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- Rashtrapati Bhavan
—_— el ! New Delhi-4
S | August 17, 1968
'8 7o :

| am glad to know that the Diréetorate of Advertising and Visual Publicity
is bringing out its “Prestige Diary” for 1969 on the theme of Gandhiji. It
is but appropriate that the diary to be brought out in the Gandhi Centenary
year should be devoted to the life and work of the Father of the Nation.

The core of Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings has relevance for all ages. Today,
the world is standing on the brink of a precipice. The production and
accumulation of diabolic weapons of mass destruction have endangered the
very safety of human life and civilization on' this planet. The only way out
of this terrible catastrophe is to follow the path of love shown by this Apostle
of Non-Violence. '

In our national affairs too, we require more than ever before - Gandhiji’s
teachings of fearlessness, non-violence, self-reliance and unity. We have often
strayed from his ideals but | have no doubt that, if we are to survive as a
strong and united nation, we have to imbibe the essence of his teachings.

| hope this pictorial diary with its paintings, photographs and.sayings of
Gandhiji will be a useful addition to the growing volume of Gandhian literature.,

e ———— e
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GANDHI MAHARA)

We who follow Gandhi Maharaja’s lead
have one thing in common among us:

We never fill our purses with spoils from the poor
nor bend our knees to the rich.

When they come bullying us

with raised fist and menacing stick, -
We smile to them, and say:

your reddening stare
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THE LIGHT HAS GONE OUT

...... The light has gone out, | said, and yet | was wrong. For the light that shone
in this country was no ordinary light. The light that has illumined this country
for these many many years will illumine this country for many more years,
and a thousand years later, that light will still be seen in this country and
the world will see it and it will give solace to innumerable hearts. For that
light represented something more than the immediate present, it represented
the living, the eternal truths, reminding us of the right path, drawing us

from error, taking this ancient country to freedom............

He has gone, and all over India there is a feeling of having been left
desolate and forlorn. All of us sense that feeling, and | do not know when
we shall be able to get rid of it, and ‘yet together with that feeling there
is also a feeling of proud thanksgiving that it has been given to us of this
generation to be associated with this mighty person. In ages to come,
centuries and may be millenniums after us, people will think of this
generation when this man of God trod the earth and will think of us who,
however small, could also follow his path and probably tread on that holy
ground where his feet had been. Let us be worthy of him. Let us always be

SO. ..

Jawaharlal Nehru
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The Charkha—*the hope of the masses”
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Pure drinking water for all
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Scavenging “‘a necessary condition for village service
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Universal adult franchise
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Panchayat in every village
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Dandi March-—Nandalel Bose
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A Cooperative bank—symbol of thrift and mutual help
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Donating jewellery for a good cause
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Another Crucifixion
—William Dandanderes Hendritz
(Johannesburg)
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Lift irrigationto water the ﬁélds

Tt § faamd

A2e2200909999%

A

TERRERS




~I

MONDAY

8
TUESDAY

9

WEDNESDAY"

10

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

12

SATURDAY

I3

SUNDAY

APRIL 1969
T W Th

1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24




fees r Jergre e o csse JUJUUJI U edUUUdUddeseenescecee
A R4 #..Ilﬂua f
vf..; ?t.... __H _
....t.w....y....u..ﬁ A

AP nlaﬂdr.
..fﬁgm.rﬂs '
- a?‘s‘! % ‘
. .
Aty

i J" »
¢w- - x&_’.’ ."o..fﬂwf.‘
4-’? . J s =5 W

.

pith N Wby
[ 3 S 3
ARt AL r”ﬂ -
[ S T S c\sh
., . . -l
- ('dr- J
i %" -

| 3
8 10 1
I7 18 19

M T W Th F
2
7 9
14 15 16
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

APRIL 1969
27 28 29 30

Y TEY

6
13

4
3
.
14

MONDAY
15
TUESDAY
16
WEDNESDAY
17
THURSDAY
i8
FRIDAY
9
SATURDAY
20
SUNDAY



Where work is worship
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The fruit of labour
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Tea—a major exchange earner
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Made in the village for Jawans




The village potter
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Weaving bamboo for mat
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Woeaving hand-spun yarn—the symbol of Non-violence




Handsome is what handsome does
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Valve grinding—A cottage industry
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Nutrition for the under-nourished
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Electricity for rural homes
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“Serving the lepers is the highe'st form of Ahimsa
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Carrying the torch forward
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1869

1876
1881
1883
1887

1888
1891

1893

1894

1899

1903
1904

1907

1910
1913

1914

1915

1917

CHRONOLOGY OF MAIN EVE.NTS IN GANDHUI'S LIFE

October 2: Born at Porbandar (Gujarat). Son of Karamchand and
Putlibai Gandhi.

Admitted to Primary School at Rajkot.
Joined High School! at Rajkot.
Married to Kasturbai.

Passed matriculation examination .and joined Samaldas College at
Bhavnagar.

Sailed for London to study law.

Passed London Matriculation. Enrolled as barrister. Sailed for India.
Made efforts to practise law in India.

Sailed for South Africa in response to an offer from Abdulla and Co.
to work as their legal adviser.

Enrolled as advocate of Supreme Court of Natal.

Founded Natal Indian Congress to carry on agitation against
discriminatory legislation.

Formed Indian Ambulance Corps to nurse British wounded soldiers
in Boer War; awarded war medal.

Opened law office’ in Johannesburg.

Founded Phoenix Settlement near Durban. Settlers consisted of
Europeans and Indians, Hindus and Muslims. Started a journal,
“Indian Opinion”. _ '
Organised Indian Ambulance Corps during Zulu Rebellion.

Led campaign against Asiatics Registration Bill introduced in
Transvaal Assembly.

Organised passive resistance movement against.Registration Act or
“Black Act”.

Founded Tolstoy Farm near Johannesburg (Transvaal).

Led epic march of over 2000 Indian coal-miners and workers on
sugar plantations in protest against ill-treatment of Indians in South
Africa. ' '

Suspended ‘passive resistance movement,’ following an agreement
with General Smuts.

Left South Africa for India.

Founded Satyagraha Ashram at Kochrab near Ahmedabad; in 1917
shifted it to Sabarmati.

From Sabarmati Ashram, led Satyagraha to remove grievances and
sufferings of peasants at the hands of indigo planters in Champaran
(Bihar); arrested and later released.
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1919
1921
1922
1924
1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1936
1937

1940

1942

1944
1945

1946-47

1948

Launched nation-wide civil disobedience campaign in India in protest
against the Rowlatt Act. Outbreak of violence in several towns.
lJallianwala Bagh tragedy. Satyagraha suspended. ‘

Campaigned for complete boycott of foreign cloth.

Sentenced to six years' imprisonment for preaching disaffection
towards the British government. Released in 1924.

Began 2|-day fast for Hindu-Muslim unity. Presided over Congress
Session at Belgaum. :

Lahore Congress Session. Complete independence became goal of
the Indian National Congress-on his advice.

Started from Sabarmati with 78 followers on the historic salt march
to Dandi, near Surat. Broke the salt law. Was arrested; hartal
all over India. Over 1,00,000 people were jailed.

Released from prison. Gandhi-Irwin Pact signed. Sailed for London
to attend the Round Table Conference. Returned to India.

Arrested in Bombay and interned in Yervda Central prison. Began
fast unto death in protest against MacDonald’s Communal Award
separating the untouchables from the Hindus. Broke fast on Govt.
of India’s acceptance of his demand. Released from jail.

Shifted to Satyagraha Ashram at Wardha. Started from Wardha on
the [0-month Harijan uplift tour.

Resolved to make Sevagram his headquarters.

Presided over Educational Conference at Wardha and outlined his
scheme of Education through Basic Crafts.

Launched Individual Satyagraha asserting Right of the freedom of
speech.

August 8. Congress passed *“Quit India” resolution. Gandhiji led
nation-wide Satyagraha Gave the slogan “Do or Die”.

August 9. Arrested and imprisoned in Aga Khan Palace at Poona.
Death of Kasturbai Gandhi.

Simla Conference. Gandhi advised Congress Working Committee
on talks with Viceroy Lord Wavell.

Arrival of the British Cabinet Mission; Gandhi against the Partition
Plan; Calcutta killings and riots in East Bengal; toured riot affected
areas in East Bengal; 'went on fast at Calcutta in furtherance of
his mission of Hindu-Muslim Unity.

January 13. Went on fast unto death in New Delhi for communal
unity.

Janu);ry 18. Broke his fast after receiving pledge signed by members
of Peace Committee. Bomb thrown at his prayer meeting.

January 30: Assassinated.
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A SOVEREIGN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

India is a Sovereign Democratic Republic, with a parliamentary form of
government based on universal adult franchise. The executive authority is
accountable for all its decisions and actions to the people through their
elected representatives in the Union and State legislatures. ’

The country has a written Constitution which came into force on January 26,
1950. Its preamble incorporates the resolve of the people of India to secure
for all citizens, ‘‘Justice-social, economic and political; Liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship; Equality of status and of opportunity;
and to promote among them all Fraternity assuring the dignity of the in-
dividual and the unity of the Nation™. '

Citizenship and Franchise

_The Constitution provides for a single and uniform citizenship for the
whole of India. It confers the right to vote on every person who is a citizen
of India and who is not less than 21 years of age on a fixed date and is not
otherwise disqualified under the Constitution or any law of the appropriate
legiSlature on the ground of non-residence, unsoundness of mind, crime or
corrupt or illegal practice.

Citizens have been granted seven categories of Fundamental Rights: Right
to Equality, Right to Freedom, Right against Exploitation, Right to Freedom
of Religion, Cultural and Educational Rights, Right to Property and Right to
Constitutional Remedies. The. Fundamental Rights are justiciable and any
citizen can move the Supreme Court for their enforcement.

The Union

India is a Union of 17 federative States and 10 Centrally-administered
Union Territories, with the President as the Head of the Union and the
Governors as the Heads of States. The President is elected by the elected
members of both Houses of Parliament and Legislative Assemblies of the
States for a term of five years. All executive authority of the Union, including
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the Supreme Command of the Defence Forces formally vests in the President
and all executive actions of the Government are taken in his name. In the
exercise of his functions, the President is aided and advised by a Council of
Ministers (i.e. the Cabinet) with the Prime Minister as the head. The Cabinet
finally determines and lays down the policy of the Government. The Cabinet
is collectively responsible to the Union Parliament.

The Indian Parliament consists of two Houses. The Upper House, called the
Rajya Sabha, consists of not more than 238 elected representatives. of States
and Union Territories and 12 members nominated for their special-knowledge
and practical experience in the fields of literature, science, art and social
services. The Lower House called the Lok Sabha consists of not more than
500 members elected from territorial constituencies in the States and not
more than 25 members representing the Union Territories. All laws are
enacted by Parliament, whose consent is also necessary for the levying of
taxes and sanctioning of government expenditure.

The States

The States, like the Centre, have a parliamentary system of government.
The Governor of a State is appointed by the President and is aided and advised
by a Council of Ministers headed by the Chief Minister. The Council works
on the principle of collective responsibility and is accountable t6 the Legislature
of the State. Most State Legislatures have, like the Union Parliament, two
Houses: The Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council.

Judiciary

The Supreme Court of India consists of a Chief Justice and not more than
thirteen Judges appointed by the President. There is a High Court in each
State which stands at the head of the State’s judicial administration. Each

High Court consists of a Chief Justice and a number of judges appointed by
the President. .
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EXHIBIT 3

On his return journey to India, Gandhi stopped at Durban, where
the local Gujarati merchants enlisted his aid to prevent the passing,
as Act 25 of 1894, of a bill that sought to deprive 251 Asiatics of the
parliamentary franchise.

Protest meetings followed and a petition was forwarded to the
British government. On 22 May 1894, the NATAL INDIAN
CONGRESS was established, with Gandhi as the first Honorary
Secretary. The membership fee of £3 per annum confined
membership largely to the merchant class, who until then had been
completely inactive in political affairs. However, despite Gandhi’s ;
protests, the bill was redrafted and finally approved as Act No 8 of
1896.

At this stage, Gandhi’s political philosophy was quite simple: to
uphold the principles of British democracy, to abolish discrimination
in any form and to achieve this by non-violent means. Gandhi
returned to India, delivered lectures on South Africa and published
the “Green Pamphlet”. However, his compatriots in Natal urged him
to return and by chance, perhaps fate, his political career began
inauspiciously.
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In commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the for

“Where the choice is set between cowardice and violence 1 would advise
violence. I praise und extol the serene courage of dying without killing. Yet
| desire that those who have not this courage should rather cultivate the art
of killing and being killed, than basely to aveid the danger. This is because
he who runs away commits mental violence; he has not the covrage of
facing death by killing. | would a thousand times prefer violence than the
emasculation of a whole race. | prefer to use arms in defence of honour
rather than remain the vile witness of dishonour.”

— Mahatma Gandhi: Declaration on question.
of the use of violence in defence of rights.
~ (published Guardian 16.12. 38) ;

This year the world joins in commemorating the centenary %ﬁﬁgﬁhé gned Sg&gié‘% ég?éﬁﬁ
of one of the greatest men that ever lived = Mohandas : ) -
Karamchand Gandhi. It is also the 75th year of the foun- It is only natural that in this anniversary most attention will
dation by Gandhi of the Natal Indian Congress, which was  be paid to the role and contribution of Mahatma Gandhi
later part of the South African Indian Congress. All its main  to the independence.of mighty India. Yet no South African
leaders are virtually proscribed by the Fascist government . can forget the year 1893 when Gandhi landed at Durban.
of South Africa. It is a commentary on the situation in South  The future Mahatma was a young foppishly dressed English-
Africa that it will constitute a serious risk to the people of trained barrister who had come to South Africa to handle
our country to endeavour to pay any proper homage to the  his first big civil case. It did not take long for Gandhi to
memory of Mahatma Gandhi because of possible retaliation  discover'that he was.a member of an oppressed.community
by the goverament. ‘The ruling Fascist party has always and he was treated to all the insults and even beatings
hated everything Gaondhi ever stood for. ) that non-whites were subjected to.
i He was about to return to India in 1894 when at the fare-
“-well party held in his honour someone handed him a copy
r of the Natal Mercury. The Natal Legislative Assembly had
been debating a new .law.to disfranchise Indians. Gandhi
agreed to stay in South Africa o-little longer to help fight
this new law. As it happened he was to remain in the coun-
‘try dhother twenty years before he returned to India in 1914.

s

The Legacy of Gandhi

Like all great historical figures Mahatma Gandhi was a
very controversial man. For centuries men will try and
assess the true legacy of Gandhi. But what cannot be
doubted is that he moved millions upon millions of people
into action. for freedom and dignity against imperialism.
Gandhi himself considered all his work ‘a "search for truth”.
In fact he called his autobiography *The story of my ex-
periments with truth”. It is not necessary for our purposes
to examine Gandhi's philosophical views which derived
largely from his religious beliefs, The main field of Gandhi's
activity lay in politics. And it i§ here that the role of the
Mahatma is to be sought.

Spoce does not allow us to give an account of Gandhi's
struggles in South Africa. But he led the Indian people in
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Natal Indian Congress by Mahatma Gandhi

At the beginning of June, 1961, after a long and anxious assessment of the
south African situation, I, and some colleagues, came to the conclusion that
as violence in this couniry was inevitable, it would be unrealistic and
wrong for African leaders to continue preaching peace and non-violence at
a time when the Government met our peaceful demands with force. This
conclusion was not easily arrived at. It was only when all else had failed,
when all channels of peaceful protest had been barred to us, that the
decision was made to embark on violent forms of political struggle, and to
form Umkonto We Sizwe. We did so not hecause we desired such a course,
but solely because the Government had left us with no other choice.”

— Nelson Mandela: in his speech during the Rivonia Trial, 1963-64.

demonstrations, marches, strikes and passive resistance
campaigns which involved courting imprisonment. Gandhi
himself did not like the phrase passive resistance and
argued strongly against its use to refer to campaigns he
led. He preferred the word ''Satyagraha” which meant soul-
force. The real point is that he organised the masses of the
people in struggles which had to be strictly non-violent.
There is no doubt that Gandhi’s campaigns both in South
Africa and India showed that there was tremendous po-
tential in his method for rousing the masses and organising
them. Yet the method also caused undue power to be
placed in the hands of the leadership to curb and take
away the initiative of the masses if they so wished. Mass
negotiation and compromise
seemed the essence of the Gandhian political method. To
disarm the masses in the face of an enemy determined to
rule by force is a problem that Gandhi never really resolved
except by extremely abstruse reasoning.

B i ! N I TTIL Y. e
Yislence not ruled sul

Perhaps it was when confronted by such phenomena as
Fascism and imperialism that Gandhi had to concede that
there were circumstances in which violent struggle would be
justifiable. It is overwhelminly in the literature of the im-
perialist world that one finds unqualified non-violence as
the specific contribution of Gandhi to political method. No
doubt we will be hearing nothing else from the imperialists
during this centenary year.

But Gandhi himself felt that violence was preferable to
cowardice and dishonour. More than this no serious re-
volutionary has ever put forward. Every freedom fighter
would prefer to achieve liberty and social progress by

_ Peaceful means and histary has proved thot the masses
have generally been patient almost to a fault before
resorting to armed struggle.

South Alvico After Gondhi

After the departure of Gandhi to India in 1914 a deep void
existed in the Indian political scene; the African National
Congress had been formed two years earlier. Although he
had been in the country twenty years Gandhi’s links with
the African people had been slight. Years later Gandhi
was to express regret at this, On the other hand some revo-
lutionaries have felt that it was not on entirely unhappy
mistake as it meant the African liberation movement never
absorbed some of the more unacceptable aspects of
Gandhian philosophy.

But even among the Indian people the absence of Gandhi
left a vacuum which was filled by an opportunistic leader-
ship. The militant mass activities were obandoned. In their
place were endless conferences, compromises, court cases
and retreats,

Tt is the events in !ndia’ which now became the centre of

attraction. It was from there that a new generation of South
African politicians gained the inspiration to resume once
more the Gandhi tradition. Of these young men the most
outstanding was Yusuf Dadoo, a well-known Communist,
whose assumption of leadership in the South African Indion
Congress Mahatma Gandhi himself approved against the
protests of conservative elements in the comniunity. In fact
Dr. Dadoo was for many years Gandhi's personal corres-
pondent on South African offairs. Another was Dr. GM.
Naicker, President of the Natal Indian Congress, who has
been and siill is a staunch Gandhite. .

The historic victory over Fascism by the Soviet Union and
other countries in the Second World War laid the basis for
the great advance to national liberation and independence
in India, China and many countries of the third world.

The Dadoo-Naicker leadership of the South African Indian
Congress haod a platform which differed somewhat from
that of Mahatma Gondhi thirty years earlier. Yet it was
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The Late Chief Lutuli who until his death

was President of the A. N. C. ;
Peopies Congress.

widely acclaimed as a return of the Gandhi tradition. The
SAIC now called for unity of all the oppressed people in
South Africa, militant mass struggle and international
solidarity with all peoples fighting for progress in the world.
In 1946 the Passive Resistance struggle was louched by the
SAIC against the so-called Ghetto Act which introduced
restrictions on the owernship of kand by fndians. Thousands
participated in this campaign. Although there was much
admiration for the Indian commiunity the other oppressed
people did not participate in the campaign. In the same
year the great Miners' strike of Africans took place which
helped to remove the sense of isolation of the SAIC
campaign’ :
From then it followed naturally that the trend should more
and more lead to co-operation among the oppressed. In
1947 the leaders of the African National Congress and the
SAIC signed a pact of co-operation on common issues. This
was cemented in the great campaigns:for the Defiance of
Unjust Laws and the Congress of the People. In 1955 the
Freedom Charter became the common programme of all
the progressive organisations in South Africa.

During the discussions on the campaign. for the Defiance
of Unjust Laws there had been some debate on whether or
not the Gandhi ideas and methods were being followed os
a principle. In the result the Gandhi methods of civil
disobediance, hartal, forms of mass organisation were
borrowed from. But the ideas of Satyagraha in’ the
Gandhian mould were rejected as not being in accord ‘with
the specific situation.

The Advance of Fascism

The attitude of the Foscists to any forms of struggle inclu-
ding those of Gandhi were ‘ciequy indicated in the
monstrous Suppression of Communism Act of 1950. It was
“communism” in South Africa to prosecute any struggle by
the kind of methods used by Gandhi and the penalties for
“advocating” such methods carried a penalty of ten years
imprisonment. As more and more repression was forced on
the people of South Africa the question of new forms of
struggle came to the fore.

It was Nelson Mandela now serving life imprisonment on
Robben Island who gave clear and public voice to the

12

The Late Jimmy La Guma who at the time
of his death was President of the Coloured

Dr. G. M. Naicker, banned President of
the Natal Indian Congress.

widespread feeling that non-miltary methods of struggle
had reached the end of their tether. This was in May 1961.
By December of that year Umkhonto We Sizwe (the Spear
of the Nation) announced its formation. The preparations
for armed struggle began which culminated in the begin-
ning of guerrilla war in Zimbabwe in August 1967. The
guerrilla war will grodually develop until the whole Southern
Africa becomes a,theatre of fierce armed revolutionary
wars.

P . .
Gandhi Contradicted?

The main blow of the Gandhian campaigns was directed at
those forces which dominate other people. He was a Na-
tionatist and. patriot. Yet he showed considerable concern
for the- conditions and welfare of the village peasants of
India. Many of his ideas seemed to lack revolutionary con-
sistency aithough it is now suggested that he was limited
by the forces and colleagues who surrounded him in the
leadership of the Indian Congress. He stood for unity and
refused to take.up any attitude of hostility to ideas which
he did not accept such as Communism.

In the light of his life and work the South African revolutio-
naries consider that in taking up arms against the Fascists
they are not acting in contradiction to Gandhi. On the
contrary the armed struggle is a challenge to all those who
prefer freedom to cowardice to join in the fight.

When Gandhi died at the hands of a religious fanatic in
1947 Jawacharlal Nehru said “a light had gone out”. For
the people of South Africa who had special links with
Gandhi the tragedy had a particular poignancy.

Today under the shadow of the Fascist terror machine, a
few people might repair to the settlement at Phoenix,
inanda, just outside Durban. Some cultural activity on
a small-scale might be arranged. it is not easy to imagine
more happening. With thousands of activists and leaders
imprisoned, and countless others underground, and fight-
ing as guerrillas the anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi might
pass by with barely a ripple in South Africa. This will be a
purely surface condition. If the masses were to be free to
do so they would commemorate the life of Mahatma in a
fitting manner, We have not forgotten his example.
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; : CONFESSION OF ERROR IS LIKE A BROOM THAT SWEEPS AWAY DIRT AND LEAVES THE SURFACE
i - ' N .
g CLZANER THAN BEFORE
'RESTRAINT IS THE LAW OF OUR BEING .FOR HIGHEST PERFECTION IS UNATTAINABLE WITHOU'
HIGHEST RESTRAINT

IT IS A SIN TO BRING FORTH UNWANTED CHILDREN,BUT I THINK. IT IS A GREATER SIN TO

- AVOID THE CONSEQUENCES OF ONES CWN ACTION

SERVICE CAN HAVE NO MEANING UNLFSS ONE TAKES PLEASURY IN IT. WHEN IT IS DONE FOR

SHOW OR FOR FEAR CF PUBLIC OPINICN,IT STUNTS. THE MAN AND CRUSHES HIS ~SPIRIT

MILLIONS HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES IN THE NAME OF RELIGION DOWN THE HISTORY OF
MANKIND AND CN THE COCCASICN OF THE CENTENARY OF THE BIRTH OF MAHATMA GANDHI ‘
WE SHOULD LIKE TO COMMEND TO THE PEOPLE TH® UNIVERSAL RELIGION THAT HE TAUGHT-
~THAT ALL RELIGIONS ARE BUT TRIBUTARIES TO THE ONE GREAT RIVER OF TRUTH

India of my Dreams

I shall work for an India, in which the
poorest shall feel that it is their country in
whose making they have an effective|
voice; an India in which there shall be no |
high class and low class of people; an ;—J
leia in which all communities shall live
in perfect harmony. There can be no room

the curse of untotich |

'in such an India for f
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g“?ﬁ%ﬁ --do&zs'i;btrcome from physical capacity. It comes from an indomitable
T B8 -

'becomes what he believes himself to be. If I keep on saying to myself
cannot do a certain thing, it is possible that | may end by really becoming
- incapable of doing it. On the contrary, if I have the belief that I can do it, I shall
E: capacity to do it even if I may not have it at the beginning "

F A
gl

. s

m one of the many means for intellectual development, but we
n the past intellectual giants who were unlettered.”

v

end of 'ei‘llv.ldntion, or even the beginning.”
SR

ir

ru {saty t'jﬁpli.es'-love, and Firmness (agraha) engenders and therefore serves

y, the force which is born of truth and love or non-violence ..*

_;' -!' B
;-t?l;.at'ﬁibute of the soul, and, therefore, to be practised by everybody in
airs of life. 1f it cannot be practised in all departments, it has no practical

3

d cy is that under it the weakest should have the same
unity as the strongest.”

force. 1thus began to call the Indian movement “satyagraha’; that

“Nonviolence .. is the only thing that the atom bomb cinnot destroy. Idid not
move a muscle when I first heard that the atom bomb had wiped out Hiroshima

On the contrary, I said to myself, Unless now the world adopts nonviolence, it will
spell certain suicide for mankind.” s ithy

“I claim that human mind or human society is not divided into watertight é(_);rﬁbart-_-
ments called social, political and religious. Al act and react upon one another.” ~

“Joy lies in the fight, in the attempt, in the suffering involved, not in the victory A _
itself.” : 7 1

the machine.”

“It is beneath human dignity to lose one’s individuality and become a mere cog in-

“Birth and death are not two different states, but they are different aspects of the
same state.” : £ o

“Liberty never meant the license to do anything at will.”

“In mass civil resistance leadership is essential; in individual civil resistance every
resister is his own leader.” ]
“Disobedience, to be civil, implies discipline, thought, care, attention.”

“Nonviolence is the greatest force at the disposal of mankind. It is mightier than
the mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the ingenuity of man.”

“If we have listening ears, God speaks to us in our own language, whatever that ;
language be.” o

“If we will take care of today, God will take care of the morrow.”

“A man with a grain of faith in God never loses hope, because he ever believes in.
the ultimate triumph of Truth.”

“The better mind of the world desiresbtoday not absolutely independent states - : j;’
warring one against another, but a federation of friendly interdependent states.” ..., !

-

“As soon as the spirit of exploitation is gone, armaments will be felt as a positive
unbearable burden. Real disarmament cannot come unless the nations of the world
cease to exploit one another.” ‘
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QUOTATIONS FROM GANDHI

ON-VIOLENCE IS THE GREATEST VIRTUE,COWARDICE THE GREATEST VICE

PUNISHMENT DOES NOT PURIFY ; IF ANYTHING IT HARDENS CHILDREN

PUBLIC OPINION ALONE CAN KEEP. A SOCIETY PURE AND HEALTHY . _
ANGER AND INTOLERANCE ARE THE TWIN ENEMIES OF CORRECT UNDERSTANDING

I DO NOT SEEK REDEMPTION FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN,I SEEK TO RBE REDEEMED

FROM SIN ITSELF

~ * CONFESSION OF ERROR IS LIKE A BROOM THAT SWEEPS AWAY DIRT AND LEAVES THE SURFACE

CLEANER THAN BEFORE
RESTRAINT IS THE LAW OF OUR BEING .FOR HIGHEST PERFECTION IS UNATTAINABLE WITHOUT

HIGHEST RESTRAINT
«e.. WHAT MAY BE TRUTH TO ONE MAY

~ TRUTH...... IS WHAT THE VOICE WITHIN TELLS YOU.
¢ BE UNTRUTH FOR ANOTHER s
: |

.
I .
A |

|
- E .o E: . |
Gandhiji To Dandi, To Defy The Salt Law. !

Gdﬁahiji?"GEee"fs‘ The Crowd
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QUOTATIONS FRCM GANDHI

DRUGS AND DRINK ARE THE TWO ARMS OF DEATH

NON-VIOLENCE IS AN ACTIVE FORCE OF THE HIGHEST ORDER

I HAVE AN UNDYING FAITH IN THE RESPONSIVE HUMAN

NATURE

EVERY HOME IS A UNIVERSITY AND THE PARENTS ARE THE TEACHERS

NEVER GO BEYOND YOUR CAPACITY THAT TCO IS A BREACH OF TRUTH

COMMUNAL HATR'ED IS PERHAPS THE WORST KIND OF LEPROSY IMAGINABLE
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Gandhiji Garlanded In Cape Town f
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‘Before smnnE To England 1914
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»_Gondhiji Wearing Straw Hat

i

MY  NOTION CF DEMOCRACY 1S THAT UNDER IT THE WEAKEST SHOULD HAVE THE S.m

OPPORTUNITY AS THE STRONGEST

‘A SYSTEMATIC STUDY CF ASIA’I‘IC CUI.TURE IS NO LE.,S ESSENTIAL THAN THE STUDY
“OF WESTFRN 'SCTENCES . :
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* QUOTATIONS: FROM GANDHI

COWARDICE IS THE GREATEST VICE
THE FOUNDATION OF RELIGION IS RESTRAINT

i“'\ = . .
' GOD IS EVEN THE ATHEISM OF THE ATHEIST
! ‘ %
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" Condhiji In Dutban  ~ GOD SEEMS TO BE AS CRUEL AS HE IS MERCTFUL

WSIC HAS GIVEN ME PEACE..... I CAN REMEMBER OCCASIONS WHEN MUSIC INSTANTLY
‘ WQUIILIZED MY MIND ; WHEN I WAS GREATLY AGITATED OVER SOMETHING MUSIC HAS

OUR AIM SHOULD BE TO ATTAIN THE MAXIMUM OF HEALTH BY
ALL LEGITIMATE MEANS ; WE SHOULD NOT BE CONTENT HEREL!

TO LIVE ANYHOW

CO-OFERATION THAT NEEDS CONSIDERATION IS A COMMERCIAL
CONTRACT D NOT FRIENDSHIP - E




QUOTATICNS FROM  GANDHI

' HATRED LEADS TO DESTRUCTION

WE MUST NOT LOSE FAITH IN HUMANITY

g HATE IS THE SUBTLEST FORM OF VICLENCE K Gandhiji Aged 7
DEFEAT CANNOT DISHEARTEN ME. IT CAN ONLY CHASTEN ME |
REAL SUFFERING BRAVELY MELTS EVEN A HEART OF STONE
. TO TRUST IS A‘VIRTUE. IT IS WEAKNESS THAT BEGETS TRUST
HAPPINESS DEPENDS ON WHAT YCU TAN GIVE,NOT ON WHAT YOU CAN GET
THE GOLDEN RULE IS TO ACT FZARLESSLY UFON WHAT ONE BELIEVES TO BE RIGHT

I LIVE FOR INDIA'S FREEDCM AND WOULD DIE FOR IT,BECAUSE IT IS PART OF TRUTH»

|71 THE SEEKER REALIZES THAT HE WHO WENT ON DFSTROYING OTHERS DID NOT MAKE. READWAY
BUT SIMPLY STAYED WIFRE HE WAS »WHILE THE MAN WHO SUFFERED THOSE WHO CREATED
- DIFFICULTIES MARCHED AHEAD ,AND AT TIMES IVEN TOOK THE OTHERS WITH HRIM

?

— - - -
= e

. genérations to come, it may be, will scarce believe that such a one
-as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth”

Albert Einstein ]
. 4
|

at wheha man has no weaP"“
‘th vay out, h ‘should tﬂk“;
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RELIGION AND POLITICS

"To see the universal and all-pervading spirit of Truth face to face one -
must be able to love the meanest of creation as oneself. And aman who
aspires after that cannot afford to keep out of any field of life. That is
why my devotion to Truth has drawn me into the field of politics; and .
I can say without the slightest hesitation, and yet in all humility, that
those who say that Religion has nothing to do with politics donot know
what Religion means." ‘ : M.K.Gandhi
oo s =
"8o long as my faith burns bright, as Thope it will even if I stand alone,
I'shail be alive in the grave, and wha is more, speaking from it.
Non-violence is not a cloisteted virme. It is no impossible ideal. It is
capable of being practiced by the millions because it is the law of our
species ... It is the soul force witllin every human being. It is man’s
prerogative and birthright. The path of true non-violence requieres

much maore courage than violence. A

Freedom -
We want freedom for our country], !
_not at the expense of or for the e;(p 3;7 -
tion of others, notso as tg déf;; eo ? o
untries. I want the ee
' izunbyso ﬂ;atotizercounmesma{ée;;; |
something fromm 1y freecountry,

ight be
the resources of my country migh

utilised for the benefit of mankin

» * , 'B
My love, therefore, of nfatza:atlfan;t,he |
that my country may die, so that £1€
human races may live. 1
ere.
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For me Truth s the sovereign principle, which
includesnumerousother principles.This truth
isnot only truthfufness in word, but truthful-
ness in thought also, and not only therelative
truth of our conception but the Absolute
Truth, the Eternal Principle, that is God.
The seeker after Truth should be humbler
than the dust. Only then,and pot till then, will
he have a glimpse of Truth.

Truth is like a vast tree, which yields more
and more fruit the more you nurture it. The
deeper the search in the mine of truth the
richer the discovery of the gems buried there,
in the shape of openings for an even greater
variety of service.Inthemarch towards Truth,
anger, selfishness, hatred, etc naturally give
erwise Truth would be impossi-

2 % 8 i i - - a
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"NON - VIOLENCE _

Non-violence is the law of our species as violence is the
law of the brute. The spirit lies dormant in the brute
and he knows no law butthat of physical might. The
dignity of man requires obedience to a higher law - to
the strength of the spirit.

Non-violence is a power which can be wielded equally
by all - children, young men and women or grown-up
people, provided they have a living faith in the God of
Love and have therefore equal love for all mankind-.
When non-violence is accepted as the law of life, it must
pervade the whole being and not be applied to isolated
acts. ' v . s
The very first step in non-violence is that we cultivate
in our daily life, as between ourselves, truthfulness,
bumility, tolerance, loving kindness. : :
Non-violence is an unchangeable creed. It has to be
pursued in face of violence raging around you. ]
My non-violence does not admit of running away from

ear ones un protected between | -
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| principel.disabilifiiessThe licés
‘neing measure is being @nf@r@@@i
with a severity unknown bsfomsn |
. In the .. Orange . River . (olony
the . Indian -has. no... foobting
except... as purely and simple &
labourer. S
.There is. this marked ~die=’
tmncﬁion-.worthy. .of ..... note
between the. Uepe — Natel legiss
lation.and the.Republican legle=
lation, namely, that. while. the
former,..in theory,- is..applicable
40 all nationalities, the lattexr
is especially.direeted against |
the Asistiocs.as such. e
. Strong popular ...pre judice
has practically kept the Indian
from the other parts of Brmtlsh‘
South Afrioa. : o M
Socially - and. popularly, the
Indian. is a. pariah - in ..some

places, less so than in:olhers.*
'He is .nicknamed "COOllB"c

In fact. popular prejudice ; has
portrayed him.as a "filthy. - bes= “
ing", . without any virtue. The

prejudice, it must be‘oonfegged,

has become much <toned down
in Neteal. - The strugegle
geems to be fiercest in ~ the
Transvaal.

"M INDLAN OPINION!' 4.6..1993

(PIRST EDITORIAL)

'Britlsh South Afrmca, loy@l,smbmz*
- jects. though they .are...of. the
King = Emperor, labouraunder,un

. The . Ind;ans 9 resident

number of legal . .;aiaabilixies
which, .. it is: cantested. ongth@im
behalf, are undeaervad and - ' une-
Just. The reason for. this pbate
of. affairs is to be. found 1n the
prejudice.in +the. minds . of . the
colonists,.arising’ out . of misunp
derstanding - the ..actual.. status
of .the.Indian.as.a.British. . sub-
:]ec'tz.e..‘.‘.. 082000000000 0080800 000

L In. the‘mranavaal .- Herx
Majesty's Governmenx ine
'herited the legislatlmn~@f the
late. Republice,which is natural-=
1y very drasitic.. I ia OW.. . be=
ing reoonsidered, and the “whole
of.it will be. recast mn the not
'very distanx future.-;;@r;

However,A as. the yokéxwfalia

; most heavily upon -Indiens. . -din

the newly. annexed. territorieag

it is = worthwhile.. recapliulate

ing .the.Répﬁb}icanvlegislat;one
In ‘the Transvaal the . Indian

| cannot trade,or.reside,.or. ‘jown
| landed.propexrty,,.excepfiiin loca~
tions.set aslde forxr hime . He
imust pay a reglstratlgn fes of
& 3. He may ‘not be oubt. after
9 pem. and may not walk on the
,footpathg. These the

are;fkgu
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Valiamina;a 16-

year-old girl, who died 5 days

_after her release from prison,

symbolises the essence of the Satyagraha
(scul/truth force) of 1913 - 14, which forced the

racist regime of generals Botha and Smuts to
negotiate: a settlement with the small Indian community.
Born in 1498, she was the first child born to the Mudliar
family, who were pioneer settlers in the Transvaal.

Valiamine.'s father was very ill whex she and her mother
volunteered to participate in the last phase of the
Satyagrata. On 29 October 1913, mother and daughter
joined a party of women and travelled from the Transvaal
to Newcastle and- then on to other communities,
promoting; the passive strike and ‘Satyagraha’. Valiamina
went to Charlestown, Dundee, Ladysmith, Dannhauser,
Pietermaritzburg and Durban, before recrossing the
Transvaal border at Volksrust. It was here that she was
arrested on 22 December, for crossing the Transvaal
border anc. for breaking an Asiatic law- she was sentenced
to 3 months imprisonment with hard labour.
She was foverish when she was jailed and her condition

Font as used by Gandhi in a special
publication of the original Indian Opinion

P

Salutz'ng those who lost their lives in

the name of passive resistance

Miss VALIAMINA MUNUSWAMI MUDLIAR

rapidly deteriorated in prison. The prison authorities
offered release and encouraged her to return home, but
she refused.She was released on 11 February 1914,
after the provisional agreement between Gandhi and
General Smouts and she was suffering greatly. She arrived
home from Natal, with her mother, on February 20th.
The next day her father was allowed to leave the hospital
to see his wife and-daughter. It was the last time he saw
Valiamina, as she passed away on Sunday, 27 February
1014, The funeral took place barety a few hours after
her death. -

The martyrdom of Valiamina symbolises the great role
played by women in the Satyagraha. Indeed, one of the
greatest achievements of Gandhi in South Africa and
Tater in India, was to bring women.info the political
movement and into the resistance. Valiamina’s héroism
is also symbolic of the rale of the ‘common’ people in
the struggle. As Gandhi remarked at a farewell meeting
in Durban, on 9 July 1914: ‘In the midst of the Satyagraha
battles, were Indians born here .and among them,
particularly the poor and the simple people, rendered
great services. The rich were busy getting richer’.

St

Valiamina, standing 1st from the left, along with other believers

in the struggle, was jailed for three months

From left to right are those who have died in
the name of Passive Resistance:-"

» Mr Harilal M. Gandhi
(Eldest son of M.K. Gandhi)
* Mr Hajee Hoosen Dawad

* Mr S. Nagappen

s Mr Narayasamy

» Mr Harbatsingh

from left to nght:-

Pictured with his

wife and child, Soorzai
was one of the strike
victims.

Widow and sons of
Selvan, a free labourer,
shot dead during the
strike. The eldest son,
Antonimuthu, suffered
three bullet wounds.

Widow and orphan of
Pachiappen, an Indian
striker on the Coast shot
dead during-the strike.
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Martyrs For The Same Cause -

e il .
"Gienerations to come will scarce believe:
thai such a man as this, in flesh and blood,
i ever walked upon this earth."

- Albert Einsten —

On 30 January 1998, the Nation observed Gandhiji's fiftieth
death :anniversary. With the death of Mahatma - the ‘Father of
Nation’, the plory of the nation had departed, As the then Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru said in his broadcast on ‘All the
India Radio’: "The light, has gone out of our lives and there is
darkness everywhere. Our.beloved leader, Bapu as we called
him, tae Father of our Nation, is no more..The light has gone
out, I aid, and yet I was wrong. For the light that shone in this
‘country was no ordinary light. The light that has illuminated
this country for these many years, will illuminate this country
for many more years, and a-thousand years later, that light will
still be seen in this country".

Syl T iy 7, 1948

T
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72445 After Rajendra Prasad showed Gandhiji the charter signed
by all the leaders and getting confirmation from the leaders themselves
that they swear fully to carry out his commandments, Gandhiji took
his first sip. At the age of 78, Mohandas Gandhi accepted his first
nourishment after existing for 121 hours and 30 minutes on lukewarm
water and bicarbonate soda. Maulana Azad, a Muslim, took the
glass of orange juice with glucose in his hands and raised it to
"Gandhiji's lips. .

= S

T THE SAME FATE

the article was finiished and Bapu sat with his devoted disciples to
chat.

Before sleeping Bapu told Manu that, "if an explosion took place,
as it did last week, or somebody shot at me and I received his bullet
on my bare chest without a sigh and with Rama's name on my lips,
only then, should you say I was a true Mahatma. This will benefit
the Indian people." ‘

s

S s 5
Gandhiji was very happy as he got the most important news that
Jinnah hes softened his stand and has finally agreed to welcome his
old political foe to the soil of Pakistan. The decision aroused a
soaring sense of purpose and vigour in Mahatma Gandhi. He was
very keen to go to Pakistan. .

oy 20,

ng .. The murder of Gandhiji was the brainchild of
Narayan‘Apte, a Hindu fundamentalist, from Pune, who published
the newspaper ‘Hindu Rashtra’, Apte had decided to hide the time
bomb against the outside edge of the brick wall behind the Birla
House, near the prayer gathering, The explosion would create panic
and this'-would give them the chance to assassinate the Mahatma.
At that point Digamber Badge, a petty arms trafficker, would open
fire on Gandhiji ffom almost point-blank range. ]
ng . There was chaos in the killers’ plan. On the prayer
ground, Gandhiji was speaking to the crowd. His voice-was so weak,
that Sushila Nayyar had to repeat each phrase he said to the crowd."
And when Sushila was repeating "If we cling to the excellent
decision taken with God as our witness, we shall rise'to a much
higher moral plane...", the time bomb was detonated by Madanial
Pohwa. It created confusion in the crowd and Gandhiji was pleading
to them to be calm and settle down, and was saying that the explosion
was just the army having some practice. At the last moment, Badge
had no intention to open a fire at Gandhiji as he thought that his
business was to sell the arms and not to use them. Avoiding his
group's-attention, he disappeared in the crowd. Madanlal was arrested
as one woman had seen him lighting the bomb and she pointed him
out to an air force army. The other members of the conspiracy were
dejected by their failure and decided to get away from the ground
as fast as they could. By this time everything was settled on the
prayer ground. Gandhiji expressed his views that, "I may start for
Pakistan now. I the government and doctors permit me, I can start
immediately.” On the other side, the police were interrogating

=[h

« Madanlal, where they got some important clues, eg: there was a

group. of seven members who were involved in the plot to kill
Gandhiji and the description of Godse that he ‘was an editor of
Rashtiiya:or Agrani Marhatta language newspaper. By this time the
other killers had already fled and were on their way to Poona; After
20 Janiary. the security around Gandhiji ‘was tightened.

i AR S iy B, 1945
D.W.'Mehra, a Delhi police officer; was given the responsibility of
protecting Gandhiji. But Gandhiji refused to have any protection
at the prayer ground and said, "Rama (Lord Rama) is my only
protection, if He wants to end my life, nobody can save me, even
if a million of your policemen were posted here to guard me." But
the officer convinced Gandhiji that he would be personally present
in all his prayers in civilian dress. .

77455 As many Hindu, Muslim and Sikh refugees dragged each
other cut of trains and killed one another, Mahatma Gandhiji began
-an indefinite fast - the last fast of his life. :

had no strength

Due to ﬂ1e ifast, Gandhiji's health de:teriorated. He

to wall: or even sit up unsupported. But Gandhiji was firm. He said,
"Do not be worried on my account. He who is born in this world
cannot _escape death." The doctors came to the conclusion that
Gandbiji conld not survive on his fast for more than 72 hours. His
weigh! was just 107 pounds.

A
Despite
He dictated to his secretary, Pyarelal Nayar, a seven-point charter
of the zoiditions he wished fulfilled if he was to end his fast, That
night (3andhiji's condition was very serious. His pulse was weak
and irregular Gandhiji was asleep when Pyarelal Nayar came in
and shook Gandhiji's shoulders and then showed him the charter
the Peace Committee signed. But Gandhiji was not satisfied as it

lacked signatures of two leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha and the Ind

RSS aid-said that he will not break the fast till everyone signed it.

* 5 pm on Jahuary

his-critical state, Gandhiji's mind remained crystal clear. - -

-Madanlal Pohwa's 54-page confession was ready and signed by
him. In his confession he had mentioned Godse and Apte's paper

'~ Hindu Rashtriya and that it is located in Poona. But the Delhi police

were very slow in their action. On the other hand, the killers were
planning to get Gandhi before the police got hold of them.

ariaciny 25, 12

s
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s

and Karkare fixed
30, to assassinate Gandhiji at the same place -
Birla House, where their first attempt had failed. And it was decided

%W? Nathuram Godse, Narayan Apte

i that it will be Godse who would kill the Mahatma,

was his i4st
future

Gandhiji spent the whole evening in finishing what
article. The article outlined Gandhi’s vision of India's
-had outlined a new constitution for the Congress Party.
iad said that Congress must disband itself and change into
evak Sangh (LSS). He also expressed his hope that the
, which-he said was irrelevant as a political force in new
ia;-would give 700 000 villages moral, economic and social
independénce. For achieving this goal, Congress would
have to.withdraw itseif from power. At 9.15 pm,

ol To fR"L

the Lok' S
Coqgré

L’a—.v_; -Is'ianJ

MUSE UM

08400 The last day of Gandhiji's life. Gandhiji handed over the
LSS draft to Pyarelal Nayyar to go through as he had written under
tension ‘and maybe there were some mistakes. Gandhiji weighed
109 pounds. He had gained two pounds since he finished his last
fast 12 days ago but was still suffering from a terrible cough.

/UA.?O:Gandh.iji began his Bangla lesson. During his Noakhali
visit in 1946, he had started learning Bangla. Meanwhile; the killers
were giving final shape to their conspiracy to assassinate the
Mahatma. Nathuram Godse came up with a idea to £0 to the prayer
ground wearing a black shawl and with an old-styled camera so that
he could shoot Gandhiji while pretending to take a picture. They
went down on the street to search for a camera but then they came
to 2 conclusion that the plan was bad as hardly ariyone used the old-
styled cameras any longer. Then they come up with the idea of
buying a burqa and that Godse would pretend to be burga-clad
Muslim woman and thus could get in for a close shot. They bought
the burga but Nathuram found it very uneasy when he wore it. He
thought firing from under might lead him to miss the target. So even
this idea was dropped. Finally Narayan Apte came with a simple
but deadly plan. They decided that Nathuram should wear a loose
and long shirt so that he can hide his pistol in the pocket of his
trousers and so went to the market znd purchased it.

@/fé - At Birla House, Gandhiji was meeting many visitors,

But the most important meeting was yet to take place. A meeting
which would save a split in Congress and which would bridge the
differences between his two disciples Nehru and Patel. Gandhiji
had convinced Vallabhai Patel to withhold his resignation and that
three of them (Gandhiji, Home Minister Vallabhaj Patel and Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru) would sit down together and thrash out
the differences.

76400, While Gandhiji was talking to Vallabhai Patel to avoid
the split, Abha, came with his evening meal of goat's milk, boiled
vegetable and orange juice. After his meal, he sat on his spinning
wheel, still talking to Patel. Nearby, the killers were wandering in-
the gardens beyond the room where Gandhiji turned his wheel.

77470, Gandhiji was late for his prayer. Abha and Manu were
scared to interfere in their conversation, but finally Manu. gestured
at his watch. Gandhiji glanced at his old watch and said to Patel,
'It's time for me to go to God's meeting". With Abha and Manu, his
two great-grand-nieces and walking sticks, Gandhiji went towards
the prayer ground. Gandhiji was upset for the delay and said to
them, "You are my watches, why should I consult 2 watch? I do not
like this delay at all. I cannot tolerate even one minute's delay for
prayers."

Godse was nervous, but determined to accomplish his task. Manu
$aw a astout young man in a khaki dress advancing. Godse took the
pistol from his pocket.and bowed. as if to touch Gandhiji's feet.
Manu thought he wanted to touch Gandhiji's feet, and so she bent
forward and murmured, "Brother, Bapu is already ten minntes late”.
At that instant, Godse pushed Manu aside and before she could
react, he pulled the trigger three times. All three of the bullets passed
through the slender body ‘of Gandhiji. The idol of non-violence
could only gasp, "Hai Ram!" before slumping on the ground.

77%47. The news of the assassination of the Mahatma reached
Louis Mountbatten and his first reaction was; “Who did it?” He
told Campbell-Johnson that if it really was a Muslim, Indja was
going to live through one of the most ghastly massacres the world
would ever see.

78400 An ‘All India’ radio broadeast simply said: "Mahatma

‘Gandhi'was assassinated in New Delhi at twenty past five this

afternoon. His assassin was a Hindu." The last sentence was included
by order, from Lord Mountbatten . With this, the slaughter had been
avoided and it now left India to mourn.

Gandhi’s
wife, who
supported him
to the end

et o page 27
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-which had to be

to cultural centre

By Sashni Pather

THE soon-to-be-erected Ma-
hatma Gandhi Cultural
Centre in -Mountain- Rise,
Pietermaritzburg, will house
The Gift, a Ronald Harrison
painting, recently donated to
the - Gandhi ©~ Memorial
Committee.

This once controversial artist is
probably best known for his 1962
piece which portrays Chief
Albert Luthuli as the Black Christ.

This painting which is often
described as South Africa’s most
acclaimed paintings, illus-
trates an almost life-size
Luthuli as a Christ fig-
ure sufffering at the /°
hands  of " two /
Afrikaner.“centuri- /-
ons”. The painting,
smuﬁgled out of
South Africa, was
brought back into
the country after 35
years in 1997,

According to Mr
Dasarath Bundhoo of \_ -*
the Gandhi Memorial \_
Committee, “The theme
of The Gift is that God's gift
to the world was Mahatma
Gandhi and Mahatma’s gift from
God was his wife, Kasturba. The

ainting shows Gandhi and

sturba on the palm of God’s
hand. ,

“It_recently formed part of an
exhibition of Harrison’s work in
Cape Town and was bought by a
member of the Plessislaer Arya
Samaj, Umanﬁljohn, who in-turn
donated it to the the committee,

The chairman of the Gujarati
Vedic Society, who are funding
the building of the centre, Kay
Makan said,”The plans for the
Mahatma Gandhi Cultural
Centre are in the process of being
finalised and we are presently
attempting to generate funds for
this ambitious project.”

The painting will take pride of
place in the centre’s museum and
the Mahatma Gandhi Library
will inlude various books and
memorabilia on the Mahatma.

He said that the laying of the

.................................

foundation stone was to have
been done by the grandson of the
Mahatma, Gopalkrishna Gandhi,
on his visit to South Africa when
he was to receive a honorary doc-
torate. from the Univeristy of
Natal.

“Unfortunately Mr Gandhi had
to cancel his visit due to prob-
lems being experienced in the
Indian government. We are now
looking for someone of the same
calibre to be part of this historic
occasion” Makan told The Leader.

The centre is to be built in
Royston Road, Mountain Rise.
Meanwhile, another por-
trait of Gandhi will be
auctioned at the
Durban Art Gallery
to raise funds for
the KZN A Very
\)pecial "~ Arts
Project, - which
enables nine dif-
ferentially-abled
children to travel
to Los Angeles
where they “will
erform.

he portrait, done
by talented 27-year-
ol Yusaf  Vahed,
received accolades at last

year’s Ustav Exhibition.

Yusaf, who is the son of Farouk
Vahed, Master of the High Court
in Pietermaritzburg, recently had
his drawing of Gandhi sitting
cross-legged, sold to an overseas
buyer.

Even though he admits that
Eartin with one’s work is quite
hard, he adds, “I felt that since
Gandhi made such a sterling,
immortal contribution to all of
humanity, my small gesture
would be appropriate.

The programme in Los Angeles
called A Very Special Arts, starts
on May 23 and runs for a week.

”Whj{; it is difficult to attach
any financial value to an art
work, I hope the public keeps in
mind. the dreams of these chil-
dren when they make their bid”
said Vahed.

For “further information call
Uma Prakash on 22 2624 “or
Sherene Timos on 208 8204.
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Bapu could be your - ticket to India %<

win two return air tickets to India?
Then write the best essay on Ma-
hatma Gandhi and you could be winging
your way to the land of the Taj Mahal,
sandalwood, silks and spices.

To commemorate the 125th birth anni-
versary of “Bapu”, as Gandhi was affec-
tionately called, and the first anniver-
sary of Air India’s inaugural flight to
this country, Tribune Herald, in conjunc-
tion with the airline, is running the
Gandhi Essay Competition.

All primary and secondary school
pupils are eligible to participate.

Attention scholars! Do you want to

To enter, submit an essay based on
any aspect of his life, of no more than
600 words, with all three different pic-
tures of Gandhi to appear in the logo.
Today’s is the first. And remember, en-
tries without the pictures will be disqua-
lified.

Air India has sponsored two economy

class air tickets to Bombay and one
other destination within India.

Limited accommodation is being ne-
gotiated with a large hotel chain but
cannot be guaranteed at this stage. Trib-
une Herald is not liable to provide ac-
commodation.

Air India which flies to India from
Durban each Wednesday and Sunday
started operating into this country on
October 2, 1993 — Gandhi’s birthday.

All essays will be examined by a dis-
tinguished panel of judges.

Post essays to: Gandhi Essay Competi-
tion, PO Box 47516, Greyville, 4023, to
reach us before September 18.

The Editor’s decision is final. No cor-
respondence will be entered into.

The competition closes on September
18. Family of Natal Newspapers and Air
India employees may not enter.
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Gandhi's press missing

By Juggie Naran
THE last remain-

ing  piece of

Gandhi memora-
bilia at the Phoe-
nix Settlement - a
hand-operated
printing press -
used by Gandhi
himself at the his-
toric centre - has
gone missiné.

Phoenix ettle-
ment trustee, Mewa
Ramgobin,
revealed this week
that the turn-of-the-
century press, left
behind because of
its weight when the
settlement was
invaded and looted
about 15 years ago,
is no longer to be
seen.

The settlement
was torched during
the Inanda unrest
and most of the his-
torical memorabilia
and other items
were either re-
moved, stolen or
burnt.

According to
Ramgobin the press
has been missing
since the middle of
last year and the

matter had been
reported to the
police.

Durban historian

" Hassim Seedat said

the press had origi-
nally belonged to
the one of Southern
Africa’s first black
newspapers, The
Indian Views which
was based in Grey
Street.

Seedat said accor-
ding to Gandhi’s
records, the press
had been moved to
Phoenix Settlement

at that time by ox-
wagon.

He said the only
I;Zerson who may
ave had an inter-
est in the press
would have been a
scrap-dealer.
Anyone with
information linked
to the missing press
is asked to contact
The Leader on (031)
2073220.

Man on tri
murder of

Leader Reporter

A CATO Manor father-of-two, charged w

wife, will stand trial, alon

with two

Durban High Court this week.

49-year-ol

Ajendra Maharaj, and co-

Makatini (38), as well as Constance Hadebe (
of the murder of Jamalmathie Maharaj (44).
In addition, the trio has been charged with:

ing circumstances.

It is alleged that the accused, who experier
decided to kill his wife, with the assistance

According to the indictment, Maharaj. alle
accused to his wife, who were masquera
hand clothing dealers.

;

It is further alleged that Maharaj overpowe
the house and then strangled her to death. -
The indictment claims that Hadebe and
scene of the crime, taking with them jewelle:
Maharaj then informed the police about th
Post mortem results reveal that strangulati

death.
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MAHATMA ‘GANDHI
- T he first blow to
apartheid

—

o
-

The young lawyer in South Africa.

“G_andhi was inevitable. If humanity is to progress, Gandhi
is. lpescapable. He lived, thought and acted, inspired by the
vision of humanity evolving towards a world peace and
harmeny. We may ignore him at our own risk.”

— Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Generations lo come will scarce believe that such a one as
this ever in flesh and blood walked upen this earth.”
— Albert Einstein.

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi had nothing unusual
when he was a boy. He was very shy with no exceptional
talents and went through school as a less than average
student. He was born on October 2, 1869 in Porbunder on the
North Western coast of Gujarai state in India. At the age of 13,
while he was still at high school, according to the custom, he
was married to Kasturbali, an attractive girl who developed in
her later life an infinite capacity for forbearance, strength and
endurance. Gandhi passed through high school with modest
success and had a vague ambition of becoming a medical
doctor but this was never realized. At the insistence of an
uncle he embarked on his law studies in London in the year
1888 because an English degree in British India obviously
seemed to bring success. In England Gandhi tried to mimick
the life style of an English gentleman but soon gave it up. He
realized that it was his character that would make a

by Mansukh P Shah

gentleman out of him rather than the external attributes. He
turned a new leaf and became a serious student. He
cultivated the habit of reading newspapers and studied Latin
and French in addition to pursuing his legal studies at the
Inner Temple.

Gandhi read many books on the advantages of a vegetarian
diet and his sentimental attachment to vegetarianism became
a matier of conviction. From vegetarianism to religion and
philosophy was an easy transition. He read Sir Edwin
A.rn.uIdE The Song Celestial, the English translation of the
divine poem Bhagvad Gila - the holy book of the Hindus, It is
held in the same kind of reverence in Hinduism, as the Koran
in Islam, the Old Testament in Judaism and the New
Testament in Christianity.

The teachings of Bhagvad Gita had a profound influence
on Gandhi, especially the folowing verses:

“If one

Ponders on objects of the sense there springs
Attraction; from attraction grows desire,

Desire flames to fierce passion, passion breeds
Recklessness; then the memory — all betrayed —
Lets noble purposes go, and saps the mind,
Till purpose, mind, and man are all undone.”

This holy book afforded him invaluable help in his
moments of gloom and later it became his constant guide for
the knowledge of Truth, and ail his life he tried to live and
practise the message of this scripture.

After three years in London Gandhi passed his examina-
tions, was called to the bar on June 10, 1891, and enrolled in
High Court. The very next day he sailed for home. Back in
India, he did not have any success as a lawyer. Not only did
hle not know how te apply legal principles to particular
situations, his English book learning left him without the
slightest knowledge of Indian law. His colleagues began to
refer to him laughingly as the “briefless barrister”.

Battered by failure, with nowhere left to look for help
outside and full of disappointment, Gandhi’s opportunity
came from a totally unexpected quarter: South Africa. It was
at this point that Gandhi’s life took one of those mysteriously
fruitful turns that some observers like to ascribe to “fate” or
“chance”. Through his brother, a Muslim firm Dada Abdulla
& Co, shipowners and traders, offered to help Gandhi out
with a year’s contract with its office in South Africa. It was a
minor clerical position, well below the salary and prestige his
English education deserved. But Gandhi jumped at the
opportunity. Tt was, at best a job, a chance to gain some
experience and maybe turn his back forever on his bad luck.
In 1893 Gandhi went to a land where the colour of his skin

alone was enough to mark him off for daily contempt and
even physical abuse. He could not have imagined at that
moment that he would spend 20 years of the formative period
of his life there and in the process he would not only
transform the South African scene, but would himself be
fransformed in a dramatic and unpredictable manner. It was
in South Africa that Gandhi found his destiny and true

THIRD WORLD IMPACT SEVENTH EDITION
mission of dealing the first blow to apartheid. He became a
champion of the Indians and “fought” for the rights of his
compatriots. He began to lock on every difficulty as an
opportunity, a challenge which drew out of him greater and
reater resources of intelligence and imagination. He found-
ed the Natal Indian Congress on August 22, 1894 in order to
promote the cause of the Indians and their rights. Tt was also
in South Africa thal Gandhi innovated his famous non
violent resistance — Satyagraha. This is the name Gandhi
gave 10 the new way of overcoming injustice. As Eknath
Easwaran in his book Gandhi the Man explains: "Salyagra-
ha... means “holding on to the truth” or “soul-force”. Satyu
means “truth” in Sanskrit, and comes from Sot, which means
simply “that which is”. The idea behind Sclya is that truth
alone exists; for truth is not what holds good just at a cerlain
time and place or under certain conditions, but that which
never changes. Evil, injustice, hatred, Gandhi argued, exist
only in so far as we support them; they have no existence of
their own. Without our co-operation, unintentional or inten-
tional, injustice cannot continue.” Gandhi succeeded in
getting the most offensive laws to the Indians repealed in
South Africa.

During the Zulu revolt of 1906 Gandhi had been giving
deep thought to the question of Brahmacharya or total self-
control based upon sexual continence and complete absten-
tion. He decided to take a vow of celibacy so that he could
devote all bis attention to the service of his community. With
this vow he accomplished the transformation which would
lead him to becoming known as a Mahatma, a great soul, one
of those half legendary beings who can influence events by
their mere presence, by their sanctity.

Gandhi tested Satyagraha in South Africa for seven years
and showed that it worked even in a foreign land against a
strong and hostile government.In 1914 he returned to India a
seasoned veteran of non-violent resistance, convinced that he
could free India politically from British domination without
war, without violence.

During Gandhi’s long struggle for independence of India
one event deserves special mention — the Dandi Salt March —
for it is comparable to the famous Boston Tea Party leading to
the American War of Independence. The British government
had imposed a law forbidding Indians to make their own salt,
making them dependent on a British monopoly for what is, in
a tropical country, a necessity of life. To Gandhi this
restriction was the classic example of colonial exploitation.
On March 12, 1930 he embarked on the historic salt march to
launch his civil disobedience campaign. Gandhi was 61 then
but he had never been in beiter shape and walked briskly,
covering about 12 miles a day with a large procession behind
him. India and the whole world watched the progress of
these pilgrims of non-violence. On April the 6 Gandhi and
his followers went to the beach at Dandli, a little coastal town,
and with thousands of eyes watching, Gandhi picked up a
pinch of salt in a symbolic gesture, an act which was in direct
defiance of the laws and which was copied by thousands of
simple villagers and city dwellers. The whole country knew
it had thrown off its chains. It was a non-violent and peaceful
campaign and people offered themselves for arrest. The
government was thoroughly shaken by this unexpected
strength and vigour of the people’s power.

Gandhi was arresied innumerable times but imprisonment
did not deter him in the least and be persisted in his non-
cooperation campaigns until the British relented and inde-
pendence Gandhi certainly did ackieve in 1947 from the
British rule. He was shot dead on January 30, 1948 at the
hands of Nathuram Godse, a member of the extreme right
wing Hindu chauvinist group, Rashtriya Seva Sangh {RSS).
Apart from his political struggle. Gandhi was above all a
humanist. He was a social reformer and he urged Indians to
gel rid of the cankers of communalism, untouchability and
many other evils that had crept into Hinduism. His repeated
advocacy of the extensive adoption of the spinning wheel
and his insistence of the use Khadi (hand-spun and hand-
woven cloth) was an integral part of his philosophy for
economic regeneration in rural India.

The totality of Gandhi’s influence is best summed-up in the
words of Mrs Indira Gandhi (no relation to the Mahatma). the
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The Mahalma championed the cause of Indian women.

late Prime Minister of India:-

“Looking back we are better able to realize the full impact
of his personality and of his teaching, though a total
assessment is still beyond us... Not for decades will we be
able to wholly measure the extent of his work for India and
for all mankind. Even so, one cannot but marvel at the turn
Gandhi gave to our history. It was as though with his two thin
hands he lifted up a whole people. What changes he brought
about in the personal lives of such a vast number of people,
eminent and humble alike! To be the prime mover of politics
is ot a greater achievement than to influence so profoundly
the inmer lives of people. Gandhi differs from the forerunners
on the national scene in that he rejected the politics of the
elite and found the key to mass action. He was a leader,
closely in tune with the mass mind, intepreting it and at the
same time moulding it.

«Gandhi freed us from fear. The political liberation of the
country was not the culmination but a mere by product of
this liberation of the spirit. Even more far reaching was the
alteration he brought about in the social climate of India.
Gandhi set us free also from the walls and fetters of our social
tradition. It was his axiomatic assumption of the equality of
women and men, of the supposedly low-born and high-born,
the urban and the rural, that inducted the masses into the
Gandhian movement. In the long history of India every
reformer has fought against the hierarchy of caste and the
debasement of women but no one succeeded in breaking
down discrimination to the extent that Gandhi did. The
women of India owe him a special debt of gratitude.” And
indeed all of us from the Third World owe him a special debt
for it is the Mahatma who inspired us to fight for, and
cherish. independence. The story of his life should teuch
millions at a time when nuclear disarmament and the cry for
_peace and justice is becoming the rallying cause of the
decade. Gandhi’s immortal message from his book An
Autobiography: The Storv of My Experiments with Truth
should always ring in our ears: T have not the shadow of a
doubt that any man or woman can achieve what I have. if he
or she would make the same effort and cultivate the same
hope and faith.” “My life is my message.”

Gandhi's fight for Indian independence was a major
catalyst in the disintegration of the British Empire.
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At last,
an answer to all vour
financial worries.

Own your own bank.

Enquiries
Manny Cotter
Tel: 01-739 2788

Engquiries
Sam Springer MBE
Tel: 01-986 7002

The objectives of the proposed

financial institution are:-

- to establish a financial institution to serve the needs and
requirements of the Afro-Caribbean and other minority
communities in the UK through the provision of High Street
banking facilities, including the taking of deposits and
encouragement of savings amongst members of those
communities;

Benefits

The work conducted to date has identified the following
benefits of establishing the First Partnership Bank:-

- mobilisation of the personal savings of minority
communities to promote growth;

— the attraction of savings from those people currently
‘unbanked’;

— through such an institution, to develop understanding and — the operation of a non-discrimination policy;
positive to the busi develop needs of — the introduction of business practices, skills and
bers of minority who wish to establish or

opportunities to members or minority communities;
expand business enterprises in the UK; - the training of members of minority communities for
- to enhance the expectations of the Afro-Caribbean and ather employment in the banking sector;

minority communities by establishing a financial institution — increasing the minority employment in the wider banking
staffed progressively from b f these it industry;

— to ensure as far as possible, through its financial structure, - lowering of available interest rates by providing an

that such an institution is primarily owned and controlled by alternative to ‘informal’ lending organisations.

the communities themselves; — increasing the available finance for minority businesses.
- to increase wider awareness of the status and economic
importance of the communities;

- to seek to influence the criteria and lending activities of
existing banks by evidence of the success of such an
institution.

IN UNM.TY VO ITH THE COMMUNITY.
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BRENT BLACK
BUSINESS

ADVICE SERVIGE

Starting Up
or
Running Your Own Business

Brent Black Business Advisory Service (BBAS) can help you

g sefvice, Training or Free professional advice on

We provide a Free Counsellin both Start-up situations or Existing businesses

your business requirements for
What We Provide Advice On:

@ How to Develop Your Business.Idea @ Exp.orting o
® Identifying In dli)vidual Needs @ Business Training Courses

i Partnership @ Markefing Strategy
: ll::g;nmclllnligsi: Company/ @ Financial Management
@ Accountingg @® Patents & Licences
@ Banking and Finance 3] Plann.ing Permission
@ Market Research @ Premises

i elations @® Insurance )
: gi;s:tli];flllndmtnal R @ Preparation of Business Plan

i Raising Funds
@ Information Technology ® :
@ Record Keeping & ® Employing People

@® Pricing Policy
Before You Take That First Step Why Not Consult L_Js
Brent Black Business Advice Service
For further Information or an Appointment please phone:

01-904 1244 Extension 5167/8/8 or 01-900 5157/8/9
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HATMA GANDHI
— The first blow to
apartheid

) by Mansukh P Shah

.

“Gandhi was inevitable. If humanity is to progress, Gandhi
is inescapable. He lived, thought and acted, inspired by the
vision of humanity evolving towards a world peace and
harmony. We may ignore him at our own risk.”
— Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Generations to come will scarce believe that such a one as
this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth.”
- Albert Einstein.

" Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi had nothing unusual
when he was a boy. He was very shy with no exceptional
talents and went through school as a less than average
student. He was born on October 2, 1869 in Porbunder on the
North Western coast of Gujarat state in India. At the age of 13,
while he was still at high school, according to the custom, he
was married to Kasturbai, an attractive girl who developed in
her later life an infinite capacity for forbearance, strength and
endurance. Gandhi passed through high school with modest
success and had a vague ambition of becoming a medical
doctor but this was never realized. At the insistence of an
uncle he embarked on his law studies in London in the year
1888 because an English degree in British India obviously
seemed to bring success. In England Gandhi tried to mimick
the life style of an English gentleman but soon gave it up. He
realized that it was his character that would make a

The young lawyer in South Africa.

gentleman out of him rather than the external attributes. He
turned a new leaf and became a serious student. He
cultivated the habit of reading newspapers and studied Latin
and French in addition to pursuing his legal studies at the
Inner Temple.

Gandhi read many books on the advantages of a vegetarian
diet and his sentimental attachment to vegetarianism became
a matter of conviction. From vegetarianism to religion and
philosophy was an easy transition. He read Sir Edwin
Amold’s The Song Celestial, the English translation of the
divine poem Bhagvad Gita - the holy book of the Hindus. It is
held in the same kind of reverence in Hinduism, as the Koran
in Islam, the Old Testament in Judaism and the New
Testament in Christianity.

The teachings of Bhagvad Gita had a profound influence
on Gandhi, especially the following verses:

“If one

Ponders on objects of the sense there springs
Attraction; from attraction grows desire,

Desire flames to fierce passion, passion breeds
Recklessness; then the memory — all betrayed —
Lets noble purposes go, and saps the mind,
Till purpose, mind, and man are all undone.”

This holy book afforded him invaluable help in his
moments of gloom and later it became his constant guide for
the knowledge of Truth, and all his life he tried to live and
practise the message of this scripture.

After three years in London Gandhi passed his examina-
tions, was called to the bar on June 10, 1891, and enrolled in
High Court. The very next day he sailed for home. Back in
India, he did not have any success as a lawyer. Not only did
he not know how to apply legal principles to particular
situations, his English book learning left him without the
slightest knowledge of Indian law. His colleagues began to
refer to him laughingly as the “briefless barrister”.

Battered by failure, with nowhere left to look for help
outside and full of disappointment, Gandhi’s opportunity
came from a totally unexpected quarter: South Africa. It was
at this point that Gandhi’s life took one of those mysteriously
fruitful turns that some observers like to ascribe to “fate” or
“chance”. Through his brother, a Muslim firm Dada Abdulla
& Co, shipowners and traders, offered to help Gandhi out
with a year’s contract with its office in South Africa. It was a
minor clerical position, well below the salary and prestige his
English education deserved. But Gandhi jumped at the
opportunity. It was, at best a job, a chance to gain some
experience and maybe turn his back forever on his bad luck.
In 1893 Gandhi went to a land where the colour of his skin
alone was enough to mark him off for daily contempt and
even physical abuse. He could not have imagined at that
moment that he would spend 20 years of the formative period
of his life there and in the process he would not only
transform the South African scene, but would himself be
transformed in a dramatic and unpredictable manner. It was
in South Africa that Gandhi found his destiny and true
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ission of dealing the first blo‘w to apartheid. He became a
hampion of the Indians and “fought” for the rights of his
‘compatriots. He began to look on every difficulty as an
porhmith a challenge thch drew out of him greater and
- reater resQUIces of intelligence and imagination. He found-
od the Natal Indian Congresg on August 22, 1894 in order to
‘- tomote the cause of the Indians and their rights. It was also
in South Africa that Gandhi innovated his famous non
‘violent resistance — Satyagraha. This is the name Gandhi
* ave to the new way of overcoming injustice. As Eknath
‘Faswaran in his book Gandhi the Man explains: “Satyagra-
a... means “holding on to the truth” or “soul-force”. Satya
eans “truth” in Sanskrit, and comes from Sat, which means
simply “that which is”. The idea behind Satya is that truth
.alone exists; for truth is not what holds good just at a certain
time and place or under certain conditions, but that which
ever changes. Evil, injustice, hatred, Gandhi argued, exist
only in so far as we support them; they have no existence of
eir own. Without our co-operation, unintentional or inten-

RD Wi

.tional, injustice cannot continue.” Gandhi succeeded in

‘getting the most offensive laws to the Indians repealed in
South Africa.

During the Zulu revolt of 1906 Gandhi had been giving
deep thought to the question of Brahmacharya or total self-
control based upon sexual continence and complete absten-

:agéﬁon. He decided to take a vow of celibacy so that he could

devote all his attention to the service of his community. With
“tthis vow he accomplished the transformation which would
‘]ead him to becoming known as a Mahatma, a great soul, one
of those half legendary beings who can influence events by
their mere presence, by their sanctity.

Gandhi tested Satyagraha in South Africa for seven years
and showed that it worked even in a foreign land against a
strong and hostile government.In 1914 he returned to India a
~seasoned veteran of non-violent resistance, convinced that he
could free India politically from British domination without
war, without violence.

During Gandhi’s long struggle for independence of India
one event deserves special mention — the Dandi Salt March —
for it is comparable to the famous Boston Tea Party leading to
the American War of Independence. The British government
had imposed a law forbidding Indians to make their own salt,
making them dependent on a British monopoly for what is, in
a tropical country, a necessity of life. To Gandhi this
restriction was the classic example of colonial exploitation.
On March 12, 1930 he embarked on the historic salt march to
launch his civil disobedience campaign. Gandhi was 61 then
but he had never been in better shape and walked briskly,
covering about 12 miles a dd&y with a large procession behind
him. India and the whole world watched the progress of
these pilgrims of non-violence. On April the 6 Gandhi and
" his followers went to the beach at Dandi, a little coastal town,

and with thousands of eyes watching, Gandhi picked up a
pinch of salt in a symbolic gesture, an act which was in direct
defiance of the laws and which was copied by thousands of
simple villagers and city dwellers. The whole country knew
it had thrown off its chains. It was a non-violent and peaceful
campaign and people offered themselves for arrest. The
government was thoroughly shaken by this unexpected
strength and vigour of the people’s power.

Gandhi was arrested innumerable times but imprisonment
did not deter him in the least and he persisted in his non-
cooperation campaigns until the British relented and inde-
pendence Gandhi certainly did ackieve in 1947 from the

British rule. He was shot dead on January 30, 1948 at the.

hands of Nathuram Godse, a member of the extreme right
wing Hindu chauvinist group, Rashtriya Seva Sangh (RSS).
Apart from his political struggle, Gandhi was above all a
humanist. He was a social reformer and he urged Indians to
get rid of the cankers of communalism, untouchability and
many other evils that had crept into Hinduism. His repeated
advocacy of the extensive adoption of the spinning wheel
and his insistence of the use Khadi (hand-spun and hand-
woven cloth) was an integral part of his philosophy for
economic regeneration in rural India.

The totality of Gandhi’s influence is best summed-up in the
words of Mrs Indira Gandhi (no relation to the Mahatma), the
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The Mahatma championed the cause of Indian women.

. late Prime Minister of India:-

“Looking back we are better able to realize the full impact
of his personality and of his teaching, though a total
assessment is still beyond us... Not for decades will we be

_able to wholly measure the extent of his work for India and

for all mankind. Even so, one cannot but marvel at the turn
Gandhi gave to our history. It was as though with his two thin
hands he lifted up a whole people. What changes he brought
about in the personal lives of such a vast number of people,
eminent and humble alike! To be the prime mover of politics
is not a greater achieévement than to influence so profoundly
the inner lives of people. Gandhi differs from the forerunners
on the national scene in that he rejected the politics of the
elite and found the key to mass action. He was a leader,
closely in tune with the mass mind, intepreting it and at the
same time moulding it. o
“Gandhi freed us from fear. The political liberation of the

" country was not the culmination but a mere by product of

this liberation of the spirit. Even more far reaching was the
alteration he brought about in the social climate of India.
Gandbhi set us free also from the walls and fetters of our social
tradition. It was his axiomatic assumption of the equality of
women and men, of the supposedly low-born and high-born,
the urban and the rural, that inducted the masses into the
Gandhian movement. In the long history of India every
reformer has fought against the hierarchy of caste and the
debasement of women but no one succeeded in breaking
down discrimination to the extent that Gandhi did. The
women of India owe him a special debt of gratitude.” And
indeed all of us from the Third World owe him a special debt
for it is the Mahatma who inspired us to fight for, and
cherish, independence. The story of his life should touch
millions at a time when nuclear disarmament and the cry for
peace and justice is becoming the rallying cause of the
decade. Gandhi’s immortal message from his book An
Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth
should always ring in our ears: “I have not the shadow of a
doubt that any man or woman can achieve what I have, if he
or she would make the same effort and cultivate the same
hope and faith.” “My life is my message.”

Gandhi's fight for Indian independence was a major
catalyst in the disintegration of the British Empire.




Gandhi is

now relevant

to all who seek
liberation -

not only Indians

ANTHONY BARKER of Reuters news
agency visits the Phoenix settlement
founded by Mahatma Gandhi.

A FARM settlement which is part of Mahatma Gand-
hi’s legacy to South Africa, where he launched his lifelong
struggle against oppression, now lies in ruins.

A race riot in 1985 destroyed the Phoenix settlement
where Gandhi developed the non-violent resistance tae-
tics which later helped to topple British rule in India.

The buildings which Gandhi made his headquarters
during his 21-year battle on behalf of South Africa’s
Indian minority are shells surrounded by illegal squat-
ter shacks.

The trustees hope to rebuild them one day, but can-
not do so while the land is occupied by the squatters.

Yet they will not press to uproot black people who
have become desperate for homes near work, under
apartheid laws which restrict their urban living space.

“We are not going to act as the state’s agent in remov-
ing these people unless the state provides alternative
housing,” said social worker Ela Ramgobin, Gandhi’s
granddaughter.

So prospects for restoring the buildings are bleak.

Gandhi, who arrived in South Africa in 1893 as a
young lawyer, established the farm near Durban in 1904
to enable staff of his Indian Opinion newspaper to grow
their own food and live what he called “a more simple
and natural life”.

After he returned to India in 1914 to oppose British
rule, his son Manilal, Ela’s father, kept the settlement
going.

After 1961, the settlement ran a clinic. It had a school, a
library and a museum of memorabilia in Gandhi’s house.

Gradually it evolved into a centre used by people of
all races who opposed apartheid, for conferences and
discussions on tactics.

Heads of the ‘main internal anti-apartheid group, the
United Democratic Front (UDF), met there in 1983 to
plan opposition to a new constitution which offered In-
dian and coloured people chambers of Parliament while
excluding blacks.

“For the democratic movement, Phoenix was an island,
an organisation which challenged the status quo and tried
to keep Gandhism alive,” said Ela’s husband Mewa Ram-
gobin, a trustee of Phoenix and former UDF treasurer.

Phoenix was swept away in a riot aimed at forcing
Indians out of the adjoining community of Inanda, where
they had lived among black people for decades, Mewa
Ramgobin said.

The area had become crowded by new black settlers
who lacked such vital facilities as piped water and trans-
port to possible jobs in Durban.

Inanda residents were told they would get such facili
ties only if they were incorporated into the tribal home-
land of KwaZulu and that this was impossible while the
900 Indian families resisted official offers to buy them
out.
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Over five days in 1985 Indian property was systemati-
cally wrecked and looted while weeping families fled
amid the smoke.

“It was very well organised. Even at Phoenix, houses
were burned one day and people moved in the next,” Ela
Ramgobin said. “The pillagers took great care. In five
days of rioting they did not kill a single person.”

‘jThe police were there, walking around, there was
no intervention whatsoever,” said Mewa Ramgobin.

Finally the rioters came to the Phoenix settlement,
“Gandhi’s home was broken up piece by piece and left
there. Asbestos, wood window frames, pillars,” he re-
called.

“Who gained from this kind of devastation? Nobody
besides the Government and its allies,” Ramgobin said.

. A makeshift school for 1070 black children operates
In and around the gutted shell that once sheltered Gand-
hi’s printing press.

_ Although the ruins are inscribed “International Print-
ing Press founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1908”, giggling
barefooted pupils outside shyly admitted they had no idea
who Gandhi was.

The Natal Indian Congress, which he founded, has re-
vived. While Gandhi was concerned with the plight of In-
dians, the congress now identifies with wider black aspi-
rations.

Mgwa Ramgobin believes that Gandhi’s influence has
survived most notably in the tactics of school and con-
sumer hoycotts and other non-violent forms of resistance
used by the UDF.

“Gandhi is no longer only relevant to Indians in South
African society but to all South Africans engaged in the
politics of liberation,” he said. — Sapa-Reuter
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HERALD, AUGUST 6, 1989

IN response to “Gandhi” shown as a
devil with horns (Tribune Herald, July
23), I believe that this drawing distinct-
ly resembles the Mahatma.

The “apostle of peace” is revered by
many, more especially by Indians.

Mahatma Gandhi, unlike most lead-
ers today, is renowned for his doctrine
of passive resistance.

Rika de Ruiter, national director of
the Heart Foundation, said that the
drawing was not of Gandhi. Durban
City Councillor Margaret Ambler, who
is also a Heart Foundation office-bear-

WHAT POOR TASTE!

er, said she was “absolutely certain the
authors meant no harm when they
chose to use the drawings”.

In this country, which is supposed to
be Christian and in which all race
groups are striving towards harmonious
relations, the Heart Foundation should
have known better.’

The drawings are in extremely poor
taste and I suggest that the Heart Foun-
dation change them immediately and
apologise. “

Timothy Anthony
Chatsworth

GANDHI

.D' The offensive illustration of Gandhi.

Would you shrug if Christ were shown with horns?
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Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to MercLetter@nn.independent.co.za or faxed to
031.308.2333. Alternatively, letters may be posted to The Editor,

PO Box 47549, Greyville 4023.

I WOULD like to congratulate The
Mercury and Marlan Padyachee on the
excellent and balanced article on the suf-
fering of Tamil people in Sri Lanka.

For far too long KwaZulu-Natal newspa-
pers have been reprinting articles by biased
Sri Lankan journalists and some South
African teporters. These journalists have
never bothered to travel to the battle front-
line ot Jaffnia, but have portrayed the Tigers
as a bunch of ruthless terrorists and Mrs
Kumaratunge as God’s gift to humanity.

Their articles have been totally one-sided
and these journalists have never even
bothered to read Amnesty International
and other human rights organisation
reports on SL. According to Amnesty
International, Sri Lanka has the highest
record of disappearance after Iraq.

REAL EYE-OPENER ON TAMILS

T S e T

After having read Marlan’s report, I
realise what has been missing in KwaZulu-
Natal newspapers all these years. I also bet-
ter understand why the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has banned all journalists from trav-
elling to the war zone in Sri Lanka. They do
not want the suffering of the Tamil people

to be told to the rest of the world.

There was a time when real journalists
from all over the world would make great
sacrifices to go to battle frontlines and
report on the war situation as they saw it.
Unfortunately, today more and more pre-
fer to sit in highrises and write their
Teports.

After reading Marlan’s report I see a glim-
mer of hope for the journalist profession. .

UNGAL PILLAY
Durban
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Gandhi statue
funds pour in

Rich and poor alike chip in to honour the renowned pacifist

DONATIONS are pouring in from all
sectors of the community for the erec-
tion of a larger than life-size bronze
statue of Indian passive resistance
leader, Mahatma Gandhi.

Dasarath Bundhoo, secretary of the
Gandhi Memorial Committee, which
was set up to co-ordinate the erection
of the statue in central Pietermaritz-
burg, said the committee had already
raised more than half of the funds
needed for the project. They included
an anonymous donation of R10 000 as
well as R5 000 from people in the strife-
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Venilla Yoganathan

torn Edendale area.

Mr Bundhoo said the response from
the different sectors of the society was
“very encouraging”.

The scheduled unveiling of the statue
on June 7 1993 will commemorate the
centenary of Gandhi’s first encounter
with apartheid in South Africa — when
he was kicked off a “first class” train,
reserved for whites only, at Pieter-
maritzburg. Although in possession of a

7 Jub 1444
first-class ticket, Gandhi was told he
could not board the train because he
was not white.

Representatives from all sections of
the South African community and sev-
eral international leaders, including
India’s prime minister and the family
of recently assassinated premier, Rajiv
Gandhi, will be invited for the official
unveiling of the statue.

The committee has also asked that
the Postmaster-General issue postage
stamps featuring Gandhi’s face.

One of the Mahatma Gandhi
statuettes submitted to the
Ghandhi Memorial Committee,
which has the tough task of de-
ciding which entry will eventually
be cast larger-than-life in bronze
for central Pietermaritzburg.
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Gandhi /7™
would have
shrugged

MAHATMA GANDHI would have
shrugged his slender shoulders at
being depicted on one hand as a devil
and on the other as a saint in the
Heart Foundation’s booklet “Who
cares if you have a heart attack?” —
and gone on to the more important
things for which he stood.

The drawings are offensive to many
people who revere the name of Gand-
hi and they are in bad taste. But, in
the same spirit of tolerance that
Gandhi preached, even the Heart
Foundation is allowed to make a mis-
. take which, in the greater -need to
educate people on how to avoid heart
attacks — especially the Indian com-
munity which is statistically the most
prone to heart disease in the country
— Seems innocent enough.

There is perhaps some validity in
using Gandhi as a model, for to follow
his lifestyle would be an excellent
way of avoiding heart attacks.

The Heart Foundation has apolo-
gised for any offence and we are con-
vinced there was no malice in its use
of the Mahatma. It was all a silly mis-
take. To expect it now to withdraw
the costly booklet would be to exac-
erbate the error, for the booklet itself
is a valuable guide to health for all the
people of this country.

The response of the National Hindu
Development Trust in writing to ump-
teen Ministers and the Publications
Control Board in an effort to stop the
distribution of the booklet is an over-
reaction and shows a lack of under-
standing of Gandhi’s philosophy.

Perhaps the trust should remember
such an over-reaction cannot be good
for the heart.







Tribute to Mahatma

THIS week marks the 42nd anniversary of the
tragic death of Mahatma Gandhi.

Born on October 2, 1869, Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi, the man of peace and goodwill
was gunned down by an assassin on his way to a
prayer meeting on January 30, 1948. He met his
death facing the forces of darkness and hatred
with compassion and love.

As though Gandhi had predicted his own
death at the hands of an assassin, he never
feared death. )

«I pelieve in the message of truth delivered by
all the religious teachers of the world”, he said,
“and it is my constant prayer that I may never
have a feeling of anger against my traducers,
that even if I falla victim to an assassin’s bullet,
I may deliver up my soul with the remembrance
of God upon my lips.

«1 shall be content to be written down an im-
poster if my lips utter a word of anger or abuse
against my assailant at the last moment. Have I
that non-violence of the brave in me? My death
alone will show that. If someone killed me and 1
died with prayer for the assassin onmy lips, and
God’s remembrance and consciousness of his
living presence in the sanctuary of my heart,
then alone would I be said to have had the non-
violence of the brave.”

And so did it happen. Gandhi bowed to his as-

Mahatma Gandhi

“Gandhi, man of peace and goodwill
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DURING the 18-month “Emergency” of 1975-77
when India was ruled as a mother-and-son dicta-
torship, Indira Gandhi’s teridency to shower fav-
.ours on ‘her son Sanjay and to depend on-his
" (usually bad) advice was summed up in the cyni-
cal phrase “the son also rises.”

The present parlous
situation of India’s former
Prime Minister -Gandhi

could be similarly describ-
ed as a case of “the mother
also falls.” :

Sanjay is now appealing
against a two-year jail sen-
tence for corruption. On
Wednesday next week Mrs
Gandhi faces a new Special
Court in Delhi on the
charge of conspiring to
misuse her official position
during the last election. It
is quite probable that both
the doting mother and tha

.wayward son will end up
' behind - bars

before
year is out. .

The 100000 political op-
ponents who were impri-
soned without frial during

‘Mrs ‘Gandhi’s period of dic-

tatorship will not lament
this development. Neither
will the more than a mil-
lion people who were un-
willingly sterilised by . or-
der of her son Sanjay. But
the Indian government
would not have the nerve
to try and jail Mrs Gandhi
if her popular support had
not been gravely weakened
by her fatal reliance on the
deeply unpopular Sanjay.

The Janata government
which replaced Mrs Gand-
hi’'s. Congress Party :n
the March, 1977 elections
has spent all of its energies
on bitter internal quarrzls,
Its leader, Prime Minijster

‘Morarji - Desai, is an .30-

year-old - eccentric  who
seeks to do little except
to impose his own deeply
conservative Hindu -pre-
judices on everybody:. oy
such measures as banning
the slaughter of cows .and
enforcing nationwide pro-
hibition of alcohol.
Beyond the North In-

dian Hindus of the peasant’

and the upper castes who
are -Janata’s mainstay, De-

sai has no admirers and

few - supporters. Non-
Hindi-speaking South In-
dians resent,: Janata’s at-
tempt to remove English
as an official language.
The Moslem and Christian
minorities feel themselves
to be the targets of govern-
ment - supported Hindu
fanaticism. The Harijans

the
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{untouchables) are suffer-
ing from increased caste
prejudice, and outright
violence if they try to as-
‘sert their rights.

Even six months ago,
‘this state of affairs seemed
to be creating the raw.
material for a victorious

return to power by the
“Indira Congress” in the
1982 “elections. But Mrs
Gandhi’s continued inténse

Joyalty to her .son has ero-

ded her support among the
voters and.—=10re impor-
tantly ~— ‘desir ;
control .oyer:.: her  -own
party’s leadersy™
Her besetting sip all

.along has been to see poli-

tics solely in terms of in-
trigues. The - declagation

" of ‘the Emergencyin 1975

artyred

(¢) 1976 Ranan R, Lude

was. Mrs Gandhi’s aufoma-
tic response to a court rul
ing “that her own parlia-
mentary seat must be vaca-
ted and a new by-election
held, due to her illegal use
of official resources in her
campaign. In her. own
mind this court decisicn
was instantly translated
into. a monstrous nation-
wide plot against the gov-
ernment. e s

Her basic paranoia be-
came-clearly evident: dur-

. ing the Emergency,. when
' she came to rely exclusive-

ly on a small retinue of
trusted advisers dominated
by her younger son, San-
jay. She remained com-
pletely blind to the hostility
aroused by his domineer-
ing ways and flagrant cor-
ruption. She so lost to :
with the situation that &
called the 1977 electiq
in the genuine belief that
she would easily win it.

After losing the election
she followed her famillar
tactic of splitting the Gbn-
gress Party in order to §so-
Jate all of her major riviils.
On past experience, $he
could expect most of ‘the
members to drift overn to
the “Indira Congress”
her bandwagon began fol-
ling again.. While the
government mal
with ponderous slown
in investigating the nurfier-
ous official crimes gnd
abuse of power during/the
emergency, Indira Gandhi
hit the come-back triali

By last November
had won a parliamenfa
seat again in a by-elecf!
The government majo
action in expelling "her
from Parliament and [jail-
ing her for a week in
cember merely added lus-
tre to her self-appointed
role of martyr. She tatally
ignored the numerous offic-
] ; i paght
against her and todk to
comparing herself witl Pak-
istan’s deposed Prime Mini-
ster Z. A. Bhutto, anni

ing: “They can hanf me
if they want to.”
By January the nata

government was badly wor-
ried, and introduced’ two
special courts in Dell
speed up the trials of
Gandhi and her aficom-
plices of the Emergency
period. If a national jelec-
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tion had been held in In-
dia then, Mrs Gandhi
would probably have won
it.

But her downfall, as be-
fore, was her son, whom
she stubbornly defended
and kept by her side. Dur-
ing the succeeding months
the taint .of Sanjay cost
her party two crucial by-
elections in the Hindi-
speaking. North Indian
area that any successful
party must win. A mass
rally in Delhi in late May
to protest against the
Special Courts Bill
brought out only 380000
Gandhi supporters — a
tiny figure by Indian stan-
dards.

Even in the - South
Indian states where the
Indira Congress Party re-
mains strong, the Iocal
leadership has begun to
defy Mrs Gandhi, mainly
because of Sanjay. In mid-
June Mr Devraj Urs, Chief
Minister of XKarnataka
state and number two in
the - national party hier-
archy, defected to form his
own breakaway party.

So Mrs Gandhi goes be-
fore .the Special Court
this month with a collans-
ing political organisation,
declining . popular support,
and no real prospect of
regaining power soon.
‘Thus emboldened, the
Janata government may
will insist on enforcing any
jail sentence she receives in
the trial, which could re-
move ‘her from circula-
tion for a leng time. The
come-back trail in Indian
politics, it turns out, is
considerably bumpier than
expected — especially if

one’s travelling companign.

iseSanjay Gandnl.
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Gandhi—a man of peace

by Peter Dore
KNOWN internationally as the scene of one of the
most famous sieges in modern history, Ladysmith
has yet another claim to international fame —
its statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the grounds of
the Lord Vishnu Hindu Temple.

Gandhi, revered and remembered through
the world primarily as a political leader who
helped lead India to its freedom from Britain, is
remembered in Ladysmith as a veligious leader
firstly and as a politician secondly.

Natal
Hindu
temple
statue
unique
in the

world

“The statue we have
here of Gandhi is unique.
It is the only one in the
world which shows him in
a religious pose — that of
giving a blessing. All the
others are of him in a
more aggressive political
pose, “‘according to Shri R.

T, Riga, a member of one

of Ladysmith’s  oldest
families.

“We decided we wanted
the statue for the grounds
of the temple which today
stands on . or near the spot
on which most of Gandhi’s
work in Ladysmith was
done. It has also been
mounted near the spot
where he used to worship.
Because we wanted the

statue for a religious site
we felt we. should have
Gandhi in a religious
pose.” .
For the local Hindu
community, deciding to
commission the sculptur-

ing of the statue was easy.-

Getting it back to South
Africa was, however, an-
other matter.

12
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“At the time there were
trade embargoes and such-
like and so we had to
appeal to the Indian
Prime Minister, Mrs In-
dira Gandhi, for per-
mission to bring the statue
here. After negotiations,
in which the South Africa
Government helped, per-
mission was given on the
condition that Gandhi’s
basic philosophy of ‘“truth
and non-violence’ be
scribed on the statue in
eight different- languages,”
Mr Riga said.

The statue, which weighs
about 50 metric tons, was
Sculpted by Madhugai
Patel in Bombay, and
brought to Ladysmith
during 1961, '

Gandhi’s association
with Ladysmith in the tur-
bulent years at the turn
of the century was an in-
timate one, In fact his
whole 21-year span of
association with  South
Africa — from his arrival
in 1893 to his fina] depart-
ure in 1914 — was of such
significance that General
Smuts, in 1939, referred
to him as a “true South
African”.

\Z

@ The statue of Mahatma
in the grounds of the Lord Vishn
in Ladysmith,

Gandhi which stands

u Hindu Temple
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Intimate

Gandhi arrived in South
Africa as a Dbarrister to
appear in a court case in
South Africa. The political
and social circumstances
he found existing here
were of such a nature that
he decided to stay on. “It
can be said that it was a
result of what he saw and
learned in South Africa,
that he developed his
philosophy of truth and
non violence,” Mr Riga
said.

During the South Afri-
can War Gandhi formed a
group of stretcher bearers
who did sterling service
in bringing the wounded
from the battle of Elands-
laagte to hospital in Lady-
smith. “He of course was
not in favour of war but
he was a British subject

and his loyalties were with
the British although his
heart wag with the Boers
whe were fighting for a
just freedom,” said Mr
Riga.

Gandhi again returned
to Ladysmith to negotiate
with a large group of
strikers ‘who had under-
taken a protest against the
£3 compulsory or “head”
tax levied on Indians by
the Government. “They
were opposed to it be-
cause it was discrimina-
tory. It applied only to
the Indians,” Mr Riga said.

On yet another and
more happy occasion,
Gandhi visited Ladysmith
to officially garland a re-
tiring magistrate, Mr
Rudolph, who was held in
high esteem by the local
community.

“I think we also owe it
to Gandhi that the Indian
community has been al-
lowed to continue to oc-
cupy this area of Lady-
smith. Once having given
the go-ahead to put up
this statue and temple

they could hardly have re-
versed the Group Areas
decision,” Mr Riga says.

If Gandhi were to re-
turn he would be unlikely
to recognise the site of
his many meetings with
religioug leaders and fel-
low worshippers nor the
site of his negotiations
with those strikers of
many years ago.

Trading complex

A modern new temple
stands on the old site and
the whole area is sur-
rounded by the fast-
growing Section 19 trad-
ing complex into which
the Indian traders from
“White” Ladysmith will
have to move soon.

To finance the statue
and the building a trust
was formed. ‘“To this day
we give numerous bursa-
ries each year. We give
them to people of all
races but we prefer them
to go to people who are
studying things such as
the languages and culture

of India,” Mr Riga said.
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INDIANS ON STRIKE

N Friday last the news reached us that a strike
@ of indentured Indians employed at the coal
mines pear Newcastle, N atal, had commenced.
The object of the strike is simply and solely to compel
the Government, by pesceful methods, to fulfil the pro-
wrise given to the Hon. Mr. Gokhale to abolish the £3
ax on ex-indengured Indians, their wives and. rhildren,
This is their part of the passive resistance campaign,
aud a3 s0on as the Government agree to bring in legis-
lation with the desired object the strikers will return to
work—this being a strike against the Government and
not against emp.oyers, )
Mr. Naidoo writes from Newcastle :-— Yesterday
{the 14th instant) we went to the Railway barracks,
Just-as wo were ezplaining the position to the people,

romeone went and fetched the Station-master who came |-

iraight to me and asked me what I was doing there.
[ told him that I had gone there to" advise my people
o strike work, pendiag the removal of the A3 tax. He
ben told me that I had no right there and that he was
ioing to charge me with inciting to cause disturbance.
1e said the same thing to Messrs. Bhawani Dayal and
lammaran. We said that he was quite welcome to do
8. The poor ladies tried their utmost to get irrested
ut they could not succesd. They forded their way
10 the barracks and called upon ail women gnd men
) come out, thioking, if they did so, they also would
8 arrested, and they told the sergeant ‘who came to
Test-us that they were also advising these people. But

Bt to the Charge Office and then 1o ghe Gaol where
3 passed the night in & clean cell butdvhich was full of
1gs.. We gere to the Court at nine o'clock the
=t mornin were several merchanis, also
wy otbet?ndum, at the Court. We were charged
der Sec 1 of the i e of 1850, that is for in-
ing the people & obstructing and forcibly prevent-
H servamts from performing their duty. 1
guilty to;inciting the people to strike but said

1 no force was used and that no obstruction what-
ver was caused to those who wished 1o g0 to work,
i that I did counsel them not to g0 to work antil
1 £3 tax was removed, and that 1, ss a passive
ister, Would pever use force. The Magistrate, after
ng through-the law-book, found us not guilty, but’
1 the sergeant he had charged us under 2 wrong law
| that he could ‘charge us under the Immigratiop
; bu, instead of doing so, they re-charged us for
spassing uoder certain Railway laws. I told the
pstrate that [ conld ot understand how they could
e us for tresspassing a5 we went to the Railway
'acks by the invitation of one of the Indians who
is ilway servant. . He (the

to have got permission

1 the station-measter to. 20" the T said that there

Magistrate said

400 men there.

The poor lady is
The Johinnesbu

to the £3 tax
remasin-strong,

labour.”

re.
+many Indians- who went there every day -to-ses

lnterviewed by the

They go about with ug as advisers.”

" The Movement Spreads

Mr. Ephraim writes under date the 16th instant ;—-
“ Mr. Kglleobach arrived at Newcastle at s p.m.
A meeting was summoned immediately, He

their friends and who did not get any permissio: .
He sentenced us all to £a2 fine. I said that we b
0o money and that we were not going to pay. Th

*“alright you can go ; I shall execute.

“Weall went to the Fairleigh Colliery on the 15th, A
men there have agreed to strike to-morrow. There ar.
about 36 men on that mine. If these are not arreste:
to-morrow, I intend to take some of them with me Y
£0 to another mine. 1 am told that there are abou;

I hope to get thém all out. W

are being well 1roked after by Mr. and Mry. Lazarus

working from morning to night for us.
1g ladies have also sufficient to do.

He advised the people to be and

“* A meeting was also held in~the..comﬁéund of Fain
leigh Colliery. About 78 struck work next day. Four
were arrested and imprisoned for two weeks with bard

the men on strike would no longer be called- upon
to pasticipate in the movement and that this step had
become necessary . as it was' stated that the Natnd
employers of labour were averse to the tax being
removed. Mr. Polak’s advent has further strengthened
the movement and at the same time med the
situation considerably. Al kinds of rumours were
afloat sbout the intentions of the leaders, But now
that the real situation is koown the irritation caused
. among the Europeans by the suddenness of the strike

ie appearance
charm and the men obey the advice

given them without any great argument beiog required.
“ It is stated that General Botha, who happened to be
at Newcastle at the time the strike commenced, was

Tuine masagets on the situation.”
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HOW PHOENIX SETTLEMENT CAME INTB EXISTANCE

The birth of Phoenix Settlement is closely related to that of "Indian
Opinion",which was founded in 1903 by Mr.V.Mandanjite. In the founding
year, the paper was being run at a 1oSS, and Mahatma Gandi (thenm a
barrister in Johdnnesburg) offered to meet the monthly deficit. The
following year, after reading Ruskin's "Unto This Last",Mahatma Gandhi §
ghought of the idea of Phoenix Settlement, and he moved the Inter— |

national Printing Press,. which printed Indian Opinion, to PhoeniXe.
In his autobiography, "My Experiments with Truthw, he explains how
Ruskin's book made an immense impression on him. "I determined 1o
dance with ideals of the book", he says,"..the
ous and practical transform-—

as he

change my life in accor

one book that brought about an instantane
ation by my lifec.e". The three major principles of the book,
gaw them were:

1. That the good of the individual is con
e same value as a barber's i

tained in the good of alle.
n as much

o, That a lawyer's work has th :
. their.

as all have the same right of earning & 1ivelihood from

. worke
3, That life of labour, i.e. the life of the tiller of soil and the
handicraftsman, is the 1ife worth livinge.

ment was founded, on the ideal of an equal living
uld work on the farm and attend to the Dpress in their spare
time. Among those working on the press was & cousin of Mahatma Gandhi,
Changanlal Gandhi. He and the machinist (Mr.R.Govindon, now father—-
in-law of Dr oM «GoNaidoo) agreed to the low wage, but other workers ,
while agreeing to move tp Phoenix, did not join the schemee. Mahatma
candhi endeavoured to recruit to the aettlement various ! 'relatives.}
and friends who had come with from India. Few agreed,but'outstanding i
amongst them was, Maganlal Gandhi, who left his business and . cast
his lot in with those at Thoenix. In 1914, Mahatma Gandhi left for
India and most of the settlers followed him during World War 1. In
1916 those remaining requested assistance, and he sent his two 8O0NS,
Manilal and Ramdas Gandhi, from India to helpe In 1929, Manilal
Gandhi returned to India to help in the Interdepence Struggle, but he
after a year's imprisonment, and was appointed a

So Phoenix Settle
wage sho

~

;-
>
;
t

returned in 1931,
trustee of Phoenix gsettlement.

LLUS?§5T}9N§_= scenes from Phoenix -+~ Gandhi's house s gardens &c.

more recent scenes : Clinic—, school , and museum

-—

conclude with riots 1985 when area was destroyed . <?i
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' principal disabilitieseThe licds
neing measure is being enforced
with a severily unknown befone.s

In the .Orange River CUolony | (FIRST EDITORIAL)
the Indian has no . footing
except. . as purely and simple a

Lapounesry - SRR The Indians , resident.. . 4n
_There is  thils marked diss| British South Africa,.loygl’swbr
tinetion worthy -of ...  note| jactse though. they .are..of. the
between the GCape — Natal legis= | ging — Emperor, labour.under....a
'lgﬁion.and the.Republican. legis= | pupmber of-legéi A;disahilitigé
lation, nemely, that while %he | wnich,. it is.cantested.on.their
former,..in theory,. is . applicable ' behalf, are undeserved.and  un-
to all nationalities, the latter | just. The reason for. this state
is especially directed against | of affairs is . to be.found. in the
the Asiatics.as such. -..... . . prejudiee.in the minds . of - the
.. 8trong popular ..prejudice ; golonists,.arising out.of misun-
has practically kept the Indian | geprgtanding the .actual. status
from the other parts of British ' of .the.Indisn.as.a.British..sub-
South AfTLcas . . joCesseensesssesssossenanonsses
Socially. and popularly, the |  In the Transvasl ,..  Her
Indian. is & pariah - in. ..some ! Majesty's . Government. . X1~
places, less so than in<okhers.* perited .the legislatipn of ‘the
He is nicknamed .. "Coolie". ' 1gte Republics,which is natural-
In fact popular prejudice - . has | 1y very drastic.. It is.now..be-
portrayed him as a "filthy. 'be= | ing reconsidered,. .and. the whole
ing",  without any wvirtue. The | of it will be recast in the not
prejudice, i1t must be oogfeaaed, very digtaﬁt future. .; . L
has Dbecome much ‘toned ‘dowmn | However, .as.the yoke. .. falls
in Natal. The struggle  pogy. heavily upon -Indians . .in
seems %0 be fiergest' in ~ the | {he newly. annexed territories,
Transvaal. it is worthwhile . wrecapltulats
ing . ‘the Republiocan legislation.
. In +the Trensvaal the . Indian
P | cannot trade,or.reside, or _own
“Tiaiawﬂarimgggﬁgﬂpu;l landed praperty,. execepfidin loca~
-““U:UOF?ZJi;*F—*““ . tions.set aside for hime He
must pay & registration fee of
| £ 3. He may not be out afier
| 9 pem. and may not walk on the
\lfootpaths. Thege are . the

Bidl]

Gandhizs first editorial in Indian Opinion pinpoints the main problems concerning the Indian
community in the Transvaal. It is worthwhile noting that by 1910 there were 4 British Colonies

in South Africa, each with its own Indian policy :

NATAL : Indians had residential and trading rights, but no political rights.

CAPE COLONY : Indians enjoyed full residential and trading rights and if they possessed the
necessary qualificatiocns, enjoyed political rights.

ORANGE FREE STATE : Indians had no rights of ~&%°

TRANSVAAL : Indians had limited rights with regard to property and trai; af”digﬁfff s
//"




TRIBAL “‘GOLL”
BOOK STRIKES
TROPICAL NOTE

Head of
of Socialogy at
University, has sharply at-
the “tribal college” system
witty satirical novel “The
Brew” mnow available in

Professor Leo Kuper,
the Dcpartment
Naial
lacked
in a
College
Durban.

Professor Kaper, a promiacnt
Liberal, is a well-knowa author.
His “Passive Resistance in. South
Africa”, a study of the Defiance
Campaicn  of 1952  has been
banned in South Africa and  his
“Durban: a study of Racial, Eco-
logy” is a socialogical work of
great merit.

“The College Brew” is his first
work: of fiction. Although it deals
with a African tribal university —
referred to as the University Col-
lege of Umbumbulu — it is of
more than academic interest to
Indian readers now that the Gov-
ernment has decided on a “tribal”
institution for Indian siudents.

The characters include a Direc-
tor of Academic Insemination, tri-
bal ambassadors and special branch
men. The students are mostly Con-

gress supporters, hostile to the sys-
fem and not. above pushing a
professor into a beer-brewing vat.
another Liberal lecturer and others
help to fll the pages with incident
and humour.

The book ‘has, for all its hum-
our, a serious purpose. It exposes
the Government’s attempts to in-
doctrinate students and shows how,
in the end, tribal Tnstitutions must
fail. Slowly at first but with gather-
ing specd the institution breaks up

but 10 go too deeply into the
plot would deprive the .reader of
pleasure.

Simply, unpretenuously written
this acute saru'e is well worth.
reading.

Proceeds — the books sell al
7s. 6d. a.copy — will go to the
non-racial National Union of South
African Students.

Passive resistance is
Indian contribution
to politics

MRS. MEER ON A CENTURY OF INDIAN
" POLITICAL THOUGHT

“TN the past hundred years, Indians in South Africa, what-
.ever their political strength today, have made historic
contributions towards the development of the general political

life of the coumtry. IKor the

have developed and demonstrated the efficacy of Satyagraha,
a non-violent method of political resistance, which in recent
years has been put to dramatic use by the African people,”
said Mrs. Fatima Meer, lecturer in Sociology at the Univer-
sity of Natal, when she presented a. paper on the “Growth
and Development of Indian Pelitical Organisation,”
Centenary Forum organised by the Natal Indian Teachers...

Society.

Mrs. Meer said that Indian
political organisations had grown
and developed in response to the
communily’s reactions to the re-
strictive legislation which deprived
them of basic citizenship rights.

A political study of the last one
hundred years was a study of the
reduction of the status of an
nnmlgrant group to a state of
political impotency, and social and
economic futility in the country
of their adoption. :

FIRST POLITICAL ACTION

Tracing Indian political activi-
ties in South Africa, Mrs. Meer
said that the first action on the
part of the Indian people was by
a batch of 411 indentured Indians,

complaints of the conditions under
which they had worked in Natal
to the 'Indian Government, result-
ing in cerlain reforms bemg m-
troduced.

The' passenger lndlans. too, made
concerted and consistent efforts .to

oppose “the developmg trend of
anti-Indianism. - 7
The first Indian- polmcal ‘organi-

Quarrel hetween two

T “wak Indian trnders who>

were: mdn'ectly responsxbleafor

altering the whole course of history of South Africa, India.

and other parts of the world,

for it was a law-suit between.

two *South African traders that brought Mr. M. K. Gandhi’
to the country, where he was to lead the Indian people in
their struggle against discrimination in the Union, and later
the fight for indepence in India.

This observation was made by
Mr. A. M. Moola. president of the
South African Indian Organisation
when he spoke in a lecture pro-
gramme arranged by the Natal
Indian Tcachers’ Society at the
Qrient High School to commemo-
rate the Indian centenary.

Mr. Moolla said: “All things
have their bcgmnmg% in people or
events, and 3t is interesting to
notice how important and decisive
a small cvent at a particular mo-
ment can be, even in the history of
a small community such as -ours.

“The whole of our history of
South Africa, and world history
might have been different had it
not been for a small matter such
as a dispute between two Iudian
traders, which eventually went to
court and brought Mr. M. K,
Gandhi here {o fight the case.
~ “His visit gave him an oppor-
funity for working o¢n behali of
Indians — an ideal which set the
course to his fuutre life.

“It could be said that

HER COMPLEXION 1S
FAIR AND CLEAR

Freckles bave gone. Spots have

cleared. Her complexion is now

fair and clear because she has

been. using Lemon Delph Com-

plexion Butter that goes deep

down in the skin where the dull-
ness forms

it was

1

The natural Lemon Delph
bleaching action has made her
skin fair and lovely. Ask your
chemist for 3/- worth of Lemon
Delph Complexion Bulfer and
have a lovely complexion too

—m

| traders
| Indian community, but what must

two Indian traders, faced with a
difference of opinion, which al-
tered the course of Indian destiny
in this country, and indeed altered
the course of India’s future, and
to a very large extent, the history
of many pecople throughout the
workd.

“On such small things does the
fulure depend. and who knows at
this moment what are to be future
consequences of any .aclion  that
any of us may take today.”

Indian traders and the whole
Indian_community owed muach to
Mr. Gandhi in the early years.
He was then associafed ‘with the
Transvanl British Association and
the Natal Indian Congress, and the
records were full of his representa-
tions to the British authorities, ia-

cluding Lord Milner and Mr. Jo-
seph Chamberlain, in defence of
the righis of Indian traders.

So attached was he to the nced
to preserve the rights of Indians as
traders, that on more than one
oceasion he was criticised by In-
dians .who were not traders.

Mr. Moller said: “There has
always exisfed to some extent this
sense of grievance against Indian
in certain sections of the

be emphasised is this c:that the
rights prescrved by Mr. Gandhi
were not merely for those living
in his day, but were to benefit
those who were to follow.

“In the same way, any act which
preserves any rights of Indians at
any tlime, even if these rights are
purely sectional, will have a con-
tinuing value for all -to benefif
in posterity.” added Mr. Moolla.

“It is important the those of
us who are in trade and industry
should guard our rights even as
Mr. Gandhi worked so hard in
the past to preserve the rights of
the earhest traders.”

reactions a firm and principled
who, on their return to Indig, | pasis. princip
after serving for ten years, laid| “wpge maintained, firstly, that

-|‘Africa - was.,

L formation
bodies, "even during the period of |

unrelenting

S.ALC.,
they lead to increasingly diminish-
ing returns, even in respect of the

that

demonstrated
people generally, the possibility of
united and effective political actioa. J
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aspirants of democracy, they

at a

sation, the Natal Indian Congress.
was formed on May 22, 1894, with |
Gandhi as its first secretary, to
meet the challenge which faced
the community as a result of the
introduction in the Natal Legisla-
tive Assembly -of a measure to
deprive Indians of Parliamentary
franchise.

Reactions to deprivation of rights
was not in itself new to the Indian
community, such reaction up to the
time of Gandhi, however. was

poorly lacking in a consolidation

in Portable 4

Transistor Radicgrams
8

k|

Ideal for
Picnics

19'15"

10/-
WEEKLY

% All Wave
% .3 Speed

, % Replacement
58 PRINCE EDWARD STREET ‘- .- - DURBAN

Value of
Batteries 4/-

of political principles,
“The lawyer and philosopher in

Gandhi,” -continued Mrs. Meer,
“combined to give Indian political

equality " .was./a universal human
right and to demand it was to
express. modern -humanitarian senti-
ments whnch were sanctioned and
supported ¥ by -famous Brmsh de-
claranons .

"Secondly, Gandhi . held that
whatever ideological “*"differences
local governments might culfivate,
the presence. of Indians in South
govgrned & by »treaty

that the Lt
rinciple had, stood the testr of tim
d*lhqmt;sbht ‘Naxﬁl,,
oit% bu ¢

mmumty nd ~she gave - details’|.
these upposmons -leading to the
of "~separate :political |1

dhi’s"stay in South Africa. . .~
'PRESENT POSITION

In a comprehensive survey” of
the growth and development of
political organisations from the
time when the Natal Indian Con-
gress was formed in 1894 to the
present day, Mrs. Meer dealt with
the existing polmcal thought and
organisations in South Africa, in-
cluding the development of the
youth front and the part played
by Indian women.

“The South African Indian Con-
gress,” said Mrs. Meer, “holds the
viewpoint that its political function
is .inextricably linked with that of
the African people and it does not
believe that Indians can survive in
a state of political isolation.

“It s prepared today to engage
in political action which is identi-
fiable with the general movement
towards the achievement of full
citizenship rights for all in- South |
Africa, and

/ . today - in all major
issues of general concern, the
South  African Indian Congress |

functions as a member of the joint |
Congress movement, composed of
all four racial groups.”

INDIAN OGRASINATION

The South African Indian Orga-
nisation, Mrs. Meer said, was
following a politcal strategy of the
past by restricting its activities to
diplomatic manoeuvres in the hope
that these would safeguard existing
vested interests.

“Today. however, faced with an
Nationalist Govern-
ment, opportunities arise for such
negotiations on the part of the
and even when they do.

particular class interest
present.” .

in conclusion,, Mrs. Meer said
Indians had’ through their
militancy and closely-knit character
to the non-White

they re-

This perhaps was one of then‘|

most important political contribu-
tions to the South African political
scene, |
H |
1)
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shave with Gillette

To be successful you've got to look smart, and that means
having a really good shave—a GILLETTE shave. For only 4/3
you can buy a Gillette No. 24 Ragzor in an attractive plastic
case with two Blue Gillette Blades, for easier, cleaner and
more comfortable shaves, So always feel and look your
best—always use a Gillette Razor and Blue Gillette
Blades—1/6 for a packet of 5 or 3/- for a dispenser of 10,

! 3
The best way to shave is with a G l l l e t t e Razor and a Blue Gillette Blade
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Indentured Indians were photographed at work in the canefields. (This photo-
graph is from Dr, Killie Campbell’s collection.)

A picture of the past.

Recognise anyone? Unfortunately, this phetograph is about 60 years old and is not very clear, but

this was the Overport Coffee and Sugar Mill on South Road—almost in the heart of Durban. 'The

photograph was taken about 1900 and shows the Indian employees and their families. There are still

people living in Overport who remember this mill. (This photograph is from Dr. Killie Campbell's
collection).

This
To get to round about the nineties it was on the first turning on the left

Another memory of the past. is McKennedy’s sugar mill at Sea Cow Lake.
the banks of the Umgeni.
after crossing Umgeni Road. In those days the sugar plantations were right on Durban’s doorsiep.
There was another mill—Abergeni’'s—which was farther down the river near the mouth of the Umgeni.

(This photograph is from Dr. Killie Campbell’s collection.)

Tt was right on

B )
> -

'The pioneer seftlers of Tolstoy Farm, the Phoenix Settlement of the Transvaal. They are (from left fo

right) top row: Messrs. Chinian, Coopoosamy Naidoo, Gopal Naidoo, Manilal Gandhi, Bujersing and
Rajkumar. Mlddle row: Mrs. Thambi Naidoo, Mis. Lazarus, Mrs. John, Mahatma Gandhi, Kallen-

bach, Joseph horry, Pragji K. Desai. Bottom row: Ramdas Gandhi and threc Naidoos.
4 (lhls photograph is from the collection of Messts. S. S. Singh and R. S. Nowbath.)

The'stay of the Indians in South
Africa has not been ong with-
out struggle. Although they were
welcomed at first petty preju-
dices began building up against
them and they were subjected

to suppressive neasures. One
such e was the Jmmigrants
Restriction Act. Photograph

shows a batch of Indians, who

under. Gandhi, marched into the

Transvaal to test the ligality

of the Act In 1908, (This pic-

ture is from the collection of

“Messrs. S. S, Singh and R. S.
Nowbath).

In both these pictures (above and

left) the Durban Borough Police

stand “at the ready” during

passive resistance demonstrations

(These pictures are from the

collection of Messrs, S, S. Singh
and R, S. Nowbath).
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GANDHI CENTENARY SUPPLEMENT

I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my
windows to be stulfed — i

I want the culture of all lands to be blown about in my
house as freely as possible

But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any of them.

Mine is not a religion of the prison house. L .

It has room for the least of God’s Creations, but it is
proc against insolent pride of race, religion %' 1&(\}18%{1.

Shop at Durban’s most popular Outfitters . . .

IDEAL OUTFITTERS

163 GREY STREET, Phone 21873

Bobat’s Wholesale House

231 GREY STREET, Phone 66804

VARIETY BAZAAR

188a GREY STREET, Phone 60740 ’

IDEAL EXTENSION

555 SOUTH COAST RD.,'CLAIRWOOD, Phone 816150

MODEL OUTFITTERS

166 GREY STREET, Phone 60006

IDEAL’S CORNER SHOP

601 SOUTH COAST RD., CLAIRWOOD, Phone 81216

MODEL EXTENSION

554 SOUTH COAST RD., CLAIRWOOD, Phone 819534

PYRAMID STORES

165 GREY STREET, Phone 21040

R. J. RUSTOMJEE

District Manager

THE PRUDENTIAL ASSURANCE CO. LTD.

1st Floor, -
140 QUEEN STREET

*Ox

It is my
pleasure

to be

associated

with the

Gandhi Centenary
Celebrations.

STORES
WATCHES — JEWELLERY — PAWNBROKERS
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

Telephone: 20765 — Res. 348050

P.0. BOX 3078
169a GREY STREET —_— DURBAN

ARE PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH -
THE GANDHI CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS.

“I do not feel like being a Mahatma. But |
do know that | am the humblest of God's
creatures. Often the title has deeply pained me;
and there is not a moment | can recall when it may
be said to have tickled me. My Mahatmaship is
worthless. It is due to my outward activites, due

to my politics which is.the least part of me, and
is therefore evanescent.

What is of abiding worth is insistence on
truth and non-violence which is the real part of
me. That part of me, however small, is not to be
despised. It is my all. | prize even the failures and
disillusionments, which are but steps towards
success.

The world knows. so little of how much my
so-called greatness depends upon the incessant toil
and drudgery of silent, devoted, able and pure
workers, men as well women.”

— M. K. GANDHI
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CHAPTER I

INDIA

NDIA believes in co -existence. In her view, the

whole world is a big home and the whole po-

pulation of the world is a big family of which eve-
ry individual is a member.

It is an undeniable fact that India is a country
that has absorbed so many different races. And she
has successfully been able to see to it, thanks to
her secularism, that every race be treated with equal
dignity and respect.

India is not unaware of the fact that di-
gnity and respect are the two essential conditions of
social harmony, peace and mutual co-operation. Ex-
perionce has shown that when a person is denied so-
cial justice, equality and respest, he rebels. As with
an individual so with a race or a nation.



Today when we think of how India has peace-
fully accommodated so many races — one differing
from the other in respect of cultures, customs, tra-
ditions and languages — we canpot but admit
that India has already made her first coniribution to
world peace. Moreover, this fact is enough in itself
to vest her with the authority she might need to stand
and speak on beghalf of the world as a whole. And
she has done so through her leaders.

It is also a fact to say that when India speaks of
world peace, it is not lip-service nor lip-homage nor
a confession of her weakness. Oa the other hand,
all her pleas and suggestions with regard to world
peace should be taken for granted and given fuli
weight since what come from her are based
on the experiences she has made as a *minia-
ture world” in herself. We say this because there is
not a single race which is not to be found in In-
dia. In point of fact, whatever race we can think of,
we can come across there. And this is a compliment
which, perhaps, India alone can claim and which can
be justifiably showered upon her. Because when we
take a look around us, we find that almost all coun-
trics are inclined to shut their doors to persons be-
longing to other races than their native ones. Ke-



nya has proved so by ousting the peopls of Indian
stock. Uganda has recently done the same to those
bolding British passports. Other countries are still
maintaining colour bar and still practising apartheid.

These are the two factors waich have ofien pro-
voked cold war and kindled the fire of racial hos"
tiity.  Bvidently, cold war and racial hostility are
the stumbling blocks ow the path of world peace.

When all this is happening, India 18 found to
be extending her hand of friendship to all those who
are turning to her for succour. What India has done
for the people of Baungla Desh, inspite of her own
problems, inevitably entitles her to command world

respoct.

But India is not a country to boast of all this
since she considers it part of her mission to wipe
out racial enemity, poverty, human sufferings and
conflicts arising from ideologies, not only from India
but also from the world at large. Working for world
peace is, in her view, being faithful to her religion.
In the same way, siding with those in distress and
with those who are being treated unjustly, is, accor-
ding to her, acting in accordafice with her philoso-
phy which teaches «Satya Jayate Mewa.» Truth alone
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triumphs. Unless we realize this fact, we cannot un-
derstand why India granted asylum to His Highness
Dalai Lama of Tibet.

India has always said no to war. But if there
is any war to which she has said yes and has even
accepted to wage without delay and hesitation it is
war against nuclear war itself, poverty, sufferings and
illiteracy. The Indian leaders have always shown con-
cern over the dangers which have besetted and threa-
tened the world with the accumulation of destruc-
tive weapons. If other countries have shown interest
in the invention of the latest nuclear weapons, India
has been busy making the world safe from the nu-
clear war which, if allowed to take place. will re-
duce the whole world to ashes. Her appeal has al-
ways been in favour of peace. And this fact has
been clearly borne out by the very words that Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru, one of the Prides of India, ut-
tered in his broadcast — speech in April 3, 1948.
This is what he said among other things: «We live
in an age of orisis...... In the multitude of crises —
political and economic, that face us, perhaps the
greatest crisis of all is that of the human spirit.
Till this crisis of the spirit is resolved, it will
be difficult to find a solution for the other
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crises that afflict us. We talk of world government

and one world, and millions yearn for it. Earnest
efforts continue to be made to realize this ideal of
the human race, which has become so imperative to-
day. And yet these efforts have thus far proved inef-
fective, even though it becomes clearer that if there
is to be no world order then there might be no or-
der at all left in the world. Wars are fought and
won or lost. and the victars suffer almost as much
as the vanquished. Sursly, there must be something
wrong about our approach to this vital problem of the
age. something essential lacking... We talk of the rights
of individuals and nations, but it must be remembered
that every right carries an obligation with it. There has
been far f~a much emphasis on rights and far too
little on obligations; if oblizations were undertaken
rights would naturally flow from them. This means
an appreach of life different from the competitive
and acquisitive anproach of to-day. To-day fear con-
Sumes us all—fear of the futnre. fear of war,fear of the
people of the nations we dislike and dislike us. That
fear may be justified to some extent. But fear is an
ignoble emotion and leads to blind strifs. Let us try
to get rid of this fear and base our thoughts and
actions on what is essentially right and moral, and
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then gradually the orisis of the spirit will be resol-
ved, the dark clouds that surround us may lift and
the way to the evolution of a world order based on
freedom will be clear.”

Words like these have bzen uttered by the In-
dian leadsrs, not once, twice or thrice but as often
as world peace and order have been menaced. Many
hot-headed statesmen might say that India likes har-
ping on the same string. In fact, this remark con-
tains some truth but not the whole truth. The whole
truth will be to say that in doing so, Tndia has al-
ways wanted to drive the point home that a world
war will mean the end of the world and that of
the human species, of course.

Nehru’s statement, viewed from any angle, bearg
testimony to the fact that Tndia is for peace and
that her leaders’ minds have been prenccupied not
only by the domestic problems but also by inter-
national problems. Indian leader J. Nehru had even
gone as far as to diagnose the causes of world war,
and ultimately he arrived at the canclusion that alj
the ills could be remedied by a World Government,
In this connection, he opined that the machinery for
A is not difficult to devise. To quote him “it can
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be an extension of the federal principle, a grewth of
the idea underlying the United Nations, giving each
nationa! unit freedom to fashion its destiny according
to its genius, but subject to the basic covenant of a
world government.”

Dealing as we do with India’s contribution to
werld peace, we cannot ignore Mahatma Gandhiji who
has personally forged the weapon which bhas helped
india in fighting and winning her war against
foreign rule without having shed a drop of
blood. The weapon we are referring to is the doc™
trine of non-violence. Many people have regarded it
as a passive submission to evil. Ia fact, it is not
that, but an active and positive instrument for the
peaceful solution of international differences. Whe-
ther one admits it or not, it is a fact that the
doctrine of non-violence is the greatest contribution
made by India towards world peace and harmony. '

But the path of non-violence can be trod by on-
ly those who believe that ends and means cannog
be separated, for the means ultimately governs the
end_,, and also by those who recoznise the supre-

acy of moral law, »

India through her leaders has always shown the
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way in which the world order can be successfully
established. She has always tried to eliminate fear
and replace it by love, for she knows that it is ea.
sy to co-exist when we like each other. As a mat-
ter of fact, if there iy any ceuntry which has not
dissinated her energies with a view to bringina other
countries under her dominion., 1t is Tndia herself.
Angé if she has done her utmost to bring the world
closer in unity she has done so with goed and frien-
dly intention and on a principle of egnality. Tndia
has never liked to resard anv countrv, however no-
warful, as her Master. Likewise. she has never liked
anv country to trsat her as such. What India desi.
rez to bs to other countries is their friends. ITn the
same way, she expects others to regard her as such.
India has been, nerhans, the {irst country which has
realized the futility ef imposing one’s will, ideology
and rule on others.

Frankly sneaking, we have found that it is al-
ways those countries which bave been bent on bringing
the world under their heels that have instizated and
sre responsible for world war. Only if each country
would bave taken a _leaf out of India’s book, there
would have been certainly mo cause for ths world
to be torn by war due to clashes of ideologies and
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racial hostility. Jawaharlal Nehru once defined co-
existence as follows: “But when we differ in opi-
nions, in ways of life, even in objectives, and yet
forbear and try to understand each other, that is co-
existence”

Co-existence has become essential for human survi-
val in peace and harmony more than ever before. And if
this is accepted as an undeniable fact, then we should
acknowledge that .India has made significant contri-
bution towards it since she has not only preached
co-existence but has also practised it. A look at her
history is enough to convince us of this fact.

Therefore, it is to the point to say that India
has tremendously paved the way for world peace in
many ways. The prayer that her people chant daily
baging and ends with the words «OM and Shantiy»
which mean peace and which also remind us of God
onr creator. This goes to prove that peace has been
given top priority in all the aetions undertaken by
India and her people Tt is also not too much t» say
that she has besn the first, if not. the only country
Whose people have adopted non-viol=nce as being the
very fundamental law governimy human life.

India and the leaders she has produced, have al-
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ways valued human life more than material gains
Asoka is an outstanding example. He is said to have
renounced war after scoring many a victory in the
battle field. What motivated his act of renunciation
was, no doubt, his consideration for human lives that
were vainly involved and lost. Taking this into con.
sideration, we observe that India’s love of peace does
not date back yesterday but from the very dawn
of human history.

Even in this century we are living, India finds
herself championing the cause of world peace. As
can be supported by her actions, India has never
allowed herself to sit on the fence when the world
has been going on the war path; she has also never
kent silent when her neighbouring countries’ dignity
freedom and peace have been outraged, threatened,
and disturbed. We still remember how India raised
her voice in favour of the liberation of the Suez
Cansl, and also in pleading for the Peonle’s Repu-
blic of China’s admission to the United Nations. Yes,
India is still contributing her mite to the cause of
world peace. This becomes clear when we realise how
Jndia went out of her wav teo unheld and espouse
the cause of Bangla Desh so that to- day she stands
on her own legs, and also when we realize how at
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present she is engaged in the oampaign which aims at
making of Indian Ocean a nuclear — free zone of
peace. Of course, she is doing all this not from
any selfish motive but for ome main reason;
and that is to prevent a catastrophe which might
trigger off a world war, resulting in victory for none
but defeat for one and all.



CHAPTER II

LOKMANYA TILAK

[EPHIS typical chitpawan Maratha Brahmin—known

as the greatest Indian Leader of the Pre- Gan-
dhian era — was born en 23rd July, 1856. To his
motherland, he was her darling, for he never failed
t6 respond to her call and to serve her as a true
son. To his people, he was their uncrowned king, for
he reigned over their hearts, yet without caring for .
any royal title.

But in the eyes of his hostile eritics, he was
the dangerous pioneer of disaffection and the Father
of Indian Unrest. His critics never failed in their
duty to aim at him thsir sharp arrows of critioism.
But they never succeeded in casting off the slough
£ his patriot’sm. Instead, they rather seemed to stir
his blood and 1o spur ‘him on towards more actions. No-
Lody’s actions but his have done more to arouse the
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Indian Nationalism and for this reason, among the ma-
kers of the India of Today his name topped the list.

It was in 1879 that he took his degree in law,
and from then began his career as an educationist.

The Poona New FEnglish School, the Deccan
Educational Society and the Fergusson College —
were his brain-children. Like Gandhi and many other
great citizens of 'ndia, Tilak too turned up his nose at
everything that was foreign and his mind revolted
at seeing the Westernized type of education
gaining ground in his country. According to him, it
was this that seemed to dwarf the greatness of In-
dia. And thus, to elevate her status to a new height,
he did not vainly strain all his nerves to infroduce a
new national type of education — An education that
might re-instate India on her ancient pedestal of great-
ness from which she was fallen.

As a critic of the Foreign connection, ke was
always loud acainst the foreign rule which he consi.
dered to be an absolute evil. He attributed India’s
misery and backwardness to British Rule. In this cam-
paign, a necessity was thrust upon him — that of be-
coming a Journalist. For, that was the only way pos-
sible to be able to fight injustice. Soon, he, so to
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say, gave birth to two papers; the Kesari and
the Mahratta. These reflected a radical nationalist
view-poiat, 1t was not long befere they becamea po-
werful machinery in his hands for all round politi-
eal education and nationalist propaganda. All this he
did because he wanted the Political advancement of
India.

As a politician, he was really very brillant and
astute. He was well aware that only inspirations
could lend him power in his mission. And wise as
he was, he knew from where to draw them. Even
religion was pressed into service by him to fight the
cause of his country’s freedom. He took his cue from
Hindu Gods and heroes, and he made use of them
for infusing new spirit among the people.

Tilak was the first leader in India to have intro-
duced a really popular movement in the guise of re-
ligious festival. Tn 1893, he hit unon the original
idea of mtroducing the Ganapati Festival, with a
view to awakening the religious fervour of his coun-
trymen and to implant into them a spirit of courage,
patriotism, discipline and unity. Fven boys in schools
and colleges were ehicouraged to participate in the
celebration so that they might be imbued with the
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feelings of devotion to their motherland.

This Ganapati festival became in due courso
a real people’s movement and it instilled into the
Maratha Youth a new patriotic zeal. And in an age
when mass propaganda was yet in its infancy, this
festival, needless to say, assumed the role of a po-
tent instrument for political education.

Satisfied with the result of the Ganapati cele
bration, Tilak organised the Shivaji festival in 1895
in honour of the great national hero of the Mara-
thas. Again the motive was more directly political.
By publicising the «grandeur» of Shivaji who won
freedom of his country in the days of the Mughals,
Tilak aimed at preparing the people for the strug-
gle of liberty and for the creation of a strong and
united national movement.

As expected, this festival, too, yie]déd successful
result. It created an unthought furore among the

masses, and the dormant spirit of service for the
Motherland in the Maratha Youth too was roused.

On the occasions of these festivals, no effort was
spared to enliven the atmospRere and to incite the
people against the British Government.
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Although violence was not generally preached,
other ways were resorted to do the trick. Expert ath.
letes and fencers demonstrated “Lathi” play; «akha-
ras» were started; meetings were held; patriotio and
religious songs “Kirtans” were sung; «Kathas» ser=
mons and ballads were delivered and recited, and
political speeches were made. — A ty-
pical poem which was popular then ran as follows:-
«Listen, we shall risk our lives on the battlefield in
a national war; we shall shed upon the earth the
life - blood of the enemies who destroy eur reli-
gion. We shall die after killina» Another poem was
direotly seditious and one of its stanzas read thus:
«Alas, you are not ashamed to remain in sarvitide ..
die but kill the Fnalish. This is called Hindustan;
how is is that the English rule 7

Titak was the first Congrese leader to have found
the prison’s bars shut upon him. In 1882 he was sen”
tenced to four months of imprisonment for raising his
voice against the treatment meted out to the Ma-
haraia of Kolhanur. Tn 1897 he was sentenced to 18
months’ imprisonment — this time for having insti-
gated the murder of twe Enropean officers, Mr. Rand
and Lt. Ayerest, th.rbu;._h his articles in the “Kesari”
during the Plague agitation in Bombay. Again in 1909
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he was tried for having criticised the government’s
repressive policy against the Bengal revolutionaries and
was thrown into jail at Mandalay for six years. Du-
ring his trial, he is said to have conducted his
own defence and spoke for full 21 hours and 10 mi-
nutes. At the end of which, here is the remark he
made: «There are higher powers that rule the desti-
nies of things, and it may be the will of Providence
that the cause I represent may prosper more by my
suffering than my remaining free.”

It might be that during hisimprisonment at Man-
dalay, he might have grown emaciated. But in one
way, it was a blessing in disguise, for this gave him
opportunity to complete his monumental «Arctic Home
of the Vedas» and « Gita Rahasya », works which
mirrored his deep scholarship and remarkable intelec-
tual acumen. Indeed his researches into and study
of the ancient Vedic Civilisation and his
“ORION” was so subtle and comprehensive that
it became object of word -wide recognition, and
caught the attention of the greatest orientalists of his
day, including Max Muller; Jacoby and Bloomfield.
Another trait of his genius was the faet that he suc-
cessfully bronght home that the Aryan civilisation was
older than the Egyptian; chinese or the chaldean ci-
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vilisations, and the age of Rigveda might be traced
back to about 4000 B.C. And on the basis of geolo=
gical evidenoe, he showed that the Aryans lived ori-
ginally in North Polar regions in 8000 B.C.

His researches would have no doubt raised the
eyebrows of many, but anyway facts could not be
distorted or gainsaid. His interpretations of the Gita
also deserved great mention as an erudite philosophi-
cal feat, worthy of an intellectual giant.

Though Tilak was no inferior to any other
stars in the firnament of oriental research, he re-
nounced his pre-eminent plase and prefered to shine
as a mere political leader. He gladly laid down his
life on the altar of his country and its cause.

And many praiseworthy victories he has scored
in the Indian political field, as a founder, an exponent
and extremist.

In the Poona Municipal Board or in the Bom-
bay Legislative eouncil; in Congress committees or in
the Extremist Nationalist Party, no least detail was
allowed to escape his attention, and he dealt every
matter with an iron f¥ill, not 1o bz deflected at any
cost. His people had reasen to see i him the incar-
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nation of the Maratha character only embodied in
great figure. Yet Tilak was not a person to allow
success go to his head; on the other hand, he was
always careless of popular gush, of sentimental applause
and of mere effervescence. His speeches were always wi-

thin the reach of his people’s ken, for, his words
flowed from the perennial spring of his heart.

Tilak’s contribution towards Indian resurgence is
something like a writing on the wall which no flood
of time ocould sweep away. It is said that the Con-
gress movement before him was accidental in its mind
and with no roots in the inner spirit of the nation.
But Tilak was a leader who knew how «to break
away from the past, to revolutionise the present and
to anticipate the future.” Thus, in no longer time
he suceeeded in Indianising the National movement. As
such, he was hailed not only as the fore-runner of
Mahatma Gandhi but also as ¢the Sentinel who
knew how and when to rouse his people’s feeling
and spirit.

At a time when the Congress was said to be
loyalist to its backbone,Tilak was perhaps the first leader
to conceive and talk of Swara}* and Swadeshi. But at
that time, his ideas did not catch enough attention.
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Here is his declaration, as the spokeman of radioal
views on Congress Politics:-

«Swaraj is my birth right and I shall have it »

This slogan went a long way towards uprooting the
country’s old faith in the British sense of justice.

But the green light was given when Tilak founs
ded his Home Rule movement. At this point, it is
necessary to add that it was his Home Rule that
finally changed the course of Indian National move-
ment and served to inspire {after his death on Ist

August 1920) the freedom movement launched by
Gandhi.

And that is why to-day as well as in the Future his
name stends and will stand squarcly at the bottom
of the pyramid of Indian nation, for, it was large-
ly on his work that the upper part of the Social
structure was raised.
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CHAPTER 1II

MAHATMA GANDHIJI

«TNO die for a cause is good if the cause is noble

and your death promotes it» has said Bertrand
Russel. In fact, everything that Gandhiji did was done
to bring about happiness, understanding and harmeo-
ny. He served the downtrodden. He knew that if
his teaching or preaching was to be followed, he
had to practise what he preached. He also knew that
if he was to be understood ameng the oppressed, he
had to make of himself one among them. For this
reason, he lived up to his words.

At first, he was wearing everything that a fa-
shionable person wears — mneckties trousers, coats,
shoes and so forth. But as soon as he engaged him-
self in social work, he discarded all these. He thought
that all these would prevent hiih from leading a life
of simplicity. But the real motive behind discarding
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all these was that he wanted to look as simple and
ordinary as the teeming miilions who were going al-
most naked. His loin - cloth had, in fact, brought him
closer to the masses than could have done his fashio~
nable dress. What is more, his new dress put him
on an equal footing with them so that he did not look
a stranger in their midst nor an imposter when he
spoke on their behalf.

He did not serve his people from a distant. Ins-
tead he went to them, moved with them, listened tc
them so as to better understand their difficulties and
agpirations. He was aware that to beiter serve some-
one, one must know what the someone needs or
wants. And to be able to know this, one must live
with him. This Gandhiji did. Consequently he became
a voice of the dumb massss. The masses did not just
follow his preaching; they also followed him. They
became so to say, his shadow.

Among the things that he attached the greatest
importance to were truth and punctuality. What he
uttered had éssentially to be in comformity with
truth, He appreciated and always insisted upon punc-
tuality. Thus, he was a man of his words. No least
detail was allowed to escape his attention. As a lea-
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der, the first thing he adopted and practised was sim-
plicity. He knew that as a leader, he was watched.
He was wise enough not to preach simplicity while
himself indulging in luxuries. He reduced his needs
and wants to a few essential ones. 'n this way, even
his life reflected simplicity.

We have very often found that many messages
and appeals have not received the attention they de.
served. This is because these have come from per-
sons of no principle or from persous who just preach,
but themselves acting against what they preach. When
Gandhiji spoke of simplicity, he had =already made
his life simple. We should not forget this fact if we
want to emulate Gandhiji’s example.

He wag a friend of all. But friendship had a
limit for him. — Never did he allow friendship
to preponderate over justice. He was impartial in his
views; but never imposing. He listened and had his
ears open to criticism as well as to suggestions.
But he obeyed, first of all, the voice of his
conscience. What his conscience rejected, he kept
away from, no matter even if the world was to be
against him for that matter. He nover broke friend-
ship with someone because the latter has not shared
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- his views. He believed in every one’s right of seeing

things as he pleased. Anyway, Gandhiji did his best
to convince his friend if he saw that the latter was
going astray. i

Gandhiji could have become a dictator had he
not been humble in his attitude. His doctrine of non
violence made him regard life as the most sacred
thing which was not to be trifled with.

Thanks to his humility, even children were at-
tracted by him. They felt as much atease in his
company as in their parents’. His humour and the
jokes he cracked had the power of makimg anybody
burst in laughter.

His fingers were always fzeling the pulse of his
people. When he had to make them do something,
bhe appealed not to their mind, but to their heart.
Because, he knew that ultimately it is the heart thai
rules supreme over the mind. Mind is like wind. Tt
can change. Not so, the heart.

It is not right to say that he had ever taken upon
himself the responsibility of solving the problems of
anybody. He had oniy helped people to solve their
own problems themselves. In doing so, Gandhiji had
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taught them to rely on themselves. His spinning wheel
carried no message except that of self-reliance. He wan
ted to see every one being his own master $O that none
might be the slave of anybody.

He nursed no rancour. Thus he was able to win
the hearts of even his opponents. Many persons
would be tempted to say that he was an enemy of
the capitalists, considering the fact that he had always
championed the cause of the oppressed. In fact, he
had friends among the capitalists. What he hated
was not the capitalists but exploitation. The capita-
lists who made good use of their money by contri-
buting to the sacial well-being, had earned great esteem
in Gandhiji’s eyes. G.D. Birla and Bajaj — the mul-
timillionaires — were his fast friends.

He never fooled anybody, although he could
have easily done so. Instead, he used to open their
eves to the real state of affairs. When people suffe-
red, he was greatly pained and upset. For, he con-
sidered himself inseparable from them. He had cast
his dice with them. For him to be happy, the peo-
ple had to be happy first.

There came a time in Gandhiji’s life when his
advice was, so to say, a torch which helped one who





