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f.,dmir.:.1on to ch.-onlt sick homes or mental hospitals ·fnust be 
reporce.ti immeditte:y to the Secretary for Indian Affair5, Pretori3, 
fos r e ·\' f• ?W of Lh~ pension or grant. 

Maintenance grants. 

12. :"he g• ant or allowance has been determined on the infer• 
m.1.tion ;;s shown in the application form. Death of any rrember of 
the family, or change in marital status, income, value of pr,·: ?rty, an<! 
the ces.$ation ol school attendance or departure from hor,., :,f any o 
the depen~ent children, must be reported without d,,•;;:, to th, 
Se-cn,tary (oc- lnd'an Affair5, Pretoria. Persons in receipt of aii,;,-.vances i1 · 
res?ecr. of foster-chik:ren in their c.:.re must report should my of th · 
fost;;ir-c'1 ildren lea~e scr.oo! or their custody. 

See als, , in :.tructiom on p:ii;es 5 and 6. 
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Ortice of ihe Imnri;g a.tion Officer, t' 

CRIMINAL·INVEST~GATION DEFARTMENTi 
K'mberl , 1st MARCH 1,24. 

,.. 
C E R· T . I F • • I •· C A 

MAY, 1 CONCERN. 

Th1!l is to' cHfrtify r •O ' 

..i,IN.~~- --:1~ . 1 • 

HENRY ~AND:ii:~• BENNETT, whos 

t • . 
hotofl ph Js heraon 

' ( 

pannj.tted by the uthoritiea to enter th~ Cap Province from 
. .. ' . ., . -

rov:i:nce of the Transvaal, where he ;is a Registered Asiat 

he holder of Transvaal Asiatic Rsgj.sttati~n Certifiaat~, No. I 
I • t'. • 

t ed ~ 1• f1LI.He is a~out S.,01. yenrs
1 

o'Uage artd is a"1 ~resen 

! / 

employaa at 'tne Savoy Hotel :imber1,,: His Thumb impressio 
I I . ' 

are ~n th~s do·cumen~. . ije 
1

is also f3'rmittEfti to E!]?RM , 

remain in tlie 'Cape Province, vide communi•at1on re eived 

rrom the Prin ip l . Immig~! t • ~ 
• T (~ .... ' / 

an qated, f • q '1 
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IDHON OF SOlJTH AFRICA. 

Department of the Interior, 

Pretoria, 1st August, 1913. 

Under the powers conferred on .me by paragraph 

(a) of Sub-Section (1) of Section 4 of the Immigration 

Regulation Act 1913 (A.ct Ko.22 of Hn3) I hereby deem every 

Asiatic person to be unsuited on economic grounds :-

(1) to the requirements of the Union and 

(2) to the requirements of every province in the Union. 

(a) in which such person is not domiciled, or 

(b) in which such person is not, under the 
terms of any Statute of such Province, entitled 
to reside. 

Department of Interior, 

Pretoria 1.8.1913. 
(Sgd.) J.C.SMUTS, 

Acting :Minister of the 
Interior. 





Ap1Jearing .below1 in alphabetical order, are some. of 
the many. ships which carrie4l Jndian immigrant 

labourers from India to Natal:= 
The number of labo~rers i1nrn1gra~1ts bro!~ght into the 

Colony totalled .152 .184,, ,. 
• ' : ' ' ~ i • ' 

Atlanta 
Belvedere 
Blenheim 
Canada 
Carnatic 
Castleton 
Chupra 
Coldstream 
Congella 

Copenhagen 
Courla11d 
Cyrene/ 
Dumph';ile Castle 
Foyle .· . . 
Gainsborough 
Glenroy 
l'. izard 
Jason 

•John Allen . 
'John Dav~ 
Jumna 
Laurel , 
Lord George , 

Bentinck 
Mars 
Mercha11t Mah 
Na

1

deri 

I No;thern Monatch 
: Pfolosopher 
: Plassey ; 

. •.i Pongola . •·• ,, 
' Quath:la111ba • :1 

; lled Riding· Hood 
' St. Kilcla ', 

Soaphia Joaki1n 
Sophia • • 

Suff6lk 
,iTaif · '/1 

UrnfulJ; • 
Uml11qti 
Umkui i 
Umoria 
Umtata 
Umvoti 
Umzinto 

CONC;RATJJLA''fIONS From 

49 

KAY~ !irU:§,ffil 
Try Us For All Vegetarian Foods 

Stockists of HYGEA HEALTH FOODS 

HIGH PROTEIN SAVOURY SUCES 

BUltGERS UI rATTIES G) SMOKED SAUSAGES 

LV, ~,NACKS 

NO A,NIMAL FATS 
NO CHOLESTRAL 

Monday Specials For All South Indians 

ADMIN BLOCK PHQ;'.,IE 852-3441 

UMLAZI - last ship, 
arrive cl · J ulyi.21 ,· 
i 191°1. 

.• . . .,..__ 
' · • 

: , 

X ~~~;;ir-­
\~~ ·~ 

', . ~ 

-.,1, ,1 

' r 'J.:,•, ;~ 
I ~~~~~~ , 

Warora' 
York 
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SHABBIR AHMED BANOOBHAI 
Shabbir Banoobhai was born on 23 October 1949 in 
Durban, South Africa. He attended the Orient Islamic 
School where he matriculated in 1967. After this he 
qualified as a teacher at the Springfield College of Edu­
cation in 1970 and taught at the Port Shepstone High 
School until mid 1974. He obtained a Bachelor of Com­
merce Degree from the University of South Africa in 1973 
and the Honours Bachelor of Accounting Science Degree 
in 1976. In the course of these studies, he obtained a pass with distinction in several subjects. He lectured in the Department of Accounting and Auditing at the University of Durban-Westville from July 197 7 to December 1982 where he also lectured occasionally in the Department of English . He qualified as a Cost and Management Accountant in 1983 and is presently registered as a consultant with the Small Business Development 

Corporation. 
Shabbir has had a book of poems, "echoes of my other self', published by Ravan Press in 1980 . The book was prescribed for study at the Honours course in English at the University of Durban-Westville. A second volume of poetry, "shadows of a sun-darkened land" , was published by Ravan Press, Johannesburg in 1984. 
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Superintendent Henry Budhram (right) congratulates Director Hariram Badul on his new post at Loop Street police station. 
' Picture by NASH NARRANDES 

City police get a com.missioner 
DIRECTOR Hariram Badul (46) has 
taken over as the Station Commis­
sioner for Loop Street police station 
and other stations in the CBD area. His • 
is the first such appointment in Kwa­
Zulu-Natal. There are 46 station com­
missioner posts to be filled in the mid­
lands alone. 

Badul, who has been the station com­
mander at Mountain Rise police sta­
tion since 1989, was appointed ·to the 

position on December 1 and took over 
his duties yesterday morning. 

Badul said Jiis first priority is attend­
ing to the needs of community involve­
ment 

One of his aims is to establish a "vic­
tim support unit" as part of the Recons­
truction Development Project. This 
unit would deal with all victims of 
crime, whether they have been affected 
emotionally, physically or finan-

cially. 
Badul was born in Stanger and at­

tended school there. He has a police 
science degree. 

The new commissioner says part oJ 
his success is because he has a good 
command of Zulu and has been in­
volved with informal settlements 
around Mountain Rise; where he ini­
tiated community policing. 

-Witness Reporter, 
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The man most likely 
to get employers and 
their employees talking 

The new president of the Industrial Court has 
been known to turn to the Latin poets for 

inspiration when delivering his judgments 

Advocate Mohammed 
Ameen Ebrahim Bulbulia, 
the new president of the In­
dustrial Court, is the man 
most likely to neutralise the 
adversarial relationship of 
Sou th Africa's organised 
labour and employers. 

The devout Muslim, car­
penter and calligrapher 
blends his legal skills with 
his knowledge of poetry and 
literature, often leaving his 
courtrooms abuzz with 
laughter. 

The fact that the Industri­
al Court will evenhially be 
replaced by arbitration 
through the Commission for 
Conciliation, Mediation and 
Arbitration does not deter 
the sprightly 67-year-old 
who says he enjoys every bit 
of his stay on the bench. 

Bulbulia has even been 
known to tum to the Latin 
poets for inspiration. 

In delivering a recent 
judgment on a case concern­
ing an employer who had 
tired of his mistress-secre­
tary' s charms, he quoted 
Catullus: "The kiss I stole, 
when thou and I, dear girl 
were romping in the glade, 
Did nectar in its sweetie out­
vie, But oh, how dear for it I 
paid." 

The applicant won her 
case and got her job back. 

After an employee was 
dismissed on the grounds of 
eccentricity, Elulbulia rein­
stated the applicant saying: 
"I have a benign empathy 
for eccentric persons and I 
think the worid would be a 
very dull place without 
them .. . many high achiev­
ers and geniuses such as 
Socrates and Albert Einstein 
are known to have had ec­
centric qualities and queer 

SUNDAY PROFILE 

FARHANA ISMAIL 

mannerisms and I am not in­
clined to condtmn an em­
ployee simply because he 
happens to be an odd-ball or 
a maverick." 

Bulbulia says he writes 
his judgments in "layman's 
language" and, with his lib­
eral education, he is able to 
quote from a variety of liter­
ary points of view. 

On a more serious note, 
Bulbulia says he and his col­
leagues are faced with nu­
merous challenges, the chief 
of which is the huge backlog • 
facing the Industrial Court. 
The court has to resolve 
more than 10 000 cases in the 
next three years 

It is only hearing cases up 
to November ll 1996. Dis­
putes after this period are 
being referred to the com­
mission for com iliation and 
thereafter will be arbitrated 
by the Labour Court. 

Bulbulia expects to be 
kept busy for the next few 
years. 

The introduction of the 
new Labour Relations· Act, 
and the fact that labour and 
management are still on the 
opposite sides of the table, 

mean that his work is cut out 
for him. 

"It is not that I am sym­
pathetic to workers, but I do 
believe that if processes are 
unfair, that should be high­
lighted. 

"Every case should be 
based on merit, and my job 
on the bench is designed to 
reduce conflict and act as 
custodians for those who 
feel aggrieved." 

Bulbulia studied for his 
law qualifications in London 
because, he says, it was too 
much trouble to obtain the 
"permit" required to allow 
him to attend a ·"white" uni­
versity. 

When he returned to 
South Africa, he was refused 
permission to have liis own 
chambers in His Majesty's 
Building in Pretoria, then the 
home of many advocates, 
because he was Indian. 

As a result, he decided 
not to practise as an advo­
cate and switched over to 
the side bar where he spe­
cialised in Supreme Court 
work. 

Bulbulia was appointed 
to the Industrial Court after 
the Wiehann commission 
recommended it be estab­
lished in 1980. He has since 
become the longest serving 
member of the court. 

Bulbulia is proud of his 
simple and down-to-earth 
attitude. He has delivered 
some 149 judgments, of 
which 90 have been reported 
in law journals. 

He is an active member 
of a number of social, cultur­
al and educational bodies in 
Gauteng, including Lawyers 
for Human Rights and the 
Independent Association of 
Advocates of South Africa. PTO • 
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Advocate Mohammed Bulbulia has a 'benign empathy' for eccentric people PHOTOGRAPH: COBUS BODENSTEII', 
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Prominent Durban busi­
nessman and cultural 
leader Jamnadas Thakor 
"JT" Bhoola (72) died yes­
terday after a long illness. 

He was - the brother of 
Grey Street Local Affairs 
Committee member Mr 
CT Bhoola. 

A senior director of N 
Bhoola and Sons and oth­
er business and property 
companies, Mr Bhoola 
was a past president of 
the the Rotary Club of 
Durban and servedon the 
council of the Boy Scouts 
of South Africa since 
1976. 

He represented South 
Africa at the 26th World 
Conference of Boy Scouts 
in Montreal in 1977. 

He was on the council 
of the University of 
Durban-Westville and the 
Mount Edgecombe Town 
Board, and was a patron 
and trustee of several cul­
tu r a I and social~ 

organisations. t: 
Mr Bhoola is SU~~· 

by his wife Champ;~,,.°'" 
Di lip and two da+;.f.) ~~ 
Rashmi and ~;a_,,;;4'~­
four grandchile:..,.,,.-~~~ .. 
survived by five', !'1 i,'{ 
and four sisters. '\.;•? 
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Tributes to Natvarlal Babenia 

.:A comrade worth emulating 
By Juggie Naran 

UMKHONTO we 

Sizwe veteran Na­

too Babenia, who 

believed in a non­

racial South Africa, 

is the kind of South 

, African, Indians 

should emulate, 

said ANC provin­

cial chairman Sbu 

Ndebele. 
He was addressing a 

large crowd that had 

gatl1ered at Durban's 

Justice Hall , Ecu-

menical Centre Trust 

where a memorial 

service was held for 

the freedom fighters 

Dorothy Nornzansi 

'Mam D' Nyembe 

and Babenia last 

Saturday. • • 

Ndebele noted 

attempts by certain 

organisations and the 

'Third Force' to divide 

the African and 

Indian communities, 

particularly by reviv­

ing the 1949 riots. 

Ndebele likened the 

Need additional income ? 

If you have connections in or access to employees in 

GOVERNMENT, COUNCIL, MUNICIPALITIES, 

CORPORATION, PORTNET, EDUCATION DEPT, 

HOSPITAL SERVICES, MILITARY SERVICES 

• AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS ... 

and have the common sense ability to build a sales 

team, big or small, that will report to you ... your 

own transport ... then essentially you qualify to 

earn a substantial apiount of commission --

on a monthly basis .. . part or fuH time. 

Your sales team will be making Jong· term loans 

available to the above listed employees, 

at attractive interest rates ... you check that the 

applicl!-tiop forms are filled out correctly and 

get them promptly to head office for processing ... 

it's that simple ! Ag1;:nts are required in all cities 

and towns throughout KwaZulu Natal.Training is 

free to both yourself and the agents you appoint 

and importantly there is no franchise-fee payable 

... interested ? Contact Kayleen 

8-30am to 4-30pm 031 .309 1552 . 

PWOT 
FINANCE 

135 Stamford Hill Road Durban KwaZulu Natal 

riots to that of a quar -

rel between a 14 and 

a 16-year-old. 
He said while South 

African Indians else­

where have exp-

• ressed solidarity with 

the majority and 

decided they will fol­

low Babenia, the 

communities in 

Chatsworth and 

Phoenix thought dif­

ferently - mucfi to the 

• party's amazement. 
Ndebele said the 

party in the province 

suffered two great 

I asses over the fes­

tive season - that 

of 'Mam D' and 

Babenia, who 

died on New 

Year's Day. 

SIGNIFICANT 

Babenia, born on 

March 28, 1924 ar 

Coedmore Road, 
Bellair in Durban, 

was a veteran of 

two struggles -

Indian and South 

African. 
He participated 

in the 1942 Quit 
India - Campaign 

while living in the 

village of Palsana 

near Baroda after 

his family emigrat­
ed to India in 
1936. • 

In the 13 years in 
India as a member 

of the Praia 

Manda!, Babenia 

was arrested three 

times and sen­
tenced to three 
months imprison­

ment. He con­
tributed to the 
Indian struggle by 

blowing up a post 

office and a police 

station in Palsana. 

The villa~e later 

honoured him by 

allowing him to hoist 

the Indian flag in 

1947. This he once 

described as the 

"proudest moment in 

my life." 
Babenia returned to 

South Africa in 1949 

and joined the 

Congress movement 

and the Communist 

Party. 
EXPLOSIONS 

After the ANC was 

banned in 1960, 

Babenia joined the 

ranks of Curnick 

'Mthakathi' Ndlovu, 

Jacob Zuma, Billy 

Nair, Ebrahim Ismail 

Ebrahim, Ronnie Kas­

rils, Sonny 'Bobby' 

Singh, Eric 'Khela' 

Mtsl1ali and Maud 

Mfusi. 
"He was the second 

in command of the 

technical commit­

tee," said Nair. The 

head was Bruno 

Mtolo, also known as 

'Mr X', who turned 

traitor. 
"He gave evidence 

against all of us 

including Mandela." 

Nair and Ebrc1him 

recalled with fond­

ness Babenia's fool­

hardy attempts at 

making bombs. 
"He used a spoon 

once to mix the pro­

portions and every 

thing blew up. He 

had the entire neigh­

bourhood down at 

his flat," they 

Natoo Babenia 

recalled. 
Babenia served six­

teen years on Robben 

Island. The first day 

that he arrived there, 

he was beaten 

unconscious, he 

records in his book, 

Memoirs of a 

Saboteur, which wc1s 

released in 1996. 
Mandela was 

brought to the prison 

a few year later, and 

Babenia who had 

some nursing experi­

ence under his belt, 

worked in the hospi­

tal. He then became a 

communication link 

between the leader -

ship and the rest of 

the pol/tical prisoners 

on the island. 
He also got to mas­

sage Mandela's knees 

and legs once. 
A humble mc1n with 

simple tastes which 

included a fondness 

ior brown bread and 

pickles, Babenia 

worked as a volun­

teer librariah at the 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Library in Durban 

before his dec1th. 
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PEOPLE'S CHAJ\IPION 

BANGTOO: To the rescue 

A MAN from Verulam north of Durban who has "adopted" a lost pigeon is desperately trying to get in touch with the bird's owners. 
Satish Bangtoo said this week the grey and white pigeon which has a tag attached to its leg had flown into his garage in Cott- . onlands, Verulam, recently. 

Bangtoo said although the bird was no trouble and he did not mind feeding or caring for it, he was sure that its real owners were concerned about its where­abouts and wanted it back. 
He has placed advertisements in local ne\Vspapers describing 

the bird and the tag attached to its leg but has received no re­sponse to date. 
He believes the bird may be a racing pigeon or a pet. The pi­geon is grey and white and has a tag with the details SA 818 at­tached to it. 

The owners should contact Bangtoo on (0322) 333182 or (0322) 333602. 
• This column is a small way of recognising unsung champions who have helped uplift and bring comfort to others. If you know someone who you feel fits the bill, contact us on 3082304. 
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Seventies look 
for Shakila 

Before .. . Shakila Bali. 

0 
UR second Redken Makeover of the 
Month for February is Shakila Bali, 
who has opted for a '70s look. 

After cutting Shakila's below-shoul­
der-length hair, Ronald permed it with a 
Redken New Trust Perm, after which the hair 
was treated with a CAT Protein Treatment. 

Fire red and really red low-lites were then 
used to create a look that's all the rage in Eu­
rope at the moment, said Ronald. 

For make-up, Joy Martin applied foundation, 
using a slightly darker shade to soften the jaw 
line and a lighter shade to highlight Shakila's 
cheekbones. 

She used a black brow pencil to fill in 
Shakila's eyebrows, saying Shakila's brow had 
a "natural peak" which she should t1Se as it 
was fashionable. 

Highlighter was applied underneath 
Shakila's brow and over her eyelids, followed 
by peach eyeshadow which Joy said showed up 
nicely on dark skins. 

She framed Shakila's eyes with a black eye­

liner. 
Joy used an orange blush below her cheek­

bone, to give depth. She then blended with a 
peach blush. 

Brown lip-liner was used on the lips, followed 
by brown lipstick, which was blended with 
bronze to give it a slight sheen. 

Joy finished off with black mascara. 

WORDS: Nerissa Pitman 
MAKE-UP: Joy of G'Lamour Make-up 

School(~ 7017672) 

HAIR: Ronald of R & B Hair Studio 
CLOTHING: Truworths 

-., 
I 
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NARENDRA SHANA 
Evaluating company efficiency 

H. h d. .fod°l;;__'7d b. 
1g 1v1 en s a 1gger 

DIRECTORS of many listed SA com­

panies would better serve the interests 

of their shareholders and the businesses 

they run by paying t'·igger dividends 

and limiting retention of earnings. 

Narendra BLana, professor of fi­

nance at the University of Durban­

Westville Graduate School of Business, 

argues close t0 half of all listed com­

panies may be naking inefficient use 

of retained earnings - with a con­

sequent flow of investment capital to 

firms making better use of their cash. 

In an article in the winter edition of 

Investment Analysts Journal, Profes­

sor Bhana describes in considerable de­

tail models he developed to evaluate 

the efficiency of 50 companies listed on 

the JSE between 1978 and 1987. • 

"The research," he says, "shows that 

benefit 

Financial Reporter 

while, on average, the companies bE;ne­

fited by way of increased share pn_ces 

as a result of retained earnings pohcy, 

the majority were penalised because of 

the extent of retention." 

Professor Bhana found "no correla­

tion" between the popular measures of 

company performance - return on eq­

uity, earnings per share and so on -

and the three measures representing 

shareholders' interests. 

The findings, he says, substantiate 

those made after a.14-year study of US 

quoted companies that the benefits of 

retaining a large portion of earnings 

are Jost because investors "penalise the 

share price". 
Professor Bhana's first empirical 

mode}, compared "shareholder-enrich­

ment (total dividends plus capit~J 
growth) to company earnings 

Twen_ty-eight of the 50 firms sur­

[;yed did better for their shareholders 

!I
an th~y would have had they paid out 

a earnmgs as dividends. 
However, comparing the "change in 

m~rket val~e" (share price) with re­
ta1~ed earnmgs over the 10 years -

w~1ch the U_DW a~ademic describes as 

a ~ore ~ehable indicator of the mar­

ket~ ra,~ing of companies' retained 

ea~mngs ' 26 paid a premium for not 

bemg more generous with dividends 

. Profes~o~ Bhana suggests that t~xa­
tion of d1v1d_ends, which was scrapped 

~ fo~m~r Fmance Minister Barend du 
. ess1s, mfluenced management deci-

s10ns _on ,payouts be_cause of "dividend 
aversion among shareholders. ~ 

. . ---====ii 
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Pioneer Springfield settler dies 

MRS Jagdai Bandulafia (90), one of the pioneer resi­

dents of Springfield in Durban, died at St Aidans 

Hospital yesterday after a long illness. 

Mrs Bandulalla is the mother of Mr Moh "' · 

Bandulalla, a Member of Parliament in t 

of Delegates. , . 
According to Mr Bandulalla, his mother 

ted to hospital in a coma about a mont . 

never regained consciousness.--Daily News r 

: I 
! '\r;cess,on f Ju 

I !'RN 

f ~:::Jss No. 

I:) ':,Ce, \ :rt 4-

_· · · j 



.. 

r, 
~ ~A. PRESS CUTTING AGENCY 
r;; (lncorpor1t1ng Preu Cllpplng 9urHu formerly 1t Essenwoocl Road, Durban} 

~ 22/23 WesleUlle. 2nd Floor. 127 Wesl SI, Dbn. 4001 

:;t. Phone 370◄03 Fax 374307 Telegraphic Address: "NEWSCUT" 

MARBURG'S BUDDING ATHLETE: Roshan Boodhram 

proudly shows off the trophies she won at Marburg 

Primary School's recent Inter-house sports day. 

Roshan is in Std 1. Photo by Jay's Studio. 
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The major's daughter 

Val Benjamin may be very 

.,slim and dainty looking but 

she is packed with dyna­

mite and one of the top 

Economic and Political 

Consultants in Natal. 

Val grew up in Port 

Shepstone where her father 

was the highest ranking 

Indian in the Security 

branch of the SA Police, 

hence her nickname "the 

major's daughter". She did 

not have a very happy 

childhood as her parents 

were incompatible and she 

tended to spend a lot of 

time on her own, mostly 

thinking. Val, her sister and 

three brothers were 

brought up to be very 

objective and creative in 

their thoughts which is a 

policy Val has followed 

throughout her career. 

She loved school and 

excelled in economics, in 

fact her other nickname 

was "Textbook". Naturally 

all the teachers adored her 

and it was no surprise when 

she decided to study for a 

BA at Durban Westville 

University with the intention 

to major in economics.She 

dropped out in her second 

year as she was selected to 

be the first Indian ever to be 

accepted for a Social 

Science Nursing degree, 

previously only opened to 

'¢vhites. One coloured stu­

dent was also accepted and 

Val was looked upon as a 

pioneer. She attended 

classes at Natal University 

but was unable to do her 

pack-work at Addington 

Hospital due to the fact that 

she was not allowed to 

touch "whites" . Therefore 

she attended St Aidens, a 

private hospital, to do her 

practical feeling a bit out of 

place there as most nurses 

were already diploma grad­

uates. Because of the big 

differenc_e in salary between 

white and non-white nurs­

es , Val decided to quit in 

the 3rd year of her four year 

course and went back to 

Westville where she com­

pleted her BA, majoring in 

economics and sociology. 

Val also did her honours in 

political sociology and it 

was during this time that 

she reached the turning 

point of her life. During her 

years on campus she was 

suspected of being a spy 

for her father which she 

says never ever was the 

case. At a specific mass 

meeting, the SRC president 

told her that her father had 

picked him up the previous 

day, insinuating Val had 

something to do with it. Val 

retaliated for the first time 

and started fighting back as 

an individual and not "as 
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the major's daughter" . 

People started to see her in 

a different light and not as 

an activist. 

Val became a junior lecturer 

at Natal University until she 

was offered a better posi­

tion as researcher for the 

Kwa Zulu/Natal lndaba 

based on the thesis for her 

honours which was very 

closely related to the 

lndaba. When the lndaba 

closed she continued to 

work on her masters degree 

until one morning she woke 

up with the idea to offer a 

service to foreign visitors by 

advising them on the 

political and economical 

situation of the country. With 

the help and guidance of 

Peter Mansfield, currently 

Management Committee 

Chairperson of Durban City 

Council, she launched her 

own company. Policy and 

Perspectives three years 

ago and has never looked 

back. She has three full time 

researchers and part time 

p.ersonnel working for her, 

besides being busy with her 

thesis on "The influence that 

the Soviet Union had on the 

ANC from 1984-1989". Val 

frequently travels overseas 

and being a female in the 

political field she always has 

a keen audience 9eing flu­

ent in English , ~frikaans, 

German and Zulu. 

She has remained objective 

and can talk to all political 

parties, although she is not 

committed to any one. Val 

takes her political example 

from Dr Van Zyl Slabbert 

whom she_ says has a natur­

al interest in politics. She is 

one of the handful of female 

Rotarians in the country and 

enjoys the meetings and 

work she can get involved 

with at the Umhatzune 

Rotarian branch where she 

is the only female member. 

Val enjoys reading, espe~ 

cially non-fiction, mostly 

political and her hobbie is to 

talk to interesting stimulat­

ing people. Sometimes she 

goes through what she calls 

"a period of pol itical 

menopause", when she 

does not watch TV or read 

newspapers. But that 

passes after a holiday or 

overseas trip and she 

soon gets back into the 

swing of things. 

Val loves visit ing nature 

reserves, enjoys a good 

bottle of red wine, a braai 

and shopping for every­

body, but herself over­

seas . Her greatest ambi­

tion is to be recognised as 

the female Van Zyl 

Slabbert in this country 

and knowing her, she will 

achieve her goal. 



.. 

nS.A. PRESS 
lnco,po,1fln9 P,ou CII CUTTING 22/23 pplng Au•uu 10 , AGENCY 

'\.. ,Phono 3704~':i°~lcllllo. 2nd Flo .. ,,, •• Essonwood n ax 374307 T ,••· 127 WoSI SI ood. Du•btn) , ~ o og,aphlc Addl8~.Db~ 4001 

Dale------~__:___ NEWSCUT" 

Budhram promoted 
pOt.lCE spokesman }\entY Budnram nas been promoted 
to tne rank of major with 
immediate ~n;ect. Budhram 
joined t'ne force \n • Pietermaritiburg 'l.'l. years 
ago. }\e was appoint~d 

... ~. ....... captain in 1991, and 1s studying for his B.Pro~ 
···degree. \\is daughter 1s 

presently at the police 
. college in Pretoria, - WR 
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□ Mr Hashim Bobat has b~en 
appointed ad~ at1on 
manager Natal and Border re­
gions of_ N(!rwich Life. ' 

/ 



Dally News Reporter VETERAN Durban pbo-
• tographer Moosa Badsha 
died in bis sleep last 
night. 

He was a photogra­
pher for close on 50 
years and was associated 
with all the newspapers 
in the city. He was for many 

years associated with 
The Daily News and up 
to about a month ago 
was a regular correspon­
dent. 

A member of his fami­
ly said Mr Badsba, who 
was in his early sixties, 
had been in poor health 
for some time and was 
admitted to Addington 
Hospital. However, he 
was later discharged. He 
had been ill for the past 
month. 

Friends and relatives 
said Mr Badsba was a 
live wire in the commu­
nity and attended many 
community functions 
when reporting for vari­
ous newspapers. A friend said that 

Mr Moosa Badsha throughout bis life Moosa 
Badsba bad always 
looked for that big story 
which be wanted to re­
port in pictures. "Moosa was a unique 

person and his simple 
style touched many peo­
ple and commanded re­
spect and friendship 
right across racial bar­
riers," said the friend. Mr Badsha was a 

bachelor and is survived 
by bis brothers and sis­
ters. 
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Backed-by cash 
Dividends can convey management's clearest policy signals 
What does a company's dividend 
policy tell us? 

The "information content of divi­
dends " hypothesis has received 
widespread acceptance by academic 
scholars as well as company managers 
involved in dividend decisions. It argues 
that company managers use dividend 
announcements to signal their beliefs 
about the prospects of the firm. 

The validity of the dividend 
information hypothesis hinges on the 
belief that management often possesses 
privileged information about the firm ·s 
future earnings potential and com­
munciates this to the general investment 
community by altering the expected 
dividend. 

Companies that were listed on the 
JSE during 1970-88 were chosen for 
this investigation. Each company must 
have had a major shift in dividend policy 
after at least two years of stable pattern. 
''Major shift" refers to either a passing, a 
resumption of dividends or a "large " 
increase/decrease in the yearly dividend 
rate of at least 40%. Random samples 
of 40 companies were selected for each 
of the four groups that represented 
"major shift" in dividend policy. 

The risk-adjusted daily abnormal 
returns (DAR) and the cumulative 
abnormal returns (CAR) were calculated 
for companies that decreased their 
dividends by at least 40% and for a 
group of securities that omitted their 
dividends .. As these groups can be 
expected to produce unfavourable 
market reaction they can be referred • to 
as "negative news ·• groups. The DAR 
for the announcement day is -8,2% for 
large dividend decreases and -10 , 5% 
percent for passed dividends. 

In the 20 trading days preceding the 
dividend announcement date, the CAR 

• values declined by 11, 3% for the large 
dividend decrease sample and by 13,3% 
for the passed dividends. These results 
suggest that substantial information may 
have reached the market prior to the 
actual dividend announcement as a 
result of active trading by insiders. 

The market reaction to companies 
that announced large dividend increases 
and companies that resumed dividends 
can be regarded as "positive news" 
announcements. The DAR for the 
announcement day is 4% for large 
dividend payments. In the 20 trading 
days preceding the dividend announce­
ment , the CAR increases by approxi­
mately 6% for large dividend increases 
and by 7 ,6% for dividend resumptions. 

The market response to dividend 
resumptions is much more pronounced 
than for large dividend increases. Large 
dividend increases may be anticipated by 
companies performing extremely well. 
However, dividend resumptions may be 
more difficult to predict and , thus , 
surprise the market. 

Comparing the market reactions to 
large dividend decreases and large 
dividend increases reveals an interesting 

Dr Narenda Bhana, of the 
Graduate School of Business, 
University of Natal, Durban­
Westvi lle, argues for closer 
examination and use of 
dividends as market signals. 

pattern. The relatively weak positive. 
reactions to dividend increases coupled 
with strong negative reactions to 
dividend decreases of a similar magni­
tude indicate that the market reacts 
more dramatically to negative than to 
positive dividend changes. 

The differential reaction to "negative 
news" and "positive news" dividend 
announcements may be explained by 
the "overreaction hypothesis" . This 
hypothesis holds that investors 
consistently o.verreact to company­
specific unfavourable news (such as 
dividend reductions). An investigation by 
Bhan a ( 1989) revealed that the JSE 
does not appear to overreact to news of 
a favourable nature. However, the JSE 
appears to be inefficient in reacting to 
the announcement of company-specific 
news which is unfavourable. 

The findings of this investigation are 
also in agreement with the observation 
by investment analysts that "share­
holders consistently overreact to 
dividend cuts , regardless of the motive". 

A further point of interest is the 
efficiency of the JSE in reacting to the 
public announcement of dividend 
changes. According to the efficient 
market hypothesis (EMH), the faster the 
market reacts to company announce­
ments, the more efficient the market. In 
terms of this criterion, the JSE appears 
to be inefficient in reacting to the public 
announcement of major dividend 
changes. For each sample group, there 
appears to be some additional share 
price adjustments, in the direction 
consistent with the announcement, for 
the 20 days following the announce­
ment. 

These adjustments are -9,8%,-9,9%, 
1 

6,4% and 9 ,2% respectively for large 
dividend decreases , dividend omissions, 
large dividend increases, and dividend 
resumptions. These results do not 
support the semi-strong EMH view since 
the market reaction to dividend 
announcements continues for a period 
up to 20 trading days after the event. 
This pattern is especially clear con-

• 
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cerning passed dividends and large 
dividend decreases, 

The EMH also suggests that investors 
acting on publicly available information 
should not be able to gain a return 
consistently in excess of the security 's 
risk0 adjusted return. The evidence of this 
investigation is not consistent with the 
hypothesis that the JSE has been 
efficient in interpreting major dividend 
changes during 1970-88. The empirical 
evidence indicates that large excess 
returns could have been earned in the 
short-term (20 days) by buying (or selling 
short} shares of companies that 
announced large dividend increases/ 
decreases. 

A systematic trader in dividend 
changing shares would have earned 
significant abnormal returns even 
though the market had effected, on 
average, large corrections before and at 
the announcement date. Again , this is 
particularly the case where_ passed 
dividends and large dividend 'cuts are 
concerned. 

The results of this investigation 
provide strong support for the informa­
tion content of dividend hypothesis . The 
empirical evidence suggests that large 
dividend changes on the JSE convey 
valuable information to investors over 

and above that contained in the 
earnings announcements. The results 
also support the view that investors 
revise their expectations in response to 
announcement of significant dividend 
changes (signalling effect}. 

Several academic researchers as well 
as many company managers regard the 
information role of dividends as 
unimportant. They suggest that equally 
efficient, cheaper alternatives exist 
through which managers can 
disseminate information to shareholders, 

The results of this study demonstrate 
that dividend announcements convey 
information over and above that 
contained in other announcements. 

Dividend policy has several attractive 
aspects as an information transmission 
mechanism. Unlike the detailed focus of 
other announcements , dividends can be 
used as a simple, comprehensive signal 
of management 's interpretation of the 
company's recent performance and its 
future prospects. Unlike most 
announcements , dividend announce­
ments must be _backed with cash 
payments. The company must either 
generate this cash or effectively 
persuade the capital market to supply it. 

In addition to the qedibility of cash 
signals, dividends are also highly visible 

compared with other announcments. An 
advantage of dividends for investors is 
the fixed , periodic nature of the 
announcements. Once dividends are 
initiated , shareholders anticipate a 
periodic signal by management , and 
management is forced to submit to 
regular review. 

The findings of this study are 
consistent with the overreaction 
hypothesis which states that the 
market's reaction to unfavourable 
announcements is much greater than 
for favourable announcements . The 
difference in announcement effect 
between positive and negative news 
groups may be partially due to an 
asymmetric reaction of risk-averse 
investors . These investors are unduly 
concerned with the preservation of their 
investment capital. 

Therefore, unfavourable news 
contained in the dividend announcement 
may well induce investors to sell quickly 
in an effort to minimise their losses. A 
similar rapid purchase activity upon 
dissemination of positive dividend news 
is unlikely. Furthermore , it is possible 
that the difference in magnitudes is a 
result of bad news in general attracting 
more publicity and response than good 
M~. LJ 
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Dit was my eerste 
kennismaking met 
S. Banoobhai 

Deur Ilse Bil!! 

SATERDAG WAS 
my eerste kennis­
making met Shabbir 
Banoobhai. Ek was 
genooi na 'n soiree in 
die Elimbeth Sneddon 
teater waar hy van sy 
gedigte sou voorlees. 

Bloor om agter-

1 
grondkennis oor 
hierdie mnr. Banoob­
hai te bekom het ek in 
'n boekwinkel gaan 
rondsnuffel in die 
hoop dat hy al iets 
gepubliseer het. Die 
uiteinde van die srorie 
was dat ek veel later 
die winke/ uit is met 
ECHOES OF MY 
OTHER SELF in die 
hand. Ek kon nie wag 
vir die soiree nie. 

Sy voorlesing was 
byna uitsluitlik uit sy 
nuwe, tweede, manu-

skrip wat volgende jaar 
deur RAV AN gepubli­
seer sal word. SHAD­
OWS OF A SUN­
DARKENED LAND. 

In 'n onderhoud voor 
af het mnr. Banoobhai 
die nuwe bundel as ouer, 
meer volwasse beskryf. 
,, Twee naasvolgende 
bundels kan nooit 
dieselfde wees nie. Mens 
ontwikkel tog. Dis net 
natuurlik." 

Filosojies 
In die gedigte wat hy 

gekies het om met ons te 
deel uit SHADOWS, 
kon mens die filosofiese 
geselstrant van ECHOES 
herken. Tog is die nuwe 
gedigte veel meer intiem 
en in 'n meer direkte rede 
gestel. Die werk weer­
s pieel ook 'n meer 
aktiewe betrokkenheid, 
terwyl ECHOES meer 
nadenkend, introspektief 
voorkom. 

Die inspirasie tot die 

gedigte is in SHADOWS 
mecr aktueel en meer 
spesifiek uit te ken as 
enkele gebeurtenis in die 
eindproduk, ECHOES 
se inspirasie blyk meer in 
emosies te le. 

A41 • Muslim is die 
filosofie van onderwerp­
ing deur worsteling vir 
mnr. Banoobhai 'n 
belangrike grondslag en 
hierdie twee elemente is 
deutgaans in al sy werk 
teenwoordig as die 
saadlobbe van dissipline 
en emosie, waarsonder 
mnr. Banoobhai erken 
geen gedig van horn sal 
kan ontkiem nie. Maar 
met die meer berigge­
wende styl van SHAD­
OWS, is die beeldgebruik 
fermer en met tye selfs 
skokkend bar . In 
ECHOES gebruik by 'n 
sagter hand. 

Bee/de 
Dieselfde beelde word 

egter j!;ebruik in beide 

SHABBIR BANOOBHAI. 1rat 1•andees11·eek l'On sr 
gedil(le by die Elizabeth Sneddon/eater l'oorgelt'es hei. 

werke. Deurgaande 
analogiee word getref 
met die elemente, Jig, 
rei!n, gras en gedagtes. 'n 
Treffende voorbeeld 
hiervan, wat ook die 
subtiele ontwikkeling 
van SHADOWS uitwys, 
is die beskrywing van 'n 
,,groen" gedig wat 
gesond kan wortel in die 
reen ·in ECHOES in 
teenstelling met dieselfde 
beelde wat nuut aange­
wend word in SHADOWS 
in die Crossroads-gedig. 
In laasgenoemde word 
die mense van Cross­
roads as grasstingels 

voorgestel wat desperaat 
klou aan die los sand -
wat nie hul eie is nie - teen 
die dreigende rei!n. 

Shabbir Banoobhai is 
'n sosiale kommentator, 
maar sy werk is nie die 
van 'n martelaar of 'n 
agitator soos so baie van 
die nuwe Suid-Afrikaan­
se skrywers s'n nie. Hy 
skets sy soort lewe eerlik 
en objektief, maar met 'n 
menslikheid wat sy werk 
dikwels van 'n universele 
suiwerheid - kultureel, 
sosiaal sowel as gods­
dienstig - voorsien. 
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Disclosure of insiders' trades would contain abnormal profiteering 
That company insiders possessing 
confidential information can and do 
make above-average returns by trading 
in shares of their own companies has 
been demonstrated and corroborated by 
several studies. The empirical evidence 
suggests that trading on inside 
information is widespread and that 
insiders are able to outperform the 
market by trading on price-sensitive 
information for a period of up to six 
months before its public disdosure. 

Several studies have also shown that 
outsiders mimicking the actions of 
insiders are also able to outperform the 
market. Since insider trading is closely 
watched by outsiders, it may trigger a 
wave of transactions in the same 
direction by outsiders, thereby gene­
rating abnormal returns to both insiders 
and outsiders. 

A previous study investigated the 
market response to four categories of 
dividend changes of companies listed on 
the JSE (FW Nov 28-Dec 4). For each 
of the four groups, statistically signifi­
cant abnormal returns were observed in 
the 20 trading days preceding the 
dividend announcement. The results 
suggest that substantial information .may 
have reached the market prior to the 
actual dividend announcement as a 
result of active trading by insiders. 

A shortcoming of this study is that 
the methodology used was not able to 
identify insiders actually involved in 
transactions related to changes in 
dividend policy. This investigation uses a 
methodology developed to detect 
changes in insider trading activity and 
also to measure the excess returns 
associated with such activity. 

Companies listed on the JSE during 
the years 1970-88 were chosen for 
analysis. Each company must have had 
a significant shift in dividend policy 
(during 1970-88) after at least two years 
of stable dividend patterns. A company's 
dividend policy is considered "stable" 
only if its cash dividend stream, adjusted 
for capitalisation changes, was 
unchanged for at least two years. 

"Significant shift': refers to either an 
omission or resumption of dividend 
payments. Insider trading data for the 
companies in the resumption sample 
and in the omission sample were 
gathered for a period of five years prior 
to announce..went of dividend change 
and one year ·subsequent to announce­
ment. 

S232 of the Companies Act makes it 
a duty for all directors and officers to 
provide particulars regarding dealing in 
shares of the company within 14 days 
of the transaction. Sl 13 makes pro­
vision for the inspection of the register 
of interests of directors and officers in 

Na rendra Bhana, professor 
in the Grad1-1 ate School of 
Business at the University of 
Durban-Westville, has recent-
1 y completed research on 
company executives' insider 
trading related to changes in 
company dividend policy. He 
finds that on the JSE abnor­
mal profits are being taken, 
and makes some firm recom­
mendations for reform. 

the shares of the company by members 
and other persons. The register of 
interests of all directors and officers of 
all companies included in the omissions 
and the resumptions samples was 
inspected to derive data on insider 
trading. 

The results indicate that insiders 
selling shares of companies that later 
omit a dividend sold during a month of 
unusually good company performance. 
However, the cumulative excess returns 
figure over the subsequent six-month 
period was -3 7, 1 %. This represents an 
opportunity gain for sellers, ie a loss 
they avoided by selling. 

The pattern of insider selling prior to 
dividend omission reveals that wh ver" 
positive returns they sacrif selling 
in month zero, a mont oQ.L.Ql;lllite~ ,m­
pany performance is ov shadowed by a 
relatively large six-month opportunity 
gain. Company insiders are exploiting 
their long-term knowledge of company 
prospects. 

These results are consistent with the 
hypothesis that insiders are able to 
predict with a remarkable degree of 
accuracy the price performance of their 
company's shares by predicting an 
omission in dividend payment. • • 

The empirical evidence revealed that 
insiders purchasing shares of those 
companies that later resumed dividends, 
purchased during a month of relativeiy 
cumulative excess returns figure over 
the subsequent six-month period was 
subsequent six-month period was 
26 ,41% . Whatever negative returns 
they incurred by purchasing in month 
zero are compensated by the relatively 
large six-month excess returns. 

However, the magnitudes of the 
monthly excess returns and the total 
cum.i.dative average residuals are lower 
than those for the dividend omission 
sample. This confirms the observation 
that dividend resumptions are more 
difficult to predict than dividend omis­
sions . As in the case of omissions, 
insiders are able to predict dividend 
resumptions. It enables them to earn 



1\~~ . 
sSt:-PRESS CUTTING AGENCY 

(Incorporating Press Clipping Bureau formerly at Essen~ d Road, urban) 

5th FLOOR, 52 MITRIE HSE, 110 STANGER ST, o'l!N,;- 1 
PHONE 370403 Telegraphic Address: " NEWSCUT" 

2, 2 6. 

large abnormal returns. popular be lief that insider trading 
The results of this investigation regulations in SA are ineffective. The 

indicate that insiders as a group seem to potential for gain from insider trading is 
exhibit remarkable timing ability . so great that strict legislation does not 
Insiders purchase prior to the resump- serve as an eif ective deterrent. 
tion of dividend announcement and sell Furthermore, the secrecy surrounding 
prior to the omission announcement . insider trading makes detection and 
Significant changes in insider trading prosecution very difficult. Even in 
patterns were detected during the six- countries which have stringent insider 
month period prior to resumption trading leg islation there are rela-
(omission) announcements. tively few prosecutions. It is contended 

It can be concluded that insiders do that in SA the recently amended insider 
time their trade in anticipation of trading legislation is unlikely to prevent 
significant changes in company dividend the widespread abuse of inside infor-
policy and earn substantiaLe x_c_e_ss_ _ mation, 
returns for such transactions . The It is therefore recommended that the 
findings of this study confirm the regulatory authorities institute a policy of 
evidence in overseas countries as well as public disclosure of insider trading 
in SA that insider trading is widespread transactions as required by the Securities 
and highly profitable. & Exchange Commission in the US . 

The existence of large insider profits Directors and officers, as well as those 
represents evidence inconsistent with who exercise control over the affairs of 
the strong form of the efficient market the company. are currently required by 
hypothesis (EMH), which states that all s440G of the Companies Second 
information - public and private - is Amendment Act to lodge a statement of 
fully reflected in share prices . The their shareholding within 10 days after 
existence of statistically significant the close of each month to the 
abnormal returns for a period of six Securities Regulation Panel. 
months prior to dividend announcement It is recommended that shareholding 
suggests that outsiders who merely particulars supplied to the Panel are 
mimic insider trades are also likely to then published in a periodical widely 
earn large profits. read by investors such as the JSE 
.. The empirical evidence confirms the Monthly Bulletin . Such public dis-

closure enables outsiders to learn of 
insider trading patterns. Acting on such 
information, outsiders can mimic insider 
trading behaviour by trading in the same 
shares .. The information content of 
insider trading activity is likely to be 
reflected rapidly in the price of the 
securities concerned. 

A policy of public disclosure of 
insider trading activities has several 
advantages. First, outsiders and 'tippees ' 
are unlikely to earn large abnormal 
returns as the market can be expected 
to discount the revised company 
prospects s00H-after- -13ub!icati0n -of-the 
insider trading transactions. 

Secondly , the abnormal profits 
accruing to company insiders will 
probably be substantially reduced. The 
period of up to six months available to 
insiders (revealed by this study) to 
generate abnormal returns will be 
reduced to a few weeks.' 

And thirdly, the sharing of insider 
information by the entire investment 
community will increase the efficiency of 
the JSE. The public policy perspective 
of providing a securities market which 
is a "fair game" for all can be realised, 
Excess returns will accrue only from 
superior analysis of public information 
and not from access to price-sensitive 
non-public information. D 
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Investors misled by~~r 
company reports: ex ert 
MOST investors know compa­
ny directors gild the lily to a 
greater or lesser extent when 
reporting to shareholders on 
the financial performance of 
their company. 

What they don't know is to 
what extent - and in many 
cases how to recognise when 
- they are being misled. 

Durban academic Professor 
Narendra Bhana has set about 
remedying the situation with the 
imminent publication of a book 
he has written highlighting com­
mon methods of disclosure and 
the need for greater protection 
of investors. 

The book, Company Disclosure 
and Protection of Investors on 
the JSE, is to be published within 
a few weeks by Juta and Compa­
ny. 

According to Professor Bhana, 
professor of finance at the Uni­
versity of Durban-Westville's re­
spected Graduate School of Busi­
ness, financial statements are an 

j

, important "primary and second­
ary sou~ce" of information about 
companies. 

"Inevitably,' companies have a 
vested interest in providing the 
right sort of information to in­
vestors in order to maximise 
their share price," he said in an 
interview about the book, which 
is part of the McGregor Library 
series. 

That need not necessarily be 
by inflating their earnings; Pro­
fessor Bhana cites the case of 
bus company Putco, which, he 
says, used "conservative ac­
counting policies" to notch up an 

. aggregate loss of R9 million over 
.,• 20 years, thereby increasing the 
• amount of the Government sub­

sidy it received. 
Large amounts of depreciation 

on its buses were charged an­
nually against revenue. Buses 
were depreciated over five 
'.fears, despite having an econom­
ic life of 20 years. 

Professor Bhana maintains 
directors are given considerable 
leeway in preparing accounts by 
the ambiguous nature of the 

Durban academic Professor Narendra Bhana has written a 

book showing how company directors are able to manipu­
late company reports. DES PARKER reports. 

Professor Narendra Shana 
"generally accepted accoun mg 
practice" they undertake to con­
form to, as well as the loose .in­
terpretation used by their audi­
tors in verifying the accounts as 
"a fair and adequate representa­
tion of a company's financial po­
sition". 

"The financial statements may 
be prepared in conformity with 
GAAP, but the investor cannot 
accept the information at face 
value." 

Management exercises its 
• flexibility using one or more of 
three techniques, namely income 
maximisation, income smoothing 
and what is known as the "big 
bath". 

To maximise income, compan­
ies create the largest possible 
stream of reported income, caus­
ing their share prices to rise. In­
come smoothing creates the illu­
sion of a rising trend in profits, 
while the "big bath" involves 
bringing special write-offs, 
write-downs and other losses to 

· account during a poor trading 
period, enabling the company to 
wipe clean the slate and go on to 
much better things when times 
improve. 

Professor Bhana urges inves­
tors to be aware of GAAP and 
when companies are using prac­
tices unsuited to their circum-

stances, including prevailing eco­
nomic conditions. 

"Many investors are preoccu­
pied with growth in earnings per 
share and place a heavy empha­
sis on the data contained in the 
income statement," he says. 

His book contains a· checklist 
of possible adjustments to in­
come statements. Points to 
watch for include: 
■ Income being declared from 
incomplete sales; 
■ Inventory management and 
valuation methods which mini­
mise the cost of goods sold; 
■ Minimised charges in the in­
come statement and inadequate 
provision for future losses when 
trading stock has lost value; 
II Pension expenses accrued at 
the lowest possible rates and 
rates varied to smooth earnings; 
■ Depreciation and amortisa­
tion charged at the lowest per­
mitted rates in company report; 
■ Capitalisation of a variety of 
intermediate-term expenses and 
R&Dcosts; 
II Classification of some ex­
penses as extraordiary items 
(which do not effect EPS) and 
treating unusual income as nor­
mal income; 
■ Manipulation of the discontin­
uance date so that operating 
losses qualify as extraordinary 
losses on discontinuance instead 
of as normal expenses; 
■ Selective deferal and amorti­
sation policies of foreign ex­
change losses and gains to 
smooth reported income; 
■ Writing off goodwill on acqui­
sitions against the share premi­
um account or treating it as an 
extraordinary item instead of as 
a normal cost; . 
■ Manipulating the provision 
for defered taxation by using the 
"partial" method. 

Professor Bhana urges caution 
in accepting values on a balance 
sheet, which, being based on his­
torical costs, do ·not reflect ei-

ther the "going concern" value 
or the liquidation worth of a 
business. Management has "con­
siderable discretion" in record­
ing assets and liabilities, using 
one or more of several methods, 
he says. 

These can involve inflating 
current assets and or the value 
of debtors while making inade­
quate provision for bad debt; va­
luing fixed assets to smooth re­
ported income; the well-known 
off-balance sheet financing sys­
tem; classifying shareholdings so 
as to minimise their carrying 
value; using a variety of account­
ing policies in preparing group 
financial statements; arbitrary 
statement of contingent liabili­
ties in footnotes to the balance 
sheet, and "window-dressing" the 
balance sheet by entering trans­
actions just before year-end and 
reversing them in the new year. 

Professor Bhana warns that 
SA companies demonstrate re­
luctance to disclose the effects of 
Inflation on financial statements 
and he calls for pressure on the 
accounting profession to make 
inflation-adjusted figures man­
datory for all big firms. 

Another shortcoming is the 
lack of "segmented" information 
pertaining to geographical areas 
of operation and sectoral invest­
ments. For example, he says, SA 
Breweries says little about its 
comparatively large exposure to 
the notoriously cyclical furniture 
industry and to the hotel trade. 

"Investors in highly diversified 
companies have great difficulty 
in determining the risk charac­
teristics of their investment as a 
result of this type of deficiency." 

Professor Bhana also recom• 
mends careful scrutiny of profii 
histories and forecasts in pros• 
pectuses of companies listing on 
the JSE. But for some 11th hour 
detective work by the stock ex­
change authorities during the 
1987 spate of listings, the perpe­
trators of a major scam involv­
ing listing of a bogus paper com­
pany would have triumphed, he 
maintains. 
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Badsha's lens doesn't lie ~s 

LEm!R to Fananah Is ~~ t I..., .._--!, ''59"1-"7'9 theatricality so that as 

the title of a book by ■ !1 : P. i f M • J • • : ... viewers it has been im-

the Durban artist and i, ► e '• 4::J ►A possible to respond in 

photographer Om a r 1-•1-11.111 ... 111-11-•11-11-llll■i-■.lli.11-■11.1-• anything but the most 
Badsha, his first. superficial way too. 

To launch the book LETTER TO FARZANAH: This is not the cast' 

and to co-incide with its An Exhibition of Photographs, with these photographs. 

publication, an ex- Hermit Gallery Badsha does not set out 

hibition of the original Reviewed by ANDREW VERSTER to dramatise or 
photographs has been moralise, He sees 

mounted at the Hermit himself rather as a 
Gallery. His photographs ha,•e this must of coutse lie recorder of facts, one 

Badsha has been Pl\rt insight • and an iden- in his intimate associa• who expos<is the truth 

of the art S<'ene here ti f i ab I e personality. tion with the world that and allows us to form 

for a number of years, Prom the expressions he is recording and his our own conclusions. 

and we have seen on the faces of his sub• love and understanding If what we are 

•solated examples of his jects it is obvious that of it. He sees it from ,presented with is not a 

botographic work on he is not a predator on within and is thus· able pretty picture, it is 

xhibition and in their privacy, but a to isolate with an in- because the facts do not 

ublications, but it is welcome visitor. formed eye its per- warrant this. It is, 

nly now, with this fine He has a gift for es- tinent aspects. h owe v l' r, ultimately 

ollection of pictures, tablishing an at• And part of it must better to be aware of 

1at one is able for the mosphere of trust that come from his in- •What is going on in our 

·rst time to form a full gives to each picture a stinctive feeling for the midst than to act as os-

sessment of his warmth and humanity medium he is using. He triches forever. 

tents. so often absent in is a very gifted The book takes its ti-

lt is immediately documentary photo, photographer. His work tie from a short letter 

c 'ar that he has at last graphs of this kind. is completely free from he has written to his 

d covered bis medium. Part of the reason for gimmicks and easy ef- infan1 daughter telling 
• fects. her something about 

CRITICS' CHOICE :. 
' UTUMN SONATA", O'Connor. A characteiristically 

se. siti1.Je study of human relationships. (S.M.) • 

" OCKY II", Kine 600, is a satisfying, if contrived. 
a d commercial, re-match. (C.C.) 

" t.HE CHAMP", Umbilo Drive-In and Umhl(mga Drive• 
I a. A five-tissue weepie. (S.M.), • 

"l';1OONRAKER", Cineland 2. James Bond takes off 
,for the inter-galactic stellar circuit in another unlihely 
but entertaining yarn. (J.v.d.JU.) 

Our p a r t i c u la r 
political and social 
situation is one which 
has produced much 
commenJ and documen­
tation in the various 
visual fields that is 
superficial, cliched and 
ephemeral. 

Other people's pover• 
ty and deprivation has 
been sentimentalised 
and trh'ialised, their ge­
nuine distress cheapen­
ed into mere 

the society into which 
she bas been born. 

The fone is ·set by the 
d e d i c a t i o n, "to 
Farzanah and the child­
ren who walk through 
this broken landscape," 
our landscape scarred 
with· racial thinking. 

This collection of 
work to commemorate 
the International Year 
-of the Child, establishes 
Badsha as a photogra­
pher of substance and 
authority .. 
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Mercury, man set 

to take Big Bite 

MediaScan 

II 
, By Jean von Witt 

I 

T HIS week we bid farewell to 
Natal Mercury journalist Veven 
llissetty, who is winging his"\Vay" 

to New ~ take a bite out of the Big 

Apple. 
On a three-month international schol­

arship, awarded in memory of the late 

Dag Hammerskjold, Veven will be based 

in Manhattan to cover meetings of the 

UN general assembly exclusively for the 

Mercury. 
As the song goes .. . "If you can make 

·it there, you can make it anywhere . . . " 

so good luck, Veven! 

• Former Mercury man, Greg Spencer, 

best known on the sports and financial 

beat, is celebrating his first year in busi­

ness With partner and media manager 

Joe Nkosi. 
In launching Nkosi News to penetrate 

the black media market, the duo hardly 

picked the best of economic times (!} but 

say the new venture has met with suc­

cess so far from those PR managers and 

consultants who recognise the black me­

dia as their future target market "but 

need a bit of help breaking in". 

• Another joint venture that bodes well 

for the future is the linking up of one of 

Natal's leading civil engineering consult­

ancies, an expert in statistics and a pub­

lic relations consultancy. 
"De Leuw Cather, Delea Research and 

Capital Communications are now in a 

position to offer a new dimension in mar­

ket research to a Wide range of clients," 

says Capital MD Graham Ferreira. 

As the marketing director of the new 

company, in conjunction With Stuart Ba­

ker, who heads up operations, he believes 

the re-launch of the Delea Research com­

pany will result in an expanded service 

to both the professional and consumer 

markets. 
• Taking the brave step of going it alone 

is Judith Matthews, formerly national 

PR manager for Supervision Food Ser­

vices, who has formed her own communi­

cations consultancy specialising in 

corporate publications, media releases, 

presentation skills and front-line 

workshops. 
IF you have any news or views on the lo­

cal media scene, please contact Jean von 

Witt at .308-2689. 

Top UN· award for Mercury journalist 
By Morgan Naidu 

A SENIOR Natal Mercury 
journalist, Veven Bissetty, 
haS been awarded a presti­
gious international scholar­
ship to the headquarters of 
the United Nations in New 
York . 

He is one of just three jour­
nalists in the world to be 
awarded the 1993 Dag 
Hammerskjold memorial 
scholarship, and leaves for 
New York in September for a 
three-month stint which will 
see him reporting on the pro­
ceedings of the UN general as­
sembly exclusively for the 
Mercury. 

A member of the Mercury's 
political staff, Veven joined 

Veven Bissetty 

the newspaper 13 years ago 
and is the son of former Mer­
cury journalist Nagoor 
Bissetty, now assistant direc­
tor of communications in the 
house of delegates. 

Veven began his career in 

newspapers in the telex de­
partment before moving to 
the position of assistant li­
brarian for the newspaper. 

He also worked as a free­
lance sports reporter for the 
Mercury for several years, be­
fore being appointed to the 
newsroom. He will be formally 
presented to the secretary­
general Mr Boutros-Ghali and 
will be meeting With UN am­
bassadors at a luncheon on 
September 21. 

The Dag Hammerskjold 
memorial scholarship fund 
was established in 1961 to 
honour the memory of the 
second United Nations secre­
tary-general who died in a 
plane crash. 
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SUNDAYFINANCE 
Mohammed Bayat 

One stop shop to help 
correct imbalance~ 
DAVID CANNING 

-1- t is exc1-~ing that the- "dream- of 
_ economic; empowerment" is 

_ becoming a reality today, says 
Moha.mmed Bayat, • ge!}eral 

manager of the Islamic • Business 
Devel<>pment Corporation (IBJ:?C}. • 

The_ IBDC was formed earlier 
• ,this year "to serve as a catalyst" 
in addressing economic imbal­
ances. It basically is a business de­
velopment agency, running along 
Islamic_ (non-interest) lines for 
benefit of the small to niedium­
scale sector. 

. <~ ... ~ , .. ,_~{:_; -~ '·_ ,_ 

He says the IBDC ik i~Jnchiiig a· 
subsidised small business develop­
ment course from January . It 
aims to train 100 people a week 

. at a cost· to participants of RlOO • 
each - the rest of the R650 cost 

_ being subsidised. The IBDC will • • 
• provide intensive instruction on all 
_ aspects of how to" nm one's own 
business.' • • •• • 

-- . Mr _Bayat, 33, who in .the past .. •• • • ,. 
_ has worked at a freelance journal- The" IBDC was formed in the 
ist and businessman, draws a middle of 1993 by a group of busi­
parallel between the IBDC and the nessmen who felt there was a need 
Small Business Development Cor- for an -organisatiqh to stimulate 
poration. Like the SBDC it aims to business in the small to medium 
provide_ training, technical assis- sector. •• - ..-.- -' : t" • 
tance and finance, within Islamic • Mr Bayat says the corporation 
guidelines. However it specifically .. has about 250 corporate members. 
is geared to the very small busi- • It does not , take deposits, but 
ness sector. -raises finance from shareholdings, • 

. . membership subs and grants. The 
,. ·Mr Bayat, who matriculated at latter tend to get used for training 
-the ML Sultari High School fn purposes rather than loan funds. 

··--~--· 
fl"',..., 'l'lfl:I\JTAT'""' ,...,..,.,....-,:;.~-iJ 
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Stanger, sees an important gap He ~ays -the organisation's Js­
whi<!h the IBDC can help to fill. . _ lamic name came about "ori the 
• On the one h~nci, hE( s~ys, big basis that the funding that we allo- . . . • - . , . ••• -- ' • • -

bpsiness generally has access to a cated is based 01qs1amic princi- • This year. its members ·went' on' -- iichnic~l capacity fa 1980. While 
··wide range of facilities, such as ._J>les,. _Ro~f~~r_}t...is:o~e~,t<;>_ (ll!pef :·_,-two m/ssions, one to Singapore an? • there he says lie did a substantial 
the ·commercial bank.s. Specifical- c ple, ·1rrespechveof race, colour Malas1a and the other to Dubai. - ainourit of freelance writing .for • 
ly, larger Islamic businesses can and religion, provided they sub- Next year it plans to_ undertake a· the paper. . ' _ _ 
use· existing channels like the Is- scribe to the" fact we do not charge series which will include Cairo The following year he· returned 
lamic and Al Baraka b~nks. flow- -interest on the· amounts • we lend .and Beijing. to join his late grandfather's busi-

h 
11 

out." - • _ - •. . ; It also publishes a newsletter ness, North Coast Insurance Bro-
~;eit~e~;::, :ft:te::tt~~/:~:~~~ Repayment terms, inclusive or' with a circulation of 10 000 and has kers, before going into insurance ~ 
.sistance. · - capital, are currently: trade fi~ a monthly networking session on his own account in 1985. Since 

, nance: 15% O\_'.er, nine months; joint which includes prominent speak- then until his appointment _as_gen:_:-
He ·says the IBDC differs in that - ventures: 42% over 60 months; and ers. The last :function was ad- era! manager of the IBDC, he has 

it will act as a "one stop shop" for machinery and equipment: 20% dressed by Reserve Bank Gover~. been involved in a varety of busin-
the imparting of skills and finance.·· ·over 12 months. • nor Dr Chris Stals. ·, esses. -· • 
Loans can vary from· a minimum The IDC • also arranges· trade After matriculating; Mr Bayat Mr Bayat is _a keen golfer and • 
of RlOO to a maximum of RIO 000. missions and training courses. joined the Star newspaper in_ a_ a cricket follower. ·- • 
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Ex-prin&ipal cremated FORMER principal of the Gandhi Desai High School in Durban, Mr K.P. Bugwandin, was cre­mated at Clare Estate crematorium yesterday. Mr Bugwandin died at his home in Reservoir Hills, Durban, aged 79. He is survived by his chil­dren Kelly, Koko, Dr Sarwan Bugwandin of Veru­lam, Sabitha, Roopa and Shama. Mr Bugwandin retired as principal in 1979 after 10 years there and 45 years as a teacher. He was also deputy president of the SA Indian Teachers' Association. 
Mr Bugwandin had lectured at Springfield Teachers' Training College before being made principal of Glenview School in 1966. He then moved to Pinetown High, S.M. Jhavery High and finally Gandhi Desai.-Daily News Reporter 
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Kavi Budhram and his wife Rita 

. 
Seven short years to success 
KA VI Budhram of KBB Assurance in the city 

started in the insurance industry seven years 

11go and now runs his own brokerage. 

in 1986 he joined the insurance industry 

after being introduced by a friend, Budhram 

Jtarted as an agent at Old Mutual and then 

111oved to Sanlam before joining Southern 

Natal Independent Brokers (SNIB) as a 

broker. 
Two years later a very good friend Ranjith 

Sewgoolam, persuaded him to go on his own as 

ln independent. Sewgoolam has been the sup­

por and driving force behind his success. 

He started his business with his wife Rita 

who is in charge of managing the office.Their 

first office was in Devro Centre in Raisthorpe 

md in October 1990 they moved to new pre-

mises at 384 Longmarket Street. 
The sucess of'their business can be put down 

to personal service and honest advice with the 

needs of their clients always in mind. To make 

sure their services are professional they have 

contracts with all major companies. 

To keep up with new products and changes to 

the law he attends seminars hosted by major 

insurance companies. 
"As independent brokers the responsibility 

of management is left to us," he says. For this 

reason, and because of the ethical and moral 

stadards they set, Budhram joined the Inde­

pendent Brokers Council where he is an execu­

tive member and the Life Underwrtiers Asso­

ciation of South Africa as an accredited 

member. 

I 1:S-
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l C~mmunity 
workeair--
dies 
suddenly 
THE sudden death of a 
prominent member of the 
Indian community, Mrs 
Savita Bansda, has com"t' 
as a great shock to her 
family and friends. 

Mrs Bansda served on 
various social and wel­
fare bodies and was 
chairwoman of the PE 
Indian School Feeding 
Society. 

In her earlier years, she 
was connected with the 

Mrs S BANSDA 

Indian Girl Guides and 
was presented with a 
bronze medal for her ser­
vices rendered to the 
movement. 

8/B 

She was also instru­
mental in establishing 
yoga classes for women in 
Malabar. 

Mrs Bansda was an 
avid gardener and her 
hobby was flower arrang­
ing. She was a member of 
the lchiyo School o~ 
Ikebana (SA). 

ACCESSION NO. lCfl .. ~.r!::.'f.~ 

She was 59 years-old 
and leaves her husband, 
Mr Jagoo Bansda . 
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Mr Bissessor 

Death of 

leading 

educationist 
Mercury Reporter 

A LEADING educationist and 
author of mathematics text­
books, Mr Sunjeeth Bissessor 
of Sydenham, Durban, died 
suddenly last night. 

Members of the fam'ily said 
Mr Bissessor, 55, Chief Super­
intendent of Education in the 
House of Delegates, had writ­
ten-an number of mathemat­
ics books which were being 
used in coloured. Indian and 
white schools. 

He was a former head at the 
Settlers Primary School and 
the Gandhi Desai Secondary 
School. 

Mr Bissessor represented 
South Africa at an interna­
tional mathematics confer­
ence in Australia in 1985. 

He is sumved by his wife, 
Dorothy, sons Ashwin and 
Naylin, daughter Melanie and 
daughter-in-law Cheryl. 

00( I OOl CEMT!! 

Uni,~rdiiy u/ --~••.,,,./,an- 'U!~t"Jf~ 

DURBAN - A leading Education in the House of 
educationist and author of Delegates, had written 
mathematics books, Mr several mathmetical 
Sunjeeth Bissessor of books which were being 
Sydenham, Durban, died used in coloured, Indian 
suddenly last night. and white schools. 

Members of the f!lmily He is survived by his 
said Mr Bissessor, 55, widow, two sons and a 
Chief Superintendent of daughter. - Sapa 

~ ------ ~ ~-----..,,J 



NEWS 

Dr Bal~isson 

Now it's 
Professor 
B~J~ssgn 

f?, I ~ai~\r.wa 
'7ieponir 

DR Bernard Arnold Bal­
kisson has been appoint­
ed professor and head of 
the department of psy­
chology at the Universi­
ty of Durban-Westville, it 
was announced in Dur­
ban this week. 

A clinical, counselling 
and research psycholo­
gist, Professor Balkisson 
has spent all his working j 
life at the university, 
where he takes over his 
new duties on January 1. 

He is also honorary 
consultant clinical psy­
chologist to the St Philo­
mena's Home, the Dur­
ban Indian Child Welfare 
Society and for Life Line. 

Born in 1944, he gra­
duated at the then Uni­
versity College, Dur!>a1 , 
before joining the ~ ­
demic staff. 

He was appointed ju­
nior lecturer in 1971, lec­
turer in 1974 and senior 
lecturer in 1979. 



I want to do other things 
while I'm healthy, says Devi 
DEVI Bughwan's retirement this 
month as professor of the University of 
Durban Westville's speech and drama 
department, has come as a surprise to 
everyone. 

''But you're so young and full of en­
ergy, how can you be going?" has -~n 
the widespread response to her g1vmg 
up the post. 

"That's precisely why I'm going," 
says Devi, laughing. "I want to have 
some time in mv life to do other things, 
while I'm still strong and healthy." 

She and her husband, top photogra­
pher Dennis Bughwan, have a son an_d 
daughter living overseas: Veena, who 1s 
an advocate in London and Kamal, a 
doctor in Philadelphia. 

And while the couple has seen them 
regularly over the years - since they 
first went off to school overseas -
she'd like to spend more time with her 
beloved English granddaughter and 
with the baby her son's wife is expect-
ing early next year. . 

She also has two grandsons m Dur­
ban she'd like to.have much more time 
with. 

"I've had a fear of becoming alienat­
ed from them," she says. 

Devi can look back on an immensely 
fruitful and successful academic career 
- from early days as a schoolteacher, 
then as a lecturer at the university 
when it was still on Salisbury Island 
and students used to catch the ferry 
across the bay to classes. 

She's seen student numbers in the de­
partment of Speech and Drama grow 
threefold since she took over in 1977 
and she says she's felt very fulfilled in 
her work. 

"Now that Speech and Drama is a 
school subject, my students, happily, 
are getting snapped up as soon as they 
graduate. 

"But I'm hardly going into retire­
ment." 

□ DEVI Bughwan - giving up 
teaching for pastures new. 

She will continue to hold a number of 
important appointments, including 
membership of the Napac Board, the 
National Advisory Council of the 
Women's Bureau. the Soroptimists and 
an external examiner !or the Universi­
ty of Natal. 

"My husband would like me to join 
him in golf, but I find that t?O time­
consuming. I'd rather read piles and 
piles of novels that I've missed out on 
because of university reading." 

"I think basically we want to be able 
to travel overseas for much longer pe­
riods and see lots more theatre in Lon­
don and New York. And after Christ­
mas we're off to India. Isn't it great!" 



lhana 
IPIBd ID 
to br1ak 
ro11anc1' 

DURBAN - The James 
(',0mmission investigating 
alleged corruption In the 
House of Delegates was 
yesterday told how the 
Minister of Health, MP for 
Malabar Mr Raman Bhana, 
tried to geta 'I amil school­
teacher, who was In love 
with a Gujarati girl, to be 
transferred from the Cape 
to Durban in a bid to break 
the romance. 

The Chief Director of 
Indian Education, Mr A K 
Singh, was being cross­
questioned by sus))t!nded 
chairman of the Ministers' 
Council in the House, Mr 
Amicband Rajbansi, about 
approaches Mr Bhana 
made to him (Mr Singh) to 
investigate the teacher who· 
was not named in evidence 
and to get him transferred 
to Durban. 

"He was opposed to a 
Tamil marrying a Gujarati. 
I told him that the matter 
would be looked into," said 
Mr Singh. 

No evidence was led on 
what eventually happened. 

The commission, in its 
19th day of hearing evi­
dence, was told how docu­
ments went missing and 
others were altered to 
ensure the promotion of 
two educators who were 
not liable to be upgraded, 
according to Mr Singh. 

He told the commission 
that in 1985 he was sum­
moned to Mr Amicband 
Rajbansl's office and in­
structed to include the 
names of two teachers, Mr 
:C PIIDday and Mr B Singh, 

• Turn to Page 3 
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'Bhana tried 
to break 

up romance' 
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on tbe list of educators for 
promotion. 

He said that he included 
the names and then 
reported the matter to the 
Director-General, Dr 
James Gilliland, a senior 
director, Mr Zwiggeler, and 
to the Minister of Educa­
tion and Culture, Mr Kassie 
Ramduth, and all of them 
told him to leave matters 
as they were. 

"I was not happy about 
this and subsequently I 
wrote a report to the Direc­
tor-General explaining to 
him the promotion of these 
two teachers who, while 
they were qualified, were 
beaten for the jobs by 
stronger people," he said. 

He then read from the 

f3hona 

report In which he said that 
it was discovered that al­
terations had been made on 
the files of the two educa­
tors but these did not ap­
pear on the copies of as­
sessment forms in his 
possession. 

Mr Johan Andries du 
Toit, former Chief Director 
of the Department of Bud­
getary and Auxilllary Ser­
vices, told the commission 
lie had also acted "irregu­
·larly" In the promotion of a 
teacher because of a per­
sonal directive from Mr 
Rajbansl. 

Mr Du Toit, now Execu­
tive Director of Communi­
ty Services In the Natal 
Provincial Administration, 
said shortly after Mr Raj­
bansi became Chairman of 
the Ministers' Council in 
1984, he was instructed that 
"whites do not quite under­
stand Indians' and he was 
therefore to submit the 
names of anyone who ap­
plied for a job in the House 
of Delegates to the respon­
sible Minister. 

He said Mr Rajbansi told 
him the reason for this was 
to ensure that applicants at 
all levels, even messengers, 
were "loyal to the State". 

Mr Rajbansi had also in­
structed him to remove an­
other Assistant Director, 
Mr Dickie Verasamy, from-
the personnel division. 

Mr Verasamy was event­
ually "placed" at the R K 
Khan Hospital drawing a 
full salary - although no 
vacancy existed there. 

According to earlier evi­
dence, Mr Verasamy occu­
pied an "empty office" at 
the hospital for several 
months. 

Later, Mr Du Toit was 
asked whether he was 
aware that Mr A K Singh, 
the present Chief Execu­
tive Director of Indian 
Education, had been rated 
"unpromotable" in Octo­
ber, 1984. Mr Du Toit 
agreed that this was cor­
rect, and that in spite of the 
rating, he had motivated 
Mr Singh's promotion. -
Sapa ---------



Death 
of Mr KC 
Balakristen 

Mercury Reporter 
THE chairman of the 
Silverglen branch of the 
Teachers Association of 
South Africa. Mr KC 
Balakristen, died yester­
day after a heart attack. 
He was 58. A teacher for 
35 years, he last taught at 
the Gitanjali Primary 
School. He was also a 
trustee of the Scodifa 
sports and education 
trust. 

His funeral will take 
place today at the Clair­
wood Cemetery after a 
service at his Greendale 
Road, Silverglen, home. 
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VEVEN BISSE!!XJeports on a three-month stint at the UN 

New York, take a 

bite of the Big . Apple 

G O-AHEAD, take a bite 
out of the Big Apple 
... get lost in this 
overcrowded city with 

its towering World.Trade Centre 
and Empire State building and 
you would return with memo­
ries that would last a lifetime. 

I was fortunate to spend 
three-and-a-half months in New 
York courtesy of the Dag Ham­
marskjold memorial scholarship 
to the United Nations which 1s 
based in Manhattan. 

Let's face it, New York is con­
sidered to be one of the most ex­
citing cities in the world with its 
famous Statue of Liberty and 
thousands of skyscrapers from 
5th and Madison avenues, right 
down to Central Park. 

However, it's not all glitz and 
glamour as made out to be in 
the movies. Spending some time 
in this city, it's easy to discover 
that the people are either very 
friendly or darn rude. 

My first brush with American 
rudeness (well this is what I ob­
served) was the traffic police at 
the massive John F Kennedy in­
ternational airport. 

Whether you are riding on a 
bicycle or sitting in the back of 
a stretch limo, the treatment is 

the same, "move that f... ... think 
outta here . .. who the f... you 
think you are, the f...... presi­
dent?. Yeah, that's the Big Ap­
ple all right. 

Yet, millions of tourists visit 
;New York each year, while mil­
lions more try to make the Big 
Apple their home. But it can 
also be a tourist's nightmare. 
Jostling among thousands of 
yellow cabs who, to me, make 
and enforce the rules of the 
road, together with the regular 
motorist, is quite an experience. 

A fellow journalist told me 
that "you have to be ruthless to 
live a ruthless live in New 
York". It's fast, people are al­
ways on the move, nobody has 
time for the next man, you basi­
cally do your own thing. • 

Walk down 5th Avenue, take a 
subway or stroll through Cen­
tral Park, it's the same. You 
would find people from every 
comer of the world doing what-

~en Bissett'L.in New York's Time Square. 
.,, 

ever they like. 
New York is the world's cap­

ital, not because its financial 
district is the most important, 
or its shops the best, or its pub­
lishers the biggest, or its port 
the finest, but because New 
York is made up of everyone. 

Mr Everyman from all over 
the planet, and maybe even a 
few beings from other planets, a 
booklet on the Big Apple said. 

Take another phrase from the 
booklet: "To be a New Yorker 
you don't - as you do in Paris 
or London, or Tokyo - have to 
speak in a certain way or dress 
in a certain way or to be educat­
ed in this or that. 

In New York you can be any­
one from anywhere, and still be 
a New Yorker. In that way, in its 
lack of effective prejudice, it's 
the least middle-class town in 
the world. 

My stint at the United Na­
tions as a journalist, covering 

the proceedings of the General 
Assembly was enjoyable. 

Meeting with world leaders, 
including the secretary-general, 
Boutros Boutros Ghali and the 
president of the UN general as­
sembly, Mr SR Insanally, was 
an experience I think every 
journalist would want. 

My wife, Vijay and two kids, 
Merushka and Kerushan, joined 
me in New York in November, 
and I had to go through the 
sighting bit all over again. 

We were also treated to a 
week's stay in Washington, 
where, amongst our pre-ar­
ranged appointments, we met 
president Bill Clinton's press 
secretary and adviser at the 
White House. We also visited 
the famous press conference 
room. 

We left the Big Apple on De­
cember 26, for a week's stay in 
London which was equally 
enjoyable. 





Death 
of civic 
leader 

Daily News 
Reporter 

A PROMINIENT civic 
leader and sports ad­
ministrator, Mr Rajku­
mar Bijou (71), died 
today at St Aidan's Hos­
pital after suffering a 
brain haemorrhage. 

Mr Bijou, a former 
policemen, retired 11 
years ago after 36 years 
in the force. At the time 
of his retirement he was 
a detective-sergeant. 

He was well known in 
the community and was 
a member of the North­
ern Durban Indian Local 
Affairs Committee and 
held various positions in 
sporting bodies. He was 
a former president of 
the Durban Sports 
Ground Association. 

He is survived by his 
widow and three chil­
dren. 
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Mrs Bughwandie Beharie 

The city's oldest resident! 
MRS Bughwandie Beharie, perhaps 
the oldest resident in the city, cele­
brates her 108th birthday this year -
exactly when, she does not know as 
her birth certificate states neither the 
day nor the month. 

She has eight children (two of 
whom she has outlived), 50 grand­
children and 65 great-grandchildren. 

Mrs Beharie says she tries to keep 
fit by walking a little each day. 

Her family believes the reason she 
has lived so long is because she led a 
very active life when she was young. 
She worked on a farm in the 
Elandskop area for 19 years and used 
to walk more than two kilometres to 
and from work each day. 

The sprightly old lady was born in 
South Africa, but both her parents 
and her late husband came from 
India.-WR. 
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l'u11eral 
of 
IJm·llan 
l>usiness 
leader 

Daily News Reporter 

THE funeral of Durban 
'business personality Mrs 
Fatima Bawa. who died on 
Sunday after a ,brief ill• 
ness, took place yesterday, 

The daughter .of ;the late 
Mr A. K. Kajee a former 
politician and meml)er of 
the Natal Indian Congress, 
Mrs Bawa distinguished 
herself in industry and the 
cultural affairs of 1:ier 
community. 

Before going i n t o 
b'usiness, Mrs B:awa ·is 
known to have started the 
first kindergarten school 

' for Indians in Durban. 
She la'ter op,ened a 

dothing factory and re­
mained a director until 
her death. 

F our of her eight chH· , 
dren from a previous mar­
riagE' are now settled in 
Canada. where her only 
daughter. :Miss Zubeida 
Barmania. is practising 
Jaw. 

Sh.~ tater m,irried Dur• 
ban advocate, Mr Ismail 
Bawa. vi'ce-president of the 
Islamic Council. 

;)'$/Y~o 
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Death of 

prominent 

Indian 
~Y%c 

director· 
Mercury Reporter 

THE funeral of Mrs Fatima 
~ managing all"ecWi Of 
IJtierty Wear women's cloth• 
ing factory, took place at 
Durban's Brook Street Ceme­
tery yesterday. She died at 
the St Aidan's Hospital on 
Sunday night. She was 64. 

The eldest daughter of the 
former Indian political lead­
er, late Mr A I Kajee, she 
opened the factory about ~ 
y~ars ago. In the early 1940s 
she opened the first private 
kindergarten school for Indi­
ans in Durban and many of 
her former pupils later be­
came prominent in business 
and professional circles. 

She bad eight children from 
a previous marriage and her 
only daughter, Misij Zubeida 
Barmania, who has settled in 
Toronto; is believed to be the 
first Indian woman in South 
Africa to qualify as a lawyer. 
Several of her sons, •including 
a doctor, have also settled in 
different parts of Canada. 
• She married Mr I M Bawa, 
senior vice-president of the 
Islamic Council of South 
Africa, 30 years ago. 



Cassi,ri Bassa dies in sleep 
By Nagoor Bissetty 

A PROMINENT Durnan 
community leader died 
suddenly in Johannesburg 
yesterday and another, a 
building society branch 
manager, is in a San Fran­
cisco hospital fighting for 
his life. 

Mr Cassim Bassa, presi­
dent of the Natal Indian 
Blind and Deaf Society, 
died in his sleep in a Jo­
hannesburg hotel where 
he was attending an ex­
ecutive meeOng of the 
South African National 
Council for the Deaf. He 

was 58. 
He was actively associ­

ated with many communi­
ty organisations and was 
also chairman of the 
board of management of 
the New Horizon School 
for the Blind in Pieter­
maritzburg, the Durban 
School for the Deaf and 
the V N Naik School for 
the Deaf at Newlands. 

He was also secretary of 
the Indian Centenary 
Scholarship Trust and 
joint secretary with Mr 
Ismail Kathrada of the 
Orient Islamic Education-

al Institute. 
Mr Bassa is survived by 

his wife, two daughters 
and a son. 

A well-known Isipingo 
resident, Mr Hoosen 
Mahomedy, 50, manager of 
the local Allied Building 
Society branch, suffered a, 
brain haemorrhage in 
California yesterday 
while visiting the United 
States with his wife. 

Family members said 
he had been admitted to a 
San Francisco hospital 
where his condition was 
said to be critical. 
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Death of 
Durban 
social 
worker 

Daily News 
Reporter 

A PROMINENT Durban 
social worker and sports 
administrator, Mr Cas­
sim Bassa (58), collapsed 
and died in Johannes­
burg yesterday. 

Mr Bassa, president of 
the Natal Indian Blind 
and Deaf Society, was 
attending a meeting of 
the National Council of 
the Deaf. 

During his more than 
25 years of voluntary 
service Mr Bassa earned 
the recognition of sever­
al local and overseas 
bodies. 

He headed the South 
African Table Tennis 
Board, and took an ac­
tive interest in other 
spqrt, especially cricket. 
As president of the 
Table Tennis Board, he 
took the first South Afri­
can team to the world 
championships in Stock­
holm in 19!i9. 

Mr Bassa is survived 
by his wife, a son and 
two daughters. 
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Mr NARATHAN BANSDA of Malabar turns 100 tomorrow. He has a 
-picture of his late wife. 

PE· centenarian's 
87-year marriage 
Weekend Post Reporter 

WHEN Mr Narathan 
Bansda celebrates his 
100th birthday tomorrow 
he can look back on an 
extraordinary married 
life which lasted 87 years 
to his wife's death four 
years ago. 

He was married in 
India when he was nine 
and his wife, Ganga, was 
six. 

They had 12 children -
five sons and seven 
daughters - 41 grand­
children and 50 great­
grand-children. 

Every single member 
of the family - apart 
from a grandson in Eng­
land - will be attending a 
birthday service for him 
in Malabar tomorrow. 

Narathan Bansda was 
born into a poor family in 

Bansda, India, and be­
came a cobbler by trade. 

In 1909 he sailed to 
South Africa, settled in 
Port Elizabeth and began 
to learn English. 

Eventually he found a 
job repairing shoes in a 
small shop in Uitenhage 
where he earned R2 a 
month. He soon became a 
familiar figure and after 
two years returned to 
Port Elizabeth to open his 
own cobbler shop in Rus­
sell Road. 

And there he prospered. 
Accustomed to poverty 

he saved whenever possi­
ble. Even now, according 
to his son, Mr Amrit Diya, 
he goes round turning off 
lights to save electricity. 

He invested in proper­
ty, and became the first 
Indian to acquire proper-

ty in Central - at 26 Par­
liament Street. He was 
one of three Indians to re­
ceive a general dealer 
licence which meant he 
could also sell new shoes 
as well as running his re­
pair business. 

In the 1950s he and a 
partner built a block of 
flats in Russell Road and 
in the 1960s they built a 
shopping centre in South 
End. 

Deeply religious, he has 
returned five times to 
Jndia to help his family 
there 

For 60 years he has 
been a trustee of the 
Kshatriya Gujarati Man­
da!, a society for Guja­
rati-speaking Hindus. 

With others he built a 
hall in Hartman Road. 
Central, for the KGM. 



' Mr Narathan Bansda is greeted by his eldest son, Mr Thakor Bansda, 

PE ma-n's 100th birthday marked 
HERALD REPORTER 

RELATIVES and friends from all over South Africa 
and the United Kingdom gathered in Port Elizabeth 
yesterday to celebrate what they consider to be the 
100th birthday of Mr Narathan Bansda of Malabar. 

Mr Bansda is not sure of his age, but is thought to be 
older. 

"He was born in India and they do not issue birth 
certificates there but we have calculated that he is 
actually closer to 101 years old," Mr Bansda's eldest 
son, Mr Thakor Bansda, said yesterday. 

The Bansda family organised a special celebration 
and religious service yesterday to mark the occasion. 

Every member of the family was invited: 10 of Mr 
Bansda's 12 remaining children 41 grandchildren and 
50 great-grandchildren, as well as many friends and 
other relatives. 

"It took a great deal of planning," son-in-law, Mr 
Amrit Diya, said. "Every single member of the family 
will be here exept for -,_one grandson in En~land." 

Mr Bansda, who is now confined to a wheelchair but 
can still hear and see well, was born in Bansda State, 
India, towards the end of 1882. He was married at the 
age of nine and his wife, Ganga, was then six, his son 
Thakor said. 

The couple emigrated to South Africa and settled in 
Port Elizabeth in 1907. The marriage lasted 87 years 
until Mrs Bansda died four years ago. 

Mr Bansda, one of the leaders of the Indian commu­
nity' until ill health made him less active; received no 
education and could neither read nor write when he 
arrived in Port Elizabeth. ~·· 

But, from his humble beginnings as a cobbler's assist­
ant, he became a property owner of some magnitute 
and was respected as a businessman. 

"I'm very happy that I have lived so long," he said. 
"But I never expected it." 

When asked what the secret to his longevity was, he 
said: "Lots of exercise like walking and gardening, and 
~ard work from dawn till dusk.'' 
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Passing of former staff member: Professor Surendra (Suresh) Bhana 

It is withdeep regret that we inform you of the death of Professor Surendra (Suresh) 
Bhana who passed away at his home on Saturday, September 24th• 2016 at the age 
of seventy-seven from cancer. He is survived by Kala (a former Professor of 
Psychology), his wife of fifty years, his children Hershini, Hemant and Palvih, and 
grandchildren, Kiri-Anne, Aiden and Idris. 

Suresh arrived in Lawrence, Kansas in 1996 as a graduate student where he earned 
his Ph.D. in History at the University of Kansas (KU). He returned to South Africa in 1971 
and took up a position as an academic and ultimately Head of the History 
Department at the then University of Durban-Westville (UDW) where he taught for 15 

years. In 1987 he returned to KU with his family to teach in the History department at 
KU. 

In a piece he wrote about "Life is about journeys" in 1999, he reflected that these 
many journeys convinced him that buildings and places do not change but the 
people who live in them do. He believed that it was in the inward journey, the 
search for home buried in oneself, that true freedom could be found. At the age of 
60 years, he wrote that 'when the mortal and immortal come together, I shall reach 
home. It has taken me 60 years to learn that. My journey has only just begun'. 

Several of Suresh's students from UDW have long since gone on to establish 
themselves as academics. Shireen Hassim, now a professor at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, reflects on her years as his undergraduate student' I did not have a 
full appreciation then of the importance of the work that he did. I know better now. ' 

Uma Dhupelia-Mesthrie, now a senior professor of History at the University of the 
Western Cape, remembers her days as his undergraduate and postgraduate 
student. 'He was responsible for introducing me to what research was and we co­
authored a paper together - making that one of my earliest publications. His 
inaugural lecture on indentured migration was a significant event for those times. 
These were not insignificant in the context of an apartheid university in the early 
1980s,' she said. 

--sJ I 1JC\? 
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Goolam Vahed, one of Suresh's students went on to become one of the most 
successful historians UDW produced and he and Suresh co-authored two books 
together, one as recently as last year. 'I knew Professor Bhana for over three 
decades and during this time he was extremely supportive as teacher, mentor, and 
co-author. Above all, I valued his friendship immensely,' he said. 

Professor Donal McCracken who taught in the same department at UDW reflects 'I 
met Suresh Bhana nearly 35 years ago when I got my first permanent job and he was 
head of the Department of History at the then University of Durban-Westville . ... But 
the good of those days wos the community which existed at UDW and which Suresh 
was very much part of and a prominent part.' 

'In those days he was working at what would make his name and reputation - the 
history of the people of Indian descent in southern Africa. I think it true to say that he 
was a pioneer in that important field here in south-east Africa. It was an area of 
expertise he continued to pursue after settling in Kansas in the United States,' said 
McCracken. 

The many successes and accolades he garnered over the years-including five 
books that made him an innovator in his field, his stellar reputation as a teacher and 
mentor, and his charismatic eloquence-all fade in comparison to his compassion 
and humility. 

The number of lives he touched reflected his unique ability to listen, to understand 
other people and to accept them for where and who they were. The outpouring of 
love and support from family and friends all over the world is a testament both to 
their kindness and his. 

Alan Brimer, one of Suresh's closest colleagues and friend from UDW days sent the 
following message: 'Hi Suresh! A while back we sat together on my stoep on a 
beautiful, still spring morning, budding new rose bushes and talking cricket and stuff. 
The roses are just coming into bloom now, a year later, and they look splendid. I 
don't know which of them are yours, but it doesn't matter. They'll bloom for years 
yet, long after I have come to join you. We should learn to live like plants. See you 
soon, buddy! Alan' 

Issued by 
Professor Stephen Mutula 
Dean and Head: School of Social Sciences 
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Death of 
chAirman 

Daily News 
Reporter 

THE chairman of the 
Reservoir Hills Arya 
Mithra Mandal, Mr R. 
Bindc1r 0 ,-".., <1~ 17:l' died 
sudde:1 i· •. ,,. 1 

Mr Brndsf> ·ii.,.t.1,1, a 
former hawke r. col­
lapsed at his Battersea 
Avenue, Reservior Hills, 
home. He was rushed to 
hospital, but died a short 
while later. 

His !uneral tak~s lllace 
this alu:niv .· :, t he 
Clare Estate Crema­
torium, leaving his home 
at 4pm. - - ---
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NEW APPOINTMENT -

T 
HE SABC recently announced the appointment of 
Professor Devi Bughwan to the Advisory Board of the 
SABC's television service. The announcement of 

Professor Bughwan's appointment came in the,wake of the 
appointment of Indian and Coloured cQntinuity announcers 
on Television I. 

ACADEMIC CAREER 
The breakthrough for Professor 

Bughwan is only one of many 
achievements in a life full of 
successes. 

On matriculating with a distinction 
in English at the young age of 15, 
Professor Bughwan attained a BA 
degree at the age of 18. Professor 
Bughwan became the first Indian 
woman to receive an MA degree in 
English in 1949. In 1970 Professor 
Bughwan attained a doctorate in 
literature and Philosophy through 
UNISA. 

VAST EXPERIENCE 
In addition to her academic 

qualifications Professor Bughwan 
has a great wealth of experience in 
the performing arts. Some of this 
experience was gained outside the 
country. Her training also covers the 
area of English linguistics. In 1969 
she was appointed as an announcer 
by the SABC on the Indian radio 
programme broadcast on Sunday 
mornings. In 1961 she was chosen 
to play the role of "Rohini" in 
Krishna Shah's production of "King 
of the Dark Chamber." Professor 
Bughwan also studied drama at the 
Bristol Old Vic Theatre after gaining 
a scholarship from the British 
Council. She spent a sabbatical 
leave at Yale University's drama 
school which only opened its 
hallowed doors to women in 1969. 
Professor Bughwan said that she 
believed her appointment was 
related to her vast educational 
training and her general experience 
in the performing arts which the 
SABC may have deemed suitable for 
the post. 

Professor Bughwan indicated that 
she wanted people to inform her of 
what they would like to see on South 
African television end she would 
advise the Board of SABC's 
television service accordingly. 

FIAT LUX - September 1983 
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PATBODASINGELECTED TO SASA COUNCIL A leading North Coas.t ~ahe gtower, 
Mr Pat Bodasing has been elected as an alternate member of the Council of the South African Sugar Association. 

Mr Bddasing has also been elected to the Executive Committee of the South African 'Cane Growers' Association where he fills the vacany left by the death of the late Mr Ian Smeaton, the former Vice-Chairman of SASA. 
Mr Bodasing farms at New Guelder­land, Stanger. He has served as President and Vice-President of the Natal Cane Growers' Association for the past 18 years. In addition he is the Association's Representative on the South African Cane Growers' Association where he serves on several Committees, including the Experiment Station, Small Cane Growers' Financial Aid Fund and Quality Control. 

He is Chairman of the New Guelder­land Mill Group and is the Growers' Representative on the Tongaat-Hulett Mills Group Board at Darnall Mill. 
International visits 

Internationally, Mr Bodasing has represented South African Cane Growers' Association and the Natal Cane Growers' Association at various World Sugar Conferences. 
He served on the Stanger Agricultural Credit Committee of the Agricultural 

Mr Pat Bodasing. 

Credit Board and is a Board valuator. Mr Bodasing has also been appointed a valuator by the Land and Agricultural Bank of South Africa to serve the farming community in the Lower Tugela District. • 
In addition to his agricultural and business pursuits, Mr Bodasing is also involved in the religious and cultural upliftment of his community. He is a 1 Trustee and Vice-President of the Shree Sanathan Mandal, a religious institution in Stanger. 
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Bhanato 
become 
alderman 

Political Correspondent 
CAPE TOWN - The for­
mer chairman of the Port 
Elizabeth Indian Manage­
ment Committee (IMC); Mr 
Raman Bhana, will be the 
first person of colour to be 
made an alderman in South 
Africa. 

Mr Bhana, who was 
chairman of the IMC for 16 
years between 1972 and 
1988, resigned last year. 

He is now the Minister of 
Health Services and Wel­
fare in the House of Dele­
gates and MP for Malabar. 

In a letter to Mr Bhana, 
the Town Clerk of Port 
Elizabeth, Mr Paul Botha, 
says the investiture will be 
on April 12. 

He said the honorary title 
of alderman is conferred by 
the council on a member or 
ex-member who has served 
on a management commit­
tee for at least 20 years, and 
on the chairman at the time 
and on all previous chair­
men. 



Ch•e.que used 
t•o 'e·mbarra.ss' 
Minist1er 

Own Correspondent 
CAPE TOWN. - The new Indian Miinister in 
charge of the Budget, Mr Boetie Abram~ee, yes­
terday accused the SoHdadty Party ,Qif "mischie;f­
maiki1n,g" over a ",bounced:" dheque 1i~S1Ued :by ihim 
to his party 1before ,the House of Delegates elec~ 
tion. 

He sa:id the incident was being used by Ms 
oppone:its to embarass him. 

The cheque oo~ Rl 000 was made out to the 
National Perr,Ie's Party ,in July this year. 

Mern'hers of Solidarity, the Official Opposi­
ti-'ln in tt.-e House of Delegates, who have mana•g­
ed to get hold of photost,ated copies of t ,h e 
cheque, sadd that if cheques I\V'hk'ih Mr Abl'\am• 
jee made out to hfa own party ''bounced," they 
feared for the way finances in the house were 
going to be !handled. 

Mr A'bramjee has, however, rejected these 
·criticisms, 

"Ic 'Wll€ an internal matter between me and 
the party and was s,o,rted out long ago. I don't 
see why -it should ha·ve any bearing on my being 
a:ppointr.d ·as Minister in •charge of !bud·get," he 
s,aiiid. 

Mr Abramjee would not comment any 
further. He said t'he . affair was nobody else's 
business: it was purely a private matter; ibe­
twP.en him anft his party. 
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Home and family . 
come first 
for MP's wife 

By YVONNE 
STEYNBERG 

Woman's Editor 
ALTHOUGH Mrs Lalita 
Bhana realises that, with 
the election of her husband, 
Mr Raman Bhana, as MP 
for Malabar to the House of 
Delegates, she will be away 
from home more often and 
become more involved with 
public duties, her love for 
her home and duty to her 
family will always be her 
first priority. 

"My home and my family 
are- lfiy first iove,'' she said 
when I visited her at her 
Malabar home this week. 

She was busy packing to 
leave for Cape Town the 
same afternoon to accom­
pany her husband to the of­
ficial inauguration of the 
State President, Mr P W 
Botha, today. 

Mrs Bhana loves cooking 
in her well-equipped kit­
chen and, by chatting to 
her, I realised that I had 
some misconceptions of 
Indian cooking and curries. 

When I asked whether it 
was true that curry cooled 
one on a hot and humid day, 
Mrs Bhana would not com­
mit herself, saying that it 
depended on the individ­
ual's reaction. 

She herself avoided cook­
ing very hot (strong) curry 
on hot summer days, pre­
ferring milder or cold 
dishes. 

Commercial curry is 
never used, Mrs Bhana 
said, and thought that this 
would apply to most Indian 
families. 

The masala used for cur­
ries is ground down from 
dried chilis, garlic and 
ginger. 

When ground the colour 
of the powder is reddish, 
not as yellow as some com­
mercial products I have 
bought. 

Mrs Bhana thinks tur­
meric is added to the com­
mercial product to give the 
yellow colour for eye 
appeal. 

Once ground, the masala 
is tightly sealed to retain 
the flavour and is always 
ready for use in the kitchen. 

Although Mrs Bhana nev-

Mrs LALITA BHANA with her smiling pet toy pom, nicknamed "Miss PE" by the family. 

er adds curry and masala 
to her curry dishes, she said 
it was feasible to do this. 

She does not add a lot of 
spices either, preferring 
only cloves and cinnamon 
for taste, particularly with 
chicken curries. 

She likes using chicken 
and mutton for curries, but 
as her one son is a vegetar­
ian, she also has a variety 
of dishes which contain no 
meat, with vegetable and 
bean curries among the 
family's favourites. 

One of her specialities is 
making samoosas, but she 
admits that it is one of 
those very time-consuming 
Indian specialities. 

The crust has to be thor­
oughly kneaded, and to get 
the necessary crispness, 
she pre-cooks it very slight-ly. • 

Then the pastry is cut 
into strips and the prepared 
mixture put inside before 
the samoosa is sealed and 
fried. 

Mrs Bhana's other inter-

est is hand-knitting, and she 
is kept busy with pullovers 
and hand-knitted articles 
for her family. 

Embroidery and her love 
of reading also has to be 
fitted into her schedule. 

......................... ~ .. ·S'" · ... ~· :: 

The Bhanas' eldest son, '· ................................ . ........ . Naresh, his wife. Har-
sheela, and 18-month-old 
son, Jitesh, live just around 
the corner, so close family 
ties are kept. 

Their second son, Jag­
dish, is also in the family 
business, but Neelesh, 13, is 
still at schooi. • 

Mrs Bhana explained 
how the unusual names are 
chosen from the Panchong 
book, a holy book to Hindu 
families. 

The book contains de­
tails, in alphabetical order, 
of the astrological signs of 
all the days and times. and 
when a baby is born the 
book is consulted for good 
times and a name is chosen. 

Mrs Bhana is very fond 
of her dogs, and her little 

............. ................ ........ . ..................... 

'·The puppies wiJl only go 
to homes where they will be 
as happy as Miss PE," Mrs 
Bhana said of her smiling 
little dog, who has the run 
of the house - and furni­
ture. 

And Miss PE is definitely 
a smiling dog. 

Her top and bottom lip 
are almost permanently 
pulled back from her teeth, 
and what might look like a 
snarl to a newcomer to the 
house, is c1ctually her beau­
ty queen ~mile. Mrs Bhana 
assured me. 

toy porn, Miss PE, has just ----------­had .her last litter. 



Raman 
Bhana 

to chair 
Indian 

House 
Political Correspondent 

CAPE TOWN - Mr 
Raman Bhana, MP for the 
Eastern Cape Malabar 
seat, was today elected as 
the first chairman of the 
Indian House of Delegates. 

Mr Rex le Roux, MP for 
Pretoria West, was elected 
chairman of the House of 
Assembly, and Mr Phillip 
Saunders, MP for Eastern 
Free State, to the position 

in the House of Representa­
tives. 

As Is the parliamentary 
custom, all three were 
elected unanimously. 

The three chambers met 
separately at 8.30am for 
the elections, and then 
gathered at 9am for a his­
toric first joint sitting in the 
Assembly Chamber to wel­
come the Speaker, Mr 
Johann Greeff, MP for 
Allwal, who was unanl• 
mously elected by the elec­
toral college yesterday 
afternoon. 

Mr Greeff was also 
S~aker in the previous 
Parliament. 

Coloured MPs occupied 
the Opposition benches, 
with Indian MPs sitting on 
chairs. 

At • the earlier separate 
House of Assembly sitting, 
Dr Rina Venter, a nomi­
nated MP, was sworn in by 
the chairman, Mr Le Roux. 

Shortly before I lam, 
MPs from all three Houses 
walked into the Assembly 
~ the Speakers' procession 
to hear the opening address 
of the State President, Mr 
J> W Botha. 
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Mr Natvarial Babenia re-united with his family in Durban after 16 years on Robben 
Island. With him are relative Mrs Premilla Patel (left}, his daughter, Mrs Pravina 

----- Gordhan, and his son, Mr Sharad Babenia (right) 
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DUR'BAN 

MAN 

STEPS 
OUT OF 

PRISON 

... AFTER 

16 YEARS 
THIS week Natvarial 
Babenia stepped out of 
prison and into the 
arms of his family and 
freed om . . . for the 
first time in 16 years. 

·And only when security 
policemen dropped him in 
the empty street outside 
his daughter's central Dur­
ban flat did he realise that 
he had finally . paid the 
penalty decided on in the 
Supreme Court, Pieter­
maritzburg,, in 1964. 

Mr Babenia, along with 
17 other men, was sen­
tenced for various acts of 
sabotage. 

He spent the time in the 
Robben Island prisop off 
the Cape coast. 

"I hold no grudge 
·against anyone,'' Mr 
Babenia told the Tribune 
from his daughter's flat 
this week. 

"I believed in what l 
was doing and knew that 
ultimately I would be 
caught. 

Joyan 
"I have no real regrets 

and no m feeling against 
the authorities," said :Mr 
Babenia, dressM in a 
casual sports shirt and 
khaki shorts instead of the 
green prison uniform that 
he bad worn every day for 
the past 16 years. 

"Now I just want to get 
on with things without any 
harassment." 

Mr Babenia's homecom• 
ing, on his 56th birthday, 
was a joyous one. 

His family had been left 
at Durban prison, where 
he &pent his last few d~ys 
in jail, when secur~ty 
policemen had :-lipped him 
out of a back door. 

So the only perso~ to 
greet him when he arrived 
at his daughter's flat was 
his daughter's niece. 

"She just looked at me 
• and then grabbed mfl," 

said a laughing Mr 
Babenia. 

"Then the others got 
hack and it was very goC1d. 
There was a lot of crying;" , 

Since his release l\ir , 
Babenia has contented , 
himself with takiing long 
·walks around Durban - a 
city that has developed 
"Iots of tall ·bu1ldings and 
highways" since he was 
last allowed to move freely 
along the streets. 

Friends 
"Occasionally I think of 

. all the friends I had on 
•obb'en Mand and I miss 
them," he says. "But it 
feels so good to have n~w 
clothes and my family 
vound me now." 

At home this week t~e 
tlightly built M-.- Ba:bema 
told the Tribune he was 
still assessing the change 
in the country and had 
drawn no conclusions. 

"But meanwhile I must 
just try and get l'lld of the 
JJrison habit.-; - :mch as 
µutting h !'l l f • s mo k_e ~ 
ci oarettes m my pocket.­
_"' and get on with_ day-to• 
clay things," he said. 
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University of Durban-Westville 

Nomination for the A ward of 
FELLOW OF THE UNIVERSITY OF DURBAN-\VESTVILLE 

~O~IINEE: 

Name: ....... .f.~ ........ ~ .. ~ .... !?..H.~.1.~.~ . .T!f..~ ... 6.~!~ ...................................... : ....................................... . 

Department: .......... . f. .. H .. Y..~.L~?. ............................................................................................................ . 

Position held: ........ li.;:;.f.~.? .. ~?!~ ....... f ....... H.€1.P. ..... <?..f. ..... ~.~_t:.(:.~~.1.~.~."!.:T. ................................ . 

D f • t ·..: f • I. 6/ • 
ate o appoantJnent to presen pos1 ... on: ............................................................................................ . 

.. 

A fellowship may not be awarded within three years of appointment of the staff member concerned. 

This nomination form must be accompanied by: 

- a cu"ent curriculum vitae 

- the names of referees (one of whom should preferably be from outside the Republic of South Africa). 

NOMINATED BY: 

Name· ................. f-'l-r ..... E: .. c.- ... Holl s. 'F!t'-D ............................................................................... . 

Department: ......... f ~.Y...?..!.f;.~ .............................................................................................................. . 

Position held· .......... <;.E.N 101~ ..... L.ecTv'~G,~ ............................................................................... . 

Date of appointment to present position: ........ J ... : .. .J ... :; ...... ~.I~Q ........ -u .............................................. . 

Signature· .................... ~:~r-1· ....................................... . Date· .... .2.. 3 : ..... 9 .• .... '1."3> ................... .. 

A staff member may be nominated by any other staff member employed in an academic position in the University of not 

less than three years' standing. No person may nominate more than one Fellow in any one academic year. 

This nomination fonn mmt·be submitted to the Dean of the Faculty by 31 Augmt. 

Recommendation of Faculty· ...........................................................................................................................
.................................................. . 

Dean of F:1eulty· .................................................................................................. _.. Date· .............................................................. · ............... . 

Recommendation,of Senate: ...................................................................................... : ...................................
.................................................... . 

.-......................................................................................................... , ..................................................................
................................................ . 

Secretary· .................................................................................... .- ............... ........... Date· .................................................................... .......... . 

Decision of Council: ........ .... .................................... ..........................................................................................................................
................ . -

...............
... . .............

..............
..............

..............
..............

..............
..............

..............
..............

 .............
. . . . . .r,,. , s~ •. !l.\J.l~.~L:C.\;NJ.t:;.; .. 

Ur-JIVr'.~\~lT-/ O~ GURG,'\l\l-'..'\Jt:'.;1'\.-·11_1_ _______ ........... --.. --- -
Secretary·................................................................................................................ Cl\te· ... . ::~ .~~~:: --~:., ........ ;s·;: .. r":h-.f ~~·:·.-:·:~· .... . 
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Class No_ 



/ 
/ 

REFEREES: 

1. Professor JPF Sellschop 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor - Research 

University of the Witwatersrand 

PO WITS 
2050 JOHANNESBURG 

2. Professor Dr. H. Appel 
Institut fiir Experimentelle Kemphysik 

Universitiit Karlsruhe 
Postfach 3640 
D 7500 Karlsruhe 
GERMANY 

3. Professor M.A. Hellberg 
Department of Physics 
University of Natal 
DURBAN 
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l. 

CURRICULUM VITAB : KRISHANLAL BHARUTB-RAM 

DATE OF BIRTH: 07 June 1940 PLACE OF BIRTH: Durban 
South Africa 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 24 Indus Lane, Springfield, Durban, 4091. 

PRESENT POSITION : Professor and Head of Department of Physics, 

University of Durban-Westville, 

Private Bag X54001, Durban, 4000. 

2 . ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS: 

1958 

1961 

1962 

1966 

June 
1970 

• . 
. . 

: 

. . 

. . 

Natal Senior Certificate (Merit Pass); Sastri College, 

Durban. 

B.Sc.: Major subjects: Mathematics, Physics and Applied 

Mathematics (with Distinction); Fort Hare (Rhodes 

_University). 

B.Sc. Hons. Physics; Natal University. 

M.Sc. in Physics; Natal University. 

Title of Dissertation: "Production of a Quiescent Plasma" 

Supervisor : Dr JS Martin. 

D. Phil.; Oxford University. 

Title of Dissertation: "Nuclear Structure Studies in 
19F and 19Ne . " 

Supervisor : Prof. K.W. Allen. 

3. EMPLOYNBft: 

1.1.1963 - 31.12.1969 : Junior Lecturer in Physics 

University College, Durban. 

1.9.1970 - 31.12.1973 : Lecturer in Physics, 

University of Durban-Westville. 

1.1.1974 - 31.12.1977 : Senior Lecturer in Physics, UD-W. 

1.1.1978 - 31.12.1980 : Associate Professor, uo-w. 

1.1.1981 - : Professor and Head of Department of P_hysics, 

University of Durban-Westville. 

1.1.1984 - 31.12.1985: Dean, Faculty of Science, 

University of Durban-Westville. 

--------······· ····- · - - --·-· ~ 



•'...t' "-"•• / 

/ 7 
,. Award• / Scholarship : 

1959 - 1961 : Natal Education Department Bursary to study for 

B.Sc. degree at University of Fort Hare. 

1962 : CSIR Bursary - BSc Hons. in Physics at 

Natal University - Durban. 

1966 - 1969 : Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851 (London) 

Scholarship for D.Phil Study at Oxford University. 

1967 : African - American Institute Travel Scholarship 

1969 - 1970 : CSIR Scholarship for Study at Oxford. 

1976 : Senior Research Fellowship from the Alexander 

von Humboldt Stiftung, Bonn, Germany. 

1982 : Senior Research Fellow, Erstes Physikalisches 

Institut, University of Koln. 

1982-to date: Honorary Research Associate, Schonland Research 

Centre for Nuclear Sciences, University of the 

Witwatersrand. 

1988 : Senior Research Fellow, Zweites Physikalisches 

Institut, University of .Gottingen. 



. . 

Didactic Profile 

I joine~ the University (then known as University College -

Durban) in January 1963 as Junior Lecturer in Physics. In August 

1966 I left on study leave, to take up a Scholarship from the 

Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851 to study towards a 

D.Phil degr~e at Oxford University. I returned to the University 

in September 1970. 

In the 27 years that I have been associated with the University 

I have lectured in all sections of the syllabi at the first and 

second year level. At third year and Honours level I have 

lectured in the courses listed below: 

Physics III . . Classical Mechanics, Relativity Theory, 

Atomic Physics, Nuclear Physics, 

Statistical Physics, Particle Physics. 

Physics Hons : Nuclear Structure, Nuclear Scattering and 

Reactions, Atomic and Molecular Spectra, 

Particle Physics. 

In addition, I have on several occasions offered the Nuclear 

Physics course in the Physics Honours programme at Natal 

University - Durban. 

I have given research seminars at the Universities of Natal 

(Durban and Pietermaritzburg, Cape Town, Witwatersrand, Koln, 

Gottingen, New York (Albany). 

My current research activities may be broadly classified into two 

main areas : 

1. Fundamental Huclear Physics: 

The experimental work in this program is carried out at the 

National Accelerator Centre Faure, in collaboration with 

Dr W.R. McMurray (NAC), Prof D.G. Aschman, Dr R.W. Fearick 

and Prof. F.D. Brooks (UCT), and Prof I.J. van Beerden (UWC). 

The research program involves the study of neutron-induced 

reactions at 22 MeV, (n,p) and (p,n) reactions at 66 - 200 

MeV, and n+p radiative capture at 66 - 200 MeV. 

2. Materials Research using Huclear ~echniques. 

The projects in this program includes Moessbauer 

Spectroscopy, (which is carried out in the Physics Department 

at UDW) and the application of time-differential perturbed 

angular distributions (TDPAD) and correlations (TDPAC) and 

positron annihilation studies (carried out at the Schonland 

Research Centre, Witwatersrand) on diamond and related • 

materials. The TDPAD, team, which includes JPF Sellschop, 

SB Connell, E. Sideras-Baddad (WITS), and B. Appel 

(Karlsruhe), is recognized as one of the best internationally. 



Research Students Supervised / Currently under Supervision. 

1. A. Mackenjee ( 1985 - 1987) 

2. A.C. Bawa (1985 ,- 1986) (Co-Supervisor Dr WR McMurray) 
,· 

3. R.Y. Naidoo (1987 - 1988) (Co-Supervisor Dr WR McMurray) 

4. N. Govender (1990 - 1992) 

s. I.J. Lazarus (1990 - 1993) (Co-Supervisor Dr WR McMurray) 

6. D. Naidoo ( 1991 1993) (Co-Supervisor Dr WR McMurray) 

7. H. Haricharun (1991 - 1993) (Co-Supervisor Dr SH Connell) 

8. D. Gxawu (1993 -

B. Ph.D 

1. v.v. Naicker (1992 ) 

2. s. Naidoo (WITS) (1992 - ) (Dr SB Connell - Supervisor) 

In addition, although not offically appointed, I co-supervised the 

research work of the following:-

1. A. Bockisch, Ph.O, Univ. of Koln, Germany (1976-1977) 

2. SB Connell I Ph.D, Univ. of the Witwatersrand (1986-1988) 

3. w. Fieber I Diplom Physik, Univ. of Gottingen (1988) 

4. F. Cristancho, Dr.rer.nat., Univ. of Gottingen (1988). 

• 

-. 

. 



8. Academic / Research Committees 

A UDW Committees: 

Member of Executive Committee of Academic Staff 

Association (Vice - President) 

Member of Board of Trustees, Group life Assurance 

Scheme 

Dean, Faculty of Science 

Member of SENEX 

Senate Representative on University Council 

Member of University Research Committee 

(7 years as Senate Representative) 

Member Academic Staffing Committee 

Member Standing Committee of Academic Staffing 

Committee 

Member of Two-person sub-Committee investigating 

Research Productivity at UDW 

Chair, Faculty Research Committee 

Member of UDW FRD Screening Committee 

/o 

1983-1985 

1978-1989 

1984-1985 

1984-1987 
1990 

1987 

1977-1979 
1991-

1984-1987 
1990-

1986-1987 
1989-

1989-1990 

1992-

1984-1987 
1992-

Member of Executive of Bursaries Committee 1984-1985 

FRO Nominee on UDW Task Group of the Science Education 

Development Programme. 
1992-

Member of University Planning Committee 



If 
Other Positions Beld 1 

President, Durban District Cricket Union. 

Vice-President, Durban-District Cricket Union 

Member of Executive Committee, Natal Cricket Board 

Member of Executive Committee, Durban Sports Ground 
Association 

President, Kismet Cricket Club 

Vice-President, Pirates - Kismet Cricket Club 

Patron, Natal Cricket Union 

1971 - 1975 

1977 - 1978 

1971 - 1990 

1971 - 1981 

1991 -

1991 -

1991 



Hationa1 Committees 

i) Member of Science and Technical Education 

Working Committee of de Lange Committee 

Investigation into Education. 1983 - 1984 

ii) University Representative on FRD Awards 

Committe·e 

iii) Member of Research Advisory Committee of 

the Schonland Research Centre, University 

1984 

of the Witwatersrand 1986 

iv) Member of Technical Advisory Panel of the 

1985 

National Accelerator Centre, Faure 1990 - 1993 

v) Member of FRO - Collegium and Physics 

Evaluation Committee 1991 - 1994 

vi) Member of Evaluation Committee of FRO -

University Development Programme 1990 -

vii) Member of South African Committee on 

International Committee on Scientific 

Unions (ICSU) 1992 - 1995. 

c. International Committee 

Invited Member of the International Advisory Committee on 

the Conference in Hyperfine Interactions, Osaka, Japan, 1993. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

1. K.P. Jackson, K. Bharuth-Ram, P.G. Lawson, N.G. Chapman 
and K.W. Allen, 
"High Spin States in 19F", Bulletin of the American 
Physical Society, 13 (1968) 1370. 

2. "Nuclear Lifetimes from Bombardment of 2 •
3B by 20 , 22Ne" ,. 

K. Bharuth-Ram, K.P. Jackson, K.W. Jones and • 
E.K. Warburton, 
Nuclear Physics, A137 (1969) 262. 

3. "Electromagnetic Transitions in 19Ne", 
R.D. Gill, K. Bharuth-Ram, K.P. Jackson, R.A.I. Bell, et al. 
Nuclear Physics, Al52 (1970) 369. 

4. "High Spin States in 19F", 
K.P. Jackson, K. Bharuth-Ram, P.G. Lawson, N.G. Chapman 
and K.W. Allen, 
Physics Letters, JOB (1969) 162. 

5 . "Lifetime of the 19Ne, 2 7 5 keV level" , 
K. Bharuth-Ram, R.D. Gill, K.P. Jackson, B. Povh, 
E.K. Warburton, 
Physical Review, C2 (1970) 1210. 

6. Contributions to "Energy Levels of Light Nuclei, 
A= 18-20", 
Nuclear Physics, A180, No.1 (1972). 

7. "Electromagnetic Transitions in 19F", 
K. Bharuth-Ram, K.P. Jackson, P.G. Lawson, N.A. Jelley and 
K.W. Allen, 
Nuclear Physics, A269 (1976) 327. 

8. "Excitation of the Analogue Dipole State in 28Al via the 
reaction 28Si ( n, p ) 28Al" , 
K. Bharuth-Ram, S.M. Perez, F.D. Brooks, S.A.R. Wynchank 
and W.R. McMurray, 
Nuclear Physics, A278 (1977) 285. 

9. A. Bockisch, K. Bharuth-Ram, A.M. Kleinfeld and L.P ... Lieb, 
"Reorientation Effect Measurements for Even Mercury 
Isotopes,,., 
Hyperfine Interactions 4(1978) 234. 

10. "Oblate Shapes of 198
•
200

,
20

• Hg", 
A Bockisch, K. Bharuth-Ram 1 A.M. Kleinfield and K.P. Lieb, 
Zeitschrift ftir Physik, A289 (1979) 231. 

11. "Reorientation Effect Measurements of Even Mercury 
Isotopes", 
A. Bockisch, K. Bharuth-Ram, A.M. Kleinfield and K.P.Lieb, 
Zeitschrift filr Physik, A291 (1979) 245. 



"The Analysis of Elastic and Inelastic Scattering of 

Alpha Particles, using a Folding Potential". 

M. Miller, A. Bockisch, A.M. Kleinfield and K. Bharuth-Ram, 

Zeitschrift flir Physik, A300 (1981) 97. 

13. "Anomalous g-Factor Measurements using Transient Fields", 

K-H Speidel, v. Merte~s, M. Knopp, w. Trollenberg, J. Gerber 

and K. Bharuth-Ram. 
Hyperfine Interactions 15 (1983) 55. 

14. "g-Factor Measurements of Excited States in 24Mg", 

K-H Speidel, v. Mertens, M. Knopp, w. Trollenberg, 

B. Neuberger, J. Gerber and K. Bharuth-Ram. 

Nuclear Physics, A403 (1983) 421. 

15. "The Lifetime of the 266 keV Level in 206Tl", 

K. Bharuth-Ram., G Lo Bianco, P. Paruzzi, A Dewald, 

J. Wrzesinski, K.O. Zell and P. von Brentano. 

Nuclear Physics A427 (1984) 451-459. 

16. "g-Factor of the Second 4+ State in 24Mg", 

K-H Speidel, v. Mertens, M. Knopp, w. Trollenberg, 

K. Bharuth-Ram and J. Gerber. 
Zeitschrift fur Physik, A315 (1984) 319. 

17. "Excitation of the Analogue of the T> Giant Dipole 

Resonance of 90Zr via the ( n, p) Reaction" , 

W.R. McMurray, K. Bharuth-Ram and S.M. Perez. 

Zeitschrift flir Physik, A315 (1984) 189. 

18. "A particle spectrometer for angular distribution 

measurements for (n,p) and (n,d) Reactions". 

W.R. McMurray and K. Bharuth-Raa, 
S.A. Journal of Physics, 8 (1985) 22-26. 

19. "TDPAD Studies of 19F implanted into Diamond", 

K. Bharuth-Ram, S. Connell, B. Appel, M. Stemmett and 

J.P.F. Sellschop, 
Hyperfine Interactions, 34 (1987)189-192. 

20. "Residence Sites for 19F implanted in Diamond", 

S. Conn~ll, K. Bharuth-Ralll, B. Appel, J.P.F. Sellschop and 

M. Stemmett, 
Hyperfine Interactions, 36 (1987) 185-194. 

21. "The ' 0 Zr(n,d) 89Y Reaction at 22 MeV", 

K. Bharuth-Ram, A.C. Bawa and W.R. McMurray, 

Physical Review C36 (1987) 1749-1753. 

22. "The energy loss of 14N ions in Ni, Ag and Cu, and the 

lifetimes of states at 2.3 and 3.9 MeV in 14N", 

M. Zielinski, W.Y. Baek, K. Bharuth-Ram, D. Gassen, 

w. Neuwirth. 
Physical Review A36 (1987) 5170-5177. 

--- ----- -



IS 
"The energy loss of 12c ions in carbon", 
M. Zielinski, E. Kaletta, W. Neuwirth, K. Bharuth-Ram, 

S.A. Journal of Physics, 11 (1988) 13-17. 

24. S. Connell, K. Bharuth-Ram, J.P.F. Sellschop, M.C. Stemmett, 

a. Appel and J.E. Lowther, 
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Office of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) 

UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND; JOHANNESBURG 

Private Bag .3, Wits 2050, South Africa 

Telegrams 'Uniwits' Fax: (0 l I) .3.39-7740 Telephone (0 I l) 716-4186 

14 September 1993 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Professor P Pillay 
Office of the Dean 
Faculty of Science 
University of Durban-Westville 
Private Bag X54001 
DURBAN 
4000 

Dear Professor Pillay, 

Thank you for your letter of 6 September in which you bring 

to my attention that Professor K Bharuth-Ram has been 

nominated for a University of Durban-Westville Fellowship 

and that he has cited me as one of his referees. 

I am very pleased indeed to be able to respond to such an 

invitation. 

To start with Professor Krish Bharuth-Ram has all the 

appropriate formal qualifications, and now experience, 

relevant to recognition of the kind that you are 

considering. His D. Phil. is from Oxford University and he 

has pursued his research avidly since completing that. He 

has sought -every opportunity to work abroad on sabbaticals 

and mini-sabbaticals and left no stone unturned in ensuring 

that he maintains contact with the leading frontiers of 

physics in which he is engaged. He has not stinted himself 

in : committee work, where this • has been relevant and 

appropriate, and has always contributed in a meaningful way 

in that regard. 

The University of the Witwatersrand rtjects l'IIClsm and racial segregation. It Is committed to non-discrimination particularly In the constitution 

o( Its student body, In the selection and promotion o/ Its staff. and In Its admlnlsanlllon. 
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His research activities form a natural division into two 
areas, the first being the pursuit of fundamental nuclear 
physics and the second, the application of basically nuclear 
physics in materials-related research. 

Following on his work in Oxford he has continuously worked 
at ·· the National Accelerator Centre at Faure, first on the 
van de Graaff accelerator and latterly on the large 
cyclotron, in nuclear structure studies and reactions. His 
work is sound and reliable. 

More recently he has become interested in the applications 
of nuclear physics and, particularly, there he has worked 
with the Schonland Research Centre for Nuclear Sciences and 
myself, specifically, in exploiting the hyperfine 
interaction in the study prominently of diamond as an 
extreme form of material. He has strengthened this with 
visits abroad and now by initiating his own Moessbauer 
programme at Durban. He has made real contributions in 
this work and assisted me with supervision of students. 

If I turn to the criteria that you list under your numbered 
paragraph 5, I would reply as follows: 

■ His research is clearly .reflected in his excellent 
publications list, his publications all appear in 
international journals of very high standard. In 
addition, his publication list reflects active 
collaborations with very sound groups both here 
and abroad and it stands much to his credit. 

■ The public presentation of work is more relevant 
in the case of the performing and fine arts. 
Nevertheless, I would like to record that I have 
heard him many times at international conferences 
presenting papers and he does this extremely 
soundly. 

• There is no doubt that, particularly from the more 
recent work in diamond p~ysics and related fields, 
his name is becoming recognised internationally on 
the basis of the sound work that he has done. 
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I think it is never easy for someone to work at a distance 

and it makes heavy demands on a person's organisational and 

other skills and time. Professor Bharuth-Ram has done this 

extremely well and the fruits of that are to be seen in the 

work that he has produced. Nor do I see any reduction in 

the quality or the quantity of the work-that he is doing, 

indeed I expect it to increase and get ever better. Hence, 

bearing in mind the realities of the South African scene, I 

think he is to be very highly commended indeed on his 

achievements. 

I have no doubt at all that he is well worthy of a 

University Fellowship and he will, in fact, add lustre to 

that Fellowship, by holding one. It is, in a sense, to me 

surprising that he has not already been so recognised but I 

am proud to be able to make this very positive and firm 

recommendation to a worthwhile scientist who is already 

recognised nationally and internationally. 

I commend him strongly, without reservation. 

Yours sincerely, 

,,.. 

PRO.BSSOR JP P SBLLSCHOP 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) 

gb/JPFS/917 
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Confidential 

Report on the nomination of Professor K. Bharuth-Ram 

for the University Fellowship 

of the University of Durban-Westvme 

With pleasure I understand that Professor Bharuth-Ram has been 

nominated· for the University Fellowship of the University of Durban­

Westville. I very much recommend the award of this title to him. 

I have been aware of Professor Bharuth-Ram's scientific publications 

since about 25 years and we have been knowing one another 

personally since about 15 years. During these years Professor 

Bharuth-Ram was strongly devoted to nuclear reactions and nuclear 

spectroscopy aiming the determination of nuclear levels. g-factors 

and nuclear lifetimes. He enjoyed the collaboration with many 

distinguished scientists and published substantial papers in 

internationally well recommended journals. He also presented results 

of studies in this field at many international conferences. 

Professor Bharuth-Ram has been working with outstanding scientists 

like Professors K. Allen. E. Warburton, K.P. Lieb, P. v.Brentano, K.H. 

Speidel and J.P.F. Sellschop, to mention only the most prominent ones 

in a somewhat chrono1ogical order. He thus had the oppurluuily Lu 

aquire great experimental . experience and a broad scope in the field of 

nuclear reactions and nuclear spectroscopy. 
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Since about 1982 he emphasized work in the field of nuclear 

spectroscopy applied to solid state material. More specificly: He 

dealt with Moessbauer spectroscopy, Perturbed Angular Correlation­

and Distribution- (TDPAC and TDPAD-) techniques, respectively, and 

also positron spectroscopy applied in particular to diamond. It was 

the TDPAC- and TDPAD !:pcctroEcopy uccd on impkrnt~ and 

impurities in diamond - which I had introduced to the Schonland 

Centre for Nuclear Sciences of the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, in 1978 - where I colfaborated with him. On this topic 

w~ puoIIsneo together aboUt a dozen papers and presented results at 

many international conferences, in particular at the series of 

Conferences on Hyperfine Interaction and the annual Diamond 

Conference. 

Most of the publications at least since about 1985 which carry the 

name of Professor Bharuth-Ram as one of the authors reflect 

typically his ability to deal with complicated experimental problems, 

his expertise in data reduction and data evaluation and also his 

characteristic publishing style. The published results on diamond are 

considered a considerable progress in the knowledge of impurities 

and in particular of hydrogen in this material. 

Professor Bharuth-Ram is undoubtedly a highly respected and 

recommended colleague in the international scientific community of 

nuclear spectroscopists. This has been demonstrated repeatedly, in 

particular at a great number of international conferences which he 

attended. ln 1976 he was already awarded a Senior Research 

Fellowship from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and he was 

Senior Research Fellow at the University of Koln in 1982 and at the 

University of Gottingen in 1988. To mention only a recent honour he 

enjoyed as to his international reputation: · He was an Invited Member 

of the International Advisory Committee on the IXth Conference on 

Hyperfine Interactions in Osaka, Japan, 1992. 

Professor Bharuth•Ram is a successful scientist and a colleague with 

pleasant personality with whom it was always a pleasure to 

collaborate and to communicate. This is true for senior scientists as 

well as for students. He is highly motivated and enjoys a stimulating 

flair for dealing with scientific problems. His scientific work found 

and finds with most of his publications and presentations 

international recognition. 

Physics 
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Prof P Pillay 
Faculty of Science 
University of Durban-Westville 

P Bag X54001 
4000 DURBAN 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Sir 

Fellowship Nominations: 

3o 

Department of Physics 
University of Natal 

4001 DURBAN 
FAX: (31) 261-6550 

September 12, 1993 

Prof K. Bharuth-Ram and Prof R. Bharuthram 

It is with great pleasure that I respond to your requests for information on Profs K. 

Bharuth-Ram and R. Bharuthram. I attach herewith the two referee reports. 

Yours faithfully 

i«.fl. ~ 
Prof M.A. Hellberg, PhD (Cantab), FRSSAf 

Head: Department of Physics 

Pro Vice-Principal (Research) 
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FELLOWSHIP NOMINATION: PROFESSOR K. BHARUTH-RAM 

I first met Krish Bharuth-Ram when he was a part-time MSc student in Plasma Physics 

at the University of Natal in late 1965. 

Over the years I have had contact with him from time to time, and we have had 

many discussions on matters of mutual interest, such as Physics, Physics Education and 

Science Policy. He has acted as External Examiner for examinations in our Department 

and has also taught a course in Nuclear Physics to our Honours students, and I have 

been similarly involved with his Department. 

I have, however, never been a research collaborator of his a:nd have thus never had 

the opportunity to observe his research creative ability at first hand. Hence my views of 

Prof Bharuth-Ram are based mainly on the above experiences. 

Krish is a dedicated scientist and educator, who has done a great deal to foster 

Physics in the community. Despite being far removed from his major research facilities 

at NAC and Wits, he has, virtually in isolation in Natal, kept a high level of productivity 

in experimental nuclear physics. To have been as successful as he has, working under the 

circumstances facing him, has required not only a good deal of ability as a researcher, 

but a tremendous amount of willpower and motivation. That must serve as an excellent 

example to all who have gone through his Department or come into contact with 4im. 

Looking at his list of nearly 50 refereed journal articles published or in press, together 

with an equal number of papers presented at International Conferences, it is clear that 

Professor Bharuth-Ram has produced a considerable opus. Most of the journals in which 

he has published are first-rate international journals, such as Physical Review, Zeitschrift 

Jiir Physik, Hyperfine Interactions, Physics Letters, Nuclear Instruments and Methods, 

etc. It is true that the papers are invariably collaborative works, but such is the nature 

of the field. He is first or second author on 27 of the journal papers and it must be 

remembered that scientists a.re jealous of their own contributions to a research paper and 

do not lightly include others as authors. Thus he will certainly have made a significant 

contribution to all the paperslisted. 

The recognition he has received from a variety of sources is noteworthy: 

• The award of the Fellowship that took him to Oxford was a feather in his cap. 

• The competition for Alexander von Humboldt Awards is extremely keen, with a 

fairly low success rate amongst applicants, but he was successful in his application 

- clearly that-places him amongst a select group of researchers. 

• He obviously impressed his research collaborators on his first visit to Germany with 

a Humboldt Fellowship, as he was subsequently honoured by invitations from two 

excellent German Universities, Cologne and Gottingen, to work with them. 

• The FRD has honoured him by his selection onto the Collegium and the Physics 

Evaluation Committee - that is an accolade which indisputably measures his rating 

as a research physicist. It must be remembered that an FRD rating is based on 

1 
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international peer evaluation, and members of the Collegium are then hand-picked 

from amongst the best South African scientists in the discipline. 

• Although it does not appear in his CV, I should point out that he has recently been 

elected by the membership of the South African Institute of Physics as a member 

of its Council - fine recognition for his perceived wisdom, leadership and role in 

the development of the subject in this country. 

• International recognition of the level of his research work is also shown by his being 

invited to join the International Advisory Committee for a major international 

Conference. 

Such academic honours, both at home and abroad, are individually not lightly be­

stowed. For them to be awarded to one person means that that person has made a 

significant academic impact in his field, and I thus have no hesitation in recommend­

ing very strongly that Prof Krishanlal Bharuth-Ram is most definitely worthy of being 

awarded a Fellowship of the University of Durban-Westville. Over the years he has added 

much lustre to the University. -. - • 

At{.tl ~ 
Professor M~A. ~Helfberg, PhD (Cantab), FRSSAf 

Head: Department of Physics, University of Natal (Durban) 

Pro Vice-Principal (Research) 
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LIFE. 

Dabee, our subject's grandfather, hailed from Arrah, in the United Provinces 

of India. He arrived in Natal on the 29 July 1878, as a passenger Indian. 

Dabee married Bathsi Singh, and the result of this marriage was eight 

children, the eldest son being our subject's father, Dabee Bramdaw-who 

was born on the 5 November I88I, in Pietermaritzburg, who was a public 

servant and served as court translator in Umlazi, Verulam, Bulwer, Stanger 

and Pinetown.(I) Dhanee Bramdaw was born on the 5 October I90I in Pieter­

maritzburg.(2) He was the eldest son of Dabee and Poola Bramdaw. He had 

five brothers and three sisters. Born into a family of moderate means, they 

nevertheless appreciated the value of a sound education, which was incul­

cated in Dabee Bramdaw who "had the benefit of being educated at a 

European school, namely, the Boy's Model School",(3) in Pietermaritzburg. 

Dhanee Bramdaw received his primary education at the York Road school, 

in Pietermaritzburg.(4) Despite the crude primary education of the time, 

he was able to proceed to the Durban Higher Grade School,(5) to pursue 

a secondary education. Described as an average student, with a keen 

interest in football, Dhanee Bramdaw obtained a Junior Certificate, and 

began teaching at the DeyotRoad School, which is today Somtseu Road. 

He taught for a short period, and thereafter, in 1928, proceeded to the 

South African Native College, Fort Hare, Which is situated in Alice, 

to pursue a Senior Certificate. 

It was during his stay at Fort Hare, that one detects the germ of his 

journalistic career. He made various contributions regarding college 

news to the "East London Daily Dispatch". (6) He was also the editor of 

the college magazine 11 $. A. N. C."(South African Native College).(?) 

Upon leave from Fort Hare, with a Matriculation Certificate, he returned 

to 1Maritzburg and began attending law classes. Evidence found reveal that 

Dhanee Bramdaw enrolled at the Union College, Pretoria, in 1930, to read 

towards what could have been a B. A. (Law) degree.(8) . 

I. Bramdaw, D. : south African Indian ·who ' s· Who·and Commercia l Directory, 
I936-37 p. 46 .cf . Dabee Bramdaw. 

2. cf. Appendix F (24)Fi 
3. Bramdaw, op. cit, p. 46. 
4. cf. Appendix E, p. (23)Ei. 
5. cf. Appendix E, p. (23)Ei. 
6. cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biv. 
7. cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biv. 
8. cf. Appendix G, pp. (25)Gi-(25)Gv. 
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The inclusion, in this file of lecture notes of Constitutional Law, Latin, 

and Political Science seems to substantiate this view. He was disillusioned 

with law, and thereafter decided to take up journalism.(9) At that time 

he lived with Debi Jugdeo who was then circulation manager at the "Natal 

Witness", in 1 Maritzburg. It was through Debi Jugdeo that he began work 

as a librarian in the editorial library of the "Natal Witness". His 

duties however, did not end at sorting and filing cuttings. He often 

contributed articles of relevance to the I~dians, to the 1ndian page 

of the "Natal Witness" called the "Indian World 11 .(IO) In this regard, 

he was the "·First Indian to start on daily newspaper work". (II) In 

1926 he became a full-time contributor, while continuing work in the 

editorial library. His ability having being recognised, he was offered 

a column which he did on a daily basis.(I2) The "Witness" at the time 

printed three editions a day-one at six, ··one at ten and one at midnight. 

Often he found himself being in the position of "night editor 11 .(I3) 

Thus, it was not long before he assumed editorship of the "Indian 

Worl d11
• Simultaneously, he was a correspondent for many other daily 

newspapers, including the "Natal Mercury", the Daily News" (then called 

the •Natal Advertiser 11
), the 11 Rand Daily Mail" and the 11 Sunday Times 11

-

a practice known as 11 stringing 11 .(I4) The 11 Rand Daily Mail"at the time 

was one of the two daily newspapers which had the haghest percentage 

of black readership.(15) 

This was only made possible due to his association with Reuters. In his 

capacity as correspondent for Reuters he was attached to the Sir Fazl-i 

Hussein Delegation. The Fazl-i Hussein Delegation came about due to the 

Indian Government's request for a postponement of the Transvaal Asiatic 

Land Tenure (Ammendment) Bill, which was introduced by the Minister 

of the Interior, in May 1930~ The far reaching restrictive measures 

contained in the Bill, was met by a storm of protest by both the English 

and Indian press. It was looked upon as an example of South Africa's 

"readiness to treat its own covenants as scraps of paper 11 .(I6) 

Consequently, an Indian delegation arrived in this country on 4 January 

9. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Aiii. 
IO. cf. Appendix E, p. (23)Ei. 
II. Bramdaw, op. cit, p. 47. cf. Dhanee Bramdaw. 
I2. cf. AppencfixA-, p. (I9)Aiii. 
13. Loe. cit. 
I4. cf. Appendix B, p. (20}Bi. 
15. Switzer and Switzer, L, & D,:The Black Press, p. 16. 
16. Pachai, B., The South African Indian Question, p. 132. 
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1932, which comprised of Sir Fazl-i Hussein, Srinivasa Sastri, Sarojini 

Naidu and Sir Kurma Reddi, amongst others. The Union delegation comprised 

of Dr. D. F. Malan, J.B. M. Hertzog and Mr. E. G. Jansen amongst 

others, as representatives of the Smuts' party.(!?) 

Sir Fazl-i Hussein destroyed all hopes of a favourable outcome when he 

stated in a reply to the mayor's welcome in Kimberley that "both my 

sovernment and yours have agreed that none of our people should . ---· 

fundamentally settle in this country, and having agreed to this ... we 

hope to reach a satisfactor~settlement" (!8)-a line of negotiation which 

was unacceptable to the permanent Indian population in South Africa. 

Furthermore, he "represented Reuter at various non-European conferences 

at Durban, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Bloemfontein etc. and for a time 

was in charge of Reuters' general service in Maritzburg".(!9) 

This association with Reuters led to the establishment of a warm 

friendship with Srinivasa Sastri, the Agent-General of the government 

of India in South Africa.(20) Since Dhanee Bramdaw was one of the few 

Indians, if not the only one, attached to Reuters he was in the fortunate 

position of attending the various meetings that Sastri addressed. A 

combination of these two factors (his friendship, and the mobility 

provided by Reuters) found its culmination in I935, in the publication 

of a collection of Sastri's speeches, called "Sastri Speaks". 

In !927, however, due to his association with P. R. Pather and S. R. Naidoo 

he temporarily left the 11 Natal Witness" to go to Cape Town to attend 

a conference which was largely instrumental in the drawing up of the Cape 

Town Agreement. This accord was largely instrumental in improving the 

standard of secondary education for Indians. One of the consequences 

of which was the building of Sastri College.(2!) 

It was during his stay at Cape Town that he joined a news agency 

started by I. W. Schlesinger called the"Africopa" , (a name which was coined 

by Dhanee Bramdaw), which was situated at the top of, the Mount. Nelson 

Hotel. During the course of his duties, he often foung himself in the 

position of sub-editing the news. In I934, due to the visit of Prince 

17. Pachai, op. cit, p. !33. 
!8. Ibid p. !34. 
!9. Bramdaw, op. cit.g p. 47. cf. Dhanee Bramdaw. 
20. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Aix~ 
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of Wales, most of the journalistic staff of the news agency was attached 

to the royal entourage.(22) This created a vacuum in the editorial 
department, which was temporarily filled by Dhanee Bramdaw in the 
capacity of chief editor.(23) 

It was here that he gained experience in the processing of news which 

had come in from overseas. This experience proved invaluable later on 
when he began work on the 11 Leader 11

• Offers to join the staff of Africopa 

permanently were declined so that he could pursue the publication of the 
"South African Indian Who's Who and Commercial Directory". It was in I935 

as well that his commentary on the status on South African Indians since 

the attainment of Union, was published, called 11 0ut of the Stable". Both 
books shall receive further attention later on. 

His services with Reuters in Pietermaritzburg, however, were not terminated. 

His attachment to the various Agents-General of the government of India 

resulted in his being the South African correspondent of various Indian 

newspapers; Including the "Hindu", the 11 Pioneer 11
, and the "Madras Mail 11 .(24) 

On the I4 March 1936, he married Saraswati Urumula Panday (the daughter 

of R. Panday, a trader in King Williamstown), in Port Elizabeth.(25) The 

result of this marriage was four sons and two daughters.(Refer to 

genealogy). 

While conducting research for the 1936-37 edition of the 11 Who 1 s Who 11
, 

his travels took him to various parts of Southern Africa, the Rhodesias, 

Portuguese East . Africa and Nyasa]and. (26) 

2I. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

cf. Appendix C, p. 
cf. Appendix A, p. 
Bramdaw, op. cit., 
Loe. cit. 

(2I)Ci. 
(19)Aiv. 
p. 47. cf. Dhanee Bramdaw. 

Bramdaw, S., South African Indian Who's Who and commercial Directory, 
1960 , p. 48 . ct . Saraswa t , Bramdaw. 

Despite this entry in the 11 Who 1 s Who", the Panday family had actually 
adopted the surname of 11 Maude 11 to facilitate the acquisition of a 
trading licence. This was necessiated by the fact that licences were ,,,,, 
reluctantly granted to blacks. Support for this decision came from a King 
Williamstown, town councillor, Mr. Proctor, who declared in a newspaper 
article that Mr. Maude was the 11 best dressed man in town 11

, and that his 
wife was a "standard educated woman".- informal interview with Mrs. D. 
Bramdaw, 27 August 1985. 18h00. Durban. 

__ 26. Bramdaw, D. , South Africah Ihdiah Who's- Who and Commercial Directory, 
1938-40 , p. 27 . 

\ I 
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In his attempt to include the various Indian traders found in these areas, 

he established a close bond with them.(27) Due to this bond, he was 

requested to appear as a spokesman before the Royal Bledisloe Commission, 

in I938, 11 which enquired into the subject of closer union of the Rhodesias 

and Nyasaland 11 .(28) Unfortunately, due to his South African citizenship, 

he was unable to give evidence before the commission, in his capacity as 

spokesman. 

In I939, the well known editor of 11 Rommel 11
, Brigadier Desmond Young(29), 

who Dhanee Bramdaw had worked with invited him to continue journalistic 

activities in England and India. He declined this offer however, due to 

his obligation to his aged parents and young family.(30) Another aspect 

which could possibly have influenced his declension was that he was currently 

engaged in the research and publication of the second edition of the 11 Who 1 s 

Who 11
, which appeared in I940. Although people interviewed seem to have 

no knowledge of his role as mediator at unity talks between the N. I.C. 

and N. I. 0., some evidence of this can be found in the "Indian Mirror".(3I) 

In the forties as well, Dhanee Bramdaw was the speaker of the Parliamentary 

Debating Society, which gathered various members of the community as 

well as the Indian representative in Parliament, to discuss salient 

issues of the day. (32) 

With the outbreak of World War II, in September I939, their existed a 

serious problem in the acquisition of newsprint. This led to an 
} 

inevitable reduction of the size of various newspapers. This state of 

affairs affected the Indian community in that there was a drastic 

cutback on the publication of Indian news. Newspapers such as the 11 Indian 

Opinion" and 11 Indian Views 11
, hardly served to satisfy this need. Having 

perceived this state of affairs, Dhanee Bramdaw decided to start his own 

newspaper. Thus in November I940, he founded the 11 Leader 11 newspaper. 

In its first few months, he worked almost single-handedly to put the 

newspaper on its feet. Since the joinirig of R. S. Nowbath, in I94I, 

27. cf. Appendix A, p. (J9)Aix. 
28. Bramdaw, op. cit., p. 48. cf. Dhanee Bramdaw. 
29. Bramdaw, S., South African Indian Who's Who and Commercial Directory, 

1960 p. 48. cf. Dhanee Bramdaw. 
30. cf. Appendix A, (I9)Avi. An informal interview with Mrs. D. Bramdaw, 27 

August 1985, 18h00. Durban. 
31. cf.Appendix K, p. (29)Ki. 
32. cf. Appendix D, p. (22)Dii. 
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however, he began to pursue the administrative side of the newspaper. 

This activity involved his travelling to various parts of the country 

to acquire advertisements and subscriptions.(33) Following the pressures 

of starting his own newspaper he fell ill in 1946. He had a stroke.(34) 

Upon recovery he realized that his health was deteriorati;ng and he 

sought to make arrangements for an overseas education for his children. 

Having realized that curricula in local schools were inadequate, he 

embarked upon this course of action. Furthermore, he was advised to 

take a cruise on medical grounds. On the 5 June 1952, he embarked 

on a cruise along the East Coast of Africa to England, on board the 

Warwick Castle. He died on 4 July 1952, between Mombasa and the Port 

of Aden, of an heart attack. (35) 

As part of his last will and testament, Dhanee Bramdaw intended to 

transfer ownership of the newspaper to his side of the family. This 

however was successfully contested by Mrs. D. Bramdaw, and hence 

ownership has been retained by the Bramdaw family. 

33. cf. Appendix B, p. (20!Biii. 
34. cf. Appendix A, p. (19)Axvii. 
35. cf. Appendix M, p. (31)Mi. 
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PUBLICATIONS: 

I. Sastri Speaks--I93I. S. R. Naidoo and D. Bramdaw (eds). 

2. Out of the Stable--1935. D. Bramdaw. 

3. The South African Indian Who's Who and Commercial Directory--I936-38. 
D. Bramdaw (ed) 
The South African Indian Who's Who and Commercial Directory--I938-4O 
D. Bramdaw 

4. Leader--194O. 

SAS TRI SPEAKS: 

This volume is a collection of both speeches and writings of Srinivasa 

Sastri, during his stay in South Africa, in his capacity as Agent-General 

of the government of India, from June 1927 to January 1929.(36) Sastri 
came to this country as a delegate at the first Round Table Conference 

between the representatives of the government of India and the government 

of the Union of South Africa, which was opened in Cape Town, on Friday, 

17 December 1926. 

Those representing the government of India were: Sir Muhammad Habibullah 

Sahib, member of the Governer-General 's Executive Council, who was the 

leader; G. L. Corbett, secretary as well as deputy leader; the Hon. 
V. S. Sastri; and Sir d' Arey Lindsay, amongst others. Amongst those 
representing South Africa, were the Hon. J. B. M. Hertzog, Prime 
Minister; D. F. Ma]an; F. H. P. Creswell and F. W. Beyers. 

In his opening remarks to the conference, General Hertzog said that the 

people of South Africa were not ill-disposed towards the Indians in the 

country, but that a'feeling ' had been created because of the danger 

to white civilization present in the large native population in the. 

36. cf. Appendix I, p. (27)Iii. 
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country. To this population was now added a considerable number of 

lower cl.ass Indians. He went on to say 'I wish to make this assurance 

that although in South Africa there is a prejudice against the Indian 

here-no one in this conference should take that prejudice as a 

feeling of hostility against India. The prejudice is in the first place, 

one on economic grounds, and in the second place, it is unfortunately 

added to by a prejudice that is a prejudice common in South Africa, 

namely, _ the prejudice of colour.'(37) 

Sir M. Habibullah, said that his delegation was not committed to any 

particular solution and that his delegation was nevertheless impressed 

by the atmosphere of great natural friendliness.; 

The purpose of the conference was to examine the existing schene of 

repatriation, to ascertain what difficulties had arisen in its 

working, how these difficulties could have been eliminated and the 

ways and means by which Indian residents in the Union could conform 

to western standards of life, with speciaJ reference to sanitation and 

education. 

The path of the Cape Town Agreement, which was announced on 21 February 

1927, was not an easy one. Its successes depended upon the willingness 

of its architects on both sides of the Indian Ocean to give and take. 

As Sastri said of it: 'It is a compromise as you all know, and compromise 

is the very soul of political progress. Now, in a compromise no party 

carries away the entire honour of the negotiations. Each party gives in 

a little and takes a little from the other side.' 

Though the Natal Provincial Council was hostile towards the Agreement, the 

persistence of Sastri and, other influential persons resulted in the 

appointment of the Natal Commission on Indian education on 17 November 

1927. The recommendations were put into effect with heartening results. 

The whole subsidy received from the Union government, for Indian 

education, was spent on Indian education. Expenditure rose from £28 430 

ih 1926-27, to nearly £60 000 in 1930-31 . 

. Sit .M . . Habibullah later paid tribute to the important part played 

37. Pachai, op. cit., p. II8. 
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throughout by V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, whose tact and persuasiveness 

proved of utmost value. 1 (38) 

Owing to Dhanee Bramdaw's position as Reuters' correspondent, he was 

capable of securing m~ch, if not all of the information contained herein.(39) 

This book was published and printed by the Natal Press in Pietermaritzburg 

in 1931. Funding for this project came from S. R. Naidoo, a close 

associate of Dhanee Bramdaw. S. R. Naidoo, in fact, played no hand in the 

editing of this publication though he is credited for doing so.(40) 

Dhanee Bramdaw it seems, actually published the book "to preserve, even 

in its imperfections, the words of that great Indian-Srinivasa Sastri-

who may yet speak to us and the succeeding generations."(41) Mon~taty 

gain does not seem to be Dhanee Bramdaw's chief motive.(42) While 

on the other hand, S. R. Naidoo seems to have entered the task of 11 Sastri 

Speaks" moreso because of financial gain. 

Jan Hofmeyr's foreword to the book provides valuable insight into the 

high esteem in which Sastri was regarded in all circles in South Africa.(44) 

In the other pan of the scales, the Indian delegation to South Africa 

seems to have left with a very favourable impression of both Hofmeyr 

and the Union government. The outgoing Indian High Commissioner, Sir Rama 

Rau mantained that the presence of Mr. Hofmeyr in the cabinet was a ! 

11 guarantee 11 that the Indian problem would not only be dealt with 

sympathetically but also liberally. The validity of this view is 

largely debatQb\e-however. Hofmeyr's sympathy towards the Indian is not 

cast in so much doubt, however. His appeal "was for justice for all 

people. 11 (45) 

OUT OF THE STABLE: 

Statistics regarding the publication of this work have been impossible to 

come by. Nevertheless, some important facts can be gleaned from the publication 

it$elf. lt .can be deduced that this volume was printed in Pietermaritzburg 

38. Pachai, op. cit., p. 130. 
4Q. cf. Appendix E, p. (23)Eii. 
39. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Aix. 
41. cf. Appendix I, p. (27)Iiv. 
42. cf. Appendix I, p. (27)Iiv. 
43. cf. Appendix E, p. (23)Eii. 
44. cf. Appendix I, p. (27)Iv ... vii. 
45. Pachai, op. cit. ,p. 169. 
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by the "Natal Witness" in 1935.(46) His close association with the 

newspaper fraternity made it possible for Harold Wodson to provide 
an interesting foreword to this work. Facts and figures concerning the 

precise date of publication, the number of copies printed, the distribution 

of the book, the cost~ incurred and the retail price of the book, could not 

be obtained. 

There is no doubt however, that the book was warmly received.(47) The book 

really represented a survey of the South African Indian Question from 
1910 to 1935. In his analysis of the situation Dhanee Bramdaw calls 
for a recognition "that the Indian will be a permanent resident of .the 
Union, contributing his share to the general well-being of the whole, and 
in his upliftment, coming either from within himself or from external 
sources, the other non-European races of the country would benefit."(48) 

From this quote one can easily deduce both the focus of the argument of 
the book and Dhanee Bramdaw's personal perception of the Indian question 

in South Africa. Other issues handled were the Round Table Conferences 
of December 1926 and January 1932, the Cape Town Agreement, the Colonial 

Born and Settlers Association and the £3 tax. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN WH0 1 S WHO AND COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY: 

This work was first edited by Dhanee Bramdaw in 1936. The needsfor such 

a publication seem to have been manifold: in its role as a commercial 

directory, it served to unite various trading concerns which were 
sea ttered throughout the country; 11 by showing to the world how 
progressive the Indian community has become ... (49); to collect in a 
convenient form the "brief biographies"(50) of the personalities 
included. Through the years however, the "Who's Who 11 has proved an 
invaluable source of local history. 

Finance for the 11 Who I s Who 11 was provided by the personalities included . 

. . He .secured cash upon acceptance of the biographies and pictures of the 

46. cf. Appendix H, p. (26)Hi. 
47. cf. Appendix H, p. (26)Hii. 
48. Bramdaw,D., Out of the Stable, p. 18. 
49. Bramdaw, op. c,t., 1936-37 p. 27. cf. Appendix J, p. (28)Ji. 
50. Loe. cit. 
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personalities that were included. This money was then used for the 

printing of the book, which was then done by the 11 Natal Witness 11 in 

Pietermaritzburg. Another source of revenue was the advertisements 

included in each edition. The tariff for advertisements in the 11 Who 1 s 

Who 11 differed depending on whether advertisements were included in the 

former or latter half of the book. For the former half, a full page 

advertisement cost £IO while the half page and quarter page cost f6 

and £4 respectively. For the latter half, a· full directory page cost £8, 

while a half page and quarter page advertisement cost £5 and £3, 

respectively.(51) The tariff quoted above applied to the 1938-40 

edition, though it is highly improbable that the rates would have been much 

different for the 1936-38 edition. 

The exact cost for an entry in the biographical section seems to be 

in some doubt, with some people interviewed placing the cost at 

approximately £1, while others place it at a bit more.(52) The retail 

price of the 11 Who 1 s Who 11 (1938-40 editio~) was £1-1-0.(53) Similarly 

here too, there is no reason to believe that the cost of the first 

edition would have been much different. The size of the second edition 

and the number of entries seems to suggest that the first edition was 

we 11 received. 

The demand for the 11 Who 1 s Who 11 seems to have extended beyond the immediate 

families that were included.(54) The exact number of copies for each issue 

can be placed at roughly 200-:_300 copies more than the number of entries 

in each publication. These 200-300 copies would have found their way to 

India and Africa.(55) 

The fact that the 11 Who 1 s Who 11 was a growing volume is recorded in 

Dhanee Bramdaw 1 s difficulty in putting out an issue once every two 

years.(56} 

51. cf. Appendix J, p. (28)Jii-d. 
52. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Avii-viii. 
53. cf. Appendix J, p. (28)Jiv. 
55. cf. Appendix J, p. (28)Jiib-c. 

·54_ cf.Appendix J, p. (28)Jv. 
56. cf. Appendix J, p. (28)Jv. 
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THE LEADER: 

The 11 Leader 11 was started on 30 November 1940 during the second World War 

when daily newspapers had cut down its Indian news service. The Natal 

Press saw in an Indian -reading public potential subscribers to their 

newspapers. The Indian population, in fact, almost equalled the white 

population.(57) With the rapid spread of literacy Natal newspapers 

began to include more and more news of Indian interest. On the other 

hand, the two Indian owned weekly newspapers, which were printed in 

English and Gujerati, namely the "Indian Opinion" and the "Indian Views", 

which were edited by Manilal Gandhi (58) and I. M. Meer (59), 

respectively failed to satisfy the needs of the community. Furthermore, 

these newspapers freely mixed news and opinion and were more often 

"event orientated rather than issue orientated".(60) 

"Nevertheless the black press thrived on extremely fragile 

foundations during this period. Black journalists were 

denied access to conventional news sources and harassed in 

their search for 1 black 1 news in an increasingly hostile 

urban environment. Deprived of opportunities to accumulate 

capital legally, or the right to own land, Black Press 

entrepreneurs lacked newsprint, equipment buildings, 

skilled tradesmen and distribution agents. The purchasing 

power was low and black newspapers could not attract •white" 

advertising even with relatively high circulations. 

Illiteracy accompanied by the rural and regional disposition 

of a largely ethnic-oriented audience was restricting the 

growth of the Black Press as late as the I950 1 s. Even in 

its 1 golden age 1
-- the first 30 years of the 20th 

century--the power of the independent Black Press was 

undermined by its lack of economic viability. 11 (6!) 

Both newspapers failed to satisfy their reading public in three major 

57. ct Appendix O, p. (33)0i. 
58. Switzer and Switzer, op. cit., p. 41. 
59. Ibid. p. 42. 
60. Ibid. p. 8. cf. Appendix K, p. (29)Ki, as illustration hereof. 
61. 1ofa. pp. 6-7. 
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areas; ,namely; they were written largely in the vernacular which made it 

cumbersome for an increasingly literate public to read, the fact that they 
were subscription based meant that they didn 1 t reach a large section of the 
population with ease, both papers had a combined circulation of approximately 
3500 issues. (62) As a. q>nsequence of these three factors the Indians had 
lost interest in their own newspapers and turned to the dailies for 
their reading matter. 

The outbreak of the war in 1939 meant less space for Indian news and as 
Dhanee Bramdaw was in direct touch with his community he often had to 
answer questions as to the small space accorded Indian news. Simultaneously 
a Communist party newspaper was trying to increase its circulation. The war 
and Communism, as it were, were in a way responsible for the birth 
of the 11 Leader 11

• (63) The project for an Indian newspaper was submitted 
to the then general manager of the 11 Natal Witness•. It readily found 
his support and with his printing press available the "Leader" started 
its first number in November 1940. Due to the pressures of time and the 
advertisers(64) the first issue was a very small one (4 pages). 

For the first few months, the newspaper was run with very little h~lp from 
outside. In April I94I however, R. S. Nowbath was employed as an advertising 
representative.(65) His ability well soon found him in the editorial and 
reporting departments. The 11 Leader 11 had the support of the 11 Natal Witness 11 

as its printers and the Central News Agency (C. N. A. ) as its publishers. 
This newspaper was the first Indian newspaper to be enrolled as a 
member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation (A. B. C.). Colour bar in 
the constitution of the Newspaper Press Union (N. P. U. ) had been in the 
way of its membership. The 11 Leader 11 ahd stressed the news side rather 
than the comment carried out by its Indian contemporaries.(66) It had no 
affiliation with any political or other public organisations, and was 
never predominantly a sectarian newspaper. The political comment sought 
to advance the interests of the Indians as. South: Africans~News·pii'per:··µoli'cy .. 
62. An informa1 interview with Mr. I. C. Meer. 20 August !985, I9h00.Durban. 
63. An informal interview with Mrs. D. Bramdaw. 27 August 1985, I8h00.Durban. 
64. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Axi. 
65. cf. Appendix B, p. (20 )Bi. 
66. An informal interview with Mrs. D. Bramdaw. 27 August 1985, I8h00.Durban. 
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firmly reflected that the Indian had a stake in this country and the 

best way he could advance it was through friendliness and co-operation 

with all sections of the South African communuty. 

The 11 Leader was never financed by any shareholders. Capital for this venture 

came from royaltiesaccrued from the "Who's Who" and other publications. 

The goodwill that Dhanee Bramdaw had built up at the "Natal Witness" 

enabled him to obtain newsprint at a fair price. As his newspaper was 

printed at the "Natal Witness", and since he used an office at the 
11 Natal Witness 11

, there was no need to pay for the upkeep of premises 

either. (67) Thus it was possible for him to put out the "Leader" at 

very little cost. 

At the time of his death, the staff of the "Leader" numbered four, 

who were responsible for the gathering of news. Ranji Nowbath, who was 

employed in April I94I acted as editor intermittently. In Pietermaritzburg, 

C. G. Moodley was responsible for all local news, sports reporting and 

welfare news. In Durban, Bobby Harripersadh, who joined the"Leader 11 

in 1946 or 1947, was responsible for sports news and later on, (68) 

general reporting. In 1952 Bhim Bramdaw, Mahadeo Jugdeo 1 s son, was 

employed. Besides the reporting staff much news was sent in by aspiring 

writers.(69) Copy used to be transferred from Durban to Pietermaritzburg 

by Pullman with whoever was manning the Durban office at any given time.(70) 

While the "Natal Witness" served as one of the premises for "Leader" 

staff, they ·nevertheless mantained a suite in "Penbrow Chambers" at 

472 West Street in Durban.(7I) Within a few months they moved office 

to 25 Baker Street. In the mid-forties, however they shifted premises to 

"Motala Chambers" in Pine Street, Durban.(72) 

Distribution of the "Leader" was conducted on their behalf by the C. N. A. 

67. cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biv. 
68. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Axv. 
69. cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biv. 
70. Loe. cit. 
71. cf. Appendix N, p. (32)Ni. 
72. cf. Appendi X B' p. (20)Biv. 
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who had their offices at 369 Smith Street in Durban.(73) The C. N. A. 

only took over distribution about six months to one year after .the 

newspaper had begun.(74) Much of the sales were carried out in centra1 

Durban, the North Coast and Transvaal. Sales in the Transvaal were done 

through subscription? which were secured by Dhanee Bramdaw.(75) 

In his analysis Switzer mantains that the "Leader" was responsible for 

11 70% of the annual circulation of the three Indian newspapers published 

in South Africa. 11 (76) there appears to be some disparity regarding the print 

order for the first issue. While some place it at 5000 others 

interviewed seem to think that, that is an "optimistic" figure.(77) 

Despite this however, an exact order for an issue in December I948 

was I7 5Q0.(78) This seems to indicate a phenomenal growth within 

eight years, considering the conditions of the time. The first issue 

of the 11 Leader11 consisted of only four pages due to the pressures of the 

advertisers as well. It is interesting to note however, that the first 

issue appeared on a Saturday although it was intended to be a Friday 

newspaper. The reason for this lay in the fact that the~ were unable 

to produce the paper on a Friday for distribution. 

In the decilaration of its policy, the "Leader" bravely claimed to 

represent 11 fi rst and foremost its own vi ewpoi nt 11 (79), while simultaneously 

declaring its columns open to "divergent views, honestly expressed and 

within the law".(80) The views of man_y people interviewed seems to 

suggest thA-t the 11 Leader 11 stood for honest reporting, sometimes even, 

refusing to be drawn into the mainstream of Indian bpinion.(8I) 

73. cf. Appendix N, p. (92)Ni. 
74. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Axiii. 
75~.cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biii. 
76. cf. Appendix L, p. (30)Lii. 
77. cf. Appendix A, p. (I9)Axii. 
78. cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biii. 
79. cf .. Appendix N, p. (32)Ni. 
80. Loe cit. 
8I. cf. Appendix B, p. (20)Biii. 
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Despite these claims to 11 objectivfty11 however, any newspaper that 

claims to reflect public opinion honestly, is unwittingly the 

victim of its own historical circumstance. If such a view is accepted, 

statements such as 11 interpret all facets of community life 11 (82} and 

"prove of interest to all its readers"(83) beg the question "how·- ? 11 

Any serious student would, furthermore, find these above statements 

vague and unenlightening. The best manner to arrive at an accurate view 

of the newspaper, then, would be through an examination of the 

newspapers reflections of and on various salient issues of the day. 

It is with these premises in mind that the various conclusions 

hereafter, attempt to arrive at an accurate view of firstly, the 

newspaper and its policy and secondly to reach evaluative conclusions 

which will place the "Leader" in its proper historical context. In his 

analysis of the Black Press in South Africa, Switzer has this to say: 
11 The South African press has been a sectional press throughout 

its history. Race~~ -not language, religion or culture-- has 

proved to be the dominant characteristic of this sectionalism, 

moreover, which has given the press in this country a 

unique status among the world's mass media of communication."(84) 

He goes on to say: 

"The Indian community press, independant of white control but 

tradtionally conservative and insular in its interests, is 

commercially the most viable at present. The two main Indian 

newspapers--Leader(founded in September 1941) and Gra phic 

(founded in August 1950)--are,in fact, community newspapers. 11 (85) 

To a large extent, Switzer's thesis that the Black Press in South Africa 

was largely one based on race is true. Issues covered in the "Leader" 

hardly refer to any "white 11 issues unless it was of direct relevance to 

Indians in this country. The fact, furthermore, that the newspaper was 

created solely for Indian news also reflects this. 

82. cf. Appendix N, p. (32)Ni. 
83. Loe cit. 
84. Switzer and Switzer, op. cit., p. vii. 
85. ibid. , p. 18. 
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' 

Tne idea that the Black Press consists of largely community based newspapers, 

is also reflected in the columns of the 11 Leader 11 which carried news which 

was o~ interest to all members to all members of the community. Features 

included were: a womans' column, ~political column which ran during I948 

and I949 called the 11 Crack of the Sjambok", a cartoon feature which 
/ 

incorporated both a political comment cartoon, and a strip, acolumn 

called "Mainly about People'', which featured news of arrivals, births 

and engagements and of news of people who had just graduated. An 

interesting feature of these early editions is the large amount of 

space accorded to the film industry, both the English and the Indian 

linguistic groups. 

It is certain that the 11 Leader 11 made a significant impact when it first 

appeared: the 300% rise in circulation from I940 (five thousand copies 

printed) to December I948 (I7 500 copies printed) is virtual proof 

in itself. Readership can be calculated by multiplying these figures 

by an optimistic figure of three. (Families in the first half of this 

century generally were larger and more closely knit.) Thus the 

readership could be gauged at roughly 52 500. Furthermore, Indian 

newspapers of the time were not sold across the counter as were white 

papers. The fact that the medium was solely English meant that many 

people could buy the paper and read it easily. 

It can however, be said that the "f.eader", in its early years, was 

"conservative and insular in its interests". Its committment to a stand of 

paving the way for negotiation politics, in the midst of vociferous 

opposition to the government proves this. This could on the other hand, 

be said to be a judgement on hindsight. The ethos of the I940's was 

one which firmly held that negotiation would achieve what the Indians 

in this country sought. 

Part of the reason why the "Leader"survived, lies in this statement 

of Smitzer's: 
11 From the I930's to the I950's, the political vacuum was 

filled by two different groups of publications--sometimes with 



divergent interests but in the main complementary in terms 

of goals: firstly, the weakest as far as black interests 

were concerned was the labour, Socialist and early Communist 

Party press. 11 (86) 

The problem with this approach was that they could not reconcile their 

differences and the aspirations of a working class that was divided 

along racial lines. Secondly, a new generation of publications 

succeeded those which had supported the African, Coloured and Indian 

political parties and pressure groups between the I880 1 s and the I920 1 s. 

At the best of times, however, black political publications had to struggle 

for survival in South Africa and when the Nationalist Party won the 

I948 election, it was the beginning of the end for the protest journals 

as well as the political movements they represented. (87) 

The idea that Indians formed an integral part of the South African 

community seems to have been the guiding belief in Dhanee Bramdaw~ life. 

This view is stated in the 11 0ut of the Stable 11 and in a sense finds 

expression in the policy of the 11 Leader 11
• Combined with his keen, 

even if acquired business acumen, Dhanee Bramdaw tried to steer clear 

of that pitfalls which beset mMja newspaper of the time. In its 

policy however, the 11 Leader 11 seems to have adopted a wise course in 

not owing allegiance to any particular point of view. As points of view 

change with fashion, so too can the fate of a body which reflects such 

views be decided. 

86. Ibid. , p. IO. 
87. Tirnf., pp. IO-I I. 
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'.l'HE PAP.TY SYSTEMn -----·---·---.--·----

The Party System arose in English politics in the l?th century 

during the reign o:f Jamos: Io The Court party was repr·esented by 

the courtiers and the people of London and tne Country ?arty by the 

people oi tht' outs:Lc1e district~;'-' A:'ter the civil war names were 

introc.uced for these parties by whi.ch they have been known e,rer 

since. 

Ciountry Pa.rty •· Whigs. - Libei·als~ 
Court Party - Tories - Conservativeso 

Under these the party syst".;m1 in Bngland had its best days. 

---The system worked. w·ell and wao :perfectly suited to England. 

' 
At the beginning of Lhe 19th century these parties took ne~ 

names and th0 Wh:i.gs became Li"beraJ..s who favoured the grant of equal 

political pr-ivilegen to all, the a'bolition of the remaining 

reJ.:i.gious disabil:i.t:l.es and tests, and the establishment of economic 

:1 :'. .'b :.'•n·ty of trade ;:1,nc~ industry<) 'Ihe Toriea became Conservatives 

~~~ were opposed to all innovations and wished to preserve anything 

·•:,t~'.d. c. was good in thu old sys temo 

The scientific basis of the party system is the partition 

·oetween the :progressive and tb.e cautious and this is what was found 

in England. at thi.s time but haa now unfortunately passed away and 

i 2 hardly ever f'o1..md in any cot:.ntr-y today o 

LATER DEVELOHJ[l1:HT Ol!1 TRE E~GLISH PA'RTY SYSTE.Mo 

Int.he middle of the 19th century a third party arose knowa 

~s the Irish Party~ Soon after Gladstone the leader of the Liberals 

tooK over. the 0av.Be of the Iriflho 'J:his ca.used. a split in the 

Liberal party c1nd we get another .. the Liberal-Unionists. Later 

on we have the :r.!abou:- ?arty~ t::.uH f i Ye in place of the original two t, 

In the pres i:, nt :::.;er:tury there have be(m still further changes 

and further spJitG and fusions. Liberal Unionists and Conservatives 

fusad into Co:1serva ti Yes,~ During the war all the parties combined 

and a coalition ~inistry was formed. 

Up to J..8f,C) thi a sy ,, • r -,. of ?arty Government worked well as 

there were only tt.e two parties and they came into power al ternatelyo 

.f'arties are natural and inevitable ., People must naturally agree 

or disagree with certain things,.o Hence -the natural spl.i t was when 

there were only two parties. At the present time it is difficult 

to do wi'thout a coa.li tion ministry because of the increased number 

of partieso But under a coalition if one p~rty secedes the 

minist:ry will in all :probability be def eatei.' , 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

The·word Constitution (Latin: const:i.:tutio) originally 

meant a collection of laws or ordinances made by an Emperor or 

King. To-day the word refers to those rui es which concern the 

political structure of society . The·constit'ution consists of (a) 

the rules which point .out where the sovereign is to be found; (b) 

the form in which his :powers are exercised; (c) the relations ' 

of the different members of the sovereign body to each other 

where it consists o! more persons than one. 

When the student has grasped these three essentials he will 

find that subsequent discussior is a.development of these point~o 

·If we consider any independent political Society ( say Englahd 9 

or France), it is assumed by the above three essentials, that there 

will be found somewhere or other a sovereign , whether that sovereign 

be a single person, or a body of persons, or several bodies of 

personso 

The commands imposed by the sovereign person or body on the 

rest of the society are positive laws, properly so called. 

The sovereign body not only makes• these laws, but has two othen 

leading functions, viz. those of judicature (i.e. justice - its 

system of law courts and policing); and administration (i.e. the 

actual art of government - Departmental offices). Legislation 

is for the most :part perform2d directly by the sovereign body it­

self; judicature and ad.ministration, for the most :part, by de-

legates. The constitution of a society, accordingly, would show 

how the sovereign body is composed, and what are the relations of 

its members inter se , and how the sovereign functions of legislation, 

judicature ·and administration are exercised. Constitutional law 

consists of the rules relating to those subjects, and thes~ rules , 

may either be. laws pro,12erly__J3_0-called , or °t~Y In.ay not - i.,e., they 

may or may not be.commands imposed by the sovereign hody itself. 

The English constitutional rule, for example, that the king and . 

parliament are the sovereign; cannot be called a law, for law pre­

supposes the fact which it asserts. And. other rules, whi.ch are 

constantly observed in practice, but have never been ·enacted by 

the sovereign power, are in the same way constitutional laws, · 

which are not laws. It is an understood rule of the English 

constitution that the king shall not refuse his assent to a b:il..l 

which has passed both Houses of Parliament ; - but it is certainly --=-­

not a law. Should the king veto such a bill his action would 

be un-constitutional , but not illegalo On the other hand th~ 

rules relating to the election of members to the House of Commons 

are nearly all positive laws strictly so callede Constitutionai 

law, as the phrase is colIID!only ·used, V'ould include all the lavrn 

dealing with the sovereign body in the exercise of.its various 

·rune ti ons, and all the rules, not being laws properly co-call'ed•9 

relating to the ,same subj ect. 
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LAT TITO I 
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.. 

:!'ram the :I?1·esen~ ·.':lar.:!e of t::ie vcl'1J He shDll 1\:irrn in this lecture, 

(a) Present Inlicative, 

• - ' f to 1 Imper ect IndiJ2..tive, 

(d) ?resent Subjunative 1 

( f) 

Ci-erund, 

Gerundive, 

(g) 2resent Participie. 

of Verbs of t~2 Third and Fourth Conjugations. ThA ?ndin; ~ a: 

the e .. bove FJ.re exact~;-; 8.lilce in Ver:-rn of tLese t,:ie> G:rnjl;.,:;:,.ti'.):·l,3~ 

and :i. t would be sheer waste of t i1.1e to do the :;on j u;:;a ·~J. ona 

sei~flYately o As Il'Iodel Verbs we e.;1all t:::,:~ ;;; -

1st Pers. Preso Ind. 

( a.) rego 

(t) atAciio audire 

1st Pe:cs. Perf. Ind. Sup ine. 

rexi r -~c tum 

audivi c::wdi tum 

NJT~. The Perf. Indo and Supine of rego. The Perfect Base 

is enti1~e1y different from the J?re::;ent 3ase. 
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FIRST PAGE 'OF STUDENT HANDOUT~I930. 

; 

U.cTION COLLEGE. 

OUR TutARCH CHAT TO STUDENTS: 1930. 

Dear Student, • 

Since I-.last addressed you, the complete results· 
.,of the va:rious examinations have come to ho.nd, and I am proud 
and . gratified to say that students of the Union College have 
been uniformly successful in every examination. No 
correspondence College in the Union can boast of such a unique 
record of successes as the Union Coilege had~ In every branch 
of learning the names o:f the students of the College appear as 
successful candidates . 

. This unique. record of successes was secured solely 
through the sterling excellence of the 'courses of the College 
and the diligent work of the students. The College is most 
anxio«s to maintain its supreme position as the educationel 
inatitation of South Af:rica a,nd earnestly appea,ls to you to 
apply yourself diligently to your studie~. 

I wish to put before you some advice in connection 
with your studies. You are all open to conviction; you are . 
all alive to manly principles so that I feel sure that my 
efforts t.o aid and guide you, in whose progress and welfare I 
hn1re the stronges.t interest, will have their reception and 
success commensurate with my interest in you. 

In the first place I want you to make up your mind 
the. t you s.r e not only going to write the exai.-ninn t ion th is yea.r, 
but that you are going to pass it. Procrastination is the 
thief of time, the .r 01:.1,d "bye and bye" leads to the city of 
"nowher~". :Po not, therefore, waste preciou:s time ih Ueciding··= 
whc:.t you intend doing next year or the yer:,1· after. :Make up 
your mind to do it this year. Get youraelf this motto: if my 
friends can do it; I can do it too. 

In the second place I want you to set apart a special 
time, each day, for otudy. I fully reoliee what many cf you 
have to Gontend with, but I sincerely believe that each of you 
could, if you .. cry~ find this time. I want you to remember 
the h8.ndsome revn.1.rd in store for you~ Success at the exc..r,1.ination. 
You all know what it means to you, and o, little sacrifice, even 
of soc inl engagemen'~s, is surely well rewarded. 



TITLE PAGE OF OUT OF THE STABLE. 

OUl-\ OF TI-IE STABLE 

5,olf lh Africa aJ1d its Indian (Jucsfion 

for //,c last 2:J _vca rs, 

1910 - 19~~5 

Hv 

DI-IANEE BRAlVIDAW 
J,d i t fl l' of "

0

1'l11· S u11//1 .·1/rirnu l11di11n 11 ' //l!' s II'!,,, ," .lite. 

\Vith a Foreword by 

HAROLD \VODSON 
l :di/or of the "Natal ,·I dvcrtiscr" 

"l claim my right to take my scat as a member of R in:; George's ltouseltold. 

l shali 1101 be coutcnt witft a place in !t is 011/c r stables." 

-Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru on the South African Indian Question at 

the J mperial Conference, 192:1. 

& 
l'IETEHi\lAHfTZBUHG: • 

The Natal ,Vitncss. Limited. 

19:!5. 
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REVIEVt OF :our · OF THE . STABLL 12 . SEPTEMBER J.936 • 

. . • .. , OUT,': ott '1THl3( s:rAB~E. ' .' • 

. t CorncrnIN~ ;it·h tho ,.gooclwill mis- · 
sion of a . i·cpreEentativo parliament-

. ary deleg·ation from the . Union _of 
, Souf;h Africa to India, thero _bas h?cn 
1 publh1hcd under this arrcstrng t~tlo 

an admirable survey '·of the. Indinn 
question in South·; Africa during the 
!Mt twenty,five years. • The 'author, 
DIIANEE IlnAMDA,v, : ;, tak(la as his text 
a striking passage ·· in. a Rpccch 
by Sm •'fF.r . • BAHADUR ·~ SArnu on 
South African '·Indian problems at 
the Imperial Conference · in 1023-"l 
claim irly' ' \:ight >to take my eent as a 
momhcr ol KlNO' Gmonmi's ho11s11hol<l. Ir. slmll riot be content w~th a plii:cc in 
Ins outer stables/!. • It 1s Mn. BnAM• 

DAW 1S .pui·po~e .. to ' demonstrat~ in _his 
review of· an I intensely •• interestu1,g 
pel'iod, wdtten with j ~dicial fai r_n?ss, 
how fnr since the Umon the pos1t10n 
of Indians has been bettered, and his 
plea is £or n. • ·p;r?atcr u?ity • it: the . 
l-nclin.n ranks which he ·1~ convinr.c<l 
will win mnch more from auccessivo. 
Governments of t.he .Ifoion. 
. The history which is !lurveyed is 

familiar to all in this country who 
have • interested thcmselveFI in the 
po~ition of Indians over.sens. but r?-

. petition · in ·such attractive .. form• lFI 
bot.h interesting and useful. It .serves 
to remind thoslCwho are impatient 

•t':l:~it;;tbili:•~;;;~ BER 12 ,. 19 36 · 

' • • 
main how far liberalism has grtiwn 
since' tho • stormy ·day in 1913 when 

j ~housand~ ,0£'. Indians mnrched·. out 
, from tho cane fields, the coal mines, 
,

1

. t'he· _;y'ltt.le • plantations, and wherever 
. they were .em. ployed, a!J tinitecl under 
the banner· of '. ,Mp, GANDUl and his 

i lieutenants;' 'to · secure tho redress of , 
: grievances th~y'<felt ' t,o bci intolern.ble. 
\' Thero ·was, it is . worth remembering, : 
l nothinr; that ' wo.s · • imti-Europen.n or 

o.gainst : any : clns11. in that movement 
except that it' was · directed at ending · 
Indian :disabilities; It ·11uccceded .to 
the · extent 0£. .B!JC\1l'ing an invest1ga- ! 

I tion 1wh_ich ,resulted i_n the .r~p.eal ·of ', 
. an. . UllJUSt ta,x, ,the recogn1t1on of· 
I ,Indian marrh1ges .and the . repatr1a-. 
. tion at Government t1xpense of- those 
\ :\"110 desired to return .to India. Stl).ce 
I that Indian Relief -Act of 1914 much 
, more .has lteen ··won by patir.nt .nego- . 
j t ifi.tion; . the vigilant watch from 

Delhi an·d Sim!.a over Indin.n inter­
ests abroad, · .. and the.!'- increasingly 
effective ·co-operation ,between the two 
Governments ... ·: , The Paddison Agree­
ment "of 1927 ·marked the beginning 
:of a ·new era.. • There was a recogni- ' 
tion of Indhns as being part of the . 
permanent, p:mulation, reversing the· 

1 

view of Dn. MALAN 1tnd others that 
the Indian was ''a ' foreign element 
in the population:" there was n pt'J· 

misc that the Indian population 
would · be uplifted so thn.t, it migH 
not bci allowed to lag behind an~ 
other section of the population. 

(26)Hii 

:: ,· Opiliionil may differ as to how fully 
that promisil ;has been fulfilled, but 

·t~!' i_I_I1pi-ov(bment 1n the gencr3:f situa: 
tion • duri~g the ·· intervening years 
cannot be • questioned. There . ha~e 
b~e;, • p~riodic ·;waves of . anti-Asiatic 
_feeling ;,; and< . legislative proposals ;-
_wh_ich, , had they reached the Statute ' 

. Book;in theii-. proposed shape, would • 
i hti.ve constituted gross injustice. Most 
' of ·~he latter/ aR 11, result of i1egotia-
:" tion, • haveji1ther been held up o\· so 

altered ' in; .. fo1m as to constitute no 
serious disability to Indians. I~ so­

\ curing · these rcs11HF1 and in ln.y1J1g 
' the foundation of fn<linn education , 

and · ndvn.nccment Mn, SASTRI and his . . 
i successors ·as .· Agent of thn Govern-
I ment of , India in tho· Union have · 
• played .a splendid part to wpich the 

author of . Out of .fhe Stable 1rnys 
fine tribute. · He concludes his re­
.view of a period which hns bcr.n one 
of continuous and intense struggle 

, with an appeal to Indians in South 
Africa to .heal the hrcnch in their 
own ranks which has existed in the 
la.st, few years n.ncl weakens their 
position ·· in .meeting ov~rt ·or co~­
templated opposition to their rights 
in the field of polit.ics, commerce, 
economic~, cclucatioi1. anrl the mnny­
slded interests touching the commun­
ity at all points: -South Africa hr, 
urges to be true to its declarn.t.ion 
containr.d in • the _Capet!)wn A g1-re-

; mcnt: "The Union · (;overn·ment firm­
: ly b~lieve in n.nd aclhcrn to (,hr. prin­

dplci ,,that It in . t,hc duty · of ·cvr,ry 
·civilized Government, to devise ways 
and means and to take nil possih!r, 
steps for the uplifting of every sec­
tion of their · perinn.nent popn lat.ion 
to the full extent of their c11.pncity 
rind· •. opportunit.ies, and accept the 
v'ie\V that, in tho provision of educn,­
tionnl and other facilities, the r.on • 
sidernble number of Indians who ·• will 
remain pnrt of the permanent popu­
lation should not, be allowed to Jag 
!>chind other sections.of ·the people." 
'l1o deviate · from thn.t,- !lllt. JlnAMnAw 

·declares, n•ould ·be for South Africa 
,to ;_ deny ; its true self. 
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ADVERTISING PAMPHLET FOR THE WHO 1 S WHO. 

UNRIVALLED 
AS AN 
ADVERTISING 
MEDIUM! 

A BOOK FOR 
AND ABOUT 
THE 225,000 

!ND/ANS IN 
SOUTH . .. 
. . . AFRICA 

Next Issue Incorporating 

Southern and Northern 

Rhodesia, etc. 

No11£erclzants) Shippers) I1nporters) Agents) llfantt/acturers 

and all e11~.gaged in Tradt~ and Co11unerce 2·11 anrl wz'th the 

U11io11 oj· .Sozdh A fn'ca and adjacent territorz·es ca1t r~/ford 

to be without a copy oj· 

South Africa's Only Indian Reference Book 
Circulating throughout the Union as well as Overseas 

Get in Touch with the Mero, that Matter 
in the Indian C01rnmunity ! 

It gives all the inf,,nnation ,,fa ready and pcnn .111ent reference book, am! its contents make it a re:1s1m 

for its being c,msultctl d,ily as a newspaper hut with the additional nclvantagc of it being kept and 
not thrown away. 

E11q11irin to: 

REVISED ISSUE 1938-39 
(NouJ in Couru o/ Prtpc,rali,,n) 

Editor: DI-JANEE BRAJ\IDAW 

The .,\Ianaging Editor, "S.A. INDIAN'S WJIO;S WHO and COMl\IERCIAL DIRECTORY," 

The Natal \'v'itncss Ltd., Pictcrnrnritzhur!-(, Natal. 

Lo11do11 Office: Reuters, 24 Old Jewry L~nc, Lon<lon, E.C. 2, 



ADVERTISING PAMPHLET FOR THE WHO 1 S WHO. 

The So tt th A j r i ca 11 In rl i a 11 ff/ho's f/7 ho a 11 d 

Commercial Directory 
• "<·ntll<' as__:1 i'\Ul'pti8e to J1ulin.," Hays 'l'/,.r, 'l'-imt's of '11.<l-ir~ 

"This, the firnt issue of Hie above puhlicatio11, shonl<l proYe useful 
to those whn l1ave, or wish t.o have, 1nrniness relntio1rn in Nouth Afrirn, nn<l 
"·ho wouh1 lilw 1o nequire nn illfiigld-. into t.he JH•rsonalitins hPhi11d tlrn Indian 
life of Noulh Afri1·n."-G'o·m111erce, Homlmy. 

"Th is heautifully got-up Yolume ought fo fi 1ul a place in cnir~,· 
Hefo1·1,11<·e J,iln·u1T . lt <·.onws i11 handy to :di those who are intercstc<l in tl1<• 
affairs o[ li1dian~ in Nouth Afri<·a .. •. Mr. Dhaiiee Hrnmdaw tleserYes to hn 
('(J11gratulared upon having· supplic<l a l011g-felt want ... It woul1l 1;11i 1,p 
out. of pla c.c fo express a hop<!, hPre, that: a similar <lirec·f-.ory may he. cornpile'1 
"·ith n·fore11rc i.o 1-.l!e Tndiun N1-tllnrs in .Eust Africa." - The llm11lu1,11 
Chr1111 il'l <'. 

Not. oHlv <1icl glowing iTilrntes appear in Ute Press of Inclia, hut 
numermtR ;,r11e;:s for copies <~\111111 from 11i:1n 11 fad.m·er~ a 11cl mcrcha II is , PrPss 
and puhlie men, from many partR of that cmmtry. 

Wn l f,l~ the lndia,n 
ll'lw's nn,o ·/S 1/, 

I' 11 /1 l i ,,a I ion of S,ml.11 

Jfril'a for South fl/rim, 

t./,r i11/or111afio11 it: n111-

tai11s m11!.·t'.~ it a11 i11rlis­
zu•11sil1lc ,.,,j,,re11r·,i f)()ok to 
tl,ose 011/sirle t!u, linion, 
e.~fH'cia.lly ·in !ml ia. 1 n 
fact, it forms, as -it were, 

a 7rnr.rn11al 1 in 1., l1ef:1ce«n 

tl,,,sr, fll'o 1·011-ntrie.~. 

·::::~~}?~tl:\~·:: 
0 110., .,. 

zac,,,.11r. 

(28)Jii-c 
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Minister's 
A cabinet . ns" 

"congratutatao .. 
Fou trade (:flll{ru·t.~ -with 

Indians, hot/, z,u.l,I ic 

and • husiness -nwn, t,l,e 

S .A. lnrhan Who'.~ 1Vho, 

11•/,i,·I, 1·irt·11./afl>.~ fhro1t!Jh-

1111f f/,l' Un£on, u 11.n­

donl>t<'dl;11 the best ,ul·ver-

t.isinfJ medhl,/n. 

The C' s O u th A 1·1~ i Ca 11 I 11 di a 1l r p h O's ff/ h O a n d 

Commercial Directory,'' which was .first published 

two years ago, Jr,as welcomed both by the Public 

and Press as a most use/rt! publication. 

"ThiR WHO'S WHO," wrofr The Star, Joh:u111eshurg·, "should prnve 

of rnlne to busi11PHH lllPH thrn11glwul: Hie U11ioi1 ... is a splendidly proclueed 

publicatio11 whwh not 011ly g-in•s a birds-eye view of the p:irt played hy the 

Jmlia11 c01iim1rnity in the llnio11, hut. alRo rn11tai11s a large uurnher of 

interesting :wcl ro"11eiRe biograph ieR of its leacliug figures ." 

"'l'lfE AOU'J'H AFJUCAN INDIAN WHO'/-,; "'HO AND COM­

lllBIWlAJ, DJ ltECT< J1t Y for w::w-:n, whic·h has been pnblishrcl hy TTte 

Natal TVitness, j1, an ex1,elle11t.I_v~hou111I and well-pri11le1l refore11<·e hook 

eoYen 11g I 11dia11 social li fr a 111! cornme1·<•.ia I eiiterprii-es throughout. t.he 

Union," wmte The C:ape .I r_1111s. 

'l'rihules were paicl hy other leading newspaper:;, whi<·h i11clll<led 

The Hand /)nily ii/ail, The Su11da.11 Times, Tlw S1111day /,;,rzn·ess, TTte Natal 

lV1:tness, 'l'l/{', Natal Ad,,,•rtiser, The Nrital Jlle,rmu·y, The Friend, The JJail.tt 

]h.~11atch, The /Jiamond Fields Arl,wrti.rnr tmd ol:her paperR. 

(28)Jii-b 
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Our 
Tlw In<lia11 1·01111111111il.y .~honlcl 

remember the followi11µ: :fii·,;rn which 

had ext.e11cle<l ihl'ir ,mppod to, hy 

laking :-;p:wP i11, tli1• l!);!(j_;17 i~suc~ of 

~outfJ §frica·s ®nlp 3htbian 
l\tfrrtnct jljloolt 

Aft·. fioap & Ohe111ieal \Vo,·lrn, .Tohan11eHhnrg. 

Amstenla,111 l>ia.1no111l ( 'nttinJ? \Vo1'k!-!, .Jo 'hurf!. 

Atla.11t.ic .H.efi11i11~ Co. of Africa. Ltd . 

Atl:tH Assnr,wcc Co., l,tll., or l,orulon . 

Hagsh11,w, Oib,uul ,\0 Co., Ltd .. Port J<:lizaheth . 

llarnlays Bank (D. C. & ll.). 
Bla.ikie, A. & Co., i,tc\., J>11rl,n11 . 

Bloch. M. & 1co., .Joha11m·sh11rg. • 

Bl'iliHh J11c\i1t Steam .Navi1mtio11 Co .. I,td. 

Brown, W. (h &. Co .. Uc\. . 
Ch,i111hcrlain's (l't.y.), l,td .. Cnf)e 'l'own. 

Choonilall Jlros .. Dnrh:in . 
Clothing and Shirt llla11nractnrcrs, Jo'htu·g. 

Coope r, .T. 'l\ & Co .. l>ul'hau. 
Dalton, Nut.tall & Vo.me~•. 1,t.d .. l>nrha11. 

Dodhy & 8011~. Hiallwl Cit~•. l1Hlia. 

l)nlf, ,J. M. &. Co. (l'ty.) , I,tcl., llnrhan . 

.1 ,; Je11hant •1rradi11g Co., Ltd., ,Joha1111c8hllrl{. 

Equitable .~'ire and ,\rcidc11t. Olli,·e (of llla11-

chcster), 'l'hc. 
Brikscn Bros., l>111·ha11. 
J•:sscx & flnffolk Eqnitahlc In s urance flocict~•. 

Ltd ., of Uolchcstc,i·, Vi11glall(I. 
I•:va11s, Jfol'l><,rt. & l'o .. ,Johan11eshurir. 

F'ischcr, Paul , J>nrhan. 
"Five Hoses" •rea ancl 1Coff<.•c Works. Durhan. 

Gcr111iston Clothi11ir Mannl"actur1,i·s. 

<lraha.rn Hc111cdies. Ltd .. Ca1w 'Pown. 

Hay. W . & Sons, 1,t,I., ~la1·itzhnrir. 

llunt, J,encha1·a & ll,•1il>111·11, l,t,I., Dn1·han . 

India ./\ frica, l,i t1c. 
l s:rncs, ,J. ll ., o,,s hi,11 & Co .. JJnrh:111 . 

. JacohSon. S . &. 8011~ . ,loha1111csliur~. 

,lairJ!('I", ,I. W. & Co. (l't_v.1, Ltd., ( 'a pe 'l'own. 

,Je1111i11gs, "P. ,v. &. Co., CaJH' 'l10,,·11 and 

,JoltanneFihn,·f.!. 
1'nj1•1•. ,\ . I. (l'ly.). t.1il ., l1111·ha11 . 

l\all11·ada. Bros .. ll11rha11. 
1,ocldmt Bros. & Uo., l,t,1., IJnrhan. 

Ma.ghrajh , Hans & Co., l>ttrlmn . 
Mill s. J>:wicl & Sons, 1,t,t., l'a))c Town. 

Moir"s ,Jcllic•s. 
Mos,•11thals. 
Naidoo, II. J\f ., l>nrhan. 
Natal Milli111-: Co. (l't)•.). 1,111 .. l>urhan. 

Natal 'l'a11ni111-: 1':xtra,·t C'o .. I,tcl., Maritzh111·ir. 

National lltntnal l, ife ,l ssociatio11 or Ans-

tralaaia., l,t.cl. 
N(•w India /\RHlll':tlll'C Co., l,td., ll11rl,a11. 

Nt11!J.:t'l Footwt'ar ( l't_v.), 1,t,1 .. 1'01·1 Eliza ht•lli. 

l'i<-klc•s. W. B. & Sons, 1,ttl., t>nrh:lll . 

J>ollia,·k, IL & Co. 
P.l•ott, !,tel. 
He111i11gto11 '11ypewriter 1\J;tmcy. 

H,•ntcrs, Ltd . 
H,t1·1-rc11t, I ,Ill., J'm·t Eliza IJt•tl1. 

Hh e ll Co,npan.v or Houtl1 Africa, Lttl., 'l'he. 

Rh11tcr &. Rhoo!C'r, :t.lnrit1.h11rir. 
Hill~f.'I' ~Pwi11g- J\lachim•:-i, Capp 'rown. 

~outh Af'1·ica11 l,ilwr:il l11i-.111·n11ep Co .. l1ttl. 

H. ,\ . _M11t.11nl IJifu AH~11r:1lll'< i Hoci('t_v. 'J'ht• , 

H.A. Bailways a1ul llnrl11111rs. 
f4ottth l\t'it.hih ·111snr·a11n~ ( 'o .. Ltd., 'l'hl'. 

Ht:wclarcl Ha n), or 8011th ,\l"ri<-a. 1,t,1 .. 'l'hc. 

Hta ndanl Hu il,li Ill.! ~ol'.i<·t ~·. 

Rtcph,•n, l•1 ras(' I' ( Lo11do11 ). l,t,l. 

'l'C'tt Bll'11d!'rs ('o .. ll11 r ha11 . 
'l't~xaco Pr-odtt('f8. 
'l'iJ!PI' Oat s Co .. Lie\. , ilailla111I ('.JI 

Vn.m111111 <)ii Co. of ft.\., ljtd., Capp 'l'own. 

Vicl,s l'rn,lncts. • 
\Vhifc1, A. 8 . &. Co., .Johan11,•sh11rl,!' . 

White Hon s,•, 'I'll!•. l'nr t Nh,•pston,•. 

Yo1·k shirc l11sttratH'<! Co .. Lttl. 
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Fz'nns and Publz'c Get ·zn tottclz witlz t!ze I11dia11 Busi11ess 

Through The South African India11 /Vho's 

Conznzercial Directo1y. 
/Fho and 

CONSIDER: 

The Indian is the most important commercial section of the Non-Europeans. His selling 

activities effectively touch the vast Nern-European buying public o[ many millions in South 

c Africa, in addition to thousands o[ Europeans. 

He is the principal Non-European distributor in South Africa, the important link between 

the manufacturer, the wholesaler and the buyer. 

The Indian as a salesman has a reputation second to none in the country-LET HIJ\[ 
r 

SELL YOUR GOODS. 

The WHO'S WHO is not a book that will be put aside. Its contents arc of a nature 

that it will be constantly in use daily for the :rnr, days in the year, and it will not be replaced 

for at least two years. Your advertisement, therefore, will"be permanent in form and it will 

be consulted. 

TARIFF. 

Full page, front ~cction .£10 () () Full Dircdory page £8 

Half page £Ii () 0 Half page £ r: ,) 

Quarter page ,.· £4 () () Quarter page £:{ 

-· Less G />£:r ·cent for cash with order. Hales iucl11dc a vo11cl1crcvpy of the publicali(t/t. 

The Managing Editor, 
"S.A. Indian Who's Who and Commercial Directory," 

The Natal Witness, Ltd., 

Pietermaritzburg. 

() () 

() () 

() () 

Please insert for me 111 the I !l:~H !) issue of the S.A. Indian \Vh()~S Who and 
llS 

Commercial Directory ........ ... ... ... .. .. ...... .. .. .. 

for which _I_ agree to pay the sum of £ 
WC 

_r_ undertake to supply text on application and 
we 

\'.'C 

....... ...... ...... .. .... ... .. page advertisement 

on publication . 

agree not to cancel this order. 

.. 

Type .Measurement 

Full Page . . SJ x 7~ ins. 

Half Page . . 5.1 x 4 j 

Q.narter Page 5:) x I k ,. 

Sig11at11re of A dverliser/s . 

Address 

})ate . .... .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ...... . .... ........ .. .... .. .. . .. .. .. ... ....... ... .... . 

~~ rin: S ,\TAI. WIT S F.~S. I.TU., M.\lt11ZRtrno. 
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SOUTH AFRICA'S ONLY INDIAN REFERE:NCE BOOK 

COMPILED AND EDITED BY 

PHAt,IEE BRAMDAW 

Dear Sir/s 

and COMMERCIAL 

DIRECTORY 

FOR ME~CHANTS 0 SHIPPERS. IMPORTl£R9 0 AG£NT5 0 

MANUFACTURERS ANO ALL ENGAGED JN TRADE ANO 

COMMERC~ IN AND WITH THE UNION OF SOUTH 

AFRICA, 

INCORPORATING NORTHCRN AND SOUTHERN RHOoe:sm;' 

NYASALAND, AND PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA 

T!iE NATAL WITNESS, 

Pl ETERMARITZB U RG, 
NATAL. 

January, 1939. 

We beg to draw your attentjon to the a~vertising 

value of our next publication of The South African Ind--±-an 

Who's Who and Commercial Directory, 1938-40, which is to be 

issued shortly. As an advertising medium among the Indian 

community it is unrivalled. It circulates extensively 

throughout the Union and adjacent territories. 

The publication, we may poin\ out, is primarily 

intended for European commercial and manufacturing firms, 

as providing information regarding Indians engaged in 

commerce in the Union and Rhodesias. 

The first issue was warmly received by business 

houses throughout South Africa, in view of the fact that 

it was the first time that they were able to secure ·an 

Indian reference book. • 

The second.issue for 1938-40, which will be still 

more informative than the first, is being prepared and 

will go to press in a few months' time. Orders arB now 

being booked for advertising space. An advertisement in 

the forthcoming issue will stand for at least two years, 

and we know from experience that it will be constantly 

~eferred to by those Indians who are in a position to buy 

and sell. 

There are opportunities in this wide field, for 

our coverage includes the whole of the Union, Northern and 

Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Portuguese East Africa and 

overseas, for your advertisement to prove a first-class 

investment. 

Tariff rate is enclosed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Managing Editor. 



SWITZER'S ARTICLE ON THE LEADER. pp.107-8. 

198 The Leader 

1 September 1941-to date 
2 weekly 
3 English 
4 Founded and published by Dhanee Bramdaw in Pietermaritzburg. 

Bramdaw started journalism initially as a stringer for The 
Natal Witness, a white daily also published in Pietermaritz­
burg, in 1926. He later became a full-time staffer responsi­
ble for local news of interest to the Indian community, prob­
ably one of the earliest full-time black reporters on a white 
newspaper. When Bramdaw started his own newspaper, it was 
printed by the Witness and apparently vetted by white staffers 
even before his death in 1952. For several years thereafter, 
the Witness' news editor was official censor of The Leader. 
Bramdaw's wife, Saraswati, managed the newspaper, however, and 
was the controlling shareholder. The Leader, like The Graphic, 
never aspired to be anything more than a provincial news organ 
for the Indian community. Although Bramdaw supported the Na­
tal Indian Congress in the 1940s, he was opposed to the anti­
apartheid resistance movement ( rejecting, for example, the 
Congress Alliance in 1954), and the newspaper generally avoid­
ed political news throughout ita history. The Leader was 
something of a pioneer in the Indian press, however, as far 
as entertainment was concerned--introducing regular cartoon 
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features, gossip-cum-"society" columns ("social and personal" 
news) and film reviews. Bramdaw, a Tamil, aimed his newspaper 
at working-class Indians, most of whom were Tamil speakers. 
By 1954, for example, The Leader accounted for nearly 70% of 
the annual circulation of the three Indian newspapers pub­
lished in South Africa at that time. The newspaper is now 
edited and published in Durban by Bramdaw's son (1950 Press 
Commission appendix VII, McCormick 1976). 

5 CP November 1942+ (inc.); DP March 1946-December 1947, January 
1975+ (inc.); JU (Race-N) September 1941+; PmP January 1952+ 
(inc.). 

Switzer's entry is factually incorrect in many ways. His date for the origin of the 

newspaper is incorrect, as the first issue appeared in November 1940. His 

statement that the Leader was vetted by Witness staff is a debatable one. 

Furthermore it seems as though the newspaper did not avoid political news at 

all. Lastly, Dhanee Bramdaw was not a Tamil by faith nor did he fall into 

this linguistic group. 



OBITUARY. The "Leader" II July 1952. P. 
P. 

DIED II 

BRAM DAW, the founder and editor of ''The Leader, who 
died at sea last week. (See story below.) 

EArI'H OF 
~FOUNDER OF 

~ ·, .. 

rI'HE LEADER " 
... r1u; ,leaf-It OCC\lt'l'Cd at sea on board tlw "\Vnrwi.ck Custle" 

• ' between :lilomlmsa and Aden, on l!'ridny, ,July 4, of lllr. 

D. lJramdaw, the founder nnd editor of "'l'he Leader-" 

·Mr. Brnmdaw, who lwcl been in failing health for the Inst 

' few years, hncl sa.il,·d for Uw Unit.ct! J{ingclom on lll!'tlicnl 

. -. ad,·ice on June l!i . He was a.ccompanie,I by his wife. Before 

.' the war he compilPtl anrl c1litPrl the "South African Indian 
,,;.Who's Who and Commerc.ial JJil'edory," of which two issues 

f. were plnccrl hcforc the public. 
,i; Mr. llmmrlnw's rr.inain~ wr,re. crcrnal.etl. nt A,len on Mon­

; . day morning. He i~ suniverl by his wifo anrl s,x chilrlrcu­

•:,.iour sons and two daughters-four hrollLers and a sister. 

)11.ITR. llRAMDAW'S untimely 
" JU death removes from the South 
: African scene a man ,ivhose opinion 

•:· Was sought and who.,e n<lvice re• 
,. &peeled by the old sdwol of Indian 
•i: politicans. Youth, bubbling over 
i4 · with its cncrt?y anti enthusiasm 
, geoerally fount! 1tsrJr at loggerheads 

1
~): with him but in the measure· I hat 
'.• youth was intolerant he was tole­
.J.rant of it. 

~
1
'. · • He ~ Ti s always behind the scenes 

'" and did not seek limelight and 
., publicity for hi111 <:c lf arid yet it can 

1
' be said or him that in the two 

"'.1_;"'.decadc,; 1926-1946 there ,vas vc.ry 
~~ little abo~1t the commun_il_y's affairs 
~; that he th<l 1101 know. I here were 

-~- a very [cw dccisiom; in which his 
",' advice had not been asked for. 
~:x· 
.;._'l_;- He was not -a noliliciirn. He ,vri s 
, much lo P indcpcmlenl ln he a parl y 
!-' :·~ man. Allhou1~h he had his leanin gs 

'/.'. he did not tic himself to a par­
'f' ticular party and it was because of 

· ';f'. this that he has hccn at all times 
~\ accused of "not having a policy." 

1( He did ~ot deny that hut c~-
plained that tile Indian <'tHrnnunily, 

..-.:r placed as it was in the multi-racial 
·j.. :. fabric of South i\ frka, could not 
'.~ ., _afford a fixed policy. • 

Its best -method of otTcnce or de· 
•.fence was guerilla tactics-..:.a day-to¥ 

,j.• )(Jay hattle agi\inst heavy odds. Prin• 
.• ciple! were all very well; their · 
,, •_1b1.1nderous de_ nunciatio_ns . equally 
~;_' JIO(ld but a man. wanted . s.omething 

), 

~(~>· 

for his stomach and a roor over · 
his head first. Many agreed with 
him; many disagreed with him. 

WON PLAUDITS 

Mc was an outslandiog journalist 
and al a time when suCh a thing 
as journalism wai; ,inknown among 
South African ludaius he wc,n the 
plaudits of Reuters News Agency 
for carrying off many a "scoop" in 
!he- country in competition with 
European journali.i:. ls. At one period 
in his life a "<:t.lf1Qralulatinns'' tele­
gram from Rcu1Ci·s London omcc 
rPr some piece of excellent report· 
ing w:1~ more 1hl! ustml rather than 
the unwaial with hirn . 

Amo ng Iii.,;; colleague,;; in the 
newspaper world it was frcclv ad· 
milted tlrnt he was a superb re· 
porlcr of events and was cn<lm-.--ed 
with an uncanny nt',1;s•scnsc. Bui 
unfortuna lcly he was working in 
South Africa where his colour was 
against him and yet due to slicer 
~1hility he had nt various times 
worked for almost every Englisb 
daily news paper jn this counlry. In 1 

any other count1·y in the world he 
would have reached the highest 
points in the newspaper world. 

f-lc was bon1 in Pictcrmarilzburg. 
fifty one rears ngo. the eldest son 
of the late Mr. Dabce llrnrndaw. a 
civil servant, and received his early 
education . in PietermarilZburg and 
.purban. Later he went , to . the 

(Continued on Page 6) • 
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South African Nalire College at 
Fort Hare where he wns appointed 
e\lilor of "SA NC" the college maga· 
11ne over the heads of many senior 
students. He showed a nair for 
journalism and wa~ soon contribu• 
ting to the regional dailies. 

NEWSPAPER LIFE 
After a short SRell at teaching he 

joined the Natal Witness in 1926, 
llrst as contributor and then became 
it!; Indian editor, achieving lhc dis• 
linclion of bein£ the first Indian in 
South Africa to work on the edi­
torial staff of a daily newspaper in 
thi.s country. Ile worked in other 
editorial de1,artmcnts of the "Wit• 
ncss• and was for some time in 
d1arAe of the editorial library. I-le 
o;;oon became correspondent of otllcr 
newspapers and Reuter's. 

Jn 1931-.l2 he was attad,cd to 
the Sir Fazl-1-llussain DcleAatiun to 
this country which came from Jn. 
dia as Rculcr·s special corr~~pon­
dent. I le represented Reuter at 
various non~Europcnn Lnnrercn i.:c$: in 
Durh:in, Johannc~hurg, C:1pc ·1 own . . 
Blo,c111(onlein and o1hcr cil1cs or the! 
Umon. ! 

For a time he was in charge of 
Reuters general scr\'ice in Pieter• 
nrnritzburg and fater was corre!-lpon• 
dent of the South African Press 
Assoda tion. 

In 1934 he was acting chief-editor 
of the i\fricopa News Agencv in · 
Cape Town .but declined perma­
nency in order to carry out c,ther 
journalistic work. His services were 
utilised by the various Agent­
General's of the Government ,,f 
lndin for specia l j(1urnalistic work . 

Be was at various times South 
African correspr,ndent of The Hindu1 
~laclras. The Pioneer, Lucknow, ano 
the Madras Mail. 

In the Union he had been corrcs· 
pnndcnt of almost all the English 
newspapers, nmong them The Sun• 
day Times, The Rand Daily Times . 

. The Rand Daily Mail. and The 
Natal Mercury. 

He compiled and edited "S;,stri 
Spe:ik.s''-a volume of the 1::ilc Mr. 
Sa , tri~s speeches in South Afric., 
:rnd wrutc "Out of lhc Stat,lc". a 
;;liort hisrory of Indians in the 
1 Jni'1n of South Africa. 

On the inviti11io11 of the RJ,c,. 
ko;ian lndi:in~ he nrrca rc tl before 

:he Hkdisloe l~oya I Co111111i~siot1 
,\'llich enquired inlo the subject of 
closer union of the Rhodesias and 
Nyasaland in 1938. 

He cc,mpilcd the !irs t South Afri­
L'..1n Indian \\' ho·s \.Vho and Com· 
mcrcial Directory which ran into 
tv,'o editions before the w:1r, but 
the exigcndcs of war delayed fur• 
lh L'~- puhlic:llion. l..1.lc-r his ill• 
healih inlncfcrcll \\ilh lht~ produc• 
lion of lhc third edition on which 
lie hnd begun to wc1rk. 

"TIii, LEADER" 
In I 9•10 he la unchcd "The lea­

der", lhc first lmli.1.n ,Hdly to he 
puhli sl,cd wh'111y in English and 
produ cc(1 alo ng modern line" with 
lhc cmplm~i.r;; on news. I le com­
hi11cd his iottrn;1,/i~tic ahilily ,vilh 
sound business se nse :iml this en· 
abkcl him to steer clear of pitfalls : 
~1ml while other 11cwsp:1per vcn - ; 
hires lumblcd lik e ninepi n~ during · 
the yea rs 19,.10-1950 "The Leader'' 
'"',:; • ahlc tn reco rd a decade or 
pn,gress in No vcmhcr 1950. 

Mr. IJramcbw edited "The Lea­
der" from ils ft\undin!! in November 
1940 to Aur,ust 1946 and after a 
hrcnk of two and i1. half yearn re ­
sumed as editor ngain al lhc hc­
•1inning of 1949. liut the last few 
,cars were marred hv recurring ill ­
hcalth. On June 15,- last. he sailed 
in the "\V:uwick Castle'' for the 
J ?11itcd KinAdom along lhe cast 
cnar.t route. 

-N 



Mr. S. R. Naidoo's 
Tribute 

11The dc:1th nt !'.('ft. or J\lr. 
J)hnlH!O Urnn1d:llr, who was 011 hi ~ 
a trngic en.•11L, 11 sni,t .l\lr. S. lt. 
Nni,loo. 11ThP news of hi~ tlr.:1th 
hns cnst- a !':hnclnw cJ\' C" l' t.he lntlinn 
'"·ay to t.li!' lJ11it1•d .Kii1~do111, wn.s 
co111m11111ty tlirn11~~ho11t 8011th 
A fricn.. A~ a lllf)lll ti( ~r of 1-hn Brnnt­
daw family who· hntl scttlcJ in 
Piot.ermadtzl.rnrg n-nd whose home 
was in I1 ictei-mnritzb11rf!;, l\.lr . 
Dh111i~e Bramdnw was well known 
to nil. 

11 'l'lu:~ nrt of j,mrnali:-.m mny h" 
prnc:ticcd hy 111 :rny h11t to 0111,v ri 
few it. comes ns a gift. Pos~csscJ 
() f this gift l\lr. Uranula.w 11tilised 
it iu nrnny wnys in seC'nrint~ ex~ 
dush·e ' scoop' in t.110 newspa1u~r 
\Todd. What nppea.re<l t-0 tho 
puhlin ns fL 111:1.ttcr of minor im­
portaneo w~s by t.ho nrt, of collc4.!t­
iflg nrnl prC'~t·ntirw it ~h'(' ll the 
nppcnrn.ncc o[ rnaJor iii1porta11,·r. 
and foe11ssc<l the atte11tion or tlH' 
puhlic to its i111plic-ntio11s nnd i111- • 
portrmec . . 

"F-inn~ i\lr. I.Jra11ulriw heea11io a 
jo11rt1nlist Jw ":"~ 11rvcr out of 

l,uhli<i lifo n11d nlwin~ intc>re~t<'d 
1i111 s,.1r i11 wlrnt. wn~ p;·o\n~ 0 11 . .Iii~ 

r1 1al pnhlie lil'o eo111111cr11~NI nt, tl1t• 
tim e of tlin fir.-; t luclinn d1•lf!r_r;ntio11 
hrulc•d 1,;v Rir J'\lahornrd J.l:1liih111lah 
wlii <: h visile tl 8011th 1\fri t·Ll in 1,l1e 
lntt"r por t or 1926. The Into J\lr. 
8:istri ,n, ~ 0 11 0 o( tho Jpn.ding 
rigtll'<·~ of lhnt. tlr1intntio11 nnd 
i\11·. Brnrndaw n!'. m11d1 :itbu'h1·d t.o 
hi111. 

",Jo11n1ali~111 n.c:; o rule 1.lr111;111ds 
an a ll-rn1111 tl ln1nwl<'dgc or nuied 
~nl,jr<-ts. lh:11111 1:iw n~ rcr la rl<~d 
i11 1H'tp1iri11g l,:11,1tvll•d r~r of Ids snh­
j,,i:t~ :,l1n11t whi, ·h Jw wrolH, I IC' 
n-a<; n writc-r n11r.l 1t vnr:u:io11-; 
rPad cr bnt, nlwa}s f(,Jt sh.v of 
spC':ildn:.?: in pulilic- . To f11Hil hi !'; 
arnliition in j1111r11nlis111 hn c·n111-
1111•nr·Pd t.l11• hi:! ln .•:lt of l:11111,·hint.?: 
011t

1 1
~l(I .1•:1q!J i?-= li \~·r1•ldy p : q11~r. . 
I /1n L(':11lc•r n!-1 fl.II J•,111.!11 sh 

wreldy li:1 s co111c to slny n11d it 
l i. ·nt<-1:s for :111. t:1s tc-s of tlte r<'adi11 f~ 
I p:tl;ilw. I t P11,1oy!-> th e lnrg, •<.: t dr<:ll­
, lnL11n1 nu1011~ nll I11din11 11cws-
pap<?r!. in Routh ,\rric:i. 1'.l'lio J,r:t­
d,,r' hn.~ f'nnnd n per111:1111 •11t, 11irliP 
in l11<' .!11d in11 life of' 8011th Afric:1. 
Not 0111.r is it rP;1,I hy n n1 -; t 1111111-
her nf .Indian, frnf; .it i~ nl.-;o rl':td 
by ,\l'ri<'n1ts, l'olo11n•ds :111d 111a11y 
l~-11ro111•:111~. 

'
1 .i\lr. Hr:11rnl:1w pre fc,nrd ~cdn-

1 s i1111 to pul,lic": p;:nt.t' . .I.Ii ! di:•dilu.•d· 
pomp :11111 1,rng1 •:111t,r_y . .I l e likr11l n 
,1t,t.:u; l11•d po~iti ou aud ucr e.r wn11ld 
allow lii11 1i-:c> lr to t,ake :111\' m·th I' 
p:nt in th<' nffairs of nn:y }11JJil,ic:d, 
sm:ial 01· rl'ligi,1lrn orga11is:1t,io11 s. 
t.•xr.1 •pli11r~ t.11 :-- it, anti wnl,dt 111ul 
r('flOl't. 

"I (p told Ill<• t-hat jni11i11~ ri hod" 
1k:--tl'nyt'<I OIH~ · s imlPJ)l' tl( lt•fl('O ,;r 
lh1111gl1t, :ind ad,i1m. The 011l_y hnd_v 
in "l1i<·h IH~ w:1.'-l net.in-1.v assod:11.,,,1 
W:J'-1 f,h<· I 111 li:111 P:1rli1111w11l:1r-r J),,_ 
l1a ~i 11g i-:.ocil'I,~·.• J\I :i rihhur~, of' 
winch h~ wa~ :l 'Spcnk<'r.' Art1•r it 
hail her.11 tlormnnt for s,>11111 yl•n1·s 
h,, :uJ1l I. :ig!'c.•r.d, on i11.c.;i ~ft~11 I'. :ip­
P"ah:~ t.n lc•11d our h:md f.o 1·,~~IIS( '. i ­
t,at,o it, 01111 l,e w:n1 def:trd a!-1 11 
'~pun kpr' n11d J c'Prime 1\linh:it.er'. 

'J\1 r. Jlramdaw wai:i of n gNl<'r0l1!-; 
di:..po!';itinn nll(l wr11 t out of his ,rnv 
to mnlrn fri<•11d~. lli.·i 111iml w:i\ 
n~ur h f!St' l'<·i"<'d in s,•(•iug pcnplo in 
1.1,st.r<'f-~ nud li e wC'nt, to t.hcir n.•scw• 
willi11gly . li e holpc<l peoplo 1d1u 
d<'~et· red help. 

11 f-'1:1ring: l)C1'll l,Jt'l' fiO IIHJl \· asso1•i­
:it.t•d witli J\lr. Br:111111:rn· 'ror Cfff'I' 
:-i •.111:irt('r of 1\ <:'-1 nt11ry 1 out• pC'r­
sonully fc.•rJs thn trngic lo.<;~ in 
poig1innt rin·11111stn.11rt's. The Joi..:!-l 
to Ollr l ' f.•!llllllll l ily ii:i J~l'f':lt, for 111• 
JJ]:it:<'d .lii1.1 1.i:::1,1r· :ilw:1;,-s· h1 l,lio S(T- : 
rices nf lw: ('onun111ut.,·. 

1 ••1:1i(' lit;>~:t trih11tc• '(111P. en11 pn.r 
ln 111~ c·heri.,:!11'd Jll f'IIIO l"V i1' in i,:p" 
U1.1t hj ~ p:1pn, 'Tho Leadf'r,' i?-= ; 
111:rinf.:ii1wd l:o pl:i y it.~ p:1rt, i11 1 
r'-p1111~i11µ: :111d (·h:1.111pin11i11g (.It"· 
(•flll C., (• of l.lu• puhli,:. Nn lif•llt-r r 
1111111111tH 1 11f. 1·r1nld Mr. 1Jr:irwl:n1 
ha.," .. wi .,d1t•d l.11 l~rn_r1• had ti•~~" j 
1111!-!, , :1d,l1 •d 1'1r. Nnulrn,. 

, , _ _J 

Dr. E. H. Brookes 
Sr.nntor J!} . JI. Brokcs writ e~ : 

11 .\llnw mo to express tl1ro11gh 
sour 1:n_l11'n111~ my siu cC'•·c ss111 -
pat h,y 1r101 you, the sloll' nnd tl,c 
reader~ of "The LC'ndl"!ri' ' o.n<l 
the co111111miity gc11ernlly, in the 
death of ?llr. IJ . Urnmdnw. 

"]\fr. Urnrndaw wns a n· out­
standing jonrn~Jist, nn<l n. true 
i111l11C'nee for r,ornl i11 tho Provinco. 
11 i~ sanity , hi~ $pirit of go1Hl-will , 
hi~ etmst•l'llt'ti ve outlook nn<l his 
fril'l1t lly 11at11re WPro rl'n.l nssets to 
onr trouhled couutry. \Ve sue 
truly thn11kf11l for those ,sifts, and 
our he>urts p;o ont to :,I) those 
111rwe i11t,imntely beren,eu l,y his 
dl'nth." 

* * * 

* * * 
Mr. P. R. Pather 

Th r death or Mr. nl,nn ec Jlrn111-
1iaw 1T111ovrs an 011ts tn11tli11g_ pt'r­
,, nnrilitv. A~ n. int1n1nlbt hO h:vl 
1111 11 rc' r ;intnug lhP. l1111ia11 peol'lr 
i11 t-hi,:; conntr;r, .Mr. Pnthcr told 
"Tllo Lc:ul1•r." 

"l\ram. a~ J :1 lways l'n. ll<•tl h\rn, 
\\':J'-! n. trn.i:11t for work. I\.,.rhap~ 
it. w:1s hi -:: rxf'<'~sil'C' 7,Nil l,o h1111l 
)11r fn·"h ll f'W<; ni. n\\ h'lt1r~ or t\11.! 
d:1y rnul 1iight, lhat hn.st<'nc<l his 
,(r,;dh. En~r.v mnn~mrnt. in 8011-th 
.H ri, 1 :1 whd.hcr po1itirnl, "ol.'inl or 
i·1,Jigion .~ dc•pc11ilr.tl 11pn11 1\Jr. 
ltr:1111dnn· for p11hli1•i~~-- Long: hr-
1 111 .fl Ju• ~:n(' 1Tlw l,('ndc' r ' tn • thc­
lndia1t ·,)l'opJ<,, lw ~r 1•,·(•d cThP 
.\:\ta l j\h•1T11r~-• :uul 1Thr N:ita1 
\\"it11 r:-s~• in 11i~pf'11 ~i11g Jrnli:rn 
111'\\'fL 

''J\lr. ll,·:u11'1:n·; 1nm g•m" 011 hut. 
·TIH• l,{•:111'-r' will 1Pmni11 :1 mo1111-
1, w11t tu l1i 111. •• ~~ Ir . l':i I 1t,, r 1·011- ! 
, l11d, •1I. 

(3I)Mii 
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1Leaber 
FRIDAY, JULY 11, 1952 

MR. D. BRAMDAW 
A NONYMJTY is lhe hall -mark of 

the journalist bred in the. old 

tradition. It was the work that was 
eva luatcd or judged not the indi• 
vidttal; he wa:q or the lca~I con~e­

qucnce. Wlml he wrole rm<l how 

he wrote it maHercd. Perhaps lhe 
first to object to editorial reference 
to him-were he alive today-would 
have been lhe late Mr. Dhanee 
llrarndaw the man who founded 
"The Leader" and struggled to 
establish it. Now the time has 

come for recognition of what he 
did. He was no spectacular poli­
tician nor a business tycoon seeking 

to control policy or direct it. He 
had no desire to lead the com­
munity but he ha~ dooe something 
!or the community. 

It is not a generous charitable 

donation he made lo the community 
nor is it a sepctacular endownmcnt 

he made but he was the lirst Indian 
in the country to found a weekly 
newspaper along modern lines cater­

ing for all aspects of lhe com­
rnunlly's reading taste. To claim 
that he succeeded in satisfying the 

whole community would be fatuous . 
No man can do that-neither the 
constitntionalist with lhc hrnkcs on 

nor lhc rec.I-hot revoJulion-mongcr 

with no brakes at all. 
Jn 1940 qftcr a varied career in 

journalism in this country, in the 
nlLirse of which he achieved per• 
sonal distinction and compilc<l a 
valuahlc rcfercnecc book, he felt 
that the Indian community needed 
a NEWS1>aper which would hring 
into the average Indian household 
a causerie of news and events of 
the week-from reports of a foot• 
ball match lo a counlry wedding or 
a political meeting-for all the 
members of the family. He sensed 
the need for such a NEWSpaper. 
II was with the object of providing 
this that lie declined olhcr journalis­
tic work and loundccl this journal 
which recorded a deca de of pro­
gress in November, 1950. The fact 
thnt ."The Leader" has survi ved is 
fair index that it was required. . 

This journal, · then, is the contri­
bution of lhat man tcf his corn· 
munity. It is not spectacular self­
sacrifice nor is it one of unadul­
terated altruism but ii is a pro· 
jcct \Yhich aims at catering for one 
aspect of the .community"s lifc--rc­
cording and mirroring its activities. 
Jf is a monument to the memory of 
an outstanding Indian journ:1Hst 
who was endowed with rare fore· 
sight and ahility. 

He has now pas.c;c-d on and while 
hi.c, nc:lr and dear cnes grieve they 
'should he . pr<md of his C<1ntribution .. 
to the communily. Belter placed 
111cn ha ve clone .1c ... ,; or nrJlhing. 

iftS:§!!W.JfXlf!!PJ.1i:b'lrS!-fflHiWY.~P.!-£?.li!!lt!£WS 

(3I)Miii 
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EDITORIAL ON NEWSPAPER POLICY. The 11 Leader 11 November 30 1940 p. 2 col. 2 

THE-

LEADER 
'l'hr Nt'WHJHLfWI' of the Q111nt1•1' 

Milliott ]11din11K of 8outhAfri1·u. 

f.<liturin.1 & Ad"~•l'tiM:ment. Oflit·t•it : 
/ 1,,,,,1,,.,,/.., ( 'hnml;r.r~. 

fi"::' ll"nl ,\'lrnl, /)11t·IJ111' . 

Jl,11•/1:l111rr1: ,·f11 'l 'J,,. .f,,1,,1 W,111n". 

PuhliRherl!: 
Thr (',.,11rrnl Xt>.w11 Aynu·11, 
:Yf/!I Smil'II Slrf'P(, /forbn11, 

SATUIIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1940 

Ourselvr.s 

I 'J' ,·. I I n f ' ll /ol OUIUI',\ W H~II II Jll'W,-• 

• pnper 11111ke1-1 ii ~ firf:Jt 11pp.-ar-
1111<·P tn i,uli,·nlP it :-1 pol i,·~· un,1 
whot it p,4f:t111li,1 !"or. 1-'ollow­
in~ lnulition w,, 111:1kt• our 
rlef'lurntinn. 

The Lenrler will prirnur·il:i· ht> a 
llt!"MlmJwJ· of lht> 11u11rft-1· rnilliou 
Iruliun ... of Houth :\fric ·;1 }h 

new~ it ·hopt'.lf 1o i11terprt>L ail 
thww ft11·Pt.-. of 1·ommunil.,· life 
111111 ,1eYt>loprnE>III thut :-'hnulcl 
111·on• of intrrr/oll 111 11II 11:-1 
J't':ult>r~. 

'1'111> Lt-utlt>r is 1111 i111l•!pt>111IP11I 

n1·~1111, nwinjl 1111 ;1IIP1,Ci:111t ·t' 111 

1111y µ-1·011p 01· l,(Hl.y. liu1 it s 
t ·ul1111111i. ,,ill lu• oJlt'II 10 1'11 
liculif'1' wl1wl1 pl:11·f1 lhf' wt•lfar~ 
of' flu• lnclia11 1·u1111111111ily. i11 it:-; 
Plllirrl.\', ft!n•111rn,I, Thi .... i11 fad. 
"ill 111' Tl1r• Lt•url,,r· ... 1·l'itf>rio11 

111 .it1d,ll1111•1J1 111' :di pnldi1 · 1dfail'1' 
uff1•l'li11µ: l111lia11~ 

\\'hilf• it is irupo.-.sihlt• Ir,· 1,1.'l'I 

:, 1·omp]l'IP 111n11,irnif _y of ,·ir•w.s 

011 all puhli,· rp11• .s1i1111.-.. TJu• 
l.t>111l1•r Illa _\ ha,•1• ii~ 11\\' /1 YiPw­

poi1d. h11l ii will llt'\. l'I' ,lt, 11 , • 

1111' ._ .,.., ol' i1 .. 1·1111111111" 111 1•xp1· .. ;. 

-- i1111 ~ ,,f 1li,·1•rJtt•t1I vi .. w-.. ltout•st l,· 
1•xpn•,-1">1•,I 111111 witl1i11 111.., I:.": 
aud ,lirt'l'ft•d luw:11·,I ... ilu• wt>II~ 
li1•i11~ 111' 1/u• 1·0 1111111111ih . Ju 

olliP1· w111 ·d .. ii 11 111 .. 1 11111 ·, • ., ~:,i tl 
111 Tlw l,1•ad1•r :ii ;i 11 ~- litric• lh:il 

ii dot'!>i 110! oli".-n;, Iii (• )i.,,.,, 
l1·iuli1i111J.-. of _jn111·11alis111. 

·_ro PUii Olt ii Jlt'l' :•:1111111 tiolt· . The 
1•1l1~11r l1as ,"ll'r'\'l'll d,1il ,, j1JUJ'-

11:d1101!H nl 1!1i .-. i ·1111111r_, 1111d of 

al1ro:11l !'or:, l11 1ig· 1i t!H•. Prr ,;~•ut 

\

• (;,OI.·. uli1io11i plai ·t' a .-.rn•rl' IT!:•dric·-
11011 o11 .-.11twr fur u11y :ulequatp 
~~tr111 · lflt", ,f l1u!i: :11 ll~ W:-. i:1 iii; ' 

dud.,· l'l'f•s,. 1rnh1L ;t11d thf-t•pf,.ru 

! 1~ 11' wi1l1 :.1 g-1·1•u1 ,le.ti ot lu,;i·;;,·_ 

""" ."'"' ~idQ.t"'CiM\ .,11,; in 
\"to.,h,.~ ii1111•.• iu• , ... ,·e,nm·i,q,! 
,n1 ,'111 t•llll•q11'i~t• uf whi1·l1 tht' 
~wl1u11 i·o1111111111il ,r has cl \'t'n 

Jll't'ut ,w,,,I. flh·t·11 ~-upporl ll1t!1.'e 

l'lhuuld hf' /lo doul,t 1 hat Th,· 
I ;Pntler liiU1->i. ltPc·n111 ,. u forr·P ., 

1 h~1~1pjcm ol .I,,,· . .}II ,~~$ ~~ 
~n1~·tleµ-e:-i. and /ip .. 1.,... i'4~ 
II!_ 1ti-; Nervi,·P 1111ci 1fJ(il-b~, 



_.,.,.•---•;>' ........ ""............,,., _________ _ 

-. •-- ••·.-,...,-·, ·-•~ffr"'~-.:.l!a I •1 

-===r~-=-. 
..... ...__ ... \~ .. --~ _ . .,..,,, ..... _~~--"'-,....-­

-------.: .. --~....;-, 

I, ... .,.~ ---------~ ... ~-:.:.: ·::,;.~-:;::_; __ - __ -:::::::t=A 
~ -~· ·..,_,__ •. ----------·~­

~r""."'•·1'!""1i,,.,.,...._...~-----~'t-~ 
-· "~.."!-.. ~'l,li{ ... ..__~--r~ 

~ :~=~==--·--=-·::;:~ -
•·~ ···--"=======t::--

---------·-,...,I.,,~. 

--------~::::.1-_:: ---------· ,,;,...· 

-~----··e ......... ,_· ·.• ..,.,..._ 
- .1'""--~-.. 

..,.__ • • • vtir!'f':;.-. 
_ ... • .. •• ... ... :t'.,.,~ 

-·-~----.-.-.... ,.. 
~.:..:;~ .... - • ·~··...;..._ ---,r--

-, .. -------.~·-"··· 
.. -.-.--............... •➔··--- .,..-

. -,--~~.:..::.--' -=:.:::.'&!! 

. ...~:::::.:,:'.:"'~:-==:::t:::-·,ca 

'",·?~,~~~::~:·~~~-~;@ 
-~----..1::--·~-,--
~ ....... ,... . .,.._~ •r...,...,,..,_._.,_,., • ~ 



e 
e 
0 

e 
0 

, 



5r.·,.., "'ri°-,r • _...,,., "'r":"'\"f~i • • 

UNiven _;lT (): ' : ··· ."l.'·'Jf',TVlll~ 

Accession No. 

, BRN 

Class No. 

-~~ ....................... . 
ILi .............................. 

.. f;,/ .. ~ .................... . 



Newsman leading the way 
H E ACCEPTED the 

struggle from his fa­
ther and his son will 
take over from him. 

The February winner of The Natal Mercury/British Air­ways Business Excellence award, Mr Sunil Bramdaw, has maintained the weekly In­c:Uan community-based news­paper, the Leader, as a viable business proposition through his own efforts and those of hisfarnlly. 
During harsh times, the • family has continued running .on a commercial basis, but • through continuity and com­.mitment the Leader has made ;the streets every Thursday :sinM its inception. 
Mr Bramdaw, eldest son of 'pioneer journalist Dhanee •Bramdaw, compiler of The South .Mtican Who's Who and •founder-editor oJ The Leader, was born in Port Elizabeth in , 1938. ~ .·, 
He received his early educa­tion in Ptetermaritzburg be­. fore going to Woodlands High School. 
Disagreement with the di­rector ·of education over the direction and content of Indi­an education encouraged Mr Bramdaw snr to send his chil­dren abroad--to further their studies. But he died before Witnessing the fulfilment of that dream and it was Mr Bramdaw's mother who final­ly sent the children to British schools. 

Mr Bramdaw finished school at Whittlebury. During those years be already por­trayed • the leadership quali­ties he was later to need as editor, as his appointment as house and school captains indicated. 
In 1959, he returned to South Africa to join The Leader. Even though destined for the top five years later, he still underwent training in the different departments to learn all aspects of newspaper work. 

By Nicola Jenvey 
"I have seen vast changes since 1964, from letterpress printing to litho and offset, as well as witnessing us become the only black-owned newspa­per production house equipped with a web press." 
Professionally, he has emphasised the Leader's role as an instrument of the com­munity by serving its needs at every level. 
"While I have maintained columns open to all shades of 9pinion, I've directed the Leader firmly on progressive policies, believing a demo­cratic society in the best in­terests of the Indian community." 
His interests, however, are not solely dedicated to the newspaper and Mr Bram­daw's main activities centre on seeking redress for the vic­tims of the .Group Areas Act. 
As chairman of the Block AK action committee, he has achieved "some initial suc­cess" in getting the state to return properties taken away under apartheid". 
His leisure time ls spent with the occasional game of golf and reading. 
He is married to Rookeya and the couple have two sons, Nikhil and Nirode. 
It is his second son, present• ly the administrative :man­ager of the Leader, who will continue the Bramdaw news­paper tradition and whose own son could take that tradi­tion to a fourth generation. 
Mr Bramdaw is numbered among South Africa's senior journalists and has worked with and guided a host of others. 
The Leader has fulfilled a unique role in p10viding a grounding for a large number of Indian reporters at a time other doors were closed. 

Sunil Bramdaw 

MERCURY BRITISH AIRWAYS 
;, 

Award for Business Excellence 

) 39 tf, 
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Le a d e r e d it o r S u n ii Bramdaw 

The Leader 
• 
IS 50 today 
THE "INDV\N" newspaper, 

the Leader, is 50 years old 
today. 

It was born in Durban dur­
ing World War II when jour­
nalist Dhanee Bramdaw de­
cided to create a newspaper 
dedicated to. the Indian 
community. 

It quickly became a respect­
ed source of news and an 
opinion-shaper within its 
community. 

Today the paper is still con­
trolled by the Bramdaw fam­
ily and is one of the few 
family-owned newspaper in 
the country. 

Three generations of 
Bramdaws have now been in­
volved in it. Current editor 
Sunil Bramdaw, son of 
Dhanee, together with his 
son. Nirode, run the day-to­
day actitivies. 

. "My father was a journalist 
and being with the newspaper 
of the day, he was frequently 
incensed when news that he 
thought would be of vital in­
terest to the Indian communi­
ty was often treated with dis­
dain," he says. 

"He began to see a need for 
a newspaper that articulated 
the sentiments of the Indian 
community." 

He said the launch of the 
Leader coincided with a high­
ly politicised period in South 
African history - the op­
pressed, especially the Indian 
community were becoming 
highly aware of their lot and 
they were awakening to many 
new influences. 

"The two main newspapers 
of the time for the Indian 
communit were the Indian 

Opinion and th ,~ Indian· 
Views, but they were both in 
large part produced in the 
vernacular. 

"The time was ripe for the 
start of a newspaper that had 
English which was playing an 
increasing role as the lan­
guage of the Indian communi­
ty. Dhanee Bramdaw laun­
ched his newspaper in 
November, 1940, at a period 
when the war made it difficult 
to start any business , let 
alone one as demanding as a 
newspaper. 

"The paper should have 
gone to the wall in months ... 
but somehow he kept it going 
and really built it up under 
conditions of economic and 
political adversity." 

From its humble beginings, 
the Leader was to g-row and 
grow, and while it was never 
in a position to compete with 
the established media, in 
terms of circulation and prmt 
technology, it began, and con­
tinues to wield influence out. 
of all proportion to its size. 
f!n many ways, its history 

parallels the development of 
the Indian community under 
apartheid. It experienced the 
same suffering and the same 
pain as its people) Sunil said. 

Economically, as an inde­
pendent newspaper, wholly 

~owned by an Indian family, it 
'-faced the same hurdles as oth­

er black businesses under 
apartheid. "We could never 
take for granted thmgs our 
white counterparts (•ouJ.d .. . 
we had to battle fm capital, 
for finance . . . for :: million 
and and one things." ) 

l!e.,en B iSllettfl. 
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Plaui·t~\ ,i\t\ 1 
for L aaer 

\'"t)~> 
SIR _ 1 wish to con-
gratulate the B~amdaw 
family for having 1>~0-
duced the Leader which 
is now 50 years old. 

Mrs S. Bramdaw has 
to be commended for 
the manner she has c~~­
ried out her res~ns1b1-
1i ties in producing the 
Leader weekly' after 
the demise of her hus-
band. 

Mr sunil Bramda"!9' 
(and his son Nirode) 1S 
doing a wonderf~l piece 
of work in caf!'Ymg out 
the wishes of hlS late fa­
ther, and hi~ mother 
who is now retired. , 

MACK DEVDUTHl 
Reservoir Hills 

S.A. PRESS 
>rating Press Clipping Bureau formerly at Essenwo 
th FLOOR,52 MITRIE HSE, 110STANGE~ ST, 

PHONE 370403 Telegraphic Address: NE~ 

I 
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S 
ARASWATIE Bramdaw be­
came a widow at 36. 

At that time she had six 
children aged from between 

14 and six years old whom she had 
to keep together and educate. 

As if this was not enough she also 
had to contend with threats from a hos­
tile National Party Government which 
wanted to throw her and her children 
out of their home. 

On top of it all, while still grief­
stricken, she found she had suddenly 
become the new owner of a weekly 
newspaper, The Leader. 
. The mere thought of running a news­
paper, bringing up a family and secur­
ing a home was mind-blowing. 

It was at a time when her future held 
no promises, never mind hope. 

She assumed full control of The 
Leader which her husband, Mr Dhanee 
Bramdaw, launched on November 30, 
1940. 

She brought up her children and 
challenged the Government, using The 
Leader as her battleship. 

"I saw my role as being responsible 
for the work which my husband had 
started and to add to his vision of pro­
ducing a newspaper which would serve 
the community in every possible way," 
said Mrs Bramdaw. 

Tonight, 800 people are due to gather 
at the City Hall in Durban to celebrate 
the 50th birthday of The Leader. 

Mrs Bramdaw (76) will be there. She 
only retired from the paper in 1989 and 
has allowed her oldest son, Sunil, to 
take over complete control, satisfied 
that she had made her contribution. 

There are unlikely to be any illustri­
ous awards conferred on her, but then 
Mrs Bramdaw is quite content in know­
ing that her war cry, "The Leader 
first" did not fall on deaf ears. 

For the first 12 years of The Leader's 
life, Dhanee Bhramdaw and his youn­
ger brother, Bhim Bramdaw, along 
with Ranji Nowbath, Bobby Harryper­
sadh, and a few others, made it the only 
weekly newspaper for the Indian com­
munity. 
£:From its inception, the paper made a 
bold stand politically, demanding a 
non-racial South African constitution 
based on democracy l 
l o uring that time, The Leader only 
missed one publication date. That was 
in 1949 during the race riots when it 
was unsafe for any Indian to step on a 
street in any town in Natal,) 

When his untimely death occurred 
while on a ship's voyage from South 
Africa to England, his wife was far 
f{om prepared to take over the mantle. 

Their children were young - the ol 
dest was their daughter, Hiron, who 
was just 14. The others were Sunil (13), 
Paulin (11), Mobil (10), Reena (8) and 
Sushil (6). > • 
l aut she threw herself into running 

The Leader, from selling advertise­
ments to reading the copy.) 

While The Leader did not make big 
money, the family earned a living from 
t9e newspaper. 
f For the first seven years while the 
children studied, Mrs Bramdaw ran the 
newspaper with an assortment of peo­
ple, ranging from journalists to ~ ts, 

The Leader newspaper celebrates 
its 50th birthday tonight with a 
function at the Durban City Hall. 

FAROOK KHAN of The Daily 
News takes a look at its history 
and the people behind it. 

MRS SARASWATIE BRAMDAW and her son, Mr Sunil Bramdaw, at the presses of The Leader. Inset: Mr Dhanee Bramdaw. 

whom she marshalled into an effective 
news team.') 

The paper offered its readers every­
thing - hard news, sport, features, 

horoscopes, a lonesome corner, a junior 
section and topical columns. 

The Leader proudly displayed its 
motto on the front page: "Voice of the 
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People" and it appeared on the streets 
like clockwork. 

All production work was done at the 
offices of the Natal Witness, regarded 
as the oldest newspaper in the country. 
But a lot of the editorial work was done 
in an office in Pine Street, Durban. 

In 1959, she called Sunil back from 
England, where he was preparing to 
enter Bristol University, to help her 
with the newspaper. 

Mother and son teamed up and Pie­
termaritzburg became the home of The 
Leader as the newspaper became the 
major platform of the Indian communi­
ty . 

But in 1965, the Government en­
forced the Group Areas Act, paid the 
Bramdaws a pittance and booted them 
out of their house. 

Now with the Group Areas Act 
scrapped, Mrs Bramdaw has demanded 
reparation from the Government and, 
if they don't pay up, she wants her 
property back. • 

She has no intentions of giving up 
this fight. 

The family had no choice but to 
move to Durban where they lived in a 
house in Ritson Road, near the Botanic 
Gardens. They closed the Pine Street 
offices and took premises in Queen 
Street where they started their own 
press. 

But the Government hounded the 
family and they were given two weeks 
to quit their Ritson Road home. They 
then moved into a half completed flat 
in Sparks Road, Overport. 

It was· from the Pine and Queen 
Street offices that many journalists 
started their careers or served The 
Leader and made great strides in the 
profession. 

Among these are Mr Dennis Pather 
who is the deputy managing editor of 
The Daily News, Mr Brijlall Ramguth­
ee, Editor of Post, Mr Shami Hari­
chunder, Editor of the Sunday Tribune 
Herald, Mr Rajendra Chetty, Editor of 
the Tugela Mail, Mr Ranjith Kally who 
became an associate of the Royal Pho­
tographic Society, the late Bobby Har­
rypersadh who was the former Natal 
Editor of Post and Drum, the late P.M. 
Chetty, formerly of The Daily News, 
and the late Bobby Naidoo who went on 
to become the paper's correspondent in 
London. 

Among the Editors who served The 
Leader were, the late Mr Dhanec 
Bramdaw, Mr Ranji Nowbath, Mr 
Bobby Harrypersadh and Mr Sunil 
Bramdaw. 

There were other notable people who 
helped Mrs Bramdaw, like Mr Des­
mond Craib, a member of the family 
who owns The Natal Witness, the late 
Mr Merlin Morgan, Dr N.P. Desai, Mr 
Ismail Meer and Mr A.I. Bhoola. 

Another person who played a major 
role in the development of The Leader 
was Mr Hardi Maude who served as 
sub-editor for many years. He has since 
retired from journalism. 
l Mrs Bramdaw retired in 1989, bring­
ing to an end a career spanning 37 
years. l 
f According to Mr Sunil Bramdaw, his 

mother proved to be an extraordinary 
woman who championed the ideals of 
The Leader.) 

, 
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Mutton biryani 

Chicken curry 

Vegetable biryani 

Dhall 

Peas chutney 

Rice 

Roast chicken 

Fish cutlets 

Pickled fish 

French 

Beetroot 

Carrot 

Sour milk 

Pickles 

~!\ ~i~eit a 
Trifle 

Fruit jelly 

Caramel pudding 



Arrival of motorcade 

COCKTAILS 

19h 15: Proceed to seats 

Universal Prayer 

Welcome by 

Master of Ceremonies: Mr Ismail Meer 

Address by former editor: Mr Ranji Nowbath 

DINNER - HOT /COLD BUFFET 

Key-note address: Mr Ahmed Kathrada -

N.E.C. member, ANC 

DESSERT 

Address by editor/director: Mr Sunil Bramdaw 

Presentation of Awards 

American Auction 

Vote of thanks: 

Music: 

Evening at Leisure 

Mr Nirode Bramdaw 

Dukes Combo 

C] C] C] 



The management and staff of The Leader wish to record their sincere 
thanks and appreciation to all those who have helped in making our 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations a success. 

Our special thanks go to the following 
organisations and persons: 

Stellenbosch Farmers Winery 

Gilbey's Distillers Corp. 

United Tobacco Company 

Amalgamated Beverages Industries 

W. Daly & Sons 

Palladium Restaurant 

Leisure Ownership 

Durban City Police 

Anchorllte College 

Our colleagues in the media and contributors to the Jubilee Publication 

Gayathree Singh and Hiron Ramasar - Floral arrangements 

Satish Dhupelia Video Filming 

Front of house usherettes 

Motorcade participants 





R.S.V.P: 
Phone: ~06?R?2 

'Ifie 13ramdaw ![ami{y 
extends a cordial invitation to 

to the 

(j oftien ,Jubi{ee 'Banquet 
of 

~ !'1 ~ t%c ,~eauttt"' 

ffJur6an City :J{a[{ on 14th 'J{pvem6er 1991 

6.30 pm for 7.15 pm P.O, Box 2471 
Durban 
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FOREWORD 

IT IS with very great pleasure that I write this little foreword 

• to Mr. Bramdaw's admirable survey of the Indian position 

in South Africa since Union. The survey in itself is an 

,excellent summary of an intensely interesting period, and is 

written with a judicial fairness that could not well be bettered. 

As one who has followed South African affairs since Union was 

brought about, and who met the Hon. G. K. Gokhale in the 

Transvaal before becoming acquainted with the successive 

Agents-General in Natal(! arh satisfied that, in the main, Union 

has falsified most of the more pessimistic apprehensions with 

which it was greeted by Indians at its birth7 Things have not 
_.) 

gone as well for the Indian population as some sanguine well- 1 

wishers hoped at that time. They have gone much better than 

the pessimists feared> Personally I am satisfied that the European 
~ 

population has, over a quarter of a century, revealed a growing 

liberalism that was not much in evidence in 19ro, and I see no 

reason to believe that that process will not continue in the 

future. But much depends on the Indians themselves. When 

they reveal a greater unity in their own ranks they will win yet 

more from the successive governments of the Union. So long 

as there is division in their numbers, even their best well-wishers 

will find their hearts failing in the toil of promoting their cause. 

,.., 
~ 

\ 



Representatives of the Government of India and the Union of South Africa, with Officials, at the First Round Table 

Conference at Cape Town, December, 1926. 
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OUT OF THE "STABLE" 

THE CONSUMMATION of the Union of South Africa 
was not unaccompanied by a feeling of suspicion among 
the non-Europeans, who included the Indian, that all 

was not well. The fear was that the traditional Boer attitude 
towards the coloured races would permeate to the South and that 1 

{ ~ hitherto liberal British J:~olicy of the Cape, and to some • 
ext~ntorN~tal;-would be super-se-dedby the Northern idea. 

The suspicion was not without grounds. The Cape was 
compelled to accept the "colour bar" in the draft constitution, 
for membership to Parliament became confined to persons of 
European descent. \This was one against Cape liberalism, which ) 
had to accept the principle established in the Transvaal and the ~ 
Orange. Free State that. there should be no equality between 
White and Black in Church or in State:' In the Transvaal, 
Gandhi was leading the agitation against Asiatic registration 
and 60 Indians had been deported to India. Many were 
beginning to question the significance of the Empire connection, 
into which they were born, who had now become the playthings 
of, and to be knocked from pillar to post by, the Empire's former 
enemies. 

Conditions were not very favourable to the resident Indian 
population in Natal, which was only keen on securing 
the cheap and reliable labour which India, at the time, alone 
could give. The Clayton Commission, which had concluded 
its labours in 1909, a little before Union, was reporting 
that-

"your Commission cannot, in the interests of the Colony, recommend 
that the importation of indentured Indian labour be discontinued," 
because, "a far greater number of Europeans with their families dependent 
on them are obtaining a livelihood, directly or indirectly, owing to the 
employment of Indians than would have otherwise been the case, . and 
were any action taken to interfere with this labour supply, great hardships 
would be caused to them, and in many cases they would be deprived of 
their means of earning a living." 

The Natal Indian was living in some hope that he would 
sometime or another share in British justice-he was reading of 
it in his history books, for he was now the second generation 
of the descendants of the immigrant. Though, however, it 
could not be said that he had experienced much of it under 
the Natal Government, still he was inclined to believe that 
under the new arrangement he would get much less. In fact 
the general feeling was that there was now to 6€_ combination 
of the European races against the non-European interests:] 
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In May, 1910, the Durban Indian Society, which held a 
meeting to protest against the Transvaal deportations, resolved : 

"that the 31st of May shall be a day not of rejoicing but of mourning 
because Indians have been humiliated as British subjects of t:l:te saJ1l~King .. " 

This was the Indian situation in South Africa when the 
Union was born. 

* * * * * 
This event while providing an opportunity for the expression 

of good wishes, for such messages had also come from India, 
was also an occasion for Indian publicists to remind the Union 
of its treatment to the Indians. 

"Bigger territory should breed bigger justice ; else where is the value 
of the change," wrote Mr. Everard Digby, editor of The Indian Daily 
Press. More pointed reference was made by The Madras Mail editor, 

\ Mr. A. E. Lawson. "We in India," he said, "earnestly hope that. ..... 
1

1

. you will not fail to discern the Imperial as well as the local considerations 
which must govern your policy towards our British Indian fellow subjects 
in your midst." 

In 1911 the total Indian population in the Union numbered 
152,309, made up of 108 in the Orange Free State (which always 
had an immigration barrier against the Indian except as a 
domestic servant), 7,690 in the Cape, 11,072 in the Transvaal 
and 133,439 in Natal. According to the 1921 census, which is 
the last taken, the figures were, Orange Free State 395, Cape 
7,696, Transvaal 15,991, Natal 141,649. The present total is 
,estimated at about 200,000. 

In 1910 Natal had the largest Indian population and was 
:still requiring more Indian labour. Advertisements, in the I n ame of the Indian Immigration Trust Board of Natal, were 

1 :appearing in the Natal newspapers inviting applications for 
\ I~dian labour from employers. Indian labour was regarded as 
\absolutely essential to the development of the sugar, tea, wattle, 
coal mining, railway and other industries in Natal at the period) 
While Natal appreciated this cheap labour, it was no longer 
keen to retain free Indians in the Colony except as indentured 
fabourers. In order to induce • Indians, who would not re­
indenture after the expiration of their period of service, to 
1eturn to India, the Legislature imposed a tax of £3 per adult 
per annum. This tax had not only to be paid by the man but 
also by his wife and children over 16 years of age. 

There was now a growing feeling in India that its people 
should not be allowed to go out to colonies which required 
them for their labour only. As a result India prohibited the 
indentured labour system in 1911 to the great regret of Natal. 

A year later,)n 1912, Natal saw a new type of Indian. 

1 Up to the present .it was only accustomed to see the Indian as a 
labourer or a trader or a cler5 The average European outlook 
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ended there. This year the Hon. G. K. Gokhale, a member 
of the Viceroy's Executive Council, a man of great culture and 
intellectual attainments, visited South Africa. While pleading 
for the better treatment for the Indian in the Union, he 
acknowledged_ South Africa's right to maintain its own 
civilisation. 'J:Ie for the period, with his superior attainments, ( 
was able to bridge the gulf between the European and the j_;:2. 
resident Indian, bringing them together socially_] _ 

In 1913 the Immigration Act closed the door to future 
free entry of Indians. All fear of the Whites being swamped 
by Asiatics was now removed and the Indian settler was 
promised that his position would be improved. The year 
following was a most eventful one in the annals of the history 
of the South African Indian. Gandhi, who was experimenting 
with his parodoxical idea of · passive resistance, having tried it 
on a small scale in the Trans~al preceding Union, initiated 
a similar movement in Natal. '. The £3 tax, which had already 
been referred to, was pressing heavily on many Indians ; there 
was also some dissatisfaction on the question of the non- .,. 
recognition of Inclian marriages. Gandhi , with the foresight ( 
of a born leader, was able to turn the occasion to his advantage.') 

On a stated day thousands of Indians marched out from the 
cane fields, the coal mines, the wattle plantations, and wherever 
they were employed, all united under the banner of Mr. Gandhi 
and his lieutenants, to secure the redress of their grievances. 

~Women, who had never taken part in public affairs befor§Jwere '\:::,. 
equally keen with their menfolk to join in th,e struggle. To 
some the fight was hard, they became mothers on the wayside 
and in the prisons. But there was no slackening in the fight 
and no tarrying on the way, and the onward march continued until 
the goal was reached. The gaols were now full to overflowing, 
and there were hundreds outside ready to be arrested. Gandhi 
had marshalled thousands at his command. 2,700 men were 
at the Transvaal-Natal border prepared to be taken into custody. 
The movement welded the various groups into a compact 
whole and no dividing line of religion or caste kept Indians 
apart. A national consciousness was awakened and with it 
came the realisation that self-respect was something worth 
preserving at all costs. 

There was nothing combative connected with the move­
ment; it was not anti-European or against ariy class, except that 
it was directed at ending,,Indians disabilities. Many appeared 
ragged but determined(_Tike Cromwell's unkempt army and \-.,.... 
filled with the same purpose_) This host was holding its own I 
when truce was called. A Commission of Inquiry was appointed 
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to investigate Indian grievances. As a result of the investigations 
the special £ 3 tax was repealed and recognition of Indian 
marriages and the repatriation at Government expense of those 
who desired to return to India were the provisions embodied 
in the Indian Relief Act of 1914. This was the beginning of 
the repatriation policy, which at the time received some measure 
of acceptance from Mr. Gandhi, Rev. C. F. Andrews and Sir 
Benjamin Robertson, who had come out to watch, on behalf 
of the Government of India, the proceedings of the Solomon 
Commission. 

The conclusion of the struggle saw the departure of the 
Indian leader, Mr. Gandhi, to India, where he was later on to 
try his experiments, in his own terms of Truth, on a much 
larger scale ; the first lessons of which he had learnt under the 
South African skies. 

Soon after the Great War broke out and Indians who were 
wont to talk of rights were now prepared to share in the 
responsibilities of citizenship, and thus stand up in the defence 
of these rights. A day after South Africa had decided to 
participate with Great Britain in the war(Indians agreed, at 

\ 

a mass meeting held at Durban and Maritzl:iurg, to offer their 
services as combatants. The offer was refused~ 1 Undeterred, 
and sometime afterwards they again volunteered""to help in any 

I capacity, this time suggesting an ambulance corps ; this was 
j/ acceptec!J Two companies of 400 each were formed and they 

served with distinction in East Africa. All grievances were 
now forgotton and all sections joined in the common cause of 
winning the war. 

The Indian question was re-opened but this time at the 
Imperial Conference in London in I 917. India had al was re­
garded the treatment of Indians in other parts of the Empire, 
as being the "acid test" of its own association with the rest of 
the Commonwealth. India's delegates, the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa 
Sastri, who later filled the office of the Agency in South 
Africa with so conspicuous success, and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
both urged, on the grounds of the solidarity of the Com­
monwealth, the claim of the South African Indians for equal 
treatment. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru admirably summed up the position 
when he told General Smuts at the Imperial Conference­

( "I claim my right to take my seat as a member of King George's household.". 
\ ... ) shall not be content with a place in his outer stables ." ~ 

In 1917 the Imperial Conference accepted the principle of 
reciprocity of treatment between the British Dominions and 
India in immigration matters. This question was further 
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elaborated in the 192 1 and 19 2 3 Imperial Conferences. One 
suggestion which was to be followed five years later, was made 
by the Government of India, namely, to send an Agent to 
South Africa, who would look after Indian interests as well 
as act as an intermediary between the Union Government 
and the Indians. This proposal was rejected by the Union 
representative, General Smuts, who was not prepared to admit 
that there was any hope of securing the extension of political 
rights for Indians in South Africa. He made a further admission, 
when he declared that the question was not racial but economic 
and with it was linked up the issue involving the continuance­
or rather dominance-of Western civilisation in South Africa. 

The periodic agitation against the Indian again broke out 
in the Transvaal. It was stated by his opponents that his (the 
Indian's) growing power must be curbed, whose heinous crime 
was that he had undersold his European competitor and was 
proving himself to be more successful in business. A 
commission of inquiry,@e Lange Commission of 1919, was \ 
appointed to investigate the charge, and its terms of reference _ 
were to inquire primarily into the legal position arising from ,,,, 
and affecting the acquisition of land by Asiatics for trading 
purposes and their trading activities generally_> The Com­
mission's report of 1921 upheld the Indian contention that 
there should be no segregation nor compulsory repatriation, 
though it approved of a policy of laying out residential areas. 

For some time past the Indian question, despite the unitary 
association of the provinces, confined Indians to move and have 
their being within provincial boundaries, was assuming an all­
Union aspect. The necessity had arisen for a Union organisa­
tion, and on the suggestion emanating from the Cape and 
accepted by Natal and Transvaal, that there should be one body 
to speak on behalf of the Indians, the South African Indian 
Congress came into being. In 1919 the first session of the 
Congress met in Cape Town completing now, for the first time, 
a union of the Indian people of this country. This conference 
brought together men from all parts of South Africa-as it 
still continues to do for the common good of the Indians. The 
assembly merits the epithet of being the Indian Parliament of 
the Union. The manner and procedure in which conference 
is conducted, the high standard of the debates, the moderate 
attitude on the subjects which it is called to consider, and the 
presence of the other features which contribute towards the 
success of similar gathering, all combine to give it a character 
and tone which would not disgrace Parliament itself. The 
Congress leaders have gained the respect and confidence of 
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both the Governments of South Africa and India. They have 
not been satisfied with serving only in the political field but 
they have also been -responsible for social and other work 
touching practically all aspects of the public weal. 

In 1924 another attempt was made to restrict Indian 
interests in regard to trade and ownership of land. The Class 
Areas and Reservation Bill, containing the much abhorred 
policy of segregation, was introduced. It was regarded 
as sounding the death-knell to Indian interests in South 
Africa, and the entire Indian community, to say the least, 
was considerably perturbed. On the initiation of the South 
African Indian Congress, a deputation interviewed the then 
Minister of Interior, Mr. Patrick Duncan. No redress could 
be secured. But before the Bill could be passed, the South 
African Party Government, then in power, suffering an election 
defeat at Wakkerstroom, resigned. 

\ A little before the Government's resignation, Mrs. Sarojini 
Naidu, one of the Indian national leaders and · the foremost 
woman of India, who was visiting East Africa, was invited to 
come to South Africa-:-\ She agreed to come and on her arrival 
she was accorded roming receptions wherever she went, and 
not a small part of her audiences was European. Her 

__ utterances were far from conciliatory as could only be expected 
<~ when .,prganis'=d hostility greeted her appearance.~, Possessing 

' a scintilating wit, with -acrusning power--ofrepa~tee, she would 
devastate her hecklers. On account of these qualities she made 
enemies of those who, moved by an anti-Asiatic feeling, had 
already reasons to dislike her. One example of her deadly 
retort will suffice to illustrate my point. Facing a critical audience 
in a city which was notorious at the time for its anti-Indian 
feeling, Mrs. Naidu opened wi1:9-the formal terms of being at 

,, -

a loss of a subject to speak about. "Speak about babies," shouted 1 

a heckler. "I leave that to your mother," was the reply which '2-
silenced the hecklers for the rest of the evening'. 

. _, 

It was altogether a different Mrs. Naidu who revisited 
South Africa as a member of the Second Round Table Conference 
in 1932. • 

In 1924 -there was a new Government in power-the 
Nationalists had secured political ascendency and one of its 
first acts was to sanction the Ordinance, passed by the Natal 
Provincial Council-a very British Assembly approving a very 
un-British piece of legislation-depriving the Indians of the 
municipal franchise in Natal. This ordinance was thrice 
disallowed by the previous Government on the ground that it 
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was outside the scope of the Provincial Council to make racial 
discrimination. The new Government had not allowed 
grass to grow under its feet for in 1926 it re-introduced the 
old Class Areas' Bill. It was a very determined Minister, who 
in moving the Bill, said : 

"I must ~ay. that the Bill frankly stares fro!11 the &eneral suppC?sition 
rhat the Indian, as a race in this country, 1s an alten element m the 
population, and that no solution of this question will be acceptable 
to the country unless it results in a very considerable reduction of 
the Indian population in this country. But, on the other hand, the 
method of dealing with this question will not be the employment of any 
forcible means. The method which this Bill will propose will be the 
application of pressure to supplement, on the other hand, the in­
ducement which is held out to Indians to leave the country." 

The Bill had reached the Committee stage when a deputation 
sent by the Government of India to make a first hand study of 
the problem reached the Union. After its investigations the 
deputation, consisting of the late Sir (then Mr.) G. F. Paddison, 
Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, Sir Syed Raza Ali (the present 
Agent) and Sir (then Mr.) G. S. Bajpai appeared before the 
Select Committee. It made a convincing case for holding up 
the proposed measure until it was considered by a conference 
between the representatives of the Governments of India and 
South Africa. 

Prior to the Paddison deputation reaching this country, 
the South African Indian Congress, after exhausting all means 
of obtaining relief in this country, decided to seek the assistance 
of the people and the Government of India. With this end in 
view a deputation sailed from Durban. Its members, who were 
Dr. A. Abdurahaman, Messrs. J. W. Godfrey, V. S. C. Pather, 
Bhawani Dayal, A. A. Mirza, Sorabjee Rustomjee and the late 
Mr. Amod Bayat, covered the whole of India, so that the plight 
of their compatriots in South Africa was known from one end 
of the land to the other. · The deputation also met the then 
Viceroy, Lord Reading. 

In the interim a Parliamentary Deputation from South 
Africa made a return visit. Those who went from the Union 
were the Hon. F. W. Beyers, the Hon. Patrick Duncan, Mr. A. C. 
Fordam, Mr. J. S. Marwick, Mr. G. Reyburn, Mr. 0. S. Ver­
moolen, Mr. W. H. Rood and Mr. J. R. Hartshone. 

As a result of these visits, the Union Government agreed 
not to proceed with the Bill pending a conference with the 
representatives of the Government of India, and on December 17, 
1926 at Cape Town, representatives of the two countries met 
to consider the whole Indian question. From India came 
Sir Muhammad Habbibullah, Sir Phiroze Sethna, Sir d' Arey 
Lindsay, Sir G. F. Paddison, the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, 
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the Rt. Hon. G. L. Cobbett and Mr. G. S. Bajpai. It was a 
wonderful galaxy of Indian intellectuals and the distinguished 
Indians, who hitherto had refused to put their foot on South 
African soil because of this country's attitude towards men 
of colour, gathered to help South Africa find a satisfactory 
solution to its Indian problem. They believed that they had 
found it when the conference rose on January 11, 1927. 

A few months' later the basis of the agreement reached was 
announced. (Briefly the important terms were the maintenance 
of western standards of life; Indians were to be "uplifted", '. , -':" 
better educational facilities were to be provided so that they ' 
might not lag behind any section of the community j) a 
voluntary repatriation scheme to India or any other country 
where western standards were not required ; the appointment 
of an Agent of the Government of India in the Union to secure 
effective co-operation between the two Governments. In order 
to give the agreement a fair trial, the Union Government desired 
not to proceed further with, to quote the name of the draft 
measure in full, the Areas Reservation and Immigration and 
Registration (Further Provision) Bill. 

The reaching of an agreement was a wonderful achievement 
for both sides. But what was still greater was to secure the 
following admission : 

"The Union Government firmly believe in and adhere to the principle 
that it is the duty of every civilised Government to devise ways and 
means and to take all possible steps for the uplifting of every section of 
their permanent population to the full extent of their capacity and 
opportunities, and accept the view that, in the provision of educational 
and other facilities, the considerable number of Indians who will remain 
part of the permanent population should not be allowed to lag behind 
other sections of the people." 

( This declaration for the Indians of South Africa marked 
the birth of a new ery First it was the recognition of Indians 
as being part of the permanent population, reversing the 
statement made by Dr. D. F. Malan, the Minister of Interior, 
that the Indian was "a foreign element in the population" ; 
secondly it contained a promise that the Indian population would 
be uplifted so that it might not be allowed to lag behind any 
,other section of the population. 

This was the first time since the consummation of the 
Union of South Africa that the South African Indian knew 
precisely his position, and from the veritable darkness of the 
period he was able to see a gleam of light. 

A few months later, Mr. Sastri arrived to assume the office 
,of the Agent. He was able in a very short time to create a new 
means of approach to the Indian question. His wonderful 
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oratory, his striking personality, his moderation, his under­
standing, his sympathy, his statesmanship, his revelation of 
Indian civilisation and culture, these and other of his manifold 
qualities combined to place the Indian problem in a totally 
different light to the European, and to his own ru:ople his 
presence was an inspiration to greater endeavours. ( He collec­
ted a sum of £18,000 for the college at Durban whichbears his 
name-a lasting piece of work Mr. Sastri did, when he 
established contacts between the two sections of the community 
who up to that time had no common ground to meet. In his, 
task he had the valuable assistance of the Orient Club, which 
kept an open door so that the two races might meet, and so that 
from that meeting understanding would follow-:) 

C In 1928 there W'i-'S the appointment of the Committee of 

\

Inquiry into indian education which was assisted by the 
educational expert from India, the late Mr. K. P. Kichiu. A 

1/ charge of diverting funds earned. as subsidy f~r I.ndian edu_c~tion 
,for other uses, was levelled agamst the Provmc1al authorities. ) 

In view of the conclusive evidence that all the money was 
not spent on Indian education, the authorities were not in a 
position to deny it, but justified the expenditure on the ground 
that, while the subsidy was calculated per head on the children 
at school, there was no legal right which restrained the 
authorities from expending the money in the manner they thought 
best. The fact was established before this inquiry that the 
Indian community was paying expensively for its own 
education, both English and vernacular; without receiving the 
assistance,.,., to the extent that it deserved, from the Provincial 
Council. ' / The oft-repeated statement made by the members 
of this Council, that' the Indian was not paying for his education,_ 
was found, in the light of the evidence submitted at this inquiry,_ 
to be untenable ; the accuser now became the accused.~ 

One of the conclusions of the Committee was that in future 
all money earned as subsidy on Indian education should be 
allocated to that service. (The result of the recommendations.­
was that Indian education expanded rapidly : from a modest 
£27,000 spent on Indian education in 1928 the figure has now 
risen to £65,000 and the number of children at school for the 
same period has increased from 11,000 to 18,000. But no money 
except a grant of£ 10,000 which was made last year has come from 
the Provincial funds during this period. _While there is free 
and compulsory primary education for Europeans and coloured 
children, and a liberal number of bursaries available for the 
secondary stage, Indians have to pay for this service) 
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In 1929 when the time came for Mr. Sastri to leave South 
Africa, the foundation of Indian education and advancement 
had been well and truly laid. Progress was being reported in 
other directions. The only discordant note struck was on the 
,question of condonation of illicit entry into the Union. As an 
:act of grace for the presence of Mr. Sastri in South Africa, the 
Minister of Interior, Dr. D. F. Malan, promised condonation 
to all Indians who had entered the Union illicitly and who 
made a confession to that affect on or before October 28, 1928. 
It was feared at one time that the difference arising out of this 
issue, between those who were for its acceptance and those 
against it, would reach the same volume of intensity which 
five years later divided the Indian community on colonisa­
tion. Fortunately the storm passed and ic was a tranquil 
period when Mr. Sastri sailed homewards in january, 1929, 
and this country was poorer for his going. 

His successor was Sir Kurma Reddi. The periodic wave 
of anti-Asiatic feeling again flowed in the country, though this 
time it was confined to the Transvaal, and on its,srest rose the 
Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Amendment Bill. (_This measure )1 

in effect was similar to the Gold Law of pre-Union days, which ;;._ 
made it illegal for Asiatics and other coloured people to trade 1 

and reside in the Gold Areas"::=,; Its provisions, however, were 
never enforced. This pre-Union legislation was resuscitated 
in order to curtail Indian trade on the Rand and the Reef. 

The Indian community once again had to take up a 
defensive position. The time of the Agent and its own was 
again occupied with meeting this new attack. Under the strain 
Sir Kurma Reddi's health broke down and he had to go back 
to India. Mr. J. D. Tyson, I.CS., who was secretary to 
Mr. Sastri, came out from India to deputise. After a short 
furlough, Sir Kurma had sufficiently recovered from his illness 
to resume his work in this country. He was successful in 
securing the postponement of the Bill for the consideration of 
the Secorid Round Table Conference at Cape Town in 1932. 

The delegation was headed by Sir Fazl-i Hussain, the Minister 
of Health, Lands and Education, a department which is in 
charge of Indian affairs overseas. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and 
Sir Kurma Reddi were the new members, the others, namely, 
Mr. Sastri, Sir Geoffrey Corbett, Sir D' Arey Lindsay and 
Sir G. S. (then Mr.) Bajpai had attended the first conference. 

The Conference, which also reviewed the working of the 
agreement of 1927, found that this had done much to foster 
friendly relations between the two countries. It was also 
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recognised that the possibilities of the Union's scheme of 
assisted emigration to India was exhausted, owing to the fact 
that 80 per cent. of the Indians were South African born ~nd due 
also to the climatic and economic conditions of India. - It was 

( decided by the two Governments to explore the possibilities 
,.,,... ., of a colonisation scheme for settling Indians, both from India 

_,,.., and South Africa, in other countries~ On this inquiry was 
to be appointed a representative of the South African Indian 
community. On the completion of the investigations the 
results would be jointly considered by the two Governments. 
No other modification of the agreement was considered 
necessary. Certain changes were considered in regard to the 
Tenure Bill, which subsequently became law. A commission 
was appointed to investigate, among other things, the hardships 
which the enforcement of the law would involve. 

The Congress Executive, which was present at Cape Town 
throughout the meeting of the Conference, agreed, with . con­
siderable misgiving, to join in the inquiry, provided the Union 
Government recognised that the Indians in South Africa were 
not undesirables and that the inquiry was for India's surplus 
population, and incidentally for South African Indians, who 
might voluntarily wish to join. 

In August, 1932, Sir Kurma's successor, Kunwar (Sir) 
Maharaj Singh and his wife arrived at Durban. After about a 
fortnight's stay there, the Kunwar was at Johannesburg 
attending his first meeting of the Conference of the South African 
Indian Congress. Two important decisions were made at this 
gathering, the one was the adoption of boycott should the 
Land Tenure Act Commission's report prove unfavourable 
to Indians, and the other was Congress co-operation with the 
colonisation inquiry. 

Now there followed a period of calm-no one could foresee 
that it was a prelude to the storm which was to break soon 
after with such suddenness, sweeping away old ties of friendship 
and leaving in its wake animosity and division. 

The community was looking forward to a period of 
quietness in which to devote its attention to social, educational 
and other uplift work. With the assistance of the Kunwar 
and the Kunwarani, the latter being able to enlist the services 
of trained European women workers for the Indian movement, 
great progress had been made in the work. 

The executive of the South African Indian Congress 
assembled in Durban in July, 1933. Among its business was to 
elect its nominee on the preliminary colonisation inquiry, to 
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implement the resolution of co-operation already accepted by 
the conference of August, 1932. Mr. S. R. Naidoo was chosen 
to represent the South African Indians. 

This was the starting point of the trouble. A few 
congressmen contended at this stage that the preliminary inquiry, 
according to the terms of reference as announced by the Minister 
of Interior, Mr. Hofmeyr, a month ago, was a departure from 
the Congress undertaking and therefore advocated non­
co-operation with the inquiry. The other group-the majority 
of the officials-argued that if they succeeded at this juncture 
to prove that there was no necessity for any colonisation scheme 
for the South African Indian, the inquiry, as envisaged by the 
Cape Town Agreement, might be altogether abandoned. 

On the fundamental issue, that there should be no 
reduction in the number of South African Indians, there was 
absolute accord. The only difference was the method of 
approach to the question. This was so distorted that the real 
issue was obscured by the oratory of the partisan. 

The division was further accentuated when an attempt 
was made to introduce class interests. (Congress · co-operation ~ 
with the inquiry was made to appear that it was out to sacrifice I --> 

the interests of the poor for the protection of the rich.: Class I 
warfare in all countries has.:always been bitter and when it was l ,.-, 
reduced to these terms in- Nataf, especially7n"Durban and • 
Maritzburg, feeling ran high/ At Maritzburg, trusted leaders 
of the community, who had always been in the thick of the 
fight, were shouted into silence, and the aid of the Police was 
invoked to clear the Maritzburg City Hall of an angry audience. 

In the bitterness of the time a new organisation, the Colonial 
Born and Settlers' . Indian Association, was formed. One of its 
objects was to-

<--, 

"concentrate on the educational and social uplift of the poorer classes of 
Indians who have hitherto been neglected.'' 

This clause contained a challenge to the Congress, in that 
it had failed to do its duty by the "poorer classes." As an 
instance of creating class division this clause seems hardly to 
be irrefutable. 

Two years have since passed and the breach has not been 
healed. The report of the colonisation enquiry committee, 
recommending North Borneo and British Guiana, and New 
Guinea as places containing the possibilities of colonisation, 
is regarded as still-born and the real difference between the two 
bodies has receded into the background. But the war is still on. 
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As we have seen so far, most of the period has been one of 
-continuous and intense struggle. All activities had been 
<lirected in meeting overt or contemplated opposition in the 
field of politics, commerce, economics and the many sided 
interests touching the community at all points. But, however, 
educational, social welfare, upliftment of the less capable and 
kindred matters have been receiving new values. The standard 

~f education is rising among all sections of the Indian community._ 
(, !he percentage of mass literacy is higher than it is in India. ,.,, 

South African Indians are now admitted as students of the 
Universities of Capetown, Witwatersrand and South Africa. 
Some have graduated in this country. Several are studying 
,at British Universities. Half a dozen are practising the profession 
of medicine in Natal, some in the Cape and a few in the Transvaal. 

Social and religious welfare societies had also planned for 
·progressive work. The need of the poor is not neglected. The 
late Mr. R. K. Khan, a solicitor of Durban, left practically his 
whole estate, valued over £40,000, for medical relief. There 
have been similar other bequests. The fact is gaining ground 
that the elevation of the community can only come through 
the uplift of the whole and not only the few ; this fact was 
signally recognised by the late Parsee Rustomjee, who left 
two-thirds of his fortune for the endowment of libraries, schools 
and charitable institutions. 

The post-Union period has seen a generation of its own, and 
those born in pre-Union days have been influenced by the 
succeeding years.1he biological principle that man becomes a 
-creature of his environment applies with equal truth in the case 
of the Indian, who removed from his original habitat, has 
acquired western characteristics) See him on the sports ground, 
.and sharing in the other amenities of Western civilisation, his 
dress, his language, his behaviour all denote him true to type 
as required by the standards of this country, a product of his 
.surrounding .and developed within the last 25 years. 

Standing now at the cross-roads of South African history 
,and surveying, in retrospect, the changes of varying fortune and 
vicissitudes of the Indian in this country, one might say with 
Tennyson, "Perhaps evil is even sometimes the way to good .... ", 
for in the continuous struggle has come strength. A fact which 
should always be remembered is that the Indian will be a 
permanent resident of the Union, contributing his share to the 
general well-being to the whole, and in his upliftment, coming 
,either from within himself or from external sources, the other 
non-European races of the country would benefitj If South 
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Africa would be true tQ its declaration contained in the Cape 
Town Agreement: 

"The Union Government firmly believes in and adheres to the principle 
that it is the duty of every civilised Government. . . . . . for uplifting 
every section of the population to the full extent of their capacity and 
opportunities ...... ", 

and is prepared to translate it into practice, South Africa would\ 
build securely for the future on the foundation laid 2 5 years • 
ago. ·~ To deviate from it would be to deny its true self. Neither· 
man nor nation in the long run has profited from the corroding 
influence of an untruth, by being false to itself; and neither can 
South Africa, for 

Shall error in the round of Time 
Still.father Truth? 0 shall the braggart shout 
For some blind glimpse qffreedom work itself 
Thro' madness, hated ~y the wise, to law 
SJ1stem and Empire ? 
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SEWPERSABD RAMESAR BEHAREE 

ban. 15 Jun• 1930 P.f.•tem-.ritzburg 

died 18 July 1981 Pletermaritzburg 

medical ioctor, eport• 4 cultural 

leauer 

S .R. B ocomel\Cetl hi• achooliag at St. Paul •a GoYe?""....mextt Aideli School oil 

matr:tcul~t•d xfrom Woodlu:4.s High,. I:lis oont~mporm•• at achool recall both 

hie acbol.dtic ability u4. hi.a prove a oa the aporta fi•l•. While at Vooilaaie 

he Vd house c ptaia of Reiil House ui play•• b9th aoocer ca« cricket tor his 

school I he repr••••t•i Pietermaritzburg I:nilu Schools i hter-tow aoccer 

a« alao became a cwtmaater while at school. 

I 1949 he· procee.ted. to In.ilia where he ccmpletej hi• pre-metioilll. ■cieac• aour•• 

at Bm:ibq'a W:l.lao?i College . • At WilaoA, Sew ( ac he VaG popularil7 kaC'AtJI. ) 

ti ti»gUiahe« hima•lf by wiau11g the Macm:fk•• Sh1el4 tor eutatuti11g oe11tributiou 

to football ocl hock.,- ui cultural actinti•••illcluting 4ebate di irsm'.IA. He 

wu th• fir t South Africa. to aohieYe thi• awari. He vu ala• aoti•• ia the 

GoYenmoat of Bombay epoasorei • •ult literacy campaip . 

Ia/ 1952 he joi••• M&.•raa Metical College oil while atuiyiag meiioiae he agnia 

•ivotei much time to aome of the burm11g aooi.u issues ot the time • He helpe• 

;Jrgwu youth oamps aa4. took u a.ctiYe iatereat ia pr otiag tree rurdt':t~vfce . 
'f 

·'.)le ~ iuatei M.B.,JI B.S. ia 1959 u« ia th• aame yeu retune• to Soutn'"Atrica 

.:}' where he ••t up a geaeral pr ctice ia Pietermari. t,;burg • 

Ia a.dditioa t hi• mellical practice, Dr Beharee ha« two main interest• s 

as a aport• ergan.iur an.« as a cultural lea•er. 

He wd a tou•4•r member ili presiient or the Linc ln City Proteasioa.u Football 

ClU, mui alao ievotei many ye~• t~ amateur football • He was also patr0~ ot 

both Daffoiils u( Hill'Yiew Football Cluba. 

For about a i etue er more he waa ~ •eeply iavolYei in the acti'Yiti•• ot a 

number ot religious orgw.atiou. Fer about a•••• years he was a member of 

the Gita Mutir ( Gita Stuiy Group) a He Wd ■w-w+lxt\w-tw■■4•r oh..drmu. tor 

about 12 year• of the Tamil SiYa N,-0& Sabb.a AM wu a member f the 9 

Jforth4lale San.a.tho Vea Jlt.aram Sabha • He vu th• toimilllg a•cretaJ7 •t th• 

HiAiu Cultval Society which gave rise to bcties auch aa the i CUltval. Girl 

Gui«ee u• Boy Scout• M Yemeata ani th• Cultur-1. Su.au:, S.M'icee . 
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From 1970 he was a m•mb•r of the Pietermaritzburg Local Altair.a Committee 

ta.til the time ot hia «eatb.. 

He was the •"'• ~., ~1-r ,,; • . '! R1 1,sar, a photot,rapher ct Pietermaritzburg • He 

was the 2n« el,est 1n a family of elevea children. 

I». 1967 he marriea Dhaaieri ( "Dharam") Sooraj of Pietermaritzburg ani the 

couple bai 6 children, all girls, Anashnee, Juusha, Hoshua, Vihitha • 

Xali!hmiroe ad Maniaha • 

Dr Beharee was al.so yery active in promoting tree rural 111edical services far 

a Africans 1• the PMB area. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

S.A.Meiieae T;yclskrif, 22 NOTember 1981 

Obitu.u-y s 'l'he Ll,aier :51 July 1981 . 
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