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Ian Stretcher-Beaer 'sir, % T, rusted with the full control or 5

: g - Com iy -+ 1'have the honour to acknowledge | tive subjects, Gerera] Botha .

A G - the receipt of your letter of 315t inst., posal thal the native locations 3,
Goveroment's - Appreciation ™ intimating the dishandment of . the by broken up,H pecn s

. Indian Stectcher Buarer Corps. Loelanms, was, teo, iy at prosha

: Pf i .'l" F ‘-T I*I bﬂ' of a Permanent ¢ e Commundant'of M#itiaasks me siinng those pubilt utierandes w

. to convey to you and the other mem- Increased the nervous spprihe

- i bers of the Corps his thaoks for the of the Tmperial Government in ¢ ;

The fono,,;,;g correspondence has = S€Tvices rendered, and iq:d.niug so 1 tw our fature ,.dnzirgéa{r_mm of Nai-y -
between Mr. M. K:Gandhi and © desire to add my appreciation of the Aflagrs Having also ‘noview o

Col. Hyslop, P. M, O., Natal Militia . = ¥ery valuable senvices afforded 1o the Beilivn in Natal, prosohed oby
# The Principal Medical Officer, - - Medical. Department. of the Militia, | uy mabadonntstration and 2 er

Pietermaritzburg, rot only as Stretcher-Bearers, but al fack of understanding, and sup
Natal, $0in connection with the more im- with the: recklessiess of men who
- Sir . ' . portant work of sanitation. the consequences O thelr cun |
Sir, ) 1

~ The Indian Stretcher-Bearce Comps | You mention that the objuct of the we afe nol surprised that the Impe

" was disbanded o, the ‘igth inst, ' Natal In‘dum Congress. in Of?eru{g 0 osernment does ra LArT e onirig
and the Corps reached Durban on  faise A Corps, was ta show that Lindians * ys with the untrammelled contesd of

" ithe 20th. : rc::o;nvtsed.thcxr n:spons:bﬂut}; as st the  palives, | utthermiure, o0 mus
‘I'he Corps was called upon 1o do {I‘L“I"S in - Natal, ;.%x‘;d to - induece  the no !';gvfurg{}{{é;z that the injusn o
the-work of disinfecting the camp at (-m-'crnnwr:t‘m utiize lh.em AS 3 per with which ait« uim‘m;;i Prissiny nons
Mapumulo. of dressing injuries and W1anent poriion of the Natal ‘Militia, tredted under the Kruger regime was
wounds, and of warching. with the tﬂmdjn this r:oncdmn.l may ‘say lh:u one of z»in: TEASHNS Put {{:rmnj for the
troops  and doing stretcher work. if I can be of any assistance in Armang- war against the Repubiins, 1ty e
: Most of the Bearers dccompanied the 1Ug _f‘{’ the C"}Piuymcm of _lndm\s I that at the peace of Verseniging the
| . troops during the operations at the Militia {luspugls and sanitary work, Impenial avthorities  bartered away
aE Tugela, the -Otimati and - the Umvot; my services will always be at YOUur their rights 1o enfranchee vven 1h,
Valleys. -In my himble epinion the disposal. . ) Mmost mbvaseed and Cieilised natioe

men - did the work willingly and Dagree aith you that if a perma- “but shis only increases 1

TOSI R
skilfully. “The object of the Natal ' nent Corps is formed, special instruc: bilty waards the enormos mars of
Indian Congress, in offering to form ton in ”"f..dllllcs'fa“mgv to be per coloured persons, who, beting disimmn
‘the Corps, was to show that Indians - lormed hy its members is indbspens chiged, very nightly Claim the proee
recognised “their responsibilities as ' Sible. tion of the only authority  strong
s=ttlers in Natal, and o induce the & I have the honour to b, enough to protect Yhem again<t : ol
: Government to utilise’ Indians as 2 - LS legistation and oppression. 1ot
. permanent portion of the Natal Mili- Your obedient Servant, nating an Upper House, and 155 yoe
s ﬁi tia. 1 venture to thing that my country. (3d.y Jases Hy<rop, . serving o themsclves the rizht 1o yery
e Inen are essentially fit for ambulance 7 "~ Lt Colonel, -carclully consider all propused native
TEL L, and hospital work, Trooper Forder, - : P.M.O, Militia. “Legislation, the Imperad Governasem
LA "~ whom we carried from. Otimati, had, = Sergt. Major Gandhi, arc doing no more thap {h}) did in
X - in--addition to being carried, to.be . Indjan Stretcher-Bearer Corps. Nawl, in which Colouy simiiar condi.
S ER nursed by us, and he_ was so satisfied. ' . tans existed to those obtaining here,
"+ - that he songht ‘me out specially on his : ) That is to say, the Imperial Govern.
R ‘,.ewm:,p.expms his apprqciath_)n': - The Constitutional ment ‘enfranchised a- xmall minonty
. "o -.of the maw's works: - - - = S : of white Colonists, and very naturaily.
i ¥ _The Corps consisted: of some skil.-: - . Reservations retained v its own hands cer.gin
l?dignglish-gﬁxzéted_lndiéns, as also —_— PUMEr to protest the &normious v
- - of Indians of the labourer t e, but al] el : cpresented and sewi-civdised  pro.
i of them were inteHigent W());«li:efs, and . Imperial Government and Native - !pcmriat. With the resenation of gw;cv
-~ .. capable in civil life, ol.¢arning mich . Races 4 ziland ‘we are heartily in agreement.
more sthan” what ' would be paid to -~ - )

T _what : - Expericnce has shown us that great
S thém: the Indian community,  As It may not be inappropriate to essay ' hative ternitorics prosper best under
-, the’ coinminity was.anxious that its . some reply “to  the criticisms. which, = direct lmperial control, and we have
s oﬁ'erahouldb‘e sccepted,-in_order to - have been-directed at the constitution, - Hechuanaland, and « specially Basuto-
. avoid any-didieulty, thie ‘me : on account of what are known as the ' land, to-duy—where, under the Strong
& (1 iced to-accept only-one.shi n . Reservations. ‘These may be mﬁghi)" arm of the Imperial Government, the
. Sixpence per day,whie}; ¥ gladly " défined as the nomination of an Up- . native inhabitants are tising with in-
did ; b ‘epinion, it s not pus- per Chamber, charged particularly to credible rupidity in the ethiral scale,
: guard the interests of the natives, and . 3¢ working. out their S0 sahation

i .po slation ; the insertion in the - heediess of the inciements of native
(Letters Patentsof . clause reserving . Agitators against the white race, grate.
. : Feserving . & . ; A
~Ebills dealing. th Native Aflairs for ful to their rulers and sdministrators
{ the di',ﬁf consideration of His Ma. . »‘—}s gph'f:;ng examples of the success
re, ! jesty ; _gn,e»mo;mchm_b~mpena_ Protectorates. It is ogr
¢ | prohibitip .what_ip known_as servile ' hope that Swaziland .may some dap
~#00 -izbour;-ar labour under-servile condi. . emulate Basi toland, - and that it may
DE. thna;nawy;hg decisionof the become to South "Afriea, as Basuto-

| Imperial Government to aliow Swazi- *land is, 2. great and valuable asset,
land to. remain an Imperial Protec: We: sh -probably be sibjegted 1,

! torate, -without -hecoming an ‘annexe - considérabde abuse i we suggest that
ofth@lhnma!.}‘m the reservation of - it is the duty of the Impesial Govern-
;3?{!&&!%:;; tth: lppo'mm - mentto rule Swaziland for the Swazis,
73 2 40 Upper " Teview nalive ... not for a coterie of indifferentiy-
. mm-xtm inkihe ahid | suble coisergon hunters, whose
i bodsy kmown. as the ‘Rand Pionietrs, ;wie d¢s§m i3 to exploit: bath the
== im MMM‘W}W and ity Hﬁm Lor their

T
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_INDIAN OPINION =~ 18ne1 " Avovsr, 1906

N i N ) i B * . b
A Plea for India mulate no proposals of their own and Imperial Parlllmeng‘
. o M- -~ . i confine t?mmsdws merely to p:cking =
i s ; - holes in whar we -arge. Their most » .

“The New Ho €5 SWges .

Kg_ pe {avourite plea for inaction s tha the - British {ndians g the an

Inthe. course of a Jetter recently . people are nor oy quaitied  for . yp Hasoto Cox asked the Under
addressed by the Hon, (5. K. Gokhale any substantial measure of sellgovern. PUUEET of State for the Colonies
to the London Dty News, he says ;[ Meat. My (Jaﬁélf}ﬁt")ﬂf—”e observed ¥hether the Government of her late

“The position briefly is this - A i tibeny alone srh'u;h ﬁz.»_ men for
foreign bureaucracy, ‘whose members “bl'”}} This propasition, like every the Goy
live in the country otly long encugh other in paolitics, has s bounds, bur . public against the use of the word
to earn their pensions, governs Imdia, s fﬂr,?ﬂ{"f than ‘h?‘vf"'ugf?rdpﬁtﬁnﬂ SV Natise” 1o inelyde her Majesty's In.
uninfluenced by Indian public opinjon | Wair till they are 4ie, Hhe otijcials. |

] 3D dian subjern - and whether  phay
and uncontrolled in practice by any in Indiz, however, do not recognise L Irotest was ey withdrawn,

higher authority, Asga result, Indian - the wisdom nf ’:;’»‘E"—?,b’v‘?“’ﬂ“"”"" fOME Cheriggg - Hi H N
; interests are systematically subording. f U i Government in the negotiationy which
- ted to the interests of the Army, the jterminated 4y yhe arbitration 5
European services, and the Eurapean ll’ldlﬂﬂ i Bloemfonteinin 1258, refused to adeniy
capitalists,  The steady and cuntj. Stretcher-Bearer Cor'ps | that the word * Nartive * i the Lop.
BuoUs rise in the death-rate of the —— ;dun Convention covered Indians. I

country, and the miserable pittance Governar's Thanks grirw, hriwever, of the circy

spent on‘clcnwnt:xry vducation, afm.;.’-.ﬁ.: ) e Lol the case, they agreed 1o legusistion

e sufficient to satisfy any imperia? | The following letter has been ad. I by the South  Afriean Republic: in

“mind as to the low place oceupied by dressed by His Exccilency, 8ir Henry [ derogation of the strict interpretation

‘the interests of the people on the ( 30~ ' MacCallam, Governgr of Natal, 15! o the Convention,

=% vernment slate, Our death-rate, ac- Mr M. K. Gandni . f Mr. Harown Cox asked the Under -
_Cording to the Statistical abstract for King’s House, | Secretary of State for the Colonies

British India (a parliamentary publica- Durban, Natal, i whether the word « Native ” in the
tion), was under 25 per thousand in . 7th August, 1906, [ Treaty of Vereeniging included his.
"1882-84. It rose 0 30 per thousand 1iogr Me.. Ganpny, Majesty's Indi j 3
- in 18g2-94 (before recent famines or: | cannot allow demobilization 1o whether his Majesty's Indian subjects
2 plague appeared on the scene), and take plce without placing on record, were entitled, as “Natives”, 1o acquire
3 Jtis 35 per thousand to-day. As re- on behalf of the Government, my ap- ' freehold property in the Transvaal,
gards elementary education, the Go. ; preciation of the patriotic- movement | Mr.CHURCHILL: | have previously
vernment of India spends oy it only . made by the Indian community of | explained to the hon, member in an
about #£200,000 out of State funds, - Natal in providing a Bearer Company'; answer to a question on . March
As against 21 millions spent on the | for service in the field during the i that it was asserted that the
2 © " Army, and about four millions paid in rebellion. - i to admit British Indians to the fran-
a salaries tp Europeans in civil employ 1\ The number of casualties in o e ;
E N onlr-ene enild-sutof vighrisy GOTTorces has been providentially small,
T T Tand’one village out of five has a ' and the labours of the Company have
3 i school-house. ~ Your Parliamentary 'not_therefore been as heavy as they
M- -grant to elementary education, i is * would otherwise have been,
C-T - interesting to note, is 16 millions for - At the same - time mention has
the current yedr. . . been made to me of the good services
2 S Now, there is only one remedy for - rendered by those who volunteered for

b
of the letter, of the Treaty of Ve
reeniging which engaged that the ques-
tion of granting the franchise 1o
Natives would not “be decided -unti}
after the introduction of self.
ment.  The late Secretary of Stape
felt bound to take account ‘of thig
% i this state of things. It is 4o redeem - this service, and of the steadiness dis- view, and accordingly stated in hig
= 7 the pledges given to' the people of * playeq hy them. I should feel obliged despatch vt March 31, 1908, that,
3 - India by the Sovereign and the parhia- , if you - would be good enough to con- having regard to the terms of peace,
! " ment of - the country, and associate | vey to all the ranks who sérved under | fis Majesty's Government had been
them steadily more and more with the | your command my best thanks. for the unable to make provision for the

|
|

- management of their ‘own affairs, till | assistance which they have given, | representation of any of his Majesty's

. eventually India become an in Lo 7 Yuurs faithfulily, © . - -coloured subjects. Under the & E

© 7 and sell-governing part of this Empire. L () HENR_Y'.M&CC‘ALL,,UM. law “applying to Asiztics, Law 3 of

- The practical steps by which this re,. i e ok 1885, British Indians canmot be
Lo salt I8 detsine “will necessarily have - ST

! : o “ry. | OWRErS of landed perty, save

" to.be a-matter. of continued compro. | Travelllugron the CSAR. i, the strects, nprdr: and m.;;i.?

/miss‘bemhr;:%ﬂfqtm&fvfmg »?nte i e which the -Governmerit shall for
As regards the necessity of moving for. : o Fhe Gllowing. - further - correspon. sanitary purposes point out for habita.
. yards, | hope there wil Pen0 i dence s been_ submitied o e o tion 2T '
“ference o opinion among those who . ublication . : o o,
- represent the forces of ‘democrary in "{;‘0 the Chief Traffic Manager, ' § .hm and m ln the
T this eougn;tyg'angi I earnestly truse that - - C. S A R, R Tw
" this will be made amply- clear by ¥yi. - : P.O. Box 1347, . | -Mr. Harotp Cox asked the Under
daysdebate. . - . / . Johannesburg, Secretary. of State- for the Colonles

1AL present, we in-Indi o Dear Siee beg to acknowledge | whether the subjects of his.

ous cifcle. STACY . your letter’ ofhe t9th ulto,, C. No. | the Emperor of JIP‘_"AQI?IO!,G the
@ Keep the ated: classes 0395371 am now approaching the | same rights and privileges in the
governmeént of the SOUNtry s Hritsh-Indian Association tbout the | Crown. Colony of the Tranwrasl a4

the masses have been qualified by I Frangement with your Department, | the subjects ofithe German iperort
“education’ to tike an intelligent part | In 1he meanwhile, 1 now find that 1 Mr. Curenguy ¢ All Aslatic vaces
, icaffairs.  No steps, h’oweve,r‘-,‘ cannot gravel from Pretoria by the [are subject to certain disshilities

10 push on mass education, 5 p.m. train to Johatinesburg. _~t+which do not apply to Em o
Wno chance ol such steps~— | shait bo obliged if you will kindly Lo i

wui,m-anm ,
Cui-

large voice . let me know whether Indians are
Yours faithfuily, - is missionary and wealth is not;

 hibitéd from teavelling by that teuis .+ CuLrure .
i - (8d.) Osuan Luclpr ture calle on men to Jears, ang
© Malay Locatigy, 1, i |ooly ashio be :
,mp&m:p@ 7t Forapih In the ;

“he spirit, ifnot— ——




Fmvmv,‘ 1908, INDIAN OPINION

]ndiansand Raﬂway Trava ! tollowing fxar,a%izri ‘colunmins

- 1 Tae O 'athinaene The New Pathiamen:,
elhng in the Transvaa! FoOAY the Disolution The resuits of polis

P on Bih Jansan, ¢ already deciared show

Openi N
perial 'P‘:gt'iiament

of lm

. - The lﬂ'hg‘s' »Speeck The following letter has been ad , wer an the Howe 6f  the parties ws (ol |
) e I dressed by the British Indian Asso- | ‘lz’:‘:’.\:‘: a . -
Respoasible Geverament for Trasvaa! | ciation to. the Acting Chief Traffic | [[pE0 - 753 Uns ST 3
.- aad Orange River Colomy ! Manager, Johanneshung - " iabour 13 Eplannt §ree ¥
T i - H Slf’"‘":\h’. 31 M \lll!l:i:ijt‘c hax _ - .. ‘I'ruktrs g
The King opened Parliament in f}mndwl to my Associalion ,—‘,pi.ﬁ of Natinsler B \Tz;‘:.:tm} :.:
‘State on Monday last. The King's i the correspomdence between your 1k : B :
Spesch -announces that it has been partment and himsell in conpe fion Tosa iy o
decided t& recall the Letters Patent © with the train Loaving Johannesharg ) IS IEY R E. gl
providing for Representative Govern- iat 830, ! Frows 1he 21‘;“‘\'!,. ' o oeen
‘meglifor the Trapsvaal and to (:slabiish} You have inforined M. Mopsajee | that vven oo the Liberals have « 0
Responsible CGovernment in both zhe‘ that * coloured passengers ar- not “!i‘"!}' moanity AT # the  other
v Transvaal and Orange River Colony | permitted to travel by the 2.3 train ;?C""Q”S combined, et 745 and at the
E as s00n-as possible. . [ from Pretotia to johanneburs,” and Trate - ahey  are winning, I o

It also says that pépers will be sub- | 1 SUPpose viee versa, oot think it would b a YOy VERtute-

AR ~mitted to Parliament respecting the | | This information  comes to my . Some prophecy to F‘“‘d"" them st
RN pmy administration of India. Assoviation as” a viry disagreeahle | the end of the clection with a lear
et it { surprise.  To the business Indian ;| majority of 4 ruund hundred over the
el £ 4 = community the prohibition would be | Whole of the rest of the House. But,
: ambers of Commerce |a deprivation which would seriously | then, this majority 15 only the mini-

< — interfere with. their movementss To ! mum : and itis a matter of common ‘

s Asiatic Reésolntion 'the Indian community in gencral it : knowledge that in their fight with their ¥

e is in-the highest degree insulting, | avowed enemies, the rest of the House

% -~ - The Pretoria Chamberof Commerce | My Association  cannot - vscape | 8r€ more or less their allies. - The j

. " i8 to move the.following resolution at | the cenclusion that this  method of ! Unionst *'"’t’_ 'mdffl‘_ would be with |
& the forthcoming  Congress of the | pandering to local prejudice on the part | them in the same division lobby, as
Y Association of Chambers of Commerce | of a great.administration would result | they would henceforward be courted
of South Africa to be held in Dur | in making the position of coloured | 4nd their adhesion sought after with
o i ban e . peopie thoroughly intolerable, . My | all the ardour of a new Jove. Labour,
5 b “ That this Congress of Chambers -A:ssociation will be obliged if vou accon)_mg o its latest evo'lunon is,
b :: of Commerce of South Africa views | will kindly let me know whether jt | both in theo n and practice, only

with - alarm the increasingly detri-
- mental effect upon the commerce of
the whole of South Africa caused
by the continual ‘influx of Asiatics,
... and desires - to express its conviction
. thatit is fmperativé in the interests of
. "the white population of South Africa
that concerted action should be taken
" by the various Governments with the
.- least possible delay. " -
© ‘The same resoluti

on was passed

e last year also. .

' Tamiuorthe ﬂnive:;sity of

) The*fallawing reply ‘has been te-
ceived regardirig the petition for the
use of Tamil as an opfional subject

Matriculition - exa-

, Mon

‘They | Liberal Embarrassmant of Riches

| Chairman, British 1

| Weekily

. |-{rrOM. OUR svkcunedh;sm&ntm}

is the intention, and, if 50, will kind-
ly refer me to the law or regulation
under which the prohibition has been
imposed. 1Incidentally, | may beal-
lowed to remark, that-the manner in
which such prohibitive rules are from.
time to time made -without any warmn.
ing or notice to the portion of the
community concerned, is extremely
irritating and - inconvénient, My
Assoriation thinks that British Indians
are at-least entitled to know before-
band regulations that may he framed
with reference to them.
1 request an early reply, ;
' have the honodr to temain,
< S g T 2
.. Your obedient Servent, .’
S Arpri: Gasy,”
Indian Association,
Johannesburg, ‘I4th February, 1906, .

T E

M_ndqn Letter

" .- Londan, Jan! 16, Tge6.

Toat G’

"

‘| 2 majority. One thing is certain ;

- mindfel of the rate of her

an advanced section of Liberalism :
while the Irish, from principle as well
1 as gratitude would oftener than pot
support the party which they  will
never forget ‘as associated with the
immortal name of Gladstone., The
combination of non-Tory groups,
therefore, 'would even now when the
results of 62 clections are yet to come
put the proportion of non-Tories 10
Tories as 471 136, which means
reducing the reactionary  forces to
about & quarter of its own numerical
strongrth.  And the question that is in
everybody's mouth is, what would the

| Liberals, when they resume the reins

of Government, do with this most
potent. weapon of so vast and solid
they
 would not set the Thames on fire.
Those who are expectingthe a proach
of the ‘millenium -at the advent of
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman into
ofiice must have studied the history of
the Government of their own country
to very little purpose to give way
to such day.dreams. In the political
team which Britannia drives in her
chariot of State, she is’ not so much
a8
for ber safety on-the road: The laws
enactod by Pagliament are fustly called
 statutes, and there they stand  dedying.

all time and alf parties. There maybe .
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Agenda Book of. . > -

delegate of the ' Branch

(in terms of new constitution)

held on the
F::)’“ - g ) oy, S ! 2 o &
31st May and ist

at the

ﬂ
‘?-%3;?1 ]

x5

W othiawad Hind .
h«aa.mam 2 mEingu ‘3} ) 3
‘52 LORNE STREET, DURBAN

Opened by :
SENATOR H. M. RASNER .
ON THE 30T MAY, 1647 AT 8 P.M.

President :
FrEs el

Dr. G. M. NAICKER.

Chairman of Committee:

*  GEORGE SINGH.

. H. ISMAIL

M. R. PAREKH M D NA!DOQ

}+. Hon. Treasurers. It HOn Secretarn_,
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MAHATMA GANDHI MEMORIAL NUMBER

; éourtesy

GANDHIJI DURING WORLD WAR 1—He raised an Indian Volunieer

Corps in London for cmbulance work in the war. He is in the cenire of
the picture.

" Life.”



9

* % ers coppelisd 10 aer Lt ivae to ot down the

cepiet oF the march wio the Transvml, owwy o tark
of tioee and speice. (e ot the most itereatisg acoounts
comes from the Spﬁi’iﬂ g ol tha 7raneeasd
Leaderwbo tavklled down 1o Volkarsst (3 winess ihe
grocesdings. Reporting the case before the Magistrate,

ﬁsfm writes . :
Mr. Caodhi, before pleading, asked the Magistrste
for p vecand ip order 1o bim fo ¢ ntnte hig
mirch. He pot forward the same srgumonts a1 need
in his télegram to Genersl Smuts. A ‘remand wae
granted at the request of the Prosecutor, who had not
evidonce ready. . Bail war then asked for by Ms.
Gandhi, and, although the Prosecutor protested, “the
puinted out that every prisoner not changed
with & capital offence was in law entitled to be allowed
to give beil for his appesrance, and said that Mr
i 3 could tue U depriend vi iR igen® Bail was
fixed 8t £ 50, which was essily tound by Indian slare-
mlgaﬂ bere, and Mr, Gandhi was remanded for s werk.
el

oft almost at once by motor 1o rejmn the

marchers. Thus, il there was an effart on Government’s
part to put an end to the demonstraion hy depriving
the men of their leader in the hope that they would
becorwe discouraged and abandon the attempt to reach
tbe Rand, this effort has been completely stultified.
1 shared the motor in which Messrs. Kallenbach and
Gapdhi overtook the main body of marchers about
33 miles trom Volksrust. They'were well on their way
to Kromdrasi Station, vear Standerton, which is theiwr
halt tor the day. The narrow nbboen of read which
lesds to the Rand passes through beautiful grassy
country, and, as the weather was pleasant, the stnkers
were walking essily and showed little latigue, They
were a little beyond General Botha’s farm when the
car overtook them, and there was extraordinary en-
thusissm -as Mr. Gandhi aiighted among them. The
car bad halted at Paardekrasl, where Mr. Gandhi spoke
some encouraging words tu the women Old and
infirm men halted there, and Mr. Gandhi left some
medicines which a doctor in Newcastle had supplied.
All along The”

T O eI et tra Ry oy ks
up sod saluted Mr. Gandhi, calling him ** Bapao,” or

The Ratlons
<Al :
pound-and-s-half loaf of bread and an ounce ol sugar

per man, the marchers are cheerful and patient to an
extraordinary degree. They have the utmost confidence

in Mr, G!ngh!,_ixld__qhm_hxm implicitly, although as a

totally unuted to discipline usaccompani OTCE.
As lisutenants, Mr. Gandhi has several young Johan-
nesburg Indians who were prominent duriog the former
passive resistance movement, and the mounted con-
stables ;

orders to arvest some of'these at Kromdrasi and take
them in to Standerton.

Cost of the Movement ”

Mr. Gandhi informs me that the passive resistance
movement is diminishing his resources by
and that more than the present contributien vt £ 3,000
per mooth will have to be sent from India if the success
of the mowvement is to be assured. He has, however,
no doubt at all about the respunse from Indis.  Apant

N S
\ *{from the women at Charlesiown, there are communities

\

of strikers in every sffected ared to be supported, and
the coat of the march to the Rand is estimated at one
& per day per man. Volksrust bakers bave re-

G & contract {or the supply of bresd, which is sent

on each day by mil to an appointed station. The
wugar is ssrved out for its sustaining properties, and
to sbout five pockets & day in the aggregate.

Indizos make a hole in their losves, into which

- bhandfuls of suger. "Each man cames

ikip, which he fifls” with water &8 often as is

i | et

g:zso a day,

posibie. The rarchens ad su sniptsd veat o
Prardebop, whereiast night tes wu served 0 e Gl
3,000 004 of thewe Al the cxpasss of & looal fodisn
sorghoeper. My Gandhl spressed upon them: 3
fpcf thal tea was mot o the regular meod ;
My Gandin ek the prssive renisters, whise m&m
1o the provsised land be enmed, Mr. Kallanback ’
| oretfesed to Volbsrust, sod paesed about 13 miles
from the tews s further band of oo cholies, whe
crossed the border teis- moming with as latle trouble
2% their prodecessors. Soma of thuss who merch o
Johwunesbarg, ¥leam, are men whi wers cha "t
Mewonstie with bresking thenr iexdemtures, wers
reteased on thewr ewn recognisances through lack of
prison accommodation. They offered o awsil trisd if
fond and shelier were progded, but this the local
Magistrate refused, and »0 they departed to join in the
march on Jehanoesbury.

Picturesque Pilgrims

The Susdny Past of the oth mstant gives, in the
conrsa ¢f & spaciai report, the tullowing ——

The pilgrims whom My Gandln 15 gmdiog 1o the
tarem ol bis Burcpean (riend and supporter, Mr. Kallea
bach, near johanaesburg, are an sx-endingly picturesque
crew. {onsisting mostly of the very- lnwest castes of —
Hindus, the crowd has the merest sprinkling o8 Ma-
homedans-——ssy three per rant The Hindus are sither
coal miners o1 workers in the sugar plantations —some
free, and others indeniured—and they are, taken a9 &
whole, decidedly inferior to the more proaperous class
of Indians familiar to people outside Natal. To the
eye they appesr most meagrs - indeed, cmaciated ;
their legs are were sticks, butthe way they are roarching
on the starvation rations_proviled shows them to be
particularly hardy, as indeed does the kind of work
they performed in the collienes  'The istions referved
to are a 3¢, loat of white bread and s handtul of
sugar per day per man.  Notwithstanding the srduous
and seemingly tutile effort on which they are engaged,
and the smail amount of ivod provided from day to
day, the marchers were, at sny Tate before the ran
came, most cheerful and docile. Mr. C:andhi 1 looked
upon with absolute veneration, and 13 habitually ad-
™dressed as Bapoo, signifying jather  Nearly everyont
has & small pack--contxining all his belongings—to
carry. and, while sume are in Europeao dress and wear
boots, most are swathed, as to the lower part of thetr

1o loi like the Mozambigue wine-boys
wear on lhe Kafd, of brighter colouring.
Many have long matted hair.  With the marchers there
remain barely a duzen women, but it 13 8 common sight
to see small boys carried on the shoulders of their

g mach { the 2,000, some 1,500 walk
in little groups of stragglers within two or three miles.
There is & band of about a bundred tollowing about »
day’s march behind. _According to Mr. Gandbi's own

ip mAK.baown bsd
cbaracters, but he is conhdent his presence will
suffice to prescrve order. Certainly. the mounted
police accompanying the procession have thus {ar had

a sinecure.
Mr. Gandhi at Work

The special correspondent of the Swaday Times,
writing from Volksrust belore the march cowmenced,
thus describes & scenc of the campeign - —

Mr. Gandhi { found in the evil-smuiling backyard
of a tin shanty st Charlistown, & dorp about halt the
size of Volksrast, situsted on the lower slopes of the
historic Majuba mountzin It is the first station across
the border in Natal.  The redoubtable Gandhi sat in
an outhouse on an upturned milk case. Belore him
was 8 roughi deal table, and at his side were twelve
sacks containiag 500 loaves of bread.  On the wbie
was a large enamelied basio full of coarse, white sugar,
and standing round in the shed and yard were sundry,
ovil gal-vanised bip-baths, full of an unssvowy cos-

coction which 1 ook to be soup. Clad only ia his
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3 l : eonm ‘ inflow of indentured labour from India-

e ‘E""b"‘“- CoLumns :— - Page | that we find here about the Indian ,’ posa
P é’d‘" :f’;m‘:(’—;’ng:‘;’ . 7 Ssg ’ being an undesirable citizen is largel)f ('
Seccond Storm Repont™,., - ... 500, | hypocritical o selfish..  We had a
. ARebaff -t e T 506 ‘striking corroboration of the deduction !

o Omuﬁxy:cqs:—_-- e to' be made from the above figures | cyen
o ‘Im:é}lhn:’n- tive c?‘"“", ?;g in; the observatiqns recently  made |

‘. Preference and Postry 557 | by His Excellency the Governor of | ;

p » . Sir Edwin Arnold Memorial Fapd . 501
S The Word **Coolic ™" - L8 E o X |
pdnl " - Indians and Taxation . = 508 | of the Agricultural Show, when he |
: The Ramayana e T Ll o8 i ; ist
The I ndiln,in S.A: | 300 | stated . that the Indian agriculturist |

Indian Afisirs in Natal Pasfiament.| sog | was indispensable for the development !

Natives and Land .

ok aveskly London Letter . """ 511 | The Protector is very muh dissati.

-~ Indisns in'the Transiaal | 512 | fied with the working of the law as 1o
e . g - — | the polltax and re-indenture. He | being
gmuu mpininn states that the law. is very much | work,
—_— . ~—— | evaded, and that it bas failed in
- SATURDAY, 5TH Aug, 1903, inducing the time expired. Indian to their-
- = : ; retum te India. -Many of those who

there

men and’ 345 w‘oxpeb.oomplcteﬁ thejr | above

So “, - dssed bis. yearly report” ending . gist.|
Sl December last, As'a coptemporary |-

this number only 137 men, and 3z

. states, theaigqut' i belatéd, &8 are
. 1 ' women paid the tax, and 170 inen and | lives o
o - Nataby conséguemly’ghe‘rejsno doubt ; j

>

'is this to bé wondered at’  The poll- g’ annual

“promptly. . The' present report is a

- L interest in that it hrows 2 good deal

t

utes a source of irmritation @1
tured “Indian. It levies from othets)

LB e - s U 4’,,.',__”%.\.. T e e L e - —*—~~~w-~«3\:“¥f~;§g—%‘% 4
. (T Pu@nix, NataL, Saturpay, stir AUGUST, 1908, \ No. gr

5 T B

L s g -

? in answer to questions, bave Mi&
The monl, too, is obvious. The noise i 16 consider during, the redess pro-
community, Knowing as wé do how
cager the present Ministry is to satisly
; the demands of the differen; members

next sessiua of the Natal Parliament
we are preseoted with a Bill specially

tasing the Indians, It may therefote, -
, Ry ‘ s of Natal. Cw i ideri
The Protectors Report ) of the Coast lands of Natal be worth while considering whether

any such measure. The Natives are

— , - ‘ Colany. It seems never tg have struek
- Y % S R I et o L have remained have succeeded in | he gentlemen who would specially
TR R 7( 'nde“tu:dt;;‘diaus in . | esclping the polltax. bast year 583 i 1ax the Indians that neither of the

: X -9 SIereds ho dout 105'wom¢irW¢re at the time of drawing | new law, when they become free they y
 there is not the same’interest taken in | o' pe report unaccountéd for. Nor f‘and their children bave to pay an
: kthgqrﬂ:m‘t would be if they were jssued : 3 j :

o . tax is never at any time a satisiactory | Jamentable want of knowledge
~ document - of more than- . ordinary

of\ the
‘mode of raising the revenue. . It has | part of the members, -when tbcyt)

not been a deterrent 1o settlement in | a1 kinds
the Colony, - The framers of the act | Indians ge
fdver expected any “such - result, It aet we have j

be | the free Indians (i.e, merchants, and

® contribution, and | taxation be justified ? They pay their
on the it name of share of the customs dues, they donot -
pused | ive in mere huts, Nor:do they live -
rent free. - On occasions they hagp

i

Is for specially taxing T;be Indian

theugh it may be through

inconsistent with British policy, we
Natal at the time of the opening i would not be

surprised if during the

is the slightest justification for

taxed firstly because they do oot

shd Sccundiy’mecamé it s
assumed that they do not sontribute
share "1 the  fevénie of ilie

e

feasons would dpply to the

e -' el & . ,indel’li re uxider,lbenew law. Out of Indian Communi ; The st
MR, James ‘A, PoLKiNGHORNE: has [ 0 4 I largest pan

{ of it, pays more than its fair share by
women - offered themselves  for re. I'way of hard, honest, si

indenture, - 301 men and 58 women ; that they give, in the words ol the late
! 0t reprts in | Trned to India; 375 men and 146 1 Mr. Escombe, the best years of their
©,. -most of the Government: repofts in [ - ax. and

" 8 mere pittance. - Under the
tax of £3 each. T

of proposals . for taxing - -
nerally, if they ignore - the &
ust mentioned. - As.for.

on what grounds can

avish toil, in . -

| to pay more than their Share of gy
1 10 land lords who are not aleas. o

the Indian’ community is ,  called .
" “'{upen to pay its share to the fgesersl
- | Fevenue. - But this incident raiges the . -

p | Popular government. [P

scrupuloys. - We would like Ap:know -

4. single department of Me@‘!ﬁch v

%

"question _of* non-répresentatipa o -
Indians'in & vountsy which it under .

1 hegislation or legistation that may be -
et £ y
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M. H. NAZAR, Editor. ;premises that have led Dr. Pakes | will be a recurrence in Johannesbyrg,
e “— {1 his conclusion are that the first Ifnr the plague epidemic, in an altitude

Contents, - | cases were those of store-keepers, that i 50 high ss that of Johan s
) e s the  Indian store-kecpers were im- | g hardly possibly, except under the
Entrorias CoLvuns:— Vage | porting rice from Bombay.in Deeem. { MOSt aggravating circumstances.  In

ber 1903, that'they said very definitely | spite 6f his usual fairness, we fear that

Histoty of the Plague in Juban'burg 27 i
> - <o 727 0 this oriee contained rat-drop- « Dr. Pakes has failed to do justice

A Corregtion ...

~Asintica in the Cape-Cotany. 0 {9 Now, unfortunately for Dr. Pakes' | the authourities- all the information
* Dutban Town Council 129 theory, ail these premises are without | of “suspected vases, a5 also warning
{‘l‘;'dbﬁ:’;;ﬁfi:ﬁ;‘lh T I foundation, The very first mistake them of the state of the Location after
Professor Parmianand oo ;}0 { that has been committed in. drawing ! it passed ‘iate the hands of the
Durban Dist. Indian Footbiall Assoc, 731 j up the report ix to accept only the Municipality:  We feel that Dr. Pakes

Lord Selborne at Volksrust ... 729 ; possibly infected rice, { plague by placing ar the dispoast of

;l"lhe Nelson Centenary - 730 1official date of the outbreak, and | has shirked therreal issue by giving
- Plague . 732 f . . . . ) - :
fr‘w&'g“ Fival of the Fiitest 732 | 10 1gnore the whole of  the previously | extraéts from the evidence of Dr.

Our Weekly London Lelter o 733 | known history. ‘It was then contended, | Porter before the Insinitary Area

* Facts and Comments: .~ | w713 ’.indeed, proved beyond doubt, that Commission in his work as to the

CORRESPONDENCE :-m : ‘ plague had existed in johannesburg then state of the Indian Location.

Indentured Labour .., . - 731 | before the 18th. March, In spite | The measures that were. taken 1o

: L EN e - ,uf thc.‘correspmldcnce that was | eradicate the outbreak are all
& —e— e

) C Loe j brought to the notice of the plague accurately described in the report

@nbiﬂu @pi IUtI i;.gthct);rities in their official ca:)acity, in-question, and they reflect very l[:i:h

e — - — - ]L Dr.. Pakes has seen fit to_ignore | credit on the worthy Doctor” and

SA:l'URDAV, 28td Ocr., 1905. | the whole of it in his report. "He has his assistants. . The manner in which
: i B also ignored the case .of the late |the Location and the - Johannes

e

- e e R N Dr.: Marais, which points - unmistak- | Market were dealt with wasg worthy of
- H-lstOry“o‘f the: Plague in|ably to the existence of the plague: | very high praise, and it was no doubt

V JoRanneck : long before he himself succumbed to due to the energetic action taken
S Johannesburg- .. lit. The. theory, therefore, that the by Dr. Pakes and s able assistant,

S IR, S G OR plague started withfstorerkegpefs falls | Dr. Mackerizie, that the disease was
‘Tue long promised report of the Bu: | to the ground. Nay, more, the two | so promptly stamped out.

+

boric Plague that broke out in Johan-.| names. given by Dr. Pakes as those of o i
niesburg last year.is now published, It store-keepers were not those.of store. ; e
s a bulky volume covering oneé hund- | keepers at all, as we happen to know. : A COl‘l‘QCﬂOI’I

.- red” and' three pages, and containing [ The first cases, taking the outbreak .

niany charts giving & geaphic report of | as- from —the. 18th. - March, - were |y, FLotehefstroom Budget has noticed
he epi . Dr. Pakes, the author of - amongst the labourers who eame from our remarks on- Lord Selbome's
the report, has given an. immense | the mines, e .| speech wherein . His Excellency has
amount.of labour to the work, and has We should very much like: to know promised in his official capacity that -
. presented to the public a very learned | where the . information, . that rite 4 no Indians extept those who were here
disquisigion. ' The - most interesting | was” being imported from . Bombay, | betore the war will be admitted into -
g -she report must necessarily be | comes from.  As a rule, rice is Dot | the Transvaal. until the introduction
f the Plague; and while, if imported from - Bombay but - from of representative government, Qur.

5 Jai . Dr, Pakes Calcutta, and even when it does come {contemporary says : ' ‘

: ion D | from Bombay the -bags. are made | - This isa riew phiase of the * grievences,”
| up in_ Calcutta. - It is"% Sserious re- | - g isevidgntf;htheiuiﬁxdohollpoﬁq
re- | flection upion the 'Indign Go!e»inme’nt; “. which ;ﬂ.!‘ dmlhmth:o sy';

to state. that nqrgpec’;ml precautnqns, , n'din,ns already beye b’”“.v"““’h :

#re taken at Bofmbay to prevent the section of the white ion. If they

export: of ‘probably and possibly. in- s wise they will refrain, in their own

® | fected rice. Those who know anything | - interests, from forcing us to helieve that

of Indian travelling know that pre. | - aft " :

cautions taken at Bombay are’ \‘:ry .+ Traasvaal & dumping ground for Soe-
e " Therefore all-the material | -, it of indish subjec attempt 10 drive

8 ieading 1o the' conclusion | " every fadian ooy of the ¢t 16 ive.
Pak hésatriy,eda'tare]nq:? <, athe Potchefatroom policy is concene

® | the plague in_spite of rice,
“imported” by I K
Also? - For it is not to
~rice. was -for' the
tntrodueed into Johangest
Whit the real cause of
. probab

. - B ;C,""?'?Eu“‘.‘ Indians ... .. 728 [ pings, ™ and that no  special 'pre- | in_ entirely ignoring the herculean-

. . Otags ARTICLES :— - e T sautions were taken at Bombay 1o | vffonts that were made by the Indian
- Mr. Maarice Evans on Asiatics ... a5 I prevent the export ot probably and | community“te prevent an outbreak of
& Two Licence Casx . Lo 728 i i !
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NEWS OF THE STRUGGLE

R. GANDHI, accompanied by Mr, Hudree, left
Durban for the Transvaal on Thotsday by the
Kaffir Mgil They were seon off by a large
number of friends.  Mr. Budree travelled in order to
court arrest a5 & Passive Resister. At Maritzbury they
ware met by qude so Indians, who assured Mr. Gandbi
that there would be a large number of Passive Resisters
supplied by Maritzburg. They bad already started
collections, out of which over £, 7 was handed to Mr
Gandhi in aid of the struggle. My, Padamsing, who
was on the platform, decided there and then to join
the umfglc and got on board. At Ladysmith, toe,
several Indians saw;the party off, and said that they
also wots preparing to join the struggle. At Danohauser
‘s large party of Indisns was waiting 0 meet Mr.
Budree, who is wellknown there.  Mesars. Bhawani
sod Takoo joined the party as Passive Resisters. All
four wene arrested st Volksrust and, like the pioneer
party, they gave only their first names, declining, for
the time being, to give any further information about
themselves.
The Immigration Officer would not arrest Mr.

ministeation v doing what ha did.  Mr. Gandhi smd
that this was si} the better resson why, in spite ol his
identity having been disciosed, he snd his party should
be placed in charge tor declining fo wove, which thay
certainly still dul.  But it was of no avail,

The Names of the Pioncer Party

We are now in a position to give the names of this
party which was sentencad at Volkerust on the z3rd
ultima.  They are - Mrs. Gandhsy, Behen Iayakuovar
Pranjivandas Mehbta, M. Chhagnlal Gaadhi, M.
Maganlai Gandhi, Messis. Parsee Rustom)ee, Chhagan:
lal Gandhi, Rugou Govindoo, Rawpbbai M. Patel,
Maganbbai H. Patel, S.lhmou Royeppen, Masters
V. Govindrajalu, Sivpuja « Budree, Cooponsamy Moon-
light Mudaliar, Bevashanker Sadha, Gokuidas Hansraj,
and Ramdas Gandhi

The ladies were allowed to join the at le alter
great effort was made by them to take part i it. When
Mrs: Gandhi understood the masriage difficuity, she
was incensed and said to Mr. Gandhi: * Then T am not
your wife, according 1o the laws of this coufitry.” Mr
éaandhi replied thet that was so and added that their

Gandhi. o

M7, Gandhi and his. companions were very nearly
arrested st Ladysmith. The party were thirdclass
passengers and they were puit in one of the third-class
compant : s camductor at Durban, but at
Ladysmith an3{per coouu -
Gandhi to shitt Tfom the compartment he was occupy-
ing. Mr. Gandhi asked the reason for this and the
conductor said that that compartment was reserved for
Ruggopans. _ Mr. Gandhi pointed out to the conductor
labelied, that
at ‘3, and, therefore he declined to change. He
_ also poioted out to the conductor that be had travelled
in a similar third-class compartment now for over two
years ; but the cond
of the train and that his instructions must be obeyed.
Mr. Gandhi then saw the Station Master, who, instead
of granting any relief, in a somewhat rough manver
saig that he would not interfere and that the party
were bound to move from compartment to compart-
ment any number of times so long »s some accom-
modation was found for them, and that he was to obey
instructions. Disrégarding the warning of the Station
Mastes, Mr. Gandbi and his party awaited developments.
A large number of Indians had by that time congregated
an the platiorm and they were mather rager that Mr.
Gandhi should be arrested so that the question of
the Railway travelling difficulty might be to some
e pived. . Unfortunately, however, owing to the

well-aroant, but false, kindness of a friend, Mr.
Candhis identity was disclossed. No arrest, then,
took place, and the conductor told Mr. Gandhi that
be wes only carrying out the instractions of the Ad-

lheone he was occufying bad no label

children weré not their heirs, 2 Then,” she said, * fet
us go to India” Mr. Gandhi replied that that wouid
be cowardly and that it would nut solve the difficuity.
“Could I nat, then, join the struggle and be imprisoned

: waald. her abe could but that it
was not a small matter. Her health was not gbod, she
bad not known that type of hardship and it would
be disgraceful if, after her jrining the struggle, she
weskéned, But Mrs. Gandhi was not to be moved.

apart from their own convictions, just -5 sirong as Mrs.
Gndhi's, they could not possibly remain out snd allow
Mrs. Gandhi to go to gaol. The proposal caused the

. diubbio-de-

cision was based on the impuise of th. moment, they
and those who allowed them to join might have to rue
the day that it was made and acceptod Then how
could they ensure being arrested without makiog & fuse ?
They wanted tn svoid all publicity till they were safely
in gaol. Then there was the risk of the Government

.leaving them alone ss being harmless manizcs and tao-

atics. Ui, at the iast moment, they flinched, their pro-

minence might seriously damage the cause they sought

to advance. All these and several other considerations

suggested that the best course wouid be to delibesately

and openly decline to disclose thexr identity on courting

arrest. Anpd it the mave {ailed even then, they were 1o

proceed 1o Johanneaburg and ke up Hywkiog without

licences and compel arrest. Any hardship was tight

enough compared 1o that of having to bear the insult 10”
them or their sisters of not being considerad lawful -
wives of their husbands. .

ement, would pol be gainfild. j To0 TG,

&
B
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~GENERAL SMUTS AND THE £3 TAX

HS foflowing telegram was sent by the Natal |
Coslowner’s Association te the Minister of the |

Interior on the a5th ultimo : —
" Al joint moeting of representatives of cosl, rogar,
snd agricultere industries, beld this morning, Mr.
Gandhi stated that present strike of coal mines was
specifioatly due to failure of Unien Goveroment to

that the anousl tax of £3 wouid be repesled. He
states that a promise or assurance was given defipitely
to Mr. Gokhale, and that this is copfirmed by a state-
ment made by Lord Ampthill io the House of Lords,
.....and repotted in Blue-book, without reservation as to
men, women, and childrea. Mr. Gandhi states that
Indhnl will be immediately advised to resume work,
ragardiess of any other grievances, as so0n as Govern.
wment give assurance that they will carry out their
promise. . After hearing Mr. Gandhi, the wmeeting

resolved that the Linion Governmant be asked fo say

owhether they gav: assurance regarding £ 3 tax men
tioped by him, and as confirmed by Lord Ampthill in
the House of Lord: whether n|d assurance applied
tomun.nomcn,

the reservatiops, if any ? The -'eetmg v&ld be glnd
- to koow, also, what the preseni intentiods ol the
turemrq;nd to tax ot £3. !n view of

the extention of
for imipediate intormation for guidanc '
meeting to be coavened immediately luch reply is

ncuvod.” .
The Minister’s Reply

regard to your telegram, Government never gave such
plminnxr Gandhi alleges, either to Mr. Gokhale
Igybody slsewhers, Mr, Goklnle u mtgn\ev mlb

lppulol'£3hxluﬂ:h. i :
tax was unimportant {rom revenue pomt of vxaw, but
-was jmposed a9 matter of policy i Natal. Goverament
" 3ol if they bad o objertion on-gounds of poves
i no on nds o licy,
Coveroment would take question ofg::egl into t‘:ovog-
able eoandentlb’ 0D, G;‘mt‘:}mem bc;‘me:lbc out their
promise by consulting Natal members, ¢ rit
dwm objected ise than

sfocling wometi gad children.
ﬁanuoﬁqﬂmpmmwe of affairs would
digester, with consequences which nooe
Gan forasee, and wre not disposed to consider it.  With
pel of taz is an after-thought, and s
Wmmﬁm!‘mlhdum,m'hom the real
grounds on which he has started his passive resistance
movement, aad which oever included this tax, do not
s

oo 0, o0 U Bz .

Speech by General Srouts *

Goneral Smuts addressed a meeting of the South
African Party at Pretotia op the 28th ultimo and in
the course of s spesch, which =as delivered in Dusch,
be 18 reported to bave said that the Indians, beibg
incensed at an old Natal law under which they were
originally satished to live in that Colony, also had
recourse to strike methods. There was no hope for
the Indians, but every risk in steps of that kind. It
was said that the Govenmrnt bad promised Mr. Gokhale
to repeal the £3 tax, but he amphatically denied that.
The Governaint had told Mr. Gokbale that Gecally
the tax was of little account, tngt it had been imposed
23 a matter of policy, ‘and if the Natal members of
Parfiament did oot object to the repesl of the tax, the
Government would consider it. Thoss members, how.
ever, had decidedly objected, and the Government had
consequently kept all it ever promised. The Indians
were beiog misted, and any Government worth its sait
would put its foot down when attempts were made &2
every turn tp coerce the public, because these could

ead to revolutions 1n the long run. He sgaip

warned the Indians in Natal, that they were going the
wrong way.

Gcneral Botha Supports

g at Nylstroom, said that be

»Gokbate. He ovly

vmhed to say that hc agregd -uh and endorsed every

word spoken by Mr. Smuts in regard to that interview,

undmre%l;dtowhn took place. * At aoy rate,” ssid

a, “ we shall do nothing by which your

Municipality who, in their address to Geoeral Boths,
had urged the Government to take up a strong sttitude
on the Asiatic question.

< lw-:-n-——-"

Upon the publication of Mr. Smuts's statement ro
garding the L3 tax, the Natal Indian Associstion
lclegmpbedufoumto Mr. Gokhale, at Poona :—

“ Government deny having given ypu undertaking
repeal tax. Please cable.”

Mr. Gokhale replied as follows .-

* Definite assarance repeal tax. Asked for the
aathority to mske an announcement. The Ministars
said it was Decessary to mention the maiter at first to
the Natal members, and suggested 1 should merely
state that Mioisters had promised most favoursbie
considenation.”

A Bresch of Faith

The iollowing resolutions were adopted unanimously
&t & meeting on the 79th ultimo of the Natal lodisa
Associgtion 1

“The
trom the

| Indisp Association, having received
Mr. Gokhale a digtingt reaffrmatiop of
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THE ARREST

"H‘HE usual caln: of Pheenia Settlement was, 3 few
days ago, disturbed by occurrences which will
leave & lasting impression upon the minds of
those who witnesaed the scenes. Hundreds of indian
strikers sssembled on the grounds, sceking food and
ion. They lormed themsaelves inte camps here

and there about the place and at some of the houses.
During the early hours of Tuesday morming & contingous
stream of men, women and children could be seen
coming into the grounds, carrying with them their very
household belongings. Io many cases they

carried nothing st all, and presented a pititul sight.
They sought s place of sefuge, awxy from the harassing,
— i Bot actual ili-treatment, of the estate managers and
the police. They were 2 peaceful and good-oatured
crowd and it was difficult to imagioe that they would
ever be otherwise, were they treated 1n a sympathetic
and humane manner. In looking at these people one
became more and more convinced that the disturbances
reported in the newspapers, and which have resulted in
the death of many Indians and the ivjury of hundreds,
could only have been caused by force and violence on
the part of those wha professed to be their protectors.
About 4-30 p.m. the news flashed round-~the police
are coming ! 3 i
the pecple and ¢t
gway. Lieutensnt Clark, sccompanied by the estate
and & force of mounted-police, armed with

stout sticks and revolvers, came up to the press build-
: ing, where the .
ceeding, aod inquired for Mr. Maganlal Gandhi. He

: 2t once came forward and he was requested by the
officer to ssk the people to return to their barracks
il said that he would like first to speak

that ld nt do that, as Mr. West had been
arvested and had already left in & wotor-car in charge

of detectives. Lieut, Clark said that he had instructions
to send the people to_their respective estates. He

] oteed theat fu -
5 g‘nmained peacefully in their bamacks and

- he requested Mr. Maganial to explain these in-
i structions to the people. This Mr. Maganlai did
in Hindustani, When one sturdy fellew among

the crowd persisted in his charges of rough treatment
in the barracks, Lieut Clark emphatically repeated
the promise of protection, through his own interpreter.
The people shortly a&ewagrsqu to move away
from the and there was not the slightest dis-
“torbance. Before he weot away Lieut. Clark thanked
Mr. Magaoia! and assured him that protection would
. be given to these people if they remained quietly in

= gycks.  He instructed one of his officers, who
_awas in charge of a patrol camp in the adjoining wattle
%wm&;&mﬂ&cmay o heer

*
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vhey waited without attempting to gy‘
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OF MR. WEST

complaints, 1t any. 20d o prevent pouple congregating
on the property.
My West's arrest was sccomplished in quite ap ossy
manner. e had just gope howe lor a few mioutes
snd was « hatting with his wife and & fend when the
motor was heard near the bouse. Mr. West immediately
went outside and met Detectives Elton and Walker
who stated that they held a warrant for his wwest.
They asked their prisoner to enler the c&r at once aa
they were anxinus Lo avoid & collision with the people.
ey argued that, if the peopls sew Mr West arrosted,
it might cause them to make » serious disturbance.
He theretore soceded to thewr request, dressed ax he
was iu his ususl attire consisting of shint, calico trousers
and sandals. He was allowed to casry with im a suit
of clothes. Mr. West was taken direct to the Durban
Gaol and put in & cell at 5-30 for the night ; no food
was given to him until six o’clock next morning when a
native warder pushed in a tin of mealie pap and some
dirty white bread A taste of this wretched stufl was
sufficient. Mr. West made s complaint 1o the Gaol
Superiotendent and was curtly told that oo food was
issued after the evening meal hour~five o'clock.
Whilst standing outside the Goveroor's office Mr.
West noticed how insolently the native warders acted
P¥Pirds Indian prisoners. One native came up 1o
some lndisn prisoners standimg near him and took
from one of them his cap aod coolly wiped his greasy
| bands upon it and sfterwards cleaned his knob-kerrie
b -was &_Buropean official giving
They were asked
t{ace and becanse they did pot
d, and stood io the wrong
and swore loudly at them. A
rikers had that day completed

orders 1np EDgH

to libe up in a certain p
understand what he sai
place, he lost his temper

O
——

the yard, each ng )
sacks on the ground and 1
clothing. As the contents of the sacks w

dirty sack. - They emptied the
saw thst these contained their
ere etptied on

which_lopked
like lime. Their clothing was “wifh this staff
and it was impossible for therm to shake it off. They
had to change their dress i the open ytrd.

Before the Court

Mr. West was brought before the Varulam Magistrate
on Wednesday and charged with harbouring Indian
immigraots. The Public Prosecutor applied for &
remand for a woek. Mr. E. H. Britter, who
for Mr, West, asked the Magistrate to fix bail The
Prosecutor objected and said that, ss the sccased was
charged with & very sesious offence, especially in face
of the present critical state of affsirs, the 3
should seriously consider whether it was advisable to
sliow Mr. Weat to be at liberty. But at say mte 09
mwuﬁmmeMm
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1 i with mmism fipad:!?
ﬂ.g““'y Toweis into tweeinch
; provilen with bis thumb in the vontre
ﬂﬁmbﬁduntﬁmgum e bowl st b
M,MM;&mmwmmnw qurae of
, whe were ademittéd to the yard in hadches of

k bis plan of cam o we in porfert

and-celtored Eaglish, ime 3. bt rerumries with

.. - Innpied references to * Gladstonian Libermlism * (this

- wan a amiack at Geaersl Smiuis) snd other recondits
wbiacts.

- Mr. %dhi» Sentenced

- Mr. Candhi war o0 the 1 13h instant rharged on three
o pounts, betore the Resident Magistrate, Mr. | W. Cross,
1 -of Dundee, with inducing indentured immigranus to
Y leave the Pumncc The court was crowded with In.
* _m any Buropesds. Mr. W. Dalrell Turnbull was
specisily instructed by the Attorney General to appear
ot the prosecation, snd Mr. Advocate ] W. Godhrey
for My, Gandhi.  Mr. Gandhi pleaded guihty

to the charges.

Mr. Turmsbull read the u«cuon and left the matter
in the hands of the Magistrate.

Mr. Godfrey stated that he was under an obligation
to the defeodant not to plead in mitigation in any way
whatsoever. The circumstances which had brought
Mr. Gaodhi before the Magistrate wére well known to

- - all persons, and he was only expressing the desire of

. <d  the defendant when he stated that the Magistrate had
& duty to perform, and that he was experted to pertorm
that duty fearlessly, and should therefore not hesitate
1o impose the highest sentence upon the prisoner if he
felt that the cirtumstauces in the case justified it.

Mr. Gandhi obtained the permission of the Coun,
and made the tollowing statement :—As a member of
the prokwon, and beiny an oid resident of Natal, he
*thought that, in justice to himselt and the pubhc, he
shobld state that the counts against hitn were of such

& nature that he took the responsibility 1mposed upon
bim, for be belisved 4hat the demonstration for which
thm le werd

y object.
had pothing against the employers, and regretted that

+  Inthis umpmgn serious Iossct were being caused to

:# down his countrymen, and thould bc remowed " He
also felt that he was in honour bound, in view of the
puiuon of tbnhp between Mr. Smuts and Professor

bibu inarms. On the whole, he felt hehud not gone
beyond the principles and honour of the profession
of which be was & member. He felt that he had only

' done his duty i it
until the tax were

ag
;‘removed, to leave work and subsist upon rations
obtained by charity. He was certain that without sut-

llnn‘ xtx not possible for them to get their griev-

5 m Mme then addressed as follows .—In this

; case the :accusod had pleaded guilty to the three
(-2 counts, and the section of law under whieh the accused
= 'ndmpdmdehun habhmnﬁngfq_)gg__(gi_r%h
i.-_!_ip_mt attempted to induce, or induced, 16 Teave
“the Pravince. Mr. Gandbi was an educated gentleman,
‘and bad the distinction of being & member of the legal
m;nd'blmhehlddone he had done
pawledge of the conssquences of his act.
e Magistrate then referred to the conditions under
% .. which: indhm were brought into this Province, and
L4 ﬂnmﬁq had agreed upon lor remaining here
~ . after the expiry of their indentures. He also referred
to the contention of the Indians regarding Mr. Smuts's
alleged promise to the Indians. The Natal niembers
Pwrliamen: had consented to the tax being remored

Tlhe Gaversmest's position was thal, s iong a8 the
shﬂkmmm And ail the time

He felt that he should Qay that he 1 A“eged l"-tmtment on Mines

whpc‘n had been prorlnmed as a gwl und ;urrounded

m@feﬁrﬁ&ﬁﬂ!ﬂ@ﬂ&' m eggh‘%é;m. bat st
the mgal. Thr {ovmnms . thernfore, st broke
“Taath wigh the Iodiens and he bcéw-gi thie was the -
gremud upon which Mr. Gandbr bad edrissd the In
fians o stvike.  Te mfike was 1o dely fhe lew, and

Indigns Were out on strke, 1 was 3m§;mz‘?k: tor them
g consider apy legislation regarding repesl. The de-
fendant was by s thoostening « 1)30&, asnly bringing
rination to the men and harshorm upon themasives,
He therelore adwasd the Induang 1o gop the passive
resigtance, nd make repfeserdations to the Governgeent, |
He siso behinved that the Indians were alienating the
sympithy of the Euwmapedns who were 8t one with the
Indians in requesting the Government {pr the repeal of .
the rax. It was. g paioful duty to pass sentence upoon
the conduct of a gentleman like Mr. Gandhy, upon the
deliberate contravention of the law, Lut he bed & duty
to pertoree, and Mr Godirey, bie coungel, 2% aake 3
him fearlessly 1o perform that duty. The accused
having pleaded guilty, he (the Magisteate) pecepted
thn( plea, and passed the following sentences -Count

£,2v, or three mooths’ wmpnsonment, with hard
Iabnux Count 2, £ 20, or three months’ imprisonment, -
with hard !n}mm, 1o take effect upon the mpimtion of
the sentence In resperct to Count 1, Count 3, £ a0, or
three monthy’ tmpnsonment, with hard labour, this to
take eflect upon the exparation of the septence imposed

m Count 2
Mr. Gandbi, in a clear and calm vouce, saad @ 1
_elect to go to gaol.”

A large crowd of Iriends waited outside 1o see Mr.
Gandbi come out, but for some uasccountable resson
the police took the greatest pains to ensure secrecy,
and no one knew how he was taken away.

His coungel wisited him later, and, through him,
desires it to be stated that he was cheerfu! and con-
fident, and sends as his message 10 the strikers ths
following © ** No cessation ol the sinke without the
repeal of the 73 tax. (he (wovernment, baviog -
prisonment -me, can. gracefully make€™a decinrstion
regarding the repeal.”

; .&tuﬂﬂa Sy w s S iﬁ.;g.'_“ !hﬂ& 4 ]
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The Indun Association received telegrams from New-
3 men 0o the Ballengeich mine had
“onseqilenice of their refusal
Some were unconscious. The Ballangeich gz

to work.
men were charged belore the Court and 5o were sen-
tenced to three months hard labour and 136 to six

sent to Mwubur

by a fence ol wire netting.
From Dundee a telegram stated lhnt thete were alle-

""" i € FCAAMIbvet- -
Burnside by native police, immgatcd by and in the !
presence of the compound manager of the S.A. Colliery %

who with the police actively asssuited the men. One e
woman was in hospital and others were seriously injured.
Similar complaints were hourly multiplied from all the

mines, T
The Indian Association wired to the Magistrate at iy
Dundee, to investigate the matter anpd permit a repre- i

sentative of the Association to be peesent. The Gov-
ernment replied stating that the inquiry would be made
but not agreeing with the latter suggestion.

A further message states that Mr. J. W, Cross, Dundes,
and Mr. D G. Giles, Newcastle, Magistrates, warned
Indians refusing to work that they would be starved
and therealter mercilessly fogged under gaol regulations
into submission and lorcibly driven undergrouod with
the lash. Hundreds of Indians on the Ballengeich,
Navigation. and Cambrian mines are flogged and sbot
at. Two bave been wounded., The Magistrates refuss
protection. iodians leaving the mine to complain ‘to
the Magistrater will be shot s escaping prizoners,

-
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The Owner of Tolstoy Farm
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WHERE PASSIVE R:ESISTERS FOUND A HOME '’
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.

The Indian Mass Meeting

Held at Pretoria on the 31st July which decided to continue the Puassive Resistance crusade against the Asiatic Act.
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Tuax Liate M. S. NAGAPPAN,

Discharged from Gaol June 3oth, 1909; covered with weals and suflering
from pneumonia diagnosed as fatal ; died July 6th, 1909.
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Natal to the Rescue !’

Mr. 8. J. Randeria Mr. M. C. Anglia Mr. H. L. Joshi
Mr. Parsce Rustomjce Mr. Dawad Mahomed Mr. Adam H. G. Mibhome

( Capetown.)
Some of the leading Indians who have proceeded to Johannesburg to assert their rights.
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Indian Stretcher-Bearers

Tue Indian Strétcher-Bearer Corps
‘that was raised, now over a month ago,
has been disbanded, and as our corres-
pondent states, Major Buntine ex-
pressed on behalf of the Government
grateful appreciation of its work. - As
our-columns have shown, during the
month of its_existence the corps was
¢alled pon to do very arducus_ and
fesponsible work, requiring the exercise
of judgment and intelligencc. The
bearers had to do the work of dressing

wounds, ‘marching ‘with - -mounted-

troops, and carrying stretchers through
8. country which, as’ the Governor

of Natal has recently pointed out, was-
tegarded as inaccessible. . The men:
were unarmed, and yet they had to-

Ince the dangers of war. and.at one

titié bad to perform their- march wiih
gakix. chuirge to Maptimulo without any |

rm at all. " All this would do: credit
any body of men. .~ - -
And yet,swhen one thinks of the

-|is Beneficial Occupation ?

» - sirable at the present time. -
| the course of his remarks, he says:—

! assumed a serious aspect.” And hadthe
! Government accepted the offer there
) and then, and enlisted a corps of two |
i hundred Indians, they would have, it
!is now ackvowledged, rendered very ;
| useful servige. In any event, the fact |

! that th¢ Indian volunteers went without |
- any pay from the Government is with-
; out a parailel.

. 'The importance of the work of the |
! Corps, however, lies in the fact thatit

| represents pioneer work, and ought to

lead to the formation of a permanent :
body. The Government, in their letter

of acceptance, seem to have mid or
tmplied as much Indians are pre-:

Such 'is the universal experience of the

military authorities in India If, there- }
fore, lndians were encouraged ‘to
volunteer for such work, the Govern- |
ment would- be utilising a hitherto ;

invite the Government to consider the |
question of permanent Indian
teering.-

What

volun- )

the land, is to make an invidious distine.
tian, which I rannot sccept. We are ob-
liged in this Colony to make race distinc.

* tions, and pess class Jegisiati Rut 1
think it a mistake to do sa, except when
absolutely necessary.  The Bill ignords ali
the careful cekivation depe by Indian ten-
ants, a certain amount done by natives,
and all fut may he dome by a coloured
perion who woukd pot come uonder the de-
huitiva of a Esropean. I am anxious to
sce the lands in the Colony occapied by-
Europeans bat I eannot a defini-
tion which does not allow the highest cnl-
tivation by thase of otber races to coant in
the eye of the law,

Mr. Evans might have added that 2%

i the Bill, so far as Indians are con-

cerned, will punish a people whoss

eminently fit for ambulance work. { presence is considered to be absolutely ™

necessary for the Colony's welfare, It
is to be hoped that, if not the Legis-
lative, Assembly, the Legisiative Coun-
cil will unhesitatingly reject the
unholy proposal so vigerously and

neglected military asset. It is for the. " ightly condemned by Mr. Maurice’
-leaders of the Indian community to;

vans.

IN VIEW OF THE RECENY DECISIONS
- of the Supreme Court

Transvaal of the Transvaal on
Permits - the Peace Preserva-

I tion Ordinance, it is
&

necessary still further to examine the

| legal position created by those decisi-

tions. The dismissal by the Supreme

THE Select Committee appointed by | Court of the application by the Ar-

which is” published in the Government |
Gazette of the 17th instant® The |
Report is not unanimous. - Two in- |
fluential members of the Committee, :
Messrs. Evans and Walker have pre- |
sented a minority report. - The draft '
Bill submitted with the report of the |
majority TEiins -the -artificial de- |
figition. of * unoccupied Jand,” and |
condemns Indian occupation as non- |

beneficial-—a_feat that is capable of !

performance only in South Africa. It
is disappointing to find men like Hon.
Sir - J. L. Hulett and Col. Greene ;
associating themselves with an attempt i
to put a tax upon & man because’of the |
colour of his skin. Messrs. Evans and
Walker, therefore, have, in our opinion,
rendered a service to the Colony by |
boldly dissenting from” the immoral !
policy enunciaied by the majority:
of their colleagues. ~Mr. Walker, who.-
tents himself by stating that ,
The #@vidence laid before the’ Committee
indicated that the question of coloured oc.
. cupation would have to be considered,
which mast Jead 3o discussion most unde-
* Mr. Evans is clear and emiphatic. 1n
" To ais F i, -
“hl::.‘ 3 doue in the Bill, that any
amt, hbwever

the Nafal Legislative Assembly to !
report upon the Unoccupied Land : ! d = .
Tax Bill has now issued its report, | in that case undecided. Whilst there-

is rather unnecessarily cautioqu\i,_cpn-; !d‘i’l‘;"b‘*m&?mh pire
tion law bears out the whole conten-

torney-General“for a review of the
Bhyat case leaves the guestion raised

fore the Magistrate at Volksrust is
bound by his own’ decision, and to
recognise the Datch Registration Cer-
tificates as equivalent to permits, we
bave no pronouncement from the
Supreme Court endorsing the magis-
terial view. And in the face of the

contention, raised by the Attorn
one br

General, the state of the law is

painful uncertainty to the Indian re-

fugees. Qther magistrates may utcon-
sciously attach weight to the argu-
ment “advanced ' on behall of the
Crown. It may then come to -

that - an Indian holding the Dutch
certificate may safely re-enter the
’;;’r;ns;ml thlrongh Volksrust, and an-

v, equally - qualified, - passi
through, say,"Kommtie Poort, may gg

.prevented from 88 doing. Not even -

_the mbst violent anti-Asistic would,

we presaie, be able to justify such.a

tion. of the- Indian community. Can
spinit’ in the’ ¢nforvement of the
Peace Preservation Ordinance ' and
Law 3 of 188527 We trust: that the
ever- British Indisn Associz-
tion. will invite His

Excellency's an-
swer-to the query, Nl

"
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-mm how scrupulous the popula-
$fon. of Johanacsbur;, is in its efforts -

oieparate the sheep from tae: goats,
hat native servanis are to be seen on <
: reserved  “coloured ” trailers- -
with  their - European masters’ and
! mistresses’ children alongside of them *
The unlortupatc )oungsters. .

TuE CoNsTITLTION Comuriiee: Iy
- will be remembered that the addendun)
to the Statemengeof Gricvances suh.
mitted by the British Indian Associa-
tion to the Constitution Comniitte
enlarged upon the manner An which
the dlﬂ'erent political parties proposed
deal  with the ‘question
Asiatics in the new Colonics, and
partrcularly in the Transvaal. On the
- the 1st mst., a deputation of miners

waited - R “the  Committee, and
amongst oflér demands forml'lated by
them, fing weree made : (a)
No Asi allowed to enter the

i unskilled labourers -
" {b) no at ! business, traders’, or
hawkera licences to be issucd to fsia.
fics. A very prétty programme indeed,
hyx one which I doubt.will commend
itself to the favourable consideration
e{ LComniissioners whese training has
not numbed their sense’ of Imperial
responsxbliuy, and whose pnhtw s are
not. of the .“jarish punip " order;
. &s Mr. (,alqahoun has_dubbed those
_; of the majority of the British settlers
_inthe @ Agncander Land.”
¥ ¥
3 wa C0\umm
we ruins of Rhodesia have, for some
time past, caused much 5pu:ulatum
Mnongst scientific men_ as to- their .
tigin and _to the. reasons. for ‘their
: : Mr Hali," the’ well-known
i adwmud the thz.or)
heenicigng were the authors
‘temp!es, and thas they were

‘The cngm tura o{ the»ﬁrst g‘Id
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“veniences and injustices due

A the Gencral Dealers Pm

,onfen.nce to be held nextyear. The .
Zimes” bas recen tly  supgested that
India be also mr‘]dd« d \mu‘ ust the
< territoriestepresented, angt bat, o that
eventuality, - the Irinee Ministor him
seif should preside. It 1 eseellent
suggestion, and one. fraugin xx.th enor-
mous 1)’rss1b|htlu Wili Iz dia consent
to thc unorcwu.nt of sthe restrictive

vl panik
Lery oot
e hoped

'_(r:,>s i"( ; m‘d .-
of the | mp“t‘ : 2
poirt, and it is devour]y to

“that the sug, 'e‘t; on of thL Loy i}

be l)romptlv ot l Lpun
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Im l’l RMIT OFprer Inf. srnation
has come to me that lha WGENIGY of
the Asiatic Departuient is not sms»
factory. to those whose sm fortune gt
s to be brought Jinto ' vontact
with that Government “o Con-

plaint is made that applicans are fre:

“quently abiiged to wait for d |)s [

gether be‘for( thr ir mrds are ended
to. inconve-
anu. is causte d, and mu'h Jrritation.
Maorcover, there is great reluctance on
_the pari of witnesses to apprar for the
purpose of assisting 1o citabifh (or
otherwise) the LI'IL'L\ of anglicant re-
fugees for adniittonée, “oving to the
intolerable delays  that caustid
them by their bunf "y S await
the convenience of e ¢ - and
to their bemgtrcated, asdtis Clleged, |
as though thev had some « rmnml in-
tent, . It is a common caise r)f( om-
plaint that the Asiatic. Department’s
customary method s to reverse the

S

ordinary. l»rmsh habit: of regarding -

every man inngeent until he is prou.d
guilty. - That is‘ancther of ihe incon.
to class
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was closcly associated wiih
Gandhl during the Mahalma’s

|

!

|

" The late Mr. J. D. Lazarus, who
stay In South Africa.

HE WAS

HOST TO
~ GANDHI
1IN S.A.

“Leader” Reporter
NE of the most well
known and respected
figures during the Passive Re-
sistance Movement led by
Muhatma Gandhi at the turn
of the century was the late
Mr. Jasudnson Dossen Lazarus,
the ploncer Indlan education-
ist who died last week at the
SILQ%MHH" Hospital at the age

[} ) i

In fact, during the mirer’s
slrike in  Northern Natal
around the years 1813, Mr.
Lazarus met Gandh! and act-
ed host to him. Gandhi, spent
many days at his humble 3-
roomed home  in Newcastle
where even many of the strik-
ing labourers took refuge.

In his widelyread book,
“Satyagrahs in South Africa”
Gandhl made special mention
of Mr. Lazarus who he wrote
“recelved me Into his home
with open arms.”

‘It has never becn easy Tor
friends to harbour me under
their roof,” said Gandhi, “but
to reccive me pow was lania-
mount to Inviting financial
ruln upon ouc’s head or per- .
haps even to facing Imprison-
ment.”

“Poor Lazarus would sacris
fice some wages If it came to
that. He would be willingly
cast Into prison.” A

“He not onlg' sheltered me
but he devoted his all to the
cause. M{ stopping there con-
verted his house Ilnto a cara-

- vanseral. All sorts and condi-
tions of men would come and
go and the premises at all
llmes;would present the ap-
pearance of an ocean of heads.
The kitchen fire would know

. no rest days and pnight.”” -

i «Mrg., Lazarus would drudge
like a‘slave all day long, and

. yet her face as well as her

i husband’'s would always be 1t

| up with a simple as’ with per-

! ;pelusl sunshine” =~
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MARIAM & MAHOMED v. TMMIGRANTS 383
APPEAL BOARD.

The following statement was filed by the Board : —
SPECIAL CASE.

In the matter of an appeal hefore the Immigrants
Appeal Board, sitting at Durban, of Mariam, an Indian
female, born in Iundia, and her child, Malhomed, the

Mahommedan wife and son respectively of Ismail Suli-
man Bulla.

FACTS ADMITTED.

1. Ismail Suliman Bulla.is a person exempted by
paragraph (f) of section 5 of the Immigrants Regulation
Act No. 22 of 1913. P

2. Prior to the year 1912 the said Ismail Suliman
Bulla contracted in India a marriage with vune Aisa,
under tlhe tenets of an Indian religion.

3. On the 15th April, 1912, the said Aisa arrived in
Natal with her husband, the said Ismail Suliman Bulla,
and remained in the Province until 1913..

4. During the period of her residence in Natal the
said Aisa bore to the suid Ismail Suliman Bulla a female
child Khatija. : :

5. In the year 1913 the said Ismair Suliman Bulla
took his wife Aisa and child Khatija to India.

6. In the year 1914 the said Ismail Suliman Bulla
divorced his wife Aisa, according to Mahommedan Law,
and subsequently married the appellant Mariam in
India,

7. That the divorced wife Aisa and her child
Khatija are both still alive and reside in India.

8. Between the appellant Mariam and Ismail Suli-
man Bulla there exists a union recognised as a marriage
under the tenets of an Iudian religion.

9. The child Mahomed is a child under the age of
16 years born of the said marriage between Ismail Suli-
man Bulla and Mariam.

10. No other union exists between the said Ismail
Suliman Bulla and any other womuan whoe now resides
in any Province of the Union.




o | GOLON‘Y OF NATAL.

ﬁ'[’.ljif, iz 1o Qf,g);ﬁfu that the person hereinafter described,
has produced evidence to my satisfaction that he has been formerly
dowiciled or resident iu Natal within the meaning of the Immigration

Restriction Act.

¢ Name ’vz‘f’rymuz,/ Lot

Nationality...

e et
+

" Trade or Profession ..

Caste [1kvlu@ara: /. Married or single .. /?’VM/%
§

Distinetive Marks . XWV /M‘d’ W N2 AR A
e Acarn. mTocole.. 05//{‘/15,‘;1

Place of Residence in Natal..d: ﬂé&....@M Az r(( %4,4/,/71,,&
' Signature of Holder / ””“VV(’ MMV"" "{2(,(// £6L B

..............

A

Left Thumb Impression : Right Thumb Impression:

O}‘JLD .................
IMMIGRATION RE STRICTION DEPARTMENT.
IR} 2 (Acwl No. 80 or 1908).
i _conmmgazeor vomows C T TR T

Wm ‘1,64,7;/,,Awwaw ho. 6179 @

- PAp—

! e




URIOU OF suUm AFRIcA. SATAL T2 TG ATION DRFARTAINT.

INMIGHEANTD APELAL, BOAR 2 OBAYAL
1ITMIGRAQTY HEQULATION scp bo. 82 of 1913,

Lppeal lo, 194,

¢ o ) File "o. 26/1720

Mr. Ismail Suleman Bulla, ,

C/o “essrs, Goodricke & Carlisle,

Bolicitors, P. 0. Box 863, LUtLiAil,

'I’his is to notiry ¥y~ that the Imxgruts Appeal Beard
will pred on ‘i‘?mrsday morning next, the .’?znd ingtent, at 10,30

o’oloclk, 1n the offias of the Frinecipal Lrmicration Cfficer,

Yoint, for tha Durpose of tha hearirg the Anveal of vouwr wife

HMADTIA, .
THE POINT, PORT HATAL, PRINCGIVAL IMMIGRATION OFFICFR

( PLOVIN.L OF KATAL L)
17th August, 1918,

OWD /M8

TO: MR. Ismail Suleman Bwnlila,

TONGAAT. . NATAL, \ -

-
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Official Organ of the Passive Resistance
Council of the Transvaal Indian Congress
«

JOHANNESBURG -

Vol. 1. No. 8.
~26th AUGUST, 1946.

Iobtmnesburg the lndxcm community gave & rousing
welcome to the Transvaal resisters who have been re-
leased from prison, on Sunday at the Gandhi Hall. Similar
meetings have been held in other centres such as Pretoria
end Durban. At all these meetings the spirit of the returned-

resisters has
brave rekisters will continue
gation and in purticular the

_repouled. Their determination has made many more men
‘end women join the resistance movement. . .

A GRAND. -
"WELCOME

’I‘he Gandhi- i-l/all welcome was
a grand welcome. ‘The Hall was
packed out long before the meet-
ing commenced. Many peopie had

to stand outside on the pavement |-

and listen ta the specches through
the microphone installed outside.
Besides the Chairman -and the
Secretary -of the Council, the
speakers were cunfmed to the re-
turned res'x_s.(cr‘ “themselves. ]

We give hére extracts ftom
the specches of our resisters who
called upon the Indian community
of the Transvaal to give even
greater suppurl m the resistance
moyement,”

MOLVI SALOOJEE: The In-
dian people of South Africa are
fighting a policy of oppression.

= qt is the duty of the oppressed

:‘lxrou‘,hom ‘the world not to ac-
‘cept oppression but to oppose

no matter what the cost. No
opprgssor can continue with his
policy pf oppression if the peo-
ple n:e and prodalm their right

OUT OF

the Indion community realise that our

to fight the policy of segre-
Ghetto Act until this Act is

jto live as free hum'm beings. The
I)a&\\\( resistance movement is a
the liberation of
people and ! am
confident that eventnally we nst

succeed.

{movement for

dur oppressed

DR. VALLABHBHA! PATEL:
Resistance
of

We

weooare

rassive ~ybodices

the  spirit the  Indian peo-

from
down-
des-

ple today . are fresh

neitlier
apitit

jadl hut

hearted nor s
troyed by the hardship and suf-
ferings we endured for the ‘canse
of freedom. In the ranks of the
resisters are people from. all sta-
tions in Jife showing that our
resistance iy, based the will
of the people and not the cr{nlion
of some agitators” .. Our move-
ment i~ growing daily

our

on

MRS. SURIAKALA PATEL:
We have accepted the challenye
of the South African Government.
Although  we  have arms - or
anmunition we are resisting the
might of ourf’ oppressors . . . -

no

JAIL....

The first Batch of 77
- Durban

Resistors roleased front
Central Jail.

eleo

Ljresistanye

|my community agamn 1

< {pared a¢ a seldier b

"We salute those who are still in
jail and put this question o cevery
Indian: “WHAT HAVE YoU
DONE IN THis NAT K()\ Al
STRUGGLE?" It is the dun? of
all of v to join this stroegle wnd
vindicate the honcur amd prestne

of wur people. -

A, E. PATEL: The hanner i
appressiot 3%
fiving high ail the world
Our leader Dr. Dadoo has taken
a mandate from the Indizn peo-
ple to lead vs under the banmer
of resistande in ilis country. He
has made a great sacrifice and:
it is the duty of every Indian
to rally to the clarion cali of re-
sistance,  ltt us remember thdt
no sacrifwe is tos great for the
price of freedom.

ENVER BHAROOCHI:
e

apainat
aver

We
are polcy
of segregution and as Lime'goes
forces ate growing., . A
dav wil diawn when uit the non-
Furopeans of South Africa will
join bands in a common strug-
gle The strupgle against the Pass
Laws und the demands of all nun-
Eurepeans for franchise will de-
Qur fight e
be one of cight million strome

fihune against

‘un

[t

velop o e own

BHANA RAVIJI:
of
have plaved a very nnportant and
leading part. " History
with pride therr contnbutien.

In this strug-

wle our  people cur womgn

will record

G. SOOBOO: !

Diurban

remaned an

wheni teleased 1o senve
wanted
to go back to juil but the Coun
cil decided . othernise I am pre-
staed b

for further orders,

4ADETERMINED TO BE FREE
These brave resisters speak d?:

langusge of peoply who are de-
termined
‘Aénp'n' 'ﬂum are sileni workers
like Mrs. P. K. Naidoo who has

served her term once more and is

1o free

prepared to lead her people into
activn again for the
freedom. On Sundaey the return-
ed resisters t‘hr'vr a challenge to
Indian the

Transvaal. It is for every Indian

cause of

the communily of
to accept this challenge and join

in this historic struggle of our

people.

@ Th‘emz

IN THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM

their people.

NEW
ACTION!

SINGH

~MR. GEORGE

Over 400 of our resisters
have been
prisonment
commenced on June 13th, 1946 .

They were charged under the

gentonced to im-

since  resistance

Tresspass Act and under l'h'
Riotous Assemblies Act but the
not

would proee-

Amatic

autborities
cute them
Land Tenure and Indian Re-

under the

presentation Act.

Now our struggle has taken
a new turn. On Monday, 19th
August, 1946, a plat of ground
Wentworth fay conrtolled

area under the Act) whs occu-

in

pied by our resistars with the
permistion of the owner of the
plot. NOW THE GHETTO
ACT HAS BEEN DIRECTLY
VIOLATED.

The first batch in thin new
action was led by MR,
(.'.l".flﬂCE SINGH, Chairman
of the Commitice of the Natsl

1ndian Congress.

the Umbijo’

Road Resistance Plot cdatinues

i Qc(upalion of

nightly.




'Ow e 2750 Jun

s possive

POLICE STOP -
STUDENTS MEETING

ALl PROVINCES

| NATAL FORMS
"1 RESISTERS’
_ WELFARE ol
COMMITTEE

Tha new organisation in fo bei
..| called “The Natal indian Congressj
i | Resisters Volunteer Corps™ ani

DR. NAICKER addrmmg nesh \,'svgreai i fl meeting.

DURBAN _WELCOM ES| i o s e T
?ﬁ USTO‘M ' EE . FROM EVERY “I‘ALK 6} LIF‘E :;{Q.T:;:“u:::n .::v:;y “:y

Fuery section of the i |sssieting in the oryanising of s

R. G. M. NAICKER prasided at a meeting called by the Passive ’_"""“ A political clazera
»

ite objects amoag others are: ta
watch d work for the welfare|,

mia

hiee 1 w this

The demsndl s ss follows:
“The extension of Sastri Collexs
; . iy o e for mors accommodutien;: stw-

In welcoming \Ir Rustoinjee. | was .the only ‘one headed by — [ 1 . e E = dents be given focities #e con-

) Resistince Council in the Gandhi Librery, Durban. on Thursda. |, 0 <srude — s
30th Jangary, to walcome Mr. 5. Rustomjee. the Joint Council delegate [ o o, el 1

to New York. werher, tvache:

tiooe the studies. mors celleges
must be provided to meat the re-
quirements and a platesa system
to roeet the immediate reqeire-

wants.

Por. Nuicker Zaluted and congratu- | wonian. Mrs. b Ban- |0
Iated him for his wogk in our | dit fouht her case ot emotiom= |0
~gause both in South Africa hy |ally, Put by presemiing the facis| .
courting igmprisonment, and 7 vr- | tairly and  squavely. She
seus by assisting India’s dc.u; wered  every :\ccum:u-n
at UNO. . - |charge.
MORAL" STRENGTH He contrasted’ the nlcnl r(‘un
Dr. Naicker said: “UNO's; deci- tiom,
sion has been of great ‘morat | 2
strength to our struggle. Tt has
unified our community and R W frorm the Tos
made stronger the unity, co-operas "l'gNmN’TCI‘iaL:'Smm'
1100 and determination of the nor- M TRaitomive 3 put
Faropean peoplémaa whole. The T ;"’ jee puinted puf
time has now tome When every Heaton Nicholls in i i
family should be represented in maneouvre hefore the v
.. tme Resistance -movenient. You peated to the delecates
matter what the deci

must oin -now as A passive Tesis-
3 j v not he binding unh'\h 5 received

£ byt
e 1 G s Ak ie v tidmpaite 0 Sovzet Paper Supports
: : Mr: \xcholls thougln that the de-
Choudree were the uther speakers
LI . cision would become a ~talomiace :
 join in the welcome.
| apd the Usion Government. coald U NG__ N U
UNO DEBATE then digregard UNO - Fat his
Mr. Rustomjee deseribed  thelown surprise UNO!
ynner workings af the Joint Poli- French-Mexican Re
tcat and Legal Cofumitrée and | twoo thirds majoriny
\ vividly. described the debate in the|  Will Mr. Nicholls and the Union i
Assembly. He said: “The achieve- Government swallow their own
Jnents At UNO are sot only a words by refusing to carry out @
mnr.d victory for us amd for] {ndin. | decision which they - themselves
Vgt for elementary buman rights | have opealy acknowledyed is "
of all penple. “ludids dele gation hind‘m; d-d:ion? "

FAREWELL MEET]NG

- . DOCTORS |
‘ DADOO AND NAICKER - %
LEA\’ING FOR "INDIA M
RED SQUARE SUNDAY, 9th FEBRUARY, at 2.30 pm.
- v L~ . Pmmnrem Spéakers: -
* IMPLEMENT UNO DECISION "
ATTEND IX TOUR THOUSANDS '
Under the Auspices of the Passive Resistance Counc'l o‘ N.L C

frllowing .

»

ezl mmg continu:
I}iy:‘a\‘lmu - nnne}
ft Yer seat to wldress

s wre g

“But times have changed. The

Ganeral Assimbly sot oaly ve- ]
fused 1o Jegalise the snneration
of Seuth Wast Africa. but sug-

gested incorporating that tersitory i B -
into the United Notions Truslee: This ‘parkiament” of the “hoe

ship syitem. - -
Anotler b !

human race’ -howaver, sufficed to

stand in 3he- way of the (ulomun(

Babits and imBeri i

of Gehesal Smuts
LR
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NACRKER'S
RELEASE

R. G. M. NAICKER, the President of the Natal inclan Congrass

is back with his pecple. His release s o hacpy event for the
quarter million Indian pecple of South Africa. This national ieader
of the Indian people led the first batch of resisters on the his-
toric June 13th when the South African Indian people declared
war on the Asistic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act.
He was charged under the Riotcus Assemblies Act and was sen-
tenced by the Durban Magistrate to an imprisenmert ot six
months and seven days hard labzur. At first the authorities
detained him at the Durban Central Jail but later he was re-
moved to Newcastle where he scrved the greater part cof his
sentence.

HI5 LIFE

Di. Naicker was born in Curban on 30+h Segtemzer 1910,
He studied in Durban at the Marine College and then proceedsd
to study Medicine at the Edinburgh University. At the University
he was elected a member of the Students’ Representative Coun-
cil. In 1932 he became a member of the Edinburgh Indian Asso-
ciation's Committee of Management and was the Editor of the
Association’s handbook from {932 fo 1934.
"° After qualifying as a medical practitioner he returned 1o
.South Africa to wolk among his cppressed people- He set up a
flounshing practice but at all times Ee remained much concernad
with the conditions under which indian people were compelled
to live in the land of their adoption and birth. He identified
himself with Indisn Welfare Organisations and rendered them out-
standing services.

CHAMPIONED THE CAUSE OF PROGRESSIVES

In the Indian National organisations he championed the
cause of the progressives. He cid not hesitate to expose the
opportunistic line the reactionary leaders were pursuing. ‘When
the Nationalist Bloc was formed Dr. Naicker was one of it
leading members and gave it valuable guideace.

He worked hard fo bring about unity between the Natal
Indian Association and the Natal Indian Congress and when
unity was achieved he with others worked unceasingly for a more
progressive policy. 4~

The old leadership of the Congress, however, failed fo realise
the tremendous support that was being gained by those who
stood with Dr. Naicker. In order to combat the policy of dis-
honourable compromise suggested by the "Old Guard”, the
Natal Anti-Segregation Council was formed with Dr. Naicker
as its President.

" "? A GREAT LEADER

The Anti-Segregation Council was voicing--the feelings of
the vast majority of -Natal Indians. As ?he-g.ui ress elections
began to draw nearer it becama abundantly cloar-that this policy
would carry the day. Despite the attempts of the Old Guard to
retain leajership against the wishes o‘pfhe indian people, the
Congress was compelled to hold the elections resulting in & com-
plete victory-for the Anti-Segregation Council. Dr. Naicker was
elected President of the Natal Indian Congress.

Dr.*Naicker is a greal leader of his people. His courageous
achtion has inspired the Indian people throfighout South Atrica to
follow the path of resistance. On June [3th he led the first batch
of resisters. To-day on his release he finds that well over 1,000
resisters have been sentenced to imprisonment for defying the
GheHo Act. ]

: . WELCOME

The best welcome the Indian people can give this great
leader is to pledge that they will continue this great resistance
movement with even greater determination until the Asiatic Land
Tenure and Indian Representation Act is‘repealed.

*




" has changed col:xsiderably.

Africa by UN.O. had H

edominantly non-European wo!

ile  the

While the people o
Union  did ~net approe foky
what South Africa sded for burl
i

non- Furopeans, 1t wits neve i
I1&vs, time 1o Te-rXamine pro

and traditional astitndes

DOMINANT EUROPEAN
MINORITY

Spcaklng on the oo
the Uninn’s population, !
mey i 1- “We have a dominant
European minority and a sub-
ordirrate non-European majority.
The relations b2tween these twp
-populations were in the past a
matter for ourselves alone, but in
this shrinking world the positiot
The
actions of any nation which touch
on world issues are no longer of
concern to that nation only.”

AN RN

INDIA'S POSITION

1ms

garded South  Africa’s  Asiatic
legislation as a slight on her nat-
ional honour.
" A DOMESTIC MATTER
“We cortend; and ¢

we contend 1

domestic
no  jurisdiction to
There bas been the @
representation shrowd
policy and legistation. We are on
our defence at the bar aF the

She re-|

it o8

WORLD OPINION
But herc again account had to
be taken of the world
ghout a white minority domiaa-

optnicn

ting a non-European majority. i

case for the £

legislation cons!_i‘tuted a tremen-
dously important task for General
Smuts.~——SAPA. )
(See Editorial Comments.)

i
i

incorporation  of 17 !
i

South-West Africa and of Asiatic ||

besriming

The explanation of South Africa'si o

Reuter,

London Meeting
to Support
Passive
Resistance.

LONDON, Thursday.

A public meeting will be held in

Londen soon in support of South
African Indian Passive Resisters

To Lead
Transvaal’s
UNO
BATCH

and Native Mineworkers.

The meeting is being organised

by the League of Ciloured Peo-

fle. — SA >A-Reuter. -

NATAL’S
Preparations

For UNO

Day Bateh
5. V. REDDY INTERVIEWED

The Passive Resistance . Coun-
¢il of the Natal Indian Congress
is making extensive arrangements
for UNO Day Demonstrations.
The . recruiting - officer of 'the
Council, Mr. S. V. Reddy, has_the,
important task of preparing the
UNO Day Batch which will con-
sist of resisters from all parts”of
‘the Union.

'RESPONSE ENCOURAGING |

Mr. S. V. Reddy informed “The
Passive Resister” that recruiing
for the UNO Day. Batch was' mbst
encouraging. The returned resistr

Mr. “NANA SITA, who 3o
abli' acted as Chairman of the
Passive Resistance Council of
the Transvaal Indian Congress
whén Dr. Dadoo was serving
his t:rm of imprisonment is to
|lead the Transvaal UNO Day
Batch of resisters. This was
decided upon at the. last meet-
ing of the Transvaal Council.
With Mr. Nana Sita will be

ers were making applications “in
very large numbers to join this
batch but- he had to limit their
‘numbers$ in terms of the decision
of the Join Council “On the
whole the people are  showing a
sremendous -enthusiasm t0 make

the UNO Day Batch the biggest

batch yet to occupy the Umbi}o
“camp;” said Mt Reddy.

B
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another member of the Trans-
vaal Council whose name will
be announced shortly by Dr.
Dadoo. The »re'-pgnu' from the
Trmlvnl/to make the UNO
DAY BATCH the biggest
batch yet sent to the front is

Mr. M. P. NAICKER, Secretary

.

The pc(-p[c‘O{ Clairwood have
r_espondcd magaificently to the
calt of resistance. ~ On October
‘léﬁt{‘ Clairwood baYe farewell to
its, twelfth batch at a meeting at-

this meedlig a very large number

T

, | very encourgging.

v

tended by over; 2000 people; At|sonment. Sinte
- .

Clairwood’s .
Magnificent
Response

of the Nqﬁél Passive_ Resistance

Council addressing one_of -the many Clairwood meetings to bid
farewell to theirsresisters. s

Clair-

wood's tenth batch consisted of

‘Oi women were I‘N,‘)'i.'nL

eleven women. Twenty-five women

irom the Clairwood distrit have

already been- sentenced ¢ tmpri-
resstince  COm-
menced.
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DR. DADOO

NR. YUSUF MAHOMED DADCO, the beloved leader

' ’ 7of the Indian people, has been released to-day. He
served his full term of three months hard labour for de-
. ® fying the Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation

Act. There was. no remission of sentence for Dr. Dadoo
because this was his second imprisonment for opposing
oppression in South Africa.

) A JOYOUS EVENT

His release. is a jovous event not only for the Indian
community but for ail the oppressed peoples and true de-
mocrals of the Union, for, he will once again be actively
i engaged in the fight for greater democracy. a fight to

- which he has dedicated his life. >
AN INSPIRING LIFE

Born on the 5th September, 1909, Dr. Dadoo has spent
the greater part of his life in the cause of his people. He
received his primary education at the Johannesburg Indian
School and then proceeded to the Aligarh University in
India. During the years 1925-27 while at Aligarh he came
into contact with the Indian free movement. He toock a keen
interest in the cnti-Imperialist struggle in’ which India was
playing such a leading part. -

Hé returned to South Africa for a briet sojourn and in.
1979 left for Edinburgh University to join the medical faculty,
In -Great Britain he took am active part in the progressiv .
movement of the day and in the very first year of his stay
in Britain he was arrested for taking part in the demonstra-
tion against the Imperialist SIMONS COMMISSION, appeint-
ed lor India. -Since he was still a_juvenile he was not im-
prisoned. .

After qualifying as a Doctor he returned to the Union in
1936 and since then the name of Dr. Dadoo has been asso-
siated with all major struggles of the non-European people
of South Africa.

In 1938 he became the Transvaal Secretary of the non-

European United Fromt, a movement in which he proved his
ability as a born leader of the people. In the Transvaal In-
dian Congress he became the leader of the militant section
known. as the Nationalist Group. )

The .authorities were quick to realise Dr. Dadoo’s in- ~
fluerice among the oppressed people’ of South Africa and
accordingly a strict é\y.l«:m:e was kept on all his activities.

In 194] the authoriti€§ carffe down heavily on him for mak-

ing an anti-Government speech. He was tried at Benoni and
sentenced to four months hafd labour which he served at

the Boksburg prison. His imprisonment made him even more
determined to take an increasingly actig parkin the strug- ’
gle for the oppressed people.

R THE PRESENT STRUGGLE

He holds a leading position in various organisations.

He is a member of the Central €ommittee and Chairman of
the Johannesburg District Committee of -the Communist
Party of .South Africa: the vice-Chairman of the National
Anti-Pass. Committee; the President of the Transvaal Indian
Congress and the Chairman of the Transvaal Passive Re-
sistaned Council.: - . CE

. In the present Res,i_s'tc'mce Struggle Dr. Dadoo was the
first resister {o be imprisqried. His imprigonment temporarily
deprived the Indian community of « gréat leader. but his
call fo action found a ready respopse in the hearts of thou-
sands. of his people. * T

. On this release Dr, Dadoo finds that over 600 resisters
have followed in his footsteps in defiance of the Ghetto
"Act: he finds the Indian people more united than ever in“their
opposition to the policy of segregation. =

We welcome Dr. Dadco and can assure him that the In-
diar people as a whole are proud to have his courageous
and militant leadership.

Knowing that their cause is just and inspired by the
courage and rcerifice of leaders like Dr. Dadoo. the Indian
people of South.A'rica are prepared to go forward fearlessly .
to,_ their geal of full democratic rights regardless-of the cost -
crtciled it cel~ving tids obftetive, ' .

B
®
Z

-
BRI P U D T

. . .
o N 3 . ¥




‘f2000000 for civic amenities fdf

" the Government on matters con-
vccrning health,

Registered at ?h’e G.P.O_._
as a Newspaper.

JOHANNESBURG.
Friday, March 215t 1947

R. DADOO and Dr. Naicker, leaders of the South Adrican Indian community. landed in India.
at Karachi, on Friday last. They were officia lly received at the Air Port by the Meyor of Ka-
rachi and the Flon. R. K. Sidvha, Member of the Legislative Assembly. A press conference was held
on the same day and all newspapers in india cat ried the news of their arrival in banner keadiines.

In.a siatement issued on their arrival they said that Generai

Smuts by his attitude encourag

- ! h
racial antagenism to grow to such)

an extent that South African Europeans were conducting a nation-

wide boycott campaign against Indian traders.

ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED

£2,000.000 AS SOP
They stated thar General Smuts
was attempting to divide the la-
dian . community by offering

Indian and by proposing to 5o
up in Inii;.m Advisory Board of
Indians and Europecans to advise
education,  social
services and housing.

.

LURING the REACTIONARIES .

They said that General Smuts
boped to .secure the co-operation
of a handful of reactiopary and
opportunist Indians and to go to
the United Nations and tell th
A bly that he had impl
its decision and that the Indians]
were co-operating with the Union
Government. ’

o
d

COMMUNITY NOT DUPED

“But the overwhehning najo-
rity of the Indian community in
South Africa refused to fall into
this trap,” they siid. They believed
that to submit 1o the “preseut dis-
bonourable offers™ would  mean
ot ounly the betrayal of  their
cause. but an insuit to the dignity
and honour of  thiir
country.

RESISTANCE CONTINUES
The South African Indians
boped the United Nations would
take all possible steps, includs
sanctions, to bring South Africa
o book if the Upion Government
failed to carry out its dacisio;
They sdded that the Soutd Afri-

can Indians would continue their

mother

passive resistance campaign.
\

PUBLIC RECEPTION AT
KARACHI
A public reception was given m
Torioanr of the South Afrie
ers at Karachi on Sund
ceeption the May
ted

SINDH MUSLIM LEAGUE
VISITED .
Reiore their departure for New
Dethi e Menday, Drs. X
and Do visited the
ters of the Sindh: Mu

fim Leagne.

it discns.

where they had imge
n il Afric

TENTIEY

i,

)

. DADOO
ER IN INDIA

From Our Special Correspondent;
b P i

AZZAM PASHA SENDS A
MESSAGE

Drs. Naicker. Xuma and Dadoo

Signing the Historic Declaration on Non-European Co-operation:

IN AFRICA
The Avro York plane whi
the Pl foutein  Airpors o
morning at 3 am wal
Dadon and Naicker reat
aftermeon A

Dr
Nairobi the same
rousing receplion
them on their arriv;
the guests. of the East
Indiun Nutienal Corzress dut
their stay there.
ternoon they adide
fered o be ham
Noroby

faater an the af
a public

meeting vonsi

west ever beld

, IN CAIRO
Soun after therr ctrval Lo
D D :

T.eapue

they vomeve
felt appre
Atvei

wi

i

Tt e T

CABLF FROM S.A TO AZZAM
. PASHA C e
W o [EXO SIS

i

; .

Tiwe
tizer

ot the

“By their stand at
Arab  States

principles

brotherhood.
eternal peace. for. which they
stand. Nothing would divert the
sttitude

- Arab states from
aod stand.”

Arah

cetriz wath

UNO

had done i

M. A NAID®

AND

R M. A. NAIDOQC, one of the represcntatives o rne Joint
Passive Resistance Council at *mr United Naticns Assembly
returned to South Africa on Monday tatt. O his artivel ot Johan-
nesburg he was welcom=d at the Paim
members of the Transvaal Indian Corgress

ance Council.
Mr. Naidoo issued the fol-
fowsng stateruent on his arrn
val —

=Smuts’ refusal to acsept the

yeedict o the United Nations
on the cuestion af race dis-
Suuth  Africa
can only be regarded 32 a

crimnation in

highly indiscreet and fatal step
tow ."Q_undermmmg the pres:
tige and suthority of an or-
ganisation which he famaelf

helped to create. R

HiGit HANDED ATTITUDE
The explanazion of this high
handed attitude can be found

RETURNS

ant so muck o Smuts pereo
nal satisfaction ¢r otherwiee in
warld
the estremely narrow

this

It would be natve to

the new vrganisation
but in
bawe af Demicracy n
counts v
er1pec: a Parbament put an

power hy & privideged ragal
munority ta endorse the Lnitsd
Nations desision withoul see-
ously upsetting the very basis

upon which 1t rests

DEMOCRACY OR FASCISM
And yrt it 1s oaly by ask-
nowledging this act that a real
lution tan be found. Demo-

To
Doctors Yusui Dadoo and Naic
iats and are aup-

ab League. Cairo

ker are C

of equality,
co-operation

their

t

more than fulfil their duty for the
human

porters of Zionist demands for a
Jewish State of Palestine and are
Arab Leagur. Thry arc
leaving for lndia via Caire this
Tuesday. Please beware
ally we bive nothing aganst then:
but Muslim interests demand that
we should cauticn you — Senders

against

Person-

De. Mabonied Munshi & Ebrabim
Dadabhay. Presudent & Secretary
of S.A. Mudim Leagues .

]

i "This
jhlatart ‘s vas completeiy ds
i v the Arab
H Dado and Suaicher

1oa.ue

{

cracy 10 South Alfrca must
either expand snd embrace all
sectiogs of the population sa
the basis of comphets equality
—-and thereby fall in line with

world democratic opinion -~ or

it must give way to even more
ruthless fornis of oppresdion.
and thus take the path of open
Fasciam.

1t is clear that the present

Govertfment  bas decided to
take the latter course. It is
equally clear that such a

course must further estrange
South Africa from the rest of
the world

Cas South Afnca afiord to
Not if she
te remain within the
UNQ and contribate her shace
towards prace  and
friendship

take this coarse?

wishes

world

A THIRD WORLD WAR

It 13 therefore Dot iacorrect
to characterise South Africa’s
present pohicy as one that runs
counter to the peace auns of
I'NO - a policy that muat
find increasing support amoay
those interests which openly
declare for agapird worid war

But the overwhalming mase
of world opinion is to-day om
the side of peace. as it is on
the side of the democratic de-
mands of the non-Ewropeans
of South Africa

STRENGTHEN FORCES
My siait to Furope
Amertra’ has  convineed  me
more than ever of the seed to
streagther thie I’or(rl working

and

for peace and democracy in
South Africa
1t is a great teshute to our

thatythe Pasave Re-

people

_tance campmign which bexan

neacly & year ago coalinues
with uadiminished vigous and
faith

By coctinuing —ur fight tar
Doy M TS LA

the sdvanced

proudly aimong

secticms ut the worki i the
strus E this world
free Tor ali mian

{onrein Alrport by leading
i the Paty've Fesist

-

¥

el N

NV
£ ke

i ]

i
1
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- 'memwam

eyes- oF nihet oppress:
Sovith Africa; striving for freedum,
are watching our movenient. They

the outeome

know that uprn
our struggle rests their destiny.
Heavy r¢ spobibilities therefore
rest on our community. We have
lit the torch of freedom. 1ts light
has penstrated deep into the
hearts of oppressed humanity. Let

us not extinguidh that light. Let | just

us not fail oppressed hamanity.”

A GROWIING AWAKENING

Rev. Scott pointed tu the grow-
ing awakening amongst the Afri-
crns  and othcr non-European
groups. He said "there has-been on
the other hand a hardening of pre-

. judice on the part of the Govern-

c0n<c.ence of our owﬂ
and eaders appear tn he so blmd«
ed by prejudics that they can oo

longer see the terrible realitios o
4

wnoin S v Adrice !
it ihe P

ement Hr non-

the st

ns owoaikd b

imoinvitimr otber

trics ¢ as America antd

ain to roiuse to purchase &

African gold or other products
fabour conditions whickh v nlm( the
Imcrn,\tum Jd tabour cade A

ln%lbt H necessary, on

changes in our socml crcnom\

A MAGNIFICENT RESPONSE

Dr. Dadoo said he was convinc-
ed the Tndian people of Soutk Af-

fnent. There are a great many is-
sues affecting  non-Europeans

rica are responding in the strug-

i Africag [odian Lon-
futive playing the game
z ernment. Their propo-’
¥ & Round Table Confrrence
is tantamount to & betrayal of the

bed by the ©
were prepared to ‘pped to India

to continue them strmgenlly Eu- Indian peapie — and a murderous

attempt on tha life of the young

ropean farmers were already feel-
Passive Reaistance struggle. The

ing the pinch. They were being
| Indian people are keen for a set-

l‘fmen( — but on the basis of the
(e pea! of the Ghetto Act.

SN Patker o the

shown that oppression .brings re-

tribution.

AT UNO.

Soiher- L anice :' i
wil ke He
amengst th mportant to-be | Uninn
1 at UN.Q. The majority of | rreate & s
m mbers ¢f the United Nations fndian people by the. use of the
will not sapport Smyts’ weak, and Communist bogey. i

: Our community is determined -
Africa’s Indian queption remains|to end oppression. We shall go
on UN.O's agendad so long will forward with confidence . . . we
South-West Africa "never be ‘in-|are re- -affirming our determina-
corpurated into the Union. tion o continue Resistance.

tactics of the

Grestues

ent in tnyng te
in the ranks of the

anjust case. Aud asgeny as South

RESISTER

 One of the  most jovable
- characters_in the Passive Re-
sistance. Movement is the el-
derly Mrs. *Laklhml Govender,
a. vidow . with five children.
She is .symbolic of the sacri-
fices made by ths Indian wo-
‘men in the present resistance
struggle. When ‘resistance was

Govender was one of the first
Natal volunteers. She went in-
to action against discrimina-
tion with the first batch and
underwent a terrible experience
at the hands of the European
hooligans in Durbsn. .

MOTHERLY CARE

Even in thgse critical days
when  resisfers wer2 being
nightly assadited at the Unmbi-
lo camp Mrs. Govendert chief
concern was not her safety.
She acted as a mother to the
first batch and xt was her pri-
mary task to see that all the
members of her batch were safe
and had some rest.

o S W W S S P e

i
S

T

When Mrs. Govender - ap-
.peared before the Mngutrate
jn Durban she was given a

of three ths' bard
labour. She served her term in’
- the Pistermarifzburg jail to-*
& with Miss Asvat. Dur-
.ing the h!ter part of Septem-
‘ber, Mrs. Govender was re-

B P R A .

launched on June 13th Mrs.,

_ Council and is once again tak-

SERVED THREE MONTHS,

A T

| A
Mrs. Lakshmi Govender.

. -

éhq is back in the ofﬁce: of
the Natal ' Passive Resistance

P

ing an active motherly interest
in her many ‘sons and daugh-
ters'"— the returned resisters.

.1 AM A SOLDIER”

When asked’ to comment on
her future activities, Mrs. Go-.
vender said, “I have no_plans
of my own 1 am mow a sol-
dier at the disposal.of th: Na-
tal Council. 1 am “prepared to
carry out any untrucuon: giv-
en to me. Until our struggle is
‘won we.have to offer all that
wo, h‘ve in this great national
cause of our pcople.

O

Mrs. Govendcr < s, not the
only one prepared To sacrifice
everything for the struggle of
‘the_Indian people. The resist-’
ance movement is' gaining in
ﬂrengﬂx and -every® day- more
and more people are joining, the .
struggle to sacrifice all ‘thex
have in order to. .win freedom
for their commmuty -

—

PIETERMARITZBURG
PLAYING ITS PART

The people of Pietermaritzburg [movement of the Indian people for
are pluyving 1‘L|r part in the re- many YERrs now. “Pietormarits-
sistance mmumnl Already over |burg is ng to play a leading
100 resisters of Maritzburg have part in vesistance,” said Ar. Mun-
been sentenced tu imprisonment | gal when asked to comment on
and more batches are being sent|the contribution of his town. “A
to the Umbilo camp at regular in- | very big majority of the 9,008 In-
! rvals from the capital of Natal | dian people of Pi-termaritzburg

MR. MUNGAL realige that our struggle is part

The Chairman of the Pieterma- of the struggle of the non-Euro-
ritzburg Council is Mr. . B. Mun- pean people of South Africa
gal who YTas just been released against the policy of segregation.
after serving one month hard lab- | They are determined to make
our. Mr. Mungal has played an im- their full contribution to this his-
partant - part f\ the progressive toric struggle.”

« =

JOHANNESBURG'S WELCOME

i
A

S

T o o

A soction of the hyge crowd .at the Indian Sports Gmuud at ¥
- historic\mesting of Sunday, 29th September. .
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GESTAPO METHODS

‘ ENFORCE THE GHETTO ACT

€ Government having failed to get the co-cperation of the |

DURBAN, Wednesday.
ndian people in makting the Ass-

tic Land Tenure and Indian Representalion Ac? work, in regard to the Land Tenurs Advisory:
Board, has decided to use Gestapo methods provided for in the Act by trying jogforce Indian
Owners of proparty to give information, according to & statement isued by the Natal Passive

Resistance Council

REPEAL TH

¥
NAZ!I METHODS Frornperpred o tlt 3 wens
The staterment continues cawvea 1o these ant 3
toOur worst fears have bern rras s opnter the Aozt o mets

Dhaed  Tre L i~ o the SRR ANY Wt nTiRebg eds

ACT

IMPLEMENT UNG DECISION
The sisgement ~onoides
“Notw in oot the tims for the
Government to wasts smergy sod

M. A |; Maer/jJoint Secrtary
of the Natal In Congrass and
luformatien Officer of the ‘Natal
Passive Redistance Council, who
Jod the batch of. Resiaters, was
samtenced to 30 days’ hard laboi-

on_the 28th, [y

r. 8. V.

Reddy, ancthar member

of the batch, was ths Receniting!

Officer ‘of the Natal Councl, a
member of t"e Natal Indian Coa-
greas and National Secretary of
the Tin Workers’ Union. He is
also a member of the Durban Dis-
trict of the Communist Pa-ty.

" ~

march
The
gents o the guise o Intormaton
fficers secompamed by the i 1D
e nmf;/ma‘m'ng sheir rounds ol
ndian property owoers and «

Lioverpment s farstans

i
jpiers in controlled areas, 1 seck

jinformation so- that they can dis-

coves .contraventions of the Asa-
tic Act” . S
The statement  emphagises that
this Wazri method of intemidaling
aur people imto co-operation with
the Government will By resent,
by all democratic and freednm Jov-
Ling people in South Africa. and
i abroad. s

mouey in trying to force the la-
dias people to work the Ghetiv
Act, but on ths comtrary te maks
“efforts to implement the United
‘Nations decision. We demand:

than mieriere the &

antd groovare bos

BARBAROUS PENALTY

Tos

©oeoreimagd e ouve

smbos arbarous an on

!’mman, deciares ¢k saremeat i “A;;‘:IA)Y ::E“(;?YA?O I:E
is 3 maxmam of one year's im- ] GETT
prisonment or f100 or boch 10 | INFORMATION TMMEDIATE -
lsddition a continving fine of {2iLY, THAT THE ASIATIC LAND
a day—alf for the innocent cﬁmc_“rmugg AND INDIAN ME.
;:L:efr:,:ngz 1 avd ,an:;'h abc(e»’z?-z PRESENTATION ACT BE RE-

ernment in estabhabing Glet-d
toes under the Asiant .\:z whith J’EAL[D AND THE DEEISION
has been (ondemped by the In [OF THE UNITED NATIONS
dian peopie, avd 2l other progres- | BE IMPLEMENTED WITH-
sive people thrughout the world lOUT- DELAY."

—

A.L MEER and S.V. REBDY
- SENTENCED

AR A I MEER, Joint Secretary of the Natel Indisn Congress,

together with Mr.

‘days' hard labour.

Mr. Meer made the foliowing
statetient to’ the Court.

*We. have been charged with:
trespass, have pleaded guilty and
are ready. to receive sentence, |
Before sentence is passed it is

_“mgicessary to place on record cer-
fain. releyant factors in connection
with-the charge.’ Have we really .

-committed  the act of trespass’

Does going .to the vacant plot at
the cornper of Gale and Umbilo
Roads constitnte (r«sp‘.lss?x

. K .

Let us go 'into the history of |

this unused picce  of  unfenced’
waste land in the heart of the t’izy.‘l
1t has been there from time im-
U memotiil.  Qur forefatliers wheo
tl{cy came to this cousitry found
it there.- Persons, white, black:
_brown, and yellow, trespassed on
it §m’n the time Durban became
_a_ clty and perh'aps even - before.’

. . ©

! out for prosecution,

They contint€
almost any hoBEY
sons might be t\' 38
evén at this hour adile this court
is .in session, . They 3

charged. Yet we have

spads during
the day. Per-|

explanation ¥

only object in charging ue
E& we are defying the. Asiatic
Land Tenure and Indian Repre-
seutation Act. ' )

But thes ti
ashed Wiy are we
Actt Ty

The 4o acrinent hnews

©questing Ty be
not s harged

under ihe suswr aigain

i« simple
full well tirat s an’ unjust Jaw.
2 daw baked on racial drrocance -

R - .
a principle they dare not defend

S. V. Reddy and sight other volunteers.
were to-dey ‘sentenced in ﬂuﬂufkﬂt Magistrate’s Court to 30

[ gow: that a Torld tired of the
Nazi dqctt’i’?s;sa!‘ face. superiority
3 destroy, wall no
 longer tolerate ‘such laws. They
have said so by their verdict at
the United Nations. The authori-
ties have erected 3 notice at Gale
Sireet WArning respassers against]
But are jrespassers
New

prosecution,

prasecated ?

Oily those who defy the Ghatio
Act are charged. As Passive Re-
aisters we sccept the charge. We
bhave. embarked on a holy war
against ‘an unholy act. ‘Am! jLE Y
the duty of all who belisve in jus-
tice and the removal of racial op-]
pression to join our army.

extend that invitatica to you, 3{v.]

Théy alse rea’B_'se. perhaps tou late

as well.

We i

«Communal Franchise
Accentuates

Racial Bitterness’’

DURBAN, Friday.

"COMMUNAL Franchise, “instead of fosiaring belter race rela-

tions only sccentuates recial bitterness,” declared Mr. A. 1.

Meer, Joint Honorary Secretary of the Natal Indian Congrews in

an interview with the repreentative of the “Passive Ret'ster” com-

menting on the of Councillor Barns for communal fran-
chise for the Indians under certain conditions.

Mr. Meer pointed cut 3
wherever thus form of
had;‘ been expermented  with
had widened the guli betwecn
different groups. He gquoted
examples of Eost Afnca Cea
and even India

“Candigates clecied by i
of orly en? partirular
~—whether Laropenn o
are apt 4o duregard he

1 the mieresta oo thew pae-

fram

BARNS 1S ENLIGHTENED
M Mk sk

A T A s

Wi ather copmaaspes” b Aiocws aed to
ringed. “How mpny Durkan Ciy 3t e LW
Counciflors can show ‘s record of Tocrade Ryn

having fought for smenities in

Te wen

ladian Asess? - Th. sra nono |
for tBe simrle remsony that they |:
are clected bdn the basi of ¢ m:

munal Tr-uch a=—Eu-opeans v t-
ing for Eufopeans only. They ove
oo respons bl ty to Indian votves” i

My Meer siresscd tha & : jad
nally.  elected d
Fwould be Lok
other's il

vty Yhowe dw iTum s Eeg, WD

Uranoaiters vopmunal wir o

al ape - bur dranchise m e lruy

fighying 6> saf
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The Tenth Tr:insvgajl’&teﬁ was p;:'ezclunively
Pretoria. Since r € d ‘we
h\ve _takel"l ‘the most active

The Tenti: Batch consisted of (fromv_le’ﬂ to right)«
STANDING: Misi Rajambbal Padiachy, Miss Rajku
Miss Beetha Mool

and h‘d.;
Sita, "Chairman of the _Trans\faﬁl Passive Resistance Council.

" And 31”——5 H’eﬁ{;e

Where our whole race. hes.

We praved fur wn :
Thevy wneeved at ali nur pleas
Ah, shall we chouse to die, o7 lve

And bend our knces

We'll sing once mure of her who died,
Of Valhamma, dear chid.

And Keep clive the flame she it
Clear and undefiled

Her bones are dust, .the veld alone
Is silent where she rests,

But the heart of Valliamma beats on
In ten thousand breasts.

And when the treble prison bars
Have crumbled into rust

And the narrow courtyard cramping us
Is heaped with dust, .

Then the childred of the free
Will raise the glorious cry

For those who knew the way to live

. And chose to dic. -

TRANSVAAL WOMEN

. PLAYING-
A LEADING. PAR1

f!:e:dom. R <

 Miss; Mo

welcome by the people of Natal on
)| Sunday, 6th October, 1045, In Dur-
i han, The Natwd Passive Res.st
il ance Council is making the neces

Pagiiit ‘o

marie Mooloo,
Padiachy, Miss Gouri Bharoochi
SITTING: Miss Mnnil?ei Nana, Miss ‘Jeewa Mqhomed, Mrs. Thai- Ly t—
ee Pillay, Miss S. Sanbavalli Pillay and Mi_;l Jasvanthi Gandhi.
Tenth ,Bnlch was led jointly by Mrs. Th:imgée,?eruri:al-?il]ly'
55 Maniben Nana. ‘Mrs. Pillay is the daughter ‘of the. late
‘hambi. Naidoo and Miss Nana is the daughter of Mr. Nana

- mevement in South A
I battle against imperial
pDR. DADO
'

cause, horne &l insu

h & “The Commiltee
and gone o jak

omes the whole-hear
_that the Communist P
| Africa 13 giving to

{’uvugclr; in particular

GHETTO ACT CONDEMNED

warm congratulations
isuf Dadoo, South Afr
\indiun Communist for
leous and odtstanding
{leadership of India’s
i "Finally- the Commi
i that it will do itse ut.

I biliae the widest supf
e ‘for the just struggle
thers in South Africs

‘" |gral part of Indid’s <

| for freedom and inde
DURBAN'S WELCOME |Mr. RUST(
v YUSUF AMATIOMED DA

will be accorded w gravd for

UNC
—S.ALC..

ce.
Snti-Semit

sary arrangements (o cive this
National leader  a welcoms H
whith the peeple of Na
show their admiration {00 the
sacrifices of Dy Dadoo.

DADOO ON PRISON
REFORM

Dr. ¥. M. Dadoo_has been ask-

ed by the Penal and Prison Re-

form Commission to give evidencd N

before it at the request of the

ian Congress.  Dr,

I8

Transvaal 1
Diadon hus

de
wit-he gl great
fudiin community,

——————————————— T
JOOMA FAMILY - DONATES| e
£225 FOR RESISTANCE — AT %
WEDDING i

The Jooma family of Mid: ing of the UUNO

the -

fias denates a sum of S T [ WES "‘u'-:k
wardds :he‘]}':u’sive Resistance | S AT Favoutive
Funds. This donubon was mate | Town on zzad and
af w wedding recepiion n M| ber.

delburg on Sunday, wi Reprems As the leader of
ber, 1046, Offigial speakers frem | rican 1ndian Cong:
the Transvasl Passive Resistance[to India Mr. Ruste
Courfeil wcr:e present expres. | very importagt par:
the congratilations of the Coun India of the comdit’
£il to! tht,“‘_‘;:ddéﬁp’(n:p!c? Th | dian people of Son

women's batch from  rotal amount donhred pt the we Mr. Ribstomjee’s
from the Trapw_a,i'l i : i
part in the natiqnal struggle for our [1o o . Resistance Funds.

the [RATC has  stre

Jdifig smounted  -to £300 [
South African- dele
.

SPONSORS
TFhis issue of THE PASSIVF RESISTER has be

DR. V. G. PATEL. * .
MESSRS. 1. C. ASHABHAI & co.”
_ MESSRS. JUBILEE TAILORS.

MR. CASSIM JOOMA

tPublishca by. the Passive Resistance Council 47 End Street, Johapnesburg. Prin

ted by Prompt P. & P. Co. 7 Harriy St.,
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.. Friday, !Febmary 21st,

1947.

GOVT. DECISION ON

~ PASSPORTS A
“STUPID BLUNDER”

DURBAN, Wednesday. -— Even Government supporters are

strongly opposing the [

it's latest dictatorial step against

the Indian ¢ ity in refusing
Dadoo to attend the Asian Confi
BARLOW IN

Jer Parliameny My

PARLIAMENT
Arthur Bar-

P asked: “Are we to understand
tkat  anvlesdy  who o flouts  the
Conrts should net e allowed o
passport an South Atriea 27 He
pointed can tha the precedent
would be there ior the National-
st use if ever they gol dmto
power,  Jt was a boomerang which
would react on the people. }!e

said it was the duty of parliament

1o-sre that free atcess was per |-

nitted, Mr. Kentridge, UP,, and
. Mr. Duncan  Burnside, Tndepen-
dent, - associated them%d\'es vuth

Mr. Parlaw: remavks‘

PR;ESS VIEWS -

The . Liberal weekly, = “The
Forum,” which also. supporis the
. United Party, referred to the Gov-
ermment  decision as @ “stupid
blunder.” . Tn -a sub-leader the
Forum -stated; “Apart from such
considerations a8 an’ individual's
right of Ireedom of moyernern -
a basic freedom for all — the de-

passports to Doctors Naicker and
erence.

| EMERGENCY CONFERENCE

N

SUNDAY 23*° FEBRUARY, 1947,

4

at 530 amy = AT THE

GANDHI LIBRARY, QUEEN STREET,

DURBAN

AGENDA

PRC.Agtion Come
=5 e Frade Usien: -
el se 'Aembnrs and Shop Stens

Auspices Natel indian Congrem and PRC, 8or 2299, Durban

]

TENSE ATMOSPHERE
Convenors, including S R, Nai-
doo wnd M. 45 N
moderate baders,

widoo, diseredit

intended rever

sing - the a Indian Lon;:nw
boycott of the Rowal Vist, A
tense © atmosphere grevailed

throughout the mécting wnd even

ing unsuccessfully attempted 1o
speak, they were not given a hear-
ing, with the result that after two
‘hours the meeting was stilf in dis-
order as the moderate leaders
were howledgdown, even though
they m’cd 16 ‘say they were nof
-to ' Passive Kesistance.

-cision i i} suoﬂsnzh!ed
- for Gr. phave” ﬂgﬁr Hite' the” Frarids
ni South M’ncas detractors. Be-
- sides that, of course, it simply don-
firis thie very worst suspicions of,
‘those cotmtries who were told 4t

Laké Success that the non-Bure-|
peans in the Union-are demed ele-| "

‘mentary - human rights™

u\VRENCE'-s EXGUSE
The "~ progressive - Independent
weekly, the “Guardian” dedlt with
the, sibject in an editorial headed
“A Fecble Excuse”  Mentioning

" the fact thm Mr. Harry Lawrence

2. South Africa’

t-ope our Cabinet Ministers
kable ‘for. hiw intelligence.
3 Guardiam continues :

‘%l;ic says passports were re-
fu‘gﬂi&ecause the two dotters
I -records as passive resis-
ters, €¥ -are ‘ot murderers,
thiePes ot -bandits; mark. you, but
have been politiesl prisoners, sen-
tenced  for non-violent-oppogition
ta. the’ Crhetto Ac( »

_.The newspaper asks why ‘wasa

. ‘passport then granted to Mr. Rus:]

tomjee to gO. to America during
. the Jast session of UNQO and adds:
“No doubt Mr Lamnce Fegrets

Have niade ‘p of

i aﬂmr wountries.
No doubt, ai‘a »h@ wanty 1o pre-
\em that happening again. But
whr does fe try to bulldoze the
pubhc by saying ‘the Government]
lias ne. intention o( trying to
maintain 165 standpoint on  the
Indian question by . suppressing
“eriticism’? N .
~*“Let Mr, Lawrence prove  his
belief in democracy and. his-son-
fidence in his ¢ause by granting

Tlmy wished to miake out that. the|
Rolal Vieit was a social ¢8d nof

a pohucaf Qntshom

Al \&aharaj, Joint Hono-
rary‘ Metary Maritzburg N.1C..

when the convenors of the meet-

MARITZBURG
REJECTS ADVICE

The Anti-Royal Visit BoycoH meeting held at the V.D.S. HaF
Mnnhhurg. on Sunday, proved a complete failure.

was ashed 1o speak <6 28 to o
the gathering,  He pointed

- the Natal {ohress bad
epded vn the Im}cmt

venors attempted to Pt a resg!

se

3 i
non to the h
other Congre
Dr. Gognam, from .«-ldrvsﬂng the

ndd frey emu.

speakers inclodic

house. a

NO VOTE RECORDED ,
Although - the Chairman calizd
for support for the resalution op- |
posing the boycott, né vole was
recorded. since’ the majority re-
fused to allcw a pro-Royal \:m
reschution being- saken.

HOOLICANISM

Tl was evident that the organi-|

seﬂ of the meeting had resorted

The um~ 1

TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE ROYAL VISIT

AT

sred

i This masy mireting rvscives
i not to collaborate 1o sny owle-

hration  connected with  the
Royal Vit and calls wpon-the
Indian  communiy to refemim

from doing so in fullest belief
that while we in this cm:try
suffer from disabiities and ime
dignities and racial lawe whick
disgrace the statute book, the

£

jrefeadedd

;vf(’s{!.-!A“\!';‘ atmosphers is nst ons thet e
]ﬁcm» My D conducive to our participating
jand D Goorome Musit in any festivities and thersfors
band M D3 Nasdoo spoke g Tefuses to sssociate with . amy
imr\mrd thy a% wisx i Persons. organissticas oy ho&'
isheuld  act o agerate o adrocatin view. wupporting.
P Roval Visit celehrktions, ~| the Royd‘\;:i vl;e;m d[

RESOLUTIONS result in weakening the coame -

Twer - re%ahxtizxn( i tam?w of '.lu loin poc.l-. This
nprﬂ the mion- ramest o i e
3 the L'\O" § He ndﬂmd&.m‘,

rtpcahng the filetto Act and in-| the Nawl Indian Co.gnu
viting India to 2 Rennd Tabie

§(‘<survu‘ce .md the, o:ker which| Vit celebrations”™

DURBAN, W

two leading popular
el Mr. A, |, Meer,

Time and again ¢he Union Gov:
crnmem lias been forced ta admit
the effectiveness of the publicity
that was issued by the Passive
Resistance Council. Credit for the
organisation of - the news that
mked the world about the condi-
tions of Ingdians and ather non:
Buropeirrs Y South Africa ‘must
g0 to Mr: Ao T Meer, who,is also
the. Joint Secretary of the: Natal
lndl.m Congress. J'Hs dispatches

Hon  the . tmnxmlsn “ehicircled the

world and he developed a rcgulax
fews service fo India, - England,
America and East Afm -

Afnica

Minisier Hurry Lawrence to make
A lutedishing  investigation of
it conditions in Duﬁ.\an. and_ léd
T tAnpor Smprovement -an

somie dails. ; . a B
b The other meoifr branch i tbi:
was the recruiting of
:gnd in’ charge of this

His expusisres” 258 the hommerr

@il vonditiors - an South
which the resisters had to suffer,
ihocked | South  Afriea; - forced

JAIL CONDITIONS EXPOSED

- AGAIN S |

i

.-—Rebmdffom joil last week wera

of the Natal Passive Resistance Coun-

Director of Information of the Qoundl and
Mr. S. V. Reddy, Chief Recruiting Officer.

1,607 resisters have been sentenced
for oc-upyidg the  Gale  Street

camp.

SELECTED GALE ST. PLOT
Mr. R(dd_\ will il wo dowas
into history as lhc -pesson whs
selected the' Gale Street plar s
Resistance setlement. For yeprs
he has }geen pt e the
working clss and Indian Nati
movements.  He ig the - Geners
Sccrclary of the Tin Worker
Liniors of Seuﬂz Af¥icd a lr.mmx

recrumng recard),
He was assomated with tly oY
{‘mu.x lint. onc gf “the Na
divn Association and with
non-Edrepean United Fron

the inceptiom of the two b

Pk lendérs were senterwed ¥
1047, 9

" these passports immédiately. And Jeperoment wos Ml 8§ V. Reddy,
et us have no. more hypocritical |who = cfe sail with the
apélogies for Fascist acts.” - wrot th date

< -
&
L - . S
. R ]

o
famest
1

& battle
o -

Tiog that he woald wminabace the
(",henn CAcr, during. the ,J’xt - »
ol ICAMPAIGN TO
Ir an b 5 .
Me AL 1“END
cennit be 3
the naes & lMPER'AL'SM ”

ais than the Dardan Cestra

. ) A candan Taenlay
ST

Aivwan amd Utlogial ars

¢ e s the Norhyof - Eeg-

wiv planning 3 Camfeign ta

anpemnhasl oarrsahers

“Firit
age, wnmod
COTE It o
v:” ol 1ypes

: sl
L
wy rimme st T A
s their Tarure 3 -
iy >eatk Arri o wt the
Chdeuteet o M travatrronge of

Poever s Taedin, anel hU rECLTT QFke

vt i Trineded ¥

rrveh A\i!::;)
5 one Inche-Chim, 0,

v

UV

ceacles abe Ceoaernmems
Serh

Foain, Africa  and

A B the Bet few

weils g i taduhvr o

to co-operste with the Reyud
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A-WARNING from the Ghetto

A number of Indians ia the

Transvasl — already forced to

live in Ghettoes and Locations,

—utter a warning to their bro- ~

- thers in Natal and to those in’

v ’ the Transvaal who do not live
i Do not be bluffed

in Locations.
B by the so-called ‘benefits’ for a

policy of segregation . . . We |

- ‘ have seen the results. Some of

us already live in Ghettoes!

sqaarauon call it what you will
True,  political parties  differ in

* the way they peddle their colour:

bar policy. Sonmie ‘say openly ‘the
‘mon- Europeau must be kepg in his
-place’. Others work out what they
" have the cheek to cali-a philoso-
phy: » ‘The non-European must

bex helped to develop along hisf:
-own_kaes’ They speak

allel development’;  of different
'cultures and civilisations'

NO M Dm@

But these suppostd dxfferences
in express:ons -of policy in prac-
tice ‘amount to. onie and the same|
thing. They -all mean the semng
Jup of ghettoes, bazaars and spe-
* cial slum locahons . Pof'the kin
‘siready found  dotted Blong th

of ‘pas-f =

The Ghetto Act, trundled benevolently through all its
kagum!ho!{g:ooiﬂmblyhy Field Marshal Smuts

reputation as a drafter |

Most of the property is ‘owned’
by Indians — but on a monthly
lease from the Municipality, which
is’ entitied at any time to reclaim
its land, without paying compen-
sation to- its present landlords,
HIGH DEATH-RATE
Benoni's location was establish-
ed in 1911 With_the location’s
abnormal high infant death-rate
mre :p*euplc have probably died at
an. uﬂy age, than hived out their|s
livey in health- an:i well-being.
" THE: MEANING OF
SEGREGATION

A visit to Bemoni's Asiatic Lo~

about 20008 peopls,  of whom
Mﬂmh&m-—um

ro_ overcrowding and comges-’
povortyun! dimunuh

A “STREET"—BENONI LOCATION

iy
LOCATION AN
EYE-SORE
. The location is an sye-sore. The
bonm have bean condemped a¢
unfit for human habitation: thers)

rest. are  indescribably, swampy,
muddy paths; thers is no drain-
age system; the stemch from the
trickles of dirty witer and man-

ure beaps is overpowering. Every
nnl is “graced” by the presence
Voft-‘comnmlupfot‘ﬂth

pious, flimsy th "éf" 2
mtaknxtb-rmhnufu
into the backgrousd. - This is';
where the forgotten pecpls livae.

Reef in the Transvaal.

idemts in the rosd But thenm,
(this is s one hundred per cent.
,improvement on the days when
there was one tap ounly for overy

*h@np{u!

fORGOm PEOPLE"
Here, under these revolting cons
d:tm hmnan -beings - and ‘ani-
on -!(oggtl)er a strugglé

' Sor,tﬁstente 350 Indian schoof

children have never seen tie in-
side of a school. They get their
education fob life not in the clasw
room, -but in back-yards and side-
_alley;, on _rubbish heapg and
'squatting -

“herrenvolk -theories

“lof ‘defelopment along their own

cially for Municipsl buses; the |policy.

WE REJECT
SEGREGATION

Yoo the Indian pepls of Be
momi havy come to understand this
ki They kbow wall the reply
of the City Council whea they
L‘qwmwld’&

ditions. They to pay

. near sopen, cesspools:| ¥
| And here 800 Indians are expect-
- ied tor appreciate the ‘benefits’. of
1 hypocritieal -

mmmmmm&‘
ways rejoctad segregation ., . ﬂ‘
uilgqsﬁu-unm&'ﬂwn{
mtmdm.-“
the Ghetta Act i ite setiswty.
u&am‘lo{ﬂ;hl-—h‘ o
m.whi%ml;.-u
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“The Grand Old Man of South Africa.”
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The late Mr. Parsee Rustomjee Jivanji Ghorkhodu
1861 1924
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*“ The Steam Roller v. The Elephant. (The Elephant * sat tight”

; the Steam Roller exp]odeci.")—Sunday Tin-res.

[Reproduced by kind permission
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JOINT PASSIVE RESISTARCE CGU:OL OF MATAL QTRATISYAAL IMDIAN COIGRISSES
o ;% L.

a brave fighter for freedom
who seaved.. .. Tpriocnment
as a pasgive resister in
e o o PriSom fromn .
Co..... for vesisting the
racial eolonr-bar policyof -
the Union Government and
- partienlarly for defying the
Asjatic Land Tenure ¢ indian
Representatisn Act (Chetto Act)

uﬂ;ﬂ ’//
S Ly LAndlea.
CHAIRRMARN , CrairmA-s
NATAL COUNCIL L 'TRANSVAAL COUNCIL
':' et ,
x=r __— : \ éeé ( @A@E».’... 'u-\-,-.-'..,c..--_




TOLSTOY'S LETTER TO GANDHI.

The following is the translation of a letter of Count Tolstoy’s 1o Mr. Gandhi, which
helped him during the passive resistance struggle i—

Kotchety, Russia,
Sept. 7th, 1910.

I received your journal, and was pleased to learn all contained thercin concerning
the passive resisters. And I felt like telling you all the thoughts which that reading
called up in me.

The longer I live, and especially now, when I vividly feel the ncarness of death, 1
want to tell others what I feel so particularly clearly and what to my mind is of great
importance, namely, that which is called passive resistance, but which is in reality
nothing else than the teaching of love uncorrupted by false interpretations. That love—
t.e. the striving for the union of human souls and the activity derived from this striving—
is the highest and only law of human life, and, in the depth of his soul every human being
(as we most clearly sce in children) feels and knows this ; he knows this until ke is en-
tangled by the false teachings of the world. This law was proclaimed by all—by the Indian
as by the Chinese, Hebrew, Greek and Roman sages of the world. T think this law was
most clearly expressed by Christ, who plainly said, “In this only is all the law and
the prophets.” But besides this, foresecing the corruption to which this law is and may
be subject, he straightway pointed out the danger of its corruption, which is natural
to people who live in worldly interests, the danger, namely, which justifies the defence
of thése interests by the use of force, or, as he said, * with blows to answer blows, by
force to take back things usurped,” etc. He knew, as every sensible man must know,
that the use of force is incompatible with love as the fundamental law of life ; that as soon
ag violence is permitted, in whichever case it may be, the insufficiency of the law of love
is acknowledged, and by this the very law is denied. The whole Christian civilisation,
so brilliant outwardly, grew up on this self-cvident and strange misunderstanding and
contradiction, sometimes conscious, but mostly unconscious.

In reality, as soon as force was admitted into love, there was no more lave ; there could
be no love as the law of life ; and as there was no law of love, there was no law at all, except
violence—i.e., the power of the strongest. So lived Christian humanity for nineteen
centuries. It is true that in all times people were guided by violence in arranging their
lives. The difference between the Christian nations and all other nations is only that in
the Christian world the law of love was expressed clearly and definitcly, whereas it was
not so expressed in any other religious teaching, and that the people of the Christian
world have solemnly accepted this law, whilst at the same time they have permitted
violence, and built their lives on violence ; and thatis why the whole life of the Christian
peoples is a continuous contradiction hetween that which they profess and the prineiples
on which they order their lives—a contradiction between love aceeptled as the law of life
and violence which is recognised and praised, acknowledged even as a necessity in dif-
ferent phases of life, such as the power of rulers. courts and armies, This contradiction
always grew with the development of the people of the Christian world, and Iately it reached
the highest stage. The guestion now evidently stands thus @ either to admit that we
do not recognise any religio-moral teaching, and we guide ourselves in arranging our lives
only by power of the stronger, or that all our compulsory taxes, court and poliee estah-
lishments, but mainly our armies, must be aholished.

This year, in spring, at a Seripture examination in a girls’ high school at Moscow,
the teacher and the bishop present asked the girls questions on the Commandments,
and especially on the sixth.  After a correct answer, the bishop generally put another
question, whether killing was always in all cases forbidden by God’s law, and the unhappy
young ladies were forced by previous instruction to answer, * Not always —that killing
was permitted in war and 1 exceution of criminals. Still, when one of these unfortunate
young ladies (what I am telling is not an invention, but a fact told me by an eye-witness),
after her first answer, was asked the usual question, if killing were always sinful, she,
agitated and blushing, decisively avswered, ‘2 Always,” and to all the usual sophisms of
the bishop she answered with decided conviction, that killing was always forbidden in
the Old Testament and not only killing was forbidden by Christ, but even every wrong
against a brother. Notwithstanding all his grandeur and art of speech, the bishop hecame
silent and the girl remained victorious.

\
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INDIAN RELIEF BILL DEBATE.

Reprinted, with kind permission, from the « Cape Times,” June 9th, 1914.)

The MINISTER OF FINANCE moved the second
reading of the Indinns Relief Bill.  He requested
members to approach such a thomy and difficult
question in a non-controversial spirit. The House
were now in a position to finally settle the Indian
problem on n satisfactory basis, the recommendation
of the Solomon Commission. which inquired into
the gricvances of Indians, having been accepted
as a solution by the Indian Government, and also,
with one exception, by the Indian community
residing here. He recalled the passing of the
Immigration Act last session. and the agitation
which followed it,  Mr, Gandhi raised four points,
on two of which it was possible for the Govern-
ment to meet hin.  There were two other points
on which it was impossible for the Government
immediately after the session to meet the com-
munity’s’ views.

RIGHT OF ENTRY.

One was the right of entry of the South African
born Indian into the Cape Province. In the
Immigration Act of last year provision had been
made that Indians entering the Cape Province
should be required to comply with a dictation test,
and Mr. Gandbi desired that this restriction should
be vemoved. The Government, however, pointed
out that the point had been fully discussed during
the debates on the Bill, and that the strongest
exception had been taken to the removal of the
restriction, which revived the restriction under the
old Cape laws. The second question was the
marriage question.  In the Immigration Act of
last year a clause had been adopted on the motion
of the hon. member for Cape Town, Castle (Mr.
Alexander), permitting the entry of a wife married
eccording to polygamous rites, though the marriage
was de faclo monogamous.  The Natal Division of
the Supreme Court had, however, decided that it
was not possible to recognise as legal a marriage
celebrated according to polygamous rites. Adminis-
tratively in the past there had been no difficulty
in the matter.

Mr. P. DUNCAN (Fordsburg): Then why did
they raise the question ?

THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR said
that if he were to answer that question it would
take a very long time, and he did not think it was
necessary to do so. It was a case that had pre-
sented some very cxtreordinary features.  When
it became clear that the Government could not
satisfly the Indian community on these points, the
question of the £3 licence was raised. He did not
intend to go in detail into that question, but he
would say that it was impossible for the Govern-
ment, when threatened with a strike, to make any
concessions at all.  Then followed a great deal of
bloodshed and violence in suppressing the strike,
and subscequently the Solomon Commission was

appointed. It was assisted in its labours by a
representative  of the Indian Government, Sir
Benjoanin . Kobertson, whose serviees had  been,

as he could say from personal knowledge, of the
very greatest value to the Commission. He had
smoothed its work considerably, and had thrown
light on many difficult questions.  The Comniission,
it would scem, had made fourtcen recommen-
dations.  Most of these required merely adiminis-
trative action, and here he would say that it was
the intention of the Covernment to earry oul the
Commission’s recommendations in their entirety,
partly by legislation and partly by administration :
and in this way to seeure that paace which they were
all longing for, that peace which was not merely
of such importance to Sonth Africa itself, but also
to South Africa in her external relatious. (Cheers,)

The points dealt with in the Bill included recom-
mendations Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5 and 13 in the report,

THIE MARRIAGE QUESTION.

The measure before the House dealt with recom-
meundations 1, 3, 4, 4, and 13 of this Commission.
The recommendations 3 and 4 dealt with the
matringe question pure and simple,  Recommen-
dation 3, with which he would first denl, was an
follows : There should be legislation on the lines of
Act 16 of 1860 of the Cape Colony, making pro-
vision for the appointment of marriage oflicers from
amongst Indian priests of different denominations,
for the purpose of solemnising marringes in nceor-
dance with the rites of the respective veligions of the
parties.  Both in Natal and the Cape, as fur back
as 1896, a law was passed giving the Government
power to appoint priests of Mahommedan belief.
Although little advantage had been taken of the
Act in the Cape, yet the Indian community claimed
they should have the right to be married before
their own priests.  Section 1 of the Bill carried out
this recommendation.  The next recommendation
also referred to the marriage question, and was ax
follows :  There should be legislation for the vali-
dation, by means of registration, of existing de fucto
monogamous marriages, by which are understood
marringes of one man with one woman under
system which recognises the right of the husband
to marry one or more other wives, Directions as to
the mode of registration and of the particulars to be
entered in the register might be given by regulations
framed under the Statute. This was n inore diflicult
question for the Commission to deal with—the
religious unions which were already existing among
Indians in this country, but not recognised by
South African laws, The Indians contended that
an opening should be given for these unions so loung
as they were monogamous to be turned into legnl
marriages by a simple system of registration, which
had been adopted. These people could go before
marriage officers or magistrates, and when they
had satisfied these officers that such a marriage
did exist they could have it registered. This was
to ‘meet cases where a marringe already existed
between man and  wife. It was pointed out
by the Commission that a marriage like that would
not debar these people under their religious tenets
from taking more wives. But those would not be
legal marriages.  Short of legalising polygamy, he
did not see what else they could do. That was the
most important and the most difficult question
before the Commission, and in this connection Sir
Wm. Robinsen rendered great assistance.

i NOT COMPLETE SATISFACTION.

Since then representations had been made by
Mohammedans, who were not quite satisflicd and
who suid that according to their faith it was per-
mitted to them to marry more than one wife, and
by now giving an opening for one marringé to be-
come legal it scemed a great hardship, and one
which the Indians wished to see removed. Ile
(the Minister) argued the question, and they could
not possibly satisfy bim of any way of dealing
with the claim they advaneed. ~ They mentioned
the course that had been taken in Mauritius, and he
(the Minister) promised to go iuto the matter, but
he had not received any information on that point.
and so0 could not make a statement that afternoon.
So among the Mohammedana there was not complete
sutisfaction with the report on this point, but so
far as the Comrmission had been able to meet these
people in a legal way the Commission had done so.
He would now come to the marringe question as it
affected immigration. and the Commission reported
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Gandhiji was on this boat going to England in 1909 to make representations
o the British Government on the freatment of British Indians in the Transvaal,
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INDIANS ON STRIKE

of indentured Indiang employed at the coal
mines near Neweastle, Natal, had commenced.
The object of the strike is simply and solely to compel
the Government, by peacetul methods, to fulfil the pro-

@N Friday last the news reached us that a strike

their friends and who dig not get anypent
He sentenced us all to A2 fine. 1 said that «
Do money and that we were not going to PAay.
Magistrate” said « alright you can go ; I shall ex:

mise given to the Hon. Mr. Gokhale to abolish the £3

...4ax on ex-indengured Indians, their,wives and. children,
This is their part of the passive resistance campaign,
and a3 500n as.the Government agree to bring in legis-
lation with the desired object the strikers will return to
work—this being a strike against the Government and
Dot againet empioyers, ,

Mr. Naidoo writes from Newcastle :-—« Yesterday
(the 14th instant) we went to the Railway barracks.
Just as we were expiaining the position to the people,
Someone went and fetched the Station-master who came
-#raight to me and asked me what I was doing there,
I ¢old him that I had gone there to advise
to strike work, pending the removal of the 43 tax.
then told me that I had no right there and that he was
going to charge me with inciting to cause disturbance.

- He said the same thing to Messrs. Bhawan; Dayat and
amnaran.  We gaid that he was quite welcome to do

80. The poor Iadies tried their utmost to get arrested
they could not succeed. They forsed their way
the barracks and called upon all women and men
to come out, thinking, if they did 20, they also would
be arrested, and -they told the sergeant ‘who-came to
", Greoet-us thiat they were ulso advising these people, But
the sergeant took no notice of them and we three were

“ We all went to the Fairleigh Colliery on the 15
men there have agreed to strike to-morrow, Th
about 36 men on that mine. If these are not ar
to-morrow, I intend to take some of them with ;
80 to another mine. I am told that there are
400 men there. I hope to get them all - out.
are being well 1 0ked after by Mr. and Mm. Ls:
The poor lady is working from morning to night ;
The Johannesburg ladies have also sufficient ¢
They go about with us as advisers.” :

The Movement Spreads

Mr. Ephraim writes under date the 16th instant

“ Mr. Kglleobach arrived at Newcastle st 2
A meeting was summoned immediately. He et
to the £3 tax. He advised the people to be
remain-strong, )

“ A meeting was also held in the.compound of :
leigh. Colliery.  About 78 struck work next day, "
were arrested and imprisoned for two weeks with .
labour.”,

" " “On Friday the movement spread beyond
and assistance became Decessary to cope with
work.. Mr. Polak left on a few minutes’ notice

e

g

“#eot to the Charge Office and then to ghe Gaol where | Newcastle by the mail train and _arrived here
-0 passed the night in a clean cell butdvhich was full of Saturday early in the morning. He immediately g
. ‘bugs.  We pere taken to the Court at nine O'clock the | work and saw the Magistrate and the mine
" néxt miom!s were several merchants, also | Assuring them that the Indians did not wish 1o cr.
wany other Indiass; at the Court. We were charged | & disturbance, that no force would be used at
"ander See 1 ol i of 1850, that is for in- stage, that men on the mines and everywhere we
siting the people and obstructing and forcibly prevent. | be informed of the position and advised to st
*ing peaceful servaots frocm performing their duty. I | work until a promise was given of the repesl of -
o3 oed guilty ta.inciting the people to strike but said | £3 tax; that, as 800D 23 the 1oy difficulty was sett

7o force was used and that no obstruction what-

the men on strike would no longer be called:
*, - SOBYET was caused to those who wished to go to work,

to participate in the movement and that this i7
become : as it m‘wmmm
ewmployers of labour were averse to the tax
removed. Mr. Polak’s advent has further 3
the movement and at the same -time calmed |

r%;d‘t!’utldidcounnl them not

it Wthewhehsdcbugedmunderam law
aod that he could charge us under the !mmignrgﬁon

_laow; but, instead of doing s0, they ed us for
treespasting under certain Railway laws. I told the
Magistrate that Y could not understand how they-could | bas been largely removed.
Mﬁmac: fwth:ulpam'ng a8 we went to i &dr
invitstion of of th ;

: by i e > given them without any great argument being reqoie

HW}@Mﬂntiougb‘t to have got permission ! nui,wchazsmnocha,ubokawhf
stztion: to.go I said thet there }[ at Newcastls st the time . the striké commenced, v
mmxmim went there every day to ges interyiewed by the mine managers on the situation”
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SUNDAY TIMES extra, May 8, 1983

Gandhi started battle
for rights in OFS

THE battle to abolish the
law barring Indians from
living in the Free State —
an issue which became a
heated one in Parliament
recently — had its begin-
nings at the time Mahatma
Gandhi was ir South
Africa.

The law. which at the
time also affected the free
movement of Natal Indi-
ans to the Cape and the
Transvaal. was defied in
an organised manner by
Indians under Gandhi in
1908 and again during the
Passive Resistance Cam-
paign of 1946.

When the Statute Law of
the OFS was passed in
1891 by the old Free State
Republic, banning Indi-
ans from residing there,
existing Indian businesses
were closed down and the
owners deported without
compensation.

it is believed that at the
time of the expulsion,
there were 253 Indians liv-
ing in the Free State.

After the establishment
of Union in 1910, the ex-
isting immigration laws
were consolidated under
the provisions of the Im-
migrants Regulations Act
of 1913.

It was under this Act
that the then Minister of
the Interior, J. C. Smuts,
issued a deeming order on
August 1, 1913, which bars
Indians from other pro-
vinces living in the OFS. It
also bans all other Asians

i o
MAHATMA GANDHI
the first.

from entering South
Africa.

The order also lumps In-
dian South Africans in the
same category of undesir-
able immigrants to this
country such as prosti-
tutes, mentally deficient
people and lepers.

The Deeming Order,

which still remains in
force, was challenged in
the Supreme Court in Nat-
al in 1914 and in 1917 in
theICape and the Trans-

vaal.

In 1923 the Appellate Di-
vision, in a majority judge-
ment, confirmed the valid-
ity of the prohibition
against Asians.

The crux of the matter
before court was whether
the Minister’s classifica-
tion was based on racial or
economic grounds.

The Cape Supreme
Court ruled against the
Minister and held that his
classification was racial
and therefore not in
accordance with law.

Natal, Transvaal and
eventually the Appellate
Division ruled in favour of
the Minister.

In one judgement, refer-
ence is made to Gandhi

Better late than

THE film “Gandhi” has not
gone on circuit in the
Orange Free State — but
not because it is banned
there.

_The conservative pro-
vince is straggling behind
the rest of the country and

the film will only open at a
Bloemfontein cinema on
May 18.

No premieres of the
award-winning film were
held in the Orange Free
State when “Gandhi” was
Jaunched nationally on
April 22.

and a viewpoint is ex-
pressed that an Asian
“may become a disturbing
factor in the industrial
process of the country.”

Gandhi, it seems, was
the first to lead a massive
industrial strike in South
Africa. He led the strike in
the sugar industry on the
Natal north coast and in
the coal mining industry
in Northern Natal, which
culminated in a mass
march from Natal to the
Transvaal in defiance of
the then ban on Indians
entering the Transvaal.

Since 1923 this matter
has not been taken to
court and there are legal
men who believe the view
of the Appellate Division
might be different in 1983
if the validity of the Deem-
ing Order was again tested
in court.

It is now almost 100

never!

A spokesman for the
film’s distributors, Ster-
Kinekor, said it was not
possible to predict how the
film would be received by
Free State audiences.

“They will go and see it
just as they do any other
movie,” she said.

years since the first steps
were taken to keep Indi-
ans out of the Free State
and the attitude of the pre-
sent Government towards
the presence of Indians in
that province has changed
little since.

The Prime Minister Mr.
P. W. Botha stunned
opposition MPs in Parlia-
ment recently when he re-
fused to concede that the
fathers of the Free State,
who drew up laws barring
Indians from that pro-
vince, had acted unethi-
cally, immorally or in an
unChristian manner.

“Even if you removed
the old laws in Northern
Natal (Indians are also
barred from living in some
Natal towns) and the Free
State, even then the move-
ment and residential
rights of Indians would be
regulated by the Group
Areas Act,” Mr. Botha told
Parliament.

“I say this agitation to
open the Free State to
Asians will create un-
necessary friction.”

Mr. Botha said there
were no Group Areas for
Asians in the Free State
and no need for them,

TICKS CHETTY
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THE bookbinder spends
Painstaking hours en:
gaged in alabour of loye —
ent over old books tolres-
tore them,
Mr. Ike Mayet hanfiles
each book with care,
cleaning the pages, reglair-
Ing covers and rebin ing
e bodks.

Some of the -books are
over a hundred years id
and are fragile with ge
others are unique and

valuable, most are o in-
ary, books mainly on réjj-
gion.

They come from the M K
Gantfhi Library fn
Durban.

The restoration of
books are part of the plan
to revamp the libra
which was named in ho 1-
oir of Mahatma Gandh

library were marc
long before the film “Gax-
dhi” unleashed a sudden
rediscovery of Gandhi anfi
Gandhiana around th
world.

Mr. R. J. Rustomjee,
member of the trust tha
manages the Gandhi Li
rary, said there wer
plans to expand the li

rary, buy new books and
periodicals and generally
improve the room.

One of the major im-
Provements will be made
to the lighting system of

e library. The interior
design of the library will
also be ch?inged, Mr. Rus-

tomjee said.

“At the moment no one
uses the library as g lib-
rary - they use it more ag
a study place. Over the
€xam period we have
almost a 100 people using

e

Mr. lke Mavyet ... a labour of love

the library to study in.
“We want to bring in
new books so that people

can use the place as a
library,” he said.

The Gandhj Library at
the moment hoyses 7700
books, over half which are
in the vernacular,

_Plans to renovate the
library would take upto 10
years, Mr. Rustomjee said,

“We are doing it slowl
and we are doing it out o
love,” he said.
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' MEMORIAL TO
THE MAHATMA

By Ranji S. Nowbath

ABOUT 85 years
after the Natal Indian
Congress purchased a
property in Durban’s
Prince Edward
Street plans have
been passed for the
erection of a building
consisting of shops, a
hall and offices in
memory of the
founder of the NIC,
Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi,
then an advocate in
Natal.

By the time the project is
completed it will have cost
about three quarters of a
million rands and is being
headed by the Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Trust
whose chairman is Dr
Khorshed Ginwala with
J.N. Singh as secretary

The property is at pre-
sent being used as a car

park but the income derijv-
ed from it meets only a
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portion of the annual
municipal rates which run
to the order of R14 000,00.

The difference is made
up from the money in-
vested by the trust, money
which it received as com-
pensation from the Depart-
ment of \Community
Development which ex-
propriated the other
property -purchased by the
Natal Indian Congress at
the time of Gandhi in May
Street, Durban,

Accordmg to the deeds,
the Prince Edward Street
property  was bought in
1897 and transfer
registered oan 30
November, 1897 in the
name of ‘‘Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi, of
Durban, Abdul Carim Ha-
jie Adam Moosa Hajie
Cassim, ‘Abdul Kadir,
Doroosamy Pillay, P.
Dowjee Mahomed and
Hoosen Cassim’’
merchants of Durban in
their capacity as
““Trustees for the Natal In-
dian Congress, Durban.”

The land was sold to the
NIC by Shaik Fareed for

1065-0-0 pounds sterling,

A previous owner of the
land was James Finlay
Ferguson, a jeweller of
Durban who bought it on 20
January, 1886. Shaik
Fareed had bought the land
on 23 January, 1897.

The deed of transfer was
prepared by ‘‘M.K.

Gandhi. Advocate, Dur-.

ban."

After Gandhi left South
Africa in 1914 the land
passed into the control of
the officials of the Natal
Indian Congress of the old
school and nothing appears
to have been done to
develop the property.

Following upon the take-
over of the Natal Indian
Congress by Dr Monty
Naicker and the young
radicals in 1945 it was
transferred into the name
of the “Trustees of Natal
Indian Congress” by deed
of transfer No 7661/1951
dates 19 September 1952.

There was, at the time, a
dispute about whether it
had passed into the hands

(Continued on Page 2)
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The deed of transfer drawn up and signed by M.K. Gandhi.

The propesed building
will cover about 400 square
metres of floor space and
will consist of three shops
on the ground floor with a
spiral stairway leading te a
600 seater hall adjoined by
catering facilities and a
roof garden. On the next
floor there will be office
premises and caretaker’s
quarters.

It is the intention of the
Trust to let the offices to
welfare organisations and
so create a welfare centre,

The plans have been
drawn by Durban artist
and architect Rodney Har-
bar.

A dark stone-clad
memorial hall with bas-
relief work and lettering to
commemorate the work of
Gandhi depicting, among
other things, early Durban,
the Boer War, the founding
of the Natal Indian
Congr-ss, the founding of
the Ii:ian Opinion, the
Zulu «cbellion, the for-
mulation and the prosecu-
tion of the Satyagraha
campaigns, confrontation
with Smuts, the founding of
the Tolstoy Farm and the
march from Volksrust, will
rise 8 metres. (26 feet)
from the ground level and
up through an exhibition
foyer on the first floor.

Initially the ground and
the first and second floors
will be built but the foun-
dations will be for an eight
storey tower block.

The trustees have about
R50 000,00 on hand from
the proceeds of the ex-
propriation of the property

. in May Street and a

promise of a substantial
donation from the
Rustomjee Trust in
memory of the Rustomjee-
{zandhi asseciation.
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Gandhl Trust
shelves R500 000
multi-project

‘“‘Leader’ Reporter

| THE Mahatma Gandhi
| Memorial Trust has had
to delay embarking on its
proposed R500 000 multi-
purpose project in central
Durban because of the
prevailing financial
climate, Dr Khorshed
Ginwalla, the newly-
elected chairman of the
trust, said this week.

The alternative, of selling the
land and using the money thus
realised for the benefit of the
community in other ways, was

also not feasible at the present
time because of the depressed
market conditions. ]

Dr Ginwalla has set out
details of the trust and its inten-
tions in a Press statement in
reply to critics who have raised
questions about the develop-
ment of the trust’s property in
Durban’s Prince Edward Street.
The site was originally bought
by Gandhi for the Natal Indian
Congress which he had founded.

The trust, which was
registered in 1961, has a large
sum of money which it received
from the Group Areas Board as
compensation for the xpropria-
tion of a property in May Street.

Dr Ginwalla, past president of
the Durban Indian Benevolent
Society and deputy superinten-

‘dent of the R.K. Khan Hospital

was appointed chairman of the

‘Trust in the place of Df G. M.
:Naicker who died earlier this

year.

Two new appointments to the
Trust are mr M. J. Naidoo,
president of the NIC and Mr Raj
Bodasing. The other {rustees
are Dr A. M. Moola, Dr V. God-
frey, Advocate H. E. Mall,
Messrs. K. P. Desai, B. R.
Naidoo, N. P. Hargovan, J.T.
Bhoola, R.K. Mistri, R.M.
Naidoo (treasurer) and J.N.
Singh (hon. secretary).

According to the latest finan-
cial statement dated 7 March
1978, the trust has approximate-
ly R56 000 invested in fixed
deposits and the Prince Edward
Street property with a book
value of R23 879,55 but with a
municipal rateable value of
R303 750 for the land and R2840
for a building housing a
jewellers shop and let at R200
per month and an office.

The office and the vacant land
used as a car park are let at
R600 per month. The rates paid
for the last three years is over
R10 000 annually.

MEMORIAL BUILDING

The trustees with the
assistance of an architect from
the University of Natal, have
drawings to put up a memorial

building on the Prince Edward
Street site, housing a shopping
arcade at ground level, a fully
equipped, all purpose 500-seater
hall with a suitable stage and
change rooms on the second
level and suites of offices on the
third and four levels and a small
hall with covered play space for
physical and gynastic activity.

It is intended that the office be:
let to welfare bodies to create a
central welfare centre. The
whole scheme is to cost just in
excess of half a million rand and
is envisaged as self supporting
from the rentals to be received
from the 400 square metres of
shopping floor space in the ar-
cade. The hall level will provide
space for a memorial foyer.

‘“The trustees have given con-
sideration to the financial
climate prevailing and have
delayed embarking on the
building project at present.
They also realise that in the pre-
sent property market the land
will not be able to be sold for
anywhere near its true or
municipal value and hasty ac-
tion could cause considerable
financial loss to the Trust,”
said Dr Ginwalla.

They also appreciate the need
for assistance to the poorest
section of the community for
education and welfare and for
the needs of the cultural in-
terests of all the people of Dur-
ban at a central non-racial
venue. :

“While they are all too anx-
ious to get along with the en-
visaged project to cater for
these wants, they must exercise
caution, having being put in
charge of a property for the
benefit of the public at large,
and a trust which is to
perpetuate the memory of
Mahatma Gandhi”’.

Dr Ginwalla said that the
trustees had in the past appeal-
ed to the public through the
press for ideas and suggestion
as how best the trust should
operate. They are still open to
suggestions if their proposed
plans do not meet with general
apprnvnl
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Gandhi in persp%gltj%eﬁ

without sentimet i

Gandhi: The South African Experience by

Maureen Swan (

It is widely accepted
that Mohandas Gandhi
organised, led and unit-
ed the oppressed, de-
moralised and apoliti-
cal Indian communi-
ties of South Africa in
4 movement against
discriminatory legisla-
tion. In generally ac-

cepted historical terms

he was the acknow-
ledged leader of the
suffering Indian com-
. munity of that time,
the founder of the pas
sive resistance move-
ment in South Africa.

Maureen Swan,
whose learned and con-
troversial book is
based on a D Phil the-
sis for Oxford Univer-
sity, presents an alter-
native history that is
both fascinating and
fully backed by sub-
stantial fact;

‘Not a prophet

She demythologises
Gandhi and in doing so
challenges the ortho-
"gpx account of the his-
ory of that time.,

T ———

Ravan R14,95)

She suggests, and
proves, that Gandhi,
part of a highly privi-
leged sector of the
community, identifies
himself with the move-
ment for a only very

_ short period.

This book is not es-
capist bathtub reading,
but a profeund and
honest attempt to de-
sentimentalise history
and Gandhi who
emerges as not an in-
spired prophet, but a
very real political fig-
ure. No doubt it will
raise a few eyebrows
and cause much ire
among those who be-
lieve the more conven-
tional view of our his-
tory.

But then, intelligent
controversy is always
a good read.

Every serious stu-
dent of history (and
even those who are not
S0 serious) should enjoy
it and everyone who is
interested in the future

_of this country will find

jt an excellent and re-

freshing perspective

Gandhi ... . his part in his- |

tory challenged.

and background to the
complex political prob-
lems of today.

It gives you a totally
different look at a his-
tory that is part of us
and best of all it edu-
cates in a readable
way, iy

- Carol Lazar












Gandht’s message

2

L ]
misunde
It was fascinating to watch the

drama of Mahatma Gandhi being
transferred from the screen on to

the political stage. The episode had .

the makings of a film within a film.
Had the political version generated
by the segregated premieres been
filmed it would have been predict-
able, full of hackneyed lines and
bland like a blue movie or a spa-
ghetti western.

The whirlwind showed that the
protesters were less concerned with
the real issues underlying both the
film and the hero but had an axe to
grind and were desperately latching
on to the halo of Gandhi to whip up
yet another storm in the anti-apart-
heid teacup. -

The substantive issue should have
been the continued existence of
apartheid in the South African cine
world. The whole entertainment
Scene, including sports and the arts,
has been moving in the direction of
better sense in race relations.

* “Gandhi” accorded us an opportu-
nity to address ourselves to this
relic of petty apartheid. The politi-
cal and moral content of the film
and the fact that Mahatma Gandhi
had a direct role to .play in South
Africa in the area of unjust laws
provided the perfect climate to coax
the cine world, and the Government,
to get rid of this nonsensical prac-
tice.

But, no, the protesters read a dif-
ferent script altogether. They con-
cerned themselves with the moun-
tain of total apartheid more than
this little hill of petty apartheid. In
the process they made a mountain
out of a molehill.

The apartheid system is made of
blocks. Except for blowing up the
whole thing at once — which is nei-
ther feasible nor sensible — the best
thing is to remove as many of these
blocks as possible and thereby begin
rebuilding a better society.

The furore over the film
stemmed, presumably, from a con-
cern with the moral teachings and
political track record of Mahatma
Gandhi. It has turned out, however,
that the story and record of this
simple and great man was both mis-
understood and thoroughly abused.

It is true that Mahatma Gandhi
stood for justice and human dignity.
What distinguished him from other
champions of human causes is that
he set the precedent for a moral,
personal and practical commitment
to actually defy unjust situations.

He showed that it is not enough to
denounce a wrong. Individuals must

0 something regardless of conse-
uences. Moreover, they must be
pecific and issue-oriented rather
han set themselves on a moral ped-
estal.
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Meshack
- Mabagoane

Playwright Athol Fugard, whe
urged the director not to attend the
South African premiere, acted, like
most of his characters, out of seli
pity and moral paralysis. He merely
projected his dramatic imaginatior
on to the political stage and became
a player in the pantomime of protest
politics.

The real culprit was Sir Richard
Attenborough " himself. Had he
absorbed the message and examples
of his supposed hero it should have
been clear to him that the furore ac-
corded him the ideal opportunity to
live out the life of Mahatma Gandhi.

All he needed to de was to come
to South Africa, invite all races to a
particular premiere and pronounce
that, should' there be any hassles, a
defiance campaign against this in-
justice of segregation should ensue.

That is  what Mahatma Gandhi
would have done. Instead Sir Ri-
chard acted the coward by declining
to come to South Africa.

Mahatma was not the man to run

away from ugly situations. In fact
he saw it as morally abhorrent to
shirk a responsibility in order to
maintain a facile moral and politi-
cal stand.
- Evidently Sir Richard missed this
vital aspect of his hero. There is a
real  difference, Sir  Richard,
between acting out the life of some-
one on stage and screen and actu-
ally living it out. You deserved the
many Oscars but in your personal
behaviour you made a travesty of
the life of your hero. For that you
deserve brickbats.

® Meshack Mabagoane (33) wa:
born in Springs and studied a
Waterford School, Swaziland
and the University of Nairobi. He
is editor-publisher of Africar
Impact, a “black insight” maga-
zine published in Johannesburg.
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andhi’s rel
enter premie

By BRUCE STEPHENSON
London Bureau

LONDON. — Mahatma Gandhi’s
relatives in Britain have joined the
growing international row over
whether Sir Richard Attenborough
should attend the whites-only pre-
miere of the film “Gandhi® in Jo-
hannesburg next week.

The unseemly row over the segregat-
‘ed screening of a film which has cap-
tured the giobal eye and eight Oscar
‘awards has been headlined world-wide.

Instead of flying back to London from
Los Angeles yesterday to a torrent of
praise for the Oscar awards, Sir Richard
— the film’s producer — was bitterly
criticised and accused of hypocrisy for
his plaus to attend the Johannesburg
‘premiere. :

And in the House of Commons the
Prime Minister, Mrs Margaret Thatch-
er, answered angry opposition criticism
of Sir Richard’s glanned visit bz saying
it was a personal matter and she could
ot intervene.

Gandhi’s adoptive granddaughter
Miss Shanti Naidoo, who lives in London,

esterda o&posed the screening of the
ilm in South Africa.

“It is not in the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi, who was the person who insti-
gated the boycott movement in South
Africa, to isolate South Africa. He was a
‘great believer in isolation.”.

Asked how she viewed Sir Richard’s
statement that Gandhi would have wan-
ted the film to be shown in South Africa
to convey its central message, Miss Nai-
doo said:

“No, I don’t think that the South Afri-
can people need to be told they are
oppressed people. I think they know and
they are righting the system.”

She doubted that whites would be af-
fected by the film’s message.

At Heathrow Airport yesterday Sir
Richard said his decision to attend the
premiere had been an agonising one.

“The conclusion I had to arrive at was
whether it was better to have the film
shown in South Africa uncut, exactly as
it is, or not to have it shown at all.

“Gandhi’s hopes and aspirations were
that (froblems should be solved without
murder and slaughter and that the in-

equities and iniquities of racial preju-
dice should be exposed,” he said. |
He said he planned to attend the pre-
miere of the film in Soweto as well.
Sir Richard said he understood the
complaints against his attending the
segregated premiere were that it would
be a more acceptable situation if an
application had been made for a mixed
audience at the premiere. ’
“ didn’t know, and was not told, such
a thing was possible and quite honesﬂ{
to have to apply in order to put a blac
man next to a white man for a public
remiere seems to me to be the most

%

atives

(y "9.¢d

re row

dishonourable piece of activu. To have a
token black and token.ctloured is like
aving a token woman' on a board of
irectors. I think it’s unacceptable. Even
£1 had known, I dor’t think I would have
applied.”
He said he was sure the film could
help the situation in South Africa.

Theé chairman of the Transvaal Gan-
dhi Centenary Council, Mr N G Patel,
said last night the council did not stand
for segregated audiences, neither did it
want an “indulgence” for the film.

The organisation’s premiere would
take place as planned in Fordsburg on
April 22.

The Fordsburg premiere is part of the
council’s campaign to raise R400 000 to
restore Tolstoy Farm, near Lenasia, on
which Gandhi lived from 1909 to 1914,
and to establish the farm as a.resource
centre — an institute of studies on non-
violence.

«Pg show the Gandhi filinto a non-
racial crowd on a permit is an indul-
gence which is not correct. It would be
irogic and defeat the purpose,” Mr Patel
said.

And the Durban premiere of the-film,
which is being organised by the Rotary
Club of Isipingo-Prospecton, would defi-
nitely be opened to all races. the club
president, Mr Gerry Naidoo, said
yesterday.
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| CRITICS in India and
Indian critics
elsewhere have not
been very much
taken up by the film
of Gandhi’s life and
works, entitled
““Mahatma Gandhi”’.
On the other hand
White critics here
and in the West cer-
tainly have the best
things to ‘say about
the film,

The question really is by
why standards is the film
to be judged. It spans
something like fifty years
in the life of one of the
greatest men to have trod
the earth and deals with a
unique political revolution
which broke up the British
Indian Empire.

The film is no more than
a montage of episodes in
the life of Gandhi and his
experiences and ex-
periments here in South
Africa and in India,

Because of this kind of
treatment and because of
the absence of any connec-
ting commentary people
who are not familiar with
Gandhian history miss a
great deal of history but
the message is clear,

It is very, very sketchy
or: Gandhi’s South African
life and what there is of it
is disconnected and if you
look at it with the eyes of a
historian there are certain-
ly some, shall I say, mis-
takes of fact.

on 'Gan

® MISTAKES

The train which carries
Gandhi from Durban and
from which he was bundled
out is labelled ‘‘South
African Railways”” and
certainly seems to be
hurtling from Durban to
Pietermaritzburg. - Actual-
ly what carried Gandhi
was a NGR-Natal Govern-
ment Railways. The
African Railways were
only due to come in some
seventeen years later,

The dramatic burning of
the ‘“‘passes”, too, is not
without error, My reading
of the history of the times
tells me that the reference
was to ‘‘permits”’.

Certainly not ‘‘passes”
and they were burnt in
what used to be called a
“kaffir port’” — the three-
legged one. I wonder what
do we have call these pots
today.

There is much to be
faulted in the film in detail
but its validity lies in the
total message it carries.
Because of the massive
canvas with which it deals
it cannot be judged in

~terms :of history. There

will, in any case, be as
many views about the film
as there are critics and
assessors,

® oUT

So after years and years
of dedicated service to the
cause MN Pather has been
“‘ousted’’ from Sacos. I say
‘‘ousted”’ although “Sacos
PROs say that MN: has
stood down,

It is equally interesting
to note that MN has been
elevated to post of patron
from which my: friend
George Singh was sacked
because he elected to play
golf at Windsor Park

Critic’s

A

against a directive by
Sacos.

I think I have already
mentioned the fact that
even though I have spiked
MN |he has not reacted in a
petty manner, unlike other
sports administrators -and
politicians who turn their
faces away when they see
me. MN is always ready
for a chat — a thorough
gentleman,

Perhaps he might recall
when we first met — in
Pembroke Chambers from
where he engaged in his
business and played and
administered tennis, I
doubt if he will stay on the
sidelines. He should be get-
ting into public life again.

@ FUNNY

It is somewhat funny
that the president of a
national organisation like
Sacos should step down
from that post and then
become its secretary. This
is not the way things are
done. But still who can
fathom the mind of Sacos. I
should have thought that
after giving up the
presidency, Morgan
Naidoo would have gone to
the position of patron,

@ VERY FUNNY

Even more funny is the
fact that the ‘‘former
patron of Sacos”, George
Singh, was authorised to
represent Sacos at the
Asian Games; in New Delhi
at the end of last year, He
carried an official ‘“tikkut”
for the purpose given him
on a Sacos letterhead — or
notepaper — and signed by
its then Secretary-General
, MN:Pather.

And this after he had
been booted out by Sacos
because of his decision to
play non-racial golf on at

eye
dlhi”

7 . (-') /ﬂr‘

the Win'dsb Park Golf

Course which Sacos
declared was a haraam
venue.

In fact so hurt was
George by the ““expulsion”
and so much attached was
he to Sacos that he began
signing himself as ““former
patron of Sacos.”

Will somebody tell me
how then did George Singh
get the mandate to repre-
sent Sacos at the Asian
Games?

& EQUALLY

Equally funny is the deci-
sion by my :pet golf club,
the Durban Golf Club
which has now decided to
perpetuate the memory of
Papwa. When Papwa died
the DGC refused to have
anything to do with his
name or memory because,
so it claimed, Papwa had
fouled up the non-racial
principles of sport by play-
ing on White golf courses,

When it came ‘to the
naming of the Linear Park
Golf Course the DGC can-
vassed against it being
named after Papwa. Now
it has produced a special
score card with Papwa’s
picture on it.

Good for my club. At
least it is becoming prac-
tical and reasonable.
Perhaps the officials will
care to look up some
records and discover the
fact that there is a decision
to do something for
Papwa’s widow and family
at a later stage,

® STOCKED

It’s a nice long week off
work that’s coming for
most people, It is no secret
that I've taken advantage
of the liquor war and have
done a bit of stocking-up to
tide me over the period.



Cinema
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Triumph of a Martyr’s Will

GANDHI Directed by Richard Attenborough, Screenplay by John Briley

N o matter how vast and tumultuous the
crowds assembled for its most spec-
tacular sequences, no matter what the
cost and care lavished on its re-creation of
vanished epochs, no matter how vividly it
realizes the violence of great historical
forces caught up in deadly conflict, the
epic cinema finally depends on small
matters—the touch of a hand, a look in
the eyes, a whisper of dialogue—to make
a lasting emotional connection with its
audience. This is particularly true of films
about figures whose claim on the atten-
tion of the world is exerted not through
force of arms but through force of mind
and spirit. The temptation, which has be-
come almost a generic convention, is for
film makers to adopt a dehumanizing rev-
erence, which creates a holy void, a sort of
white hole, at the center of the film.
Meanwhile, they hope that background
bustle will distract audiences from notic-
ing that the protagonist seems to be on
permanent leave of absence.

It is the singular virtue of Gandhi that
its title figure is also a character in the
usual dramatic sense of the term. As por-
trayed by Ben Kingsley, 37, an actor from
the Royal Shakespeare Company making
his film debut, Gandhi must age some 50
years. In the process he must convert him-
self from the vigorous, somewhat arro-
gant, somewhat dandyish young lawyer
who first caught the world’s attention
with his nonviolent resistance to South
Africa’s racial laws, to the saintly martyr
who finally captured the world’s con-
science as he willed a nation into being.
It is impossible to recall an actor who

has aged more persuasively over the.

course of a movie, suggest-
ing more with subtleties
of movement than with
prodigies at the makeup
table the gently graduated
taxations of age.

Of course in playing
Gandhi, an actor must
be less concerned with
physical verisimilitude
than with spiritual pres- °
ence, and here Kingsley is |
nothing short of astonish-
ing. His Gandhi is no
mystic, but a man with a
practical political sense,
an almost sly awareness of
other men’s motives and
how they might be levered
to advance his own cause, " |
and, above all, a sense of
self-irony. He seems al-
ways to be keeping a
wary, testing eye on him-
self, conscious of his own
failings, watchful that he

Kingsley and Bergen in Gandhi

stances it would be a pleasure to report
that his directorial skill matched his pro-
ducer’s zeal, but Attenborough’s style is
traditional-stately. His imagery of the In-
dian landscape has a conventional hand-
someness that is more pre-
dictable then enlivening.
His staging of the many
and brutal confrontations
between Gandhi’s follow-
ers and their official
oppressors is competent
and craftsmanlike, but the
electricity that someone
like David Lean can bring
to work of this kind rarely
| crackles from the screen.
Historical personages are
played by stars (John Giel-
gud as Lord Irwin, Can-
dice Bergen as Photogra-
pher Margaret Bourke-
White), who do their bits
professionally but more
often than not are forced
to carry an awkward bur-
den of exposition. They
are history’s telegraphers
rather than emotionally
involved characters in his-

1+ tory’s drama.
All of which matters

not succumb to the vanity
of power. Kingsley’s per-
formance suggests that Gandhi’s ability to
lead derived not from the fact that he was
different from other men but from his
awareness that he was so like them, with
only the force of his will to set him apart.
In short, he was an example self-made,
not born.

Sir Richard Attenborough’s film
(which runs over three hours) is itself the
product of an unflagging will; it took him
more than 20 years to finance and mount it
(cost: about $22 million). In the circum-

A refusal to be flashy.

less than one might think.
Indeed, the refusal to be’
flashy finally seems to be an earnest of
the obvious idealism that Attenborough
brought to his work, and of his apparent
desire to both demythologize and demys-
tify his subject, thus restoring Gandhi
to human dimension. The director’s sty-
listic self-denial serves to keep one’s at-
tention fastened where it belongs: on a
persuasive, if perhaps debatable vision of
Gandhi’s spirit, and on the remarkable
actor who has caught its light in all its
seasons. —By Richard Schickel









Attenf?orough
for S Ksrica

FRESH from his Oscar-w'mning trivmph, the director ol
Gandhi, Sir Richard Attenborough, arrives in Johannes-
burg on Wednesday-

He is visiting to promote his epic tale of the Jegendary:
Indian {eader which, in addition to taking eight Oscars,
has also won five Golden Globe awards, including the
awards for Best Foreign Film, Best Actor and Best.

Director. . u J ?\
Attenborou h also got the Best idectof Osca r his
film which {ook him decades to research and R25-m to get
off the ground. Although it has opened to public and
eritical enthusiasm overseas, it has encountered contro-
versy since the Oscar ceremony.

Historians agsert that the three-and-a-half-hour feature
has omitted s'\gmficant incidents and politicians who
helped forge the history of India and that it is jdealistic
to suggest that Gandhi liberated ‘his country from the:
British yoke virtually single-hamled.

This view is not only untenable, itis a myth, Durban
attorney and historian Mr Hassim Seedat wrote in a ré-
view in the Indian weekly newspaper Post. He described
the film as seriously flawed and contested that Gandhi set
back independence in India by 95 years.

However, Attenhorough has countered the criticism by:
‘saying his main aim was to capture the spirit of the man.
‘The film is about Mahatma Gandhi, not India’s indepen-
dence struggle.
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The Gandhi-NIC W%lggég myth

D v
SIR — I have had octgg)n over the last few weeks to
look into my notes on the history of Indian indentured
labourers in Natal. I find that neither MK Gandhi
nor the Natal Indian Congress, which he established,
took any effective interest in the welfare of the in-
dentured labourers or their descendants.

Gandhi was only interested in the indentured la-
bourers as a lever to protect and advance the inter-
ests of the Indian merchant class of his time in South
Africa while the NIC itself set its face resolutely
against identification with the “coolies” except on the
occasions when it was to its interest.

The man who first espoused the cause of the inden-
tured labourers and their descendants on the subject
of the three-pound-tax was Mr P.S. Aiyar, who found-
ed and edited The African Chronicle.

Unfortunately, no account of his life or-work exists
because he has been overshadowed by the Gand-
hi/NIC myth. I have for some years been gath-
ering information on his life. I recall that in 1938, he
had his Africa Chronicle Printing Press in Agnes
Road, off Old Dutch Road, Durban. It was just a pot-
beiler. I lived a few doors away. Mr Aiyar later lived
in Cator Manor and, when I made contact in the early
Fifties with some members of his family, I was told
that his papers and documents were destroyed during
the January 1949 African uprising against Indians in

Durban. d
~ I should like to get a study of Aiyar’s life and work
off the ground and shall be grateful for any informa-
tion which your readers might be able to furnish.

R.S. NOWBATH, Asherville

Otherwise it was fine

SIR — While I wholeheartedly endorse what your -
critic, George Nisbet, wrote about Kamiel d’'Hooghe’s
organ recital and I sympathise with him over the
lack of written information (programmes were not
available), the welter of incorrect information con-
tained in his review (Tonight, February 24) is quite
inexcusable.

The Bach Prelude and Fugue which Professor
d’Hooghe played was in E minor not D minor. Buxte
hede (sic) wa a Danish-born German composer and
not Flemish. (Buxtehude is the name). The Flemish
composer in question was Matthias van den Gheyn
and he lived in the 18th, not the 17th century. Most or-
ganists would be delighted if Cesar Franck had com-
posed seven chorals. In fact, he wrote only three and
it was the second we heard on Monday.

And finally Floor Peters should read Flor Peeters.

CYRIL R. GROVER
(Organiser, Music (SABC, Natal)

Gandhi’s work among the labourers

SIR — As father of the Natal Indian
Congress, Mahatma Gandhi was a lead-
er who was attuned to the problems of

the people.

It is thus a gross distortion to sug-
gest, as R S Nowbath does (The Daily
that Gandhi did not
take" any effective steps or interest in
the welfare of indentured labourers,
Gandhi was alert to the problems of
the people and in this specific respect
he worked among them and endea-
voured to find avenues for new and bet-
ter ways of rearranging their social
and political structures. Consequently,
he became involved in the affairs of

News, March 7),

_indentured labourers,

India.

In 1894, the then Natal Government
sought to impose an annual tax of £25
on ex-indentured labourers.

Gandhi was astonished by this pro-
posal which was patently designed to
discourage Indians from encroaching
on white business. Gandhi himself was
a victim when attempts were made to
deny him the right to practise law in
Natal.

In direct response to the impending
law_, Gandhi and Congress unanimously
dec!dgd to organise the necessary op-

posxtlo_n and the result was a fierce
campaign. The tax was reduced to €3,
SABER AHMED JAZBHAY
Onalhert

Gandhi a powerful voice

SIR — From Wits came the Swan study of Gandhi
some years ago and R.S. Nowbath (The Daijly News,
March 7) is doing no more than echoing™what was
said by Ginwalla in London and indirectly hinted at
by Bhana of UDW. These studies are in line with
those in India which say that Gandhi never took
“effective interest” in the workers and {e;S}nts of

’ o 2
Gandhi is big enough to take all’ these criticisms

and yet emerge as the most powerful voice of all
Indian South Africans — including the indentured —
during his 21-year stay in our country. And indeed he
was the most powerful voice of the people of India.

I advise Mr Nowbath to have another look at his

notes and he might find that in the 1913 strike of
the sugar workers in Natal and in the march to the
Transvaal in 1913, Gandhi was taking an “effective
interest” in indentured Indians for their welfare.

SATYAGRAHI-TRUTH, Merebank
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History — 1

Readers who want more edu-

cational material and articles :
on life skills should buy edi-

Readers who are interested in
the latest business and finan-
cial news, should buy editions
carrying |

tions marked

Al editions, aimed at all readers, are widely available.

-+ princes who were loyal to the British,
were allowed to continue to separat

“the Diwan, or Prime.Minister, of Por

.. India's western coast. It was an ap
.- pointment that ran in the family

.- Hig. first Janguage was Gujarat hi

. day, his mother prayed in the femple.
;. She would fast for long perieds and she
 * seemed to her youngest son fo be a fig
i, ure of pure saintliness. -
.- He was a shy boy, who was fright-
- ened of the dark, He was not very good
*.at school work, but he showed a rare

- honesty, When a teach
.- Suggested that he should cheat. to im-
< press the school inspector, he refused

pointjblank_tu obey. . -

~‘When he was 13 his"pér‘eiitvs arranged

* cised the custom of child-marriage, but
. at the time he readily accepted it. Mox

~.and he soon became devoted to her. He
" was a demanding husband, and Kastur-
i bai felt he restricted her too much. She
* was supposed to get his permission be-
., fore seeing her friends, or visiting the

. learned that' non-yiolent  persuasion

~lance would prove to'be a powerful
_weapon, in the struggle for soci
olitica_l reform. L ;o
;“Pangs of conscience

|+ For several months at a time; Kas-
urbai returned to-live with her' par-

‘'early years of a child marriage, Mean-
J.while, Mohandas conti

ne

te meat, they could become as strong
v 83 “the mighty Englishmen” seemed to
+-be, and. thep-one day overturn British

‘When ;Moh*:‘znd'as' da{ndpi was barn in -

Ghandi's early

{)rincely states, Mohandag' father was ...

,-bandar;"a small princely state on -

| “family's religion-was Hindu. Every".

ance ‘slyly -

~for him to marry. In later life, he criti- .

- handas’ bride, Kasturbai, was also 13, -

. temple, Firmly, she resisted, until he *
. grew to accept her point of view. It
., Was a valuable Jesson to Mohandas: he -

2 could convinge people’ that they were
«wrong. Years later, non-violent resis-

» ents. This was_ customary. during. the -
ed to atfend .

“of hi‘s;‘Muslim friends at this .

narriage

;< o e
o

.q.,f,‘ﬁ;-_' ‘EI“ WL 3

s rule In India, Mohandas had always

" thought of himsell as weak and

. cowardly and meat seemed a: possible
cure for cowardice. But his parents be-
lieved in ayolding unnecessary killing

< and like many Hindus, they were vege-

: tarians. He thought they would be
“shocked to death” to know he was eat-
ing meat, 5o he experimented with his
'friend in-great secrecy. ]

. However, it proved too painful to his

¢ conscience Lo deceive his mother and
father for long: After ealing a tolal of
only five or six meat dishes, hie gave up
meat-eating for good. ve A
. Other boyhood offences Inciuded
. Stealing coins from the servants with
which to buy cigarettes, and stealing a
_ piece of gold from his brother, He only
did this o pay oif a debt owed by the
same brother to someone clse, but be

Gandhi's wedding. His head is covered in traditional decorations.

felt so ashamed that he wrole a note of
confession to his father. His father for-
gave him and father and son fell a dee-
pened affection for each other, It was

‘the end of Mohandas' dishonest behay-

iour,

Some months after this incident, his
father became ill, and for weeks Mo
handas nursed him. Then one night,
Jjust as he had left him Lo be with Kas-
turbai, who was now prégnant, his fa-

‘ther died. Addeqd to his grief, Mohandas:

developed a sense of guilt at ot having.
been present ai his father's death,

‘Shertly afterwards, the baby Kasturbai'
‘had been carrying died, foo. Gandhi
felt these two sad events were a judge-
‘ment upon him for his behavioue. 1.
. Erom: Gandhi, by Nigel Hunter, ilins-

trated by Richard Hool; published by
Wayland in the Great Lives serles.

and

biogrophy of Gandbhi. ;
Tople ~ large calpur chort o
b i Ll Bk bl

I‘aisioLyLPfemly |lf: i‘ncludiqg Elinn'.;rl;urs'. P'etulk -
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ifoql of hhnse}f

< put that-this is far. from
e seen in 4 glincé at Mr. Turner’s Index.
steol,. Blies; Body Odour, Bok. .

Boswell, Bow,’ 7. . "Breath, bad,
shonest; pregnant . . . Comic Guts, Com-~
ourting—quotation could be continued
ty. ~The most alarming entty is probabl

_scarcity of.” Not the:least qntriguing s

dn dark.”? :
Mr. Turner traces from

Dr, Kinsey; but his ornissions are rather

3. For classical-antiquity, his star witness -

“for the Middle Ages, Abelard and. the

3 courtly love, But he makes no mention

ig respectable Imperial courtships, or of*

¥di; or of Paolo and Francesca.- Later in
“perhaps advisedly—he leaves out most

A their supposed’
15 with the’cave-men to their latest tabu- -

- made honourable, proposals on the river; latef,

ntinént of Europe, save for g’revealing ’

f “as recently as Febriaty, 1953, the

jurts were-called on to detide whether a

seen lovers in a cinema constituted an

e, in a
of The*
written
as

%estor_atiox_x.’f Bur the eult of sensibility, .the new

tised :in’ remote “districts: “ Forrication,” wyote .
the Reverend J. W. Trevor, * was nbt regarded”
as vice, scarcely as a frailty, by the common people
in.Wales.” . Elséwhere, however, :the. heyday. of
formal -courtship ‘was at hand. Hemmed in by

"-scheme for developing cottage industrye

o~

Gandhi’s_campaigns against Untoughabili
¢communal violence; he -played g leading pa
founding Harijan and subsidising the Mahatm:

11 -
5
7iIn politics; 4G, D.5Birla Has ‘always been '@ :
moderate. - Like Gandhi, he was an orthodbx
du and no Socialist. But he was above all |
ationalist, long hoping through personal con<
acts between English politicians and Gandhi, 16}
persuade the British to abandon their illusion that |
Tadians could. be bought .off ‘with proposals
which ensured that at every point the real de-:
cisions should be made by the British and that}
the economic interesis of India should be sul

prudery and chaperones,.younig men in straw hats

greatly daring, they snatched kisses in the cabing of
Ferris Wheels and: began to read H. G. Wells.
Mr, Turner clearly regrets that era, for his com-
‘ments-on the oné that followed, ushered in by the
blies “and the ‘tango, are unexpectedly sharp.

“YWhen the box labelled ‘Sex’ had been sprung

et Otherwise, his survey takes in most -
] Yy

xually significant periods.of British and
y-historyy,and :its only notable gaps here
Jence on . love. in British universities—a
g but ungharted field—and its neglect of
ical Konversat <
ipany some forty years ago in'the cities
chusetts. *

3¢ the hilarious questionmaire with which
711 equipped his ambassddors to the
. Queen of Naples, the richesg:sources for

. .In: flat contradiction of the manu-
f an_historic spap, Mr,.Turner thus
veilsy of George s ladi
“Heavily made-up beauty, in those days of

t cosmeties; was lke ‘making love to an .« _

.tacky, puff-ball whi,wcl;f_wgsi‘l_igbl;e';o dis-

‘Kards which begitiled.

er’s’ History lie:in the ¢ighteentht and ’
centuries.” The former..was markedly .

-a ‘Renaissance palace”_ In spite of cars,
“'phones,-cinemas,

“Making ' a

cessful business men,

open, the first thing to fly out—though hardly
anyone realised.it at the time—had been magics”
Coupled with the mention of long hair and long
skirts, these: sound- a. lirtle like .the words of &
fetichist: but other, comments belie them,, For
the first time in history the ‘fallen woman’ got
up ‘again »—* Rarely ‘had ~schoolmasters confis- .
cated - such “engiossing. ‘literature from " their
pupils”—“ A big office had as. many underclir:
rents of intrigue, as many stealthy courtships;

=3

and television-—even in spite-of
advertiserienis-T Don’t let his eye see unsighitly
fuzzl ¥)—ji€ magic and the fun stilt’ seem to ‘be
4 Mz, Turner’s sparkling narrative only
5 5 Tt could hardly do oth
make one. . .

RICHARD MAYNE

~'THE MAHATMA: 2,107

103, 64. 4
Mr.” G, D. Birla, one of Iadia’s mest's
began, his close friendship

h *Mahatma Gandhi-in; 1924, - Gandhi had
just ‘published ‘his * dutobiograpby My Experi-
ments with Truth, and Birla wrote t0 him for
advice in‘a difficult dispute within his own Comz
munity. - He was converted to non-violgnce when..

| he was with the Mahatma but awayjfram hint -
had his doubts. -Was it not: too-mucli to expget’
| his-followers to receive blows-from lathis withont

_complaint; as, Hindys, were they not! to protect”
the honour of their womenfolk and- was not the:
violence . of "Muslims less when. they . Knew ‘that

.the. Hindus were. prepared to hit back? Gandhi N

" gxplained-—with ‘the 'strength of his |success ;|

the leader -of non-violgnr resistance inm - South: -
. Africa-behind him—that it was long-distance
sults whichhad to be considered. ‘Hdé-also co
pleted ‘Birla’s conversion to the idea of celi
(He suggested & vow 10 Be: taken im th J
. of ‘his wife!) . He sought:Birla’s asgistance in his-
carapaign, for cow..protection: and ex
him the advantages. of fasting, :;not
two days but for ten to fifteen:days.
he explained later in a letter 10, Rajag
is-only usgful if it is a,spiritual act:
produgt of a’ diseaséd pr: an. arrogan
will merely tortiire, the body and ‘ex¢i
| contemapt “according 40’ thie ‘temperan)
people who may hear of it.. Do take this advi
from an.expert.” ... Birla was ‘not convincgd:
‘at’ all"points’ by Gand] !

shrewd -and independent’
“last - days when: ‘Gandhd lived- at ]
in Dethi, and was nurdered in- his!
1reated bim with all the deference die to'a great -
man, friend and-leader. But he ermained at:
times, baffled by his co'ntradictions;" hrough:
out thesé years -he gave large sums money,:
not so much to Congress as to particular’ causesy
which Gandhi had specially at ‘heatt, €
-complains that he hardly liked 10 agk!
‘and 'his’ brothers for money Beca
gave exactly what he’ askef

?

his  In the. Sﬁa-dow' of ‘the Mahatma. By G. D.
LUUURIRLAL T Ovient Longimans: : .

plained 10,

otdingted to ‘those -of England.; Birla's. account ;
lof his conversations, in-ihe. sutii of 193 ‘
n later occasions, with
ind Labour leaders show

asily gulled, though optimistic ‘about the. tesults -

B

of personal contacts. Why, he was perpetually-:
asking, did’ these men in whose hands . the real:
power of England lay, not realise that Gandii:
whas a friend of .England,.and. the real safeguard
against Commiunism?  They seemed-—Lord:
Lothian, Lord. Halifax, Baldwin, Churchill, Lord,
Linlithgow, Attlee, R, A; Butler; Lord Zetland, .
the “chief officials of the India"Office and many
dthers—genuinely ‘men of good will, men of-
peace, and liberal in their attitude to India,. Yek!
they were ‘afraid; to- talk to:Gandhi ‘or: to negor:
vate with Congress. Some of “them, notably
Ramsay- MacDonald, were mere bags-of hot airy’
others; like Hoare, and of course Halifax; ‘were
prepared’ to' make' efforts ‘to understand and 8
listen, especially to an influential busihess magn
who knew Gandhi. well-and was yet. prepared to
argue. that all this odd Eastern moral: approach
@4 political problem ought to be taken serious!
Luinch with Winston Chyrchill was exhilarating;
Birla found him, in his bricklayer’s costume, "
lively and sympathetic but oddly ignorant and’
out of date about India, The..truth is that,
Churchill as a-young polo-playing -officer. had

a§:when he talked to the late Loid Salisbury :
7 Old deaf ‘mad. Not fhuich -grit ‘or wit, but feels :
* his responsibility, Asked me if I was asiached ta'
. Gandhiji; te which I said * Yes.”.:He replied tha
"he had never had the privilege of meéeting M
Gandhi. . . ..He admired Mr. Gandhi’s, saintliness, -
d_jntentipns, but he added,
“you Indians make i
.yo great - quali 5
‘peridfice. > “England has -got ‘the expérience’of @ :
thousand years:behind her. #You have none” L4
~said, “Our background is far more ancient and -
cregitable than that of England.”  He said, T do:
‘pot -want 1o minimise your civilisation. and philar
sophy and all that is far greater than that of any "
‘oiber copntry, bur ‘not in_democtacy. You have ..
‘yet to learn’t " I'said, “Did you hot"make mis<
- :pakes?” THe said, “Yes.” I'added, “Because wi
e lacking in cerrain things-we need fiiendship.
He is a nice man; but T ‘don’t think. he, coul
of uses i .
irla, it will-be seen; ‘has the English habj
of-understatement. )

o KiNG'SLéY'MARijkN i

! THE NEW NYMPHOLEPT.
The Pick of Punch.. Chatio & Windus. 125 6
“The réjuvenation of Mr. Punch "tnder th
editorship of Malcolm ‘Muggeridge ‘Is qguite. &
phenomenon, The old pympholept has becoie
sharp, slick and satirical, very unlike his formeg-
uddyduddy;-and genetally unfunny yet spmehow:
istitutiopalself, * Is this; as Somesappeat 1o think,”
dire omen?. Does it mean that everythifg: is
going even faster to hellin a handcart than we had .,
supposed? The reasauing oniwhich such appre~.
heénsion is, based is as follows: the old: Punch was'}
& prodiiet-of middle-class: complacency; +its subé}
stitution by a new; ‘bright, hard, more- intellige
type of caper must be a symiptom:of profound
‘heaval if not despair. The old Punch was: nev
satirical,-or if it tried to bejshe satire had so ligddé
agid in it_that you could leave a copy about for-
‘weeks. without -it burning the: injest hole in the.
The iew is-offen satipicaly buf i )
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< lished, is & canvas for politica

‘graffiti, The writing on'the walls
contrasts sharply with the mood
with which the settlement was %
founded. A crude sketch of an -
AKAT is daubed on ene of the
. walls, while swastikas and AWB
insignia adorn one of the pillars, . |-
- Grotesque human' figures ‘are’
‘painted. on 'the . fagade, 'and
praises to the IFP, ANC and SAP
“are- scribbled - on, varipus sec-

ions.

elinie:

running water. "0
s Although * a . dayn

. of the settlement is consi
must b

he Phoenix Settleme
Tust Ay ST

“linkéd in esse;

- yestpration
estoration meaningful, : -, .-

‘the Durha
,gs‘ithe pegpleofIndia. .

lorig

pecessity.” Ramgobin said.

s i
hamed of themselves.” « -

zadrs of Indda, Fwarming w
young ‘m%}ﬁin Gandhi- ea

g “Ghandhi Ki Jai!? Nat
did he eare an:iota what the sa.
hibs in the Bombay Yacht Club

‘:- The only functional bujlding’
.remaining in the settlement is a s [ ..
It serves - about 1500 ¢

; ﬁatiex_]tsva‘week- and is.the-only ™
.. bullding “with "electricity and

: ting : ‘aﬁé
mammoth. task, the restoration ™
dereda ..

“Chairman -of the trust Mewa
tamgobin' explained that the -
estoration of the little village'is
nce tathe restora-
Jtion of peace and justice in
outh Afriea. He added that “ng . :

itical * group, - whether oin e

T, -the' on-going vio- '
the area is hampering
efforts of the settle [
meni. He stressed that a stable 7 |7«
leadership will hava to be estah- |
lished in Bambayi to make any.’

- Bamgobin 'said the-idea 'of

estoring the settlement has met
with favourable responses from
n City Couneil, agwell

The Phoenix-Settlement be-
; 510 the political heritage of

- the whble of South Africa. The :
-restoration ' of “the settlement *
.would not enly be a tribute to a
great life but is also a historical

. Lindelwa Mdlangiswa, whd iives in a shack near the Phoenix Setil
o ment; stands on the
The building; which
- and defaced wif

they: i will “betoms : was encouraging Mother, India
- to taunt the British. “Beat'me,
“beat me, beat me.:L won't ‘hit: v stic:
* baek, and while you are doing it '+ tention; but when he failed to

Whatthe mahatma really had”
hig eyes on thatday in Karadi, ag*

€ grey monkeys swung through -
$ mango {ree; was not the has

And:after’ you,have stood this
sart of scandal for a time' yon

e

o

parch of the nternatianal Printing Press building, «'| there were-sharp differénces '
once published the Indian Opinion is dilapidated. .
h grafitt. — Plcture by MIKE MATTHEWMAN -

apparant simplicity. It was only ..

a8 1 watched him at work that T

i bagin to see with what diaboli- <
+ cal’ ‘eunning such - simplicity ©
‘could be used. I saw the British
- driven almost frantic by it. Gan- =
hihimself may not have started
is’ Civil Disobedience move-
wment with: this masochistic in-

get full Civil Disobedience from
! the Indiahs (which wauld have :
*paralysed the British Setices,
1hin thret’ daysishe sestyaito
aye exploited this horromside
~of it. Tyen.a Holy Man it ap-.

= inspired by moral individua-
-| tion and that heled .in this

|- draw. the - kaffirs” and com-

* | Naidoo) asserted that Gandhi. |

| less and ignorant use 'of the

| “In 1906 the coloured commu. . :

‘| because the franchise was nat

i | ithemselves - apart - from  the

| Interestingly, in 1909 during |

LI ‘: QU Pt 9 ;‘:
exclusive’ |
IN both’ the articles that ap. ||
peared in The Natal Witness it |

.was evident that Gandhi's Pas- | |
sive Resistance Movement was

country anational strugsle —3 .
struggle on behalf of truth, God -
and India. However, one area

seems overlooked and that is

that'Mahatma *Gandhi’s - fight
was exclusively on behalf of
theIndians, it Lo oo

- Ironieally, Gandhi accepted:
white superiority but rejected

black equality. Early in 1904 -
he encouraged the Johannes:

burg ‘Town Council to “with--

T

plained that the “mixing was
? &lnfair and anundue tax on the
ndiang' patience”, -+ it -

+ Historian Jay Naidoo (not to v
be confused with Cosatu’s Jay ‘|

was critical of the whites’ eare-
word Coolie, yet his own use of
‘the term Kaffir was noiless™ 1
ignorant and noless careless. -,

| nity complained in a petition

extended to them in the Trans-

vaal and the OFS, In response *
to this petition Gandhi stated
‘we (Indians) consider that it*
. was awise policy on the part of .
the British Indians throughont

{;South - Africa to- have “kept

o inir sk

{)ﬁher coloured communtties in
‘the country”. o L Livle
- Gandhi- openly stated. that-

between British Indians and "
Jthe Kaffir races and said “we °
,nay entertain no ayersion to
Kaffir races, but we cannot'ig-
nore that there is no common
ground between them and us
inthe daily affairs of life”.; .
- We cannot call Gandhi racist ’
for, despite acknowledging the |
racial differences, he simul-"
taneously said being with Afri
- cans (his prison experignces),
‘gave an opportunity of experi-
encing’ their conditions. and
observing their habits. . |
- However, it would he false to | ;
-uphold that Mahatma Gandhi | .
was .the champion iof "the |
underprivileged - and ‘ repre- | -
| ysented. non-whites — his fight |
{was beyond doubt exelusively
or Indians, but which Indians

J &—traders or labourers? -

_the Passive Resistance Move
- menthe stated “it was the busi-

4

Fy

be s0 ‘Qshf_m‘e‘d of yquyseli’ ’-;,‘ pearsd IPLust ?".‘1?1"2' gully'to tri-" !
B g I burden of the strugale. 1t wash! _

i

who: shouldered the °

- their stake which was more at |

risk. beécause they enjoyed a ¥
" thigh statug’.t - e SRR g
' He also wrote that he had no
‘Wish to ‘see igngrant Indians
‘Whe cannot be ' expected to }

C

- understand the value pf'a vote.
+being placed on a Voters' List! .f
i i Jay Jugwanth §
e L Pietermaritzburg |
: Letter shortened © . - ©

bu

4 e
LSOt g 55 - BuTR



-T;THE ‘his

toric

+".The'blast ¢
eritie; Derek Mal
ought-to be:

{7 Mr. Maleolm;: writer

|~ It was set ufi by Gandhi
- 80'years ago al the time h
~Mas practising as.an atfor-
| Bey-dn Natal” ¢~ 7%
| 2 What Mr, Malcolm foynd
al the ‘setile :
- week horrified him,’
'“He said that: -

& historie

banks were 1y,
uarded, and 7 2
e Books which Tolstoy,
t%avgto«(}andhi were
s housed in oEen;boukcases. ;
»:"All South Africans, byt
particularly the - Indian:
~tommunity, eughi-to be
‘ashamed "of “themselves

-over the settlement's con:
dition.” . reoTe :

- di oW
. M. Maleolm  considers

+ 88 a8 tourist attraction as
|- well as being useful to the
socal community”

- Phoenix Settlement Trust:
Commiltee,: which man-
ages: the- settlement, saig‘

Mr, Malcolm was entitle

. ment’s condition, ;
'Concerned

L “The settlement may nat |
dive up to British or even
“8outh” African standards .
| for museums. Though the
- committée remains  con-
ﬁerned that Phoenix Set-
 terlorate. we do not apalo-
| g:gg £} jts' condition,” he |
said. v, e

" The setflement was ot
. Gandhi*was 1ot served by

Phoe
‘Mahatma Gandhi |
insult to ‘the. Indi

to be ashamed
ment’s condition. -

seftlement near Durban. Th

ment this i

g akgout un- -

<the settlement to-be | "
-Ytremendously - important. ;

Asspokesman for the:|:

.10 his view dn the seiflex. |\

. |i&pokesmag

ement should - not de-:|

JAn-perfect condition but [ =

colm;who
of t

*for the  liberal

LAy &An:«')
nix: S_ettl_eme_y_»
is falling into ne
an leader's ‘me
ame this weék from’
alsos
he;ns,elveso e
dian.
Lindideery

visiting Br

a1d

e s g
s o0 Mro Mohamed Khan

' -businessman. was elected
1 chairman of the party,
Mr, Kahn said the-party
endgrsed:the: goye
. Ment's reform: plan and
“will participate in an elgcr
“tion for the: Indian cham:
-ber of Parliament if.-ang
-when : the “new . eonstity-
tional® plans ‘are |
iplemented, - -«
= The fpaytv did" not have
(&ny official members yet ¢
-~ ivbutefforts will he madeé to
recruit.members from
| thljgughou‘t the cauntry, he
Sal, IAET g

mory,’

ish film
anshere

'that Indi
T the settle'{

¥

“BIRDS crashed to 3 humi:

0
Hating 15-0 defeat by Glen-
dene United in ain FPL first
division league game at

y 5. We:
~gl copiey

ery

L

ike

‘Meanwhile, the il

b i

of Indian Opin. °
on locked up — but for 5 " d
ry good reason. Too fre-

’ g@,age- will destroy

0ld newspaper,® he
he' committee  would
to invite Mr. Malcolm
to come ta Phoenix to help
us define and resolve the
- problems,” he said. » -

1-fat

‘ed
Gandhi film was at the
- centre of anpther . storm-

| Cape Town’s’ Athlone Sta-
dium on Friday night. -,
| Trevor Mauvel and Du
can Crowie “suared Fiv
goal& each. Andre Alexap,

5 Xﬁn clgx;ectoxi. Sir ﬁichaﬁd

ftenborough, apparenily
uckedoutg_ of . a.g SABC
tiempt to inelyde him on'*
8 Trans-Attantie hook-up

115 | der scored two and Melvin
- on the radio- PEDETAMIME, | Sayls, “Boobie” Sojomong.
Microphone in”, " .=+, and Georgie van Niekerk

resenterof the uogzular “5cored one Zoal each,
:SABC” programme:, Nigel: | 3¢0Te¢ i

. Birds, Transvaals new-"
-comers to the professional .
.|, soccer ranks, {ake op the
“| 'mighty Santos. in'a
t [ another league game af th
Vygieskraal §rtudi

:Murphy wanted. to put Sir -
“Richard against American
author Richard Grenjer —

lan

ym in Ry

S

oSy
Mewa Ramgohiy,
1a, Yunys Moha

training atthe cen
n_said; -
i "He ‘said M
| Was wro
the elinj
(ty. “The cline
ITeceivitig elgotyl
good few years

fi}

torieal ?tems; B
feel they she
fosed in" bars ang
T 10

-bedutiful- buildings ~and
; well-kept museums,

| ::The seltlement is sery
ing.Gandhi by educating |
. peaple in"Gandhi’s ideals-
1 and these people have; ;

g
a

kiow about the leadership
LBrogrammes and . work
,800Ds - run - by ‘the: settle-,
es he know, that:

igzent? Do
eanle like: Rick. Turner,

"The'c
to th
our
don't” intend:
and . insinngtj
éhexr %gxlou
¥ locking everything
We don't intend put
0aks . heHjneks i
o §

Ngaga
rahle. mot

#Gandhi's desk ang |
r’mt% Presses are !Hlse

his week as controversial

:their-pohitical:
ire, " the

AMr: Maleolm
u‘i i shying that
¢:.had 1o electrip.

has been' |

a4

ut we dan't: g
uld :be ¢

ke

urator has the key
€ museym. and. takes
guests’ around.. We'
Speculating

inst
ive

o
ting ¢
ir

Wite
s Mohammed™
(1 13nd Pravin' Gordhan ro.
[ 1eeived

ds, Cape. Fown, .~

IN an article on May i
eriticised the Indian vo
‘“-munity for not making
"4 sure that the Phoenix Sef-
Hement was a worthy and
use é‘ﬁxi

! aware that ‘some: radical
m- - Il?dians do not belfeve}m
the. principles of passive

i L d - espoused. These peo|
memorial-.te

of course, must make up
-their own . minds about
- supporting the settiement,
‘< But I certainly blame
those who beligve in Gan-
"dhi and hig ideals for not
- making absolutely sure
vthat the settlement and its
“trustées :are - given  the
maximum possible help
5T als “iviori. ™ -As for the idea of erect”
! Ei%laeilsfntse}?-\tfgwmtﬂ{%g” ing a statue to ~~G§q%}11i i
5 gouth r Africanfb(}oveéxi'y B)?xrn?:i%’, . Iorlhli)l?lzml‘.hi gr ig
j :fxféﬂtggaEv‘i‘:ftemsloéiegi sompleiely fyposritical
- in general were equally to ‘é“ dohai ywoul ik el
i be blamep tor Ko e o e
gtate of the sef ent, ' Y = y i
3 35 » man even ©Anything honousing him
"ngx{lg kllxiev»lxg:: ;}1 Indian: should be of -the max-
nd' he appealed’ to all® ‘imum possible use to the
%aces But 1 alse thought’ poor and exploited, whose
- that the fndian commumity © cause he never coased to
* could “and" should ‘have “espouse. — DEREK MAL.
‘done’ more, T am’ well® COLM, Durban.
i TIE TR

Gandhi, > 0 7
The response from the
trustees of the settlement
seemed to suggest that T
was. criticising them. On
- the contra%y, I think that-

they have done excellent
‘-work under sometimes
(- very. difficult- eireumst-
L amces L

i Your

sresistance  which Gandhi -
ple,

eyl

€
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| TODIC TODAY

‘Readers who want more edu-
cational  material: and. articles
on. life ‘skills should buy . edi-

Y

tions marked;

‘Gandhi i
~“Gandhi’s family hoped’ that he. might
* become a Diwan, like his father and .
' ‘grandfather before him. For this, it"
- would be'a great advantage for hir to
‘study law in England, Having given a
solemn pledge to his mother-not to. -
“touch wine, women and meat, he sailed -
:from Bombay in September 1888. For
“nearly three years, he would be.away
*from Kastirbai, who had just given
--birth toagon, . mre

“« Gandhi was il af ease in Britain a
- first. He had very little confiderice b
sStudied English- manners, dressed ex
s pensively, and {ook dancing. lessons
| trying 1o fif intp English society as a
. gentleman. The English diet, inchuding -
. meat, was difficult for him. Then he
= discovered that not all British people
» ate meat, and he became a Heading
7 member of the Vegetarian Sotiety o
* England. He began to eat ¢heap, nour-
 ishing meals; and becatne interested in
> simplifying his lifestyle. He aldo stact-
+; =d to write articles for the Vegetarian .-
“Society's journal. Whils Jiving in Lon-
i don, Gandhi first read the Bhagavad
- Ghita, the greatest Koly bovk of Hindu-
¢ Ism. AS d hoy, hé had known some of
© the Hindu stories, but-had not held any
- patticular religions beliefs. He had de-
7 veloped Iriendships with people of-
i many different religions. This belped

>

ridens h

B

Africa suffered daily.

90000 Indians lived and worked in
SouthAfrica under white British rule,
often in appalling conditions, and many
were treated almost as slaves. Only a
few hundred Indians, who owned a
large amount of land, enjoyed the tight
$o.vole In the South African govern:
ment. For all the Indians,
restrictions were a way of life.

.- Continning his journey to Preloria,
» Gandhi faced more Insults, On a stage-
coach, he was again shocked by a re
fusal to be allowed to take a place in-

Bhagaved Gita, and then the Chyis
tian New Testament, had a profound
ceffectombim. oot AR
" As soon. a3 he had qualified i 1a
;" Gandhi returned home to India. His
; prospects as a lawyer were uncertain
b 0f his nerve i py
- Thefra chance came to work on a busi- ;
“.ness dispute in South Africa. This
hanged his fife. ~ ..o 1 ;
he challeng

- Soon affer his arrival in Soath Afri
.ca, while travelling o the city of Pro:

side the coach. He was then beaten by
-the driver for refusing to &t on the
footboard, outside the carfiage,

- The journey to Pretoria spurred him
action. In the face of this racial
- injustice, Gandl
iy and ralled 2 meeting (o discnss the
Indizns' situation,

isation emerged {hrough which Indians.
zwould voice Lheilr discontent Within

Pre-
- torla, Gandhi was forcibly ejected
-« from a first c¢lasy train eompartment..
 This was sithply because he was Indian
;- and the South African, white assimed
. that he had no right to enjoy first-class.
+ frain travel, He spent the night on the
[ Station platform, “considering 'the Ho-
-miliations that the Indians:in South

Gondhi in frant of his Joh

government

i lost his public tmidi-
From this, an ofpan-

S

T

hoﬁzon

annesborg offics in 1905,

short time, Gandbi was acknowledged
48 4 leader of the South African Indian
communi }

ty.
Meanwhile, the legal case that had
originally brought Gandhi to South
Africa was ‘successiully resolved,
largely through his own contribution.
' His method of solving the dispute was
to-appeal 10 what he called “the botter
side of human nature”, To Gandhi, the
_point was nol (o achieve outright vie-
tory for one side over the other, but to
bring both sides together in a mutually
satisfactory ment. i
‘e wis a highly 7
1t was at this time that Gandh deve
loped a belief that God was “absolnte
truth® and that the way to reach him
was through the concept of non-vio-

Erom: Gandhi, by Nigel Hunter, i1
lustrated by Richard Hook. Pub-
- Lished by Wayland Publishers Ltd in
. the Greal Lives series. -l




'A“partheld ¢ caF

people ‘are
,sulted and ‘humiliated, :op-
. pressed. and denied thelr st
Tplest dngmty, simply’ because
Ptheir . skin s Jess -bleached
lthan that of the oppressor.”

;deadly grip on society like a
! boa-constrictor  on its, prey.”
&

.mlght seem that Gandhi
vwas dead,. the Goverpmi
tand ‘others wight relish t
rfact “but his ideas were *al

: autif :

Loty Al small mmont;y are&
{7 determining absolutely thel
i lives sof all, and it. may’
& seem’ that the Mahatma’sa_
i spirit of compassxbri :
é.' fact, dead

13

“Apartheni can be cha g-‘i'?
;ed, it must be: qha € “This®
i - I

‘ “Let us de and trutli.aﬁ
stice from our .cou
i a3 a di.

»mensmn ‘of existence - i,
ifact, as a ﬁre-requisite of lifes;
“Not in blind rebellion, but int
rrebellion  in . the -Senst .. of;
rbreakmg ‘dowir feaﬁxres
blhll

i

"‘LET u; DEMAND
UTH AND JUSTICE

“Qurs Is 1 society) of fenr®',
e said, “penple fear: becm:su ¥4
they. will o
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. THE & rejected a request that October. 2-—the centenary?
“of the birth of Mahatma. Gandhi—be declared a holiday for Natal's thousand
of Indian school children; Mrs.  Sushila Gandhl, the Nai-al-borh daugh

(ith- Iaswm of Indla s mbsl' «famott told d :

: “ \at the Dep artment of 1ndian estaklished in . the s
: Educatlbn had; alsu turned down|room of the old huilding.
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Lehiidren’ to- takes partin'worlde :;kgos s officially alloned 10 e tovva. ¢
et AR 3 &ML patt in nessay competition \whoi isont leave, nor hig deptity,:
wide festlvities to honotr Gandh on Candhi's Yite and wor M. G Krog, wers. avail blpf 3
il d, B : Tdian ; school s children. were| comment toda ’
gfv;c ersé ﬁbtgg&‘ s h a5 ,invéﬁc - itbﬁslubnrnt 2;5:;5% puemg‘j
and: paintings on. the theme, Q
Natalian the Gandhi’s life‘ T, k

yeaty he dived
Tratgvasls oo 200! i
- News of. the fe;ectmn ——wiihe:
it explanation of the a plication
comes jiist 4 fow days atier 1t had
Been. atrounced  that the -Bouthis
African: Govermment had retused
1o allow My, Maleoln Muggeridge pid.

and a B.B.C. teléyision team into mmcntino . the ern
the country to. make'a filn 05 fetit's: bat on tha BBC texm- GERT DR . ﬂo &
| Gandni'y early 1 R L) ) team. who had. plamed. 0| found - dead: e a " cattle :
MriH.S FDW]’M 4 mewber | Hlete 8 film nf the hfe and timestyards front & fxrmhouse, yesten

f her: famons fathet Sinlaw, Mrelday, after pohcemen And Nolune
of the Joeall Landld: Centeias) Gandhi, said-"T-do, ot undes: teery had spent the mvm; sear Ho

W g
ot the co-operahon ‘of & the
‘Department ‘of “Indlan Eduvad| g
fon_ it would make ofir work
eagier, hut they. have turned
T down our appruach. Mr. gh

Commitie 1 i Digrhaiy to-

,;ayu “Abf{ltsulz»,iguunt;;ps ;:,. stand the. attitide of our ing fof" }:mn !

» engaged 'In the ceiitenary. LE]&- a8 The i
 Feations, wnd it is midtesting o1’ - “0ld home At Kilenbers; ab Nietvemigianm;
: note thas countries of all pollti i ——— nthe Rustenbefg area, Johauness
cal )mrmaqmns are takmg pnrt | fher-nclaw was a mam of g1 BT dissppeared (m }sriday af;’mr
Pl Ta .’ time, when {he|goingdor 8 walk, 3 i
o

y strivinig to+ malttain - ‘‘When he liad not rettime
e}atmnshi s and - e: | the farmihouss, owned by My H,.

of Jndian ment, hew tleE which will bring | Cy Gchutte, by sufl sutidown; @ Seatc
A v

 askod enb k
Affairq td have the ‘sehoals closed | Pea 8, f{wads startod i thh the s help 0%
.2 The Whulcﬁ conc té)t Srirely any tan police offivers and nelg boux

N G4
moted his

only, Have pro

of peace

Mits. Gandhi ¢ liv
am 5 ongmat ‘Natal homestead at
12 mxles north of D

N by Wotit 20 students from| -
he’bm ersity of Natal wei'e at

work.: restoring . Gatndhi's Wuo&
i ~1mn house. h/ey are e |

,1( i
car - Gatk LR,y ssterday on
toers fotnd the bod

firic, Linkiatér, waﬁsq
adthory wmew on whisw aistilld
ing, in today’s Business. ’rimes
‘survey on Sctofland. This s the
secmxd Business 5 survéy*

laﬂ(ms by _performing. vulun{‘,ary

e work in'non-White comfmities. !
The  group, -has»no atfiliations

Ve lwith any. poh‘ucal body: or, oth

fstuden ofganisation;

A7 Gandhi

6

way in the:day’s pmgramme.
we are festricted 1o hu th
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S T . “ .
FERRESg T 8g s P al bon o we e ; - —r
SBEESETEMEE SECERR SHESSPISSRSRCH SRESEE ZrRECERSSSR
; : Y e ! N e T
Tepeoffet ity gnadas Sout BgEERELL iV L
00 8 B e 4 5 ] £~ SR TR R Bl R il A ol i - P = R R e B
E088R«a8HE 4 SEPLYS SEAL SRERLCSER nfnby EgRotBatan:
EEE ooatl PERE. B FiuiiEicisRs fxiu oiitoogach
R e S L e R e S
ZU‘«’\'gc B! wepB it 'f}id’»"‘;«'ﬂa""* Ehad >mm35af6'om?—"‘§“£gn‘
BEE BSHEEES Yo g% FuSEaTRREEre S CEoas EDfeciEog 2o
EEASREE g Rl Te Baantely TESES w0y EEeSSaBREE Iy
Zhp, = kg mog e R Rt e o YRR BN GRS S e R et B
ZES w2 Fe gade SLBEd R He kS Sam R e ERE L SeE R R0 HaR,
SR e e e
PECZSHECEE S 2EeSEEsERiAnE SEERSURERSL SEie BT pgon okl
[ e gsis o S50 o E. 0 Sy by :
RErsRESAcE ”ﬁégaﬁééﬁxﬁﬁgﬁ el ‘E*Ewgw*ﬁﬁhﬁgiég(é"
Afpierisina, ffstesless R iinncke Sgriizsiasacioain
= Bl i 1 clal @ X § PaEae iy Ty Y RSP 8 3
SEE BB RS Eim LSS HE S et A2 8 el g Uip QLT B
ASERSZERS S A e Bt 0 9 L SoE R SdpEEeget Eaas
SEASSAESCER @.S8SElBEECTEs EREe e
S oRe I dodoe OB



ETHE

Futhi

| low

Gov

ausst >
pamphiel > gubliclsing
lpamtinge.
o the ltfeiund works
to all Inglan schools tanl
tiona) {nRLitations,”

o M

qubst hatl 7
BY D

thy.ihe D

Endinn

subiicisiing - 158ues
i

@?iere
ac snd in khich the,
afid Indian
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Mr; Wath ;
e I e, Suzman  (PIC
Kivs. Hele A >
o R ‘Tndial’{i'“"hqql

bl f‘"ln‘dlaﬂ.;A‘fFEil‘g rﬁReﬁdx:fér"' S
xNATAL‘SV_'IVBO,OOOEl_i\dién schadlchildren will after all be g
holiday on October 2 to gi_faré(hii-hé centenary "
h ‘Gahdhi, -0

AVE TOWNS

“tiie anniversary - of U

politician Mattetma Ghaidi e=h
Feelebrated iy L
LEndian stitouls i Natal

. Bul it B

2. public.h

to.

QEtLy v

e of Ind
Waring, ‘sald. the

et rejected bect

epa

échgols to be 1
;'%Te.md K

sedigeation h

; e wg 1
*fhe Asgetibiy !

verfifaent’ has approv
fi; Yeguest that Octeliet % - thi
Lyear

Bivih o

h
B indiag  philegophen ‘mk% M

sotad, atiotivg red
~goples " af

0 - essavy [emphasised -, trith: . and high

i 2 &&!‘S
¢ands 13,8 Ban et
s 0111:3*‘@’5”?:3‘,1

“The - Depattment:.
fidtcation has: now. hireed
| allow schools fo:remain dlo!
on ithat "day. in- response o'
speeial plea. made by M P: R
Pathet, , of " the gouthr African
Tndian  Couticl, “and  Mr 2 Pat.™

¥

: Déhi, who was_ih; Durhin of
4 brief visit: last Weeltend. -

Gandhi - Centenary
Director of - Indlan @ Kdueation, {es 4n Durban to ascértalr

has: reversed , a, Tuling. s giver , 5 “The  vis :
‘Iaéa.rliEr. 'bslq .hist} 'depgty,& Mri G2 fﬁ?sﬁat’ g m&gf%

(royg,:;. Wha - turned = down . a g, Sk § X
request’ for ‘a speecial - holiday Vt}allgi\ng il
‘whqn‘i.he‘was-acidng director: &

Jeave,’ My

! | Poovatingham- approached M. et

;‘tﬁ‘mslao ’wéth’ ¥ m%h 3 egcplanauon
that - -Gandhl's ed ohings that . tha - autharit
i

have:: qgre&d :
- gpproach |
e salds

% ‘moral standards and’ thaf 4 e
iwas’intended to impress th ad ‘been made,”.

o, Schoolehildren.s,

He sald

would. celebr

‘res - Mr. Paovalingam said yeste

usd ‘day:; that.“his ; comtlitee: was

4 ‘grateful to the Direttof fob tils (tiohal, Salentifie’, and
“anderstinding and co-operakion.” Obganisation ~and

andhi event at ‘the request,

3 i “iNoy! says Mr; Podvalingai,
‘Poavalingam,. chairman’ of - the th“éddﬁtyehatvmri ‘Pateighad
Committed  mads no: attempt, fo' get’ in
W, Prinsloo, he touch with the Gandhl bomilh |

&
obviously

: s used; to -apk for
closure of ehools. . T am' sure

ypitied 7 wwould
1f “a ¢ diplomatic

Gt 92 - ootttries
ate the. importaht
Unitad » Nations; - mdued.
“Cultural leards - to
e Gandhi | check ! ilfegal 7otradin

R

MR, P, W, PRINSLOI

28,

| A epuggtion Vfrﬁm the
comprisitg, Mr., Venged
Mr. R. B. Bangtoo,” Mr)
Chetty and Mr Geor‘ge‘b’é
inspected &ﬁhe market.
witht' Btanger'a Market
Officer;, Mr.. Al Re
. ihe deputation. urg‘ég
Renald to. eonsider reco;

the unlon's 6fficial riemby
mables hig: st
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£ Archwes in Iadlas.
L’\South In

> The lefter reads: We
{ have no doubt abont your
b bravery - or -devotion’ to
¢« your Fatherland apd nor
i do’ we ‘believe that you
i ara | the mauster ‘dese
eribed: g

s

‘and

L writings
(*uouncements auﬁ those
i0f wour friends and ad-
¢ mireérs . leava no- Toom
v for. doybt that"many. of
i your acts pre monstwus
¢ and . . yabecoming
¥
§
£

- human - dignity, es-
- pecially .- in . the as- )
. fimation. of men Like

& who believe in universal
friendlmass.

The: }_Sriusu ru‘lers'of‘
j India did not allow the
< letter %o be - posted.. T
was banned:for publica
~.tum and’ was consigued
* 10 - the obsturity: n{ the
i Archives in' South India.
= The {ile -containing the
}ettertwas mayrk
.,The letter was . ap-
parently - a ' sequel {0 "
g thier‘s :ippeal to Indian
freedom “fighteys .
Ehielp the Germans cﬂnmh

“Dutmg thls seasun 3
i Brxta;n inthe WaI, when the hearts of the’ sf
i msmm Al people’s . of * Hurope s

bment was the highlight
gof gn exhibition orgams-
g ed.~ by . the. Archives
¥ departmem ith

yearn for peace, we hava
suspended even our nwn
_peacetul struggle. I8’ i
i too much-to ask you o
make an effort for peage i

Gan
“wrotes w"Daar « Friend,
pthat I address you ag a
H frlend is n1or formaitty; 1
Cownlno - foes, My
sbugines in life' for the
ipast 33 years has been
‘1o enlist the “friendship
4 oE the. whole of humani-
f : hefriending
mankind 1trespect1ve D
race, coiou'r oy ereed

I !zope you: wxll ha
the time and- the desire,
o know  how a good
portion . of humanity,
t who ~have ° been - Hving °
iunder’ the influence . of
vthat < doctrine & 0¥

may mean - nothing 1o

vou  personally . but’ i
which wmust meag much §

to the millions of Burd-

' peans  whose . dumb. ery j
‘tor peace I hear, for,my 4
ears are attuned to hearo
g the dumb mxlhons. i
i i had intended to’ ad~ b
dtess a Jmn’c appeal to |
you - and” o 8igpor®
‘Mussolini,- whom I had
‘the privilege of ‘meeting 4
“when' I was :jn. Rome -}
during -~ my | visit -t
" Tngland as 2 delegate 10
the - Round - “Table:

fifth ‘of. the' human: race
bas” been  brought ,under .’
" the British-hesl by means-
that wﬂl not: bear seruting.

labvratmg his nome .
.Yiolent ‘fechnigue,” Mahat- :
ma'Gandhi-adds: “Ttcan be - Conference; I hnpe that

: upiversal  friendship, ' * ; “used - i practically’ ‘witheut -~ he will take this as ad- :
f view yml!‘ actions. = Corrﬂsponden motrﬁey ig:lld obviously=+"dressed o 'himhaiso with
k : ; . without the aid of scienee . “the necessary changes.” 7y
mg’l«‘ﬂ;:?gf; BDmbay f degtructlou which wou'* fg'.fﬁwgam;! &Gﬁ}“{lhi 4
i ave. brought to such per-. :ended bis letter:” I am
"‘monstraus ﬁllllllImll!llllllllﬂl“lllllmlilllllllll(l ? F 3 jend
follawmg: : eetion. It is a marvel fo_ L cyoursincers friend? . 3

you in’. the s name $
umamt:y to !.top ﬂm w

Malmtm? lGandhi ¢
2 ests o Jitler: “You wi

& am awate. that your +lose. nothing by referring
Pview of 1ife regards Suolr i pfi (e’ mmaters of dispute -
,Spoliations - as . “virtupus-. - betwean | you and - Great
jacts. But ye " have - been " ppitain fo'an fhternational
taught from chilghosd fo - ribunal of ~your’ join
jregard . them - as ¢ acts: "chofce.- Tf "you ! attaly’ sues
tdegrading humanity, Henn . S8R war it will only
s prove that: your, power  of
* destruction * ‘was - greawr
<whergas. au award® by an.
impartial . tribungl o wil
how, as farias s humanlv
nsqlble, wluch party: was
the right. -+

Ours. is a*umque posie -
. tion, Wa' resist British im
-perialism |, no -, less. tha ‘apply to' you: with ihe
Nazisim. I£ them i8 a dif same ,Eorce ay ’m tha Brjg
enenee it s in degree.One. . i tighs . = o

ition “of 108
the Tape nt FPoland 4nd thy
syvallowingb Denma.

"If 0k ihe "British,
SOMa, other power wiii
certainly” improve: ypon® ;

you with your gwn wes-
- pont, You are leaving no
slegac’y 1o your pegple of . .
s which >they- can” fgel’
proud. They cannot fake |
ride in the reeital of .
cruel *- deeds howevet i
| gkilfully planmd. ST ,,N
ML am.a gtranger {o’ 5
wou and your people.. T3
ave nof the courage tof
- make fo you the appeal Is
made\ toevery Briton]
“Noi  that: i would ; not

fee, “we . gapnot . possibly
i sth SUCCess 1o your aims

¥ 1n 2 reference ‘to Hitlor's
f’ tyle ofrule;.the Mahatma
. wrote: “Wa know what the
3 Brltlsh heel means for ug
iand ' “the | non-European
races of the world: But'we
Would never  wish toend
- Brit. le . with! G

Jd
1
i

i
B
3
"




*borough hag been pro

:pelled ‘into the type of <

!meral dilemma over
twhich' Gandhi: himsel
foften had to ago ise in
“South Africa,s

“faced daily hy" black
1 South Africans through
“the humiliation of the
+pass laws, Group Areas

tevictions, being thrown -

'out of ‘public parks and
swimming pools, dis:
icrimination. at. work.

-and being deprived of .

thxzenshlp
The question’ that ar.
Fises, and to which Gand:

hi devated his life to an- -

swering, is: How do yo

{ counter the humiliation

inflicted on" you by re
I taining your dignity

without debasing yours.

¢ selt and becoming
like your humiliator?
1f someone uses arm
+ 10 deprive: you of  you
God-g:ven rights,: d

i'sert yourself when yo

vdeplore violence and’

*believe in the sanctit

swered by Gandhi in
¢his Indian independence

role it was answered

,men were assassinated -

¢dn"a triumph for cow

,ards whao resort to brute.

force rathet' th

£ 0rg;pe
nent today in the age.of ..

¢a possible nuciear holo

tcaust;'in the age of ryl

ethrough arms and resis.
itence through arms,:

jus
stumble on fo his philos
ophy." A" reading of

~:In his ¢ experiments
in truth” started during
his sfay in South Africa

evolving plnlosphy, €0

. ditioned ‘by,’ reasone

and tested in, réal life

much in evidence. today

through- organisations
such'as the SA Counc.il

That South Afrieans. - j

generally are ignoran:
abont Gandhi’s role in
his countryis-under:
stan’dable After all, you

whose yiews directly
challenge yours, .
In fact, even in the

people’ who' dismiss
Gandhls methods and

being banned,
That: philosophy o

# ‘non-violent 1on-ceop

ation was taken up in
the: resistance cam
paign; thé protst
against the pass:laws

»:.the bus: hoycotts .of the
1950s. It ig-still very :

- American film eritie
~who claims Gandhi

lacked«“'concern for

ms,”“organiseq’an |
Indian Bri ade to put
down. a Zulu ris

; the Kaffir wars.”

* the formation' of Union
: Gandhl, then aged

- Natal, ‘was still agonis-

ing over his life and his *
philosophy, still indulgsy
ing in his “experiments
in truth” when news:
came through of a “Zulu
rebellion” in Natal

“I bore no-grudge
against the Zylus, the;

"~ had harmed no Indiand’ j

 lon’ itself. But I then!

- sergeant who

" ness or otherwise of the.
“‘rebellion’ was there-
* fore not. likely te affect
L-my demsion.” gy

: tag “rebellion.”

Gandhi continued:
“The reason why ‘the
disturbance had been
magnified into’ a reb

“ liod was that a Zul

chief had advised no

ayment of ‘a“new tax-

imposed: on his: peop
d.had’ assagaied

my.

was with.the -

lighted, on .reaching
headquqarters that tha

our main work was to .

in charge welcomed us

He said .the white peo.

d gone. -

',;The dvllemma

ple were not willing

. nurses for ‘the wounded ..

Zulus, that their wounds

- he was at his wit’s end.

He hailed our arrival as
Godsend for those in-
nocent -people, and.he
quipped us. with ban-
ages, disinfectants etc,

He said the “rebe .

. lion” was full of new ex-~
‘periences and gave him
“much to think abou
i“The Boer War: had not
« brought home to me the

horrars of war with

It was no war; but a
manhunt,. said Gandki,
‘To hear every mornin
of the soldiers’ rifles &

: ploding like crackers in

nnocent hamlets, and

o live:in the midst of
m was atrial, *

- “But I swallowed the

bitter draught, especial—

‘nursing the wounded|

would have heen un-
-cared for,"This work,

‘Gandhi:wrote;:that he

. the implications of the

flesh: for  anyone who

“took. root,

OTpS - conslsmd only in
ulus: T could ee that
but for us-the Zulus

therefore, eased my

Tt was 'at this tlme
pondered deep’ly over
need, for: abstmence
wanted to serve human-

ity. with his whule soul
-~ and"his co

suecumbed 'to - untruths,

“to ‘make his point. Tn! |

doing 30, he has merely; !
proved that people will’
steop-to any. level to!

enigrate truly:out-:

‘standingindividuals
~who have served — or!
“tried to serve. — man-; .

kind with compassion, ) B
For ‘Gandhi remams»

.one of the great individ-|

nals of history = and!
is philoso dphy of -com-!
assion and peace is as,

'vahd todAy as xi ever
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' PREEDOM AT MIDNIGHT & "
- by LARRY COLLINS and DOMINIQU

ustrated. Simon & Schuster

“ Al the stroke of midnight

"14,:1947, an age ended, After am ocou-

pation of 347 years, the. British gave’
India back to'the Indians. Likeevery de-
iail of that massive transition; the mo-
ment chosen for India’s deliverance was

‘an-awkward compromise. Lord; Louis
Mountbatten, the English viceroy, had
_intended 'to make his country’s exit-on.

_ Aug 15, the second anniversary of Ja.
_pan’s surrender in the Pacific. Teglons

* of India’s astrologers howled; every stek

larinfiuence on that date spelled catass ~

trophe., The ; ceremony | was ; delayed
twelve hours. The stars weré not fooled

“1n this song of Tndia,” Authors Col- -

tations, border wars, political sactifices”:

are illuminated like scenes in 2 pagean

The very sounds and odors of a van-
ished world. are resurrected—often at.
the price of subtiety. and perspective, For
the birth of a nation is not the stuff.of
mere melodrama; the historical and hu-

Lradicﬁi}ns. ‘Three hundred million Hin~

NTBATTENS POSEWIT!

duy 1 ¢
learning that they hated the occu

- British only sjightly‘less than they
ed cach  other: There were i

walking skeletons in Calout!
neously, some of the counfry’s 565 m

But back home, England recled under
postwar debts and'shortages. Coal was

- scarce, and a bottle of liguor cost-$35. :

For reasons as much financial as ide-
rnment of Clem-

ly hopeless. Freedom at Midnight focus:

+es on’ the four men who plunge ahead

anyway, haggling out the'new terms un

- der which onse-fifth of the world’s pop- ¢
ulation . will - live, | Perhaps because

Mountbatten s ong of their primary

" sources, Collins and Lapierre cast him

in heroic mold. The great-grandson of
Queen Victoria faces His task with a stiff
upper lip and 2 rembling lower one; he;

“relishes the pomp of the viceroy’ :
“ while struggling to give it away. by
- Jawaharlal Nehru, Hindu leader of -

4’I.ndia’s Congress Part! a.nfi the first na-

‘MOHANDAS GANDHIIN 1946
‘s soul o conscis

nscience.

' five Prime Min lister,

praised for his Brahman sensitivity. The
in of the book is Mohamimed Ali

innah; fanatical leader of the ‘Moslem

‘1 eague, who demands the separate state

'We' shall.

man. who dwarfs the other three-—Mao-

handas Gandhi, that tiny ascetic who

“for 30 years harried his British rulers

with fasts and passive resistance. The

_mystic:whom Winstoft Churchill once :
" scorned ds a “half-naked fakir” is a saint

10 his followers.“How can you say one
thing last week,” an associate asks i,
“and - something ' quite’ different - this
week?” Replies: Gandhi: “Ah, because:
1 have learned ‘something since last
week* The Mahatma - coptinues 10

“jearn; he' becomes' at last India’s soul

and conscience. The most moving pages.-
of Fréedom at Midnight show him do-
ing what battalions of soldiers could no

‘preventing by his frail: presence . the .

‘of Moslems_and Hindus in
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5 with the ruthless and to maintain the dignity of
utal forcefulness \ghich tgeirdhmanh%od,' whi&h
e the. vogue in-our-day. andhi taught® us 18 e
Gandhi sent.a gift 0 & ppoos words e fuli’uf very. essence of @
General Smuts, The: yony. Smuts was not-a.: humans are being brand:
i {rof 50~ mar of peace. He was. “od s agitators wanting - |
A Gandhi - not one who was averse . change “'not through the .
L : A 3 : €. hallot but the barrel” as .
ihad “made’ while he ¢t ‘gllthl‘?ss‘f“?°3 23 ‘tgs one upinspiring political -
was in prison serving rutel actions against the - apportunist had it .
gftbk’-‘!as‘t of. the - Gandhi, a8 11 sal
' sentences that “saw rigid ‘and t}fught us tha}_ the dignit:
“im ‘behind - bars. for - promising of man was of paramous
i T iamce proclaime IACK * importance. He deyoted
3 his whole like to this con:

1South 2 br

»

 His attitude to Indians
was cansistent: - He’

it L I

: 13! Bgt‘ Cs}h(:\:ilg1 w:f be tolﬁi
3 ; i that? Gandhi; after “all,«

it BEStUTa. 2 n ¢ b hig” in® e
proe e 8 B, e tie o |

and %;lezt o du'b ; it ‘ ol the - humiliation that

bounds . ; i

" Gandhi, however, had " F
a * broader concept @
*uld then be not denied * dignity. as has ; been

hem. © 3
“Therefarg,.

Tk ., poinited out by studeiiis
i he viold . of His philosophy. . The'
the . Gandhi repeatedly and to dggnity of -man demand-
sandals out. < {7 ¥ others who Tollowed him, . d, for Gandhi, a fair deal -
" Ryt, « Smuts ~did ‘not. that he (Smuts) was 1ot For all human beings, the

forget« the ' gift. Twentys: ‘prepared to give Indians minimum of well-being in
five years later the story: n% political Tights. ierms - of . sducation, *
 of the pair of sandals had - But then §muts ik health, - food, -clothing, i
a remarkablg sequel; = Aco'!onialists‘ s -(the - housing and all the other
% 101939, on Gandhi's ;gustodiang “of i essentials - of | mat al

I'seventisth . birthday,’ ‘e ton™)., 1 ell-being. - 1
Smuts returned the worn'- ‘imperialists believed ‘that - This could be achieved
and - bajtered ' sandals 'to they had the’ God-giyen obviously only in & socie-
| thei aker Wil ese . Tight to rule and therefors Sty which every man |
remarkss- = they could notbe ruthless - has gqual’ status, OPROr
. 1. have worn thess. OF prutal = theser - and freedom 10
sandals for many-a charagteristics . were 8z 1ol
| summer " even _though seserved for the peopl
| may- feel that'] am not. who “opposgd the . &8
worthy “to. stand. in  the tablished order. 7 -
| shoss of s0 great a man.. . -
11 was my fate to be the i e
| antagonist of a man for - This - myth. has. been
whom even then I had the * nurtured and perpetuated | change later, HLTE
1 highest respect, He never  and- in our ‘times:has ! We will only build up 8
{forgot. the human¥ almost beoome , & truth, - jFeSETVOIr of i

ul

) eatilgty 1

background of the ‘4itua- . The propogation of this . against us and the path to *
tion, - lost -his .great lie has.cven found : reconciliation will ' be

{temper, OF succumbed to . fertile:: soil within. oug | thorny and- difficult.

d preserved his - midst. j Sy Let T us mot loose our
dignity © ahd "betray - the :
n§. | sysiem and refuss to par teachings. of the gentle |
| spirit " ticipate in @ sham parlia: soul . in whose *shoes
{even’ then, a8 well . g5 .- ment but want 0 speak

lat »gﬁmvrasted marked- - fo qur “ryiers” as equals { ‘f_\j

Al



Self:seeking devotees and pseudo A
. have found in Gandhism green pastures to tread
on aceording to their- whims and fancies, It is
ime we realized that Gandhi stood for cternal
truth'and not for interchangeable valu \\ D\_\’\/‘

F THEREs one name which*is - | wanted to ‘pursue, and who tied him.
Ibar’adie:d around by everyone to add - self up hopelessly'in contradictions. <
-~ weight t0 his arguments, or to:'s 2 Weall know that this impression
fain‘his pleas, - or to drive home his “ is . not “true. " Gandhiji  had..a clear
;. view-poings, that " is. of. Mahatma i~"vision of his aims, his objectives’ and
" Gandhi. ' The reason for this trend " the road - through  which': the ;!
" is not far fo seek.’ ‘Mahatma *Gandhi . "could be reached, . <"
-Was 4 rare’ phenomenon, a‘“man of =
God who-tread the earth, applied : the -
“balm " of love and understanding and
resurrected hopes where despondency < -
prevailed. - He - was' a- champion of
. freedom who refuised to trail the path:
.of violence. and ’stuck firmly to his
coneept of sgtyagrak or soul force.
His name is held in great respect. and
. Teve “by ~the ‘masses. “ It is not
sutprising,’ therefore,  that ” everyone
ho . wants to impress the peopleor
1 win’ over: the public leans * on
Gandhiji’s name to gain muscles ~and

incws for the stand he takes,

Anideal is one th
quitge( another,’

ing; living wpto it is

ke* Hazlits ~“man  with" . one
idea” * whose : state * of omind . is
i described - thus: 1“1t (the “one idea) -
ER A follows bim into the country; it stays °
“Yet ‘the realisation” of. this : - -with him at home. * It sits with : him -
questionable truth does not ' stop § ~ At-breakfast and goes out with him to
. exploitation of Gandhiji’s name: * An % ‘dinner. It is lite a patt of ‘his dress, .
. industrial: ‘worker “asserts his right o - of the costume'of his. person.- . Why -

strike for his privileges, arming . him- does he .make so much fuss?: It is-

rself with some - statement © of - the - not that he has got this one idea, but *
) that he has gor no other:” ‘

torn out of context. . The industrialist
has enough. Gandhian ‘quotations to
. define his role as a trustee in ‘whom
the worker should place absolute trust.
“#iThe habitat: movement, says its
champion, is just what’ Gandhijt - had

propounded decades AbackA oL ey

A writer finds 'in -the Mahatma

If Gandhism is 1o survive, notin -
letter. but “in  spicit, . the Mahatma’s -
name should :be kept.: away . from:
such brazen exploitation; -, 20
.-~ Gandhism : does ‘not " need . vocal .
father - figure - whose image can be. " interpreters, .. It is:nor there to pit’
anatomised at will to fetch him. some ~ . one . side against anather but to indi- .
Ve Tty tig publicity and: alse" a’fat “cheque.” .~ cate the “eternal trath, < to lead men .
“ Leaders, from left, right and centre -, Thys, he has no hesigation in coming” ' through - the path of justice and fair. .,
nd 'in | Gandhiji’s pronouncements, - out with ap article entitled,’ Gandhiji; play, to inspire men -with love and *
‘statements, and - writings “adequate . % g prug Marxist for a. famous journal, .- truth.. It is a .way of life which,if
material 1o strengthen the ‘causes they ¢ Then, -he makes a double tyrn,” - accepted. in toto, radiates like a’ preci-
docate. < 5 L s pins-out for another equally - famous. */ ous gem. But, the " ideology, when'
. An dntellectual ‘marshals * certain’. ' Joyrral, an-article with  the . title," " broken into . bits, *looks lifeless and -
facts, “peps ‘pp his argumeits with . Gandhiji-and Mays:; Poles apart:for * . insipid, e
Some . guotations extracted - from the - fis ! special issue .of October “ which
collected works of Gandhiji. ' None” * coincides - with ' Gandhi i
“bothers whether the extracts are  lent. - anniversary. ...’ b b
“t, " meanings which the Mahatma . never «:Se it goes on, " Everyone finds in,
17 bad in mind when he spelt them oy the Gandhian literature exactly what
- His_opponent,” with' equal . felicity;i . he wants; 'pone getting - a!’ compre-’
drills through the mass of Gandhian . hensive view - of Gandhism, + It is a
- Tepetition - of the 'same‘old story of

- - lirerature. and - emerges  with edicts.
i~ and " epigiams which' demolish > the " seven blind men who had a.date with
~an elephant.- 70

It is time we evaluated the damage
“done to Gandhism by trying o find
what . we " seek in it rather “than to
discover the universal “truth - which -
Gandhiji, wants 'us* 1o realise.”. The
former  approach  is negative because .
sclf-aggrandisement is the anti-thesis
of the eternal truth. . The latter * out-
+look is pusitive because it brings_out
n clear terms what Gandhiji . wanit
to know and fo practise, " . Ui
The future-of Gandhism - (and,
ccayse “of - that, «.the nature.and
content. of - pur . fture, +too), 4 will -,
depend. on ‘whether e -opt for the
. right approach tu»-GandI}ism, or limit

€ o suit our. persopal aims

" thesis built by the firss intellecrual,
- At the end. of this exercise, th

Two parties succeed pot - in - clarifyiny

vand chopped by an army of - self-seck-
’ ing. devotees or pseudorintellectuals.
Gan k inker who - did " The interpolator chooses the Gandhi-
not. know his “mind, who was notis..an aspect. which serves: his purpose’
flear “about. the “means and ends he - and‘ i runs’ . around - i " He s

i
U
i
ij
i




. major po]mcal figures mvolved in the
struggle for India’s independence, he
“‘said emphatically that the film was
‘the story of Mahatma Gandhi and not -
Indla S mdependence stiuggle. 7
-If it*is, then it is seriously, flawe
3 ‘Superfxmally it tells us-of Gandhi's life. -
The “set-piece”.gpisodes are selecuve
‘but they fail to tell Gandhi’s story.’ .
Superfxmally “Aitenborough has suc
ceeded,” spectacularly so, by usxng
'every'exnematljgdéwce n the e 1c

¢ :ATTENBOROUGE has recewed =
“travagant:compliments for ‘his. iﬂm

s had to be- organ~
0 1sed like” military ‘manceuvres "2

i tenborough said they were of Napu—
jleonic dimensions. 1t cost about R30-
mxihon and had a ¢cast of tens of thou—

\'True, the film relafes ’the paradoxe
of Gandhxs character and.his idiosyn
“eracies well and succeeds in generat
ing great emotmn in-some of the spee
“tacular seenes — notably the colossal
‘funeral. corﬁege and the brutal Armrit-"

= . 35}
recoup the enormous costs without
- which the film wonld founder, Atten- -
zborough said, And Columbia Pictures

+ made the biggest payment in historyto.-
fsecurP the world-w:de dxstrlbnnon.

ofp B
,rpub‘hcny Very xmptesswe x effective revolutmnary leader who Ied
Now let us look at the film. India; virtually single-handed, {o inde-{:

< ‘When éttenbomugh was charged

: pendence is not on]y untenable, but it is
'v’vnt mlttmg irom the film some

practieal pol
Sities i Indiz #nd his’ faiT
Ture to manage the forces
~he unleased. by -awaken-
ing the masses from cen-
- turies of sleep; his wacil-
‘#1ations (this to avoid the
* struggle falling into’ the
* hands of the Teft) set back
+"independence by 25 year:
. during whieh the Brmshf
continued to bleed Indiaf} !
“white! When the Brmshj

“historian ¢ o
HASSIM SEEDAT
reviews Richard
| Attenborough’s
k much-acclaimed
,f lm, Gandht. i

S

MR

. withdrew it was not a re-
_sult of the Gandhian Sa-
tyagraha struggle but
. their inability to supress.’
and control any longer

£ Indian roling class;" .-
--Gandhi died in despair.

.The Congrass that he had /.
* muirtured had beeome the
. plaything of ‘the rathless

‘He is reported to have
-said: “It seems that while
e ‘are building the Con-
: gress, at the same time if

~Iudm “he cried: “Every-:
1thmg looks dark :to me,
‘very dark, and I see very
ittle -hope . Some - people
“say after the dark night
‘comes the bright dawn

‘But I only see the dark-

ness of the night.-1 do
not know when the

Afnca He was hailed as
Mahatria, Were his catmn:

. paigns here politically ,
successful or. did he omy e

“here and the path of nom. ¢

violent protest-and truth

scenes encapsulate i
- their dramatic: setting
ipart of Gandhi's experl-

Stindian Congress-of .

Bouth Africa”. There was -
no-sich.bodyiat that /
ime. The' meetmg was
under the auspices of the

«the “Gem of the Empire”
.-which-was beginning to .
become mcreasmgly vio-
- lent and chaotic, & v

use the weapon of, Saty
graha but Gandhi, . x
Taken md1v1dnanv

. enc&s here.

e e

; ‘ policy of divide and rule -
& by shamelessly encourag:
| ing comimunalism which :

‘tragedy
. of Gandms 1ife was his

British ‘Indian Associa
tion and the Tegistratien
certificates were set:.
#blaze in a large iron pot -
{copmmonly known as the
“Kaffirpot”-at that time),

Nevexthelws; in: their to-
tallty the South Afncan

PORRYR

by the: Pre§;deﬂt of the:

he film is likely to
-have a deep fesemance

:“among the Indian public.

“ Some. of our-parents and
many of our. grandpar-
“ents-were the material
with which ithe: fgreat
-soul””. worked and per-
ffected his theories ‘that
shook: the British Empire
and led to its demise. ;- ;




- ppetief ‘that: ﬁmversa’l Wxsdom

“pAn ageof eccentricity, he playe

s

T PTECE TOT (Gandhl 1 the govern-
iment. Mahatma’s ‘William Mor-
econoniic-thémes were dis :

Mahatma Gandhi;

trend-setter was 4 small man o h ¢ i i
eon: throughout the cultural arpét-bag concoction of sexdal
-Dbsessions a Dtsneyiand

apitals of"the Western world a: Sir e ; s & k)

fe £ L o o) g He taunted Churchil Wxth»
Rlchar Attenboroughs eplc ﬁlm on. ium ALy el that tR v taye i
sleeping 'with beautiful naked:
women withowt -displaying ex:

~ citernent. Worse, he belxeved his

u::uves are knee-deep in mxles of
[gramy ~footage -and.reams. of .
hotographic paper that eapture
|imns Chaplinesque figure -in~a
'ereath takingly varied array of

: ple eat’ “with -the fmgers of one
~hand, -the Gandhi table was
festooned with knives and forks.
- But these were merely hmts of
centric things te come.
< Gandhi’s early years in Lon:
don,” in ‘the’ 1880, had aiready
“exposed the teenage law student
1o a cohort of Victorian eranks.
An “interlude in South Africa
did nothing o stém his {ide. of
“bizarre political ideas. Gandhi’s-"
-thmkmg ‘became influencedf
- more by bowels than brains. An
testinal fixation had long -en-

Gandhi.means’ grocer —isto'be
amblazoned in neon throughout
he: cultural capitals af the
restern. world .as Sir: Richard

‘Scandal struek Just mqnt
efore - India gained freedom’
‘With the widower' Gandhi now
showing increasing affection for,
the 19~year-old body 0f-his
cousin’s granddaughter Manu
‘his followers: Zrew uneasy..A
near-riot -occtirred when the
couple turned:upsin: Haimchar
and shared the same bed! i
But then;”sex,” paimcs and

religion make unegsy’ partners..
In India they joust gingerly. «::'
<In-Gandhi’s Ahmadabad last’
year a: Krishna-ook-alik “holy
man, adored by fernalé congre-
gants, was Jailed after tax offi:
ials 'discovered aseeref
chamber -beneath ;the- temple,
stacked Aigh -with: gewe
icies fromr admirer:

£ ‘concibi

2 he pullin;
Gandhi:was merely a facet -of
his times. He Was.no. more sane
" than: Mussolini ‘or Hitler, no dess '’
_fanny than Chaplin ‘himself.- All’
were of diminiitive stature; all
found their audiences. Freud,
G Wells,- Isadora Duncan, Man
etti “and ‘the Futurists spr:

“from :the same fount of -idi

bwill know the legend. Mr G will, ;
lat last,“have succumbed to Lhe
uré of the' “hig screen.-Those
Cole: Porter lyrics will live
lggain: “You're -the, o) s, ou'Te

EYet ot Rite 5

A ge
i1 age of world wars, genocnde
and the “Depression

erely a legend. ‘An’ entire in-
ustry was-to be founded on hi
endory .and’ on-the mistaken

‘was-given phllosophxc-al form as
+ Gandhi's writings preached “in-
~ner cleanliness as the starti
pmm; for ‘political purity.

- Gandhi’s ‘bowels_becarmne the
most ‘potent -in_the  history of
“ politics; fasting acted as a force-
‘de frappe in his arsenal of: civil
lsobedxence agamst Brms

fand ‘meditating prankstérs flou:
ished as prosperous. Westerner
scoured - the subeconts

Aud.: luckily- for ‘offi
"Durban courtsy Gandhi;
pracused ‘his “preachings: Hi
“appeaarances before the Bench,
¢ with his-home-laundered collars
50 overstarched that: the excess
ran’ dow : the _sides «in- mseous
columns were welcame rehef

! agic
Even though his dream of
ingle mation tollapset
ms,hekepthlsnidlemm
ory. Reputation” isrthe  most
ﬁagﬂe “af cornmodities’ As Sha-
kespeare puts it in Othéllo, “oft :
got without merit and Jost
thout deserving it. o

% rst Ve f ingss

1918, with-a fast aimed at settr% o

ing .the Ahmadabad textile Gg;%!ﬁj’ggsezrgﬁe;eapon agatns
strike. In the tradition-of true .. the cotton barons . of Rochdale
-~comedy, the biggest laugh came @ Oldham, and the symbol of .
- With Mahatma Gandhi now to .. from:the unexpected. The mill .. -tfie fight for independence,

be a celluloid superstar, mo: ‘bosses, delighted:at gaining 2 1
“doubt his” colonrful career will ~ wage - deal well within thei
attract renewed scrutiny. Alas,” proﬁt margms offered lftS of

‘Across India,. sky clad - god-men — naked

“priests :—:
‘Royce and Lear Jet tastes.» SEiosire il ‘
- rescued by Gandhi from a flee:

the “crities . will. shmk:gway" weets to the returmngworkers 3
from proper. judgment, Three: Bowelfixation matured into s © Fo£1%, MR M OTKIVECE
hundred -million: followers, ~-mounting preoceupation. with' 'y 9 ® oigpig ‘magie wheel'
they’ll say, cou.ldu’t have been - dirt. His increasing obsession olitics, }angmsh in:s
FOl i wgl:th abﬁutlons e:/lrned Gandhi ‘gerty -
-He abandoned “marital - the nickname “Mahabhangi,” .
sex early in life and harangued .- the Great Scavenger.: Fiffeen = argﬁucg]i%agﬁggg vl?; jl:;:l()il;as ;
his disciples into emulating him, - Iuinufes were spent cleaning his = = C 0 5 oS ‘Only they can
He “offered -his ‘wife:Kasturbai : teeth, scouring the gums with a - “afford the ‘servants to keep thei
perhaps “the Jeast interesting . reshly picked thorny twig. The - €1l
sSexual partnership in the histo “Gandhi grin- turned toothless as

to the gallery. hard. In the end+
that crowd pushed a war-weary
ritain info”fetting go of -the
jewel in'ifs imperial crown
pAnd, as the {eading actor in the .
saga of India’s: Yiberation
; dhi won rave reviews. |
%Hxs legacy is;today the

“made cottbn, 'they cannot - éom
<pete _with India’s own fextilé
‘«barons, with fheir massiy

f millions. The country he leff
ehind - he was downed by an
in’s. bullets.

'roupxes Wi unholy zea

M; ey Mouse in recogmtmn g ¥
Aeross India, skyfclad god-men-,

s prominent ears. His enemies
ismissed-him as a Charlie;

sessive and bowel. fetxslust, was:
both progenitor and:product of
{hiis ‘India, where: “jdols- con»
‘isistently rip-off their devotees. !

. Gandhi’s grandson, ‘Afun, dys—
misses this Technicolor venture
as a fraud; a one-sided, officially;
sanctioned aceolade to Prop-up
he . Mahatina namesake:who
now: runs the }uggemauts of
Second Indid." - ,,
Thus, depnved by “history of

privilege 'of today's aSsassi-
ated leaders — that of dying en
Atelevxswn ~the-Great Sca-
* %fr has - come: agal as
“Mahatma: the Movie,”.

rnark in Screen history, “Modern
mes”’;reflecting Gandhi’
hatred of machines followe

Despxte all h]s M: G has be-
“a cult m a land of 1000

pressed elegance.™
i Meanwhﬂe, Gandlnsfd

ictatorship:* Tyranny_spread .
throughont thé household: his’ niuf,” ; %
eldest sons were dressed, even’ The - “mills: of ,Lancashire had: “l
i mid-summer, mthiz;k Parsee 'menﬁpi)hsed India’stextile
5 ~trade - with: cheaply made-cal-
<icoes and muslins,-even, though
India had p:oneered the art 3 600
years _before Christ.

tend a. home—grown nuc]ear
weapons -test. And, in ‘Ahmada

ad,:the cotton capxtal of India
rthe ashram founded in 1915 )_has

give'the family a"eivilised
airi- Despite-their -roots “in Gu-
jarat, where > even the‘bgsg peo-

g




‘E‘)ublici‘ty against new. anti-India
aws. He helped to set up the Natal
Andian Congress, which-aimed
/ imprave life for the Indian comm
Aty through educational, ‘social
‘and.political work.' Gandhi’ ‘red,,

is family-in’ India;

 there he-publicised the injustices

i South Africa and songht sipport’
| tacklé the problems. When fe
Auened. ta South

;tally aftael

i \f- to st
3 usit-pot distract himself
ith-the:burden ‘of possessions and -
inyolveinent with and the pleasures
qmily lifec bt
YA aw .in South® Afrjca’
red ajl Indians over eighteyears
Id foregister with the autharities;
nd carry a pass af gl fimes, Fail-
g this,.they-could be imprisoned,
nedor’ deported”Under Gandhi’s
eadership, {he Indians resisted this
new law: He called their action sa-
yagraha, which means “the force
ruth’.They-would ngt co-oper-

ate with ‘the.suthorities and their
.resistance was to be non-viglent. :
In'1908, Ganghi visited London tq
muster support.:On his return-to

outh”Africa, he wak. imprisoned.
Still wearing: prison upiform, he
-was taken'to meet Gengral Smuts,
the South African:leader.-Smuts
promised that if. the Indians regis-
red; he would repeal the registr

in prison reading and wriling. H

discovered the works of the famous
Russian writer Leo Tolstoy, and,
inspired by each other’s ideas, they %
began exchanging letters. With ‘the:
help of a friend, Gandhi founded a ",
new, comrmuity. called. Tolstoy
Farm. -The community members &
grew.their own food, made their
own. clothes and-built their own’
homes. Gandhi himself baked » Q
bread and made marmalade, and” f!
helped to teach the children. "

W

a7

Tights as'g citizen, |
Jloyalty 1o the’British: Exipire; and
gruaim awarded him ‘a medal,
“After.the war he'visited India
‘agam,; and renewed his contacts
with:the leaders of the country’s
growing nationatist movement.
i Onchig return'to South Afriea 1
1903 Gandhi started a magazine f
Indians in South' Africa called In-
“dian Opinion. which'beeame cr

; cial to. the“campaign for eqnality.
His lifestyle underwent importa

changes. He decided to give up all
Lhis pussessions -and establish’ a
jeommunity, Here, he'detached
; m' his .novimal family

were legal; prompled Gandhi to®
step up his campaigffning. Again and .
again-he was: jailed s along’ with,.#
thousands of other men’ an
women. Finally, on the main issue
ig vital ex
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In Bombay in 1915, Gandhi was wel-
comed as a herp. He no longer wore
western clothing, and he chose to speak
Gujarati rather than English, as Eng-
lish was the language of the oppressor, .

For & year, he toured the country,.
speaking on religious and social mat-
ters. He Visited the community which
had heen established by the poet Ta-
gore, Tagore shared many of Gandhi's
ideals. He compared Gandhi to Bud-
dha because, like Gandhi, he had also
taught the importance of kindness to
all living creatures. Outside the city of
i ot

God
lent campaign

himself to death

wages and conditions

~were suifering
not to pay

down the Hindu “caste” system, which
prevented the caste of Hindus who tra-
ditionally did the dirtiest work, from
ever entering temples, They were
called the “yntouchables’ because
their mere touch horrified higher class
Hindus, Despite opposition from Eas-
turbai and others who found it hard to
aceept, he brought an. "untouchable”
family into the Ashram and renamed

(1914-18), he helped:

seemed at odds-with

pecoming a-self-govel
within uiel‘a:;npir R

them Harijons, meaning Childre

Gandhi successfully- led the workers
of the province. of Bihat in: a:non-vio-
against the -unjust * de-
mands of British landowners. He car-
ried out a fast, threatening to starve
unless-his demands
were met, His action resulted in better -
for mill workers. .
He also inspired. farm -workers who'.
the effects of famine -

Govemment*tax,demands{j -
and eventually the demands were with

d, Gandhl founded the Sa- drawn. He always appeaied to his op
tyograha Ashram, 4 community ponents’ sense of right and wrong.
¢ itted to non-viol and service A R
to others. : Harsh new lav
Gandhi was determined (0 ‘break _Mﬂ,ﬂi :

Briefly, during the First World War
to recruit Indian:
soldiers for the British Army. This
! his belief in.nons
violence; but. he-hoped.that
save the Empire would earn
rule after:the War. Britain passed
harsh new laws preventing India.from
ng

% When.Gandhi heard-about the new
. British laws, preventing Indian Home
Rule; he called on all Indians- to sus
business for a day of national,

.pend &
on-violent _protest, including: fasting,
_“prayet and public meetings. But troops
~An Delhi killed nine people, and when
7 Qandhi tried to reach the city, he was_ -, &
" arrested and turned back. News of this "%

- proyoked rioting and violence in sever- ' °.
 “al places, It seemed to Gandhi that he
‘-had made a grave i

. persuasion should. be g
© . punished’ himself by fasting for three ==

Codayss oo R ot L :
“ Then camé the terrible massacre at’
Amritsar. On-13 April 1919, about
15 000-people-had gathered together, to,
demonstrate peacefully on the day of

ot
']
the Sikh New_'erar,,Suddenly, soldiers
“of thé: British Army appeared, under =
*.the command of General Dyer. He
< gave the order to five, and for ten mi- 7
., nutes the soldiers shot into the crowd,
- who were trapped in a square. £ - .

Horrified by brutality .
~ Nearly 400 men, women and children
were killed, and 11 000 wounded, Gand- .

service to -
India self-

cou iry

hi was horrified by the brutality of the ™!
British: Army, directed at ynarmed
" subjects of the Empire. His loyaity to’

‘the’ British- was completely shattered.
He felt they had clearly lost all right

SEOVETT, |0 e v
~.Tn 1920, Gandhi became president of
the All-India Home Rute League which
sought independence from the Empire.
Following this, he became the leader of
the Indian National “Congress. He
“launched @ massive programme of
non-co-operation against the British.
“'Cotton cloth made in Britain was boy-

. were revived throug
- To, Gandhi, spinning represented eco-
nomic progress, national unity and in
dependence from the Fmpire. He him: :
self spun daily, = w0 o B e
From: Gandhi, by Nigel Hunter, il-
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GANDHI AND THE TAMILS

Notes from Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi

(volume 4 of Collected Works seem to be missing in my
collection, see pp. 23, 414-15).

Writing in Indian Opinion on February 6, 1909, on the progress of the
Satyagraha, Gandhiji said:

“The Tamils have surpassed all expectations. All their leaders are now
in Gaol. Now-a-days, imprisonment is not merely for a week, but for
three months, and it is mot simple, but rigorous. Unbounded is the
courage of those Indians who have gone to Gaol, undeterred by such

sentences."
(From Gujarati)
- Collected Works, Volume 9, page 185.

On February 25, 1909, before going to jail for the third time,
Gandhiji addressed the following message to the Tamils in South
Africa:

TO MY TAMIL BRETHREN
BEFORE GOING TO GAOL FOR THE THIRD TIME IN OUR STRUGGLE

I have addressed a letter in Gujarati to our countrymen, but, as I do
not know the beautiful tamil language sufficiently, I write to you in
English, hoping that 1 may reach some of you. The struggle has now
reached the most critical stage. Whilst the majority of the other
sections of the community have fallen, being too weak, the majority of
the Tamils and the Parsis have stood firm. The brunt of the battle
must therefore, fall upon their shoulders. I pray to God that He may
give you sufficient strenght to bear it. You have discharged yourselves
brilliantly hitherto. Remember that we are descendants of Prahlad and
sudhanva, both passive resistors of the purest type. They disregarded
the dictates even of their parents, when they were asked to deny God.
They suffered extreme torture rather than inflict on their persecutors.
We in the Transvaal are being called upon to deny God, in that we are
required to deny our manhood, go upon our oath, and accept an insult
to our nation. Shall we in the present crisis do less than our

forefathers?
M.K. GANDHI

DOC! ENTATION CF.NTREV o
UNIVERSITY OF DURBAN-WESTVILLE
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Indian Opinion, March 6, 1909, Collected Works, Volume 9, pp.199

(Note: The message was translated into Tamil and circulated by
the Transvaal British Indian Association).

After release from jail, in an article in Indian Opinion (June 5, 1909),
on "My Third Experience in Gaol", Gandhiji wrote:

"No other Indians can equal the performance of the Tamils in this fight.
It therefore occurred to me that I should read Tamil with close attention,
if for no other reason than to tender sincere thanks to them at least
mentally. Accordingly, the last one month was devoted mostly to the study
of Tamil. The more I learn it the better I appreciate the beauties of
this language. It is a very fine and sweet language, and from its
structure and from what I have read in it, I find that the Tamils have
produced, and still produce, a large number of intelligent, thoughtful

and wise men. Moreover, since India is going to be one country, some
Indians outside Madras should also learn Tamil."

- Collected Works, Volume 9, pp. 242.

Gandhiji wrote in Indian Opinion (April 16, 1910), after the arrest of
Mr. V.A. Chettiar, under the title "Tamil Sacrifice”:

“The arrest of Mr. Chettiar, the fifty-five-year-old Chairman of the
Tamil Society, puts the finishing touch to the glorious work that is
being done by the Tamil community in the Transvaal on behalf not of
themselves but of the whole Indian population throughout South Africa.
Nearly one hundred Tamils now under custody, either undergoing
imprisonment at Diepkloof or awaiting deportation, which, for many
reasons is much worse than imprisonment. There is hardly a Tamil left

in the Transvaal who has not suffered imprisonment in the course of

the passive resistance struggle. Mr. Chettiar himself has been now
arrested for the third time, his son, as we have already remarked, for
the seventh time. These brave men have reduced themselves to poverty

and have sacrificed literally their all for the sake of the national
honour and their sacred oath. It has become such a common occurrence for
Tamils to be arrested that it excites no curiosity and attention.

Mr. Chettiar, who was at one time in flourishing circumstances, has

now become a pauper. We have seen some of the receipts for the jewellery
which had been sold in order to provide for the household. In view Opinion
sacrifices such as these, he must be a godless person who would for one
moment doubt that a community that can beast such heroes can ever fail

to attain its goal."

- Collected Works, Volume 10. pp. 220.
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Mr. Chettiar was arrested and then ordered to be deported from India.
Gandniji wrote in Indian Opinion April 16, 1910: "Every hair on his
body thrills with the determination to die for the sake of honour, for
the sake of the Motherland and the pledge, rather than surrender. He
is installed in Marshall Square, a smile on his face. We hope every
Indian, old or young, big or small, will be infected by Mr. Chettiars
spirit and be proud of his name.

(From Gujarati)
Collected Works, Volume 10, pp. 222.

Mr. Chettiar was sentenced in Volksrust on April 15, 1910, to three
months. He had a constitutional disease and Gandhiji was concerned

about his health. (ibid, pp. 224)

(Perhaps prepare biography of Mr. Chettiar).
Gandhiji wrote in Indian Opinion, April 5, 1913:

"The Tamils were the greatest sufferers during the late struggle. They
are now in the forefront." (Collected Works, Volume 12, pp.4)

Gandhiji wrote in Indian Opinion on December 31, 1913:

“The Satyagraha campaign, as carried on this time and still continuing,
has hardly a parallel in history. The real credit for this goes to the
Hindi and Tamil speaking brothers and sisters living in this country.
Their sacrifice has been the highest of all. Some them even lost their
lives, killed by the bullets of the white soldiers."

- Collected Works, Volume 12, pp.311.

on July 15, 1914, Gandhiji spoke at a meeting of the Tamil community
in Johannesburg. Thambi Naidoo presided. The following is from a report
of his speech in Indian Opinion, August 5, 1914:

"Mr Gandhi said that he felt, in coming to meet the Tamil brothers

and sisters, as if he came to meet blood relations. That was a sentiment
which he had cherished now for many years, and the reason was quite simple.
Of all the different sections of the Indian community , he thought that
the Tamils had borne the brunt of the struggle. The largest number of
deaths that passive resistance had taken had been from the Tamil community.
They had that morning gone to the cemetry to perform the unveiling ceremony
in connection with the two memorials to a dear sister and brother. Both

of these had been Tamils. There was Narayansamy whose bones lay at
Delagoa Bay. He had been a Tamil. The deportees had been Tamils. The
last to fight and come out of gaol had been Tamils. Those who were

ruined hawkers were all Tamils. The majority of the passive resisters

at Tolstoy Farm had been Tamils. On every side, Tamils had shown themselves
to be the most typical of the best tracitions of India, and by saying

that he was not exaggerating in the slightest degree.
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The faith, the abundant faith in God, in Truth, that the Tamils had
shown had been one of the most sustaining forces throughout those

long drawn years. The majority of women to go to gaol were Tamils.

The sisters who defied the authorities to arrest them had gone from
door to door, from barracks to barracks at Newcastle, to ask the men

to lay down their tools and strike work - who were they? Again, Tamil
sisters. Who marched among the women? Tamils of course. Who lived

on a pound loaf of bread and an ounce of sugar? The majority were Tamils;
though there he must their due also to those of their countrymen who
were called Culcutta men. In that last struggle they also responded nobly,
but he was not able to say quite so nobly as the Tamils; but they had
certainly come out almost as well as the Tamils had, but the Tamils had
sustained the struggle for the last eight years and had shown of what
stuff they were made from the very beginning. Here in Johannesburg they
were a handful, and yet, even numerically, they would show he thought
the largest number who had gone to gaol again and again; also it came
from the Tamils. So that he felt when he came to a Tamil meeting that
he came to blood-relations. The Tamils had shown so much pluck, so

much faith, so much devotion to duty and such noble simplicity, and yet
had been so self-effacing. he did not even speak their language, much
as he should like to be able to do so, and yet they had simply fought
on. It had been a glorious, a rich experience, which he would treasure
to the end of life. How should he explain the settlement to them?

They did not even want it. But if he must he could only tell them all
that they and theirs had fought for had been obtained largely through
the force of character that they had shown; and yet they did not want,
they had not wanted to reap the reward that their own consciences would
offer them. They had fought for the Cape eniry right for Colonial-borns.
That they had got. They had fought for the just administration of the
laws. That they had got. They had fought for the removal of the racial
taint in the law with reference to the Free State. That they had got.
The £ 3 tax was now a matter of the past. And, with reference to the
marriage question, all those dear sisters who had gone to gaol could now
be called wives of their husbands, whilst but yesterday they might have
been called so out of courtesy by a friend, but were not so in the eye
of the law. That was one of the things they had fought for and had got.
Truth was what they had been fighting for, and Truth had conquered- not
he or they. They might tomorrow for an unrighteous thing, and as sure
as fate they would be beaten and well-beaten. Truth was unconquerable,
and whenever the call to duty came, he hoped they would respond. There
was one thing more. They had sometimes, as every other section of the
comnunity had, jealousies amongst themselves. They had petty jealousies
not in connection with the struggle, but in matters which had nothing

to do with the struggle. All those petly jealousies and differences

he hoped would go, and they would rise higher still in the estimation

of themselves and of those who at all grew to know them and the depth

of character which they had.
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They had also, as all sections of the Indian community had, not only
those jealousies but sometimes many bickerings also, and petty quarrels.
He felt these also should be removed especially from their midst, because
they had shown themselves so fit to give themselves to the Motherland.
And here, of course, it was a Tamil who had given his four sons to be
trained as servants of India..."

- Indian Opinion, August 5, 1914; Collected Works, Volume 12, pp.
493-495.

Speaking at a meeting of Gujaratis in Johannesburg on July 16, 1914,
Gandhiji said:

"My Gujarati brethren have done a great deal for me and Mrs. Gandhi

but they did not, I must say, render as much service in the cause of

the struggle as the Tamil community did. I wish the Gujaratis to learn

a lesson from the tamils. Though I do not know their language, they had
given me the greatest help in the fight . On the other hand , though

I can explain my aims besl to Gujaratis because I know Gujarati, they
have failed in their duty. They cared (more) for money." He then
continued that he was unhappy to hear that some members of the

comunity had fallen prey to drink and that some were engaged in smuggling

gold.
(From Gujarati)
Indian Opinion, August 5, 1914; Collected Works, Volume 12, pp. 497.

Gandhiji gave an interview, during a visit to Rangoon on March 22,

1915, to a Tamil correspondent.

"He started by saying he could quote chapter and verse for the good work
performed by them in South Africa. They were of the greatest help to
him during the passive resistance struggle. All the Indian communities
were of very great help to him, but especially the Tamil community. It
was considered a shame among them for one man not to have gone to jail
at least once for the common cause. That was not true of any other
community, but that entirely true of the Tamil. When he first met them,
he learnt to admire them. Even afterwards he had found them better

and better. He said: I consider I have more in common with the Tamil
community than with any other".

- The HIndu, March 30, 1915; Collected Works, Volume 13, pp. 42.

Speaking at a public reception in Madras on April 21, 1915, Gandhiji
said:

"It was the Madrassees who of all Indians were singled out by the great
Divinity that rules over us for this great work (on behalf of Indians

in South Africa).
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Do you know that in the great city of Johannesburg, it is found among
the Madrassees that any Madrassee is considered dishonoured if he has
not passed through the jails once or twice during this terrible crisis
that your countrymen in South Africa went through during these eight
long years? You have said that I inspired these great men and women,
but I cannot accept that proposition. It was they, the simple-minded
folk, who worked away in faith, never expecting the slightest reward,
who inspired me, who kept me to the proper level, and who compelled

me by their great sacrifice, by their great faith, by their great trust
in the great God to do the work that I was able to do".

- The Hindu, April 21, 1915; Collected Works, Volume 13, pp. 52-53.

(Volume 17 seems to be missing in my collection; see pp. 302.)

Writing in his autobiography about the establishment of the "Satyagraha
Ashram” in Ahmedabad on May 25, 1915, Gandhiji wrote:

"There were at this time about thirteen Tamilians in our party. Five
youngsters had accompanied me from South Africa, and the rest came from
different parts of the country. We were in all about twenty-five men
and women.

“This is how the Ashram was started."

- The story of My Experiments with Truth, Part V, Chapter IX.

About the middle of 1896, Gandhiji sailed from South Africa to Calcutta
by ss. Pongola, and it was on the boat that he began to study Tamil.
He wrote in his autobiography:

"The ship's doctor gave me a Tamil Self-teacher which I began to study.
My experience in Natal had shown me that I could acquire a knowledge
of Urdu to get into closer contact with the Mussulmans, and of Tamil

to get into closer touch with the Madras Indians...

"With the Tamil I made fair progress. There was no help available,
but the Tamil Self-teacher was a well- written book, and I did not

feel in need of much outside help.

"I had hoped to continue these studies even after reaching India, but
it was impossible. Most of my reading since 1893 has been done in jail.
I did make some progress in Tamil and Urdu, in jails - Tamil in South
African jails, and Urdu in Yeravda Jail. But I never learnt to speak
Tamil, and the little I could do by way of reading is now rusting away
for want of practice.



7.

“I still feel what a handicap this ignorance of Tamil or Telegu has

been. The affection that the Dravidians in South Africa showered on me
has remained a cherished memory. Whenever I see a Tamil or Telegu
friend, I cannot but recall the faith, perserverance and selfless sacrifice
of many of his compatriots in South Africa. And they were mostly
illiterate, the men no less than the women. The fight in South Africa
was for such, and it was fought by illiterate soldiers; it was for the
poor, and the poor took their full share in it... But I wanted to requite
their affection by learning Tamil and Telegu. In tamil, as I have said,
I made some little progress, but in Telegu, which I tried to learn in
India, I did not get beyond the alphabet. I fear now I can never learn
these languages..."

- The Story of my Experiments with Truth, Part II, Chapter XXIV.
(Volume 65 seems to be missing in my collections; see pp 21 and 282).

In his last prayer meeting on January 29, 1915, a day before his
assassination, Gandhi recalled the resourcefulness of the Madrassees.

He said:

"I know the people of Madras quite well. I had with me in South Africa
people drawn from all linguistic areas of the Province. During the
satyagraha march they were given a pound and a half of bread and an
ounce of sugar each day. But they surprised me when on our striking
camp they would pick out some edible greens or other thing and cook it
singing away in great delight.”

- Collected Works, Volume 90, pp. 526.
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Serious biographical research on Mohandas K. Candhi remains in -

Fischer's The Life of Mahatma Gandhi

a fairly primitive condition. Louis

(1950) was as thoroughly documented as a first biography can be. when

written by a fine reporter and_pq}iticq}_jgyrnalist. Since then there have

been only a handful of biographical studies which make extensive critical

~

use of primary source documents. None of them have been whole-life

biographies, for very good reasons.

Among the best of the partial studies are Chandran Devanesen's 1961

Harvard dissertation, The Making of the Mahatma (Madras, 1969), Pyarelalls

Mahatma Gandhis The Early Phase (Ahmedabad, 1965) and The Discovery of

Satyagraha (Bombay, 1980), and Judith Brown's Gandhi's Rise to Power.(Cambridg .

1572) and Gandhi and Civil Disobedience (Cambridge, 1976)+ In view of the

-

total number of Gandhi biographies -- said to be over LOO — it is apparent
that this 1list of critical studies is brief indeéd. I am happy to say that

I will be making some additions in the course of this paper.

If we look for detailed monographic studies of well-defineu aspects of
Gandhi’s life and career, we find a similarly depressing prospect, for these
are likewise few, especialiy for the eariy period. Full-length biographies

have been the favored genre; there seems to be a compulsion to tell the

ot o pepit il Chobon Delper> ¥ ol - udor



sacred dram in its entirety, as in Richard Attenborough's film (1982).

None of these biographies having a proper foundation in critical monographic

——

studies, they are condemned to repeat the same rltuallzed and mythologized

versions of familiar incidents, with perhap a new detail here and there

—

and a sprightly bit of debunking to indicate that the author has origirality.
The film does them all one better by inflating the 0ld myths into powerful new

images that are in some instances not only mistaken but perverse.

All that may be said about the poor quality of biographical studies of
Gandhi applies with greater force to his early history, by which I mean ﬁot
merely his childhood but his first Ll years, more than half of his life span.
The first 22 years are the subject of a study being developed by Stephen
N. th,l and I will give no attention to these. I am interested entirely

in his second 22 years, the period of his young manhood in South Africa

from 1893 to 191kL.

[“’rﬂﬂ4 The principal elements in Gandhi's South African story come from the

| two autobiographies, The Story of My Experiments with Truth (Ahmedabad, 1927,

\
| 1929) and Satyagraha in South Africa (Ahmedabad, 1928). The scenes are

kkfamiliar: the unsuccessful young lawyer is called to South Africa to help

settle a lawsult .) there he immediately encounters racism’ and has a moment

of dec151on during a chilly night in the Maritzburg station. In Pretoria he

encounters kindly Christians and also dlscrlminatlon, and settles the lawsuit

with a compromise. As he is about to return home he discovers a threat to
Indian rights in Natal and is persusded to remain and fight it. He establishes

a community defense organization and settles down as an attorney and advocate

for Indian rights. On bringing his family to Durban in 1897 whites attempt to

murder him, but he refuses to press charges. During the Boer War he organizes

an Indian ambulance corps and takes it to the front lines. After the war he

|
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returns to India but at the end of 1902 is called back because of new

e ——e

threats to the rights of Indians, this time in the Transvaal. He settles

——

in Johaﬁﬁésburg. has many English friends, chiefly vegetarians, does life-

saving work in a plague epidemic, and establishes a newspaper. Later he

reads Ruskin and moves his paper to a farm at Phoenix. In 19C6 he provides

an ambulance corps in the Zulu rebellion, and decides on the vow of celibacy

—— e

(Brahmacharya). At the Empire Theater on Sept. 11, 1906, the Indians vow to

go to jail rather than submit to the new regiépration law. When the arrests

begin, Gandhi is soon released in connection with a compromise settlement, and
Indians attempt t; murder him. The struggle renews as Indians burn their
passes, and Gandhi is again jailed. He establishes a second rural retreat,
T°1§EEY Farm. where he carries on experiments in diet and education. In 1913
he launches a large-scale civil disobedience, with over 2 thousand Indilans
crossing the border in a great march toward Johannesburg. The Viceroy of
India and others are moved to intervene. and General Smuts agrees to the

Indians Relief Bill, enabling Gandhi to go home and seck his country's freedom

through satyagraha.

These events form the core of the Gandhi_saga and are repeated in every

In the

——

biography. A few other stories are added, sometimes totally new onés.

film, for example, one of the most memorable scenes shows the young Gancdhi
beaten by the police as he attempts to burn passes. Not ‘only was he never,

in his whole life, beaten by the police; indeed his relations with them were
most respectful, but the scene suggests that Gandhi foolishly rushed into
defiant challenge of the law before doing his careful legal work. It therefore
distorts his character. Later he is shown frightening horses in a scene

which has no basis in history or nature. The printed. media are generally more

modest in their additions to historical truth, but they are rarely any more

nelpful in penetrating the myths.



The first two accounts of Gandhi's life appeared in 1909, when he
was LO. Both were by intimate friends in Johannesburg. The Rev. Joseph

Doke, a Baptist pastor with an unusual interest in the social guestions

of his city. sought out the Inclan leader when the first arrests were taking

place to flnd out the other 51de of the story He decided to interview

Gandhi and write a character sketch. so as to introduce his personality to

the English public. From these interviews came the firstibiographyL which
— — — 2 e —— - L — —
Gandhi himself saw through the press. A second sketch was prepared the

3
his aide Henry S. Polak, to be published in India. Three

same year by

— e

years later. another friend, Dr. Pranjivan Mehta. published a sequel to
these, bringing the story of the South African struggle up to date and
L
including observations from his visit to Tolstoy Farm. From these beginnings

grew the Gandhi story and, we might add, the Gandhi myth. which was greatly

:X enriched by Romain Rolland in his Mahatma Gandhit The Man Who Became One

b 5
|
i t‘; th The Universal Being (192L). At about this time Gandhi himself. having

shakea India in the Civil Disobedience campaign of 1920-1922, was enjoying
his rest in His Majesty's Hotel and employed it to begin the chapters of
6

Satyagraha in South Africa . followed by The Story of My Experiments with Truvh.

In the years when he dominated the political landscape of India. little else
was published on his South African years. The sole significant exception was
1 a small volume of memoirs by an English woman who had lived in his household,

¥illie Polak's Mr. Gandhi-—The Man, still one of the most intimate

glimpses of his personal life during this period, by a loving friend who kept

her independence of judgment.

Though little may have been written about Gandhi, the history of
South Africa was being written and rewritten. Much of. this historiography

was of a very high quality, and some dealt with the Indian community, which
: 9 10
{ was surveyed by G. H. Salpin in 1949 and by Mabel Palmer in 1957, But in



this history, as in South African history generally, there has been a

missing factor which has recently been pointed out by Shula Marks, who notes
. e

"the absence of any major thrust into this historiography from below. from

—— ———————————————— —

the Africa3§_3§§§§e}yes“. She goes on to observe that "although liberal

historians were concernad with the position of the black man in South
African history, it was still largely as the object of policies and
practices of white South Africans..." The same may be truly said of

the Asiatic community.

— e ——

A major limitation of almost all studies on Gandhi-and his work in

South Africa is the near-total absence of the Indian community as a significant

actor in the drama. All which have reached furthest into this subject have

———
concentrataed primarily on the actions of Government in relation to Gandhi and

the Indians. 'Some of the reasons for this are not hard to find. The special
position of the Iudians in South Africa was determined largely by government
action, and attempts to modify this position necessarily meant altering the
poiicy of governments. All this generated a vast quantity of records: corres-

pondence, reports, Farliamentary papers. news stories, magazine articles. and

afterwards memoirs of the participants. Furthermore, this trove of material

| has another especially attractive features much of it is available outside of

South Africa. Many of the documents can be examined in London and New Delhi.

An example of this genre, and a superior one, is Balla Pillay's British
: 12
Indians in the Transvaal.  In this volume we learn very little about the

British Indians other than that they form the basis of a problem or "question",
despite the fact that Puballan Doraswami Pillay was born and educated in
South Africa. -The title of his original University of London thesis is more

precises "The Imperial Government and the British Indians in the Transvaal'.
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 Pyarelal created a portrait full »f detail on the publi

It is in fact an excellent book and provides the best narrative of the
? . .

Indian "question® in the Transvaal between 1885 and 1906. and its

thorough documentation has been a blessing to scholars. openiag up many

avenues in the Public Record Office at ¥ew and the Pretoria archives.

for instance.

Another and less satisfactory example is Robert Huttenback's Gandhi

13
in South Africa, which revealed some of the riches of the South African

archives and has been fruitful in that respect, but which is better described
by its subtitle, "British Imperialism and the Indian ~uestion, 1860-191L."

I will say that in following up on documents cited or briefly quoted in this
study, much important light has been shed on Gandhi's political action, but

I found more useful than the book the microfilm rolls of the documents on
which it was based, and I found more insight in the author's various articles

on South Africa in the context of British Imperial history.

A third example, this time based on the documentary resources of the
14

National Archives of India, is Igbal Narain's The Politics of Racialism.

which shows how much a diligent worker can learn of South Lfrican government

—

policy by reading the Viceroy's files in Delhi.

-

The same limitation may be seen in the work of Pyarelal Nayar, who

pioneered in the explor&tion of the early CGandhi and carried his story up

to 1906 before his death in October 1982. Utilizing Gandhi's correspondence
files, press clippings, communications with surviving companions, and
increasingly public documents as he moved intd the politically active phase,

¢ life of Gandhi.

and on the background of persons and events. Much of this seemed far

r=moved from Gandhi as a person. His first volume contained an El-pame



chapter on Tolstoy, while his last. and still unpublisked. volume has
four chapters on the struggles between Lord Milner in Africa and Lord
Curzon in India over the supply of Indian labor; in this Gandhi hardly
appears., though there is some striking evidence here of how seriously his
writings were being taken at high levels even in 190L. Pyarelal was a
Victorian in his theory of history. Like Rev. Doke, Gandhi's first
biographer, he sought the key to history in character, and in his studies
of South africa was more interested in the personal gualities of Gandhi's
~ antagonists, as revealed through their actions, than in other forms of

4 analysis. Indeed, it may be said that Pyarelal was hardly interested in

vy

analyzing Gandhi at all.  He identified with him and wanted to discover
with whom and with what Gandhi had to contend. His work is still the

fundamental secondary source for the study of the early Gandhi. though

i contemporary researchers will be asking quite different questions.

The reliance on official records and the emphasis on "the Asiatic

T e

question" in South Africa has had several unfortunate effects which need %o
" recognized if we are to have an adequate bio%raphy of the young Gandhi.

\ The steady focus on governmental action has resulted not merely in the negle

iof the Indian community but also in the distortion of its history by looking

- i only at Gandhi as the chief actor. It is certainly true that he was the mo:
-

:prominent figure on the scene from 1894 until 191hiliﬂLEE_ﬁgg_ﬂgiﬂiha-oaéy

' one. In addition to distorting the history of the community by observing
'——-*'_
only one actor, we have a reduced portrait of Gandhi, since we have no way

!of knowing the stature of the people among whom he moved and who were the
| —

| chief participants in the struggle of wﬁich he was often the leader. It car

L——"%m adequate to dismiss other Indian leaders simply as opponents of Gandhi wl

failed to recognize his wisdom, or as obstructionists who tried to thwart h

'high purposes out of selfish or ignoble aims. They should be allowed to tel

—

i

e Er—
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""" i . A second conseyuence of the emphasis on government is the neglect of

non-governmental interest in Gandhi and the Indian situation among whites

in South Africa and elsewhere. Gandhi was rare in having a large circle of

white friends and allies, but the nature of these persons and groups. and

of his relation to them, has barely been mentioned.’ The role of the church.
15 ‘ - S
the press, theosophistq_§Eg_yggg§aqi§g§J social reformers of all sorts. need

T ———

to be examined, and also the social location of his British allies.

A third neglected area is the social milieu of the South African

communities among which Gandhi and the Indians found themselves, in

| which enormous changes were occurring,including the transformation from an

agricultural frontier society to industrialism, social class formation. and

| most critically for the Indians the transformation of race relations from

those appropriate to a rural society to those required by capitalist

development, the patterns of which were being defined in the years of Gandhi's

residence there. Policies toward Indians have too often been studied in

isolation from what was called "the Native question". which was of far greater

consequence to the soclety as a whole, It profoundly affected the way the

E

Indians were treated, and defined the options which were open to Gandhi and

—

the Indians.

T realize that the program suggested here for improving the quality of

blographical studles in the South African period of Gandhit's life may be

disappointing to some. as it seems to concentrate on external relations. and

does not enter into the inner spirit of the man, or begin with his philosophy.

To the extent that philosophy arises out of the material conditions of life I

hold that this program will greatly increase our ability to understand the

development of his philosophy and to judge the effectiveness of satyagraha in

o -
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its first trials. His philosophy must of course be studied primarily as
an expression of the Indian tradition, but his program for the revivification
of that tradition cannot be understood except through a thorough examination of

his experience in the West, of which the most important part was in South Africe

With respect to this agenda, a principal purpgse of this paper is to report
on a most hopeful new development in the study of Gandhi's life and role in
South Africa, namely, the emergence of Indian_sgggp African scholars.

Through them this community has become more articui;£e in telling its own
story, and is reflecting a new valuation of its own heritage. These scholars.
it will be apparent to all, are not only in a position to utilize local resource
to an extent never before realized, but also to inlerpret these findings

with a.far greater recognition of the nature of the Indian community and

the relationships and struggles within it.

Amongst this group, perhaps the pioneer was Pranshankar S. Joshi,
not an academic but an activist who played a prominent role in Indian affairs

since his arrival on South Africa in 1920; his books include The Tyranny of

' Colour (1942), The Struggle forSEqualitx (1951). and most recently Mahatma
LA 7 HESLEATHECY
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Gandhi in South Africa (1980). His are the works of a dedicated advocate

who is a talented journalist. ) .

Among the academic scholars, the dem of them all must be Dr. Fatima Meer
of the University of Natal, who has not only produced a number of important

sociological studies of the Indian community . but has suffered imprisonment

‘and a banning order for her work with the Institute for Black Research and othe:

17

.forms;of political activism. Her volume A Portrait of Indian South africans

contained not only description, economic and sociological analysis. and

cultural information, but important historical sections as well, A member of
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a prominent huslin Jarily. Ny, Mee, has oviircized the nzglsco of those

indians who found Gandhi's program incorrect in some regards. In an interview

# in 1677, she told me that other Indian leaders had been neglectec¢ by scholars,

p— B R ——

for example the labor 1eader &1bert Chrlstopher who was reqpon51ble for the

e ——————————

———— E— — -

Llnportant strike of Durban Tunlolpal WO“keIS in 1913 whlch helped create the

crisis leadlrg to the Indlans Relief Act of 191h She quﬂgfntﬂe.ﬂlnﬂ__béﬁ_ﬁg

\ took only an i 1501dental 1ntereqt in working class Indlans Though he would

| . —— — = —_—

l help individuals in distress he did not raise issues that accented their

economic interests. Dr. Meer sees Gandhi_gg_gﬁﬁgniialiyuconsepuatixeAHQEH

e ————

the sense that he avoided revolutionary confrontatlon preferring the method a

] IR thod

satyagreha in which one stays close to persons in power in order to effect a

| e ———————————— — —_— e

i e —
change of heart. Its purpose she understood to be to awaken a sense of

ey

responsibility among the powerful, who would act as trustees for the poor.

In the end, Gandhi accomplished nothing for South African Indians either
politically or economically, which is not, she emphasized, to deny that he

had a massive effect. In the face of injustice, he insisted that something

should be done, offering a model not of acceptance but of action in the

. face of oppression, thus generating a new sense of power and dignity.

r/’};er own respect and admiration for Gandhi is evident in a short biograghy

. for young people, Apprenticeship of a Wahatma. published in 1970 by fhe Phoeni
! Settlement Trust.l8 " .

e

Of the academic historians, the most prominent is Dr. Bridglal Pachai,

' now of Dalhousie University. His master's thesis, "The History of 'Indian

19
. Opinion', 1903-1514", was one of the first carefully documen ted monographic

studies of any aspect of the early career of Gandhi. Then he published
20

The International Aspects of the South African Indian Juestion, 1860-1971,

e =

before moving to Malawi and devoting his efforts. to the history of that

country. Ret rning to South African Guestions as he moved to.Canada. he
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edited an excellent survey volume, South Africats Indians: The
’ 21
svolution of a Minority, examining contemporary political, economic and

cultural issues with the help of 1l South African scholars, both Indian

and wnite.

The work of Dr. Bala Pillay, who is also now in Canada. has already
becn cited. Mention should also be made of Essop Pahad's Sussex dissertatiol

on the post-Gandhi era, "The Development of Indian Political Movements in
22
South Africa, 1924-19L46."

In 197L, Frene Ginwala, a South African Indian with training in the
law and a career in journalism, completéd a D, Phil. thesis at Oxford.
"Clags, Consciousness and Control —- Indian South Africans. 1860-19L6".
A member of the African National Congress and an exile, she was not able to
return to the country for research and therefore worked in London and in
' the National Archives of India, aided to some extent by friends in South
Africa. The subject of her thesis was not Gandhi but the Indian population.
Using Marxist categories of analysis she raised important new questions
concerning Ganchi's role, and his relation to economic classes. By this
means she is able to shed nevw ligbfaggd€§g;1}gr_ingiggptgl_suqﬁ_gE_péga

—— ——— :
Durban demonstration against Indian ;Emégygyipqmgqmlﬁyz,‘in which Gandhi

———————

e
was nearly killed. The usual presentation of the event as white opposition

———8

P

1{3’ ////;§§> N to Indian traders and to the return of Gandhi confuses the occasion with

the cause, she maintained, pointing out .that most of the demonstrators were

clearly of the white working class who were being threatened by the recent

practice of substituting cheap Indian indentured labor in semi-skilled

ijobs hitherto performed by whites.

: Dr. Ginwala distinguished several interest eroups in the Indian
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population: the indentured laborers,the large traders who were

established before the beginning of discriminatory legislation. whom she

called thg_ﬂpour;eoig}e". and the mainly non-trading free Indians. mostly

s
former indentureds, the “petty-bourgeois") Gandhi was largely associated
e _/I ,.=-—""-_-_—H e ——————

//fwith the bourgeoisie. The Natal Indian Congress which he created required

— pm———

the huge membership fee of at least £3 and conducted its proceedings in

—

Gujarati, the language of the merchants and of Gandhi. Hewever in her
e ———————— e ———

’.ﬂ'-_'_-'—"—l-—\_.-_,_‘___'_\__‘_____.—-’_'_"
analysis of the first passive resistance campaign of 1906-1908. Ginwala

shows that there occurred significant withdrawal by the

_— e

an increasing participat;ogggzdggyggfi_of the petty-bourgeois class.

et
In later phases, new issues of substance to the merchants, such as the

restrictions of trade under the Gold Law, were not taken up by Gandhi.

In Natal, the petty-bourgeols began to develop new organizations to represent

thelr interests, including the Colonial-Born Indian Association,. the Natal

———

Patriotic Union, and a rival newspaper, #"The African Chronicle.

e ——

e

- Diveggéqt class interests were evident in the final satyagraha effort

in 1913. The decision to resume passive resistance was taken in the Transvaal,

and it was to be on the question of immigration rights, a matter of concern

e

to poth sections of the bourgeoisie. The Natal £3 tax was not an issue. When

Gandhi later decided to involve indentured laborers in his struggle. tle

-

leadership of the Natal Indian Congress opposed the plan. Gandhi and his

friends then bolted and formed the Na}a@LEEQEgg_Association. with many

petty-bourgeols merbers who shared with the indentured laborers the burden

-—

of the annual tax. Gandhi, she then avers. was caught by surprise by the mass
—————— —

response of the workers to the tax issue, which had symbolized perpetual

indenture for them. =

Dr. Ginwala felt that what needed explanation was not the extent of
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Gandhil's manifestion of his position with the boq:ggois_class. but his _

s ————

transition from it. Since her subject was the class struggle within the

————

community she did not attempt an answer to this question, but her thesis

troke new ground for the analysis of Gandhi's role by putting the focus

for the first time on the Indian community itself, and by identifying those

segments which were allied to Gandhi. those which left him. those who

were later in his camp, and those which were largely untouched. For the first
2

time a pelitical analysis of his work became possible.

Much of the thrust of this line of study which takes seriously the
South African Indian community. has been drawn together and powerfully

synthesized by Maureen J. Tayal in her D. Phil. thesis, "Gandhi: the

South'Afg%qgg_E{gifﬁgpce“f submitted to St. Antony's College, Oxford in

——

' 1980, a study which will, I believe, form the foundation not only of

future political analysis of this period of Gandhi's life, but also analysis

of the development of his ethical philosophy.

Working with South African archives, Dr. Tayal made good use of several
previously unused or poorly used primary sources. including the files
of the Protector of Immigrants for Natal. the Colonial Secretary of Natal,
the logs of ships calling at Durban. the.files of the Union Departments of
Justice and Defense. and the"African Chronicle", among others . She used
these to explores and to understand the divisions within the Indian community
and to identify groups left outside of Indian politics. Centering on
Gandhi, she examined the roles he played in this context and gave critical

attention Lo the passive resistance campaign -- its various phases and

transformations, the participants. the extent of its .success or fal lure

and the reasons for these.
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Like ul\:ala, Tayal souwht to identify the Indlqn Dollt1~a1

— 21‘ e
community in Matal and the Transvaal. Epigb_gpg_g;v1jeq into
the "11d dllte" and the "New Elite". She prvv’ied names and descrlptlons of

represenuative ewbers of both elites, their institutions. and their

— —_ —_— —— _______,_,_._,_-———

political interests in botﬁ_qg}pnigq, She has some particularly interesting

o ——

e

material on the political activity of the elites before the advent of
Gandhi. In Natal much of the leadership was given by Gandhi's employer.
Dada Abdulla, who was hampered by the lack of time a businessman could give
to community defense work, as well as by the need for legal counsel. What
vetter agent could there be for carrying on this work than a young Indian
lawyer eager to establish himself in practice, and who was fluent both in

Znglish and Gujarati? Tayal found Gandhlfs account of of his entry 1nto

Natal. politics "hlghly romantic1zed" and holds that he was retained not to

— -

——

lead the merchants but to be -their representative to continue political
activity which they had already begun, and she shows how the Natal Indian
Congress and later "Indian Opinion" served their ends, and provides an

interesting analysis of the organization and methods of the Congress.

In 1901 Gandhi left South africa and returned home. Little information
exists on the reasons for this decision. Tayal suggests that afte” sémé
initial activity, Natal Indian politics‘stagnated. and Gandhi went}in search
of a new political arena which would offer him opportunities that were
lacking in Africa. However, he failed to turn his South African experience
into a vehicle for entering Indian political life, and therefore welcomed

the call to return, at which time he established himself in Johannesburg.

There he built a new political vehicle, the British Indian Association. to
A2 RE S e

serve the commerclal elite, and conducteqma_§ggg§ﬁﬁfulqpxactieeabhe~eh&e{

—

activity of which centnrad on the permits and licenses requ1red fo“ trade

~Tayal considers nis politi:al activity for the first three or four years



ineffective, and his analysis of the reasons for thls incorrect. He
pelieved. she says, that the cause of political weakness was moral
inability to work for the welfare of the wider community. It was for this

reason that he welcomed the vow of non- registration taken at the Empire

Theater.

As passive resistance began, Gandhi was "a politician of the elite

groping inexpertly for the means to become the leader of a mass movement."

she said, and observed how in the learning process 1nvo’vad in overcoming
the weaknesses in the movement one can find the dynamics which changed
him from a hired representative to.a leader with a constituency, and

at the same time clarified his moral doctrines. As he did so, his

— —————

p"'="-_"_._—-=_='—‘=-‘h—-—-v——-—-—-———_—~—-—_,—
constituency shrank, and he became increasingly inactive in public

affairs, but after 1912 he developed a new strategy fc for a successful

culmination of the pa551ve resistance gtrugzle, which was necessary if

e

he was to realize his personal goal of entry into Indian political life

at home. He devised new goals which appealed to the Old Elite, the New Elite

e —
and the "masses". but which stopped short of demanding what the Government

had long refused to concede. By so doing, Tayal says, he "finally made

]

both the moral and political adJustments Wthh were necessary to assure the
.—-—-_'_._._._ . — e ———————

success of passive resistance." (p. 5)

e —

-

Among her findings, Tayal relates that nGandhi's contribution to
South African Indian politics has been highly over-rated,™ (p. 6)
that the title of "leader™ is 1naporoprlate for him before 1906. and must
be highly qualified for the period followiﬁg and_fget hle_;;;mary
conmitment was to moral autonomy rather than to community goals. One need

not apree with all of Dr. Tayalt!s obszarvations or conclusions to

recognize that here is a strong new voice in Gandhiin studies, full of new

(p. :
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insights and provocative conclusions. It is beautifully researched and

well argued, and raises a nost of questions that are long overdus. It

should presage a new era in the study of Gandhi in South Africa. I hope

it will find its publisher soon. Meanwhile the author is proceedihg with

a study of South African Indian politics after the Gandhi era.

The interest of Indian South Africans in exploring and defining their

own history shows no signs of abating. At the University of Durban-Westville.

despite the exclusion of Indian history from the curriculum, two Indian

lecturers in History have taken an active role. Dr. Surendra Bhana. who wWas

trained in the United States. with a thesis on another colonial subject, Puert

Rico, has recently given attention to Indian subjects, including the
history of Tolstoy Farm, the origins of "Indian Opinion", and together
with a colleague has recently published a survey of the historiography of

pagsive resistance among Indian South Africans, to which this paper is greatl;

25
indebted. The colleague, Miss Uma Duphelia, a descendent of Gandhi,

is writing a thesis on the representatives of the government of India in

South Africa in the post-Gandhi era. An attorney in Durban, Mr. Hassim Seeda

as an amateur historian published a long series in the local Indian
newspaper on community history, and has recently turned to more academic

history. In a thesis in progress for Rhodes University, he is examining an

idea broached by Drs. Meer and Tayal, among others. that Gandhi., after initia

with :
passive resistance / the merchant community. increasingly turned away from

such politics and withdrew into a private spiritual gearch.

Researchers such as these have begun’ to explore previously neglected

archives to-which they have comparatively easy access and unique capabilitie

for their interpretation. The Natal records in Pietermaritzburg and the
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1ocal records in Durban have hardly been touched. Recently they have
uncovered court records which show Gandhi appearing in case after case

on behalf of Indian clients, offering the possibility of a whole new
picture of his legal work. Old Natal police records, including info rmers!*
reports on the meetings of the Natal Indian Congress and other bodies can.
when used with due respect for the conditions of their creation. provide
a world of new information on the workings of these organizations. This
would help to fill a gap created in part by the seizure of organizational
records by the state security agencies of the Republic. Another archival
source which can help;g;derstand the composition of the Indian community

is the elaborate shipping records, which in the case of the indeatured

laborers contains demographic information which can be subject to computer

study.

The University of Durban-Westville, in spite of conditions created
by segregation. has initiated its own contribution to community history
by est;}ishing a Documentation Centre for South African Indian history,
with Dr. C. G. Henning as Director and Mr. B. Naidoo as Deputy Director.
The Centre, in addition to collecting materials for social and cultnral
history, is microfilming all the eﬁfly Indian newspapers which. as I-
discovered to my horror in 1977, seem to exist only in unique copies
at the Natal Archives. The "GColonial Indian News" (1901—1903) and ’
"Indian Views" (191h-l9uh) have already been microfilmed. and "African
Chronicle" (beginning 1908) will follow. Another project for which I

had long hoped is the translation into English of the Gujarati articles

in "Indian OPinion", which is now complete for the first three years of
26 _
publication.
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We may hope that one result of all this will be a richer portrait

of the indentured laborers and their descggggnts. who form the vast

majority of the population. Although the subject of Gandhi's concern
_._-—"‘_'_'____\——‘_'_‘———-—___--

and his efforts in individual cases. he dic not take up their economic

—

interests until the final phase. The studies of Tayal and Ginwala show
,_r".l-’_-_-—'_\__—-_-_‘_}"

—

— ; .
that it was the emergence of a new elite of the children of prev1ous%g

jal for effecting this new alliance.

indentured parents which was essent
—

Despite the beginnings which have been made by Hugh Tinker in exploring
27

the system of indenture (and Ganchi's role in bringing it to an end) .

and Tayal's study of the causes ‘of their political inertia.2 much needs

to be done in understanding this community and exploring Gandhits relations
with it..29 Incidentally, one benefit which may perhaps come as members

of the community explore their own history is the restoration of their

true names. . Many significant participants are now known to the world

only by the simplified or anglicized names used in Gandhi's autobiographies.

The satyagraha struggle created and orchestrated by Gandhi was a
________.__—-u-:'—"—'_-_‘- — -\_._.-—'—"“"“"__\.;‘:_‘

wonderfully complex event which generated effects not only on the local scene
generased B

e
but in the capital cities of Pretoria, London, and Cal?EEEi;JfEEL_SSEiEiEEEI

e ————

e

R TP B A X . K .- .
peaks of mass actilon and long sustained pericds of low-level activity in’ which

he concentrated on the development of his communal centers: Phoenix and

Tolstoy Farm. It is through the study of this complex event that I believe

we have our best route into the construction of a full critical biography of
the young Gandhi. A mere psychological study would be completely inadequate,
to say nothing of its impossibility without a study of his environment and
his political action. With the increasing fullness and subtlety in studies of

the Indian community we are in the midst of what may be ccmpared to a paradigm
shift in our understanding of the origins of satyagraha. At the same time,

despite the existing studies of Gandhi's struggle with the government, and
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indeed as a consequence of the concentration on such relations. prioriy should
be given to certain other aspects of the South African scene, specifically

Gandhi's white frierds and supperters,-and.the relationship between the

—

Indian struggle and the black struggle. Tec these two topics I will devote
— s

the remainder of this paper.

It has been long recognized that Christians were very important in
Gandhit's religious formation, but hardly any attention has been given to
the fact that.Chr%stianity has many variants, and Gandhi came into close
relations with certain kinds of Christians and nsf with others.j) In South

Africa he had the closest personal relations with certain Protestant

evangelicals, and these were of two different sorts. Best known of these

encounters is his friendship with members of the South Africa General Mission,
a faith group strongly influenced by the Keswick movement in England. ' He

met them in his first days in Pretoria, and maintained close relationships with
missionaries of this group for more than a decade. A recent dissertation by
James Kallam has for the first time examined the gistory of this Mission and

the personalities of some of its leading figures. Dr. Margaret Chatterjee

in her recent book, Gandhits Religious Thought. has recognized the influence

1 of Nonconformist formulations in Gandhi's relig%is expressions. including
the concept of guldance by the holy spirit. in which is a c&.i for action,
a vehicle of insight, and a source of strength. as well as the lingering

# influence of such evangelical terminology as the God/Satan dichotomy, and

32

| his love of certain hymns. This deserves further study, but there is another

ezxperience with evangelical Christianity which has been overlooked. and it occurred

: at the crucial moment of his first ventures in civil disobedience. A group of

| reform-minded, politically active, Nonconformist clergy in Johannesburg openly
sided with Zanchi and the Indian cause over a period of years. They included

the Baptist pastor Joseoh Doke., #ho made his horme a hospital for the injured
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Gandhi, and wrote his first biography. and there were otners. They brought

to Gandhi a model of the religious leader as a social reformer and a certain

-'-”'_.-___ e
amount of exoerlenCP not only in civic reform but in pa551ve re31stance also.

T%ey brought their knowledge of the gggll§p_pg531ve resistance movement agaiast

—— i

the 1902 nducatlon Act conducted by the evangelical churches. chiefly Baptist.

e
Congregatlonal and Primitive Methodist. This campalgn. which reached the

several thousand
height of its effort in 1905, saw / clergy, -lay leaders, and municipal

officials suffering distraint of goods or imprisonment for tax refusal.

_JEVanvelical Christianity contributed not only to Gandhi's personal piety but also

— 3
to h:.s vision of a 5001ally transform:mg religion. &M

S ——mmm — \W

With respect to the sources of contemporary experience in passive resistance,
attention should also be given to Gandhi's study of the campaign of the Women's
" Social and Political Union, commonly called the "suffragettes". which originally

was nonviolent and saw prison as a badge of honor. Gandhi was in ILondon to

3k

observe their actions, and interviewed Mrs Pankhurst and other leaders.

Another topic in the origins of satyagraha which deserves exploration is

the membership and program of Gandhi's rural commnities, Phoenix and Tolstoy

Farm. R. M. Thompson, an Australian, has completed for Bombay University a the31s

on Gandhit's ashrams, working largely from Indian sources, but 1little else of a

serious nature has been done. Dr. Sureandra Bhana has publiéhed a paper on

Tolstoy Farm, incorporating interviews with aged former students of Gandhi's
36

school, and the rebuilt farm house is now being preserved by an Indian trust.

Shoenix is still a living settlement, and now finds itself in the midst of

a vast new Phoenix Indian Township being constructed by the Durban corporation.

Yuch needs to be done in plotting out the evolution of Gandhi's ideas of an

ashram, and the-changing purposes and economic structure of these pioneer

communities, including the examination of other communities which may have played

2 role as models for them, including the Tolstoyan colonies and "simole life"
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movement in England. to which Gandhi and the Phoenixites paid much attention

in the early years of the experiment. The letters and memoirs of those who

took part in tgese experiments have not yet been seriously examined for the
insight they can give us into the nature of life in these communities. Albert
West. the printer, wrote a short memoir. and ¥illie Polak's book has already
been mentioned in another connection. Prabhudas Gaﬁdhi, a nephew who was a child
at Phoenix, has written a most valuable memoir in Gujarati which is available

in English only in abridged form.B? A large number of letters from Gandhi to
Herman Kallenbach, who was for some years Gandhi's housemate and closest companion
were sold at auction in December 1972 to an unknown buyer, and why has nobody
done a study of the career of Henry Polak, who stayed active in Indian affairs
longer than any of the original companions (though not always in complete harmony

with*Gapdhi)? I mention these only to suggest that if Gandhi studies in some

areas have not developed, it is by no means because of the lack of available

material.

Another promising subject should be Gandhils career as a lawyer. from
which he withdrew in 1911 and later abandoned. T. K. Mahadevan has recently
shed light on the first law case, the one which drew Gandhi to South Africa.
Though his research needs to be put in context and read cautiously due to his
dubious use of what he calls "processed" quotations. he shows.ﬁhat the fire of
ambition was burning in the young Gandhi from the moment of his arrival in
Africa. and that he carefully prepared not to return home but to establish
himself there.38 The autobiography is less than candid on this point. Mahadevan
did not have available the perspective of Tayal, which would show that as Gandhi
strove to remain tﬂ; merchants strove to keep him} not as their leader but as
the most effective agent for continuing the political protests they had already

begun. The rich Natal court records of Ganchi's cases. together with others which

could without doubt be found in the Transvaal, should provide the basis for a



new account of his legal career.

I have becoms increasingly aware of the power and effectiveness of his legal wc

1 of

in the veriod immediately before the publication of the registration bil

1906, which he called the "Black Ordinance" and made the occasion_9§ﬂp}s first

nase civil disobedience. In a series of appeals to the higher courts, some

G —_—

in deliberately initiated test cases, Gandhi had been able to secure the overturning

of important sections of the anti-Indian ordinances. and to expose the weakness
of race and class legislation when brought to the light of British justice.

As late as the spring of 1906. he announced his intention to initiate test cases
on five more points of law. I have often wondered what it was about the
registration act which made it the "black act", when on its face it appeérs to

be similar to many other anti-Indian actions. There are. I found, some important

differences, but in addition one factor which led Gandhi to civil disobedience

at this point must have been the consistent manner in which the integrity of the
courts, which he could use so well, was subverted by government subterfuge or
new actions of a blatantly racist nature so as to void the hard-won victory. The
exploration of Gandhi's legal success and its mullification will yield a new
understanding of his turn to extra-legal protest.

It is  the larger matter of the relation of %he Indian quegion’ to
formation of modern South African society which is my final subject. The
economlc and social history;of the early twentieth century isﬁfield whose
contemporary vigor promises significant impetus for the study of South African

Indian history and for comprehending the milieu in which Gandhi operated.

For instance, Charles van Onselen's two volumes of Studies in the Social
2

and sconomic Ilistory of the Witwatersrand, 1886-191l provide a richly

textured account of the working class sections of Johannesburg among which

39

the Indians dwelt. Though he pays no attention to the Asiatics in these
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volumes, he suzgests the need for a study of what he calls the inter-racial
wglum yards" of the western side of the city, which I hope will be forthcoming.
Meanwhile he has provided glimpses of the social eangineering of the Milner
administration which, on principles not unlike those of the Fabian socialists,
transformed the town from a rough mining camp to a modern industrial city.bO
The plan called for breaking up the old center-city working class districts.

among which was the Indian location. GCandhi reports its destruction in 1904

as a result of the outbreak of plague. For him and the Indians the disease seemed
only the excuse to implement a consistent anti-Indian policy, which is no

doubt true, but van Onselen makes it possible to see the move as an aspect of

a different plan also, and it will be possible to show, I believe. that Gandhi

did not object to this plan in principle; only that it was being worked consistently
and unnecessarily to place the Indians at the maximum disadvantage. Such studies

as this and others that may follow under the leadership of van Onselen-and Brenda Bozzc
of the University of Witwatersrand, may in addition provide a more complete picture

of the social location of the anti-Indian groups in Transvaal society which

continually forced the government into taking more extreme discriminatory

L1

measures.

The major social transformation in South Africa in Gandai's time was

the creation of the modern system of raclal seg;egation which, as John Cell has
recently shown, was fundamentally different from the racial patterns in the
agricultural society of the old ’I‘ransvaal.h2 Its creation was, not by chance,
simultaneous with the passage of "Jim Crow” legislation in the American south.

As this process is examined, attention should be given to the question of
" the relation of evolving Indian policy to evolving Native policy. The Indians,
Gandhi included, tried continually to get themselves excluded from_%}fﬁfifiﬁfﬁiﬁﬁL

with the blacks in such matters as housing, trade rights, transportation.

———————————

orison accomodations and the carrying of passes, among other matters. while at

e ——

IR
—

——
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the same time disclaiming any privileges. In

e —
this way Gandhi, along with manylliberal-minded social reformers of his day.

m—

e ———————————————

accepted and promoted aspects of the segregation doctrine, in so far as
i .

he called for a social status for Tndians that was different from that of

the whites and the blacks. Not surorisingly he has been-termed-racist in.
it

tQ&§ respect. and criticized for his fsilu

re to take up a common cause with

other non-white elements against racism. Maureen Tayal's thesis makes this

point strongly. She also suggests that Gandhi's Phoenix settlement owed an

unacknowledged debt to the inspiration of John L. Dube, the founder of the

African National Congress, whose school and newspaper press were located only a

few miles from the settlement. No one has seriously examined Gandhi's

relations with urbanized and educated Blacks, and with the leaders of the Coloured

community. To see if an effective alliance among such groups were possible,

and for what purposes, we would need to know more about the history of the times

as seen from the black perspective. Gandhi himself afgued. of course. that
satyagraha would provide a means by which any group might free itself. and
there were many blacks and whites who. some with hope and some with fear, thought

this might be true. Of all the questions concerning Gandhi. the relation

between Blacks and Indians has the greatest importance for the future of Indian

—

South Africans.
What may emerge from these new studies will be a new portrait of Gandhi

and a new assessment of his role. He will be shown not always to have led. but

often to have responded %o the initiatives of others, and other Indian leaders

znd other views of the development of the Indian community will be seen - as

contending with his, and not always wrongly. He will be shown as failing to

effect an alleviation of the chronic disabilities of nonwhites in the

———————

None of this. I btelieve,

South African situation, despite certain successes.
e ——
can possibly diminish Gandhi.

BEis place in the story is sssured. though cur

-
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understanding of it may have to be modified. In this connection I am

f—-.\ e — —
reminded of I. Bernard Cohen's remarks on Galileo's place in the history

of science. Cohen wrote that Galileo's originality was in fact different from

what Galileo had proclaimed. No longer necd we believe that there had been

no progress in understanding motion since Aristotle. Recent investigations have

uncovered a tradition of criticism of Aristotle whicﬁ paved the way for him,
and Cohen concluded, "By making precise exactly what Galileo owed to his

predecessors, We may delineate more accurately his own heroic proportions.

In this way, furthermorc, we may make the life story of Galileo more real,

because we are aware that in the advance of the sciences each man builds on ;::>
L3
the work of his predecessors."
P
e —

e

Shaw University
Raleigh. North Carolina 27611

February 15. 1984

Prepared for presentation to the Colloguium on "Mahatma Gandhi and His
Significance for Today", The Claremont Graduate School, Claremont,

California; March 1-2, 1984
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MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI,

——

who was born at Porbandar (Sudamapuri) in India on 2 October
1869, qualified as a barrister in England in 1891. Two years later
his professional services were engaged by Abdul Karim Jhaveri,
a Durban trader, in a £40,000 lawsuit against a rival firm in Pretoria.

The young, inexperienced barrister was completely ignorant of
conditions in South Africa .... he came for a few months..... yet stayed
for twenty one years, during which time he was to become one of
the outstanding figures in South African political history.
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A recreation of Mahatma Gandhi being evicted from the train at the Pietermaritzburg
station on June 7, 1893. This model is ir the Gandhi museum in Bombay




‘Natal Indian Congress

A BILL introduced in 1894 sought to DISENFRANCHISE Indians
in NATAL. GANDHI organised a protest meeting whereby a

- PETITION of 1000 signatures was obtained & forwarded to the
COLONIAL SECRETARY. The Ad Hoc Committee formed at the
meeting was constituted into the NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS.

- Its aim, to strive for DEMOCRACY and EQUALITY for local
INDIANS. y

J

Founders of the Natal Indian Congress.
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The original home of Mahatma Gandhi is
still maintained as a memorial at the Phoenix
Gandhi Settlement, some fifteen miles from

The PHOENIX Settlement was founded in 1903, when the -
INTERNATIONAL PRINTING PRESS which printed the OPINION
was moved to Phoenix. The farm was founded on the ideal of
all workers receiving equal wage. The needs of the PRESS

were attended to during spare time. GANDHI spent much of
his time here.

Kasturba Gandhi Government-Aided Indian Schoolé

Built from generous donations given by the Transvaal Indians and a grant
kindly given by the Natal Provincial Government.- i
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The Late My, V., Madanjit
Founder of the International Printing
Press and “INDIAN OPINION’

Durban in 1903

The Late Mr. M. If. Nazar
. . The  first  cditor of ‘INDIAN,
in OPINION’ in 1903 who continued
editing till his death in 1906,

Mr. H. S. L. Polak :

Editor of Indian’ Opinion, the organ of Passive Resist.ance‘ Went as

delegate to India in 1909 and 1911, and England on pub{xc worl? in 1911
and 1913. Served a term of imprisonment as a Passive Resister.




Gandhi - Tolstoy - Lawley Farm near Lenasia, Jhb. - Tvl.
In one of the cottages in photo, is now (1969) occupied by Mrs. Ella gie Bruyn. (top inset) with 9

children. i !

“Every noble hearted
person will welcome the
idea of building a shrine to
perpetuate the memory

of the devoted people

who sacrificed their lives -
for the righteous cause’’

Mrs. Ella de Bru‘yn

Inset bottom from left

1. Mr. Kallenbach who
who donated the farm

2. Count Tolstoy the
great Russian Passive re-
sister. ;

3. Mahatma Gandhi right

the leader of the Sathya-

graha Movement in S.A,

Gandhiji
with the
pioneer settlers
in
Tolstoy

The late Count I. N. Tolstoy,
the great Russian Passive Resister who was
one of the foremost sources of .inspiration of
‘the struggle and who, addressed -a letter
thereon to Mr. Gandhi.

_ Mr. H. Kallenbach
the owner of Tolstoy Farm, belper of Indians in distress, joint organiser of the
- Strikers® Camp at Charlestown, who suffered imprisonment as a Passive Resister
for conscience’ sake =

L




RESISTANCE

Many resisters were hawkers and traders. They courted
imprisonment, others were deported or fined.

»
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INFIRIATED INOIANS DESTROY ABOUT" - 1800

D NCATES IN A LARGE  THREE LEGGED POT™ 4V
TOUANNESBURG:.

MA BARRISTER-HAWKER
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0BTECTION 70 ¢ \
ASIATIC VOLUNFARY REGISTRATION - YALIDATION B/LL( ACT 36 /1909

Mr. Joseph Royeppen as he appearcd when arrested
b under the Asiatic Act.
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The late Naryasamy

who was deported to India as a Passive

Resister and who died at Delagoa Bay

after being hunted from Port to Port in

South Africa by the Unior Goverment
f .

' The late. Miss Valiamina Moodaly
The cldest son, i ; { i {
e who died after serving -a term of imprisonment as a
Passive Resister '

Widow and Sons of Selvan, a free labuurer, shot dead during the strike.
Antonimuthu, recicved three bullet wounds.

b
The late Sovrzai, with bis wife and child.
Soorazi was one of the Strike victims. Widow and Qrphan of Pachiappan, an In-
dian Striker on the Coast, shot dead dur-
ing the strike

The late S. Nagappen
who died after release from the Joban-
nesburg Prison Road-Camp as a Passive
Resister.

SOME BRAVE WOMEN PASSIVE RESISTERS

The late Harbatsingh .
a Higdustani stalwart who died in Durban goal

ACHIEVEMENTS :

- 3 POUND TAX Abolished
- INDIAN MARRIAGES Legalised
- RESISTERS Pardoned
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During the Boer War and the Zulu Rebellion

(4bove) With the Indian Ambulance Corps durihg
the Boer War, 1899

(Below) With the Indian Stretcher-bearer Corps
during the Zulu Rebellion, 1906

(Left) In the uniform of a group-leader of the
Stretcher-bearer Corps

(Right) Medals awarded to Gandhiji for his
services during the two campaigns




GANDHI

andiji at the age of seven
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. HEN Gandhi entered
: the Durban Magis-
: trate’s Courts in May

1893, three days after his arrival
in this country, he got into trou-
ble for not removing his turban.
Later on, he removed a great
deal, and spent most of the rest
of his life in his underpants.
One of the Mahatma’s nether
garments occupies a position of
., importance the man himself was
- never given in South Africa.
.. In a glass case, in the very
v building, now a museum, where
- he suffered his first public hu-
miliation, a piece of cloth, hand-
; spun and beautifuily laundered,
sits labelled: “Gandhi’s dhoti”.
.i-+One presumes he had others.
o Beside the dhoti are a towel
and two handkerchiefs which
. Gandhi made himself. They are
i>--small; he was a busy man.
- 1 once saw Napoleon’s gloves
in a Paris Museum. Dainty as &
girl's and made of kid, they gave
‘an immediate nod to the theory
of history known as Didactical
Materialism, which allows that

material objects dictate the
course of historical events.

This approach was seen with
startling clarity and good binoc-
ulars in the Anglo-Boer War,
when British soldiers were game
enough not only to wear red
coats to make it easy to spot
them in the bush, but sported
white bands across their hearts
to show where the bullet should
be placed.

Supporting the Didactical Ma-
terialism theory in more recent
times we have Eugene de Kok's
bottlethick glasses (which
turned him into a psychopath)
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and Craig Williamson’s inter-
minable belt.

Looking at Gandhi's beautiful-
ly lit and mounted piece of cloth
shaped like an XXL nappy, it
might occur to one that, no mat-
ter how one wrapped and fold-
ed, pulled and tucked the thing,
one would always end up with
rather too much stuff between
the thighs. .

This probably explains why
so many dhoti devotees have
bandy legs. And why they spend
a lot of time sitting. Cross-
Jegged. Without moving.

Despite what Gandhi said —

“The truest test of civilisation,
culture and dignity is character,
not clothing” — how we dress
does have a bearing on how we
behave.

It's easier to toyi-toyi in mon-
key tails than in a monkey suit.
Which raises a point: if Shaka
had worn a dhoti how different
might our history have been.

it was no doubt because of the
dhoti that Gandhi was not par-
ticularly partial to protest
marches. Even remaining erect
in a dhoti can lead to a man’s
undoing. The Mahatma didn't
stand for peace, he sat for it.

< 0,‘)‘—( lwg

Wearing a dhott
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could

have changed history

Hence the name SATyagmha'for
his philosophy of passive resis-
tance. It was Satyagraha which

inspired the sit-ins of the *60s, .

when various movements tried
to change the world without
moving at ali.

Satyagraha (firmness in truth)
is far easier to.adopt and main-
tain securely. seated on the
ground. 1t was the dhoti then
that inspired Gandhi's philoso-
phy rather cunningly aimed at

redressing wrongs. Mandela’s’

shirts have a similar objective.
It was probably because of
the dhoti, too, that Gandhi even-
tually renounced sex. A dhoti
doesn’t somehow have the same
- turn-on appeal as a pair of Calvin

Kleins. Though how men were
ever persuaded into wearing a
name that stood for (2) the most
repressive of the Protestant
leaders and (b) smallness on the
waistband of their Y-fronts, is
deeply puzzling.

It is encouraging to see how
well Durban has looked after
some of the Mahatma’s most
personal effects. The city has al-
so preserved many of its Gandhi
sites. Mainly as parking lots.

Inhis brave little book Gandhi
Sites in Durban, author Paul
Tichmann details the various
acts of homage the city has paid
to this much-cherished part of
its heritage and to the great man
who lived in its midst (sort of)

for 21 years: “The building has
since been demolished and the
site presently serves as a park-
ing area ..."

Some sites have been looked
after with even greater care. Re-
inforced concrete, elaborate
alarm systems and around-the-
clock armed guard services en-
sure that no one will break in
and desecrate them.

An example of this approach
is Beach Grove, where the ram-
bling cottages, in one of which
Gandhi lived, have been re-
placed by a bank.

The Durban Station, built on
the spot from which Gandbhi set
off on his historic trip to Pre-
toria has been gutted and
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turned into posh offices with
thick carpets and people. Most
of the building is occupied by
the tourist industry, like
Tourism Durban, where foreign
visitors can gather to be taken
on tours of parking lots and oth-
er interesting places.

What happened to Gandhi on
that famous train trip when a
“white passenger entering the
compartment was surprised to
see it occupied by ‘a person of
colour’ and returned with two
officials who ordered Gandhi to
move-to the van compartment”
would never happen today.
Whites don't catch trains.

After the turban incident
Gandhi defended himself by ex-
plaining that in his culture “to
appear uncovered before a gen-
tleman is not to respect him”.
There are many photographs of
Gandhi in later life standing
largely uncovered among inter-
national statesmen, gentlemen
all, dressed in overcoats and lit-
tle furry hats. The man had a
marvellous sense of humour.

hard” T
This phenomenon has creat-
~a nreed of Ugandans.
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Tracing the
Gandhi spirit

Alex Dodd

t’s a white-grey Monday and the mirrored

facade of Diagonal Street cuts into the sky

with all the geometry and logic of the cap-

italist pursuits it was built to house. Its en-
dangered slickness is offset by the broken bricks
and shattered windows of Turbine Hall, giant
makeshift home to the homeless. Nearby the
words “Music Academy” are fading from a cor-
rugated roof along with a neighbouring advert
for Visa, no longer the main currency of trade
in these parts. _

Human traffic is slim here: men pass wear-
ing balaclavas or berets to protect their heads
from winter-‘and women carry big bags or ba-
bies on their backs. A huge Castle Lager truck
whizzes past an old woman pushing an ice
cream trolley.

This is the view from Museum Africa down-
town on Bree Street, where an exhibition hon-
ouring Mahatma Gandhi is currently on show.
What would the great man have thought of this
Johannesburg? How would he have defined his
struggle here in post-apartheid South Africa
where freedom is entrenched, but the poor are
still poor?

This is the city, described in the show’s pam-
phlet, as “the birthplace of Satyagraha” — the
city in which the notion of passive resistance
came into being at the dawn of this century and
spread across the planet.

Strange to imagine that this philosophy of
passivity, humility and non-violence was born
in a city that at the end of the same century is

one of the murder capitals of the modern world, -

" The opening of Gandhi’s Johannesburg was

fittingly graced with the noble spirit of former’

president Nelson Mandela, who sat smiling like
a child in an old man’s body alongside Nobel
prize-winning author Nadine Gordimer and
Harsh Basin, High-Commissioner of India,
among other important beings. You could tell
by the hats that this was a non-partisan, multi-
denominational affair. Yarmulkes, berets, tur-
bans and furry Russian numbers bobbed atop
the throng of Indian cogniscénti, intellectuals,
eccentrics and Johannesburg stalwarts that at-
tended Sunday’sevent. ..

Gandhi lived in and around Johannesburg
for 10 years from 1903 to 1913 and this exhibition
coincides with India’s'independence celebrations
on August 15 as well as the 85th anniversary of
Gandhi’s departure from South Africa. Athis
farewell banquet, held at’ Jeppe Street’s Mason-
icHallin 1914, hemade a speech in which he de-
clared: “I learnt to love Johannesburg, even
though it was a mining camp.

“Johannesburg,” he said, “had the hohest of
all associations” which he would carry back to
India with him. For it was in the midst of the
gold-digging frenzy that shaped Johannesburg
that Gandhi laid the foundations of the Indian
passive resistance struggle. Spurred on by in-
stances of gross discrimination that under-
scored the hurly burly of glitter and greed, the
young lawyer’s campaign against racial preju-
dice was galvanised. A stormy mass meeting at
Johannesburg’s Empire Theatre launched the
movement on September 11 1906. Three thou-
sand people from across the Transvaal protest-

Tolstoy Fal_'m': One of the images from the Gandhi’s Johannesburg exhibition

ed against an ordinance requlrmg Asians eight
years and elder to carry passes and register for
them by giving fingerprints: Gandhi denounced

the ordinance as “an insult to the entire Indian

community in South Africa”.
In his ‘speech Mandela empha31sed that the

1rnportance of Gandhi’ s Tolé stretched way- Be-

yond the Indian’ commniunity and that South
Africa’s Defiance Campaign was directly influ-
enced by the Indian passive resistance move-
ment. But he began on a lighter note, with the
touching humour for which he is globally
renowned: “Had I known there would-be so
many distinguished visitors here today, I would
have been frightened and remained home,” hig
said with the great hum111ty he shares with the
spirit of Ghandi.

The kinship between the two greatieaders
was celebrated in a short pldy called Mahatma-
Madiba, written specially for the occasion by
actor/playwright Rajesh Gopie. Although amus-
ing and performed with great enthusiasm, the
production lacked some gravity This was more
tangible in Gopie’s own performance of an ex-

tract from his play Out of Bounds in which the

police evict him and his family from a “whites-
only” beach. Echoes of Ghandi’s experience at

Heath’s Hotel, where the proprietors agreed to

take him as a guest only if he agreed not to take

his meals in the dining room, or when he was re-

fused access to the lift in Permanent Buildings-
(now Victory House), 3¢ Harrison Street.

" Tracing Gandhi’s footsteps, the exhibition,
curated by Eric ItzKin, explores over 30 Johan-
nesburg buildings and places associated with
the Indian leader. It is a fascinating journey, and
includes some affecting artefacts like one of
Ghandi’s dhotis, the sandals he made while in
prison and a thank you letter to one Reverend
Doke typed on an old typewriter; the ¢’s replaced
with v's (no delete button or Tippex back then).
But as Itzkin so polgnanﬂy stated: “This exhi-
bition is not so much abotit artefacts as it is
about ideals — the ideals of non-violent strug-
gle and resistance that were developed in Jo-

-hannesburg by one of the giants of the 20th cen-

tury” Johannesburg could do with a rekindling
of some of thosé ideals.



o3 outy 1992

e LShaS-

-

By Sashni Pather

THE funeral service of dedicated
community worker and benevo-
lent businessman Shamaldas
Anandlall Gandhi was held on
{ Saturday June 27 at the Clare
¢ Estate Crematorium.

I S.A. Gandhi, 85, succumbed after
suffering 2 massive heart failure.

4 . Gandhi, the great grand
1 nephew of Mahatma
Gandhi, was the propri-
etor of SA Gandhi
Fireworks, a leading
distributor of fire-
works established
in 1948.

A devoted com-
munity . leader,
Gandhi was also a
. director of a_com-
© pany involved in -
i township develop-
. ment.

. He was the treasur-
- er of the Isipingo

Beach Hindi Society
' for nine years and a“
<-member.of the Kathiawad: -
=-Hindu Seva-Samaj:= - =z o+ =7
" S.A. Gandhi was a life member of

Iskcon, the Kathiawad Hindi Sewa
Samaj and the Centenary Bursary
“Fund, _ T
C~ During a-fulfilling tife, he had met
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- ally and internationally.

Since ‘meeting with the

. Gandhiji shortly before his death. in.

1948, S.A Gandhi was $o inspired
that he decided to donate books in

¢ ‘with several dignitaries both nation--

late

Society poorer
without Gandhi

memory of his late uncle and spread
the message of non-violence.

After his retirement in 1996 he
made numerous donations to the
Aryan Benevolent Home, Durban
Central Library, University of
Durban-Westville, = Ramakrishna
Centre and the Mahatma Gandhi
Museum and library in Mauritius

and other institutes,
He felt that the- books
. would be more beneficial
than any monetary con-
tribution as books can
live forever. He made
several trips to India
where he bought
the books.

Gandhi who was
saddened by the
number of road
deaths in  the
Phoenix area and
the delayed
response by med-
ical attendants,
donated an ambu-
lance to the Phoenix
Settlement in 1972.

~ ..~ stamp-and.-coin collector. He -
- became the first member of colour
to the South African Philatelic
Society. T
He was also invited by the South

“African Miiit t6 help ‘mirit the first”

700 coins to commemorate the first
100 years of the late. Mahatma
Gandhi.

Gandhi is survived by his sons
Hemendra, Prakash and Dipak and
daughters Neelam and Tarla.

- 'Gandhi = was.-an- avid .-
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Sonia Gandhi’s surge to power

FTER one year of faltering
Hindu nationalist rule in
India, opposition leader
Sonia Gandhi has found
herself elevated from political
novice to prime minister-in-wait-

ing.

The Italian-born Mrs Gandhi,
who married into the Nehru-
Gandhi political dynasty in 1968,
became an Indian citizen in 1986
and entered active politics only a
year ago.

But some savvy political footwork
and widespread dissatisfaction
with the incumbent coalition has
suddenly lent her the mantle of
national saviour.

Once dismissed as a “foreigner”,
the widow of one-time premier
Rajiv Gandhi now seeins at ease at
the helm of the 114-year-old
Congress party, of which she was
elected president in April last year.

Questions about her leadership
qualities have died down since
Congress drubbed the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which dominates the coali-
tion, in key state elections in
November.

In India, Sonia Gandhi is riding high on Hindu Nationalist
failings, writes Sapa correspondent M R NARAYAN SWAMY.

“She has proved her leadership,”
Congress spokesman Ajit Jogi told
AFP while admitting that some
credit was due to Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s multi-party
coalition.

The Congress looked down and
out when Mr Vajpayee took power
on March 19 at the head of the BJP-
led coalition and swiftly consolidat-
ed his position with a series of
nuclear tests in May that unleashed
a tide of nationalistic euphoria.

rs Gandhi betame Congress
president when party morale
was at a particularly low ebb.
Untested politically, the mother of
two also had to struggle with the tag
of being a Roman Catholic in an
overwhelmingly Hindu country.
However, she showed political
maturity in resisting calls from the
Congress old guard to topple the tot-
tering BJP coalition and concen-

trated instead on re-building
her party.

She effected changes in the
Congress leadership, addressed
huge rallies across the country and
tock swipes at the squabbling coali-
tion.

A key BJP ally admitted that Mrs
Gandhi had benefited from the gov-
ernment’s failures.

“Unwittingly the Congress has
been strengthened,” said C Rama-
chandriah, general secretary of the
Telugu Desam party. “People have
again started looking to the
Congress. Naturally, as a member of
the (Nehru-Gandhi) family, she
commands the respect of people.”

Members of the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty have led Congress and
India for much of the post-indepen-
dence era.

Mrs Gandhi was unhappy when
her husband took to politics in 1980
after his brother Sanjay’s death.

She resisted repeated appeals from
Congress leaders to take over when
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated in
1991.

She finally jumped into the elec-
toral fray in January last year when
the Congress appeared on the verge
of collapse. Her campaigning for
the general election drew millions
and while Congress came second to
the BJP, her efforts were credited
with keeping 140 Congress mem-
bers in parliament.

Aides say Mrs Gandhi wants

.Congress to return to power with a

clear majority rather than being
forced to rely on tiny and unde-
pendable allies.

The more the ruling coalition
appears unstable, the more the
appeal of the Congress grows.

But not everyone is enamoured
with Mrs Gandhi’s style.

“There is a lot of political incon-
sistency in Sonia Gandhi’s stand,”
said communist leader Atul
Anjaan, who also questioned her
aversion to press conferences.

“India has a vibrant and trans-
parent democracy where people
expect the leaders to talk with peo-
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The riddle of ‘The Sphinx’

She never wanted power,
but Sonia Gandhi seems
destined for greatness,
writes Jason Burke

erhaps a more hippy-dippy Seventies

guru might, while adjusting his kaf-

tan as he stepped from his Rolls-

Royce, have found a way to explain it
For those of us of a slightly more empirical
mind, it is a little harder. For even in India,
where 900-million people all have their own
tales to tell, few can match the story of Sonia
Gandhi's strange journey.

Her story is as bizarre and fantastic as any
one of her adopted country’s myriad myths
and legends. Tt is a tale, we are supposed to
believe, of serendipity and tove, of chance and
opportunity, of unsought greatness reluctantly
accepted by a woman who, though she would
rather stay at home and restore oil paintings,
seems destined to lead the world's biggest
democracy into the next millenpium.

Gandhi — the 52-year-old daughter of Paolo
Maino, a building contractor from the small
[talian town of Orbassano, hear Turin —spent
Jast weekend trying to make enough deals with
enough politicians to secure enough support
tor the return to power of the Indian Congress
party, of which she is president, following the
collapse last month of the Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party's coalition government.

But Gandhi failed fo convince Indian Presi-
dent KR Narayanan that she has sufficient sup-
port to forman alternative government. Andso
India heads for its third election in three years.

Should Gandhi win the election, the Indian
Congress Party. and the Gandhi dynasty, will be
vestored to its historically habitual place. For all
put a few years since India gained independence
in 1947, the party, and the family, have been in
power. If she does end up meeting the president
in the negt weeks, Gandhi will become the fourth
member of her family to be prime minister.

But according to the Sonia Gandhi myth, it
will all be most unpleasant for her. After all,
this is a woman who for years refused desper-
ate requests to enter the political bearpit.

She is the woman who says she battled to
stop her husband, Rajiv Gandhi, becoming
prime minister, and when he did, fought to keep
her family out of public life. She is the woman
who, until recently, had communicated only
twice with journalists. She was for years

Eulfilling a destiny: Sonia Gandhi seems set to follow in the footsteps of her renowned
political family. PHOTOGRAPH: AP/SAURABH DAS

usually referred to, with amix of deference and
irritation, as “The Sphinx”.

Reasons for her reserve arenot hard to find.
1t 1984 Gandhi found her mother-in-law, Indira
Gandhi, then prime minister, bleeding to death
on the lawns of her house, peppered with the
hullets of her own bodyguards. Shortly befove,
her husband’s brother, Sanjay Gandhi, had died
in a flying accident. Then Rajiv Gandhi him-
self — elected prime minister on a wave of sym-
pathy —was Kkilled by a fernale suicide bomber
in Sriperumbudur in 1991.

And so, we are led to believe, this is a very
uch a case of greatness being thrust upon her.
1t certainly has not been sought, it seems. But is
it just too cynical, too irreverent, too unfair toa

woman who has lost so much to wonder, if, just.

perhaps, even fortune at its most outrageous can-
ot make an Indian prime minister out of abeau-
tiful but unremarkable girlfroma bourgeois Ital-
ian town unless she really rather wanted it to?

Most of what we know of Gandhi’s journey
from Orbassano to New Delhi has to be gleaned
from a picture book she wrote. It seems to
confirm her aversion to politics.

She met Rajiv Gandhiina restaurant in Cam-
bridge in 1965. She was 18 and studying English.
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It was love at first sight, apparently And when
she learned ahout his family = Jawaharlal
Nehrit, India’s first prime m inister; was a grand-
father, his mother was a government minister
— it meant little. “India existed somewhere in
the world with its snakes. elephants and jungles,
Dbut exactly whese it was Lwas not sure.”

o he couple married three years later and
E she arrived in India for the first time a
month before the wedding. Though they
obviously lived in a political environment, they
were not, we are told, political creatures. Rajiv
Gandhi was happy as an Air India pilot and
with his hobbies of photography and hi-fi. His
wife occasionally acted as a chaperone for
visiting foreign dignitaries and helped her
mother-in-law select her sumptuous saris. But
that was, we are told, as close to the levers of
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But when Sanjay Gandhi died, Indira Gand-
hi had no one else to turn to. The domestic idyll
was over. Rajiv Gandhi was pushed forward as
heir apparent and groomed for power.

Sonia Gandhi hated it. “For the first time in 15
years there was tension between [us),” she wrote.
“f fought like a tigress — for him, for us and our
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children, for the life we had made together ... T
was angry and resentful towards a system which
...demanded himasa sacrificial lamb.”

She was right. In 1989 Rajiv Gandhi lost a gen-
eral election largely because of the charge thathe
and Sonia Gandhi had received kickbacks worth
millions of dollarsona deal to buy artillery for
the Indian army. The affair is still murky In 1991,
back on the campaign trail. he was killed.

Within days the Indian Congress Party had
asked Sonia Gandhi to be its Jeader. She refused,
repeatedly, and retreated behind the hi gh walls
of 10 Janpath — her Delhi home. And the myth
of her aloofness began to grow. She gave almost
no interviews, refused public comumitments and
twrned away the pleas of senior party officials
who, trying to halt the accelerating decline of

-their once-great party, asked her to enter the po-

litical fray. She became “The Sphinx".

But she did ot return to Italy and remained.
despite her public indifference. in close touch
with all the major political operators. She re-
ceived them with glorious froidenr: but listened
nonetheless. Behind the facades of Janpath
there was some seriotis politicking going on.

Towards the end of 1997, Gandhi seemer| to
have judged the moment was vight. fFicctions
had been called for February 1908, After a pro-
tracted “will she, won't ahe™. she finally
cepted the Jeadership of the Indian Conypress
Party. Seasoned Indian journalists have de-
scribed her timing as “dlinically accurate”. The
party might have been in a bad way - viven
by factional splits and scen as comyacent and
corrupt — but now it was Ted by a Gandhi.

Her entrance electrified the campaiging. Pt
first speech may bave been woorden but she sot
better: Hwas almost as if che had heen infrnin
ingin private and mevely needod to got into her
stride. Speeches got punchiet. crawds largrr ny
tia coverage wider The Irjckbats hrted
foreignness, an alleged sympathy for Ch
her supposed corruption - - merely lefl opponeiis
Jooking shrill and bitter: The slur that she was
an “Italian whore” with no relevance fo hdiz
and its traditions looked cheap, and vicious.

Though she failed to win at last year's elec
tion, the initiative has remained hers. Now.
with the collapse of the unstable Bharativa
Janata Party government, it 1ooks like her time
has come. Her Gandhi destiny is to be fullfilled.

Watching Gandhi and the route she has
taken since she left the small town near Turin
34 years ago, you cannot help feeling that she
has understood all that for a long time. Gand-
hi may have been the plaything of the Fates.
but she is not entirely their victim.
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Drawing ‘a sad mistake’

Slur on
Gandhi
was not
meant,
says Ela

By Janette Bennett

AMID the storm created by the Heart Foundation’s
widely-criticised “denigration” of Mahatma_Gandhi,
his granddaughter, Ela Ramgobin, has forgiven the
foundation for what she described as “a sad mistake”.
In true Gandhian spirit, Mrs Ramgobin said she was
certain the Heart Foundation had not been aware they
might be seen to be insulting the Mahatma. However,

_she pointed out that if one took Gandhi’s lifestyle and

temperament as a lesson, one would certainly be pro-
tected from heart disease.

The booklet, entitled Who cares if you have a
heart attack?, contains drawings which resemble
Gandhi as a devil with horns and a tail, and as a saint
with a halo. It has evoked condemnation here and
overseas.

Mrs Ramgobin said she would be “quite happy” if
the Foundation changed the picture or removed the
offensive page. “It is not really necessary to withdraw
the whole booklet, which was obviously produced at
great cost. On the whole, there is nothing else wrong
with the booklet.

“Perhaps the artist thought this was a nice picture
depicting the Indian dress, and did not realise who it
was. I feel sorry for people who make mistakes,” she
added.

Meanwhile the National Hindu Development Trust
has urged State President PW Botha to stop the distri-
bution of the booklet until the “insensitive and offen-
sive” portrayal of Gandhi is removed. ]

"However, the Foundation’s national director, Rika
de Ruiter, said the withdrawal of the booklet was not
being considered: “If we do that, we will be criticised
by another section of the population for wasting
money.

“We have printed 5 000 copies at great expense.

“All T can say is that we are extremely sorry we
have disturbed people we were trying to help. People
are upset, and with good reason, but I sincerely hope
they still read the booklet for the information it con-
tains,” she said. )

Trust chairman Ram Maharaj has sent urgent let-
ters to President Botha, Foreign Affairs Minister Pik
Botha, Health Minister Dr Willie van Niekerk and the
Publications Control Board.

He said the “unfortunate choice” of illustration for
information about low and high density cholesterol
could have international repercussions and project a
negative image of South Africa “during a phase when
our country is endeavouring to become a proud com-
ponent of the wider international comumunity”.

Mr Maharaj pointed out that in India Gandhi was
regarded as the father of the nation. His depiction as
the devil “may be construed as a patent insult to and
unbridled denigration of the entire Indian nation”.

He said the last Indian viceroy, Lord Louis Mount-
batten, declared that Gandhi would go down in history
on a par with Buddha and Jesus Christ. Physicist Al-
bert Einstein had said future generations would
“scarcely believe that one such as this, in flesh and
blood, ever walked upon the earth”. And American
General C Marshall described him as the “spokesman
for the conscience of all mankind”.

See Page 9
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Father of the nation

who failed as father

MAHATMA Gandhi
commands the world
stage as one of the
areat figures in histo-
ry. And. as Father of
the Nation who led

‘India out of thraldom

under the British Raj

.he became a tragic
‘hero at the hand of
" an assassin.

Now, S0 years after
his death. he takes cen-
tre stage in a play that
turns the spotlight on

" his role as a family
" man.

The play by Ajit
Dalvi, is at the

_ Playhouse and comes
' to our shores from

India were it has raised
some controversy. but
no overt objections.

In parts it is certainly
not complimentary but
neither is it is overly

v critical.

Its evocative titie,

¢ Mahatma vs Gandhi is
* suggestive of conflict

=

-

that occurs between
father. already on his
determined first steps
to greamess. and son.
eager to make his mark
but denied of opportu-
nity to do so.

CHALLENGES

The clash of wills is
the crux of Dalvi’s
work which makes for
an absorbing delin-
eation of an extraordi-
nary personality; a
non-violent revolution-
ary who brought an
empire to its knees, yet
failed to meet the chal-
lenges posed by his
eager and increasingly
rebellious, if errant
son, Harilal.

Trapped within their
struggle is the dutiful
and caring  wife
Kasturba, whose cajol-
ing and admonishing in
an attempt to heal the
breach, cuts a pitiful
figure as the gap
between father and son
widens with increasing
animosity that even the
evident  underlying
love between both fails
1o allay.

Director Feroz Khan.
noted for his cinematic
efforts, has a meaty
role as Harilal and he
sinks his teeth into it
with passion.

Hic rhetoric and emo-

Boman Irani as the Mahatma and Jayati
Bhatla in a scene from Mahatma vs Gandhi.

tional outbursts offer a
telling counter to the
measured  reasoning
advanced by the eider
Gandhi, played with
firmness by Boman
frani.

Jayati Bhatla does
well in a plaintive role
that calls for quiet con-
trol against the verbal
exchanges in which
she is caught up. and
yet makes her own
impact.

NARRATIVE

The acting of the
principal  characters
account to a great
extent for the impact of
the play which, per-
haps of necessity for
providing background
or a traditional theatri-
cal style. has aspects of
being narrative in
nature.

This together with its
length, tends to detract
from the drama of the
confrontation between
the protagonists.

The bare, one stage
setting is adequate for
the limited demands of
the production, but
there were instances
where lighting and
backs to the audience
situations could have
been improved.

All in all, however,

the play makes a valu-
able contribution to the -
understanding -of the
Mahatma’s life and
role in history.

The facts of his per-
sonal life and views are
well documented. but
little known,

EXPOSURE

With some of his pub-
lic standpoints, which
have been regarded
with disdain or even
quirky. there needed to
be greater exposure of
them, which the piay
does admirably.

Among the discon-
certing aspects that it
poses is  whether
Gandhi sacrificed his
family at the expense
of the greater struggle
he was involved with.

He looked beyond his
family with dire conse-
quences, but in stand-
ing firm, he is person-
ally vindicated while.
in the end. his son for
his lack of determina--
tion ends up on the
scrapheap of humanity.

But would it have
been so had the Great
Soul found it within
himself to exercise as
much as an ounce of
charity?

-SB
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By Juggie
Naran

THE announceme-
nt that Indian acad-
emic,  Amaratya
Sen, has been awar-
ded the 1998 Nobel

Peace Prize for
economics reignit-
ed the long-stand-
ing  controversy
over why Mahatma
Gandhi was never
50 honoured.

Dasrath Bundhoo of
the Pietermaritzburg-
based Gandhi Memo-
rial Committee re-
called how he had in
October 1991 nomi-
nated Gandhi's name
for a posthumous
Nobel Peace Prize. -

In  reply.  Gier
Lundestad of the
Norwegian Nobel in-
stitute said, “Unfort-
unately you are right
indeed that Gandhi's
name does not appear
on the list of Nobel
peace laureates.

“The statutes do not
permit a posthumous
prize. so there would
be no purpose in
nominating  Gandhi
for the 1992 or 1993
prize.

“As you know sev-
eral laureates have
been inspired by
Gandhi’s ideas exam-
ples being Martin
Luther  King. the
Dalai Lama. Aug San
Sun Kyi.” ...

And according to
reports one of South
Africa’s and India’s
most revered figures
is said to have had
three nominations for
the Peace Prize. but
each time the award
went to people and
organisations of
European stock.

PRO-ANGLO

Newly-unearthed
documents obtained
from the Nobel In-
stitute  in Oslo.
Norway show that
Gandhiji was noni-
nated for the Peace
Prize in 1937. 1947
and 194R.

But. say historians,
the five-judge Nobel
panel  “was  pro-

(To page 2)
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|+ Gandhi denied Nobel

British and had a patronising attitude to candi-
dates from the developing world.

“Violence between India and Pakistan in the
wake of partition may also have played a part in
dissuading the jury from awarding the prize to
Gandhiji. ‘

‘According to Lundestad, “If 1 were to guess.
one factor which made it difficult to give the
prize to Gandhi was the very strong British ori-
entation in Norway’s foreign policy.

Helge Pharo, Oslo University history profes-
sor concurred. “The view of Britain as protector
of Norway was very strong. Running through
the Norwegian political elite was a very patron-
ising attitude to people from the Third World.

“Even if you couldn’t call them attitudes of
racial superiority, they were still living in a
white man’s world.”

Speaking to The Leader this week. Bundhoo
said, “It has been a long-held dream of mine to
have Gandhiji’s name added to the Nobel laure-
ates.

“All my attempts have been in vain thus far,
but now at least 1 have some respite that the
nomination was made and that because of poli-
tics he was denied an honour which he epito-
mised.”
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LOWERS SHOCKED BY HEART FOUNDATION DRAWING OF ‘APOSTLE OF PEAC[

Gandhi’ shown as
a devil with horns

tevil” drawing warns about high
holesterol; “Good Gandhi” is the
healthy one.
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* By YOGIN DEVAN

THE portrayal of Mahatma Gandhi — revered by millions
the world over as an “Apostle of Peace” — as a “devil” in a
new booklet has brought cries of horror from many who
follow his teachings.

A drawing in an educational booklet produced by the Heart Foun-
dation of South Africa closely resembles a famous portrait of Gandhi
— but with horns and the tail of the devil.

When people who revere Gandhi were shown the drawing, they
immediately said they recognised it as a likeness of Gandhi and were
offended that the image of the Indian leader — world renowned for his
doctrine of passive resistance — had been “desecrated”.

“This'is scandalous. For whatever reason the Heart Foundation may
have done that, it is in very bad taste,” said Mr Mewa Ramgobin,

grandson-in-law of Gandhi and trustee of the Phoenix Settlement near

Durban which was founded by Gandhi.

Durban sociologist Professor Fatima
Meer said she accepted that the inten-
tion of the heart:foundation was to in-
form people about better health,

“But the manner in which they have
exploited Gandhi is indefensible,” she
said.

However, the heart foundation has
distanced itself from any claims that
the drawings were copied from a por-
trait of Gandhi.

Mrs Rika de Ruiter, national director
of the foundation said: “That drawing is
not one of Gandhi.

“People are deducing there is a simi-
larity because we are looking at a gar-

| ment similar to that
worn by hundreds of
thousands of people in
India.

“Why would we ever
want to use a drawing of
Gandhi in a medical
booklet?.

“In any case, [ dont
believe Gandhi had high
cholesterol or a heart at-

most of the time," said
Mrs De Ruiter.

The offending drawing
appears in a booklet just
published by the heart
foundation as part of its
nationwide programme
to promote public aware-
ness of the danger of high
cholesterot levels.

The drawing consid-
ered to be like Gandhi
posing as a devil accom-
panies text dealing with
low-density lipoproteins
which, it is stated, are
“bad cholesterol because
they contain a high level
of cholesterat”.

Another drawing which
has becn likened to one of
Gandhi as a saint, com-
plete with halo, is used to
itlustrate the benefits of
high-density lipoproteins
“which help the body get
rid of excess cholester-
ol”.

Mr Ramgobin said
that while he was satis-
fied that no malice was
intended, the drawings
were, nonetheless, in “ex-
tremely poor taste”.

Durban city councitlor,
Mrs Margaret Ambler,
who is also a director of
the heart foundation, said
she was “absolutely cer-
tain the authors meant no
harm when they chose to
use the drawings”
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GANDHI O THE TAMILS IN SOUTH AFRICA

-+ Compiled by Mr E.S. Re

P
WRITING IN INDIAN O NION ON FEBRUARY 6, 1909, ON THE PROGRESS OF
THE SATYAGRAHA, ﬁDHIJl SAID:

“The Tamils have s%trﬁéssed all expectations. All their leaders are now in Gaol.
Now-a-days, imptis g'm_degt_ is not merely for a week, but for three months,
and it is not simpfgybyt rigorous. Unbounded is the courage of those indians
who have gone‘ifiGaot,undeterred by ‘stith sentencss”. (From Gujarati)

f gk Page 185.

n af®ie in ngiai  199g)20n “My
Gandhiji wivte:™ .2 - j"

ualthe performance of the Tamils in¥nis fight. 1t
i hbulq_ read Tamikwitieclose attention, if for

Accordingly, the las
more | learn it the J

c_ﬁ:re and” ViJizt | have read
iggand still produce, a 18rge number of

intetligent, thoughtfd ' ar, since India is going to be one

country, some India
Works, Volume 9, pp.

borne the burnt of the struggle. The targest wmber of deat
resistance had taken had been from the Ta 1l community:
maening gone to the cemetery to perform the unve“ing ceremo
ﬁ the two memorials to a dear sister and brothier. Both of-
N mils, There was Narayansamy whose bones Iay\u*. Delag

Extracts from collected works of Mahatma Gandhi

ddy - Senior Fellow of the United Nations Institute for Training and Ree-

been a Tamil. The deportees had been Tamils. The last to-fight and come out
of gaol had been Tamils. Those who were ruined hawkers were all Tamils.
The maijority of the passive resisters at Toistoy Farm had been Tamils. On
every side, Tamils had shown themselves to be the most typical of the best

traditions of India, and by saying that he was not exaggerating in the slightest
degree”.

Their faith, the abundant faith in God, in Truth, that the Tamils had shown had
been one of the most sustaining forces throughout those fong drawn years.
The majority of women to go to gaol were Tamils. The sisters who defied the
authorities to arrest them had gone from door to door, from barracks at

Newcastle, to ask the men to lay down their tools and strike work - who were
they?

“Again, Tamil sisters. Who marched among the women? Tamils of course. Who
lived on a pound ioaf of bread and an ounce of sugar? The majority were
Tamils; though there he must give their due also to those of their countrymen
who were called Calcutta men. In that last struggle they also responded nobly,
but he was not able to say quite so nobly as the Tamils; but they had certainly
come out almost as weil as the Tamils had, but the Tamils had sustained the
struggle for the last eight years and had shown of what stuf they were made
from the very beginning. Here in Johannesburg they were a handful and yet,
even numericaily, they would show he thought the largest number who had
gone to gaol again and again; also if they had wanted imprisonment wholesale,

it came from the Tamils. So that he felt when he came 1o a Tamil meeting that
he came to biood-relations.

“Gandhiji gave an interview, during a visit to Rangoon on March 22,1915, 10
a Tamil correspondent. “He started by saying he could quote chapter and verse
for the good wark performed by them in South Africa. They were of the greatest
help to him during the passive resistance struggle. All the Indian communities
were of very great help to him, but especially the Tamil Comimunity. It was
considered a shame among them for one man not to have gone to jail at least
once for the common cause. That was rot true of any other community, but
that entirely true of the Tamil. When he first met them, he learned to admire

them. Even afterwards he found them better aﬁd t;'qner. He said: ‘| consider
| have more in common with the Tamil community the’ﬁvith any other'”. The
Hindu, March 30, 1915; Coflected Works, Volume 13, pp"f_%

Y L\ <

Speaking at a pubiic reception in Madras on Al it 21 9],5, Gandhiji said:
it %&

“It was the Madrassees who of;;ali indians v;lere‘ Single
Divinity that rules over us for this great work {on be
Africa). “Do you know tha in the great city of J ur|

v,

ut by the great
S in South
d among

the Magdgassees \iaPany Madrassee is con: ifFe has not
passedh) ' By TPortwice during th that your
coun i TARIGR.Want through during |

Meam? “You
I ot accept that
ho kept me to the
fice, by their great

have said trft | inspired these great men and wo

Writing in his autobfdﬂﬁiﬁy aboyg
Ashram” in Ahmedabad on M

H our party. Five Tamil
HRAfric d the rest came from
all about fwenty five men and women.

The story of MEExperiments with Truth, Patt v, Chapter IX.

"| still feel wifat's handicap this igno dnce of Tamil or Telugu has been. The

affection th_é Dravidians in Sopth Africa showered on me has remained
a cherished fpemory. Wheneverd”see a Tamil or Telugu friend, | cannot but
sel

recall the f perseverance 2 fless sacrifice of many of his compatriots
in South Afrig /

Inserted by the South African Tamil Federa
/ Box 54, Db :
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DOCTORS FEAR FATAL

Prison"D;sogs«‘clqseq to
b - Visitors

]
I

: EVVEN}S«ON Nor

G T R NSO A Sunday.
ANDHI s ggil inflexibly resolved
U to begin his 21 days' fast. as
7 -10on to-morramw and is employing
Jlisrwaekly:dk\y of silence; which began
at noou to.day iy making final prepar.
atiens - fop warking : off corvespondence,

Ab the Mabatma'y request the doors
of Feravila gacl, whero he . imprison-
Ehare Tigldly closed | to “visttors, and

- MAHATMA  GANDHI,

T o o T S

even” Gudhi's® son Wevadas,” v ne
louger with his (aiher, - ; s
P Gandhl iy expedteq to be relénsed
Cwithin s 24 hours, bot it has not o veg
i b{aen Jecided where he will live «_lm'z’ng
Chiy fast, His wil] 1o livd s said Lo
< be strong, hut phe doctors fear that dhe !
a,’frast- may ‘prove fatal~Renter, ° . .t
f o Gadni’ recently aunotnced © frow
“Yeravda gaol that he wenld begin® ope:
‘May 8 a9y dags? unconditiong] and.
irrovacable fast’ in connection with
the cempaign for the  removal of Ul-
touchahilipy. . n Rl s
Competent ohservers inrr;rpl‘g.t Gand.
hi's " decision to ' last as an expression
ol dissatistaction - with fhe Jrogresy’
of the offerts of high caste’ Hindus 4o
‘mmovo‘11ntm1c-hahi1it;v. He i« not yot
coufident” that high casto Hindus 310
Keeping faith, ' .~ . =GR
2 Gandhi said tosa Reuter represents..
tive i I do not desire “to. dia T want
o live! for - the cavse L though 1 am,
{egually prepared to dig for it. ~Toawant,
| Worlers ot unassailable purity, Slhock.”
g cases of impurjty’ h:x*ro»r'mnp to upy
J'noti’mx T would Tike the fasy th be on -
“urgent’ appeal to-suel people:-to- foave
“the cause alone My fast 1.0 provegy
'bf - self-purificgtion. cantd “not” g deep
* politiea) game, HE Lm0 e
Those ‘whe * witnesgad b
‘September. feqp s that the 1}
Pt whicly Gamdhi. is ey
ing,‘wiﬂ‘mwn“cevta‘in death, srhile car.
tuin.of - hig caMpaignert express  dis..
i leartenment i ay they’ tave only heen

(el e by
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pemarkably . straight * balk 110 the |
“Hindu section of the Iudian community”
Swas®given by Mr. "
ratien i of ‘the birthday
¢ Gundhi, St )
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I ahdience when he: declared ¥ in Fefect
- thiat -, Hindus® should: enulate  rather
thap preach the exampls’of Makiagma
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“Rastri at“the cele- |

whote or humanity together, and shatv
is true: -religiogs - love,; ~belief s in
omnipotent. power and i ed. purity
| of character, b g, b Lh. 5 P
L 4TE in these

“tmatters you follow him,

 then . surely you (ave: entitled to ‘come’

| together on 'this - day  and:speak. his]
praises,” but if'in these respects you:
depart -and act 'on vour gonvictions as
heretofore then I submit you are’ Say- .
ing by mouth what you co nob ‘believe,

3 .

of W,h‘)sj?_ life"he fa

N uld be < failing v my duty,”
tsaids M,y Basted, IE JTadid - pot. avall
myself of this oecasion to impress upon
‘you the lesson of Mahatma's Life. You
“Inay. think I:am iaking undue advan-
“tags of ‘my presence here among you,
that I am3 trayelling beyond - the
-bounds “of ;hospitality, ‘but. Lo will i say
i this: that everyone:of you who hangs
Uhis-head: low, who clases his eyes, in
‘apparent ‘devotion“and speaks loudly
of. Mahatma fust nt the same fime
say ‘T will strive to beilike him.® "
S35 you merely -came this afternoon
4o shout tong: life to Mahatma and go
home to live. your: lives ‘in .the samie
old way you need moticome here at all.
- GIVEN “:'«UP”*EVEWRYTHING. =

While ¥ has given up evéryshing

I
1
j

anet

Fwhile he -lives salely for” others: and
‘recks: not..of his own'you are living
Centirely. for ' yourselves - and @ your
“families, avhilo he'examines. carefully
Hand as often’as he finds even a small
btaw in his charaster lacerates hia flesh,
retires,” fasts -and | performs  penance,
“voy ave doing wrong things knowingly:
D atid are resolved ‘to do them aggin.- te-
<morrow. provided:only you will nob be
emugl, o T e s
" «Mahatma, he has’striped Limself
 hare, reduced  his' wants - to .nothing,
i lives solely for you, and yet when we
i do wrong we want him to help us out.

his wartd you are trying to grasp; /| -

‘in your ‘hearts. - SRR L
4T have spoken’ just’ as: Mabatma,
| would have if he were here, . 1-known’
thab many of you may mobt’ lke it}
“that some " of you think ;:bat’ I:have'
|~abuseﬂ ~your,  hospitality *, and *-even,
“resent it ns an affront. That does.not.
| concern | me. For & moment T am->
“spesking  to a" community ’ which® 1’

gaveral days’ | X
{Tand,; separated by €
separate you from r
fhe old - worlds, in Swhich: Jous Wwere -
and it will not be: amiss,
hwever -unpleasant, if T solemnly ask’
as ho would live, to behave:
1d behave and’ tol condue
ccording to the prineiples ™ =
ed - with g .

verything that can
“the* traditions ; of

i brought. up,’

fyou to live
jas he'wou
vourselves "a
Which© are . associab
Cpapteds ol g

INDIAN P_OLI,T_I.,S,Q’ v
~Indian . politics, emphosised
T am practically apposed:
“Home of you:may fhinl
} ay. to the Indian Swara
[’buu,it appenrs to me be points:awa
' from ik, There are many. things  in
| vegard ‘ to which I " differ from him
I Nevertheless T am“a great - admirer of
! Jiis character, for it seems fo.mMe thegp
Yihat is much greater than his pql‘tltn;gr
 views, His views may’ be ‘mistake
phut - there is’, 0o mis‘ta]ngi?i
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. In doing-wrang we appeal to. Tiir tand
" Wis: pame and say, ‘Oh Mahatma did”

{32 know ;
- Eanction. what : we! seek “to>gather by
; the reputation of his name. ol

' 'NOT DECEIVED, .

Now, members of the Pa

o 6
Cyou that there is a. great deal in the

he ma

this - without ~ the: tlightest  fear ‘that
vou are not his trug followers 50 long

hig “example severely alane. s =l

% UHa who . follows “his chara
rejects . his, opinion like " me . 18 "more

ving hig

e atidar com-
Vmunity; you cannot deceive me, whom='
soever you may.deceive by the ‘Joud-
: ness of your landations: of Mahatma. i
| Having got you here to-day let me tell-
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purity of - life Jand conduct ryou loave

owing full wall that he would not:

way-in which you live-here: that. Te-"
quires serious amending before it can
! de to please him. and, therefove;
‘white! vous may: proslaim  your adher-
‘ence ,to Mahatmu's tenets I will way.

cter and:
" naar to him and of eleser kindred than,

. samrie of you wha ave loud in proclaime
day. | Your relationship to hun.
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MAHATMA GANDHI AND JOHN DUBE"

The historic relationship between the national movements of India and South Africa goes back to the
early years of this century when Mahatma Gandhi and the Reverend John Langalibalele Dube, who
was to become the first President-General of the African National Congress, developed friendship and
mutual respect. - S -

The early lives of Gandhiji and Dube were largely parallel. Gandhiji was born in 1869 and Dube in
A971. Gandhiji studied in Britain from 1888 to 1891 and Dube in the United States from 1887 to
1892 Dube returned to South Africa in 1892 and was employed as a teacher for Several years;
Gandhiji went to South Africa in 1893 and stayed on for 21 years as a barrister and public worker.

Dube was very much influenced by Booker T. Washington, the conservative Black leader in the
United States who stressed self-help and vocational education for the Blacks. Overcoming great
difficulties, he established, in 1901, an Tndustrial School at Ohlange, modelled after the Tuskegee
Institute of Dr. Washington. T —

Gandhiji too greatly admired Dr. Booker T. Washington and his educational methods. In 1904, he
bought about a hundred acres of land in Phoenix, about a mile or two from Ohlange, and established a
settlement dedicated to simple livm-Ep a school for Indian children which stressed manual
work as much as the three R's.

Both men were involved in public work for their communities. Gandhiji founded the Natal Indian
Congress in 1894; Dube helped found the(Natal ﬁaﬁ\'@'mandlﬁji began publishing
Indian Opinion - a weekly in English, Gujarati, Hindi and Tamil - in June 1903. Dube launched the
llange lase Natal, an African weekly in English and Zulu, in the same year; it was printed in the same
press as Indian Opinion until Dube acquired a press for the Ohlange Institute.

We do not know when Gandhiji and Dube became acquainted. But in August 1905 they met at the
residence of Marshall Campbell at Mount Edgecombe when the latter hosted a reception for delegates
of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, which had held its annual meeting in
South Africa. Gandhiji was impressed by Dube's speech on that occasion.

Dube told the gathering that to deprive the Africans of their land and rights in Natal, the land of their
birth, was like banishing them from their home. Without the Africans, he said, the whites could not
carry on for a moment. It was unfair to burden them with taxes. Members of the British delegation
were moved to subscribe and present 60 pounds on the spot to Dube for his school.

Gandhiji, writing about this meeting in Indian Opinion (September 2, 1905), said that Dube was an
African "of whom one should know."

There was frequent social contact between the inmates of the Phoenix Settlement and the Ohlange
Institute, as well as the mission at Inanda. Zulus and whites used to attend Gandhiji's prayer meetings
at Phoenix. He was often seen playing with Indian and Zulu children.

The Bambata rebellion of 1906 was a time of trial for both Gandhiji and Dube.

Two white police officers were killed l;y Africans in February 1906, near Richmond, during the unrest
following the imposition of a poll tax on all adult African males in Natal. The government declared
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martial law and sent its militia to crush African resistance. Chief Bambata and his followers carried on
guerilla warfare for more than a year but were brutally suppressed. Almost four thousand Africans
were killed and thousands were sentenced to whipping.

Gandhiji did not realise the scale of resistance and the strong feeling among the Zulus. He felt that
Indians, who were seeking rights as citizens of the Empire, should shoulder their responsibilities to
the government. He led a small stretcher-bearer corps which nursed the wounded Zulus whom the

whites despised and left to suffer. ——

Gandhiji's family and friends were worried when he was in the field for a few weeks with the corps.
The Phoenix settlement was in a Zulu area and the Zulus could have easily attacked it. But, happily,
Gandhiji did not lose the friendship of the Zulus: "he became known as a well-wisher of the Zulus
who became friends of the Phoenix Settlement..." (Prabhudas Gandhi, My Childhood with Gandhi,

1957, page 42).

There was some criticism of Gandhiji in the small African press, because of his services during the
Bambata rebellion, but this was forgotten when the Indians launched passive resistance later in the
year, under his leadership, against the Transvaal Asiatic Ordinance.

Gandhiji was for many years reluctant to speak about his traumatic experience during the rebellion,
but it had a great influence on his thinking. It helps explain his defiance of the Transvaal Ordinance,
as well as his insistence on strict non-violence by the passive resisters.

Dube, for his part, came under attack by the whites for denouncing the military action against the
Zulus. He was summoned before the Governor and given a reprimand. He then expressed regret and

wrote: WA‘OLWL\;@@MM‘

"There are gn'evanées to be dealt with, but I can fully realise that at a time like this we
should all refrain from discussing them, and assist the government to suppress the
rebellion." (Quoted by Andre Odendaal in Vukani Bantu, 1984, p. 70).

He probably feared that, in the tense atmosphere at the time, he might lose all white financial
assistance for the Ohlange Institute.

As the Boers and Britons agreed to form a Union of South Africa, with a colour bar, Gandhiji
supported the Africans in their opposition to self-government under white rule. Indian Opinion wrote
in an editorial on August 1, 1908: "Our sympathies go out to our oppressed fellow subjects who are
made to suffer for the same cause that we suffer, viz., our slight pigment of skin."

In 1909, when discussions were held in London on the proposed Act of the Union, the African and
Coloured organisations sent a delegation to lobby against the Act. Dube assisted the delegation though
he declined membership for fear of retaliation by the whites against his educational enterprises.
Gandhiji and Hajee Habib were then in London, on behalf of the Transvaal Indians, to make
representations on discriminatory measures against the Indians.

Gandhiji felt that while indigenous African and Coloured groups could demand full equality, Indians
were a small community of recent settlers who should concentrate at that stage on their civil rights,
rather than political rights. But his sympathies were clear. Indian Opinion had written on February 13,
1909, that the draft Act amounted to a declaration of war against the black population.
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While the African organisations continued with protests, petitions and deputations - and the formation
of a national body, the South African Native National Congress (later renamed the African National
Congress) on January 8, 1912, with Dube as its first President - the Indian people continued with
direct action.

Gopal Krishna Gokhale, the highly respected leader of the Indian national movement, visited South
Africa in October-November 1912, at the invitation of Gandhiji, to meet the Indian community and
the Government, and try to promote a settlement. Gandhiji, acting as his secretary, arranged for him to
visit the Ohlange Institute on November 11, 1912, to meet John L)J.Lbﬁj.ﬂd\&%S the "Native
question”. He received a warm reception from the staff and students at the school.

On September 16, 1913, Gandhiji launched national mass resistance by the Indians and invited
women and workers to join. Sixteen satyagrahis, including Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi and three other
women, left Phoenix for the Transvaal to defy the immigration law restricting inter-provincial
movement by Indians.

Then followed a general strike of tens of thousands of Indian workers - in the mines, plantations and
municipalities - with hardly any formal organisation. The workers were inspired, above all, by the
example of Gandhiji, his family and his colleagues. They said: "When the King (Gandhiji) and the
Queen (Kasturba) and their children were imprisoned by the government for demanding justice for the
workers, how can we continue to work?"

Unable to break the strike, the army and police, and the employers, resorted to utmost brutality -
assaults even on women, solitary confinement, flogging, shooting of demonstrators, etc., - but though
Gandhiji and other leaders were in prison, the workers stood firm and disciplined.

Dube followed the Indian struggle with great interest, though he could not conceive of such direct
action by the Africans at the time.

Early in 1914, the Reverend W. W. Pearson, who had come from India to investigate the condition of
Indian workers, visited Dube at the Ohlange Institute to enquire about the position of the Africans. We
are indebted to Raochandbhai M. Patel, an inmate of the Phoenix Settlement who accompanied
Pearson, for an account of the conversation which has been little known as it was published only in
1939 in a Gujarati book in India, Gandhijini Sadhana.

Dube explained to Pearson that the status of the Zulus was even worse than that of Indians. "The
white man even doubts if we belong to the human race.”

Asked why the Africans did not fight for their birthrights as the Indians did, Dube replied:

"Yes, Mr. Pearson, ] understand what you say. I have thought over it a lot. I have studied
in depth the struggle fought by the Indians under the leadership of Gandhi. And after
being an eye witness to the struggle, instead of taking the Indian workers as uncivilised
and treating them disdainfully, I have acquired a sense of respect for all the Indians.

"Mr. Pearson, we cannot emulate the Indians. We do not possess that divine power. I have
been wonder-struck to see their work with my own eyes."

Then he gave a moving eye-witness account of the heroism of the Indian workers:
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"The satyagraha struggle was going on. During that period one day I was coming from
Durban. I alighted at Phoenix Station. At a little distance from that station there is an
open square. There, about five hundred Indians were sitting together in a group. They had
come there after going on a strike in their factory. They were surrounded from all sides by
the white managers, their staff and white police. I tarried there for half an hour to see
what would happen. Whiplashes began to descend on the backs of the Indians sitting
there, in quick rapidity, without stop. The whites beat them with sticks and said, 'Get up,
do your work. Will you go for duty or not?" But nobody rose. They sat, quite motionless.
They would reply calmly, "'We will not report for duty, so long as Gandhi Raja is in jail.”
When whips and sticks failed, gun butts came to be used. The whites now began to beat
ladies and children also, along with the men. Some screamed, but none would budge. At
last mounted police arrived and horses were made to run over them. 'Get up, otherwise
you would be crushed,’ they warned. The horses made their way through the legs and
backs of some persons. Their skin was torn; the horses' feet caused wounds; they
continued to bleed and groaned with pain, but did not move.

"Meanwhile the police brought there an Indian foreman. He was regarded as their leader.
He gave bold replies. In reward to his fearless replies, cruelties began to be inflicted upon
him. The spectacle of this torture made me shiver.

"Just then a police officer ordered the policemen belonging to my community, ‘Spear this
man. Don't just stand and stare. All this is due to this wicked man.” Those policemen
immediately complied with the orders and pierced that leader of the workers with a spear.
This inflamed the workers somewhat and taking that as an excuse, police opened fire,
killing one or two persons. The 'leader” breathed his last. Others were injured. But no one
moved from the place where they were sitting.

"Trembling at the cruelty of those white men that I had witnessed and amazed at the
Himalayan firmness of the Indians, I walked away..."

Dube continued:

"But Mr. Pearson, we will be totally ruined if I ask my people to follow this path.
Howsoever illiterate, ignorant, uncultured and wild the Indian workers may be, in their
veins there runs the blood which is invigorated with the glory of the ancient culture of the
Indians. After getting such a leader as Gandhi that culture has found a renewal. Their
original divine power manifested itself again and they could display extraordinary
endurance. If our Natives come in their place, nobody can control their violent nature. For
their safety they would certainly retaliate. The white men of this place require only this
much. If any brother of mine kills a white man after being excited, it would precipitate a
great disaster upon us. Thousands of brothers of mine would be put to death in no time
and we would be totally ruined. We do not possess so much prowess also to wage a
satyagraha struggle. Only the strength of the Indians can endure it."

While, as an Indian, I greatly appreciate the handsome tribute paid by Dube to Indian workers and to
Gandhiji, I feel that he was perhaps very much influenced by the frustration following the Bambata
rebellion. For, at that very time, African women in the Orange Free State were carrying on an effective
non-violent resistance movement against the pass laws.

Dube was certainly right in his assumption that white public opinion at the time would have been
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hardly outraged by violence and savagery against Africans. The success of the Indian movement
depended partly on patient efforts by Gandhiji to develop understanding and support for the cause of
the Indian community - among whites in South Africa, as well as in India and Britain. The violence
against Indian women and workers in 1913 so outraged opinion in India that the Indian and British
Governments had to intervene and prevail on the South African regime to bend and compromise.

What was most lacking on the African side was perhaps the type of leadership which Gandhiji gave to
the Indian people - a leadership by example of courage, perseverance and sacrifice. It took time for the
Africans to develop such a leadership and launch the Defiance Campaign in 1952. That campaign put
an end to the myth that the African people were too "uncivilised" to follow the example of the
"civilised" Indians. It also helped promote a powerful international movement of solidarity with all the
oppressed people of South Africa.

In the long and difficult struggle since then, in cooperation with Indians and others, the African people
and their leaders won the admiration of India and the world.

1.Published in Hindustan Times. New Delhi, January 26, 1992; and The Leader, Durban, June 5, 1992
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Karunananda Chetty - Ghandhism - A Good read - Deena
M

From: aneed4life <aneed4life@vodamail.co.za>
Date: 3/7/2007 6:41 PM
Subject: Ghandhism - A Good read - Deena

Dr. Arun Gandhi, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi and founder of

the
M.K.Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence, in his June 9 lecture at

i’]siversity of Puerto Rico shared the following story:

I was 16 years old and living with my parents at the
institute my grandfather had founded 18 miles
outside of Durban, South Africa, in the middle of
the sugar plantations. We were deep in the country
and had no neighbors, so my two sisters and [
would always look forward to going to town to visit
friends or go to the mouies.

One day, my father asked me to drive him to town
for an all-day conference, and I jumped at the
chance. Since I was going to town, my mother gave
me a list of groceries she needed and, since | had all
day in town, my father asked me to take care of
several pending chores, such as getting the car
serviced.
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When! I dropped my father off that morning, he
said,

"] will meet you here at 5:00 p.m., and we will go
home together."

After hurriedly completing my chores, I went
straight to the nearest movie theatre. I got so
engrossed in a John Wayne double-feature that I
forgot the time. It was 5:30 before I remembered. By
the time I ran to the garage and got the car and
hurried to where my father was waiting for me, it
was almost 6:00 .

He anxiously asked me, "Why were you late?"

I was so ashamed of telling him I was watching a
John! Wayne western movie that I said, " The car
wasn't ready, so I had to wait," not realizing that
he had already called the garage. When he caught
me in the lie, he said: "There's something wrong
in the way I brought you up that didn't give
you the confidence to tell me the truth. In order
to figure out where I went wrong with you, I'm
going to walk home 18 miles and think about !
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it." So, dressed in his suit and dress shoes, he
began to walk home in the dark on mostly unpaved,
unlit roads.

I couldn't leave him, so for five-and-a-half hours I
drove behind him, watching my father go through
this agony for a stupid lie that I uttered. I decided
then and there that I was never going to lie again.

I often think about that episode and wonder, if he
had punished me the way we punish our children,
whether 1 would have learned a lesson at all. I don't
think so. I would have suffered the punishment and
gone on doing the same thing. But this single
non-violent action was so powerful that it is
still as if it happened yesterday. That is the
power of non-violence.
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includes numerous other principles. This Truthis
not only truthfulness in word, but truthfulness in
thought also, and not only the relative truth of our
conception but the Absolute Truth, the Eternal
Principal, that is God.

The seeker after Truth should be humbler than
the dust. Only then, and not till then, will he have
a glimpse of Truth.

Truth is like a vast tree, which yields more fruit
the more you nuture it. The deeper the search in
the mine of truth the richer the discovery of the
gems buriedthere, inthe shape of openings for an
even greater variety of service. In the march
towards Truth, anger, selfishness, hatred, etc.
naturally give way, for otherwise Truth would be
impossible to attain. A successful search for
Truth means complete deliverance from the dual
throng such as of love and hate, happiness and

misery." M. K., Gandhi
Issued by the HINDU STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (UDW) in
commemoration of GANDHI WEEK -21/06/93 - 25/06/93
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Of all names of God, Aum is the Supreme. Om is the most comprehensive name of God. Other
names denote only some one aspect (eg. Ishwar - powerful or Lord of the universe; Prabhu - The
Lord of all beings or the one that is capable of doing all things). that is the reason why Om signifies
¢ ily God and nothing else where as other names stand for other things as well. The word AUM
(UM) is made up of three letters, namely A (57 - in Devanagiri script), U (%- in Devanagiri) and M
(% - in Devanagiri). These letters express the three great aspects of GOD:

A - denotes the power of God to create the Universe.
U - denotes the power of God to preserve the Universe.
M - denotes the power of God to dissolve the Uniiverse.

On this basis God is Known to us by the three cther names:

A - Brahma (Creator)
U - Vishnu (Preserver)
M - Shiva (Destroyer)

Putting the three letters of the Devanagri script together we get the AUM symbol. The whole letter is
not used therefore we cannot say that the symbol is of any particular liguistic origin - it is not even
sanskrit. The symbol, like the meaning is totally universal - symbolising the formless aspect of God.
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The word "AUM " also has two special meanings. It means "Omnipresent " and "Protector”. God 18
present in every particle of the atom and there is not a place imaginable where His presence is not to
be found. Being Omnipresent He is protecting this Univers through His power, knowledge and His
Laws. God is also the protector of His devotees.
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With grateful acknowledgements - Essential teachings of Hinduism - Paﬁitfit e Vegféﬂggnkar
Issued by HSA (UDW) publications commitlee - 1892
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Preface

Gand'hi L

The South African Experignce

In 1893 Mohandas Gandhi was hired by a Durban-based Indian
merchant company to assist in the preparation of a lawsuit against an

Maureen Swan Indian merchant in the Transvaal. ‘;kpspent most of the nextg twenty-
one years in South Africa. During that period he developed the moral
doctrine and the political technique and skills which became the basis
of his idiosyncratic style as one of India’s foremost nationalist politi-
cians. Indeed, the international reputation which he had acquired in
South Africa by 1914 provided the entrée into Indian nationalist
circles which had been denied him on his first attempt to penetrate the
upper levels of nationalist politics a dozen years earlier.

As one of the twentieth century’s most charismatic figures, Gandhi
has been the subject of a vast literature. Naturally, the majority of
these studies concentrate on his years as a nationalist politician in

\ India. However, many of them include an introductory section on the
crucial, formative South African decades. Some recent works concen-
trate on that period. The sheer volume of this literature suggests that
no aspect of Gandhi’s life or career could possibly require further
exploration. That was my own first reaction when the topic for the
study which produced this book was first suggested to me. It was only
then that I began systematically reading the Gandbhian literature. [ very
quickly learned that the existing work on Gandhi in South Africa not
only obscures an understanding of this key period in his life, but
ignores or distorts what was also the crucial, formative period in the
history of the South African Indians. This preface is a brief attempt to
explain how and why this has happened.

iThe general consensus of the existing literature® is that the history of
! the South African Indians was made by Gandhi between 1894 and
1914. He is supposed to have been confronted on his arrival in South
Africa with demoralized, apolitical Indian communities, divided on

Ravan Press Johannesburg
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the basis of religion, and suffering the first onslaughts of
discriminatory legislation in Natal and the Transvaal. In the words of
one of Gandhi's earliest and more celebrated biographers, ‘the Indians
in Africa were not equipped to struggle. They had no power, no will,
no faith. They were demoralized and without organization. They
needed a leader.”

Some variation of this arresting verbal portrait provides the familiar
backdrop for a history which sees Gandhi as the unique figure who

* chose to resist this oppression, and to rally his countrymen behind
him. The contrast between Gandhi and the rest of the Indians,
“dispirited and sunk in apathy, accepting their depression without
protest’,? is so stark that a later and equally celebrated biographer asks
rhetorically, ‘Why, of all the people, did it occur to Gandhi to resist
the evil?** Another writer’s answer, which captures the flavour of the
literature as a whole, is that ‘he was deeply introspective — a moralist
and idealogue who all his life wrestled with conscience and the spirit,
Truth and Right.”

[ There is no real place in this discourse for anyone but Gandhi. The
assertion that ‘organized Indian political expression in South Africa
owes its origins to M K Gandhi’*® acquires a seemingly irrefutable logic
within this framework. Thus one readily accepts the dominant theme
of the literature which portrays Gandhi as the man who organized,
united and led the Natal and Transvaal Indians in a movement of
protest against discriminatory legislation — the man who ‘remained
twenty years fighting the battle for Indian rights [and] won.” One can
find rio quarrel — within this problematic — with a description of
Gandhi which sees him as ‘the champion of indentured labourers’,?
and the author of a ‘startling new philosophy of revolution’.”

The flaw in all of this is that analyses which concentrate on Gandhi
to the exclusion, or virtual exclusion, of his constituents, inevitably

" offer a superficial, and thus often distorted, picture of the social and
political reality in which the doctrine and techniques of satyagraha
(passive resistance) were worked out. The reasons_for this Gandhi-
centric superficiality are less suprising than they might seem at first
glance. In some instances it derives from the hagiographic nature of
the studies in question — a burden which has been imposed on many
colonial nationalists beside Gandhi. But Gandhi was unusual even for
a colonial nationalist, and the well-known asceticism of his lifestyle in
later years provided a further impetus to hagiography. By virtue
of hindsight, many of his biographers have projected the

i 2 S
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" hatma-ness’, the ‘saintliness’, of the 1930s and 19405 backwards
binito his early life.

i But superficiality has also, in many instances, derived from a too
gheavy reliance on Gandhi’s historically inaccurate autobiographical
Writings;.. Satyagraha in South Africa and The Story of My

v o,

xperiments with Truth. Surely no other politician’s memoirs have

N

7

e 1 Or should be — accepted as uncritically as these? They were
Wr 'tgén' Jyears after the events which they describe. It scarcely needs be
iBaid that Gandhi, like all of us, interpreted, and thus rewrote, his past
Biif the light of subsequent experiences. But more than this, the ‘soldier
0 E_:}Truth'zwas also a teacher, and these works were meant to be, as
§Eric: Eriksen suggests, pedagogic: they were meant to convey certain
Padtal: Iéssons to their readers.'® As such, they are of use more as
Erefléctions .of what Gandhi was thinking in the 1920s than as the
Fhistorical documents they are so often taken to be. Remarkably,
Bhowever,. an awareness of this did not prevent Louis Fischer from
2 o . . .

Ebasirig the South African chapters of his biography almost exclusively
on!these sources." Indeed, they are the standard source for the years
1894~ 1914.

4 iM'orc recent studies of this period, notably Huttenback’s Gandbi in
WSouth Africa and Pillay’s British Indians in the Transvaal (which deals
with: some of Gandhi's most important constituents and includes a
k& ‘apter ‘specifically on Gandhi), move beyond his memoirs into some
g ofithe documentary sources. However, despite the promise of their
g prefaces, neither Huttenback nor Pillay systematically explores the
& political and social reality of the turn-of-the-century South African
P Indians. By concentrating on official documents, both studies confine
® hemselves mainly to a discussion of the relations between the imperial
% government, the South African governments and Gandhi. The social
nagidcological bases of Indian politics are scarcely examined: the
:!ﬁdians'. appear as a virtually undifferentiated mass. Thus stratifi-
i.,;cation within the Indian communities, and the relationships of the
‘ i‘diffcrent strata to each other, and to Gandhi, are lost.

%9 This .book has taken as its starting point Gandhi’s constituents
vather than Gandhi. I have tried to explore and to understand divi-
i'sions within the Indian communities, and the way in which, and the
j’z"d:Xtcnt to which, these were reflected in organized politics. Although
‘,i"conccntrating on those strata which were represented by the political
E{T‘parties, I have also attempted to identify and investigate the others

_.,-'_':;:"which remained outside of or inadequately represented by Indian



I
’
¥

heé e asons for this inadequacy, and the consequences of lack
tentation for those outside the political community. But, in’
1.have tried to assess Gandhi’s role in South African Indian:
1894 and 1914 — to explore his contribution to these,
sir ‘contribution to the development of his unique’
ivle..;Much of Gandhi’s mature moral and political,
psophy was already apparent by the carly years of this century. I:
atherefore tried to root the development of that philosophy in the:
al and political context in which it was worked out. 1 have trie
understand the nature of Gandhian passive resistance in South
the extent to which and the reasons why it was ‘successful’,
he limitations of that success. This has seemed to me important
nly because the South African experience informed Gandhi’s
roach to Indian nationalism, but also because his political technique
"*ind, indeed, elements of his philosophy have provided an enduring
“*legacy for the continuing struggle against racial and class oppression
“in South Africa.’
Ak Avcry’ different picture of Gandhi emerges when he is viewed thus
* — within the context of the Natal and Transvaal Indian communities,

L-fi;f,flibfﬁeriod after 1906. The constituency which. Gandhi represented
f-.~'r.'t‘l_\:r‘bl‘lgh0ut most of the period under review was very select, and
- consisted of the highest strata in the Indian communities. The
'._'\indeijdasses, especially the indentured labourers with whom he has so
...consistently 'and so wrongly been identificd, formed part of his
. Itis also particularly noteworthy that as a politician Gandhi was never
“more than a reformist in terms of goals and ideology, even when the

* passive resistance movement was transformed into a truly mass move-

-ment. Gandhi was a social ‘rebel’ to the extent that he had made the

‘commitment to moral autonomy, and sought to convert others to
,r’héféliindiﬁduation. But he ‘was a revolutionary only to the extent
that thé technique of mass passive resistance implies elements of a
revolutionary style.

L A

.- hi':jt,',tlfan"abow or beyond them as he has been in the past. I find -

" contribution _to South African Indian politics has been greatly 2
verstated. The role of ‘leader’ which is generally attributed to him is
ntirely inappropriate before 1906, and must be carefully qualified for \

|

i
3
1

" éonstituency only for a very brief period, and for a very special reason.

K) mﬁ‘iﬁ'uis_la's' unipublished D.Phil thesis — ‘Class, Consciousness
annml: Indian South Africans 1860-1946’ (Oxford, 1975) — is
T n. Her works suffers, however, from lack of access to the
ey 'lé.f!‘r"’hhcan sources, and although her mainly materialist
i ‘g‘us i¢sensitive to the need to move beyond the leadership level
lacks the evidence to do so successfully. i
'S!Innd, Mahatma Gandbi (Zurich, 1925) p.13. This, and the
Ldotes which follow, have been chosen for the way in which they

o T
‘cipture the essence of the literature as a whole.

P{H;xmlé, ‘A South African Tribute’, S Radhakrishnan (ed.),

5!13:”{!4 Gandbhi: Essays and Reflections on His Life and Work

London, 1939) p.116.

:}joﬁl_:fhclr; The Life of Mabatma Gandbi (London, 1951) p.56.

-‘liuttgnback. Gandbi in South Africa (Cornell University Press,
s 1971)'p.47.

! P l}!. British Indians in the Transvaal (London, 1976) p.112.

) Op cit., p-60.

1d3p.63 -

flenback, op cit., p.vil.

iksén, Gandbi's Truth (London, 1970). See, for example,
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TRANSVAAL ' PEACE _ PRESER-

Ap g A
*:Friday’s Transvaal © Government Ga-
otte’” contained an ordinance to amend |
a Peace Pr‘eserva.tion, Ordinance as fel ]
(1), Repeals sections 19; 20; 21, 22,
za(lin&?%zlf the Indemnity and Peace
i Preservation_Ordinance, "No. 38, of
SR N

* (@) Aftkr, the, date of _this Ordinance
r)lqi"ofpm'sqh. shall enter or-reside- in.this.
Calany nnless he. is possessed-of a per-:
“mit issued to him under the provisions
oF thiz Ordinance; or can-give satisfac
Tory’ evidence that he Belongs'to one -of
the following clagses v—(a}* Persons Re-

" {he, Oranige . River Colony on May 3L,

‘{’1902,01" persons who, before the date

rﬁf‘ “the - émqla.ma.tion,b have: already: Te~
coived a_permit; (b) persons coming
_under Art;cie,-m the Terms of Surrem-
Fder ot members of the Army, Navy; or:
 Civil.Service. : -Exemption in. this sec-;
Etion shall not: apply to any person who
“has. been’ already expelled’ from'. the.
Transvaal or Orange River Colony:

HETHE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE:
< (4), (a).No-permit io. enter the Colony

gﬁsbfﬁﬁe.gﬁ%gz;e@praff.thg-Ggis{e 205
i (5) Any person . entering ‘or. Tesiding:

it thig Colony’ may be-caled - upon” byj
any, member of amy. constabulary” o
police force or other persan suthorised?
therefo: by, the. Cglonial Secretary, to:
roduce: the permit issued under-thisk
> Fordinancaror to” give satisfactory eyl

classes exemptéd from the necessity of:

sions-of Seciion 2-. If'z person sg called
jupon fails.to.prpduce such permié. or o3
fgive.such evidence a8 aforesaid, he may ]
by arrested without warrant, and dealt
th as he e"pafﬁ_ T provided

(6) Every : person 5o’ arreated
before a magistrate and- if*he fails to
\ satisfy the  ‘magistrate - that he is duly
Eéxiithorise«f to  enter. orreside in: - the
' Colonj under the provisions of this -’
F dinance, the magistrate may make an’
‘order in writing directing such persom
to leave the wolony within such time as-

| i viction, be sentenced’ to imprisonment,’

|+fin defsult. of payment to a further ferm

dénce: that he belongs’ to, one- of thez|-

. Ehaving such a:permit under the provi-3) -

3 ; ¢ issae_ an order’ under- the hand. of: the'
with' all’ convenient: sp_éed',r'be--broughb-": 13

. TERMS OF EXPULSION: EIRE
(1) -Asly person who may be ordéred |
to. leavd this Colony and fails to do-tod
within. the time specified in thelorder,;
"and any person whose recognisance has-
.been forfeited under the-provisions of’

I t the last preceding section, may.be ar-*

i rested without warrant and brought be-!
| fore a Magistrate, and’ shall, upon rom-

. with or without hard labour,” for:a;
. period of not less than one month and-
inot more than six months. and with or
Iwithout a.fine not exceeding £500,. and_g

t of. imprisonment for a period nob: ex-
ceeding six months, .~ v - - 0T
%, } THE MAXTTUM PENALTY.. .~
-(8) If any person imprisoned ~under
the terms of the last wreceding section.
‘shall remain the Colony for a. period;
of-more’ than. seyen days- affer the. ex:
{‘piration of his term of imprisonment, or,
any. .ubsequent. term: of imprisonments
imposed under. this section, withoug ob-

-taining permission in writing’ from: thi

Colonial-Secrefary to remzin in the Col3

he-upon- him. ke may be arrested. A-.o'.i’t»}g::Y

Istrate, and shall on cox:m'ct{onb& Sem-’
ftenced to imprisonment, withi or without'
hard labour, -for.a period. of net less-

months, with or without-a:fine, not ex-.
coéding £500, and, in defaslt 6f payment
o a further term of imprisonment o
peried” not exceeding six months.
;-(8) ‘Atiy; person. :who; (s} obtains;
attempts:to. obtaing or incites: airy: pary
"soii. to-obtaitly of aids or: abebi any pers
 don: inn- obtatuing: éipe'miif:}?? 3
‘misrepresentation; false Gr
rhood -or other. imprope

uses, sttempts to use, Ir "m:u RIS
i use, aidy or abets aé%k reraaT:
#ny permit so. obtaina :

attempts to enter this Uolbirgos :
[imit 3 obtained, t?oﬁ.wgﬁ;@%

VHO Y
sued o him by thes et
shall be, liable fo 2
- £500, ot to imprieonment; with or with-
ot hard labour, for a term:not’ exceed::
ing two years; or both, such. fine and’
. gwal. impr}'sonmént.x = 3 3
0 A MENACE TO PEACE.

£30} It shall be lawful for the Lientens
sn¥Governor, on its being shown to his:
*satisfaction that there- are:reasonable
grounds for believing, a- pérson within
gﬁ;‘s-.(}'olonygis_ dangerous: to the peace
and good government of the country, tor]

 Colonial ” Secretary o such ™ pérson 't
1eave the Colony within suck time.after!
the service of: such order.as may - be-
stated, therein.~ If, on the expiration,
of the sajd. period; such person shall be
found within the Colony, he shall’ bed

ony, the burden.of proving which shalf 2

ut warrans and broughit before s Magi-
_‘n-, A TN IR RN SRRy B e
e S s o

than six; and. not mom»‘i:tﬁim-,twelv‘e{;‘ .

o<ot excesding |

proceeded against in the manner pres-y
erthed. in sections 7 and 8 of this ordi-

may be specified in such order, provided
that if such person declares upon oath }
that he has already obtaifed a permit,”
and gives satisfactory reasons for his i=-
“ability to produce the same, or if he
declares upon oath that he carr produce
| satisfactory evidence that he belongs to
| one of the classes exempted from -he |
necegsity - of “obtaining permits by the
provisions. of section 2 hereof, he may"
be released upon sureties. to - produce.
before the magistrate named in such
recognisance - within: the time stafed
therein, guch permit of evidence as the

pance, and shall be subject to the pen

Mies therein provided. e B g0 oy

{11} This ordinance may be cited as.}

ﬁl’eace Preservation Ordinance, 1903
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1t is with pride we record that the Indian people were the first to form a political organisation to fight
for democratic rights. The Natal Indian Congress was founded in 1894 by Mahatma Gandhi. It was
much later, in factin 1911, that the African National Congress was formed and the Nationalist party even

later in 1913.

With the rise of Hitler and Mussolini in Europe during the nineteen thirties, South Africa was also seeing
a resurgence of racialism and this, apart from denying the Blacks all rights in their own country, also
made the Indians the scapegoat of undemocratic, Racial and unjust policies. The enactment of the
Asiatic Land Tenure Acts, the Pegging Act and late the Group Areas Act, resulted in the Indian
community being hounded from their homes, businesses, schools and even their temples and mosques:
In fact it was intended to forcibly repatriate them to India because the whites saw them as an alien
element in the land of their birth. It was to the credit of the young leadership of the Congresses that they
decided not to go hat in hand to the Government any longer but rather hold their heads high and resist
this unjust law. They embarked on the Second Passive Resistance Campaign i.e. non violent opposition
to apartheid and tyranny. Over 2 000 men and women went to jail between 1946 and 1948 for
challenging the iniquitous Land Act and also the archaic provincial barrier.

The 1946 Resistance campaign of the congress was an eye-opener to the freedom struggle of the Blacks;
the AN C leadership admiredthe Indian stand. Among others, Nelson Mandela, has often said that they
were inspired to embark on resistance by the Indian leaders of the Passive Resistance struggle of 1946.
It was therefore not surprising that in 1952, the Defiance Campaign against the unjust laws of the
nationalist Govemment of Verwoed was jointly launched by the African and Indian Congresses. Over
8000 men and women were jailed. Nelson Mandela and Molvi Cachalia were the volunteers in-chief.
Almost all of the Indian Congress leadership again went to jail, - Dr Naicker, Dr. Dadoo, Dr. Goonam,
J.N. Singh, Ismail Meer, Debi Singh, Docrat, M.P. Naicker, Nana Sitha, Cachalia, Thandroyen, A.C.
Meer, Ashwin Chaudree and many others.

With the banning, arrest, exile and silencing of all credible leaders, the seventies and eighties saw the
rise of the youth and students in the struggle against apartheid which became more oppressive and
affected almost every aspect of the lives of the Black voteless population. More particularly the Group
Areas Act, the Population Registration act, the Pass Laws and the Bantu and Separate Education policies
galvanised them into the resistance. Student organisations, Religious groups and Civic organisations
became increasingly active and resisted, protested and challenged government actions and edicts. This

again resulted in arrests, detentions and bannings.

However, despite these setbacks within the community, we have, through our struggle and consistent
opposition to apartheid and our clear stand for democracy and justice, seen the fruits of our sacrifices. -
We are indeed on the threshold of a new non-racial, nonsexist democratic South Africa. We no longer
will have to choose “to fight apartheid or collaborate with it. For the first time all South Africans, Blacks,
White and Brown will be able to vote in one election for one non-racial Parliament, We will be free to
choose which Party will serve us best. The right of every individual to his religion, language, profession,
job, trade and education will be free of discrimination and ‘entrenched in a Bill of Rights, protected by

the Courts and Parliament.

With grateful thanks, taken from "Mahatma Gandhi Centenary Brochure", Pg 44
Issued by the HINDU STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (UDW) - 1993
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LIFESTYLE WOMAN

A new look at Gandhi

HISTORY'’S idols inevita-
bly have flaws, so it did
not surprise Dr Maureen
Swan to find Mohandas
(Mahatma) Gandhi was
not entirely the hero de-
scribed by various writ-
ers.

After researching
Gandhi’s 22 years in
South Africa, Scotland-
born Dr Swan has writ-
ten a book which con-
tests the ideas that
Gandhi was the cham-
pion of oppressed Indians
and a revolutionary poli-
tician in this country.

It was certainly not a
liking for Gandhi him-
self, but an interest in
Africa, India and the
working classes that
made this soft-spoken
historian start delving in
South African archives.

“Biographies touching
on Gandhi’s time in

South Africa portray him’

as a fighter for the In-
dian working classes, a
man possessed of iron
ethical and moral vaiues.

GANDHI may not have been the hero depicted by some histo-
rians, although his political techniques and philosophy have
proved an enduring example for the continuing struggle
against racial and class oppression in this country, according
to MAUREEN SWAN, author of a new book on him. KATE
MCKINNELL spoke to her.

“But in fact, Gandhi
only developed his deep
philosophy and ‘saintli-
ness’ later in life,” says
Dr Swan.

For most of his time
as a politician in this
country, Gandhi repre-
sented only a highly se-
lect portion of the Indian
community, the relative-
ly well-off merchants.

Through reading
countless letters, docu-
ments and accounts, Dr
Swan found Gandhi only
included the working
class late in his passive
resistance campaign,
when the struggle needed
a boost in numbers.

Dr Swan’s fascination
with Indian history grew
at school in Britain and

at university in Canada.

“I joined the popular
drift to India during the
’60s and spent two fa-
scinating years, travel-
ling and absorbing the
customs and heritage of
the country,” says Dr
Swan.

In 1975, while lectur-
ing at Calgary Univer-
sity in Canada, she re-
searched the history of
Indian people in South
Africa, and this inevita-
bly included Gandhi.

She visited South Afri-
ca in 1976 and then
moved here two years
ago after receiving a fel-
lowship grant'to work
and study at.the Univer-
sity of the Witwa-
tersrand.

Last year she submit-
ted her thesis for publi-
cation and it will soon
appear as Gandhi —
The South African Ex-
perience.

“Contrary to what is
often written, his ex-
treme aestheticism and
high moral ethics only
developed later in his
life,” says Dr Swan.

She has found too that

,Gandhi’s own autobio-

graphical writings were
historically inaccurate
and should not be accept-

ed as uncritically as they
are.

“He wrote about his
past as if he had always
had the beliefs he only
developed later in life.
Perhaps this was be-

cause he intended his
books as an education to
young people.”

Dr Swan says her opin-
ion of the epic film
Gandhi would be un-

printable.
“It was a garbled por-

trayal and barely factu-
al. The South African pe-
riod, particularly, was
maccurately shown. For
one thing, Gandhi was
never physically at-
tacked by officials in this
country.”

But Dr Swan says he
has left his mark in
South Africa.

‘‘He may not have
been the hero depicted
by some historians. But
his political techniques
and elements of his phi-
losophy have provided an
enduring legacy for the
continuing struggle
against racial and class
oppression in South Afri-
ca,” says Dr Swan.
COGANDHI - The South
African Experience by
Maureen Swan (Ravan
Press, R14,95)

MAUREEN SWAN
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IF PRIZES were given for
had hook production, then
surely Mahatma Gandhi
in. South Africa wouid get
the trophy for the worst.

Everything about the
technical side of this book,
published by its author ]
Joshi, seems designed to
irritate the reader — a
dozen literal errors to
every page, some pages
under-inked and nearly toe
light to read, some pages
over-inked and smudged,
aad so on.

But...overlook the phys-
ical defects and you will
find Mr Joshi has put to-
gether a well researched,
most interesting history of

B |

Gandhi
in South
Afl‘ica /1) e

the South African period
in the life of India’s most
charismatic leader.

One would suspect that
an Indian author, writing
about South Africa from
India, would take the op-
portunity to whip this
country. Mr Jeshi has pre-
sented his story from the
Indian point of view, to be
sure, but he has not fallen
into the trap of many
overseas writers who
don’t let the facts inter-
fere with their versions of
the truth.

White South Africans
may not like the idea of
Jan Smuts being portrayed
as the villain who double-
crossed the Indians and
set South Africa even
more firmly on the road to

160 /56

segregation and discrimi-
pation. It i3 a view of the
story that has long been
coming, but ome from
which nobody should shy
away.

South African history is
clearly defined by Mr
Joshi, and the author gives
an insight to the character
of the man who needed
only to walk to have
others follow him.

sent to us by the author,
so we cannot say who will
be distributing the book in
South Africa. The author's
address is ‘Punya Smriti’,
11 Jagnath Plot, Rajkot,
India. In the bock he gives
the South African selling |

The place Gandhi has in

Qur review copy was

price as RS. JB.

N, meR .
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THE HINDU STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

"UNITY IN DIVERSITY * "TAMASO MA JYOT R GAMAYA" - LEAD US FROM DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT

RAMNAVMI

JAY SHRI RAM!

B% amnaymi or the birthday of Shri Ram falls on the 9th day of the

bright forthnight of the month of Chaitra (March -April).He incar-
nated on earth in order to destroy the demon Ravan. The Ramnavmi
or the Yasanta Navaratri celebration every year is an opportune pe-
riod to saturate our selves with the spirit of Shri Ram. Shri Ram
was the ideal Prince, warrior and protector of his people. He is also
the embodiment of dharma therefore he is a Dharmatman.

The noblest lesson is embodied in the Ramayana, one of the most
important epics in Hinduism. It encompasses rightousness on the
cpiritual level as exemplified by Shri Ram himself. Ramnavmi is
one of the most important festivals of the Hindus. A strict fast is
cbserved on the day and the Ramaysha is read in many Temples-
Here the glories of Shri Ram are explained and lessons are taught
top assist us in our quest for rightousness. Yedic rituals are per-
formed and a havan is also done.

In the changing face of a new South Africa, the example aof Shri
Ram needs to be ackowledged to an even greater degree. We should
look upon each individual as part and parcel of the Supreme Reality

{(Brahman)
MAY THE BLESSING OF SHRI RAM BE UPON US ALLIN

WITH GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: HINDU FASTS AND FESTIVALS, SRI SWArMI
SIVANANDA,
ISSUED BY PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE (HSA-UDW) - 1992
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On the far left, Gandhi in front of

Merchant and indentured Indians
thrived because of their ability to
% trade. Seen here are traders in

busy Grey Street, Durban and
below Indian street-vendors in

| of the men who, between 1906 and
1909, led the passive resistence
W movement against Pass Laws for

. Asians, they were: (from left to

| right)G.M. Pillay, Nawah Khan,
Gandhi,, Thambi Naidoo, P.K.
Naidoo, M. Eastun, J. Foteon,
| M.E. Karwa and Leung Quin.
Gandhi saw to it that
representation was as broad as
# possible. Chinese were not
| forgotten; they were being
A exploited in the mining industry
and were being paid far less than
indentured Indians.

THE INDIAN OPINION

““ We'll hang Gandhi from the sour apple tree”
were the angry chants outside .a police
commissioners house. The wife of.the Durban
Police Comrmissioner placed her life in danger
and took Gandhi into her heme, preventing injury
to this small framed-man who stirred the anger
of the white regime. Most politicians have comical
stories to te1; one of Gandhi’s was when he was
simuggled out of the back entrance, disguised as
a policemar, by officials.

Two more laws, aimed spemﬁcally 4t Indians;
the “Trumigration Restriction Bill’ and ‘Dealers’
Licences Bill’ were passed in order to further
stint the Indian prosression. The Fmmigration Bill
stipulated that prospective immigrants had to
possess £2° and furthermiore had to be literate
and able to speak good English. The Dealers
Licence Bill empowered municipal authorities to
refuse trading licer ces, simply on the grounds of
poor sanitation.

After a failled atternpt in India to win a
leadership position in the Indien
Nationalist IMoven.ent, Gandhi retumned
to South Africa and sat up the first Indian
newspaper n Afriza called the ‘Indian

The first Indian-owned
Newspaper for Indians
in South Africa, was the
‘Indian Opinion’, which
was published in four
languages: English,
Gujerathi, Hindi and
Tamil Seen here are the
pramises of this
newspaper.

Opinion’. A year later he set up the ‘Phoenix Self-
Help Settlement’ scheme near Durban. The ‘Indian
Opinion’ played a major role in spreading Gandhi’s

philosophy of passive resistance and gave Indians -

courage to-take action against oppression.

More trouble brewed among the Indians in 1906,
when the Transvaal Government passed a law
making it compulsory for Indians over the age of
eight, to carry a pass bearing their thumbprint.

Indians reacted in anger and held a 3000 strong

reprentational protest, taking an oath that none
would apply for registration but they would act
in passive resistance.

Gandhi had to implement new measures to

safeguard peaceful protest. In his words, Gandhi ;
says, “Nope of us knew what name to give our’

movement. I then used the term ‘passive
resistance’ in describing it. I did not quite

understand the lmphcanons of ‘ passwe resistance’
s I called it. T only knew that some new principal
bad come into being.” He later used the same
tactics to free India from Colonial rule. It was
decided that an Indian Struggle could not go by
an Enghsh name and so, a small prize was
advertised in the ‘Indian Opmmn to be awarded
to the reader who came up with the best
designation for their struggle. The nature of the
struggle was fully discussed in the paper and
suggestions came pouring in. .

Shri Maganlal Gandhi was the one who suggested

the word ‘Sadragraha’, which meant ‘firmness -
.in good cause’. Gandhi liked the word, but wanted
“the word to represent the  whole cause: He

corrected it to ‘Satyagraha’, truth (satya) implies
love, and firmness (agraha) is a synonym for
force. The movement was thus called
‘Satyagraha’.

R “aan I&lanJ
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his office in South Africa.’

Johannesburg. Bottom are nine .

OLIVER
REGINALD TAMBO

As past President of the African National Congress
(the ANC), he is credited for having led and unified
the ANC in exile, until its unbanning and return
home as a formidable liberation movement.

BISHOP
ALPHEUS ZULU

Bishop Alpheus Hamilton Zulu, a well respected
religious and courageous political leader, was bomn
on 29 June 1905 at Magogo in the district of Nqutu.
He was the first African to.be elevated to the
position of Bishop of the Anglican Church in South
Africa. In recognition of his abilities, Bishop Zulu
was asked to serve as one of the Presidents of the
‘World Council Churches. A man of strong
convictions, he refused to carry a Pass Book and
was arrested. He preferred to be called ‘Bishop’
to the title, ‘My Lord’ and motivated his African
priests in particular, to run self-reliant parishes and
not to depend on subsidies from the White missions.
He was also first African Bishop of the Anglican
Church in KwaZulu Natal.

PROPHET
ISAIAH SHEMBE

Isaiah Shembe was born at Entabamhlophe, Estcourt
around 1867. According to the history of his church,
Shembe was 2 prophet even before he was baptized
by Rev. WM. Leshega of a separatist Black Baptist
Church in 1906. He formalized the establishment
of the Nazarene Church at Nhlangakazi in 1918.
In 1940, Shembe composed 219 hymns which were
compiled and published as the first work of this
type in any independent church in Africa.
Ekuphakameni was built in 1924 and the faithful
still gather there every July, to worship, dance and
be healed. Shembe taught people to use their
traditional cultures as a point of. departire for
understanding the Bible and striving for morality.
He was the founder of one of the largest African
churches in 1910; the ‘Nazareth Baptist Church’
in KwaZulu Natal.

MIRRIAM
MAKEBA

Affectionately knownas ‘Mama Afrika’, she gained
worldwide recognition by being the first black
women to sing about the pain and oppression in

AT

our time has come
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Dr John
Langalibalele
Dube

Bom on 2’ February 1871, Dube trained as a
teacher anc subsequently entered the Theological
Seminary v ‘hich culminated in his being ordained
as a pastor As a visionary, Dube also known as
Mafitkuzel, established the Ohlange Institute. Also
a trail-blazer, Dube then established Ilanga lase
Natal and the Natal Native Congress in 1912, After
lead ng the Ohlange Institute, Dube withdrew in
order to advise the Zulu Royal House under Isilo
Solomon KaDinizulu. A profile writer, he authored
‘Ujeqe, Ushembe and Ukuziphatha kahle.

He vsas the first President of the African National
Conzress, “ounder of Ohlange High School and
Tlanga Lase Natal. He travelled extensively overseas
and :n Afri~a. Educated at the Oberlin College, in
Ohic, Dub , known as Mafukuzela weAfrika, had
spoken ex ,nsxvely about African Renaissance
whil: in the United States. He had met and worked
_with Mosi th Marcus Garvey and was greatly
influenced 'y the Africanist. On his return to South
_Afriza, M ‘fukuzela, also started a branch of
Garvey’s United Negro Improvement Association.
He vras als influential in black American bishops
who came o South Africa under the aegis of the
2 chur h.

CHIEF ALBERT
LUTHULI

Past Presic-ent of the African National Congress
(ANC), we the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize
and (sitwa' wndwe Seaparakoe Award. This Inkosi
Luthuli’s v 1s born in Bulawayo in 1898 and grew
up cn a fa m owned by a White member of the
Seventh A ventist Church. Trained as a teacher,
he was ele ted secretary of the African Teachers
Associatic 1 where he joined forces with ZK
Mathews 1. 1928:Later, the two men became the
two most powerful figures in the African
Renaissance Movement. In 1951, Albert Luthuli
became President of the Natal Branch of the African
Natjonal Congress. A fearless fighter of the
Apactheid regime, Luthuli was banned. for five
year; under the Supression of Communist Act. The
pinnacle of his distinguished career as humanitarian
was e honour of receiving the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1960.

MOSES MABHIDA

Veteran Seretary General of the South African
Conmunis Party, founding mermber of the South

Afrizan Cc 1gress of Trade Unions (SACTU) and.

meniber ¢ ' the NEC of the African National
Conress.

West Street 1874

‘Ever heard that old local soccer joke? You know,

the one that goes... “never give an Indian a corner
when playing soccer...cause he’ll open a shop
there!” But jokes aside, passenger Indians, as they
were called, were setting up trade around 1870.

By 1880, they owned 60 of the 66 Indian stores,

like the one pictured left, owned by Aboobaker
Amod on West Street - the first Indian Store in
Natal. Their move to South Africa was not.a
welcome one and they faced hostility and rejection.

They were not allowed, among other things, to

trade on Sundays which was the only day that

Indéntured Indians could do their shopping. Being
business class people, they were able to get word
to Britian of their treatment in South Africa. In
1893 Moharidas Gandh1 left India to represent the

Indians.

GANDHI
ARRIVES IN
SOUTH
AFRICA

1893, a young, London-trained lawyer named Mohandas
Gandhi, left India to act in a matter coricerning two Indian
Merchants in South Africa. He purchased a firsi-class
ticket in Durban and took his seat where, during the
Jjourney, a white traveller refused to share with a ‘coolie’.

Gandhi, who was removed from the train after refusing.
to move to a third class coach, found himself spending
the night on the platform of the Pietermaritzburg station.
His arrival was set to fuel the resistance of Indians in

South Africa.

Bomnina country stricken by poverty, ﬂhteracy,‘

disease and starvation, Gandhi was. more

fortunate than most. He was born to'a ‘merchant’

caste’ faxmly in Porbander, Gujarat in 1869..
Educated in India and then sent to a University.

in London, Gandhi qualified as a lawyerin 1891.

He was a young man, ready to instill his ideology.
. with money were more powerful than Blacks,

of life into just courses.

‘While many educated Indians returned home to
fight imperial rale, Gandhi showed little interest
in politics and returned to establish.a law practice
in Bombay. He was soon dismayed as his practice
proved to be a failure and clients were'few and
far between. His first attempt at fighting for,
justice left him speechless; he lost his nerve and
couldn’t utter a word in court in defence. His
practice was closed and the young dxsﬂlusmned
lawyer returned to Porbander.

As fate would have it, Gandhi was thrown a life~
line which revived him from his gloom. A
representative of an Indian business firm based

in Transvaal offered him 12 months-of work in -
South Africa at a splendid fee of £105. He ammived-
in South Africa in 1893 unaware of the impact
his presence would have on the lives of those
around him. He spent a week in:a:Natal Court:
and ran into much trouble with-the’ magxsuate'

over the wearing of his turban while in session.
He left for Pretoria to start woik on his lawsuit.
It was then that he ran into problems that any
Indian would have faced on a South African
train. The ordeal of being thrown off the train in
Pietermaritzburg station was pivotal in shaping
and directing his political career.

Unlike the indentured workers who bad been
forced to Natal by extreme poverty in India,
‘Passenger Indians’ were seen as a threat by
white business owners. Both groups of Indians
were targeted and the white government tightened
the noose on those who requesied greater _g

political rights. The Indentured Indians

Robbes [otand

were exploited and were subJected to harsh
conditions, flogging: and.poor pay, while the
passenger Indians were given-unfair restrictions-

_ such-as trade being prohibited on Sundays . This

meant that the Indentured Indians were unable
to do their shopping; as Sunday was the only
day that they did not work. Although Indians

Europeans-still found them preferable to Blacks
whom;they believed would become lazy if they
were paid more.

‘A larger problem also-emerged, which today is
very rarely spoken of in Indian circles. Passenger
Indians treated indentured Indians very poorly
They had more power and money and while

‘whites oppressed Indians; Passenger Indians

treated Indentured workers as bad if not worse.

" Caste division saw it’s emergence in South Africa.

The latter part of the-19th Century saw the lower
class Indian take up petitions against the
discrimination by the ‘merchant caste’. All they
could do was appeal to the British sense of justice

as they had come from the British colony.,

. A,fa.r'cfy from development, came from the Boer

Law passed against Indians entitled: ‘Law 3°,
stating that Indians were of poor hygiene and

‘were to be moved to a deserted spot in the veld

away from their lucrative stands in the centre-of
Johanhesburg. ‘Law 3’ also classified Indians

as ‘coloured africans’. This really angered the

Indian Community as coloureds had no voting
rights and the implementation of such a law
meant they would not be able to yote either.

The Indians sought assistance from the
government of the Orange Free State , but to no
avail. The Boers were not impressed with the
argument and pushed on with matters of the new
Boer Republic where Blick, Indian and Coloured
peopla were not allowed to vote or participate
‘i constltunonal sights.

Gandhi’s Mission
becomes apparent
Politicians of the new government in Natal were
under increasing pressure to clamp down on

‘Merchant Class’ Indians, through legislation.
In 1894 the government obliged by implementing

.thé Immigration Law Amendment Bill, which

stipulated that at the end of the five-year term
of indenture and Indian had to return to India or
be re-indentured for a further two years. On
refusing to comply be would. face a tax of £3
annually. Despite an uproar, the bill saw effect
in 1895.

Gandhi began working on the issue by writing
petitions and appeals in Newspapers and
campaigning in India. This attained him the
attention of Lord Ripon, Secretary of the Colonies
of State. Even here we see his early approach to
passive resistance. On 24 August 1854 the Natal
Indian Congress was formed and was the first

" official political organisation to fight for Indian

Rights. Still problems arose as it cost £3 pounds
annudl membership fee.

The help came from the western-educated
children of the Indentured Indians. Being born
into a new South Africa and having a new sense
‘of politics and freedom, they joined the Congress.
Gandhi returned to India and launched a crusade
for the cause of S.A. Indians. By the time Gandhi
returned to Africa, White tensions over Indians
were at dangerous levels with violence looming.
Gandhi was forced to remain on his boat for
almost a month as daily demonstrations took
place at the dock-side. When he was allowed to
leave, Gandhi was assaulted by some of the
angry protestors.

Gandhi continued page..]
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No ordinary Coolie!

The importation of Indian Labourers into Natal was bitterly
opposed by many whites, who demanded that they be
repamated at the end of their contract periods. One of the
main agitators was Harry ‘Escombe (pictured left addressing
a protest meeting in Durban in the 1890’s) The fact that

‘coolies’ were regarded as units of labour rather than people
left them open to widespread abuse. In an editorial which
aptly summed up the attitude of white colonists the ‘Natal
Witness’ commented - ‘the ordinary Coolie...and his family
cannot be admitted into close fellowship and union with us
and our families. He is introduced for the same reason as
mules might be introduced from Montevideo, oxen from
Madagascar or sugar machinery from Glasgow. The object

for which he is brought is to supply labour and that alone. He

is not one of us, he is in evey respect an alien; he only comes
to perform a certain amount of work, and return to India...

Davarum was 30 years old when he put his
thumb-print to a document that he could not
even read. “We, the adult male immigrants,” it
said, ‘do hereby agree to serve the employer to
whom we may respectively be allotted by the
Natal Government under the Natal Act No. 14
of 1859 and we all understand the terms under
which we are engaged.’ . ..Davarum or ‘coolie
no.1’ as the recruiting officer named him had no
idea where Natal wasg, but for 10 shillings a
month was prepared, along with hundreds of
others, to escape the poverty of ‘Mother India’
which was under British rule. When sugar was
first produced from cane in Natal in 1851, the
colony seemed set for major economic boom. A
parallel could be drawn between the indentured
Indian labourers of Natal and the labourers in
Mauritius during the same period.

In the late 1840°s and early 1850’s sugar
cultivatior, along the coastlands of Natal was
shown to tring the promise of great economic
reward. Fowever the plantations required
regular labour which was in short supply.
The soluti >n was found in indentured Indian
labour. Tte first Indian immigrants arrived
on Africani shores in Durban in 1860 adding
to the races of South Africa which now
comprisec. of Afrikaaner and British whites,
so called Africans, the rapidly increasing
coloured “yopulation and now the ‘Coolie’
Indian. Much less spoken about, are the
thousands of Chinese who were brought to
work op “he mines in the interior, where
gold, dianond and coal was set to shape
South Afr.ca as a country of great economic
gain.

By 1866, 6 445 Indians had arrived in
Durban, 2/3rds of whom were men. They
were brought to the coloay om five year
contracts at agreed minurmum wages. It was
blatent exploitation by the British which
back-fired and had bitter consequences as
the Indian population grew. After the 5 year
period had been served, the Indians were
given the option of serving a further 5 years
in which they could earn their freedom and
stay in Africa or be given a free passage back
to India. Groups arriving in Africa came
mainly from Madras. Eighty per cent were
Hindu, twelve per cent Muslim and five per

cent Christian, Indian labourers are largely
responsible for the rapid growth of the sugar
industry between 1854 and 1866.

In-1871, after a period of economic
depression, the colony seemed set to attain
more Indian labourers. But with the first
Indian repatriates arriving in India, the Indian
government changed their mind, disgusted
at the poor treatment they had received at
the hands of the colonial planters and they
forbade further recruitment. In 1872 special
steps were taken to remedy abuse suchas
flogging and excessive pay deducations. A
protector of Indian Immigrants was
appointed. Provisions were made for the
introduction of higher percentage of woren,
the registration of marriages, land grants for
time-served immigrants and the droppmg of
the term ‘coolie’.

In 1874 the first immigrants under the new
conditions arrived in Natal, By 1880 the total
Indian populaton of Natal reached 12 823,
Indians were subject to the laws of the colony
and classed as ordinary citizens some even
qualifying for the franchise. In the late 1870's
& new class of ‘passenger’ Indians had come
to Natal, Gujeti-speaking muslims, whose
interests competed with those of whites. By
1886 the Indian population had risen to
29 §28.
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''HE EVENTS THAT

LLOW APARTHEID:
GHLIGHTS IN SOUTH
AFRICA’S HISTORY.
| 1931TO 1994
Jan.9, 1991

Bl3ck students enter previously all-white

PASSIVE ACTION IN
DEFIANCE OF
APARTHEID

“public schools.

June 5, 1991

- The Lands Acts of 1913 and 1936 and

d Group Areas Act of 1950 are
paled.

June 18, 1991
Population Registration Act of 1950
pealed. ]

July 10, 1991
sident George Bush lifts most U.S.
omic sanctions against South Africa.

Sept. 4, 1991

. DejKlerk outlines his government's
bosals for a new counstitution that °
provide suffrage to the black -

Chief Albert Luthuli

The ‘Campaign of Defiance against Unjust Laws’ -
launched jointly by the African National Congress of
South Africa and the South African Indian Congress -
was one of the greatest non-violent passive resistance
campaigns, in the tradition of Mahatma Gandhi.

majprity for the first time.

Dec. 20-21, 1991
Delkgations from 19 political groups
in Johannesburg for talks aimed
at ehding white-minority rule in South
Africa. Seventeen sigh a declaration
pledging them to work toward a
L monfacidl democracy, :

It was the largest mass action by the newly-formed alliance
of the two congresses, confronting the apartheid regime
which had come to power in 1948 and liad enacted a
series of racist and repressive laws.

Over 8,500 volunteers courted imprisonment, by
contravening pass laws and curfew-regulations, orders
segregating whites and non-whites in railway stations
and post offices, and other oppressive and humiliating
restrictions. Fears expressed by many people, racists as
well as some"liberals, that Africans were somehow
incapable of non-violent resistance were disproved. Some
whites were moved to join the *Passive Resistance’. They
included: Patrick Duncan, son of a former Governor-
General; Miss Bettie du Toit, an Afrikaner trade union
leader; Miss Freda Troup, an author; and Albie Sachs,
then a law student and now Professor of Law in
Mozambique.

]
|\ “March 17, 1992 -
Soufh Afnican white: g in fecord
nnbers, overwhel ndorse de
|+ Rief's reform policies in a referenduim.

June 17, 1992
than 40 blacks are killed in the
an township of Boipatong.
dent prompts the ANC 1o
aw from constititional talks for
ths, uring the government to
inship violence
since the

The Campaign generated 2 mass upsurge for freedom
The membership of the AN.C. increased from 7,000 to
100,000 doring the campaign and it became a truly national
organization of the people, The Campaign also led to the
formation of the Coloured People's Congress and the
Congress of (white) Democrats, and then a "Congress
Alliance® which played & crucial role in promoting multi-
Feb. 12, 1993 racial resistance to apartheid in sufl?sequemgyca.rs.
‘ernment dnd the ANC agree on
ional "government of national

which bot parties will be

It was during the Campaign that the Jate Chief Albert
Lutuli' was deposed from the chieftancy to which he had
been elected for refusing to obey the orders of the regime
to disassociate from the ANC. He was elected President-
General of the ANC in December 1952 and earned the
respect of world opinion for his steadfast resistance to
apartheid until his mysterious death in 1967

April 10, 1993
Chrig Hani, the secretary general of the
South African Communist Party, is
" ussassinated. White rightist are later_

Nelson Mandela, President of the ANC Youth League,
convicted.

was appointed Voluntesr-in-Chief of the Campaign. His

July 2, 1993
afeis confirmed for the country's
first Juniversal suffrage elections.

Nelson Mandela

AR
Discrimination’s Ticket -

“THE DOMPASS’

and banmed the ANC for 3

M.K. Gandhi

outétahding qualities as a mass leader led to his election
as the Transvaal President and Deputy National President

of the ANC in 1952. He was to assume ever greater [}
responsibilities in the struggle, especially after the ANC

was banned in 1960. Despite his incarceration for twenty-
five years on 5 Angust 1962, he remained an inspiring
symbol of resistance.

The Campaign led to the foundation of the ‘Defence and
‘Aid Fund’ for South Africa by the late Reverend Canon
John Collins in London and the American Commiittee on
Africa by the Reverend George Houser in New York,
initiating the international solidarity movement with the
South African struggle.

The Defiance Campaign and the subsequent bus boycotts 3

and other acts of non-violent resistance in South Africa
were an-inspiration to the black people in the United

States when launching the Civil Rights Movement, under %

the leadership of the late Reverend Martin Luther King,
Jr.

It was during the Defiance Campaign that the Government
of India, led by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, took the initiative
for a joint request by 13 Asian-African States to the
United Nations General Assembly to consider "the
question of race conflict in South Africa, resulting from
the policies of apartheid of the Government of the Union

of South Africa. They declared that “apartheid is creating

a dangerous and explosive situation, which constitutes

both a threat to international peace and a flagrant violation .

of the basic principles of human rights and fundamental
freedoms which are enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations.” They called for international action “to prevent

an already dangerous situation from deteriorating further.” -

The apartheid regime met the non-violent resistance of '
the people with physical violence, resorting to the flogging ; .t
of many volunteers. It enacted new laws providing for
long terms. of imprisonment and 10 lashes for such
resistance. It proceeded in subsequent years to close all -+ .-
avenues of peaceful protést, restricting the leaders of the :

movement, charging them with high treason and banning
their organizations.

Insying the Sharpeville:

960. He'hoped to i 4 miass pass-burning

tthe government clamped down ¥
or30 years.: 5

Principal Apartheid

political’ parii
majorjty-rule constitutio

‘Apartheid” tradition was statutorily defined and enforced in |94% and
to power and proceeded (o impleément the policy in pgactice by means

already explained how the Black people of South Africa would be

soil conservation and general sgriculture, ‘Permanent urban blacks
would be placed in separate residential areas and wonld be provid

Reblan Jotan)

MUSTU M

it was largley due to the Apartheid slogan that the National Party came |
of legislation. Before the 1948 election had taken place, Malan had !

affected. Reserves would be retained and hopefully enlarged. Instruction fors
would be given to peasant farmers regarding scientific farming methods, &

THE EVENTS THAT

FOLLOW APARTHEID:
HIGHLIGHTS IN SOUTH
AFRICA’S HISTORY.
‘1931 TO 1994

and for the dissolution of the Country's
10 black self-governing homelands, The
U.S. repeals sanctions against South
Africa.

Jan. 29-Feb. 2, 1994
Mandela and de Klerk officially launch
their respective election campaigns.
Mandela presents the ANC's campaign
manifesto detailing the group's
economic-reform proposals. .

March 13-31, 1994
The leader of the Bophuthatswana
homeland, who opposed the election
accord, is deposed by South African
government forces. A state of emergency
is declared in the K
following upsuges o 0.
53 people are killed in gun battles in
Johannesburz during a protest march by
Zulus demanding that KwaZulu be'
excluded from the elections. -~

“ - April 19,1994
The Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party,
which has 'been blamed for inciti

wiolence in its KwaZulu
-agrees fo_

in the electio

Apri

Legislation

L. AdNo.SSofIode T

Prohibition of Mixed Marriage Act

L ActNe. 3% of 1950 -

. amorality Amendment Act -
ActNo. 30 of 195G

Population Registration Act

. Aot No. 411950

.. . Group Aveas Act . .-

. ActNo. 46 of 1951 ©

‘Sepesate Representation of Voters Act -

ActNo. 52 of 1951 I
Prevention of Hlegal Sguatting Act .~
. ActNe.6Bof1951 . -
Banta Authorities Act .
" ActNo 67 of 1957
Natiyes (Abolition of Passes.and €Co-

. ordimation of Documerts Act)

Act No, 47 of 1953

AN

- Reservation-of Seperite Ameities Act

< Act No. 19 of 1954

Natives Resetifement Act -
o ActNo. 69 of 1955 -

" Croup Ageas Development Act
< AcNe §of 1956 0 s
fatives (Prohibition of fnterdices) Act -
. ActNo. 34 of FO59 -
Bantir Investinent Cotporanon Act
: . ActNoe. 3 of 1961

_« Colounred Persons Commugal

P ReservesAct. .« 0
AcENe 3Fof 1961 -~ . .

Pmse 'w&ﬁoﬂ;afCoiémedAmgs‘Aet !

with B, improved housing schemes, = ST En
All m temporary labonrers would

i AetNo. 794#1961
Utharl Barite Councils Aot



List of Gandhiana items available for Exhibition Purposes

1. Video Cassettes :

a. The Making of the Mahatma/Shyam Benegal (Director)

b.

Mahatma : Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, 1869-1948 (An
abridged version)/Gandhi Films Foundation

2. Audio Cassettes :

a.
b.
C.

Bapu ke Priya Bhajan (vernacular)
Speeches of Mahatma Gandhi and Devotional Songs
Gandhi Darshan : Mahatma Gandhi’s Vision of Life (2 vols.)

3. CD-ROM

a.

4. Books
.

NS

Gandhi : Apostle of Peace and Nonviolence

Nonviolence : Contemporary Issues and Challenges/Mahendra Kumar
(Ed.)

2. Quotes of Gandhi
3.
4. Conflict Resolution Through Non-Violence : Role of the Universities/

Conflict Resolution and Gandhian Ethics/Thomas Weber

K.D. Gangrade and R.P.Mishra. Vols.1 & 2

Peace, Non-Violence and World Order (Gandhian Perspective)/
J.S.Mathur

Gandhian Model of Development and World Peace/ R.P.Misra (Ed.)
Dimensions of Peace and Nonviolence : The Gandhian Perspective/
Dr Anima Bose

Contemporary Crisis and Gandhi/ Ramashray Roy (Ed.)

. Gandhi & The Future of Humanity/ Ramjee Singh (Ed.)
10.
11.
12.
13.

Gandhi Between Tradition and Modernity/ Madhuri Wadhwa
Gandhi and the World Order/ Ramjee Singh (Ed.)

Exploring Gandhi/ Manmohan Choudhuri

Facets of Mahatma Gandhi : Non-Violence and Satyagraha/ Subrata
Mukherjee (Ed.). Vol.1
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- The Indian Trouble. A
POSITION AT VERULAM,
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General Lukin Intcrvicwc(i.

———

Strikers Back on the Estates.

e

No Need for Any Alarm..

Tpon his veturn

fil 5
e

) from asd
In;.v;ht, General Lukin granted an interview
o novepresentative of the “Mereury” at
the Hotel Bdward. e explained the posi-
tion very hriefly. '
- Yesterday o certain. number of the Ine
linns on the estates  vefused to  work.
’l l"c-.\' adtempled to get into Vernlam,” he
Brid, “hut were turned baek by the police.
There were some 1,000 strikers assembled
in Vernlam.  These were got back to their
teapeetive estates by the SAMR., and dew
tochments have been stationed bt theso
estates to prevent intimidation, and alan
ts proteet property. Tt is hoped that’
the men will bo kept on the estates; in
fect, they will be kept on the catates, and”
new the only qiestion is: Will they re-
tvin to work?” g S

General Lukin informed  our  veporter
that there was no disturbance nt Veruiam,’
and. that there is no need for any alarm.
whatever, ” He added that to him it ap-
peared that 00 per cent. of the men did
not know what they were out for. ;

The SAMR., he said, would Dbe rein-
fereed to confine the men to their own.
eainfes, in ease they should show any fur..
ther intention of marching dr intimidating’
blher Tadiaus, At 5.45 yesterday the tis-
%:-mhly of Indians at Verulam’ Knd been
Hespatehed in charge of the police, and
sveryihing was quiet. ' _—
General Lukin was acecompanied. by Col.
DMarke. commander of the 2nd SAMR,.
and Capt. Clark-Kennedy. staff oflicer to,
General Latkin,  General Taukin 8 remain.:
ing_in Dwban for & day- ot two. "

Vernlam

An Indian Opinion.
} A prominent Indian yesterday expressed
the opinion that the present unrest will’
e on until the £3 tax is repealed. He
stated that no damage whatever would he
lone, but as sgon as the few police tho’
aihoritios can muster ave safely at' one:
spot the trouble will Lirdak out in a- dis-
Irict frowm which the police bave been. yo-

maved, and that the Durban County and|+
South Coant distriets would shortly bel,

‘ealled out? IT¢ was confident that the
imprironment- of® Mr. Gandhi would in no
way tend to end the trouble, for the In-
linns have ample means at their disposal,:
iwhilst the Government-is short both of
noney and men. ST

~Sugar Association Meeting.

A meeting of the Sugar Association wad
seld yesterday, at which the exact position
n regard to the Indian trouble in the
Jmhloti Valley was explained. . The mem.
sers were informed what steps had .beeh’
Aaken within the last few days to deal,
with the mutter. ' The views held by the
nembera of the Sugar Association have
seen expressed to (eneral Lukin, in whose:
sands the matter rests to a great. extent.
No rgs;olution was passed at the meeting.

¥ 'PASSIVE,

e

RESISTANCE,

P

\Mf,,,(landhi Sehtenccd. A
“His Message to the People

- (Frumi a Corrcspondent.i

Hee, With indueing “indefttured immigranta?
to leave the Province. The Court way’
growded with Indians and Burepeaus. - My,
W.o Dalzell-Lurnbull - was  specially  ine’
structed by the Attorney-Genernl to ap-
pear for the prosecution, and My, Advo-
ade J. W, Godlrey appeared  for- M,
Gandhi.  Mr, Gandhi pleaded guilty to the
charges, ) :

Mr. Taenbull read the seclion, and lelt
the matter in Lhe hands of the Magiy-

rate,

My, Godlrey stated that he was uuder an
obligation to the defendant not to plead in
mitigation in any way whatsoever., The
tirewmstanees | which  had  brought My,
jandhi before the Magistrate. were well
known to ali persons, and he was only cx«
pressings the desive of the defendant when
he stated that the Magistrate had a duty;
itn perform, and that he was expected to
Ipertorm that duly fearfessly, and shonld
thercfore noy hesitate to impose the high-
‘est sointence upon the prisoner if he felb
,that the circumstances in the casc justi-
fied it. g . “E
f My, Gandhi oblained the permission of |
'the Court, and made the following state-
‘ment: -~As & member of the profession, and
being au old resident of Natal, he thought
that, in justice to himself and the public,
the should ‘state that the counts against.
¢him were of such a nature that he took the
fcsponhibility imposed upon him, for he be-,

ieved. that . the demonstration for which

hese people were taken ot of the Colony.
vas one for a worthy object.. He felt that]

e should say that he had nothing against

he employcers, and regretted that in thig’

ampaign serious losses were heing causedi
Jo them. He appealed to- the empldyerd]
ils0, and he felt that the tax was one!

#liich was heavily weighing down his coun-,
f;‘yllu‘n, and should be. removkd. e also.
wielt that he was in hionour bound, in view

£ the. ‘position of things between = Mr.

Smutts and Professor Gokhale, to produce i
Ftriking - demonstration. - - He was aware
f the miseries caused to-the women and
albes in -arms.  On.-the.whole, he felt bo
ad not’ gone beyond the principles and
onour of the profession of which: i was.
" member. He felt that he had only dona:
is' duty in advising his comntrymen, and
“was his duty to advise them again, that;
ntil the tax were removed, to leave work!
-gad subsist upon rations obtained - by
parity.  Ile was certain that without sul-
ring it was not possible for them to geb
Geir gricvance remedied.: o T
'The Magistrate shen addressed as-fols!
sva:—In this case the accused had pleaded
ilty to the three counts, and-the scetion)
the law under which the accused was
iarged made him liable to a fine of £20
r. each immigrant he attempted to in-
Auce, . or induced, to lcave .the Trovinces
r. Gandhi was an educated gentleman,
d had the distinction of being a mem
sr of the legal profession, and whatever
had done, he had done with a full know-,
ge of the consequences of his act. ' The:
iglotrate then referred to the conditions
der which Indians were brought into this:
ovince, and the terms they had agreed;
“iipon” for Fémdining here ‘after "the expiry;
of tleir hidentures, Il also referred to
the gcontention of the Indinns regar.dvmg'
Tr.Smnte’s alleged promise to the Indians.:
Nglal.members of Parliament had con-
Aledd to Lhd lax being removed so far
it Irecto(,]."thc women and children, bub/
nbt #ie men. *The Government had, there
fore, not Dbroken faith with the Indians,
and he Delicved this was the. ground upon
which Mr., Gandhi had advised the Indians
to strike. To slrike_wns to defy the law
‘and the Government’s position was that, so-
long as the Indians were out on atrike, it
was impossible for them to consider any
legislation regarding repeal.  The defene,
“danl wag, by his Lhreatening eonduet, only:
bringing ruinafion to ihe men andk h'u'rﬁh-
ness upon themselves. Tle therefore " ad-

Ar. Gandhi was on V¥ridav mornine lasd

viged the Tndians to stop the. pasuive re-
Y P U N | wanwaoaniatiane ta the

|ously affeeted the day’s business. ' Hawkers

¥

The BuropeaniTwvlio Werd al one Wwith the
Indians in requesting the Government fov
the repeal of the tax, . It was a painlol
duty to pass sentenee upon the couduct
of n gentloman like Mr. Uandhi, upon tlis
deliberate contruvention of the Jaw, but
he had o duty teo perform, and Mr. Gode
frey, his counsel had neked him fenarlessly
to perform that duty. The aceused having
pleaded  guilty, he (the Magistrate) ae
cepted that plea. and passed the following
Is(:ni.vnvos:--—-(hmnl, 1, £20, or three months'

impriconment, with lird labour; Court 2,
£20, or three months’ imprisonment, with
hard Iabour, to take-effect upon ihe ex-
| pivation of the sentence in respect Lo
| Gount 1; Count 3, £20, or three monthe’ im--
| prisonment, with hard labour, thia to take
effect upon the expiration of the senlence;
imposed in Count 2, EIE ol

Mr. Gandhi, in a clear ‘and’ calm voice,,
Feaid: “1 elect to go to gaol” 8

A large crowd of friends waited outside
|to see Mr. Gandhi come out. but for some’
'unaccountable reason the-police took tho,
| greatest paing to- ensure ‘secrecy, and no:
bone knew how he was. taken:away. b
[ Mis counsel “visited:-him Jater. -and,?
through him, desires it to he stated that
he was cheerful and confident, and.sends
ns his message to the strikers the follow- ]
Jdng: “No cessation of the strike  without J,
‘the -repeal of ithe £3 tax. - The:Govern-
ment, having imprisoned me, éan gracefnlly
make o declavation regarding:the. repeal” i

FOSRNEEE

S):’mpa.thy'V'Yl;fil.l‘“q_&ilﬂ;dhl:;

. Rand Indians Close Businesscs. -

Johaunesburg, Nov. 12 ‘(Réuler)is~The)
Indians bave closed their places of- husi-g
ness out of. sympathy withMr. Gandhi.
On the produce market the 'decision seri-

did not buy . at the auctions, with 'the re.;
sult that the stalls are paeked with uns;
sold vegetables, -Tlouscholders «in~ toway
and- particularly along .tho~Reef, were in;
consequence inconvenienced, .00 . -

4

——

- “Hunger Strike” in City Gaol.

- Information has been received from Mar-;
itzburg to the effect that on Monday ibe;
Indian passive resisters in guol there went
on & “hunger strike” owing to the nons
supply of ghee as a portion of itheir foods
+ Representations ‘were made to the Gov-f
érnment by Maritzburg and " Durban- lu-
dians, and the result was-that yesterdny.
the Maritzburg gaol authorities received]
instructions from leadquarters.to supply;
these prisoncrs with ghee, 80 ‘that -tl\ei
Lfroublc in that connection. is now ended. 3

Lol o wnded e
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" VERULAM QUIET. A:GAIN..‘L_ -
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Indians Back on Estates, I

A . o s
 But Still Not Working. . -
Peace” and quictness ence more reign at,
Verwlam, The strikers who congregatels
dthere during the first three days of the!
week have been seént baek to their quarters:
by the poliee, and the tranguillity whieh !
fusually surrounds the town hae desecnded |
by o blessing upon its people. When CGeneral
Houkin wave orders on Wedaesday alternoon
ifor the Indians to be escorted to their re-
tapeetive plantations in batelies, and he
Hitile parties showed theiv backs, the ju-
jhinbitants breathed with deep velief,
i So elleelive was the earrying out of
“General Lokin’s jastruetious, that order
itae ennn pamnleielv veatared inc Usenlang

=



" The lndnanTr;)ftrlll;lzzwv1

- as

POSITION AT VERULAM

1 '

Gencral Lukin lnlcrvicwc(f.

.

Strikers Back on the Estatcs.

———

No Need for Any Alarm.

Upon his return from - Vernlam . Insd
trhi General Imkin granted an interview
o o rvepresentalive ol dhe “Mevenry” ab
he Hotel Bdward,  le explained the posi-
ton very hriefly.

CYesterdny oo cortain. number of the In.
inna on Jhe eslates tefused  to work,
Pey attempted to pgel'into Verulam,” ho
nidy “bub were Lurned back by the police,
liere weve some 1,000 sirikers assembled
P Verwdam, These were got hack to their
crpective ealates by the SADMR, and dee
achments have been atationed b theso
stafea to prevent intimidation, and alao
o prolect property. Tt is loped that
he men will bo' kept on the eatntos; in
ret, they will be kept on the catates, and
ow the only question st Will they re-
v to work?? ) d
General Lukin informed  our  yeportep
Pnt there was no disturbanee ol Veruiam,
nd that there 8 no need for any alnrm
Latever.  He added that to him it ap-
cared that 90 per cent. of the men did
ot know what they were out for,

The SAMR., he snid, would be reine
sreed to confine the men to their own.
atntes, in ease they slonld show any fur-.
ber infention of marching or intimidating’
ther Todiaus, At 5.45 yesterday the ds-
rmbly of Indians at Verulam’ ?:Ml been-
espatehed in charge of the police, and
verviling was quiet. ’ "
Genernd Lukin was accompanied by Col,
farke, commander of the 2nd RAMR,
nd Capt. Clark-Xennedy. stafl officer to’
ieneral Latkin,  General Taikin is remaine
g in Darban for a day- or two,

J
a
)

|
[

An Indian Opinion.

A prominent Indian yesterday expressed
lie opinion that the present unrest wil'
o on until the £3 {ax is repealed. He
tated that no damage whatever would he
one, hitt as sgon as the few police the
atthorities can muater ave safely at one.
pot the trouble will Liréak out in a-dis-
vict from whieh tho police have been. re.

wved, and that the Durban County and |

outh  Coanl districts wonld shortly be
ealled out.”  Tle was confident that the
mprironment of Mr. Gandhi would in no)
qay tend to end the trouble, for the In-)
ians hnve ample means at thelr disposnl,:
rhilst the Uovernment-is short both ol

joney and men,

. ¢ . 1 . !
Sugar Association Mecting.

A meeting of the Sugar Association wad
eld yesterday, at which the exnet position
1 regard to the Indian trouble in the
fmhloti Valley was explained. . The mem-
ora were informed what steps had beefi’
nken within {he Iast fow days to deal
‘ith the mutter. - The views held by the
wmbera of the Sugar Associatlon” have|
cen expressed to General Lukin, in whosey'
ands the matter rests fo a great cxtent..’i
(9 resolution was passed at the meeting. |

“, 'PASSIVE.
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RESISTANCE,
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1. ¥ was his duty to advise them again, that,

" Mr, Gandhi Sentenced, -

“Tlis Message to the People

e

" (From s Correspondent.) .
AMr. Gandbi was on ¥ridav mornine loa|

Hee, With indideig “ifdeittved " smmigrants?
to lemve the Province. The Court way
prowded with Tndinng and Buropeans, - M,
AV, DalzellTawenbull  was  specially  in-’
stracted by the Altoraey-Genernd Lo ap-
penr for the prosecution, and Mr. Advo-

awte Joo Wo Godfrey appeared  for My,
tandhic - Mr, Gandhi pleaded guilty to the
rharges, ) a

My, Purabull rend the seclion, and left
the matter in the handys of the Magis-
frate, . :

Mr. Godlrey stated that e was mwler an
obligntion to the defendant not to plead in
mitignlion in any way whatseever,  The
vhreumstanees . which  had brought My,
Gandhi before the Magistrate, were well
kuown to all persons, amd he was onty ex-
prexsinggs the desive of the defendant when
ne stated that the Magistrate had o duty
'tu perform, nnd that he was expeeted to
Jpertorm thatl duly fearlessly, nnd should
Pherefore not hesitate to jmpose the high-
test sentence upon the prisoner if lie felt
(that the cirenmslances in- the casc justi-]
jhed it.
. Mr, CGaudhi obtuined the permission of
"the Court, and made the following alate-
‘ment:--Ax a member of the profession, and
being sn old. resident of Natal, he thought
that, in justice to himsecll and the publie,
he should state that the dounts against
him were of such o nature that he took Lhe’
fcspouuibility finposed wpon hibm, for he be-
ieved. that the demonstration for which

hese people were taken ont of tho Colony

‘as one for a worthy object.. He felt that)

o should say that he had nothing against

e employers, and vegretted that in this

ampitign serious losges were heing cnused:

o them. e appenled to the empldyers
,&l,‘sn, and he felt that the tax was ono:
“hich wus heavily weighing down his coun-’
‘iﬁ-ymon, and should be. removbd.  1lo also!
wfelt that e was in hionour bound, in view

£ ihe- position of things between = Mr.’
Smuls and Professor Gokhale, to produce o

triking demonstration. - Jle:wag aware

f the miseries eaused to the women and

abes in arms.  On_the whole, e felt ho

ad not’ gone beyond the principles and
onour of the profession of which: he wns.

“member.  He felt that he had only dona:

is duty in advising his dountrymen, and

“lhtil the tax were removed, to leave work’
.§nd subsist upon rations  obtained - by
iarity, 1le was certain that without sul-
oring it was not possible for them to get:
reir grievance vemedied. 7 ‘
‘The Magistrate dhen addressed as-fol
wesi—In this ease the accused had plendcdd
ilty to the three counta, and the seclion

' the Jaw under which the nccused waa
warged made him liable to a fine_of £20
r ench immigrant he attemipted to in
uce, or induced, to lcave the Provineos
r. Candhi was an edacated gentleman,
hd hLad the distinetion of being a mem:
v of the legal profession, and whatever
had done, he had done with a full know-
ge of the consequences of his act.” The:

- diglstrate then referred to the conditions
der which Indians were bronght into this
ovince, and the terms thry had agreed?
“iipon Tor Témaiiing here ‘afler ™ the expity
of their hidentures, Ile alao referred to
the geontention of the Indinns rcgn.r'd-mg
Mr.Smuts's alteged promise to the Indians.
Na(ul.meyﬂmrs of Parliament had cqn-‘
sefiled? to Lhd tax being removed so far
it ffTecteg, the women und children, bub,
nol e men. *The Government had, tl}ex‘e-
Afore, not broken faith with the ludians,
and he believed this was tho. ground upon

which Mr, Candhi had advised the Indians

long as the Indians were out on atrike, it
was impossible for them to consider any
logislation regarding repeal.  The defene |
“dant wag, by his threatening eonduel, only:
bringing ruinntion to the men anl h'n‘rﬂl\-
ness upon themselves. lle tl!(‘rnfo,re ad-
vised the Twdiang Lo stop {lie passive re-
Vh en el mealen wanwnanntatinng to 1l

to strike, 7o plrike_was to defy Lhe lnw
‘and the Governienl's position was that, #o.

.|'onaly affected the day’s business. :liawkerq

. I . . .
The JsiropésndTiviio Werd pl”gud With {ha”
Indiang in requesting the Government for
the repeal of the tax, Tt was @ pminlul
duty Lo pnss sentenea upon the conduet
of a gentlemnn ke Mr. Gandhi;-upon tha
deliborate contruvention of the Jaw, hut
he had o duty to perform, and e Gode
frey, his counsel had nsked him fearlessly
to perform that duty. The accused Tving
plended guilty, he (the Magistrate) ace
copled thnt plea. and pnased the following
senlenees: —Count 1, £20, or threa monthy
impriconment, with lard labour; Court
{20, or three months’ haprisonment, with
hard fabour, to take effeet upon the ex-;
pirntion of the sentence in  reapeet lo
Count 1; Count 4, £20, or three months’ im-
prisonment, with hard lahour, thia to take
effect upon the expiration of the senlence;
imposed in Count 2. S
. Alr. Gandhi, in & clear and ealm voiee,,
Usaid: 1 eloct Lo go to gaol” ;
I A large crowd of friends waited outsile
to aee Mr. (GGandlhi come out. but for some!
[ unnecountnble yeason the police took tha,
greatest pains to ensure ‘sscreey, and no
fone knew how Jie was. tnken - nways .
His counsel visited: him  Jaters - amd,!
through, Dim, desires it to be stated that:
he was cheerful and confident, and sends
as his message to the strikers the follow-
dAng: “No cessation of the strike without
‘the .repeal of the £3 tax. - The:Govern.
Jment, having buprikoned me. éan’ gracefnlly,
make « deelnrvation rc-qurgling:.t!\g&,'1'upvnl.”
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Sympathy with Gandbi, >

. Rand Indians Close Businesscs.-

Johannesburg, Nov. 12 (Reuler).~The
Indinns have closed their pluces of busi-4
ness out of sympathy with Mr. Gandhi.
On the produce market the 'deejsion scri-’

did not buy at the auctions, with -the re-.
sult that the stalls are preked with une
sold vegetables,  Householders -in town,
and pacticularly along tho-Reefs were in)
consequence inconvenience_d.. ot R

- YHunger Strike” in City Gaol.
~ Information has been received from Mar-;
itzhurg to the effect that on Monday the
Indinn passive resisters in gnol there went
on n “hunger strike” owing to tlie. nou-,
supply of ghee as a portion of Aheir food.

Representations -were made “to the Gov-
ernment by Maritzburg and " Durban  iu-
dinns, and the result was-that .yesterdiy
the Maritzburg gaol autborities received
inatructions from headquarteds to supply;
these prisoners with ghee, " 80 ‘that the
trouble in that connectlon-is now cnded. ﬂ
Lf.;—t-'-‘v'—-‘-‘--"“*“" e el (AR et e e )

/l/‘fzr//(\}'/,IQ/'j.' _
Trie Tndian Trouble™]
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. VERULAM QUIET AGAIN..
. Indians Back on Estafes,

——————

‘But Still Not Working. . =~

Peace” and quictness once more reign at,
Verwam. e nirikers who congregated:
Athere during the first three days of ihel
week have been sent back to Lheid quartevs”
thy the police, and the tranguillity whijen )
fusually surrounda (he lown hae deseended
fas o blessing upon ity people. When General
Wakin wave orders on Wednesday afternoon
for the Indians to be escorled to their re-
Fepeclive plantations in batelies, and  the
Plittle pagties showed theie baeks, the -
Dubilants breathed with deep relief,

i So ellective was the earvying out of
“Heneral Imkin's jostruetions, that erder
itvna eann eamnlobelv rerfared inc Vernlan.






