight at a work­
shop in Durban on February 15. 

"The current history syllabus has become 
a symbol of all that is wrong with apartheid 
education," said Mrs Claire Dyer, chairman 
.of the Natal History Teachers' Association. 

"It is characterised by a Eurocentric ap­
proach, reinforcing racist attitudes and, to a 
large extent, avoiding a critical approach. 

"Government education departments are 
currently developing a new history syllabus .. 
This has hardly. involved teachers at all. 
· While some opposing views have been can-

Jill Gowans 

vassed, these have been ignored, and the pro­
posed 'new' syllabus departs little from the 
present one." 

Next week's workshop is part of a national 
attempt to give teachers in Natal and Kwa­
Zulu the chance to voice their opinions. 

It is being organised by the association, in 
conjunction with the National Emergency 
Crisis Committee, the Society of Natal 
Teachers, Teachers' Association of South 
Africa, History Working Committee and the 
Natal African Teachers' Union. 

The keynote address will be given by Rob 
Steborger of UCT's Faculty of Education. 
Other speakers include Dr J. Mathews, of the 
Natal Education Department, and Dr John 
Pampallis, of the Education Projects Unit at 
Natal University. 

Dr Yonah Seleti, of UND's Department oi 
History, will be the chairman. 

It will be held in Shepstone 1 lecture the­
atre, Natal University, Durban, from 8.30am 
and is open to all history teachers and other 
interested people. There is no charge. 
D Further information from Mrs Claire 
Dyer, 234439. 



BOOK REVIEW 7 

Gandhi 
revisited 

SURENDRA SHANA reviews 
Burnett Britton's book Gandhi 
Arrives in South Africa on the 
first four years of Mohandas K 
Gandhi's stay in South Africa 
from 1893 to January 1897 

T
HE new insights about Gan­
dhi's South African years 
centre primarily around 
the law cases Gandhi 
handled· from the time he 

was admitted to the Natal Bar in 
September 1896 to the middle of 1897 
when he left for India. 

Britton skillfully combines Gan­
dhi's legal work with his public 
endeavours that included drafting 
petitions, writing letters to the press 
and promoting the Natal Indian 
Congress (NIC) he helped found in 
1894. We see Gandhi mature as a law­
yer and as a public servant through 
page after page of details, some old 
and some new but always fascinating. 

The book ends with Gandhi's return 
on the ship, Courland, on December 18 

1896 in the midst of howling anti­
Indian agitation and in his near­
lynching on January 13 1897. 

Gandhi was meticulous in pre­
paring for the cases he handled. This 
helped him when cross-examining 
witnesses, but he was not a person 
given to dramatic courtroom flour­
ishes. Indeed, his summations were 
delivered in dull monotones. 

Gandhi grew in confidence with 
each case, and most of his colleagues 
in the legal profession came to show 
him respect. 
. There were signs of political activ­
ity among Indians in Natal before 
Gandhi came. Various individuals 
played leadership roles. Leading mer­
chants who did not desire to engage in 
organising political matters them­
selves had the means to support initia­
tives by others. 

Cheeky 
Britton argues that those who 

preceded Gandhi failed to sustain 
their positions as leaders. Mr. Frank 
Ward, an Anglo-Indian, was known for 
being shady in his dealings with 
others; Mr Hajee Mohamed Hajee 
Dada was given to making arguments 
that were "airy, labyrinthine and foot­
less"; Mr MA Dorasamy Pillay had a 
high opinion of himself but was 
regarded by Protector Louis H Mason 
as a "cheeky opportunist". 

All of them had a hand in one thing · 
or another but left no visible im­
pression of their roles. They inspired 
no confidence. On the other hand, 30-
year-old silk merchant Mr Adamji 
Miankhan was the only one in Britt­
on's estimation who could match Gan­
dhi's understanding of politics. He 
read widely and became the NIC secre­
tary in 1896 when Gandhi went to 
India. 

While it is true that in Gandhi, the 
leading merchants had found the kind 
of person they sought to protect their 
rights within an imperial framework, 
it was he who gave meaning and 
direction. to the endeavours by his 
extraordinary energy and single­
mindedness of purpose. 

Britton's detailed account .of Gan-· 
dhi's activities brings home this point 
emphatically. Gandhi had the ability 
to draw people to him because of his 
gUru-like "calm intensity". ln promo­
ting the interests of the NIC, he was as 
persistent among the merchants as he 
was among the ex-indentured and 
!.- ...1---J. ... ~,....J T-....:1~..-..-n 'l"h'"'-V"rt. .:,.,,.a CQ'UQl"'~ 1 

MOHANDAS K GANDHI 

beginning to the end. A committee of 
white colonists came into being, 
determined to keep out the Indian 
passengers, especially Gandhi. 

The committee fanned anti-Indian 
agitation in a shameful way. It directly 
and indirectly encouraged Natal's 
Zulus to feel the same way. 

Said one agitator: "We all know -
Kaffl.I's and Europeans - that the In­
dian is not wanted in South Africa. 
The coolie is too contemptible to be 
roughly handled or killed by Euro­
peans. The natives are proper ·persons 
to deal with them." 

Attorney-General Harry Escombe 
played a duplicitous game. He did not 
support the committee's illegal beha­
viour to incite a riot, but used the 
_occasion to promote immigration re­
striction of free Indians. By allowing 
the anti-Indian agitation to fester from 
December 18 1896 to January 13 1897, 
he and the Robinson ministry, of 
which he was a part, created a spirit of 
mob rule 

A mob attacked Gandhi late on the 
afternoon of January 131897 as he and 
Laughton got off a dinghy that 
dropped them at Victoria Embank­
ment in Stanger Street. Laughton got 
separated, and it was only the brave 
intervention of Mrs Jane Alexander 
that saved him from serious injury 
and even death. 

This study's focus on the fll'st four 
years of Gandhi's stay in South Africa 
is significant for the understanding of 
the later South African Gandhi. The 
organisation he helped to create and 
the direction he gave suggest that we 
should indeed look more closely at 
Gandhi's leadership role in the early 
years. 

Britton would have us go beyond the 
view presented by Maureen Swan in 
Gandhi: The South African Experumce 
(1985) who dismisses Gandhi's 
leadership because she saw him 
simply as a hired hand of the mer­
chant elite. Gandhi learned from · his 
mistakes; and Britton points to his 
extraordinary capacity for growth. It 
is the first work that deals with 
Gandhi's cases in such detail. 

Glorify 
This work has been in the making 

for almost 30 years. Britton practised 
law in California for 25 years, and 
visited India, South Africa, and 
England to conduct his research. His 
use of archival sources is impressive. 

The book is written .in a beautiful 
style, and does not seek "to glorify" 
Gandhi or "to challenge" his teach­
ings, as the promotional blurb says. 

Then what is Britton's overall ass­
essment of Gandhi? While the author 
does not "glorify" Gandhi, he writes 
about him with an unmistakable 
sense of the destiny that the man was 
onin<Y tn fnlfil • 
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Gandhi grew in confidence with 

each case, and most of his colleagues 

in the legal profession came to show 

him respect. 
There were signs of political activ­

ity among Indians in Natal before 

Gandhi came. Various individuals 

played leadership roles. Leading mer­

chants who did not desire to engage in 

organising political matters them­

selves had the means to support initia­

tives by others. 

Cheeky 
Britton argues that those who 

preceded Gandhi failed to sustain 

their positions as leaders. Mr . Frank 

Ward, an Anglo-Indian, was known for 
being shady in his dealings with 

others; Mr Hajee Mohamed Hajee 

Dada was given to making arguments 

that were "airy, labyrinthine and foot­

less"; Mr MA Dorasamy Pillay had a 

high opinion of himself but was 

regarded by Protector Louis H Mason 

as a "cheeky opportunist". 
All of them had a hand in one thmg 

or another but left no visible im­

pression of their roles. They inspired 

no confidence. On the other hand, 30-

year-old silk merchant Mr Adamji 

Miankhan was the only one in Britt­

on's estimation who could match Gan­

dhi's understanding of politics. He 

read widely and became the NIC secre­

tary in 1896 when Gandhi went to 

India. 
While it is true that in Gandhi, the 

leading merchants had found the kind 

of person they sought to protect their 

rights within ·an imperial framework, 

it was he who gave meaning and 

direction . to the endeavours by his 

extraordinary energy and single­

mindedness of purpose. 
Britton's detailed account of Gan­

dhi's activities brings home this point 

emphatically. Gandhi had the ability 

to draw people to him because of his 

guru-like "calm intensity". ln promo­

ting the interests of the NIC, he was as 

persistent among the merchants as he 

was among the ex-indentured and 

indentured Indians. There are several 

examples given in the book. 

Hostile • 
In 1895, Gandhi organised separate 

feasts among the ''.Arab" traders and 

"Madrassi.S" to promote the Congress 

at Parsee Rustomjee's place in Field 

Street. He was also behind the 

decision to move Congress Hall from 

the corner of' Grey and Commercial 

Streets to a more spacious location at 

117 Grey Street in April 1895. 

A party of NIC members that 

included Gandhi went on a tour of 

Northern Natal to increase mem­

bership and to collect donations . in 

1895 . . The white employers of inden­

tured Indians were suspicious, if not 

hostile, to the tour. . 
One of them, Mr A Keith Fraser, 

reported to Captain Lucas: "He 

(Gandhi) will cause some trouble I 

have no doubt, but he is not the man to 

lead a big movement. He has a weak 

face. He will certainly tamper with 

any funds he has a handling of. Such, 

at any rate, is my impression of the 

man_:_ judging by his face." 
While in India, Gandhi wrote, 

published, and distributed The Indian 

Franchise: An Appeal to Every Briton 

(1896). This pamphlet was to ignite the 

fuse that was to explode in December 

1896 when the Courland and the 

Naderi came with passengers, inclu­

ding Gandhi, from Bombay where a 

few cases of the bubonic plague had 

been reported. 
The quarantine placed on these 

. ships was politically inspired from the 

occasion to promote immigration re­

striction of free Indians. By allowing 

the anti-Indian agitation to fester from 

December 18 1896 to January 13 1897, 

he and the Robinson. ministry, of 

which he was a part, created a spirit of 

mob rule 
A mob attacked Gandhi late on the 

afternoon of January 131897 as he and 

Laughton got off a dinghy that 

dropped them at Victoria Embank­

ment in Stanger Street. Laughton got 

separated, and it was only the brave 

intervention of Mrs Jane Alexander 

that saved him from serious injury 

and even death. 
This study's focus on the first four 

years of Gandhi's stay in South Africa 

is significant for the understanding of 

the later South African Gandhi. The 

organisation he helped to create and 

the direction he gave suggest that we 

. should indeed look more closely at 

Gandhi's leadership role in the early 

years. 
Britton would have us go beyond the 

view presented by Maureen Swan in 

Gandhi: The South African Experience 

(1985) who dismisses Gandhi's 

leadership because she saw him 

simply as a hired hand of the mer­

chant elite. Gandhi learned from his 

mistakes; and Britton points to his 

extraordinary capacity for growth. It 

is the first work that deals with 

Gandhi's cases in such detail. 

Glorify 
This work has been in the making 

for almost 30 years. Britton practised 

law in California for 25 years, . and 

visited India, South Atrica, and 

England to conduct his research. His 

use of archival sources is impressive. 

The book is written in a beautiful 

style, and does not seek "to glorify" 

Gandhi or "to challenge" his teach­

ings, as the promotional blurb says . . 

Then what is Britton's overall ass­

essment of Gandhi? While the author 

does not "glorify" Gandhi, he writes 

about him with an unmistakable 

sense of the destiny that the man was 

going to fulfil 
The chronological organisation of 

the book makes for much shifting 

about as the author attempts to weave 

Gandhi's work as a lawyer and . a 

public servant so we do not get a good 

idea . of how the two blended. A 

suitable introduction and conclusion 

would have done much to explain the 

author's goals and his understanding 

of Gandhi. 
In a book that goes into such detail, 

one would have expected some ·dis­

cussion on the relationship between 

the Indians - especially Gandhi - and 

the Africans. The Afric;m appears in 

the background. as "the uncivilised 

other" in the franchise debate, for 

example, but remains hidden i1} the 

discourse 
Politics in colonial Natal was be­

ginning to institutionalise white su­

premacy. White leaders were deter­

mined to exclude the Indians. Some 

were prepared to foment racial antag­

onism between the two subordinate 

groups to achieve this. 
. Were they creating the enmities or 

were they . aiding and abetting the 

differences that were beginning to 

show? There was tension between the 

Indians and Africans, and the book 

refers to a few such instances. But it 

missed the opportunity to locate it in 

the white-Indian struggle in which the 

African was a player, and not simply a 

passive onlooker. 
Professor Surendra Bhana was 

head of the History Department at the 

University of Durban-Westville until 
the end of 1987. He is a History 

Professor at the University of Kansas 



NATAL UNIVERSITY TO 
HONOUR GANDHI'S GRANDSON 
DURBAN - A granrlson of Mohan­
das Gandhi Is to receive an hon­
orary doctorate from the Univer­
sity of Natal, the university 
announced yesterday. 

Gopalkrishna Gandhi, a former 
Indian high commissioner to SA, 
is one of seven people to be 
awarded honorary degrees at the 
university's graduation ceremony 
in April, a statement said. 

The same honour will be 
bestowed on Constitutional Court 
Judge Tholakele Madala, the uni­
versity's first black graduate to 
become a judge. Other recipients 
are writer and educationalist Pro­
fessor Njabulo Ndebele, shipping 
magnate Walter Grindrod, archi­
tectural scientist Ronald Lewcock, 
first president of the Foundation 
for Research and Development 
Reinhard Arndt and American ana­
lytical chemist Graham Cooks. 

-Sapa. 



Sonia Gandhi voted in as Congress leader 
New Delhi - Tha Italian•born 
widow of former Indian pre­
mier Rajiv Gandhi was elected 
leader of the Congress party 

here yesterday; but she warned 
it should not bank on the aura 
surrounding her name to re­
turn to power. 

Sonia Gandhi, whose elec­
tion revived the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty's link with the party 
dating back half a century; said 
the once-dominant party faced 
a major battle to restore , its 
tainted image. 

"I am no saviour as some of; · 

you may believe;" the 51-year- •: 

old widow told delegates of the • 
All India Congress Committee. 

accepted, giving Gandhi full au­
thority to restructure the party. 

The Congress, founded in 

• 1885, has beeri in steady decline 
after dominating politics under . 

: the Nehru'.•Gandhi dynasty for She said the party's "rejuve­
nation" would be "long drawn''. • 
but could be achieved "if we . 
can act together and hold to­

gether". Gandhi also sai(l ~e .... 
party would have to focus on •. 
the rank and file and cleatFtip 
its corruption-tainted image. 

• •. most of the half-century since 

• independence. 

Yesterday's vote by a show of 

hands was ~ost Jllianimous. 
A political~olution was then 

It lost power in 1996 in its 
worst-ever election results fol­

lowing a series of high-profile 
corruption scandals. Its total of 
• 141 of 545 seats in recently con­
cluded elections failed · to im­
prove on that showing.~ AFP 
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owards a new ~outh 
African history syllabus 

T HE teachi~g of history ~n CLAIRE DYER, subject , liead of 
• Sou.t~ ~fncan -_schools is '' history at Northwood ' and cha1r­

commg 1~cre~smgly under man of the Natal History Teach­
th~ _spotlight m the face of ers' Society, discusses the issue 

recent poht1cal developments. . of a new history syllabus, which 
Many tea~hers face the l?rospect will be the focus of a workshop in 

of a new history syllabus m a fu- Durban on Saturday. • 
ture South African education system • 
with much trepidation, believing 
that what they have become used to 
will be thrown out and that a new 
history will be foisted on them. • 

This apprehension lies, in part, in the 
implicit knowledge that the core his­
tory syllabus as it stands and which is 
adopted is inadequate. It fosters a 
Euro-centric approach highlighting 
Western and specifically .European his­
torical developments - and at a local 
South African level it focuses on white 
political history. 

At the same time school history has 
largely ignored the vigorous debate in 
South African historiography since the 
1970s ana the recent and not-so-recent 
trends in approach. 

The main . thrusts of academic his­
torical research have moved way from 
traditional political or military history 
or a "great man" approach to the past. , 
In recent years, as a reflection in part 
of the demands for a more relevant 
history, the trend has been towards so­
ci;il and economic history, and 
women's history. 

There is therefore the need to re- _ 
dress the shortcomings of past tradi­
tional history through the development 
of a history which incorporates. the past 
experiences of_ordinary men and 
women. 
, What is crucial to the critics of the 
present syllabus is its failure· to incor~ 
porate the history of African people 
and their experience .. from their own 
perspecUve. . • . 

The African historical experience is 
largely down-played and the people as­
sume a secondary if not peripheral role 
in the history of the developinent of 
-SouthAfrica. • • 

Examples abound of a white inter­
pretation of the. past:· Isandhlawana_ is 
portrayed as a British defeat and not a 
Zulu victory. The extensive role of 
Africans in the South African War is ig-
nored. , 

In truth, South African school history 
has been embedded in white triumpha­
lism and in particular the emergence 
of Afrikaner nationalism as the domi­
nant force. Not much cognisance is 
given to the central · role of Africans in 
South Africa's socio-economic and po­
litical development. 

At the same time it must be pointed 
out that to redress the wrongs of the 
1-'Cl..:,t, U~C:::, UVI. J._11CCllJ .;:,J.U.1},1.1..)' J. ..::}J.&.Q\..,U1.t; 

one form of nationalist triumphalism 
with another: a syiiai>us whicil is en­
tirely Afro-centric or dominated by a 
Third World perspective will not serve 
the interests of history either. . 

History is fundamental to an under­
standing of the present. It is the one 
discipline that encompasses all human 
experiences. It thus forms an essential 
part of a school curriculum and an edu 
cation stystem that will foster toler­
ance and understanding in a new South 
Africa. 

It is not only the future syllabus that 
must be debated but also an appropri-

, ,1 • • 1 . 1 . -· J t.._ J. -!11 -- -- · -----

MAHATMA GANDHI: a· figure 
from our past sometimes over­
whelmed, in school syllabuses, by 
white triumphalism. 

empathy; tolerance and acceptance of 
the experiences and viewpoints of all 
Sotith Africans. • 

It is essential that all examination 
systems . should move away from the 
sterile, factual approach to the teach­
ing of history and should encourage a 
critical, analytical approach which is 
open-ended and which stimulates de0 

bate. . 
This should replace rote learning and 

the regurgitation of "facts" in tests 
and examinations. 

The Natal Education · Depc;1rtment 
has gone some way · towards -the skills- ·. 
based approach - which requires anal­
ysis . and interpretation, .use of a wide 
range of sources and an einphathic ap­
proach which fosters unders~ariding 
and not judgment . _ · .. . 

It Js hoped that this workshop will 
.stimulate -further debate among edu• 
cationists and the broader public and 
that we will reach consensus on· the 
need for aninclusive history for a new 
South African nation. 

Nat Nakasa, a reporter for the Rand 
Daily Mail, who won the Nieman Fel­
lowship in 1964 and was issued with an 
exit permit by the Government prohib­
iting his return from the United States, 
wrote on his departure in 1964: "My 
people are South Africans, mine is the 
history of the Great Trek. Gandhi's 
passive resistance in Johannesburg, the 
wars of Cetshwayo and the dawn raids 
Yl'J.J.l..'-11 6"'"i,,, lo,&~.,. ... ,._ .... ....,...,.••"""•• ,.a._.._ ... .., ...... . .,..,.~..,. 

All these are South African things, they 
:are part oi m1:::· 

It is to this level of understanding 
and tolerance that we should all aspire 
in our search for 1mderstanding of all 
our past. 
II The workshop is organised by the 
• NHT A in conjunction· with Teachers' 
Association of South Africa, History 
Working Group, National Education 
Co-ordinating Committee, the Society 
of Natal Teachers and Natal African 
Teachers' Union. It will be held on 
Saturday, February ~5, from 8.30am at 
SHl, Natal University, Durban. It is 
I!-- - __ ..J -- -- ""- _,, 
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Mahatma Gandhi Statue 
and Bursary Trust (Ladysmith, Nk.ta.) 

For his supreme effort to eradicate 
the evils that plagued mankind this 
monument is dedicated with love 
and affection 
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A Lesson for the indians 

Gandhi is _eone ! for · quarter of a year 

.t\ncl Chitha1nbran1 Pillav-Oh God-for life 

Is it not titne to shed the lJitterest tear 

.. -\nd run in their .. hoes for that ~.trife. 
I 

... ,--· Tndi;n1s \v:111t their ho11ou1~ and equal right 
1 E 1· ,, 

,. . i\s they kn?\\" 110\V j' ~ qu~ 1ty . . 

It not they \Ytll pray 111d agitate like the Bright 

\\:ho piayed for huinanity. 
I 

So ,vake up ! father, 91other, brother and sister 

• • Encourage tht iirn1I leaders there 

Don't f or~et --fur gooµness sake-to be re~isters 

EYen when Ieadersj \\·ould be rare. 

~r hat shall be--- India1ts's great lTIOtto--bear in 111ind 

As ,you ha\·e had it ;all the dav 
,I 

i .... 

'rhink of God, the Heavenlv Frtther, \vho is not blind 
. ! " • 

... ..\nd thev \Yould vicllcl \Yithout a sav . 
. , ., I ~ 

i 

.• r~~1r:~::~1.~~-r. ,~!1at __ I-Ia~11~1den a,nd h,i_s 1nar,·ellous act 

r ~.--~ :u\, tt·~t 1 f 1 t cosr you I your -u\,.;ar 1.T~(; --· - ·· · . ~- --.. ...:.-·. _-_. _ ,. 

13c \·ig·orous, energetiic ar1d full of t:lCt ·c. . - -.--,·-- --:/:.·,--==-•::..-.·._, 

S Ii a kc the fear of f ci c in g the strife. ,. 

1'hey bind. they .~ag, they believe us to be lil~e child 

'' I~rcakers of the le\\"" is their crv ., 

As if to say Indians a e savages ;Lt1d ,vild:·~--<_:·-

1 .. o be poophood at every try. 

I 
f: In conclusion 1ny Inc ian brethren's request 

}~- 1iay "The l~ing of_kings" save the king 

t, i\nd let us_ pray to H 111 above, for that bequest 

1!f. Of our rights and t 1en dance and sino·. 
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Hindll , i 'llger 
at Gclndhi film 
Introducing the 
Koran to train 
episode said to 
give Islamic bias 
A religious row has broken 
out over the long-awaited film 
on the life of Mahatma 
Gandhi in South Africa, 
reports YASANTHA NAIDOO. 

A
new movie on Mahatma 
Gandhi in South Africa is 
set to ignite the wrath of 
Hindus by the introduc­

tion of the Koran in the most 
poignant scene. 

Historians and Hindu leaders 
this week accused the scriptwrit­
ers of "distorting" history and the 
facts to suit a personal agenda by 
also giving the movie a pro­
Islamic slant by giving "overdue 
prominence" to the role played by 
Muslim merchants in the Indian 
people's freedom struggle. 

The historical documentary, 
The Making of the Mahatma, which 
opens on the local circuit on 
Friday, deals with the formative 
years of Gandhi's leadership and 
his concept of non-violent protest 
action. 

The religious dispute conc~rns 
the turning point in the film - and 
in Gandhi's life ..:. when he was 
thrown off a train at Pieter­
maritzburg station for occupying 
a first-class coach reserved for 
"Europeans Only". 

In his "darkest hour" . he is 
shown in the movie turning to a 
copy of the Koran for solace, hav­
ing been handed the book by a 
Muslim· as the train left Durban 
station. 

No documentation 
Historians claim there is no 

documentation of Gandhi's having 
turned to the Koran for healing 
words at the Pietermaritzburg sta­
tion. 

Scriptwriter Professor Fatima • 
Meer, on whose book Appren­
ti.ceship of a Mahatma the film is 
based, explained the appearance 
of the Koran as "poetic licence' 
used by director and co­
scriptwriter, Shyam Benegal. 

Ram Maharaj, chaTrman of the 
National Hindu Development 
Trust, said the scene was "bla­
tantly biased towards Islam". 

"I r.hallenge Professor Fatima 
Meer to prove as historical that 
Gandhi turned to the Koran when 
he was kicked off the train. If she 
was unsure about this fact, she 
should not have focused on any 
particular holy scripture. 

"It is widely known as a fact that 
Gandhi embraced and respected 
all religions. However, Gandhi 
referred to the Hindu scriptures, 
the Bhagavad Gita, as his mother. 
If he turned to any scripture, and 
there is no documentary proof of 
this, he would have, in his darkest 
hour, turned to the Gita for spiri­
tual strength." 

Ranji Nowbath, well-known 
Durban historian, said the idea of 
Gandhi's turning to the Koran was 
a "joke". 

"While scriptwriters may argue 
that-poetic licence was used, why 
must this licence be used when 
the film is supposed to have been 
a. historical documentary? Why 
niust you tamper with the facts, 
particularly with such a sensitive 
matter?" 

Mr Nowbath said the facts 
seemed to have been distorted to 
suit Professor Meer's own whims 
and fancies. 

"According to records, around 
June 1893, Gandhi was a hea­
then," he said. 

Professor Meer, who wrote the 
script with _ Indian director 
Shyam Benegal, . said poetic 
licence was used in writing the 
train scene. 

"In my original script, I envi­
sioned Gandhi being visited by 
his mother as a source of strength 
during his greatest time of need. 
However, it was Mr Benegal's idea 
to use the Koran. 

Religious unity 
"Mr Benegal comes from a film 

industry which tries to promote 
Hindu and Muslim unity. Gandhi 
respected all religions and the 
fact that he is shown turning to 
the Koran highlights this fact." 

She said when Gandhi left 
Durban station, he was given a 
copy of the Koran by Dada 
Abdulla. 

LICENSED: Scriptwriter Professor 
Fatima Meer claims "poetic 
licence" was used dur(~g the train 
scene. 

Professor Meer said there were 
instances in the film which indi­
cated the profound effect of the 
Gita on his life. • 

"However, you cannot reflect 
accurately every single detail of 
Gandhi's life in a film. And in any 
case the film was already half an 
hour too long." • 

Strong criticism of the m·ovie 
also centred on scant attention 
paid to the. role of indentured 
labourers who were mostly 
Hindus. 

"Indentured labourers were not 
given the type of prominence they 
deserved, while Muslim mer­
·chants were given · full preferen­
tial treatment. The film may be 
construed as a subtle move 
towards religious conversion," 
said Yana Pillay, representative 
of the SA Tamil Federation. 

Mr N owbath said the inden­
tured labourers were the ones 
who had fought the struggle. 

"The film glorifies the mer­
chants, while it was the 
Velliammas who died for the 
struggle or went to jail. The film 
does not do these humble people 
justice." 

However, Professor Meer dis­
agreed, saying she paid particular 
attention to the role indentured 
labourers played. 



1 
JOURNEY: Mahatma Gandhi, played by Rajit Kapur, leaves Durban station for Pretoria. He was kicked off the train. In the movie he is handed a copy of the Koran which he later turns to 

for succour on the cold platform after being put off the train at the Pietermaritzburg station. 
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FILM REVIEW 

Film stretches its point and tries 
the viewer's patience 

What was called "art" or 
"better" cinema in India 
(a concept not very many 

South Africans are familiar with) 
until the 1960s with Satyajit Ray's 
gentle portrayal of individuals 
caught up as victims of the world's 
wrath and Mrinal Sen's wry depic­
tion of the complexities of the 
Indian middle class was what I 
would call the cinema of. sub­
tleties. 

Then came the 1970s and Shyam 
Benegal's Ankur (Sprout) with its 
powerful and intense message of 
rebellion against oppression 
spilling on to the screen right at 
the end - very much like a seed 
sprouting open. 

It was a message which went 
down well with. the masses, from 
the ricksha puller in the city to 
the rural labourer - and it proba­
bly was the first "art" film in India 
to have broken even commercial­
ly. 

But that was not all .-- it intro­
duced to the world a tremendous 
performer called Shabana Azmi. 
She was followed by a host of 
actors and actresses of interna­
tional calibre such as 
Naseeruddin Shah, Amrish Puri, 
Om Puri and Smita Patil who were 
brought forth which probably in 
itself could go down as Benegal's 
greatest contribution to the film 
industry. 

By the 1980s, audiences were 
familiar with Benegal's message -
that there was a life beyond 
despair, no matter how hopeless 
the situation might seem, be it the 
struggling farmers of Gujarat who 
learn to live again when they dis­
cover the magic of team effort in 
Manthan, or the actress who finds 
living life her biggest role in 
Bhumika or the madam of a 

DIRECTOR: Shyam Senegal, an 
optimist like any true Indian -
including Gandhi. 

whorehouse struggling to keep 
her establishment together in 
Mandi. 

More importantly he showed 
you how to go about living life 
beyond despair. 

With his keen eye for detail, his 
films have always been an intense 
experience for the cinemagoer. 

His world is like any true 
Indian's - an optimist's world. 

It. was, therefore, inevitable that 
Benegal should take upon himself 
the task to portray the making of 
one of the world's greatest opti­
mists - Gandhi himself. 

The Making of the Mahatma is by 
no means in the same class as 
Benegal's earlier works. But there 
were other dynamics at play here. 
The performers were certainly 
not of the calibre that you would 
associate with a Benegal film 
(Amitha Anand as Jadubhansi 
was intensely embarrassing). 
Shooting on a shoestring budget 
in a foreign land, there were also 
time and travel constraints. 

Nevertheless the film does 
shine through with its sheer sin­
cerity, particularly so with its 
principal characters, Rajit 
Kapur's and Pallavi Joshi's 
earnest little faces. 

Criticising the movie's makers is 
almost like scolding a bunch of 
well-scrubbed schoolboys for 
being too clean. 

The film, however, does not try 
to paint a pretty picture of the 
Mahatma - he is all there with his 
human frailties. 

But the film does tend to stretch 
its point - the evolution of 
Satyagraha as an effective democ­
ratic weapon - a wee bit too far by 
trying the viewer's patience for far 
longer than necessary. 

Considering the paltry R5-mil­
lion that went into the making of 
the film, its portrayal of old 
Durban and Pietermaritzburg was 
quite authentic. 

And a fair share of credit for 
that must go to the film's cine­
matographer Ashok Mehta (who 
also shot the breathtaking Bandit 
Queen). 

Certainly not one of the most 
uplifting films to have hit the 
screen but it is well worth a visit, 
because it teaches you a bit of his­
tory and above all ma~es no pre­
tensions about it. 

Besides, the makers of the film -
the first such venture between 
India and South Africa - could do 
with a bit of support. 

MANASI MEHTA 
India-born Manasi Mehta who 
qualified as a journalist in New 
Delhi - and is now based in l>urban 
- . has kept close tabs on what's 
come out of Bollywood. She is also 
an art cinema buff. She previewed 
The Making of the Mahatma last 
Sunday. 



Along way from Borlywooa 
ANDREW WORSDAI.E spoke to the movie-mad director of the South African/Indian film, The Making of a Mahabna 

LAST we. ekend's lu.sh premiere or __ The 
Making of a Mahatma- the first fea-
ture film to be co-produced by South 
Africa and India - had a distinctly 
political feel to it Newly appointed Min­

ister of Trade and Industry Jay Naidoo led the 
eulogies, praising the co-operation between the 

private and public sectors that made the film 
possible; newly appointed businessman Cyril 
Ramaphosa continued them with his reading of_ 

President Nelson Mandela's address, which 
cited Jans Rautenbach's love-across-the­

colour-bar classic, Katrina, as one of South 
Africa's great cinematic achievements. The 
whole affair was presided over, in a grand­
motherlyway, by SABC board member Fatima 

Meer, on whose book, The Apprenticeship of a 
Mahabna, the film is based. 

The Making of a Mahatma tells the story of 
the young Gandhi, who crune to South Africa in 
1893, fresh from law school, on a legal brief and 
ended up staying for 21 years to confront the 
racism that marked South African life. It was 
here that Gandhi first propagated his notion of ! 

satyagraha (passive resistance), and the mm 
provides fascinating insights into the politics 
and polemics that developed his spirttual deter-
mination. • • 

The movie also looks at Gandhi's personal 
life, and his at-times-troubled relationship with 
his wife, Kasturba. In.addition, it paints a broad 

picture of the Indian community's involvement 
in the resistance movement 

It is a telegraphed history of incredible detail, 
cramming a load of incidents into its two-and­
a-half hours. And to director Shyam Benegal's 
credit. the pace never flags, the film never 
becomes dull. Rajit Kapur is superb in the lead, 
portraying Gandhi's wilfulne$S and strength of 
character, as well as the more gentle and eccen­
tric sides of the man. Equally good is Pallavi 

Joshi as Kasturba, his long-suffering but sup­
portive wife. The performances are well modu­
lated, and local actors Paul Slabolepszy as 
Smuts and David Clatworthy as the sympa­
thetic German collaborator Kallenbach are 
among several who stand out The flhn is inti­
mately filmed but conveys a feeling for the 
period, and the economical use of extras is suf­
ftcient to render a sense of the epic. 

However, and here's the rub, this is not really 

a cinematic experience, but a piece of political 

sermonising. Part of the problem lies in the 

screenplay, and particularly the dialogue. It's 
as if the writers (Meer, in colb1boration With 
Benegal and lndian scrtpter Shama 7.aidi) put 
ideology and facts into the mouths of the char­
acters; what's worse, when they do come alive, 

the film plays like a stoic m_elodrama. The result 
feels rather like an educational 1V mini-series. 

Still, it's a first for this country: a state­
financed melodrama of politically corrrect: pro­
paganda. Which explains all the gleaming faces 
in smart suits at the premiere. 

Last week I spoke to director Benegal, and a 
more channing, intelligent and movie-mad per­
son you coulch(t hope to meet Benegal is a vet­
eran of the new Iridian·cfnema, havmg·made 

1 000 commercials, over 65 documentaries and 

more than 25 feature flhns since 1959. A pro­
tege ofSa.tyajit Ray, his works have ranged from 
the political realms of Ankur (1974), which 

railed against the caste system; to the decep­
tively simple melodrama Bhumika (1977), 

about a Bombay movie queen. He was one of 
the first directors (along with Martin Scorsese 
and Shohei Imamura) to be invited to commu­
nist China, and was instrumental in getting 
Zhang Yimou's startling debut feature, Red 

Sorghum, shown in the West 
Benegal was full of praise for his South 

African cast and crew. The projectwas lnitlated the economics tightly under control and con­

by Meer in 1991 • (Meer joinecl the SABC board tainmg the costly time factor in procluction. 

in 1994, so charges of corruption with regard to . Apart from singing the praises of our local 

the film's financing are misplaced). The crew .. artists and artisans, what's Benegars ililpres­

was. 90% South African - excluding cine~ sion of our industry? He says: "Yours is a virgin 

matographer Asliok Mehta (who shot Bandit land in terms of cinema. The most Important 

Queen), thetwoleads and two small support- t:hmg for SouthAfrtca to do is to tap the huge . 

ing roles. local market. The state should be involved in 

'You have a crazy system here_;_ 

_a virtual distribution monopoly 
with cinemas placed like islands 
In the suburbs' 

The film was originally budgeted at R4-:mil- . 

· lion, with 60% of the costs covered by the 
Indian Ministry of Information and Broadcast­
mg. and 40% payed for by the Sl\BC and the ex­
House of Delegates. When it W'ent over budget 
by R400 000, the Indian government crune in 
with half and South Africa's Department of 
Arts, Science, Culture and Technology with the 
rest Still, it's an a~mely small amount to 
tell an .epic story with. Benegal credits the local 
proclucers and assistant director with keeping 

supporting distrjbution as well. If they only 
support production finance, film-makers 

become too dependent on the state ... You have 

a crazy system here - a Virtual distribution 
monopoly with cinemas placed like islands in 
the suburbs. It's crucial that you create contact 

With your audience. That's the great advantage 
of the Indian film industry - our population 
demands local product, so American flhns end 
up taking only 10% of the market." 

Benegal expressed a keen interest in return­
ing to our shores and repeating the fulfilling 
experience he had on Mahaima,_ but this time, 
he says with a wry smile, he'd like to work on a 
story a little less weighty. 

The Making of a Mahatma opens on Friday at 
the Kine Centre in Johannesburg and at the 

Wheel in Durban 
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,4stonlshlng 
can• ... 
Award­
winning 
dire.cwr 
Sh,vam 
Benegaf takes 
detailed and 
deliberat;e 
steps ashe 
guides 
viewers 
through 
21 years 
of history 
in ·rhe 
.Making 
of Mahatma'. 



Detailing a story we must remember 
BY JA~ET SMim 

ALM: The Making of the 
Mahatma 
PLAYERS: Rajit Kapur, Pallavi 
Joshi, Paul Slabolepszy. 
DIRECTOR: Shyam Benegal 

ike a layer of finely­
threaded, sweet flowers 
on a carpet of dust, The 

Making of the Mahatma is an all­
encompassing film. 

And as an important 
contribution in the revelation of 
our nation's past, it is 
uncompromising - but for all its 
worth, its intense historical 
perspective drags on its fluency. 

The film serves the South 
African memory of Mahatma 
Gandhi - international statesman 
of the common person - well, and 
award-winning Indian director 
Shyam Benegal takes deliberate 
and detailed steps as he leads his 
audience through 21 years of 
history. 

Yet Benegal seems to lose the 
beat of the heart of the man on 
which he lavishes such stem 

attention at the beginning as the 
film climbs towards into the 
inspired acts of passive resistance 
which helped shift the world's 
attention to the racial hatred in 
this country. 

Rajit Kapur as Gandhi creates 
a flawed, very human man - the 
man it is generally agreed he was 
through his earlier years - but as 
human rights b-zcome more and 
more the spring of the Mahatma's 
philosophy, Kapur's performance 
grows weaker. 

The actor needs the closest 
attention of the camera to reveal 
intimacy in his l 1andsome 
performance, and where Benegal 
affords him this privilege, he is 
excellent. He is all but lost in 
crowds and drowned in too 
many other voices. 

Since Benegal clearly intended 
to show Gandhi as a driven . 
intellectual, and also as a 
supremely complex husband and 
father, he might have sustained 
an intimate approach through the 
film. As he leads the competent 
Kapur through the torment of 
Gandhi's politicaJ development, 

he veers away from that inner 
man - the nodal point of interest -
and the film becomes quite 
uneven. 

In her role as Gandhi's 
emotionally courageous wife, 
Palla vi Joshi has Benegal' s finest 
strokes painted into her early 
performance. She quietly leads 
every scene in which she appears 
and opposite Kapur, she is a 
.consummate player. Yet Benegal 
later neglects Joshi too, as he 
seeks to create scenes which 
encapsulate some of the most 
public moments in our history.· 

The later unevenness in 
characterisahon does not detract 
from the attention to detail 
throughout, however. Interiors, 
crowd scenes, the fold on the 
inside of a jacket, the scuff on the 
front of a shoe - all this is 
present...i with such astonishing 
r.are th;·J the film iOL)ks as near to 
perfec dS a work of iustory 
should be. 

Our own actors are often the 
only voices who let the director 
down, insisting on that awful 
quasi-Afrikaans working class 

accent which rubs like gravel on 
the inside of the ear. Even Paul 
Slabolepszy as General Jan Smuts 
doesn't get the voice right, 
although it is an act of pleasure to 
see him on screen in a new role 
wWch deserves development in 
another film. 

In its extraordinary parallel to 
moments in testimony at the 
hearings of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 
Benegal presents stories we must 
know and remember. There is 
also a beautiful new arrangement 
of the national anthem which 
introduces the film, but sadly 
does not end :•. 

111c Making 1/ the Mahatma 
need,; to be seen, and is not a 
shameJes& .:rib on PJchard 
A ttenborough' s Gandhi as some 
critics have suggested. Benegal 
certainly does lure an entirely 
different story out of the 
biographical fame of that Oscar 
winner, and while Ws own film is 
unlikely to come before the 
Academy next year, he has given 
us a great cinema gift to add to 
our small arcWve. 
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THE MAKING OF THE 
MAHATMA SA explores Gandhi's early years 
Rajit Kapur, Pal/avi Joshi publicity:... box office - rerouping with Pallavi Joshi as his long-s~f-
Considering it was financed to a some of your/ my money. fering wife) spent in South Africa . signific;ant e~ent by South African Essentiallv a made-for-TV Based on Fatima Meer's book g<?,yemmental and quasi-govern- movie - it'll be on the tube in due Apprenticeship of n lvla/mtmn, the film m~tal bodies, it is a pity that this course - this tells of the 21 forrna- shows how his experiences of 
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'that allowed him to challenge the 
British Empire in India. 

Shyam Senegal, from India, 
directs a made-in-South Africa film 
that covers important ground that 
Richard Attenborough's Oscar­
winning epic didn't; local members 
of the cast include Strini Pillai, 
,.Ql~x!~~ I;'tllpj.,.Keith St~:.:~i:i;,i:m an.cl. 
I'aul 5labo1et1sky. • • ' • • ' 
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THE MAKING OF THE 
MAHATMA 
Rajit Kapur, Pallavi Joshi 
Considering it was financed to a 
signific;ant e~ent by South African 
g9.yemmental and quasi-govern­
mental bodies, it is a pity that this 
prqc;luftiqn $h,oi,ild have S,.l)._Uc;k so .... ..,. 
quietiy on to the big screen. Positive . 

SA explores Gandhi s early years 
publicity~ box office - recouping with Pallavi Joshi as his long-suf-
some of your/ my money. fering wile) spent in ~iouth Africa. 

Essentiallv a made-for-TV Based on Fatima Meer's book 
movie - it'll be on the tube in due Apprenticeship of 11 Mahatma, the film 
course - this tells of the 21 forma- shows how his l'xperiences of 

-~~t:e~~: ,~~!~~~f:;Rfa1r~--.. ~,,;lisi1~rrr!~:~?!S!!t~~1~e~tf~~fe~-
: that all~wed him to challenge the 
British Empire in India. 

Shyam Benegal, from India, 
directs a made-in-South Africa film 
that covers-important ground that 
Richard Attenborough's Oscar­
winning epic didn't; local members 
of the cast include Strini Pillai, 

.gi;lt~f!Gt~Jt\t_~~tl;i_S~~Y.~911 ancl.1 
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Open lefter to Fatima Meer 

T
he film about Mahabna Gandhi 

has sparked a debate which in cer­

tain situations have assumed a 

racial dimension. This debate has 

exposed the kind of scholarship you, Pro­

fc-,sor Meer, represent. 
Faced by a solid argument presented 

by a Pan Africanist scholar, Dr l\fotso 

Pheko, about the role of Gandhi in this 

country, you sought academic refuge in 

an unscholarly asylum. Pheko quoted 

instances in the then Indian Opinion 
where Gandhi showed disrespect to Afri­

can indigenous people to the point of 

calling them"kaffirs". 
Instead of producing evidence refuting 

Pheko's assertion., you simplistically label­

led him racist and anti-Indian. To call 

Pheko names does not refute his assertions 

about Gandhi. What society expects of you 

- as a scholar of note - is to produce evi­

dence to the contrary, if any, rather than 

vague generalisations about Gandhi's so 

called conhibution to this county. 
Furthermore, you decided to defend 

Gandhi's use of the word"kaffir''by say­

ing it was "liberal" use. May this scholar 

demonstrate the liberal nature of the use 

rather than an empty assertion? To call a 

person a uboesman" or "coolie" or 

"honky" is insulting, and kaffir is no 1::x­

ception - all are insulting. 
You state that Pheko in'>ults African­

ism. Maybe we have many Africanisms in 

this country, hut the kind of Africanism 

reflected in the 1995 Pan Africanist mani­

festo adopted on April 5, 1959, by the 

Sobukwes, which defines it ab a social 

force upholding the materia~ intellectual 

and spiritual interests of Africa, is not 

insulted. The on1y"Africanism"insulted is 

this new one, which goes along with 

untruths and half truths, a disguised 

capitulation for the sake of false reconcil­

iation and"rainbow nationalism". 
You admitted in your article in the City 

Press of June 19 this year that you were 

not able to check the accuracy of Pheko's 

asertions, and that you had taken the 

issue personally. If this is the case, why 

have you been so quick to label Pheko as 

racist and anti-Indian? We await your 

scholarly response. 
I hope you will grow beyond the tired 

scholarship of labelling for the sake of 

political correctness. 

Thami Ndlovu (candidate attorney) 
OD Nzimande & Associates 

Pinetown 
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Gandhi book /au ched in city 

WRITINGS, SPEECHES RECALLED: Professor Fatima Meer (left), author of The South African Gandhi: An Abstract of 
-the Speeches and Writings of MK Gandhi 1893-1914, presents a copy of the book to Gandhi's great.granddaughter, 
Ms Uma Mesthrie, at the book's launch at the BMW Pavilion at the weekend. PtCnJRE: BENNY GOOL 
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A look at the man 
behind the Mahatma 

... 

ANOTHER VIEW: 
Shyam Benegal' s 

engrossing film on 
the 21 years of 
Gandhi's life in 

South Africa is a 
• detailed, human 

account of the 
early formative 

years of the 
demanding vision­

ary who some­
times caused 

hardship as well 
as happiness for 

those around him, 
especially his 

long-suffering wife 
and children and 

his many close fol­
lowers. 

PETER FROST 

***11
2 THE MAKING OF THE MAHATMA. 

Directed by Shyam Senegal. Starring Rajit 
Kapur, Paul Slabolepszky, Himal Devnarian, 
Pallavi Joshi, Charles Pillai, Paul Ditchfield, 
Peter Elliot and David Clatworthy. 
SIR Ridiard Attenborough's 1982 epic of the life of Mohan­
das K Gandhi has since settled itself 
into the role of Definitive Work. 

Ben Kingsley's internal, contem­
plative interpretation of Gandhi 
etched itself deeply into the collec­
ti,•e conscience and other film mak-
ers blanched at the thought of try-

Movm 
REvmw 

ing to better represent the mythical story and man. 

~ 

But Attenborough's biopic inevitably suffered the 
unavoidable - like a satellite picture from space, the form 
was dear, but the detail missing. 

Now Sh yam Benegal's Making of the Mahatma, from 
tht bock Apprenticeship of a Mahatma by Professor Fati~ 
m~ Meer, narrows the focus to the 21 years Gandhi 
spent in South Africa and the result is a thoroughly 
absorbing experience . 

Meer's book-•• and thankfully Benegal's treatment. -
is remarkable for two things; its honest portrayal of Gandhi 
as man not a saint and how effectively it reflects the impor -
tance of South Africa for his later work in India. 

The hitherto untouchable Mahatma is portrayed skill­
fully here from a different angle, perhaps a women's or 
even feminist angle. 

His awesome commitment to the service of others is 
shown to have detrimental effects on many of those 
around. him, including a long-suffering wife, a clutch of 
kids and many close followers. Benegal's film doesn't 
destroy the man - far from it - but seeks to contextu­
alise and humanise him by moving in close and scrutin­
ising the quieter moments and less dramatic decisions 
of his life. 

Rajit Kapur's interpretation of the man helps enor­
mously. Here at last is a Mohandas, not a Mahatma, with a 
temper, who trips up, who exhibits bad judgement at times 
and very male preoccupations at others; of order, respect 
and the belief that he is master of his house. 

Benegal follows through Meer's belief that Gandhi's 
South African years fighting Smuts, the miner's poll tax, 
registration of non-whites, the marriage question, inhu­
man conditions and generally the plight of the (very 
diverse) Indian community, moulded and formed the 
soon-to-be Indian st;itesman. Not only in spirit, but practi­
cally. 

In fighting for the rights of Indians, Gandhi set up his 
passive resistance movement in Durban which was to be 
the basis for all his political thought and action in years to 
come. 

His march to the Transvaal (well shot here) in the early 
years of the century with thousands of striking Indian 
mineworkers to bring attention to the three pound poll tax 
on migrant labourers, was echoed later in his march across 
India for an end to the class system. 

There's more integrity. No irritating, short-sighted cast­
ing of European stars here; the local roles are taken by 
locals (including a most effective Paul Slabolepszky as Gen­
eral Smuts), the Indian roles by Indians. 

All told, and despite a few less-than-brilliant perfor­
mances in the smaller roles (the reason it does not merit 
four stars), it is an accomplished piece of work, fascinating 
and entertaining and one of those experiences you walk 
out of feeling relieved you had walked in. 
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3 Cbo~t;Q__ To the UN 
to preach 
11hilosophy 
of Gandhi, 

' 

hut . . . 
DELHI, Friday. 

MR. DINESH Singh, the Indian 
Foreign Minister, is in New 
York to preach ·Gandhi's 
philosophy of non-violence to 
the United Nati-ons and various 
American seminars. 

At home, many of his coun­
trymen will follow the Foreign 
Minister's speeches with wry 
amusement, for barely a week 
has passed sjnce he was seen 
welcoming a delegation of Al 
F'atah guerillas to India and 
lending its sup1>0d to their ac­
tivities. 

The contradicti1m is an apt 
reminder of how double stan­
dards under the guise of non• 
aliviment, and a makeshift 
policy aimed at short-term 
prestige, have brought India's 
foreign r.clations to their lowest 
ebb in recent years. 

Apart from a dubious rela­
tionship with the West, the real 
decline of Indian foreign policy 
is found ironically in Delhi's 
own sp,here of interest - the 
Afro-Asian world and the rela• 
tions-hip with Moscow. 

OBSESSION 
As in the past, India's in­

itiatives 011 the international 
fro-nt have been guided essen­
t.ially by the subconscious 
obsession with Kashmir, and 
the Fo·reign Miuister's ill-con­
sidered attem.::,.ts io gain an ad­
vantage over Pakistan at all 
rosts have culminated in a 
rebuff from the Arab worlrl.. 

Perhaps another f a c t o r 
responsible for India's declining 
iuternational prestige is Delhi's 
flair for bulldO'ling its way into 
fields whPre 2reatPr • nations 
might f<.-a r fo tn'a1!. Jt:; hl11st1ir­
ln_g attl'm~1.t to fon:•• its way ·11-
l •• the li lamil' -, ummi1 l"ltll· 
terence .1\ R,,h•t _pro·1 t>!l a 
m; ~tak, whkb h:, hhmiliated 

India a.nd swung the majority 
of the Hindu community behind 
Israel. 

Recovering from this setback, 
Indians are examining their t;f. 
forts in other spheres and fin­
ding that there is little to boast 
about. Admittedly relations 
with the Soviet Union could not 
be better, but the Foreign 
Ministry has failed to counter 
Moscow's shift· t o w a rd s 
Pakistan. 

RUDE 
The rude awakening to the 

fact that India had lost her 
special place in Moscow came 
last year, whrn Mr. Kosygin, 
the Soviet Prime Minister, pro­
mised military aid to Pakistan. 
S'ince then an alarmed India 
has noticed a perceptible shift 
in Russian attitudes over 
Kashmir. 

Amid the ensuing outcry, 
Mrs. ludira Gandhi, the Prime 
Minister, Jast year made a hasty 
and unsuccessful attempt to 
alter the balance of power in 
the subcontinent by holding out 
an olive branch to China. As 
expected, India was rebuffed. 

India has experienced more 
disquieting reverses since Mr. 
Dinesh Singh took over his 
portfolio this year. As far as 
the \\'est is concerned, ~Ir. 
Singh's term of office has con­
firmed suspicions • that India's 
non-aligned policy exists only 
on pa,per. 

With the deelinc of its im­
portauce and usefulness to 
India. Britain is taken for 
granted in tones bordering on 
contempt. 

To be fair, Britain is partly 
responsible. Mr. Wils,rn's ha,t~­
ass(~rtions during tlH• lndo• 
Pakistan war, the Kenya Asian 
crisis, and the recent decision 
to abolish India's cotton textile 
preferences, have all helped to 
explo1lp the myth of a "5pecial 
relationship." 

India's relations with the 
United States are guided by the 
amount of aid received, and 
Western diplomats generally are 
annoyed by India's capacity to 
find fault with Western frailties 
while remammg silent over 
similar faults in the Afro-Asian 
or Communist world. - Times 
News Service. 



IN the past three decades, 
several top women politi­
cal leaders have emerged 
in the manner described 
above: 

• The late Prime Minis­
ter Indira Gandhi ofindia, 
rivaled by few men any­
where in the world for 
iron will and her indelible 
stamp on her nation. 

• Sirimavo Banda­
ranaike of Sri Lanka, the 
world's first woman prime 
minister and a strong con­
tender to govern her nat­
ion once again. 

• Benazir Bhutto of 
Pakistan, head of the most 
visible opposition force 
confronting President 
Mohammad Zia ul-Haq. 

• Sheik Hasina and 
Khaleda Zia of Bangla­
desh leaders of the long­
e5t ;ustained opposition 
protests against any lead­
er of their coup-prone 
country. 

Each of them has han­
dled power skillfully, al­
though some - notably 
Mrs Gandhi and Mrs Ban­
daranaike - were doomed 
by their excesses. Rut not 
one of them could be con­
sidered a feminist. 

Intent on attaining or 
keeping power, they had 
little time for women's 
causes and the fundamen­
tal st~tus of women in 
their countries remains 
largely unchanged. Each 
of them swore, at least ini­
tially, to uphold the ideals 
of her late father or hus­
band. 

Indira Gandhi of !'l~ifiiter 
1naira uano111, . . _ 

of India's first Pl r1lmNe e~~~ 
• t Jawahar a ' is er, 'Bharat Mh-s known as • 
wa M th"r of India. ata' - "· ,. ed 
She was loved, hat ' 
'. but above all re: 
fearetdd, She abolished the 
spec e • - f the • ; , l• estate~ (; . 
nr, n i P; .Y ns intervl.'ned m maharaJa , 
Pakistan's civil war _to cref ' 

t h new nation o \ 
ate e h • 1971 and 
B ~ "lades m .-a,.," • · t the nucle,_.. led India lll o 
age. 

--Mrs Gandhi was in­
~talled as prime minister 
111 1966 by men who 
thought she would be pli­
able. She soon proved 
the!Il wrong and stayed in 
offJc~ until a crushing 
election defeat in 1977 
when democracy was re~ 
stored after 20 months of 
heavy-h_anded emergency 
rule. _But she bounded 
back mto office in 1980 
and served four more 
years . before she was as­
sass 111 ate d by Sikh 
bodyguards. 
. 'I think being a woman 
m politics is an asset in In­
d~a,' said Maneka Gandhi, 
widow o~ Indira's younger 
son SanJay and political 
foe of the older son cur­
rent Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

'We treat our country as 
very feminine _ Mother 
Earth. Of cours~, I do tend 
to be patronised. But it's 
not because I'm a woman 
bu_t because I'm 31,' she 
said. 

'.I think most women in 
th1s_part of the world come 
up m politics because of 
family,' Maneka said. 'But 
whether they are success­
ful or. not really depends 
on their own qualities.' 

• 
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All that remains o.f 
the o p e r a t i o n :, 1 
headquarters oI Ma• 
hatma Gandhi's pio­
neering South Afri­
can army of peace is 
a d e r e I i c t brick 
shell under a msty 
roof. 

That the historic Tol­
stoy Parm. _ju:.t south 
of ,rotumnesburg, has 
bt>en allowed to deca)· 
rn obscurit~• may be a 
11lgn of .a violent era. 

Only 70 years ago it 
wa.~ the nerve-centre of 
the world"s first ~atyag• 
raha struggle. a revolu­
tionary new political 
strategy which _reli~d 
on moral force and es• 
chewed violence. 

The eight-year battle 
waged from 1906 by 
thomanos of A s i a n 
Soutb Africans against 
various racist measurei. 
was hailed at the time 
by Russian writer Leo 
Tolstoy as "the most 
fundamental and the 
most iniportant to us 
supplying t h e most 
weighty· proof in which 
t h e world can now 
share" 

Although most As• 
ians lived in Natal the 
resistance movement 
w a s concentrated in 

ht' 'J'ramwaal whe1·e 
they were subject to 
particularly harsh dis­
crimination. 

Gandhi had been in 
South Africa about 13 
years when the ·'Black 

' 
The e e ce t 
of a non-violent 
polit·cal struggle 
Ac•t" caui.'ied !he Trans­
vaal Asian community 
f() unite ln defiance 
against t b e Govern­
ment. 

T h e n e w law re­
quired that every As­
ian man and woman 
register and submit 1:o 
the indignity of being 
finger-printed. This was 
not required of other 
Transvaalers. 

Thousands resolved 
to die rather than re­
gister - and stuck to 
this decision. 

When they were ar• 
raigned and ordered to 
1 ea v,e the Transvaal. 
because they had not 
registered they resol­
utely disobeyed the or­
de.r and were impris• 
oned. Many hawkers 
showed solidarity, invi­
ting arrest by failure 
to produce trading 
licences. 

Three years after the 
struggle had been laun­
ched Gandhi estimated 
"nearly 2 500 have for 
conscience's s a k e 
allowed themselves to 
be imprisoned, some as 

many as five times ... 
This was nearly half 
the Asian population of 
t '11 e Transvaal which 
had • been drastically re• 
duced as thous.ands 
had chosen to leave 
the colony rather than 
iegister. 

The "Bia-ck Act" was 
retained despite .a ploy 
by General Jan Smuts 
w h o said he would 
dro.p the law if ,."cs.ians 

• voluntarily registered. 
Thousands ni sat.yag­
rahis (non-violent re­
s i s t e r s ) , including 

G a n d h i whn bad 
~tuck w this "gentle• 
man's agreement reta­
liated by publicly burn­
ing their registration 
certificates. 

Further diserimina-
tory measures followed. 
Migrancy to the Trans­
vaal was made a1lmost 
impossible for Asians. 
All non-Christian mar­
riages were declared 
void. A RS tax was 
impcsed on impoveri­
shed indentured Indian 
workers in Natal. 

Natal Indians now 
joined the struggle .. s 
did increasing numbers 
of women. enraged at 
being ma d.e "concu­
bines" at the stroke of 
a pen. The easiest way 
to invite arrest was by 
i'llegally crossing the 
border to the Trans­
vaal. 

Imprisonment an d 
deportation t o o k a 
heavy financial toll of 
t h e movement's stal• 
warts and their fami• 
lies. 

It was the need to 
s u s t a i n them that 
prompted the found­
i.n.g of Gandhi's. second 
:;ettlement, To I st o y 
Fann, in 1910. 

The farm was g-lven 

over for n~e by ~atva;:r• 
r.ahi Hennann Kallen­
bach. With its exten• 
sive orchards, grounds 
and shelter it ~en·ed 
the material re­
quiirements of the. re­
sisters. 

It also beeame the 
heart of the struggle 
during i t s last four 
years, a place for moral 
,tra:ining. 

The domestic affairs 
of Tolstoy farm were 
rUiled by the same prin• 
ciples of truth and 
p .e..Jle-e :as t.n-e mm• 
violent political 
movement. 

Gandhi had by now 
abandoned w~stern 
fashion. donned t h e 
cotton garb o.f the in• 
den turned liabourer 
and .led a life of utteT 
materia,l · simplicity. Re­
sidents at T~lstoy Farm 
followed s u it . This 
ascetieism and the wHl· 
in.~ness of satyagrahis 
to engage m manual 
Jabour made the set• 
tlement more or less 
self-sufficient. 

The Mahatma was a 
profoundly spiritual 
man. He insisted • re­
sidents of the farm. 
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Tolstoy Farm, once the nerve­

centre of Indian defiance against 

the Governmen~ is to he restored 

al'\ a centre for social research 

and action. Jo-Anne Collinge writee 

on the moral and political force 

of Gandhi. 

who -were of vanou, 

faiths, practise r e 1 1-

gious toleranre. sha.N 

their prayers and ritu­

als. 
Tolstoy Fa11m was a 

microcosm in which 
Gandhi began to play 
out the ideas he was 
later to put forward 
for India's salvation. 

The South African 
satyagraha campaign 
culminated In • massive 
a c t i o n by Indian 
labourers on the Natal 
coal fields. 

They went on strike 
to protest the R5 tax. 
Then - evicted from 
their mine quarters -
over 2 000 took to the 
r o a d m t h e Great 
Marrh, to court arrest 
by entering the Trans­
vaal and thus drew at­
tention to their pligh't. 

Thii; army of p i J. 
grim:; was near .Johan­
nesburg, destined for 
Tolsh1y Farm, when its 
members were a.rres:ted 
en masse. They were 
deported to Natal and 
.iuiled in mine com­
pounds where force 
wa,; used to try to 
i:lrive them back to 
work. 

This triggered strike 

a c t i o n throughout 
N'a.tad. The authorities 
retaliated with force. 

But eventually 
Smuts's Union Govern­
men/t was forced to ne• 
gotfate. The result was 
the Indians Relief Act 
of 1914 whioh aboli­
shed the R5 t~ recog­
n:i~d Indian mar.riages, 
mitigated immigration 
rontroJ and provided 
foi· the phasing out of 
indentured labour. 

Many of 'these gains 
were latm- eroded. But 
in 1914 the satyagrahis 
were the victors and 
M o h a n d a s Gandhi 
headed home to India 
a hero. 

So S o u t h African 
conditions delivered UP' 

to India a seasoned 
political leader - the 
Mahatma - ripe to 
become the central fi. 
gure in the battle for 
Jndian home rule. 

India's ,·ictory o'\'er 
rolonialism in turn her• 

aided freedom f r o m 
foreign rule for much of 
Africa and Asia. 

Nor we.re the ripples 
of satyagrahi felt only 
in the Third World. 
Pacifist, nuclear dis-

Gandhi . • . his pacifism revolutionised the Indians• political siriaggla. 

armament and civil 

rights . m o v e m e n t s 

throughout the Western 

world drew inspiration 

from the early satyag­
rahi experience. Most 
conspicuous of these 
was the United States 
black civil rights move­
ment led by Dr Martin 
Luther King. 

It w a s again em• 
ployed by Indians in 
relation to the land 

issue tri: thP. 1940s ad 
by all group!\ in the 
early 1950s Defiance 
Campaign against "un• 
just laws··. 

In 1953 The South 
African Government. 
outlawed civil disobe­
dience as a means of 
protest. Further re,-;tric­
tions on peaceful resis­
tance . followed - ac­
c om pan i e d by 
increased use of 

violenct" try nationalist 
movl:'ment:;. 

J<;vMts llan• pan I:!-" 
borne out 1he Mahat­
ma'!' warning ;.ounded 
t\\·o vcars heE•)fC• hi::. 

death · in 19<!8: "One 
day tlw black rar,,s 
w i I I rise like the 
avenging Attila again;.t 
their white oppre~,..urs. 
u·nless someone 
presents to them the 
weapon of satyagrahi." 



Mahatma Gandhi's Transvaal home .. . a neglected reminder. 

The historic Transvaal 
h o m e of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Tolstoy Farm, 
is to be restored as a 
museum, library and 
conference venue. 

The property, just 
south-west of Lenasia, 
is owned by the Trans­
vaal Gandhi Centenary 
Council. T h e council 
estimates it will cost 
a b o u t R200 000 to 
transform the derelict 
farmstead, once at the 
h e a rt of t h e non­
violent Asian resistance 
i; t rug g 1 e in South 
Africa, into a centre of 
activity for !>1udent.s of 
social change. 

F u n d i n g of the 

project will be entirelv 
by public donation. 
Council chairman Mr 
N G Patel is optimistic 
that fund-raisinrg 
targets will lJe met: 
"Although the farm 
has been sadly neglec­
ted there is a determ,­
nation in the commum• 
ty to see Gandhi's role 
in South Africa proper­
ly acknowledged. We 
know there will be im­
mediate support for 
the scheme." 

The council's dela,. 
in implementing rest.;­
rations has been sharp• 
ly criticised in rere:nt 
months. lt secured ,,.,. 
n e r s h i p of Tolst~:v 

Farm in 1969 when An­
glo Vaal Brick and Tile 
Comp-any made it over 
as a gift during the 
centennial of the Ma­
hatma's birth. 

Mr Patel defends tbe 
coucil's timing of the 
project pointing o u t 
that the Johannesburg 
Indian community has 
paid heavily to provide 
cultural, religious and 
welfare facilities since 
removal to Lenasia. 

"We have tried to 
ensure o ur fund'ing 
drive does not overlap 
with other major 
projects." 

He explains the reno-

A renewed Tolstoy Farm .. . architect's impression. 

vated Tolstoy F a r rn 
will not be a replica of 
t h e 1910 structure. 
"The restoration will 
be faithful to the style 
of the period but the 
result will be more 
elaborate than Gandhi's 
very plain farmhouse. 

"Although' the embel­
lishments are in con­
trast to Gandhi's sim­
plicity our main con­
cern is to create a 
place where people will 
come to read and talk 
abrmt social issues. 

"We believe we can 
come closest to t h e 
spirit of Gandhi by en­
couraging active en• 

gagement with present­
day social and moral 
problems." 

Th e Tolstoy Farm 
"workshop" complex 
will consist of: 

• A library containing 
material on the Gand­
hian concepts of resis­
tance, change and de­
velopment. It will in­
clude accounts of non­
vi o le n t • political 
movements round the 
world. 
• Meeting rooms for 
use by groups con­
cerned with social jus• 
tice and change. 

e A small museum "8$ 

a direct reminder that 
o n e of the greatest 
men of this century 
spent 20 years in South 
Africa and that our 
countrymen responded 
courageously to give 
substance to his ideals. 

It is bOped construc­
tion will begin in the 
next few months and 
in just over a · year 
.Johannesburg w i 11 
boast a fitting mo­
nument to Mahatma 
Gandhi.. 

• 



Mohandas Gandhi Uved from 1889 to 
1948 - through both world wars. 

He remained a prophet of peace 
despite witnessing the advent of the 
atom .bomb and the horrors of 
nazism: "If Hitler is unaffected by 
my suffering, It does not matter. 
For I . shall have· lost nothing of 
worth. My hcmour Is the only thing 
worth preserving. That is indepen­
dent of Hitler's pity." 

Yet It was this high-minded 
idealist who conjured up a range of 
tactics to wrest from the British 
Empire its most treasured Jewel, 
India. 

The leader of the masses; tht1> 
party politician, the diplomat at 
the negotiating table - all these 
were roles played by Mahatma Gand• 
hi. 

ms cloee frte.nd and follower, 
Nobel prize-winning poet Rablndra­
nath tagore, reflected: "The Influ­
ence which emanated from his per­
sonality was Ineffable, like music, 
like beaut.Y. • 

Its claim upon others was great 
lw.cause of Its revelation of a spon­
taneous self-giving. 

"This Is the reason why our 
people have hardly ever laid em­
phasis upon bis natural cleverness in 
manipulating recalcitrant facts. 

"They have rather dwelt upon 
the truth which shines through hiR 
character in lucid simplicity." 

This t.wln•character, politictan­
saint, Is reflected in many of Gand-· 

• bi's non-violent battle tactics. 
For instance. the fast -.r 

hunger-strike was a me.asure t.he 

In.spiring 
prophet 
of peace 
Mahatma used repeatedly in ludht. 
Sometimes bis aim in going without 
food was to symbolise and emphasise 
to the authorities the plight of the 
people or injusticl" of some nieaimre. 

But more often the Jlah.>.tma's 
fast was a penance for violence 
perpetrated by the people he rep, 
resented. At times t.be peace of 
saiyagraha act.ion would be broken. 
Or religious frietion would burst 
into the open. 

The fasts were calculated: the,· 
were abandoned as soon as the flr.;t 
gestures of conciliation were made. 
Gandhi was not intent on bet•oming 
a martyr - he mMely wanted a tool 
to move people towards peace. 

B u t however sltrewdly Gandhi 
used the hunger-strike it was a 
method consonant with his basic 
~orality. 

When Gandhi was as. .. assinatt>d 
In 19,8 many of his former adver­
saries joined In tribute. Lord Louis 
Mountbatten recalled the illahatma's 
''life of love and tmth" and General 
Jan Smuts acknowledged he had 
closed battle with "a prince amonc 
men.'.'" 



QUorATIONS FROM GANDHI 

DRUGS AND DRINK ARE THE TWO ARMS OF DEATH 

NON-VIOLENCE rs AN ACTIVE FORCE OF THE,HIGHEST ORDER 

I HAVE AN UNDYING FAITH IN THE RESPONSIVE HUMAN NATURE 

EVERY HOME IS A UNIVERSITY AND THE PARENTS ARE THE TEACHERS 

NEVER GO BEYOND YOUR CAPACITY THAT TOO IS A BREACH OF TRUTH 

COMMUNAL HATRED IS PERHAPS THE WORST KIND OF LEPROOY IMAGINABLE 

----------

~it<'' 
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I l 
Gandhiji Wearing Straw Hat 

MY NCYI'ION OF Dil10CRACY IS THAT UNDER IT THE WEAKEST SHOULD HAVE THE SAME 

OPPORTUNITY AS THE STRONGEST 

A SYSTEMATIC STUDY OF ASIATIC CULTURE IS NO LESS ESSENTIAL THAN THE STUDY 

OF WESTERN SCIENCES 




