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GANDHI

~ -IN
SOUTH AFRICA

1893 - 1914

His contribution to the

political development
of the
. Indian South African

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI,

—

who was born at Porbandar (Sudamapuri) in India on 2 October
1869, qualified as a barrister in Englandin 1891. Two years later
his professional services were engaged by Abdul Karim Jhaveri,
a Durban trader, in a £40,000 lawsuit against a rival firm in Pretoria.

The young, inexperienced barrister was completely ignorant of
conditions in South Africa .... he came for afew months..... yet stayed
for twenty one years, during which time he was to become one of
the outstanding figures in South African political history.
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In 1893 Gandhi was given a first-class rail ticket for the Journey from
Durban to Pretoria . When the train halted at about 9 pem. at Pieter =
maritzburg, a White bassenger entered the compartment ang immediately

complained to the railway officials. Despite Gandhi's protestations, the

police were sent for . Eventually he, with his luggage, was bundled
onto the platform while the train left without him .

Gandhi shivered the night through_in the cold waiting-room at the
station. He later described it as the most creative ordeal of his life

The idea of "Satyagraha"(passive resistance) occurred to him . The real=
ities of racial dgscrimination had arousedf;n him a feeling o

and the desire to assist his orpressed countrymen in South Af

f protest
rica_.
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In 1894 the newly—-elected Responsible Government of Natal introduced Act 25 which sought to
deprive Asiatics of the parliamentary franchise. Royal assent to this measure was refused.

"In 1896 a new Bill excluded from the voter's roll all persons who, not being of European

origin,were natives or descendants in the main line of natives of countries which had not
hitherto possessed elective representative institutions founded on the parliamentary franchise...
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Although the Disenfranchising Act affected only about 251 Indians who
possessed the necessary voting qualifications, the local Indians were
alarmed and sought the aid of Ggndhi. Gandhi, on the point of depart=
ure to India, prolonged his stay until 1896.

1000
Indians and forwarded to the Colonial Secretary, was supported by H.M.
Government, but infuriated the Natal Europeans .
Gandhi now becomes a political leader and on May 22,1894, a new political
organisation, I H E NATATL INDIAN

inaugurated, with Gandhi as the first Hon. Secretary and Abdoola Hadji
Adam as the first President . The membership fee of £3 p.a. confined
membership largely to the merchant class .

Gandhi's aims ¢ to uphold the principles of British democracy for the S.
A.Indians; to abolish discrimination and +o achieve this by nom-violent
means.
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1}‘ 2> e Like all great historical fig-
'z | wres, MAHATMA GANDHI
E""U was a very controversial
b= man. His philisophy of life
\‘g O ._ and his religious practices
\“, . stemmed largely from Vedic
) \[‘ﬂ * special thanks to Seriptures. What s certain
| | * Dr HENNING ( DOCUMENTATION CENTRE - UDW) is that he moved millons
z “ ';U - GANDHI PHOENIX SETTLEMENT and millions Of people to act
q .TOMMY and BOBBY for freedom and dignity
\ - Mr S. S. SINGH againts imperialism. The
- HINDU STUDIES DEPT. - UDW main field of the Mahatma's
-HSA-UDW activity was politics; it 1s
- MSRC here that his dedication to
- HSA WORKING COMMITTEE freedom and justice find
their avenues of expression.
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MAY HIS SPIRIT GUIDE US TO THE RIGHT PATEL
T




HINDU STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
MEDICAL SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY OF NATAL

PROGRAMME

3 August1983(WED) : GANDHI PHOTO EXHIBITION

BROWN COMMON ROOM
12.00-4.00 p.m.

4August 1983 : GANDHI

by Mr GEORGE SEWPERSADH
CHAIRMAN : NATALINDIAN CONGRESS .

1.00p.m.
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ANDHI- FOUNDER OF NIC




- TOMMY anc¢

-MrS. S. SIN

- HINDU STU

- HSA-UDwW
- MSRC
- HSA WORKI

- GANDHI PH

* special thanks
- Dr HENNIN(

Supplement to Inprax Opinion,
10th F‘ebruary, 1912.

AN INDIAN PIONEER

The late Mr. ABDOOLLA HADJI ADAM,

The first President of the Natal Indian Congress
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DURBAN HARRBOUR 1896

| Gandhi returned to Natal with his wife and children, arriving on 18th
December 1896. Another ship, the S.5.Naderi, also arrived from India .

{| Together they carried 611 free-passen_ger Indians. 5000 agitated Euro=

peans held a demonstration at the Point to prevent the Indians landing.

They were alarmed at the Indian "invasion" and regarded Gandhi as the

": "commander-~in-chief" of the "invasion" force . Gandhi, who recently

| published his controversial "Green Pamphlet" while in India, was lynched |

1 by a hostile mOb eeececeoss 1
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The day Gandhi arrived back in Natal on the S.8.Courland, another ship,
the S.S.Naderi, also arrived from India, together carrying a total of
614 free passage Indians .

dis-

5000 Europeans held a demonstration to prevent the Indiansﬂfmbarking —
they were alarmed at the Indian ninvasion" and regarded Gandhi as the

commander-in-chief" of the '*invasion force',

Tn addition, the Europeans were annoyed with Gandhi because he had

criticised them . Gandhi was sssaulted, but pressed no charges .




Thereafter the descriptions of the incident 4\
vary considerably 9‘

"He was surrounded by a mob and pelted with
missiles of a maladorous description. The'Superu
intendent fortunately appeared on the scene and
conducted the Advocate to his destination.."

In order to escape, he was dressed as the "Town
Clerk's Indian office boy...." (Henderson)

Gandhi relates :

"They pelted me with stones,brickbats and rotten
eggs. The wife of the Police Superintendent, who
knew me, happened to be passing by. The brave
lady came up, opened her parasol and stood be=
tween me and the crowd."

V' The Police Superintendent,Mr Alexander,sent a
rosse of men to escort me safely to mv destin=
ation." Finelly,

"I put on an Indian constable's UNifoIMessscoee
escaped.....eto a carriage.....In this we drove
off to the same police station where Mr Alex=
ander had offered me refuge a short time before"
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GANDHI BEFRIENDED BY THE POLICE SUPERINTENDENT

S i Cale




INDIAN VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE CORPS s+ Gandhi established this non=-combatant

e ——1

group who numbered about 1100. 'l‘he Corps served in northern Natal and 37
members,including Gandhi, received decorations . This was the first local

Indian military unit in South Africa .
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GANDHI'S SECOND PERIOD IN SOUTH AFRICA ( DEC 1896 to OCT 1901 ) WAS RELATIVELY

UNEVENTFUL. TO=DATE HE HAD ORGANISED THE LOCAL INDIANS INTO A POLITICAL UNIT,
POINTED THE WAY TO PUBLIC SERVIGE AND ESTABLISHED THE NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS
WHICH WOULD ACT AS A POLITICAL FORUM ,

BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE A SPECIAL PAREWELL DINNER WAS HELD IN HIS HONOUR , GANDHI
PROMISED TH%T SHOULD HIS SERVICES EBE REQUIRED, HE WOULD RETURN. FOUR MONTHS

LATER HE RECEIVED AN URGENT APPEAL AND TOWARDS THE END OF 1902,HE RETURNED TO
SOUTH AFRICA.
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"INDIAN OPINION" WAS THE SECOND INDIAN NEWSPAPER TO BE ESTABLISHED IN SOUTH
AFRICA, IT CONTINUED UNTIL 1961 . INITIALLY GANDHI INITIATED THIS NEWSPAPER
VENTURE BECAUSE (i) HE NEEDED A POLITICAL MOUTHPIECE and (ii) THE INDIAN
PUBLIC NEEDED A FORUM FOR EXPRESSION OF THEIR OPINIONS, AFTER A FEW MONTHS
THE PAPER HAD ITS PERMANENT HOME AT THE PHOENIX SETTLEMENT , GANDHI PLAYED
A CONSPICUOUS ROLE IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE PAPER. THE PAPER SUBSEQUENTLY
APPEARED IN GUJARATI AND ENGLISH AND WAS FOR MANY YEARS.WELL-SUPPORTED,BY
THE GUJARATI=SPEAKING COMMUNITY, UNOFFICIALLY IT BECAME THE ORGAN OF THE
NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS. HOWEVER,THE PAPER FAITHFULLY RECORDED THE COMING
PASSIVE RESISTANCE STRUGGLE AND THE POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF THE INDIAN

SOUTH AFRICAN ,

I

\

THE INDIAN OPINION

4TH JUNE

1903
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e R ded by
*MAHATMA GANDHI- -
-,‘03. e s ‘._!. -

e e

0. 39 Vol. XLI1I.- Mh—t_—m o wecwm:e . - Registered st the G.P.O. 23 & Newspaper.
PRICE: ONE SHILLING.

FORMER EQUIPMENT OF "INDIAN OPINION" ON DISPLAY AT THE PHOENIX
SETTLEMENT . PHOTOGRAPHED 1980.




PHOENIX
ETTLEMENT

HOW PHOENIX SETTLEMENT CAME INTO EXISTANCE

The birth of Phoenix Settlement is closely related to that of "Indian
Opinion",which was founded in 1903 by Mr.V.Mandanjit. In the founding
year, the paper was being run at a loss, and Mahatme Gandi (then a
barrister in Johannesburg) offered to meet the monthly deficit. The
following year, after reading Ruskin's "Unto This Last",Mahatma Gandhi
thought of the idea of Phoenix Settlement, and he moved the Inter-
national Printing Press,. which printed Indian Opinion, to Phoenix.
In his autobiography, "My Experiments with Truth%", he explains how
Ruskin's book made an immense impression on him. "I determined to
change my life in accordance with ideals of the book", he says,"..the
one book that brought about an instantaneous and practical transform—
ation by my life...". The three major principles of the book, as he
saw them were:
1. That the good of the individual is contained in the good of all.
2. That a lawyer's work has the same value as a barber's in as much
as all have the same right of earning a livelihood from . . their.
worke
3, That life of labour, i.e. the 1ife of the tiller of soil and the
handicraftsman, is the life worth living.
So Phoenix Settlement was founded, on the ideal of an egual living
wage should work on the farm and attend to the press in their spare
time. Among those working on the press was a cousin of Mahatma Gandhi,
Changanlal Gandhi. He and the machinist (Mr.R.Govindon, now father-
in-law of Dr.M.G.Naidoo) agreed to the low wage, but other workers ,
while agreeing to move tp Phoenix, did not join the scheme. Mahatma
Gandhi endeavoured to recruit to the settlement various - relatives.
and friends who had come with from India. Few agreed,but outstanding
amongst them was Maganlal Gandhi, who left his business and . cast
his lot in with those at Phoenix. In 1914, Mahatma Gandhi left for
Tndia and most of the settlers followed him during World War 1. In
1916 those remaining requested assistance, and he sent his two sons,
Manilal and Ramdas Gandhi, from India to help. In 1929, Manilal
Candhi returned to India to help in the Interdepence Struggle, but he
returned in 1931, after a year's imprisonment, and was appointed a
trustee of Phoenix Settlemente.
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Toep Row,left to right : Coopoosamy,Kunji,Ajodhasing,Alwar,Moothoosamy,Appalsany,
Sheikh Dada Mia,Kistama,Mahemed Essocp.

Middle Row,I, to R Jamalu Dir,Rarbhu Hari,Cpl.,U.M.Sholat,Sgt.,M.K.Gandbi,Sgt.Ma]j,
H.J.Joshi ’Ssto s8R Medh,Sgt.,Khan Mahocmed.

Bettom Rew,lL te R : Sheikh Madar,Mshomed,Bomaya,Pooti Naicken .




PROBLEMS 1IN THE TRANSVAAL

e
e eSS ERET=

WHEN GANDHI RETURNED TO THE TRANSVAAL IN 1902
HE ARDENTLY CHAMPIONED THE CAUSE OF THE TRANS=
VAAL INDIAN TRADERS : He, -

o ESTABLISHED THE TRANSVAAL BRITISH INDIAN ASSOC,

. PROTESTED TC THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT .

. UNDERTOCK NUMEROUS DEPUTATIONS, EVEN TO ENGLAND.
HELD PROTEST MEETINGS , e.ge ON 11 SEPT. 1906
3000 ATTENDED ¢ THE "FOURTH RESOLUTION" READ..e.
"rather than submit to +the galling ,tryannous

and un-British requirements..every British
Indian in the Transvaal shall submit to im=
prisonment until its repealv....

FURTHER , THE IMPORTANT RESOLUTION WAS

dVM N1NZ 9061

Top Row,left te right : Coopoesamy,Kunji,Ajodhasirg,Alwar,Moethcosamy,Appalsany,
Sheikh Dada Mia,Kistama,Mabomed Essop.

Middle Row,lL te R : Jamalu Dir,Rarbhu Hari,Cpl.,U.M.Sholat,Sgt.,M.K.Gandhi,Sgt.Maj,
H-J¢J°8higssto 93 .R.Hedh,Sst. 'Khan Mahomed.

Bottom Rew,l, to R : Sheikh Madar,Mahomed,Bomaya,Pooti Naicken .
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The TAW stated that Asiatics could neither acquire citizenship nor landed property in the Z.A.R.
On pa'jrment of a licence,they were allowed to trade in a prescribed area . Under the new British
Administration in 1900, the old law was applied even stricter . (See Gandhi display )
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INDIAN
LEGISLATION

AIM: 1o resTRICT ENTRY oF TNDIANS
INTO THE TRANSVAAL. ,cr

o




TRANSVAA

THE ASIATIC QUESTION.

THE CLOSED DOOR

Town Custodian : Very sorry,my friend,but you cannot trade in our streets . Retter
try Natal,the Cape or Charterland-- or the Location .

(from Supplement to '"The Weekly Press'';Saturday August 13,1898 )

155 % 29¥




' principal disabilities.The licé= wIHE INDIAN OPINION® 4.6. 1903
nsing measure is being enforced’

with a severity unknown befones | : | Qje\
- In the . Orange River “Golony' (FIRST EDITORIAL)

the Indian has no footing

except . as purely and simple a . , , |

labourer. | The Indians , resident... #m
-There is this marked dis=| British South Africa,. loyalfsubp

tinetion worthy of . note | jects though they .are. of. the

between the (ape - Natal legis= King - Emperor, labour under....a

’lgtion.and the.Republican legis= | pumber of 1eggi .ddisabilities

lation, namely, that. while +the !

which, . it is: cantested on.their
former, in theory,. is applicable ' behalf, are undeserved.and  un=
to all nationalities, the .latter j

. Just. The reason for. this state
is especially directed against . of affairs is to be found in the
the Asiatics.as such. ... ... . |

. prejudige.in the minds . of . the

- S8trong popular . . prejudice . colonists,.arising out of misun~
has practically kept the Indian | derstanding the .actual  status
from the other parts of British‘f of .the.Indian.as.a.British. .sub-
South Africa. :]i jec'b......,..... sevevos0eccnssocesos

Socially . and popularly, the % In the Transvaal ,.. Her

Indian. is a pariah - in .. some ﬁ Majesty's Govermnment. .. ine

places, less so than in-obherse pnepited +the legislatign of ‘the
He is nicknamed "Coolie". ' 1ate Republics,which is natural~
In fact popular prejudice j,has f 1y véry drastice. It is. now. be-
portrayed him as a "filthy. ‘be= | ing reconsidered, .and the whole

ing", without any virtue. The | of it will be recast in the not
prejudice, it must be confessed, very distant future. .

has become much +toned “down | . However, .as the yokew”falia
in Natal. The struggle f most heavily upon -Indians  .in
seems to be fiercest in  the | g, newly annexed territories,
Transvaal.

| it is worthwhile . recmpitulate
{ ing - the Republican legislation.
In +the Trensvaasl the . Indian

i cannot trade,or.reside,. or own
- landed propexrty,. exceptiin loca~
tions.set aside for him. He
must pay a registration fee of

& 3. He may not be out after

9 pems and may not walk on the

Ifootpa'bhs. These are . - the

|
|
|
|
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ON 1 JANUARY 1907 THE TRANSVAAL BECOMES AN INDEPENDENT
BRITISH COLONY AND PASSES THE "“INDIAN PROBLEM" ONTO THE
TRANSVAAL COLONY. HENCEFORTH GEN. J.C.SMUTS, THE NEW
COLONIAL SECRETARY OF THE TRANSVAAL AND GANDHI BEGIN A
LONG SERIES OF FRUITLESS NEGOTIATIONS,
GANDHI'S COMMENT ON ORDINANCE 9/ 1906 :
"NOTHING IN IT EXCEPT HATRED OF INDIANS ®
and  that it was
“"AN INSULT TO THE WHOLE NATION",




Suprdement o INDIAN OPINiON,
i0th August, 1907.

The Indian Mass Meeting

Held at Pretoria on. the 3ist July which decided to continue the Passive Resistance crusade against the Asiatic Act.
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16 AUGUST 13908

INFURIATED INWVANS DESTRO
CERTIFICATES IN A LARGE Tﬂkffiééggcﬁﬁ}géx?v

TOHANNESBLIRG.

OBTECTION 70 :
ASIATIC VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION VALIDATION BILL(ACT 3615

|




TOLSTOY FARM




TANCE

GANDHI REALISES THAT THE PASSIVE RESIS

1910

NED TO BE A LONG DRAWN

MOVEMENT
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Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,
5th August, 1911.

The Owner of TolStoy Farm

WHERE PASSIVE RESISTERS FOUND A HOME '

UGl Bzt 24 U sl ells L A Taadly




DUE TO RESTRICTIVE LEGISLATION, IT WAS ALMOST
IMPOSSIBLE . FOR INDIANS TO ENTER THE TRANSVAAL,
BUT, INDIANS CONTINUED TO DEFY THE LAW..ceseee

P

Sketchs \,

Carla Hudson

8798
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SATYAGRAHIS

LN S it

Natal to

Mr. S. J. Randecria Mr. M. C. Anglia Mr. H. 1. Joshi
Mr. Parsce Rustomjee Mr. Dawad Mahomed Mr. Adam H. G. Mihomz
( Capetown.)

Some of the leading Indians whe have proceeded to Johannesburg to assert their rights.
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Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,
11th June, 1910.

A Parsee Stalwart of Passive Resistance

[N

MR. SORABJI SHAPURJI ADAJANIA,

Who has served the greater part of the last two years in prison on behalf of the
Transvaal Passive Resistance cause.
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_;upplement to Innian OriNioN,
: 16th November, 19c7.

Ram SUNDAR PUNDIT,
AHY ey MR,




THE PASSIVE RESISTERS OPENLY
DEFY LBGISLATION BY .......
(s) PFAILING TO REGISTER,

(b) TRADING WITHOUT LICENCES,

(¢) CROSSING THE BORDER  BE=
TWEEN NATAL AND THE TRANS=
A s O ey AU s e P

2.5 .PUNDIT OF GERMISTON  WAS

ARRESTED AND SENTENCED TO A
MONTH'S IMPRISONMENT...THIS
WAS THE FIRST PROSECUTION ...

SY¥XLEVH

L L

(XX R N ]

HUNDREDS MORE WERE TO BE ARR=
ESTED [ N R N 4

RV 1

—

LR B N

S .S.ADAJANIA,THE FIRST NATAL
INDIAN TO DEMAND ENTRY INTO
THE TRANSVAAL , WAS PROSECUTED
AND SENTENCED TO IMPRISONMENT
UNDER THE ASIATIC LAW AMENDMENT

s¥gIvaayd

ACT AND NOT UNDER THE IMNIG=

RANT'S GISTRACTION ACT .
N e ) ~

MANY OTHER INDIANS FROM NATAL
NOW JOINED THE STRUGGLE AND
HUNDREDS COURTED ARREST..es

LR N N N

UIGHT ¥04 FOIATHOVS ISHHDIH @HI Avd OF QaUVIEMd THEM
b

L N A

GANDHI HIMSELF WAS ARRESTED
ON MANY OCCASIONS sesecscsscse
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SATYAGRAHIS

Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,
22nd October, 1910.

THE LATE MR. NARYANSAMY
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Supplement to Inp1aN OriNION,
mth September, 1gog.

A Martyr to the Cause

.

\

Tar LATE MR. S. NAGAPPAN.

Diichargec_l from Gaol Juné 30th, 1900, covered with weals and suffering
from pneumonia diagnosed as fatal ; died July 6th, 190g.
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Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,
March 128k, 1910,

A BARRISTER-HAWKER

‘" ‘>‘/-/'/_-;'}>// \?\\\\,\\\ T

Mr. Joseph Royeppen as he appeared when arrested
= under the Asiatic Act.
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(Sketches

MARTYRS OR LAW-BREAKERS % Many Indians were prepared to pay the highest sacrifice
for their CAUBE csesssccse




IN 1910 GANDHIJI PROMOTES SOCCER MATCHES

Pretoria Passive Resisters with striped jerseys, vs. Johannesburg Passive Resisters with plam jer-
seys played in Rangers: Ground Mayfair, Johannesburg.

1st Row; Standing from left.

1. Unknown, S. B. Medh, Murugas (Thabla) Naidoo, H Kallenbach, C. K. Thumbi Naidoo,
Chairman Tvl. Tamil Benefzt Society; M. K. Gandhm Miss Sonja' Schelisin, L. W. Ritch,
G. Isacks, Khusal Bai, Sorabji, Shapurji.,

2nd Row; Subraye Padayachy, Acting Chairman Pta Tamzl League - Venogopal Naidoo,
D. Lazarus K. Raja Rethnam, Perumaal Naidoo, V. S. Mamckum Pillay,; Rilly K. G.
Pillay, Sooboo Nuaidoo, V. Chetty, Newyoki, V. 8. Pillay, Chairman Pretoria Tamil League;
Chinapa, Kathira Velloo Padayachy, J. K. Philips, H. Moonsamy.

3rd Row; E\mnus Pillay, Murugas Pillay, Govindasamy Masthan Padayachy, Johmny Peters,
Ramlall Mooloo, Chairman Pta. Indian Congress; "N. K. Pillay, Jhb. Captain; Boblal Ma-
haraj, Pta. a,pta,in G. H. Moona. David Anthony, V. Naidoo, David Mooideen, Narsoo
Naidoo,, David Ernest, N. S. Pillay.

4th Row; \\R . Frank, John Andrews, H. Masootoo Pillay, K. Jaganathan Pillay, Chin-
samy lela,y, Jimmy Chetty, D. Patel, S. Arunachale Padayachy, Aron John, Govinda-
samy Pillay. 1

JAISSVd

Sd11S5I1S34

PERHAPS THE MOST UNUSUAL SOCCER MATCHES. IN SOUTH AFRICAN SPORTS HISTORY ¢
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Supplement to INDIAN OrINION,
March 19th, 1910.

Rev Joseph J.Doke who
wrote the first biography
of Gandhi (1909 )

A Friend in Need”

SEa =SS

Photo, ﬁg-] ] [{O' Byrne

Rev. JOSEPH J. DOKE,

Who so ably assisted the Asiatic communities of the Transvaal in the
Passive Resistance campaign.
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Mk. H. O. ALLY.

H.0.ALLY , a member of
Gandhi's deputation to
England in 1906.

GANDHI HAD INFLUENTIAL FRIENDS IN ASIA

AFRICA AND EUROPE WHO WERE PREPARED TO
SUPPORT HIS CAUSE see..




His Highness Sir Aga Sultan
Mahmun Shah,K.C.I.E. (The
Aga Khan )

Supplement to INpIAN OPINION,
25th Febroary, 1911,

The Right Hon.Syed Ameer Ali

RIGHT HON. SYED AMEER ALI, P.C, C.I.E.,

PRESIDENT OF THE LONDON BRANCH OF THE ALL-INDIA
MOSLEM LEAGUE,

Which has made persistent efforts to secure redress for the Transvaal Indlan passive
resisters and tor the entire Indian Community of South Africa.

UHS At pfAg 2R Al ul, 26l w0, 2, Y,
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Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,

11th February, 1911.

Sir WILLIAM WEDDERBURN, Bt.,

President of the Twenty-Sixth Indian National Congress

A2 (deuw Aoz AR

¢ M IR duqaa FBddl wy.

Sir Ratanji Tata donates
25,000 rupees (+- R 10 000)
to Assist Gandhi's Passive
Resistance Movement and
Tolstoy FARM.




HENRY Soe

MR POLAK BECAME ONE OF GANDHI'S MOST
ARDENT SUPPORTERS. IN THE PASSIVE RESIST=
ANCE STRUGGLE . '

HE WAS IN SOUTH AFRICA FROM 1903 to
1916 INITIALLY HE WAS A JOURNALIST FOR
THE "TRANSVAAL CRITIC", IN 1904 HE WAS '
ONE OF THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS AT PHOENIX.
IN 1906 TOOK ARTICLES WITH GANDHI AND IN
1908 WAS ADMITTED AS AN ATTORNEY OF THE
TRANSVAAL SUPREME COURT AND PUBLISHED"THE
INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA",

IN 1907 HE WENT TO INDIA TO GAIN SUPPORT
FOR THE CAUSE OF THE INDIAN SOUTH AFRICANS.

IN 1910 HE UNDERTOOK A SECOND TOUR  OF
INDIA , WHERE HE MET PROF. G.K. GOKHALE,..




Supptement to INpian OrinioON,
3rd July 1gog.

The Transvaal’s Delegate to India

Photo by O Byrne, Johaun esburg.,

Mr. HENRY S. L. POLAK,

Assistant Honorary Secretary of the Transvaal
British Indian Association,

b

[ NoTE.—Mr. Polak’s three fellow-delegates are now serving terms of
imprisonment with hard labour in Transvaal G

waols, they having been arrested
Ly order of the Government immediately after appointment, }
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Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,
30th November, 1907,

“MR. AMEEROODIN FAJANDAR,
Jransvaal Delegate to the JIndian National Qongress.

Hl {l3eld EovriR.
24 Jadd TiRAAL 2{ua azgll AxBa wladH,




Supplement to INDIAN OPIXION,

18th February, 1911,

MR. RATAN J. TATA,

Who has donated the munificent sum of half a lakh of rupees (about £3,333 sterling )
for the maintenance of the Passive Resistance struggle in the Transvaal.
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AND IMPRISONMENT
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TRANSVAAL GV?T DECIDES DRASTIC
MEASURE &0 0o O 000008000
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Between Jamary 1908 and June 1909 , approx. 2,500 Indians were
arrested and imprisoned . Probably over a thousand were deportedecesse
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Supplement to INDIAN OPINION,
25th November, 1911.

A Group of Workers and Friends

In the centre of the second row, next to Mr. Gandbhi, is the Mayoress, then Mr. and Mrs. Hosken, the Mayor, and Mrs. Ivor Lewis.
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“THE ROCKING BOAT”

pD\/EmY AMONG THE INDIANT
SA. INDIANS 3] MAY 1910
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PROF GOKHALE

THE HON. PROF. G.K. GOKHALE

eI

Member of the Indian Legislative Council and Member of the
Viceroy's Council in India . He spends six weeks during 1911
in South Afriea, during which time he discusses the Indian
problem with thé,S.A.Government and visits various Indian
communities . Gandhi acts as secretary to Gokhale .
GOKHALE'S ATMS ¢ BV

1) To secure a just and equltable treatment for the
; - 150,000 Indians in South Africa 3
ii) To stop all further Indian immigration to S. A.
1ii) His mediation was regarded with mixed feelings
by all parties concerned .

N = L S st s P G 4 T T S S S U S S S0 T T I AR U G M. SRED G AP S T SR G B i R S D et R S et B

GOKHALE'S MISSION WAS THE FIRST OF MANY DEPUTATIONS
TO SOUTH AFRICA TO PLEAD THE CAUSE OF THE INDIAN SOUTH
AFRICAN ,
IN THE MEANTIME |,
i) THE SATYAGRAHA MOVEMENT IS SUSPENDED FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD :
ii) 1911 3 SMUTS INTRODUCES THE IMMIGRANTS'RESTRICTION BILL-WITHDRAWN
iii) 1912 ¢ " m " UNION IMMIGRATION BILL ~WITHDRAWN

iv) 1913 ¢ " " w IMMIGRANTS REGULATION ACT




Supplement to INDIAN OPINIOR,
218t December, 1912,

AN INTERESTING GROUP

Photo by Awg. Blaettier
Taken at Heidelburg Station on the occasion of the Hon. Mr. Gokhale's visit.

TRoiatet Ban L, wA A anany anwdix weolldl el woll,




Supplement, to Innian Oprinior,

28th Jannary, 1911, /S;S/m

HON. PROF. G. K. GOKHALE, C.LE., M.A.,

Member of the Imperial Legislative Council of India,

To whom is mainly due the recent action of the Government of India, prohibiting the
further recruitment of Indians, under indenture, for South Africa,
after June 30 next.
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GOLDEN

C Indfan Opinion C: 8

NUMBER

THE GREAT MARCH TO THE TRANSVAAL.




1913 STRIKE 1 PASSIVE RE SISTANCE

UNREST "DISORDER == STOPPAGES  ——— STRIKES

flared up all over : but one particular event caught the eye -

On 28 October 1913, Gandhi organised all the strikers into an
"army" and over 2000 men,women and children led by Gandhi,
a march from Newcastle into the Transvaal, with the
object of contravening ACT 22/1913
followeQeeeosse

began
deliberate
¢ arrests and imprisonment




From The Star (Jnhunncsbur;‘).
Sth May, 1907,

WHITE TO MOVE AND CHECK.

(A cable from London states that Lord Elgin has advised |

REPLY.
s Majesty to allow NOT YET. The White' Knight, in his eagerness to move into the A.O. square, has omitted

the Asiatic Registration Bull.) to notice the little pawn on the Gaol Resolution square.

dAISSVd

The White Knight will now be able to move into the * Asiatic Ordinance ” square and thus

_ ] k That the White Xnight may also, in his biind hurry, have imagined tlat to be the King
ssave his Castle from the Black King and compel the latter to fall back on * India.” V : N g

which i+ nat, is ancther story.
) T o o ry
I Reproduced by kind permissicr.




THE TWO
PROTAGONISTS

GAKNDI REQUESTED

A RELAXATION IN THE
LAWS AFFECTING
INDIANS

SMUTS REFUSED TO
GRANT ANY
CONCESSIONS eevese

GANDH)

ResTRETO
= Buo

b AN
New ey

ANTI — ASIATIC LEGISLATION INCREASES : 1902 -1914

RESULT

PASSIVE RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT
AND

GANDHI = SMUTS AGREEMENT
(SEE GANDHI DISPLAY)




PASSIVE = RESISTANCE 1913/1914

—immmmmmimamrm fet

IN 1913 GANDHI INCORPORATED THE INDENTURED AND
EX=INDENTURED INDIAN LABOURERS OF NATAL INTO THE
PASSIVE=RESISTANCE MOVEMENT . THE OBJECTIONS WERE
AIMED AT THE OBNOXIOUS ASPECTS OF ACT 22 of 1913
( THE IMMIGRANTS REGULATION ACT ).

BY THE THOUSANDS INDIAN LABOURERS THROUGHOUT
NATAL WENT ON STRIKE=== WOMEN JOINED THE STRUGGLE,

THE SOLOMON COMMISSION WAS APPOINTED TO INVES=
TIGATE AND WITH THE PASSING OF THE INDIAN
RELIEF ACT ( NO. 22/1914) :

(i) THE £ 3 TAX WAS WITHDRAWN >

(ii) INDIAN MARRIAGES WERE LEGALISED. ,
(iii) IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS WERE MORE REALISTIC,
(i: ) ALL PASSIVE RESISTERS WERE PARDONED .

THE FINAL DETAILS WERE NEGOTIATED IN WHAT 1IS
BETTER KNOWN AS THE CORRESPONDENCE ENTITLED

" THE SMUTS= GANDHI AGREEMENT w

=== Pt == p— ]
THIS WAS MERELY A TEMPORARY SOLUTION 1

=== == —rmmmiTnmee p

T0 SUM UP_1913/14 :

a) An organised march in the North ,

b) Disorganised strikes and unrest in the South ,

c) A split in the ranks of the Natal Indian Congress,

d) The formation of the Natal Indian Association ,

e) Gandhi has been ceriticised for using the labouring
classes for politieal advantage ,

f) The dispute revolved around the two leading person-
alities, Smuts and Gandhi ’

g) The movement gave Gandhi world-wide publicity and
his "South African Experience" proved the ideal
mrsery for his subsequent political career
in India .




THE TWORES
PROTAGONISTS
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GOLDEN ] Fndfan Opinion : 3 NUMBER
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. the Steam Roller explodeti.”)—Sunday Tir;nes.
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(The Elephant * sat tight”

“ The Steam Roller v. The Elephant.
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bout 5,000 persons present, mostly indentured Indian
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Mr. Gandhi ad&}e.%sing the Verulam _Férewall;Mceting'.
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GOLDEN

NUMBER

. Gandh;

addressing farewell mass meeting atl Durb

Bl
an. ,

The late Count L. N. Tolstoy,
the great Russian Passive Resister who was
one ol the foremost sources of inspiration of
the struggle and  who addressed a letter
thereon to Mr. Gandhi.
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The first Indian
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a donation from Mr.

together with the Tolstoy Farm in
uropean Gandhi

burg,

E
centres for passive resisters.

Gandhi standing outsid

Settlement,
'l

strus
newspaper.
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* special thanks to
- Dr HENNING ( DOCUMENTATION CENTRE - UDW)
- GANDHI PHOENIX SETTLEMENT
- TOMMY and BOBBY
-Mr S. S. SINGH

- HINDU STUDIES DEPT. - UDW
-HSA-UDW '

- MSRC

- HSA WORKING COMMITTEE
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Beloved
Gandhi

THELEGACY
OF GANDHI

Like all great hastorical fig-
ures, MAHATMA GANDHI
was a very controversial
man. His philisophy of life
and his religious practices
stemmed largely from Vedic
Seriptures. What s certain
18 that he moved mallions
and millions of people to act
for freedom and dignity

againts imperialism. The
main field of the Mahatma’s
actwity was politics; it 1s
here that his dedication to
freedom and justice find
their avenues of expression.

NI

Il

MAY HIS SPIRIT GUIDE US TO THE RIGHT PATH.W H'“
T T RS S e



a tribute to

HINDU STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
MEDICAL SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY OF NATAL

eoa/c/.

PROGRAMME

3 August1983(WED)  : GANDHI PHOTO EXHIBITION
BROWN COMMON ROOM
12.00 - 4.00 p.m.

4August 1983 : GANDHI
by Mr GEORGE SEWPERSADH
CHAIRMAN : NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS .

1.00p.m.
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THE DAILY NEWS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2,

The
Gandhi .
philosophy

SIR — I refer to all
those articles written
against Gandhi which
allude to, inter alia
flaws in his character
as well as his alleged
racist attitude.

While I recognise
that each of the au-
thors was entitled to
his opinion I am com-
pelled to record that
mnowhere do the apolo-
gists for Gandhi de-
clare that he was the
perfect human being
on earth.

I submit that the
title of Mahatma was
accorded to him by
virtue of the impact he
made in striving to-
wards perfection.

In so far as Gandhi
the man was con-
cerned, imperfect
though he was, his phi-
losophy has had a tre-
mendous impact felt
even to this age and it
is my belief that to ig-
nore this is criminal as
well as reckless in ex-
tremity.

Finally is it criminal

or wrong to der
spiration from any per-
son who acknowledged
the fickle might of the
oppressor and proved
the power of ahimsa
and satyagraha?
SABER AHMED
JAZBHAY
Parlock

1986



SUNDAY TRIBUNE,

REFLECTION
ON THE OCCASION OF
MAHATMA GANDHI’S BIRTHDAY
October 2, 1987

Let us

look at the face
of the poorest
most deprived

and helpless person
we can see




we can see
if the step we contemplate

is going to be

of any use to him or her.

Will he or she

be able to gain

anything by it?

Will it restore him or her
to control over

his or her life

and destiny?

In other words

will it lead to liberation and
freedom from hunger
freedom from loneliness
freedom from poverty
freedom from disease —
for the homeless

and the physically

and spiritually

starved millions

of our countrymen?

Then,
we will find our doubts
and ourselves melting away.

Adapted from the writings of M.K. Gandhi
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of our countrymen?

Then,
we will find our doubts
and ourselves melting away.

ar

Adapted from the writings of M.K. Gandhi
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* 2nd October 87 - 5.30pm: History Museum - * 4th October 87 - 2.30pm: Central Methodist
Aliwal Street, Durban, Exhibits. Church, Aliwal Street, Durban, Gandhi Cele-
s bration Lecture. Guest Speaker Mr Archie

* 3rd October 87 - 2.30pm: Pattudeen Theatre, Gumede, President U.D.F.

ABH, Arena Park, Gandhi Celebration.

* 3rd October 87 - 2.30pm: Satydeva Hall, APS,
Carlisle St., Durban Gandhi Film.

% 4th October 87 - 10.00am: Phoenix Settlement * Sth October 87 - 7.00pm: Gandhi Hall, Lorne b

* 4th October 87 - 6.00pm: G2 Methodist
Church, Kwa Mashu, Gandhi Film.

Workshop: Reconstruction. St., Durban, Gandhi Celebration.

sponsored by:
>hoenix Settlement Trust: Diakonia, Natal Organization of Women; CHAC, Natal Indian Congress, Women for Peace, Descom, Catholic Archdiocese of Durban.
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Pictures by
John Woodroof
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at Gandhi’s

place of peace

IN the past six months
an estimated 10 000
people have flocked to
live in what was once a
“place of peace” —
Gandhi’s Phoenix Set-
tlement — and the
area has been racked
by violence.

Clashes between the
longer-settled inhabitants
of Bambayi and New
Farm and those of the
newly-colonised area
known as Chencele have
left five people dead, 80
houses burnt to the
ground, and more than
250 people homeless.

The most common rea-
son advanced for the con-
flict is that of “ethnic ri-
valry” between Pondo and
Zulu-speaking people.

A visit to the area indi-
cates the potential for
‘rivalry exists without any
need for reference to
divisive ethnic or racial
stereotypes. The arrival of
10 000 people in an area
ill-equipped for any kind
of close settlement is al-
most sufficient reason in
itself. The clashes are
more a battle for ex-
tremely scarce resources
between established and
newer residents.

Natal University aca-
demics estimate unem-
ployment in Inanda is in
the region of 45 percent.
Since 1980 its population
has more than doubled
and is now well over
250 000.

0 About
700
children
attend a
school in
the
burnt-out
shell of the
Gandhi
Museum.
There is
not enough
money to
pay the
teachers,
and little:
equipment.
Bricks are
used as
desks.

Until very recently, the
approximately 30 000
people living around the
Gandhi Settlement de-
pended for their water on
one tap and a stagnant
river which was frequently
clogged with garbage.

Visi Sibisi, the unoffi-
cial “councillor” of Bam-

bayi, said the situation
had improved with the in-
stallation of six taps by
his “friends” from the
South African Defence

Force.
The Ghandi Clinic is se-

parated from the en-
croachment of daub and
wattle shacks only by a

-proudi

vegetable garden. The ma-.

tron rapidly instituted a
gardening project to
maintain a cordon be-
tween the brick-and-tile
sterility of her domain
and the advance of the
Squatter settlement,

But Mr Sibisi says
, ““we have our

clinic” — a reflection of
the fact that Gandhi’s set-
tlement, though nominally
under the control of the
Phoenix Settlement Trust,
is now effectively occu-
pied by the new order.

Mr Sibisi denied the
conflict had anything to
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B/GANDHI

Gandhi in South Africa: An Interpretation1

Andrew Nash

It is surely something of a paradox to begin a series of seminars on “Lives of
South African Philosophers™” by discussing a historical figure who was neither South
African nor, at least in the strict sense, a philosopher. But I want to argue that M. K.
Gandhi’s years in South Africa—from 1893 to 1914—and his writings of that time
provide an indispensable lens through which to view South African intellectual life
during the twentieth century.

South African intellectual life today is largely cut off from its past. It may be
orientated to a greater or lesser extent toward the problems of South African society.
But it looks elsewhere for its philosophical premises and theoretical perspectives—
above all to the advanced capitalist societies of Western Europe and North America,
with their long-established traditions and well-resourced academic systems.

This is a familiar pattern in colonial and post-colonial societies; a pattern now
being given a new twist in South Africa. As intellectual life becomes increasingly
specialized and confined to the universities, so the universities are increasingly
integrated into the global marketplace, with academics required to orientate their work
toward publication in international journals, and the like. That which is distinctive
about South African intellectual life over the past century is disappearing before it has
been grasped and articulated.

What is distinctive about South African intellectual life is not so much the
originality of its philosophical arguments or the influence of its doctrines, but rather
the ways in which they have developed in relation to a conflict-ridden history in
which philosophical argument has been an embattled and often costly vocation. The
ideal of unity of life and thought has been more pressing here than in more stable
societies and also harder to achieve.

In this context a distinctive form of philosophical project has provided a way
of living out a philosophical vocation.” This project has been shared by individuals of
diverse philosophical and political persuasions. In this series I’ll try to show a similar
form in the work of an activist for Indian rights and proponent of nonviolence
(Gandhi), an Afrikaner nationalist opponent of imperialism drawing on the
philosophy of pragmatism (Tobie Muller), a founder of the ANC Youth League and
the leading theorist of Africanism in South Africa (Anton Lembede), a liberal
opponent of apartheid working in the idiom of analytical philosophy (Daantjie
Oosthuizen), and a Marxist academic much influenced by existentialism (Richard
Turner).

The thought of these individuals has in common the rough form: It begins with
a critique of the dominant philosophy of history they have encountered as an
oppressive force in their context. In developing this critique, they put forward an
alternative perspective on the world-historical process that provides a rudimentary
philosophy of history with an emancipatory thrust. Finally, they use that philosophy

1 Paper for seminar of Department of Philosophy, Rhodes University, August 3, 2004;
seminar of Department of History, University of KwaZulu-Natal, August 11, 2004.

2 To say that this project is distinctive is not to say that it is unique, nor that it occurs
nowhere outside South Africa. However, I do not know of another historical context in which
a similar form of philosophical project is as clearly characteristic. ' DOCUMENTATION CE .
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of history as a basis on which to establish an ethics capable of being embodied in an
individual life and of providing a larger social and political horizon. In each case they
themselves lived out their ideas with unusual integrity, sometimes at the cost of their
lives. Three of the five died in their thirties; two died by the assassin’s bullet.

This form is in some ways closer to the classical concept1on of philosophy
than it is to the conventions of contemporary academic life.® But at the same time—in
these South African versions—it is a distinctly modernized version of the classical
idea of philosophy as an ethical vocation.

Among them, as in all matters of living by your ideas, none was as extreme
and relentless as Gandhi. Because the events of his life are so well-known, and
because this seminar series begins with him, I will concentrate mainly on his
writings—and one text in particular, Hind Swaraj. In this way, I hope to set out in
more conceptual terms the form of project that provides the theme of my narrative.

11

For many decades the vast literature on Gandhi focused on his years as an
Indian political leader and treated his twenty-one formative years in South Africa as
so much colorful background. Judith Brown’s biography, Gandhi: Prisoner of Hope
(1989) played an important role in changing this image of Gandhi’s South African
years. Brown argued that, for Gandhi, “the South African experience was a rich and
formative one, molding him into a very special kind of public ﬁgure far greater in
range and experience than most [Indian] politicians of his day. >* In her biography,
Brown concentrates mainly on the ethnic, religious, and class diversity of Gandhi’s
South African constituency, and also on the complex divisions of the larger South
African society in which he had to seek alliances and form strategies.

In a subsequent essay Brown argued more emphatically that in crucial ways
“South Africa made the Indian Gandhi.” South African conditions allowed Gandhi to
develop in the way he did, and Indian conditions could not have, she argues. Gandhi
could not have risen to political prominence in India without patronage, family
connections, great wealth, or professional prestige. He could not have done so without
aligning himself in some way within India’s religious divisions—above all, those
between Hindu and Muslim. In the small and heterogeneous Indian community in
South Africa he was able to take on the role of the spiritual teacher and political
leader at the same time and effectively integrate them. In India it would have been far
harder to turn the shame of arrest, imprisonment and conviction in the courts into a
badge of honor. Finally, the ideological construct of the equality of all subjects of the
British empire, which functioned in India largely as a means of co-option and control,
was available in South Africa, where there was less need for co-option and cruder
methods of state control, as a basis for mobilization.

Out of his at first scattered responses to these conditions came the fusion that
was Gandhi’s unique voice. Whether or not we accept that the same trajectory could

3 Cf. Pierre Hadot, What is Ancient Philosophy? (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press, 2002).
4 Judith Brown, Gandhi:Prisoner of Hope (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989), p. 57.

5 Judith Brown, “The Making of a Critical Outsider,” in Judith M. Brown and Martin
Prozesky, ed., Gandhi and South Africa (Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal Press, 1996),

p. 22.



not have been followed in India (when Gandhi first appeared in an Indian law-court,
he was literally speechless), we can recognize in them conditions that apply in varying
degrees to many other South Africans. Gandhi’s legacy is more conspicuous in such
contexts as the passive resistance campaign of the 1950s or in acts of defiance of
unjust laws under apartheid. But it is not the only place in which it is felt.

III

Gandhi’s major philosophical text Hind Swaraj—written while he was
returning by sea from an unsuccessful attempt to petition the British government to
intervene on behalf of South African Indians—Ilists the authors whose work has most
influenced him. “I have but humbly endeavoured to follow Tolstoy, Ruskin, Thoreau,
Emerson and other writers, besides the masters of Indian philosophy.”6

Even if we take him at his word, we have to recognize that he followed their
thought in response to very different conditions from those of his masters. He
responded to different issues. His list does not give us a clear idea of the philosophical
perspective that he sought to criticize or develop by drawing on these authors.

Hind Swaraj, like Gandhi’s other South African writings, was largely a
response to racial domination and its accumulated burdens. Whether implicitly or
explicitly, Gandhi was addressing a peculiar combination of ideas of race and
freedom.

Systematic ideologies of race emerged for the first time with the expansion of
Europe. Their earliest versions allowed for the recognition of the humanity of black
people. Thus, Oliver Cox quotes Gomes Eannes de Azurara’s Discovery and
Conguest of Guinea on the killing and capturing of infidels: “Though their bodies
were now brought into subjection, that was a small matter in comparison to their
souls, which would now possess true freedom for evermore.”’ As European political
thought became more secular, so the justification of slavery increasingly required the
exclusion of the enslaved from the realm of humanity. The basic dilemma which
racial domination created for bourgeois political thought in the era of slavery is well-
captured in Francis Hutcheson’s System of Moral Philosophy (1755), which
condemns slavery as a violation of the principle that “each man is the natural
proprietor of his own liberty” while at the same time defending the rights of property
of the slave-owner.®

The idea that secular freedom was attainable by Africans and Asians—
previously excluded from it by nature or history—emerged in response to the
struggles of Africans and Asians against colonial domination. But it was for a
considerable time a distinctively Western idea, drawing on Christian ideas of the
value of the individual, early bourgeois ideas of the transition from a “state of nature”
to civil society; the idea of progress which informed industrial capitalism, and all
manner of racial stereotypes.

6 M.K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and other writings, ed. Anthony J. Parel (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997), p. 6.

" H.M. Hunter and S.Y. Abrahams, ed., Race, Class and the World System: The Sociology of
Oliver Cox (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1987), p. 51.

8 Quoted in Robin Blackburn, The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery 1776-1848 (London: Verso,
1988), pp. 48-9.



The historical juncture at which these diverse sources coalesce, and this idea is
most clearly embodied in Western political practice, was the aftermath of the Indian
Mutiny of 1857. Queen Victoria’s proclamation of November 1858 ended the rule of
the English East India Company and made India part of the British Empire. It enacted
“that so far as may be, our subjects, of whatever race and creed, be freely and
impartially admitted to offices in our service, the duties of which they may be
qualified by their education, ability and integrity, duly to discharge.” This formula
located the freedom to which Indians could aspire within the restrictive context of
service to the deeply-racialized cause of British imperialism, and set British norms of
“education, ability and integrity” as the precondition for that freedom. It provided the
framework within which Joseph Chamberlain, as colonial secretary at the end of the
century, could defend “the traditions of the Empire which makes no distinction in
favour of or against race or colour.”™

A specific philosophy of history was central to this interpretation of the
capacity of non-Europeans for freedom. Its central metaphor is set out in the classic
text of modern liberalism—John Stuart Mill’s On Liberty (1859)—in order to explain
the exclusion of two categories of people from the principles of liberty which he
defends: His doctrine applies, according to Mill, “only to human beings in the
maturity of their faculties,” and specifically excludes “children, or young persons
below the age which the law may fix as that of manhood or womanhood . . . who are
still in a state to require being taken care of by others,” and “those backward states of
society in which the race itself may be considered as in its nonage.” For “despotism
is a legitimate mode of government in dealing with barbarians, provided the end be
their improvement, and the means justified by actually effecting that end.”"!

Just as children are excluded from the realm of freedom until they have
reached maturity (or at least a legally-fixed age), so entire societies are excluded from
that realm while their “improvement” is undertaken by those who have already
reached historical maturity. Until that has happened, they do not have the knowledge
to achieve that condition for themselves. “The real causes which determine the
prosperity or wretchedness, the improvement or deterioration, of the Hindoos are too
far off to be within their ken,” Mill writes in Representative Government (1861).
“They have not the knowledge necessary for suspecting the existence of those causes,
much less for judging of their operation.”12

All the many fallacies contained in theories of the “child races” rested on this
complex of ideas: that historical progress followed a gradually ascending line through
the centuries, from Greece and Rome to modern Europe; that each “race” had to make
its way along that line at whatever pace it was able, although allowance might be
made for exceptional individuals who surpassed the racial norm; that freedom could
only be achieved through this linear ascent; and that until the “backward” (or less
“civilized”) races were ready for freedom they should remain under the guardianship

Y R.E. Huttenback, “Indians in South Africa, 1860-1914: The British Imperial Philosophy on
Trial,” English Historical Review 81:319 (April 1966), pp. 273, 279.

10 Huttenback, “Indians in South Africa, 1860-1914,” p. 279.

W 1S, Mill, Utilitarianism, Liberty, Representative Government, ed. H.B. Acton (London:
J.M. Dent, 1972), p. 73.

12 Mill, Utilitarianism, Liberty, Representative Government, p. 384.



of the “advanced” (or more “civilized”). This might be described as the linear idea of
racial freedom.

v

I want to digress briefly in order to point out that it would be mistaken to see
Mill’s argument as an unfortunate accretion—a concession to the prejudices of the
Victorian age—that could in time be removed from the essential principles of
liberalism without affecting their character. Liberalism is in large measure a
theorization of the freedom that is made possible in the context of capitalism, and
liberal acquiescence in racial domination is most clearly seen in this light. At certain
stages in its development, either in a specific national context or globally, capitalism
requires coercion in order to create a class that depends on the sale of its labour in
order to survive. Race often provides a basis for such coercion, whether in the form of
slavery or proletarianization. However, to the extent that capitalism establishes the
political and economic conditions for its own further development, it becomes
possible for it to do away with extra-economic forms of coercion, and rely mainly on
the “free” and “equal” contract between capitalist and wage-labourer in order to
perpetuate itself. In this context, liberalism can dissociate itself from racial
domination to the extent that capitalism has established itself securely in a given
context. The precise moment at which this happens is itself a question on which
disagreement and debate within the ruling class are often likely.

Indeed, even those seeking the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism initially
conceived of it within the context of a linear view of history that overlapped on
crucial points with that of Mill. For Marx, Indian history “is but the history of the
successive intruders who founded their empires on the passive basis of that
unresisting and unchanging society.” Their domination and exploitation can be ended
only by revolution in the capitalist West: “Then only will human progress cease to
resemble that hideous pagan idol, who would not drink the nectar but from the skulls
of the slain.”"?

This conception found formal expression in the doctrine of trusteeship: a
doctrine to which Gandhi at one stage gave his support. The Treaty of Versailles
provided in 1918 that the “backward peoples” in the former German colonies, who
were “not yet able to stand by themselves,” were to be treated as a “sacred trust of
civilization.”! But this linear conception of racial freedom was also the starting point
for the struggle against racial domination in the colonial world.

This was clearly true for the small educated elites, who sought not so much to
challenge racial domination itself as to overcome racial barriers to taking up their
rightful places within the hierarchy of class society. But it was true as well for those
who sought to challenge the global order of racial domination at a more fundamental
level. Indeed, it often happened that the more fundamental challenge to racial
domination grew out of the frustrated ambitions of a small elite, and never altogether
shook off its origins. This is evident in Gandhi’s political thought.

B Karl Marx, “The Future Results of British Rule in India,” in Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, On Colonialism (London: Lawrence & Wishart, 1959), pp. 81, 87; cf. Michael Lowy,
The Politics of Combined and Uneven Development (London: Verso, 1981), pp. 1-29.

“ R F. Alfred Hoernle, South African Native Policy and the Liberal Spirit (Johannesburg:
Witwatersrand University Press, 1945), p. 57.
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Gandhi’s political activism began in South Africa in 1894, and was for many years
premised on his loyalty to the British Empire.15 It was only in the struggle against the
Asiatic Laws Amendment Ordinance of 1906, requiring that Indians in the Transvaal
register as residents and produce their certificate of registration on demand, that
Gandhi developed the strategy of nonviolent resistance that came to be known as
satyagraha. His account of this development shows how Gandhi both depended on
the linear conception of freedom, and at the same time contested its criteria for
measuring advancement along its path.

Gandhi describes the draft ordinance as an attempt to lower the prestige of the
Indian community, where registration by mutual consent would have increased it. It
sought to “humiliate not only ourselves but also the motherland.”'® He protests that he
has “never known legislation of this nature being directed against free men in any part
of the world.” He knows that “indentured Indians in Natal are subject to a drastic
system of passes, but these poor fellows can hardly be classed as free men.” Their
oppression is anyway “a mere fleabite” compared to the potential losses faced by
wealthy traders, who could be faced with “utter ruin in virtue of the Ordinance” (p.
137).

This sense of the prestige and honor of “free men” being attacked animated
Indian resistance to the measures. This resistance was led initially by the merchant
class with whom Gandhi had long been associated. In the years from 1907 to 1909—
as Maureen Swan has shown—Gandhi became increasingly less dependent on the
support of merchants and traders until he finally turned from them and sought support
among the poor instead.!” But the vocabulary of satyagraha was drawn at the outset
from this defence of prestige and honor—informed, if not necessarily determined, by
factors of class.

Gandhi’s proposal to the Transvaal protest meeting of 1906 was centrally
concerned with the maintenance of prestige. The meeting decided that rather than
submit to the Ordinance, they would suffer the penalties of defying it—including
prison, loss of property and deportation. One of the older members of the Indian
community proposed that this resolution be accompanied by an oath taken in the
name of God. The metaphor of “manhood” is central to Gandhi’s explanation of the
significance of this step to the meeting: “A man, who deliberately and intelligently
takes a pledge and then breaks it, forfeits his manhood”; no one there “can be classed
as an infant or as wanting in understanding”; all are “well advanced in age and have
seen the world.” None can say, “he did not know what he is about when he took the
oath” (pp. 143-4).

This idea of demonstrating a degree of manhood that is denied by the
oppressor through willing acceptance of suffering is central also to the question of

15 Cf. J.H. Stone, “M.K. Gandhi: Some Experiments with Truth,” Journal of Southern African
Studies, vol. 16, no. 4 (December 1990), pp. 721-40.

16 M.K. Gandhi, Satyagraha in South Africa, in S. Narayan, ed., Selected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi (Ahmedabad: Navajivan Publishing House, 1968), vol. 3, p. 138. Further references
are given in brackets in the text.

17 Maureen Swan, Gandhi: The South African Experience (Johannesburg: Ravan Press,
1985), pp. 137-90, especially pp. 144, 167.



how this strategy is to be named. When a sympathetic commentator describes it as
“passive resistance, which is a weapon of the weak” (pp. 152-3), Gandhi immediately
responds: “If we continue to believe ourselves and let others believe that we are weak
and helpless and therefore offer passive resistance, our resistance would never make
us strong.” In contrast, by “fostering the idea of strength, we grow stronger and
stronger every day” (p. 156). In this sense, satyagraha was not simply a means of
demonstrating the moral capacity of the oppressed, but also a means of increasing that
capacity in order genuinely to eamn the rewards of their “civilization.”

It was essential to Gandhi’s strategy that it should not be merely a strategy for
winning political gains, but also a moral affirmation of the capacity and willingness of
the oppressed to take on the larger civilizational task ascribed to them by the linear
conception of racial freedom. Inevitably, this produced an ambiguous relationship to
the very idea of civilization.

VI

A few years later, Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj articulated more fully his conception
of civilization. Hind Swaraj has been described, in the recent scholarly edition, as
“Gandhi’s seminal work . . . the seed from which the tree of Gandhian thought has
grown to its full stature . . . the norm by which to assess the theoretical significance of
his other writings.”'® It is certainly a rich and multifarious text: a dialogue between
“editor” (Gandhi) and “reader” (a composite of the Indian anarchist groups he had
encountered in London in 1909) on the nature of freedom for India. The term swaraj
is itself ambiguous, referring both to the constitutional domain of “home-rule” and the
spiritual goal of self-mastery. Gandhi exploits this ambiguity to argue against the
violent overthrow of British rule in India which, he says, will result in “English rule
without the Englishman” (p. 28).19 Instead he argues that a more fundamental moral
transformation of Indian life is necessary, which can be undertaken through
satyagraha, which in turn will make British rule impossible and establish true
freedom in India.

Gandhi’s argument rests on a contrast between “modern civilization,” on the
one hand, and “true civilization,” on the other. Modern civilization, according to
Gandhi, makes “bodily welfare the object of life” (p. 35). Its technological advances
are made at the expense of any underlying moral or political purpose. Gandhi is
especially scathing about the British “Mother of Parliaments,” which is “like a sterile
woman and a prostitute” (p. 30). It produces nothing lasting and final, is always
subject to new pressures, its members are hypocritical and selfish and guided by
short-term advantage. Turning the metaphor of historical maturity around, Gandhi
asks of parliamentary government in Britain: “if it has remained a baby after an
existence of seven hundred years, when will it outgrow its babyhood” (p. 32). By
contrast, true civilization is “that mode of conduct which points out to man the path of
duty” (p. 67), and that path does not change with the pressures of the moment: “India
remains unmovable, and that is her glory” (p.66). Gandhi calls upon Indians to return

18 Anthony J. Parel, “Editor’s Introduction,” in M.K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and other
writings (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), p. xiii.

Y M.K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and other writings, ed. Anthony J. Parel (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997), p. 28. Further references are given in brackets in the text.



to the ancient simplicity of the village, to the spinning-wheel and the hand-loom, and
the unity of rich and poor (p. 109). ‘

In this vein, he develops a sweeping critique of the characteristic institutions
of modernity, summed up in this indictment: “Railways, lawyers and doctors have
impoverished the country, so much so that, if we do not wake up in time, we shall be
ruined” (pp. 47). Railways cause people to “rush from place to place,” whereas “man
is so made by nature as to require him to restrict his movements as far as his hands
and feet will take him” (p. 51; this was written while travelling by ship from London
to South Africa). Lawyers “advance quarrels, instead of suppressing them” (p. 59).
Hospitals are “institutions for propagating sin” (p. 63), encouraging people to neglect
their health in the illusion that medical science can cure their illnesses.

Hind Swaraj is an amalgam of linear and cyclical views of history: calling for
a return to an ancient and immovable past, ridding that past of its “backward”
elements (untouchability, poor sanitation, etc), and motivating the call by the principle
that “no nation has risen without suffering” (p. 118). Much of its argument can be
interpreted as a kind of protest against the British betrayal of their own ideal of
“civilization.” Rather than abandoning the ideal, Gandhi relocates it where it is
inviolable, in the Indian past. In this conception of world history, India comes to
represent moral progress, which is real progress, through its refusal of economic
progress as a social goal (pp. 156-63).

Gandhi continued to stand by the arguments of Hind Swaraj until the end of
his life, to the bemusement of his younger comrade, Jawaharlal Nehru.?® In his
famous “Quit India” speech of 1942, he contrasted his idea of freedom with that of the
modern West: “I do not regard England, or for that matter America, as free countries.
They are free after their own fashion, free to hold in bondage the colored races of the
earth. . . . You shall not limit my concept of freedom. . . . If they will know the real
freedom they should come to India” (p. 185).

Long before then, he had accepted that India was “not ripe” for the swaraj
which he upheld, that this was a goal towards which he strived as an individual, while
his “corporate activity is devoted to the attainment of Parliamentary Swaraj in
accordance with the wishes of the people of India.”*! The idea of parliamentary
swaraj is, however, a denial of the entire argument of Hind Swaraj, which indicts
British parliamentary government precisely for the systematic hypocrisy it produces,
and its erosion of moral self-mastery. By the time of Indian independence, Gandhi
had made himself into a unifying symbol of tradition and modernity, and effectively
abandoned the quest for that unification to take place within society.

VII

Hind Swaraj provides no more than a rough sketch of a philosophy of history,
and I have outlined only its main tendency. But Gandhi did enough to distinguish his
position clearly from that of the philosophy of history that justified colonialism and
racial domination.

20 Gandhi-Nehru letters, in Parel, ed., Hind Swaraj, pp. 149-55.

21 Gandhi, “A Word of Explanation” (1921) in Selected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, vol. 4, p.
96.



For Gandhi, developing an alternative philosophy of history was never an end
in itself. The purpose of his thought was always to be found in action. His philosophy
of history was developed primarily as a basis on which a distinctive conception of
ethics could be established—an ethics that was at the same time a practice of politics,
as for Gandhi these two fields were completely unified. The task of the satyagrahi
was to act in accordance with this understanding of the historical process.

A brief account of some features of the ethics that results will enable me to
return to the larger argument of this paper concerning the distinctive form taken by
philosophy in South Africa.

1. As already noted, Gandhian ethics insisted on nonviolence, in political and
personal relations alike. Satyagraha is described as “a method of securing rights by
personal suffering; it is the reverse of resistance by arms” (p. 90). This is the essential
premise of all that follows.

2. This commitment to nonviolence is supported by a rejection of any moral
calculus that justified specific actions by the end s they achieved. The editor tells the
reader in Hind Swaraj, “It is perfectly true that [the English] used brute force, and that
it is possible for us to do likewise, but, by using similar means we can only get the
same thing they got. You will admit that we do not want that. Your belief that there is
no connection between the means and the end is a great mistake. . . . The means may
be likened to a seed, and the end to a tree; and there is just the same inviolable
connection between the means and the end as there is between the seed and the tree”
(p. 81). This rejection rests partly on Gandhi’s conception of the ends of political
action as the transformation of the agent, rather than any external goal.

3. The element which makes Gandhian nonviolence different from other
conceptions of pacifism or civil disobedience, is its insistence both that non-violent
resistance be guided by inner conscience, and at the same time that it acknowledge the
limits of that conscience—that is, that the satyagrahi might be making a mistake, or
acting for an unjust rather than a just cause. “It is a bad habit to say that another
man’s thoughts are bad and only ours are good, and that those holding different views
from ours are the enemies of the country” (p. 17).

Also, if nonviolent resistance is used in a cause that is unjust “only the person
using it suffers. He does not make others suffer for his mistakes. Men have before
now done many things which were subsequently found to have been wrong. No man
can claim to be absolutely in the right, or that a particular thing is wrong, because he
thinks so, but it is wrong for him so long as that is his deliberate judgement” (p. 91).

4. To some extent Gandhi’s argument on the fallibility of our opinions
resembles that of classical liberalism—for example, that of Mill’s On Liberty. Akeel
Bilgrami has explored this resemblance in an illuminating recent account of Gandhi’s
thought that brings the difference between Gandhi’s perspective and that of liberalism
clearly to the fore.

Bilgrami argues that Gandhi denies the entire western tradition according to
which a moral principle must either be followed or its violation subjected to criticism.
Put differently, he understands the universality of moral acts in a different way. “He
too wants one’s acts of conscience to have a universal relevance, so he too thinks he
choose for everyone, but he does not see that as meaning that one generates a
principle or imperative for everyone. . . . In Gandhi’s writings there is an implicit but
bold proposal: ‘“When one chooses for oneself, one sets an example to everyone.” That
is the role of the satyagrahi. To lead exemplary lives, to set examples to everyone by



their actions. And the concept of the exemplar is intended to provide a wholesale
alternative to the concept of principle in moral philosophy.” 22

This captures a central element of what [ had in mind in talking, at the
beginning of this paper, about the distinctive form of philosophical project in South
Africa reasoning from a critique of the dominant philosophy of history to an
embodied ethics—that is, an ethics that is lived out by the individual thinker, rather
than being a matter of abstract argument. Such an ethics is intended to provide a basis
for political action and to prefigure the society that 2 movement seeks to bring into
being, rather than being addressed to a philosophical community. Put differently,
philosophy has only taken on a truly distinctive form in South Africa insofar as it has
been practised in organic connection with larger social movements, rather than seeing
its tasks in purely academic terms.

5. Gandhi departs most fully from the characteristic features of this
philosophical project in seeking to provide a detailed set of rules and guidelines for
individual and community life that make satyagraha possible. His starting point is
that “nature has implanted in the human breast the ability to cope with any difficulty
or suffering that may come to man unprovoked” (p. 98). The fully prepared
satyagrahi, then, unlike the rest of us, finds it easy and natural to submit without fear
or resentment to suffering in a just cause.

But for this the right preparation is needed: “After a great deal of experience,”
Gandhi writes, “it seems to me that those who want to become passive resisters for the
service of their country have to observe perfect chastity, adopt poverty, follow truth,
and cultivate fearlessness” (p. 96). Already at Phoenix settlement and Tolstoy Farm
he had begun to formulate rules of dress, diet, hygiene and the like that he would
continue to elaborate throughout his life and which he saw as an essential part of his
experiments with truth.

This aspect of Gandhi’s ethics also reveals the limitations of the form of
embodied ethics he upheld. For in Gandhi’s life and thought, his embodiment of
ethics was so singular as to depart from the political or to create a political cult.

One of his personal assistants commented to Ved Mehta that it cost huge
amounts of money to keep the Mahatma in a condition of poverty 3 It was not
poverty itself—the simple diet, homespun khadi, mud hut, or traditional methods of
keeping clean—that was so expensive. What required constant funding from wealthy
benefactors was ensuring that his poverty was conspicuous, emblematic, and open to
outsiders who wished to share in it. A political strategy of inner moral transformation
requires diverse means of signaling that transformation to its constituents. Gandhi
embodied that transformation and his body was its icon. Without him, it is hard to see
how the gap between individual and collective action was to be bridged.

22 Akeel Bilgrami, “Gandhi’s Integrity: The Philosophy Behind the Politics,” Postcolonial

Studies 5: 1 (2002), p. 86
23 Ved Mehta, Mahatma Gandhi and His Apostles (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1977), page reference and exact quotation to follow.
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Gandhi on Trusteeship:

A Transforming Ethic
by: Godric Bader

Godric Bader is Life President of Scott Bader Company, Wellingborough,
England. He is the son of Ernest Bader, who founded Scott Bader CO. Ltd. in London in
1920. In 1951 it became on of the few business examples of Gandhi’s Trusteeship
principle in action. Godric has worked for Scott Bader since 1945, co-founding the
Commonwealth that holds in trusteeship this unique corporation. He is a Quaker,
educated at the Friends School, Saffron Walden and Queen Mary College, London
(evacuated to Kings College, Cambridge, 1943). This article is adapted from a chapter
in Gandhi and the Contemporary World, to be published by the Indo-British Historical
Society, London 1996. [Editor’s note: Scott Bader Ltd. was described in Perspectives,
Vol. 7 No. 3.] The following article is taken from, “World Business Acadamy
Perspectives”, Barrett-Korhler Publishers, Vol. 9, No. 4, 1995.

It is not widely appreciated that Gandhi’s basic commitment to nonviolence, for
which he is probably best know, extended well beyond direct conflict resolution to the
very root causes of violence that are inherent and endemic in our present economic,
social, and industrial systems. He explains this commitment as Ahimsa (non-injury in
thought, work, and deed to all forms of life, including nonviolation of another person’s
essence) together with Satayagraha (militant action with concern for the opponent;
truth-force; life force). It consists not only in noncooperating with the social evil, but also
in preparing others for that noncooperation, and above all, in effecting a change in the
hearts of individuals responsible for that evil. This commitment goes much deeper than
just being nonviolent in the sense of pacifism; it sees that war cannot be avoided so long
as the seeds of it remain in the human breast and grow and develop in social, political,
and economic life.

“Mohandas K. Gandhi sought first to change India, and then through her the
world, so that humankind may attain a collective liberation from injustice, inequality,
exploitation and war.”! Gandhi believed change should and would be brought about
through the application of his concept of Trusteeship. “Change” is actually much too
mild a word for Gandhi’s goals; “transformation” is a better word. Gandhi sought to
bring about fundamental change by transforming consciousness, changing mind-sets, and
raising human awareness.

Trusteeship essentially means having faith and confidence in a process of taking
responsibility for assets and social values, and administering their rightful and creative
usage for the benefit of others--now, and in coming generations.

Our need for such a transforming ethic as Trusteeship has old roots. The splitting
away of economics from moral philosophy was part of the secularization of values that
took place at the end of the Middle Ages. The consequent study of economics quite

1M.M.C.” Sarvodaya. September 1994. p. 40.
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separately from its original ethical grounding eventually resulted in both capitalist and
Marxist economists propounding the existence of immutable scientific economic laws
and concepts. We all now live in collapsing ecological and socio-economic systems
based on developments since the Industrial Revolution that were motivated largely by
gain and power, so it is not surprising that such systems are unable to reflect or sustain
our true needs--purpose and identity.

For our further evolution we have an essential need to release the Divine spirit and
purpose. Gandhi yearned to provide an environment in which this could be achieved.
Influenced by his time and education in the U.K., he gradually developed his ideas on
Trusteeship. The primary inspiration for this concept was the unfailing source to which
his inner spirituality continually led him back, namely, the Bhagavad Gita. He
understood the Gita teaching of nonpossession to mean that those who desire salvation
should act like the trustee who, though having control over great possessions, “regards
not an iota of them as his own.” He was undoubtedly also influenced by his study of
British jurisprudence, and by the Christian ethic of stewardship.

Gandhi’s understanding of Trusteeship is basically a principle of economic
conscience, a dynamic model of the concept of economic organization and moral
imperatives. Yet Gandhi was no economic determinist--indeed he was opposed to
determinism of all kinds. His Trusteeship does not pretend to provide a prescription of
giving the fullest release of human energy in the economic system, nor is it a concrete
analysis aiming at optimum economic and social organization, as Marxism and systems
of state control, or capitalism, claim to do.

Gandhi felt that his concept of Trusteeship has the sanction of philosophy and
religion behind it, that “will survive all other theories™ because “no other theory is
compatible with Truth and Nonviolence.” I see Trusteeship through Gandhi’s eyes, as
having the greatest ultimate strength and power, because, through its basic spiritual truth,
it is able to regenerate such moral and spiritual energy that it will eventually overtake
capitalism, socialism, and even such recent developments as “socially responsible
capitalism” and ‘““democratic socialism” (both of which are now adopting elements of
Trusteeship).

J.D. Sethi wrote, “Trusteeship has been considered the most original of all
Gandhi’s ideas and concepts. It was also the most tentative since he did not have time to
experiment with it on a scale that would match the grandeur of the concept. He did not
have time enough even to define it precisely, not to speak of spelling out its full
implication in concrete terms. Nevertheless he was laying firmly the principle for
achieving something very big, namely, a comprehensive system that could replace both
exploitative capitalism and bureaucratic statism.

“Trusteeship rejects both the capitalist and communist systems as practiced today,
along with their respective ideologies. It is firmly based on participatory democracy.
Trusteeship is a fraternal partnership between all factors of production, with the aim of
achieving larger social benefit rather than working toward a narrow economic objective
such as profit.”?

2].D. Sethi, The Awakening, journal of Lok Sevak Sangh, Vol. 1. No. 2, November 1978.



One of the more significant attempts to promote Trusteeship was the launching of
the Trusteeship Foundation in Bombay in early 1973, through the inspiration of
Jayaprakash Narayan. “J.P.” was a very influential, revered figure throughout India.
Originally, a Marxist, he had been convinced by Gandhi to support his views, as a result
of which he was jailed by the British. He later worked in Congress with Nehru, and was
urged to run for President, but declined; he was later “detained” in house arrest by Indira
Gandhi, illustrating how threatening these ideas can appear to the establishment. The
principle objective of the Trusteeship Foundation is to propagate the concept and ideal of
Trusteeship as advocated by Gandhi. Over the years since its founding, many eminent
economists, industrialists, trades union leaders, social workers, and professionals have
been associated with the work of this Foundation.

Gandhi is quoted in one of the Trusteeship Foundation publications, “Humanized
Society Through Trusteeship,” as saying that everything belongs to God and is from God;
therefore it is for His people as a whole and not for a particular individual. When an
individual has more than his or her proportionate share, he or she becomes a Trustee of
that portion for God’s people.

Gandhi anticipated that his ideas would be scorned after his death, but predicted
that they would be resurrected and seen to be relevant within a few decades. Following
independence the forces of the old mindsets rejected and scomed the principles of
Trusteeship and Gandhi’s hopes of decentralization and restoration of village life. Nehru
indeed found these concepts practically and politically impossible to follow. They were
finally lost almost entirely through India’s adoption of Western industrial practices.

The Trusteeship Foundation organized an international conference in 1979, which
resulted in a smaller number of industrial companies endeavoring to live out the
Trusteeship concepts. In 1985 a special issue of the magazine Gandhi Marg was totally
devoted to reporting a three-day seminar on Trusteeship held at the Gandhi Peace
Foundation. Commenting on India’s mixed economy model of that time, the introduction
states: “The Seminar examined at great lengths the philosophical, ideological, and
theoretical aspects of Trusteeship as propounded by Gandhi and his colleagues and
comrades... [It] threw up a lot of questions and doubts about the practicality of the idea of
Trusteeship...Jt was not left to others to answer them...without losing faith in the idea
itself. This is characteristically a Gandhian way of analyzing problems...The overall
Gandhian approach is that whatever is good does not have to wait. One step at a time 1s
good enough. If taken by a large number of people it can have great impact...Somebody
has to [start. It can be] an individual,...a home, a school, a farm, an ashram,
etc,...strengthening [and democratizing] cooperatives, [or new industrial] management
techniques and reforms. Those who believe in Trusteeship have a responsibility 1o
identify the reforms which may ultimately help the transformation of the existing system
towards a new one.” (My italics)

These last two sentences are particularly interesting in that they presage the
recognition by such organizations as the World Business Academy and the Social
Venture Network of the ability of the business sector to transform the existing system.
The World Business Academy takes as its mission to encourage the apparent paradigm
shift away from a socio-economic system that takes little account of the people trapped
within it, toward a caring, viable, economic, value-driven global society. Its fellow



organizations the Social Venture Network and Businesses for Social Responsibility work
at a more immediate level, but with similar long-term objectives.

Gandhi’s Trusteeship concept also foreshadowed another current concern of
companies, that of social accountability. More and more companies are recognizing the
need for some kind of social auditing.> One of the Gandhi Peace Foundation publications
makes it clear that the Trusteeship concept in fact requires such practices: “Along with
this widening participation, another reform needed is the social accountability of the
enterprise. The business community has resisted outside inspection but it can no longer
escape the challenge of finding a way for establishing and accepting their responsibility to
the society as consumers. Otherwise the society can take them over through the state or
some other coercive mechanism. Some kind of social auditing is necessary. This will
require a large number of honest, dedicated, and competent technical people. This too is
not an easy exercise, but once begun, it can generate its own momentum, given the
purpose. It is dangerous to believe that there are not enough honest men in society.”
Society is unlikely now to “take them over,” but there are increasingly coercive legal
requirements and “regulators” to curb exploitative practices.

In Gandhi’s mind, what he called Basic Education was an absolute prerequisite of
Trusteeship. By Basic Education Gandhi meant a way of life, a method of learning and
living, an art that is to be practiced throughout life. “Workers have to be educated not
only about others but about themselves and their trade unions. Without proper
education... their participation in management and ownership can become a source of
corruption and greed, and [they can] be easily manipulated. Trade union leaders who
have developed vested interests in the existing system are bound to resist reforms. That is
no reason for postponing the training. Reforms will ultimately come only through the
growing consciousness of the workers. If the so-called proletarian consciousness has not
developed anywhere according to the Marxist model, it is because the proletariat has not
been educated about their responsibility as a class to society and the need to resist vested
interests within their own ranks and leaders.”

Summing up this need for in-depth, if not “soul-force™ education of those with
responsibilities over the workforce and the trades union, Sethi continues, “The producers,
those who analyze the economic situation (i.e., the economists), those who make policies
(directors, managers, pension fund managers, investment/shareholder groups, etc.), and
bureaucrats, all have to listen to the voice of the conscience before their self-interest.
That is why it was said that the Trusteeship has to be a Satyagraha, or a movement
towards invoking the conscience of all those who are involved in the system.”

It may not be obvious how Trusteeship could be applied in rural societies. Sethi
again: “Gandhi had made it absolutely clear that Trusteeship was a principle of universal
application. The commune system of China was in a sense an example of Trusteeship.
However, because it was within a dictatorial political system and lacked the voluntary
component, it lost its political force as it became an instrument in the hands of the leaders

3 Editor’s note: See, for example, Peter Pruzen, “The Ethical Accounting Statement,”
Perspectives, Vol. 9, No. 2, pp 7-16.

4 From the Gandhi Peace Foundation Introduction quoted above.

5 Sethi, op. cit.



who held the political monopoly and power. [A similar thing happened in Yugoslavia.]
The principle of cooperative farming as against collective farming is... nearest to
Trusteeship. Another important principle of Trusteeship is to organize and make the rural
society responsible for health, education, and sanitation for which in many localities, no
one seems responsible today.”

There are many possible manifestations of the Trusteeship principle, both in
organizations and communities. Any of these experiments can be started at any place and
at any time. The work in particular of the Intermediate Technology Development Group
and the Plunkett Foundation (an agricultural cooperative movement started by Sir Horace
Plunkett over 70 years ago) has taken this direction, incorporating a more holistic concem
for the land.

The formation of the Scott Bader Commonwealth Ltd. in 1951 was such a
manifestation. Founded by Emest Bader and his family, it comprised the restructuring of
an industrial manufacturing company towards the realization of Trusteeship principles.
Bader was a Swiss emigre who preferred the freedom and wider horizons in England in
1912, and after marrying Dora Scottin 1915 founded Scott Bader Co. to import Swiss
celluloid, later expanding into synthetic resins. Bader had become a Quaker and, as a
contribution to making a less violent world, stimulated by the influence of Gandhian
nonviolence, he and his family gifted the company into a Trusteeship in 1951, forming a
cooperative common-ownership company. Two previous attempts to develop a
value-driven company had failed, but due in part to the influence of George Goyder,
restructuring of the previously privately owned company around the Trusteeship concept
was successfully accomplished.

To illustrate the inspiration of Quaker concern, the minutes of Social Witness at
the Quakers’ London Yearly Meeting in 1944 is illuminating: “Deep in each human soul
lies the seed of the eternal divine life....Jts flowering to the glory of God is the aim and
purpose of man’s being....To all men [the resources of the world] are given, to all men in
common ownership they belong, and although these resources may be administered by
particular individuals, groups or nations, any system which limits their availability for
men and women, regardless of color and creed, is hindering Christian fellowship and the
divine order....No man is a ‘hand’ to be kept in or thrown out of the economic life of the
community as suits the need of any system. The community is a system wherein each man
and woman should find a place of significant service and creative living. All are
members, all share in the duty and should enjoy the right of helping to determine its
policies, whether political or economic, industrial or social. For its foundations rest on the
brotherhood of man and drawing its reality from the Fatherhood of God.”

Some of Gandhi’s thinking and wording appear in the Scott Bader
Commonwealth constitution: “We must ask ourselves to what extent violence resides in
the demands we make upon the earth’s resources by reason of our self-indulgent
existence, and what is to be our own personal contribution to the realization of peace.”

Hopefully, more Trusteed companies will develop. In our current predatory
industrial society, these courageous attempts to challenge present practice are under
intense pressure to conform with conventional industry, and they need the encouragement
of other new Trusteeships. Gandhi was aware of this risk and for this reason considered
Basic Education to be a fundamental building block.



The Mondragon Cooperatives in Spain can be considered to be practicing
Trusteeship principles.® Mondragon has been helped by its early schooling through the
founder Father Garizmendi, who started a training college. Scott Bader Commonwealth
has not set up a formal learning center, but continually attempts to raise awareness of its
members to their responsibilities and Commonwealth purposes.

“Learning organizations” are now the vogue, an attempt by “leading edge”
companies to deal with the highly turbulent pressures in commercial life. In general,
these have not yet developed Trusteeship principles, but they are at least becoming aware
of their wider “stakeholder” responsibilities.

What, realistically, are the prospects of seeing the world’s resources held in
common for the people’s of our planet? We find ourselves in the closing of the decade of
the 20th century in great need of remotivation by ethical principle. Trusteeship provides
just such an ethic, and it is vitally necessary that those who are aware of Gandhi’s
principle strive to pursue his unfinished task.

Apart from India, where there are many stalwart workers, consciences are being
stirred around the world. Ethics is being taught in business schools. Marketing
economics, currency speculation, soil vitality, air pollution, the destruction of historic
social cultures and marginalization of human relationships are all under intense
discussion in the media and elsewhere. The continuing violence to the human condition
and its environment is being challenged, but often the answer is to apply further violence
as a restraint.

Possibly even more insidious, as Gandhi would have seen it, is the violence that
results from the pressure for more intensive growth via capitalism and the many forms of
privatization. The real fact of economic life is that the world’s resources (notably fossil
fuels, minerals, and the land, dependent on sun, rain, and wind) are the seed-corn of the
future, which must be husbanded, recycled, and replaced, as one conserves capital, not
expended, as income. This worldwide headlong rush for economic gain by many
businesspeople still blinded to these facts is sadly also being pursued in India, and the
likelihood of change sufficient to introduce Trusteeship now looks increasingly distant.
The forces of multinational businesses are rapacious in forest destruction, decimation of
fish stocks, and the earth’s raw material resources in India as much as elsewhere on this
planet. Nonetheless, if human life is to continue and become sustainable, the irreversible
violation and degradation of our water, soil, flora, and fauna, has to stop, and the adoption
of the Trusteeship principle on a local basis has to be urgently inaugurated on a global
scale.

Every country is now involved. I believe that Trusteeship is the only way that is
able to provide a viable way out of these impasses for either the developed or developing
countries on any kind of sustainable basis. Quakers and Gandhi agree that to base an
economic system on self-interest is fundamentally contrary to the teachings of all the
great spiritual leaders of the world.

It is now abundantly demonstrated that neither the capitalist nor the state socialist
economies can create viable conditions for the people of the world, nor have they been

SEditor’s note: See Terry Mollner,”Mondragon: Archtype of Future Business?”
Perspectives, Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 7-16.
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able to help developing countries to determine their own destinies. Clearly both systems
are a far cry from giving material expression to the paramount need of the working out of
the Divine Spirit in man. Currently it is seen that capitalism is on top in creating worldly
goods and services, but only by undermining future resources, creating increasing
pollution, widening the gap between rich and poor, and unhealthily concentrating the
wealth and power in fewer hands. The statement “living off the future inheritance of our
children” sums it up. Endeavors through “regulatory” forces, or wider shareholding in
ever larger corporations, are largely ineffective. In many quarters a strong, morally driven
legal system is requested, but sadly is lacking in formulation. Until the moral motivation
becomes one of holding man-made assets and world resources “in trust,” exploitations of
man by man and of planet Earth generation by generation will continue. Trusteeship can
provide a way to avoid not just violence between humans but also between humans and
their environment, and has to be the ethic for the next century.

Some developments involving the U.N. have been of a Trusteeship sort.
Treatment of Antarctica as a commons has had such a concept vaguely in the background.
The Law of the Sea Conference was likewise motivated, and there have been proposals
that space, atmosphere, and the mineral wealth of the sea bed should be seen as the
common heritage of man.

Where will the motivation come from, and how can that motivation become a
social force able to transform society. The pioneering and pathfinding efforts will come
from idealist “outsiders” whose passion in life is to bring about a more sensible, ethical,
and satisfying economic order. It was the intervention of the outsiders (Marx, Engels,
Lenin, and others) that initially lifted up a mere struggle for better wages and conditions
of work to a theory and practice of social revolution on international scale. Lenin himself
had pointed out that “the working class left to itself could not have gone beyond trade
unionism.”

There seems to be no one focus on progressing Trusteeship, even of the world’s
major resources. However, since the early 1970s environmental awareness, phrases such
as “spaceship earth,” the work of the Baha’i (insisting “The earth is but one country and
mankind its citizens”), and the World Citizen’s Movement are all moving in the right
direction; space exploration giving us visual images of “one world,” the work of the Club
of Rome, the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio, the work of Karl-Hendrick Robert have
highlighted how all our planetary life depends on the sun and the green cells; awareness is
growing in schools where Agenda 21 and its follow-up involves the development of
global thinking in young school children (almost the kind of Basic Education Gandhi has
in mind).

Robert Muller, former Assistant Secretary-General of the U.N. and now
Chancellor of the University for Peace in Costa Rica, has described a “world core
curriculum,” convinced by his U.N. experience of the crucially urgent need to establish a
universal educational curriculum designed to “help the birth of a peaceful. happy, and
fulfilled human civilization.” The curriculum is centered on the belief that “some cosmic
force, or law, or God, or Creator in the Universe has put on the human species certain
objectives, functions, expectations, and destinations.” Clearly here are the deep echoes of
Basic Education, which had at its core the purpose of raising a motivating awareness of



spiritual forces within each individual. It is heartening to note that this curriculum has
been adopted in places as disparate as Texas, Mexico, and Russia.

We do not yet know what combination of social forces brought down the Berlin
Wall, and de-legitimized communist structures in Eastern Block countries. Maybe
similar forces will de-legitimize the unacceptable faces of capitalism and exploitation. I
would like to believe forces developing Trusteeship principles will be paramount in
transforming industrial society in the next century.
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- Grandfather Gandhi
Peace Was His Way

ARUN GANDHI

Fifty years ago, as a ten-year-old, [ was growing up on a hundred-acre farm amid a sea of sugar cane
frelds in South Africa. Apartheid, the government policy of racial discrimimation, bad already burned jts
wgly brand across this fertile land. 1We lived on Phoenix, estublished by my grandfather who his follow-eis
isisted on calling Mabarma (Great Soul) Gandbi. He set up Phoenix in 1903 as the frrst Institure for

Nonviolence. Now he was locked up in an Indian paluce, where my arandimother died while in prison
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“Yes,” I said. “It destroys or
kills.”

“Well, anger is the same. If you
don’t harness your anger as we har-
ness electricity then anger, 100, will
destrov and kill. Anger should be
used the same way we use electric-
iv”
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“There 1s only
one God. We
human beings
have given God
different names
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different ways of
worship. If we
are all gomg to
the dining room,
does it matter
which direction
we come from?”
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I ran to the garage and drove as
quickly as I could to where Dad
was waiting. He was worried. 1
could see the z-e}ic—f on his face

\\"| th sppened: he med na
concerned tone. There

[felvashomed 1o sav I was

wWas 1o

anger.

ng a movie and so I Jied.

“The car was not readv.” Father

at me with hurtin his eves.

snot orue,” he said. *T ealled

tm‘l thev said the car was
ready Jong ago.”
“Please stop here
and when I did, he added in a voice
There]
thing wrong in me that vou feltvou
had 1o le to me. There
somie fanltin the way I broughtvou

7 Father said

of anguish, 135 10 be some-

must he

up. As penance {or this, [ am going
1o walk home.”

Father got out and started walk-
ing. I did not know what 1o do. [

cursed myself for having lied. I
could not leave Father behind and
drive home. Most of the way
Father would have to walk through
farm Jands at night. I crept zlong
behind him for four and a half
hours. After that experience, I was
m. My
from the

determined never 1o lie aga
fzther had learned thi

man the world knew as Mzhauna

Gandhi. I learned many impornt
lessons from this man, too.

He called h
(respecting all religions of the
world). He spent hours studving
hrist. He

he philosophy

imself a Universalist

the Bible and the )ife of
particularly liked t
Christ expounded in his Sermon
on the Mount.

He had many Chrisuan i1
When they asked him why he
didn't become a Christizn since he
admired the Serimon the Mount so
much, he answered, "\When vou
can convince me that Christuans
live by it, T will be the first 1o

jends.

become a Christan.”

On one occasion Grandfather
“There is only one
given

said to me,
God. We human beings have
God different naimes and found dif-
ferentwavs of worship. If we are all
does it
come

going to the dining room,
matter which direciion we
from:”

L’TL] ¢ <2 (‘1
hrof every mm\)d 1]

he or che

we must Jearn o
respect the rig
1o seek God in the way
feels comforrable. To <how the
oneness of 3l human endeavors 1o

=1

eek sal we should learn

g

vation,
shout each other’s wavs and respect
them.

e believed, as I am uying 10
teach through the MLK. Gandhi
Institute for Nonviolence at Chris-
tian Brothers University in Mem-
phis, that it is worthless to study
the seriptures if we cannot use
them in our daily hving.»
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kVRI'TE as a heart-broken son
| impelled to share in this
special and direct way my grief
and thoughts with my fellow-
beings. The darkness that has

$ blinded, both physically and
L& _gnetaphorically, since the morniog
'P' T hursday, 5th April,

B-ing the last =lve days

N2 at._}*am£ was our
. _F'nurse him - ourselves.
:med to be well on the
to recovery and everyday
renewed vigour and vitality
ould try to walk, with the
that one day he will be able
walk as he did previcusly

A dcj'cendcd tipon us makes me feel

‘be able to withstand

é‘ GLORY DEPARTED

By ARUN GANDHI

This came as a bolt from the
blue and for a while we all sat
speechless. As we recovered from
the shock we objected on the
grounds that his age would not
such a
gruelling experience, to which he
replied: “Then, would you rather
see me bedridden suffering from
a stroke?"’ \4

That cunvusatmn was followed
by 2 long permd of illness. For
a man of action to'lie in bed
without being able to move or
speak, is a pitiful state. But that
was how God had willed it.. On
many occasions his condition was
critical. ' Nobody knew on which

“him ‘which I 'did with egreat

w
= —.:- i : ; ; } 3,.
,!t was also very difficult to

pleasure after which I assisted \Igsiat suggestions to ‘prolong the:

my mother in sponging “him,
On . completion of this duty 1.
carried him (o his chair, This
was the beginning of the end.
Suddenly his eyes began to roll
back and he became delirious;
I was distressed over this sudden
development and so I hurriedly
called for the doctor. Thereafter
I went and put bim back to bed.
All this time my father was in
agony and be kept saying
“Ram...Ram...” Tq add to our

work  for the
:botb Mahatman

l'u.ner.:] until the following day 'to
allow everybody 'to pay their
‘tomage, but Hindu sentiments
would not allow it and it would
have been contrary (o the wishes
of my father.

The present {s: v;ry datk. But
the future should be bright if we
ideals’ for which
and - | father,

lived and chcd. We ar:: now.

anxloi e fcct and hikds bcgan fhrawn a1 our uwn resources and

ust dcpznd on’ ou.r own inilia-

to get cold, When the doctoy’
not come after 2 wait of ‘qﬁ- Those OfHSWhn ‘are grief-

minutes, I wentin search of him,
but alas! five minutes af}u I left,
the end came and father was

no moge. . AT

The most unbearably pm gnant._.'

moment for all of ¢ was when
we undrcssed fathet to bsthz the

body in fulfilment of the re!lglous'
rite, !

¥

st :ckm\should not waste ume
or emnt:on in fruitless sorrow
over God’a vall. Father is in

* Bliss. *’S’e na longer have hig
‘physxcalw prcscnce, but his' spirit
'I_'wxll gutdeénd help us, With a

littie: effort’ we. may. dispel the

dark clouds only to discevcr a

¥ wife and I tead with deep

which sprmg from our mui’t‘i'-)

regeet of the passing of Mr.  racial ‘striicture; but its cdateis
Manilal Gandhi and we should  butors are men of good will seek-
appreciate your conveying to his ing the right solutions to our
famn.ly and to all concemed. with  problems together; although thene
S fInd;fn Opinion’ our  sincef€  celves coming from different . sece
© sympathy,  We mourn his 1035 tiong of our people. I find the
_motonlyas a friend but also of way in which quotations of great:
e work which he was doing.: thinkets of many ages and: lands’
- No doubt others more qualified ape displayed on the front pagc' 3
than myself will pay tribute to particularly refreshing and sti-
__hns championship of the non- mulating, and characteristic; of .~
- European cause in' South Africa-  ¢he depth and umversahty 6f’ i
LT 1 should hke here to place on approach. 3 4
i XL ST . ‘ggecord.my especxal,apprecxanon_ ! o iy
: as! that was never to hap- side of the fence %ns jzé_‘gom to ‘fOP hiﬂ\' Oi‘k as an edxtor, for © NOr.mdecd can even such a
i £all. ] .‘.,:* " a!th’ough‘__- your newapaper: was ;conﬁrmed mtemmonahst as my=
-

‘self take exception to the special y
Place which the affairs of India |
hold in the pages of ‘Indian
Opinion.” For the reports from

B . ~ founded by his illustrious father,
JRecalling bits of his conversas He was dmchargcd fgom._ (ha““ has bt@n under Mr, Glﬂdhls:

bns with us it would seem that  MeCord hospital, whcwf he was, ,gu:dan..e:-far 50 many: years that
¢ was aware of what was ulti- treated with gentle! care and to p is, to pay tribute to

_htm, a:.;d b & mah to do the latter

nately going to happen to him.
vividly remember 2 conversa-
ion which took place a few days
~vefore he suffered his first pa-
n,. a:ys;s. It was just after supper.

Viy parents, sister and I wele
_ ‘ "r-{ laying a2 game as
_.-;! 1--'; sually did. - Suddenly my father
geped the pame and said: “I
10 ask you all a very serious
tion

f

sall 8 us were anxious to
ow wWhathyd happened we sat in
gace, Cxbrcrantly waiting for
B to contiiye, Then in his
: "“’“‘.Bmanner he began,
YW permission (o
B fax for twenty:one
g/ Al the  poison

We home after such a long time.

He remaincd thus until he passed

thoughifulness for tWo months,
on Sunday, March 25. He would
not believe us when we told him
that he was being taken home.

On his arrival he was extremely.

happy and cheerful to be back

on,

The morning of the tragic day
atrived. The sun was just coming
over the hills in the horizon and
its warm rays were piercing the
cool _dawn into  wakefulness,
I was. called by my mother
to hclp her give my father
the bedipan, thereafter he was
given hi§ breakfast. As usual he

was hig/normal self. A Precisely
nine ofclock I was askisd ta whave

by bmﬂy descnbx ng

-

. of

~ ‘Indian Opmwn
h seem to me to be nf parti-
cular value '

Fistly itis a Serions newspaper
which gever descends to report-
ing the sordid for its sensational
value. Szcundly it provides a
fo:um where,  discussion goes
deep and does nat seek to solve
difficult problems by means of
shallow slogans and catchword
preblems ultimately of Luman
weakness. and sinfulness which
cannot be solved by shallow .
means, Thirdly despite its name
‘Indian Opinion’ is not primarily
aligned to dny nationalistic group
and is not the vehicle of any
racialistic:propaganda.  Of mf:e

ifn naee ayd Foelll AF tha e

_those

\lmn "

India are of more than Indian.
importance, not only because
India is'a great power but, even
more important, because they
give us the inside story of how
India is grappling with grave
problems which in the lage
analysis are world wide. Surely -
the whole world should be" in-
terested in the story of, for'exs
ample, the Bhoodan Movement

of Vinobe Bhave?, Ishauld alsg |
therefore like to pay mbutc to
‘those who have kept_ “Indian
Opinion, going duﬂng Mr o
Gandhxsszd :Ilness. and 1o wish '
them every success in cnmfnmy' o
'andexte'r.l g its m in




Prof. Leo And Dr. Hllda Kuper,
University Of Natal

o We mourn with you the loss of Manilal Gandhi, a man
of outstanding sincerity, sweetness and unassuming courage. He
imbibed the principles of virtue expressed by bis father, and he
struggled to put these into practice in his own life. His task

was not easy, yet he remamed unembltwrcd, patient and with
faith,

Our hearts go out in symp}a hy to Mrs. Gandhi, whose rare
spirit supported him in his brave struggles, and to his children
who are carrying on the Gandhi tradition. It falls to us to
¢ontinue bis work, and to keep alive ‘Indian Opinion, which
meant s0 much to him and to all its readers.

Julius Lewin Esq., Senior Lecturer in African
. studies in the University of the Wltwatersrand

L s The death of Manilal Gandhi has robbed South Al‘r:ca
of one of the few remaining champions of racial freedom.  Me,
Gandhi gave the common caute all that he could give and mo{e.
At an ape when most men would bave relaied lhm eﬁoﬂs, !;
‘continued the unending struggle.
battled to keep alive this histot.c journal founded by bis iil’nt!y

‘w;gomstanclmg. and I hope that it will continue to imspire
with 5}1: willito carry on,

H. Nattrass Esq., Principal Of the
M. L. Sultan Technical College

i v The passing of . Mr. Manilal G.ndhi came as a great
=, shock to all who kosw him,

®

His personal interest in our educational woik, for bis son
and daughter are students of the M. L. Sultan Technical Col-
lege, was a source.of dcep encouragement to us. Fhe intimate
knowledge of schalastic work which he possessed, the vision of
an educational centre of ‘broad scope to be established at
Phoenix, the practical application of his experience in the school
which he gonducted, the part-time classes he organised and the
amazipg cwltural and memorial cenire he built away fromy the
city nsarked bim as an outstanding personality in his own right.

His idealism transcended normal considerations of .con@uci
1 and in the light of that idealism we look upon his passing with
| saduess and a senwe of great personal loss,

; We joy in the fact that his-son will carry on the good wiorls
of education which his father has so firmly founded in the settle«
ment establisbed by the grandfather, the Mahatmal

-—0—.-

Sir Maharaj Singh, Ex-Govarnor Of Bombay

..... My wife and I are very grieved to learn that yous
husband has passed away. 1 was under the impression that he

but Gad disposed otherwise and we must bow to His will.

, 1 first met Manilal 24 years ago and admired his selﬂegsngss
and high ‘principles.  His demise will be a great loss to the
Indians 0 Soutb Africa

Please accept for yourself and your children our deep sym.

r".%'lmlqdmur SOF[OW:

MANILAL GANDHI MEMORIAL r}-uriBE'n_
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, fatber. His example of personalidevotion to the publzc intc;u]l .

was improving and I had written to him only a few weeks ago,

o Bl 40 4

'P. Kodanda Rao Esq., Servants Of India Society

¢.o..Mrs. Rao and ‘T offer you our profound sympathy in
the great bereavement that you and the family have suffered in
the passing away of our good friend, Manilal. It is a bereave-
ment not only to you but to the Indians as well as to non-
racialists in South Africa and in the world. He fought racial
segregation as befitting the son of Mahatma Gandhi, '

Qe
'ﬂu’

...... Deeply mourn with you and offer heartfelt condolences.
Mother India has lost a devoted son and the oppressed peup!e
of the world a relentless fighter,”

Through all ghue ycpudl;l 75

" think rather of gentieness, faithful
‘and simple goodness. Courage, self d;scsplme, anda ‘sense oi
n:usamn there were too, in the son as in the father, Tl e

It has been a privilege to know ‘Mr. Gandhi, —i‘h seée him
in his home with his wife and family and usually a number of
friends; to meet him along the road on one of his many-m:le
walks; to read his paper and note the high idealism of his editor-
ship; to see his pride of achievement when the fine school

s founded by himself and his wife was dedicated, in an impresgive
ecremony, to the memory of*/~-=mather and to the service of
his people—in short, to catc l{\gﬁ_pser‘iﬂh% Of

God’s noblemen.

Brlhad Bharatiya Samaj: Bombay

8. K. Patil President and Members of the Brihad Bharati}a- J
Samaj convey to you and bereaved family their heartfelt sym
pathy in your ifreparable loss of our dear Manilal whose deat
has removed doughty chatipion of Indian cause in South Afric
and deprived India of experieticed adviser. - :

tion Capetown express deepest sympathy in greaz loss to hu .
ity, Physical death is the birth of Spntual life, -‘,;]

sympathy to you in yout great loss." The country, bt ,
the bravest fightess in the c:.ule of depmsed humad

Ty
A _._‘.' J
-.".{i -'. Mhaid
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A Letter From A Father To His Son

o

1l

[ Following is a letter written by the late Mahatma Gandhi to Ius son the late Mr. Manilal Gandhi,
on the 25th of March, 1909. TJi

Pretoria Prigon,
25.h Mareh, 1909.

Master Manilal Gandhi
e/o Indian Opinion,

P e Phoenix,

Natal.

My dear Son,

I have a right to write one
letter per month 2nd reocive
aleo one letter per month. It
became a question {o me as to
whom I should write. I thought
of Mr, Riteh, Mr, Polak and you,
I oghose you, as you have been
nesarest my thonghls in all my
reading,

As for mygelf I must nole I
am not allowed to say much. 'I
am quite at peace and nope need
worry, about me.

I hope mother 18 now quite
welle I know several letters
from you have besen received
bat thoy have not been given to
me: The Deputy Governor,
wad good enongh Lo tell me that
she was getting on welle Does
she now walk about freely? I
hope che and sll of you would
continne to take #ago and miu;
in the morning.

And now about youraself. How
are yon? Although I think you
are well able to bear all the
barden I have placed on your
shonlders and that youn are doing
it qaite cheerfully, I have often
fels that yon required greater
pergonel guidence than I have
been able to give vyou. I know
too that you have sometimes felf
that yonr eduncation was being
neglected. Now [ have read a
-great deal in the prison. I have
been reading Emerson, Raskin
and Mazzini. I have also been
reading the Upanishads. All
gonfirm the view that education
does not mean a knowledge of
letters but it measns ocharacter
ballding. It means & knowledge

" of duty, Oar own word litsrally

mesns training, If this be the
troe view and it is to my mind
the ouly tras view, you ara ree
coiving the best edueation—
tralning—posesible, What can be
batter than that you shonld have
the opportanity of nursing
mother and cheerfully bearing
her ill temper, or than looking
after Chanohl (she wae the wife
of thoe lats Mr. Manilal Gandhi’s
eldest brother who was in jail
with Mahatmaii) and snticipating
‘her wants and bebaving to her
80 82 not to meke her {eel tha

S bttt o R SYVER W
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want of Harilal or again than
being goardiun to Rimdas snd
Devadas? - It yon aucceed in
doing, this well, you have re-
ceived more than half your edu-
cation. I'was much strock by
one passags in Nathuramiji's ine
trodue.on to the Upanishade.
He says that the Brahmacharya
slage—i,e the firat stage ia like
the last i.e. the sanyaairn slage,
This is true, - Amunsement only
oontinues during the age of
innceence i.e. up to twelve
yeara only, As scon .as s boy
reaches the age of disoretion he
i tanght to realige his responsi=
bility.. Every boy trom such age
onwards shonld practise aontie
nence in thought and deed,
trath likewise and the not taking
of any life. This to him must
not be an irksome learning and
practice but it should be natural
to him~it shonld' be hia enjoye
ment, I oan recall to my mind
several such boys in Rejkot, Let
me tell you that when I was
younger than you are my keens
et enjoymant was to nares my
father, Of smasement, after [
was twelve I had litlls or none
It you praotise the thras viriaes,
if they bscome part of your. life,
80 far as I am conoerned, you
will have completed younr eda-
catlov-—your training, Armed
with them, believe me you will
earn your bread in any part of
the world and yon will have
pavad the way to acquire a irue
knewledge of the eoul, yourself
and God, This does not mean
that yoa shoald not receive in-
stractions in letters, That you
should and you are doing. Bat
it is a thing over which . you
need not frek youarself, You
have plenty of time for it and
after all you are to recsive saoh
instruction in order that your

training may be of uee to the
others.

Remember pleass that henoe«
forth our lot ig povertye The
more I think of it the more I
teel that it is more blessad to be
poor than to be rich. The nses
of poverty are sweeter than
those of riches,

You have taken the sacred
thread. I want yon to live ap to
ite It appears thag leaving one’s
bed before sunriss ia almogt in-
dispensable for proper worship.
Do therefore try to keep regular

hours. I have thonght muok
| over it and read something algg,
" respeotfully disagree with the

Swamiji in his prépaganda.
think that the adoption of the
sacred thread by thoss who have
for ages given it up is a8 misteke.
As it is we have too muoch of 'the
false division between Shudras
and othere. The gaored thread is
therefore today rather a hind-
rance than a help. I should like
to elaborate this view bud I can-
uot for the present. I am aware
that I am expreesing these viows
before one who has made a lifee
long study of the subject, Yet
I thonght that I would puss on
te the Swamiji what I have been
thinking ovei. I have studied
the Gayatris I like the words.
I have alao studied the book the
Bwamiji gave me. I have de-
rived much benefit from its
perusal, It makes me wore in-
quxailive abont the life of Swami
Dayanand. I s¢e that'the mean-
ing given by Swami Dayanand
to the Gayatri and several man-
tras of the Vajasanaya . Upani=
shad is totally different from-
that given Ly the orthodex
gschcol, Now which meaning~is
correot? I do not know. I hesitate
straightaway to aceept the revo-
lationary method of interpretas

tion puggested by Swami Daya-

nanda. I would mueh like to
learn-all this thromgh the Swa=
miji’s lipe, I hope he will not

leave before I am out hut if he

does.leave he will kindly leave
all the literatare he oan or send
it from India? 1 should aleo
like to know what the orthodox
school hag said asbout Swami
Dayanand’s teaching, Please
thank the Swamiji for the band-
made eocks and gloves he has
gent me. And get his address
in India. 8how the whols -of
this letter to the Swamiji and let
me koow what he says.

Do give ample work to garden-
ing, actual digging, hoelng eto.

We havn to live upon it in.

fature. And yoa ghould be the
expert gardener of the family.
Keep your tools in thelr res-
pective places and absolutely
clean.
shonld give a great deal of atten~
tion to mathematios and sanse
krit. The latter is absolntely
necesgary for yon. Both thess
stadies are difficult in after life.
You will not neglest your masie.
You shonld make a selsction of
all the good paseages, hymns and
verges, whether in Eogliah,
Gujarat! or Hindi asd write them
ont in your best hand in a book.

In your lessona you:

1

from the prison in Pratoria,

.Tolstoy‘ q

is letter contains some advice which could be very useful to us.~ Publishers.]

I The oollection at tLe end of the

year will be most valuable. All
thesa things you ean do emi!y
if you are metbud oals Never
gel agitated and think you huve
too muuh te do end then worry
over wha" to do firat, This you
will find in practios if you are
patient and take care of ‘your
vit tnes. I hope you ara keeplna
an accurale aceount ag it nhanld
be kept of every penny. spont
for the housshold.

Please tell Maganlalbhai that’
I would, advise him to: ‘(reaﬂ,
EmermntEmya. Thoae oBERY 1
ars worth atudying. Ha. shonld
read them -and moark theum-n
portant passages and then finally’
copy them on} in a note: book:
The essays to my mind- cummms
the teaohing ot Indian w!ndom 4
in a western gaide. It r--
freshing to see our own nome';
times differgntly feghioned. "
He should aIsn u-yfb to. réhd
ngdom A Qod iy
Within You.”  The. Engmh of™
the tranalation it very uimpla—-- '

‘what is mors Tolscuy prwlisu

what he preachess

I hope the evening: service.
continues and that you sattand:
the Sunday service at the Westa:

As goon as you hava read sad :
undarstood my -letter you may
commence writing your reply;,
Let it be-as long ns you want to
make it

And now I olose with loys
fo all.
From. Father,

ey

LAMENT

‘We who are left, how shall we

look again + ;-"

Happily on' the sun or Jeel the ':

-rain._-
Without remembering how they :

who went A

Ungrudgingly, and spent
Their all for us, loved, too, the ..

. sun and rain?’;

A bird among the rain-wet lilac . -

sings—s

But we, haw shall we turn tOj

Made holy by their dreams,
Nor feel the' heart-break in the

heart of 1&““&.' !

waWilfred wumg,ﬁ‘

whi
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Mr. Gell’s
Man'ilal

Trlbute To

Gaqdhi

ANILAL was a  personal
friend. As such all who
knew him will remember him for

the generosity and sincerity of
- his feelings, his personal bumility

and bis sense of mission. For

h2 was much more than 2 friend.

He was absolutely devoted to the
cause of a decent human society
in this unhappy and benighted
country; determined that the
change should come, if God so
willed 2ud man- was worthy,
through love and non-violence,
not hate; always willing to offer
himself and his comfort in the
pursuit of this ideal.

In this spirit he joined the
D:fiance Campaign—:ihe last of
several voluntary breaches of
the laws that divide man from
man. He fretted during the

months owing to the decision of |

others, his case wis held up in
appeal against the wvalidity of
cer ain regulations,” And when
the appeal was withdrawn as he
had always prayed it would be,
he weat thankfully and even joy-
fully to jail to serve the longest

single sentence of the campaiga. .

Whes hc emerged, he exposed ;

It

conditicns under which non-white
prisoners are too often kept in

prison, and the indi:tment went
home because his personal in

tezrity was unchallengeable.

- In all this ke was a true son of
India and of bis illustrious father;
as he was also a loving servant of
the new South Africa which;
please God, some of us living
will yet see built.

Now, for a while he has gone
from us back to God. But we
know that in "all our future en-
deavours his soul and that of
Father Huddleston, his great
friend now withdrawn to England
=will be with with 'us, his heart
in ours, his purpose working in
our will sustamning us when we
are weary,

. I remember once asking him,
when he found the editorial task
rather too exacting, whether he
was begining to feel the urge to
to withdraw a little from the
world int> the stage of his
asrama dharma  (vanaprasttia),

Laughingly he replied: “No, my.

father knew only the way of
works (karma marga) and I aspire
no higher.”

So we will not now wish his
soul rest; for he would assuredly
reply that that it cannot do until
the victory is won that he sought
in South Africa. In that un-
finished fight, wherever Manilal
is, he will be with us until the
end. And we shall be stronger
for his presence.

Manilal Gandhi—
An Appreciation

By Peter Brown

N behalf of the Liberal Party of South Africa I should like to add
my few and inadequate words of appreciation to the many which
will appear in this memorial edition of ‘Indian Opinion.’
I was only lucky enough to koow Manilal during the last few
years of his life, particularly in the time during which he was a mem-

ber of the Liberal Party,

During that time I came to value his
friendship and to respect bis qualities and his opinions greatly,

The

mao.t valuable part of a friendship with Manilal was, perhaps, . that it
gave each of those who knew him a yard-stick against which to

feasure themselves.

His standards were the highest, and he set the
rest of us a target at which to aim,

the one which impressed me most was his courage.

Of his personal qualities I think
To those who

were not familiar with him his quietness and calmness might well
have been mistaken for timidity, What 2 mistake that would have

been !

- Like his father before him Manilal Gandhi banished fear from
his being. He had rid himself of bitterness, During the days which
lie ahead in South Africa there will be much food for both fear and
bitterness to thrive on. Manilal leaves behind him the challenge to
transcend these fruitless emotions and to reach eut beyond them to

attain those ideals of love and friendship for which he stood.

South Africa can ill afford the loss of Manilal Gandhi today.
Ms dceply mourned by his friends in jthe Liberal Party in all

gy of hig country,

HE newa of Manilal’s passiog
away after his long illoess
came as a ghock to ns all, 8o soon
after we had heard of his in=
creasingly happy recovery and his
expected immediate retarn to
Phoenix.” We send our warmest
sympathy to his wifs and fgmily,
and to the South African Iadian
community in the tragic®loss thab
they have suatained,

We all had the happxest. ‘memo=
ries of Manilal from his very early
days when we knew him in his
Johannesburg home with his dear
father and mother. and, his two
younger brothers, Ie was always
cheerful and affectionate. Ha did
excellent work later, doring the
Passive Resistance struggle both at
Phoenix and at Tolstoy Farm,

Iis work as Editor of ‘Indian
Opinion’, in which capacity ke
succeeded me after' my departure
from South Africs,” was a very
onetous and responsible task, and

W, @

he carried it on with- -preat oouraga
and deyotion, notwithetanding the
many difficulties with which he
was congtantly faced. I earnestly
trust thab his passing will net - too
geriously affest the continuance of
the publicatian  of this remarkable

- paper with w’hmh the Mahatma’s

nemo has for &0 long heen intis.

i mahely assomated
In his dunes towards his” fellt.'n!t-s‘w :

countrymen in South Afvica, doring .
the several emergencies: through @

which they; have  been aufferm'g”' v

during the last 80 yearsiand more,
Manilal gought to bring * inte prac-.
tice his revered : father’s*iprmmples
and: methods‘ and no_sacrifice. was
too great for him., “His' work to.
bring together the varions  non.
white communities’deserves’ to ba
commemorated. My wife ‘and I
trust that the memory of his  life
and example will reraain with the
younger generation; and will - en.
gourage them to continte_ Mamlal’

good work in bha sam ‘

fanilal

ANILAL GANDHI'S death

removes from our politieal
goene one of its truest, lincareet
and best figures.

Our materialistic country need:
ed his insistence that the spiritaal
was paramonnt, that oar straggle
is best seen under the glaring
lights of sternity, that the divine
ja'served, not only in private by
individuals, but In public by
groups.

And if onr country igibereaved,
how much more is our struggle
bereaved? The struggle to put
an end to vicious race arroganoce
has lost one of its finest soldiera.

I always looked on him as his
father’s vice=gerent in . South
Africa. The greaiest man of our
times, Mahatma Gandhi, was in
miny Wways a Sonth African.
His invention of Sa!yagraha on
our soil ensures to our little
¢raniry a page in'the history of
the world in ages to come. When
s larger campaign claimed the
Mahatme he could not altogether
break his link with this country,
and Manilal was his chosen re-
presentative. How faithfully
Manilal lived out this assign-
ment!

If our publio loss is heavy, I
fesl even more the private loss.
Bver sinca I came to believe
that our country muogt tread the
game gorf of road has trod I bgve
been in touoh with Manilals
has been & wonderful galde and

By Patrick Duncan

‘them edging near ue on 2hs platv

‘8aid he was'no less amnsed than

Gandhi -+

travelling eompanidn, His com«
passion‘for all who deserva to be
pitied (and not lesst in this .class
is our present’ government), his
geatleness, his wit and hamour,
have made it & "continuing
pleasure to him. T
His experience in the hard
school of prisons and Safyagraha
bas made ‘him a valued guide.
In our trialin 1953 at the 'time
of the' Defiance Jampaign he
differed with his seven' + poe
nocuged over asvesal matters; In
all of those I.am now. sure: that
he was right and we. were
wrong. '

His humility and ss}fless conr=

-age were shown in the’ Defiande

Oampmgn as well as when he.:
went alone to attend the 1951
conference of the ANC at Bloem-
fontein*forbidden territory for
an Indian. T went -to meeb hig
train at Modderpoort, abd’ ‘&hall
not forgst the contrhsb«between
his short fignre and the huge

Zulu and White merabers'of: the

Special Branch Police whinh 80
alarmed Government had sent’
along with him: When he saW

form to try to hear- w}iat waafe

I was. ' S

‘His un!imely death Ieaven 'uw
all—hig family, friends,. - and
country——the poorer:  Thig s
one of the bardest fareweuu
have ever made. ;

r*! q

‘The Late Mr. Manilfal:Gandhi‘\

By, H. S, L, POLAK
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. formists.”’

WHEN'a great man dies, at-

tempts are always made to
assess the meaning of his life for
the world in which he bas lived.
To me, who knew Manilal
Gandhi only in this last year of

his life, but who nevertheless -

through kinship of spirit came to
love him well, this message to the
world, like that of his great
father's is essentially moral and
spiritual-—a message eminently
ssited to-—and needed by! this
troublous time in South Africa.

In my friendship with Manilal
Gandhi I was particularly im-
pressed by three characteristics
which with him were outstanding
and which in general are so lack-
ing in our world as to make his
life a moral lesson for our times,

The first of these characteris-
tics which struck me so forcibly
was his personal independence,
living as we do in an age of “con-

never a question of “What is ‘be-
ing done’?” but rather,’ “What
should I do?” Like his great
father he initiated fasts, when he
believed that the occasion war-
ranted them—and stopped fasting
when he felt that he should. He
frequently committed individual
acts of defiance against various
unjust laws, without support from
any group or organization. He
was that rarest of all “moderns”
a trus individualist !

In the second place, Manilal
Gandhi had pesrsonal courage,
which is another race quality in
this cowardly age of ours, ~ Con-
formism, the “herd instinct” and
moral laziness are fast turning
our Western society into a polite
association of cowards, who fear
to face the sharp sunlight of
reality and who shrink from suf-
fering for almost any cause, how-
ever noble, One needs, unfor-

. tunately, only to look at the

equivocal attitude' of the Chris-
tian Church in South Africa to
prove my point. Manilal Gandhi,
bowever, had a simple, forthright
courage which “‘counted not his
life dear unto himself,” as be in-

deed demonstrated in the 1952-3°

LN

Manilal Gandhr’s Life

A Moral Lesson For
Our Times 2t

By Mary-Louise Hooper

With Manilal it was.

Defiance of Upjust Laws Came
paign, when he, father of a family
and much older than most of
the “defiers,” went of his own
free will to jail for the Cause in
which he believed.

The third—and most unusual
-—characteristic, in this material-
istic world of ours, was the way
in which his e hical cutlook gov-
erned his whole lLife. He had,
like many of wus, high standards
of morality and justi.e, but with
Manilal, unlike most of us, these
standards were not only beauti-
ful ideals but the measure by
which he lived. What a man is,
not what he does, was for Gandhi
the final criterion of his worth.
This was not the viewpoint of a
“practical politician,’” as critics of
Manilal have often remarked.
Perhaps not, but then neither was
Christ a “practical politician.”
While wz may notall feel that we
can carry -our pcrsona] moral
scruples as far into our every-day
lives as did Manilal Gandhi, even
here I feel that hz has an essen-
tial message for just our times,
which tend to minimize personal
integrity and honour, and to put
a premium on cpportunism and
“adaptability,” as we often
euphoniously call a deplorable
lack of firmuess of character.

To the question of “justice”
Manilal Gandbi had again a
+logically ethical and,\to my mind,
also a politically sotind approach.
Here in South Africa, where
many well- meaning. “Liberals"
resist and combat an unjust piece
of legislation only up to the point
at which it becomes law, there-
after regretfully declaring: Now
that it is the law, we as good
citizens must obey it,”” Manilal
Gandhi had a clearer moral
insight. In his writing and in
his living he always maintained
that if a law were evil or upjust, ,
the moral duty of the citizens
wag to disobey it. Once again
we must dcknowledge that, like
his father, Manilal Gandhi,
Hindu, was often a better prac-
ticing “Christian’’ than those of

,us who have been brought up

<

Wtc.é

from cbxldhood in that faith, 105

For, “Is it mot better to obey
God rather than man?"

There is so much more one
cmlld say about Manilal Gandhi:

tell of his untiring energy, his

tolerance, his m_lercst m all

things, great or small, his unfails *

ing courtesy and simple friendli-
ness—the sweetness and purity
and serenity which surroitnded
him like an aura of goodness,
For us who knew and loved him,

xrrepl;cab!e los

- Africa hxs belové :

homc,' '1s, pamcularlyL m zhcse.lx‘

' tense days, a. greater lesa than‘_:

most wm rcahse

friends; salute Manilal Gandkix
writer; patriot, friend, and’ great
human bemgl

O most of the sons of great

world figures have fallen
vhe hazd lot of being misunder-
stcod at times, undervalued and
sharply criticized, at the hands
of people automatically expects
ing heroics of them on the idene«
tical standards set by their
fathers,
‘the second son of the greatest
man of the age, did .not
escape this ordeal.

Mr. Manilal Gandhi whom I
was privileged to know énd
study at close quarters, to
work ¢ ontinuously lor ‘lndian
Opiniop’ for over twenty years,

and to respect and admire, Wus,

the son of Mahatma Gandhi, not
Mahatma Gandhi bimself. It
would be asking too much of
him to repeat his fathei’s hiss
tory in South Africa, . But [
could say .without any hesits«
tion that bhe 'did not besmirch
the sacred name of bis illustrious
father, nor did he fall far short
of the expectations of the people
among whom he lived and
worked,

The 5th of April, 3956 brought
us the most shocking news of
the year, Nobody had expected
that Mr. Manpilal Gaodhi, who
was a picture of health before
his recent illness, who never
koew mental or physical fatigue,
to whom a walk of 15 miles
from Phoenix to | urban was
not a novel'y, would depart so
unexpectedly from amongst us,
His life was unquestionably a
TAPASYA for the welfare of his
countrymen, a life of relentless
gervice for the pon-Earopean
people of South Africa in gen-
eral, In serving the suffering
"bumanity, he sought pleasuce,
To him sacrifice was an object
of love, imprisonment an object
of courage. He stood for human
justice and freedom. His soul
revolted at the suppression of
rights by lawless lawi. He
passed days and nights in the

In The Footsteps Of His
Distinguished Father

By P.S. Joshi

Mr, Manilal Gaadhi,,

contemplation of action 1o res
sist the forces of evi'. At times
hia conscience spuired him’ 1o
action and be made a cpe‘man
protest, He fasteC. He couried
imprisonment

When the Indian struggle for
freedom sounded a clarion csall,
he left: for Indin: He enlisted
himself as a volunteer”in’ hig
father’s famous Dandi March to
breal.the salt Laws in 1930, At
Dbarasapa he faced the lathi
charges of the police...He  will-
ingly courted impeisoPment, It .
could be safely said of him that -
his sacrifice in the interests of"
Indian liberation and the South
African Indian community has
bardly been surpassed by any.
body in the subecontinent, It
would have been ‘covsiderably
greater, had the mathods of the
struggle in South Africa been’
more in conformity wnﬁ hm
ideals,

To Mr, Manilal Gandhi, 'In.
dian Opinion,’ started by his

" father in 303, was dearest .to

the heart. To mamtaxn it ia
bis best traditions was hxs ﬁxm
resolve. In anage of glamour-g
for sensational news, amxd
periods of despair. and ' dis-
appoiatment, he never deviated
from the fized goal, and won
the admiration and respect of
many well-known figuzes in the
public life of India, South
Africa and England. Althbugh
educated only in the life of
experitncs, without any aca-
demic qualifiications to his cre-
dit, thought-provoking articles
were eagerly fead by the thmh-
ers of the world.

I ses in Mr, Manilal Gandbx' y

death a great national loss::: Af e
heto of hundred siruggles, a \\

‘ vahant passive resister, 2 loup ok

nalist of considerable, ment,

-und an idealist to the core, “His ' e

pame will be ever enshnrmed in.
the mamory of the mﬂ’anaﬁg
humsnity ia South Alnqm )
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Mcmofy Ot A
Devoted Friend

: Arthur W. Blaxali
Chairman, S.A. Fellowship Of Recanciliation

* *

w

purity it may indeed be said of ‘Manilal Gandhi:

HF singleness of heart and mind is another name for
«Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

Under no circumstances could he contemplate any-
thing but clear-cut opposition to what he believed to be
wrong. This uncompromising spirit was probably born
in him as a youth when, still in his teens, he shared with
his illustrious father the early days of the struggle against
racial discrimination in our land. The spirit born then
never waxed cold, although there is no doubt that in later
vears he was a frustrated, disappointed man.

Although Manilal Gandhi refrained from public cri-
ticism of those whose methods he deplored, in his own
soul he was especially distressed because so few, if any,
of those whose personal liberty was restricted found
tliemseives able to flaunt the ban and éndure the con-
sequence; this h¥ regarded as failure to-resist to the
uttermiost, He could not see that different situations call
for varying techniques. '

Fven to his closest friends he did not hold back re-
buke, Many is the time he has said to me: “But how
can you think like that, Arthur?” when the British tend-
ency.to compromise was struggling within me as a pos-
sible means of avoiding suffering.  Never “again will I
hearthe soft, determined voice, but I know. that as long
as I live he will always be with me in spirit; when times
come for searching decision 1 shall find myself asking,
«And what would you do, Manilal?” And surely a voice

will speak within: “‘Under such circumstances my father”

n

would have......

The last time we travelled together was from Durban
to Kliptown in June last year. He had not been entirely
happy about the proposed Congress, but as we shared
sandwiches within the enclosure he was most generous
in his praise of everything. We left together a couple
of hours after the police raid had started, but he was not
satisfied. All the way to Johannesburg he was regretting
that we had left before the end. He left me in the city
to go to church; later I learned that he immediately told
his driver to turn and went back to Kliptown in case he
should be needed. -

Farewell, dear friend. Your utterly devoted spirit
is free at last.  May we who remain be worthy of your

b i |

l AM taking the liberty of writing
to you to express our deep
gorrow at the passing of your dear
hugband, Manilal, which has come
as a great ehock to us.

We were very much disturbed to
learn of the affliction which over.
took him, and each week we looked
for the latest report of his condition
in ‘Indian Opinion,’ and we were
waiting for the promised emergence
from his . comotose comditlon in
order to greet him and stimulate
him with our congratulations and
affectionate good wishes, . :

Now we realise that our expec<
tations were unjnstified,

It was in Indis, in 1949, that I
met Manilal in the flesh, We slept
in the same tent during the period
of ahe World Pacifist Conference
which was held at Santiniketan,
It was our close contact on that
occasion which enabled and taught
me to appreciate his worth, his
wonderful spirit, his gentle, kindly
hablte, his strong character, and his

By Wilfred Wellock

firm will whenever a convietion

gaized bim, body and eonl, sa ocoa-
gionally it did, ;

In those memorable days,I ‘deve-
loped a deep affection for Manilal
which will always remain, for 1
shall continue to love him ia
memory, and to do to will strengthen
me in carrying on the work/that s _
has fallen to tae, T connt it ome of N
my great privileges that I gecured
the .knowledge and friendship of
your late hushand, 5

TFor.zome timd your loss will -be
overwhelming. But later on, When
the ‘shock ‘weakens, you will feel
Manilal's helpful presence incese-
antly and incressingly stimulatiog.
and sustaining your mind and life,
His firm but gentle spirit will never
forsake you,

My wife aud I, and many
others here gend you our _ileep
sympathy snd condolances,: also
our hope that his spiritual *re-
tdra” will be sure and abiding.

N the ye{ar 1929 on the advice of
1 the late Rev, C. F, Andrews I
came to Scuth Africa where my
home has been ever since, Asl
had spent about ten years in Indis,
mostly in connection with work
among Indians and had been con-
nected with Indianein Malaya for
eighteen years,'I naturally hoped to
learn about Indians in South Africa
sand to do what I could for them,

From the beginning of my time
bere I'have been a regular reader
of “Indian Opinion’ and I can there-
fore realise what & great deal Mr,
Manilal Gandhi's work es Editor
of that paper must have meant to
Indians in South Africa, The
paper has put forward: the feelings
of Indiaue in this country, and is
therefore useful not only for In.
dians, but aleo for Entopeans who
wsh ‘o know whet Indians in South
Alfrica think on political matters
and what they want, I 'am told
that & nnmber of Europears read
it,  Considering what Indians have
done in time past, particularly in
establishing the Sugar Industry in
Natal, that is very important.

In addition to his work as Editer
of ‘Indisn Opinion’ Mr, Manilal

|
\

The Late Mr. lMan‘ilal Gan‘dh‘-i

By The Rt. Rev Bishop Ferguson-Davies

Gandhi at varioms times gave
muck work on political potion,
Sometimes this involved his going
to gaol. And though most Eoro-
peans would criticise him for break-
ing the law, they would admire
him for being ready to suffer, for
his principles.

One can only hope that. one.
effect of his life will be to induce
Indians to congider what they can
do for their community, and nob.
only for their private advantage
One of the greatest factors inithe .’
action of England in promising, it ;
1917 to work towards Home»-‘l?;nlez ol
for India and in eventually grant
ing it wag the fact that in the firg
World War India enlisted f(’)ryth
Empire forces a million and ;8 Lall
persons, and “in the second Worl
War two andvwa’ half+nilion /pe
HONE,. y ' ‘ 13)*

Perhaps Mr. - Manilalé Gandbi’s
hopes for Indians in South fAfr
will be achieved when Tudians ‘}fa

,,,,,

South Africa.. Even if’ that!
volved sacrifice and unpopulsi
it might result in the fulfilment
Mr, Manilal’s hopes for. Igf:\

in thiz country,

1

In Loving Memory!' .

,_ﬂ‘:._
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The Hon. Mr. }awaharﬁai Nehru,

Prime Minister of the Republic of India

...... Deeply grieved at Manilal's death.
accept my sincere sympathy and condolence.

Please

o (e

The Hon. Madam Amrit Kaur,
Minister of Health, Republic Of India
......Deeply grieved. Loving sympathy.

PG
Swaminathan, President indian Congress,
| Rangoon

b ok, Our condolences demise, of Manilalji. We

but also to Indians abroad.

W

Murie! Lester

...... ..Just -heard of the sorrowful news. I thank
God for Manilal's devotion, his strength and his
gentleness,

e e 2Y

R. Smith Simpson Esq.,

...... The sad news has reached me of the death of
your husband and [ hasten to express to you and your
son my sincere condolences. The pleasure of meeting
you all and having lunch in your home = year ago, on
my way to the United States, was the realization of a
long cherished desire to visit Phoemx and [ shall
always remember the kindness of you and your family
on that occasion.

loss not only to you and your son and to the Indian
community in the Union of South Africa, but to the
cause of peace and justice which he so courageously
upheld. I hope you and your son may be consoled
by the sympathy which all the world extends in your
bereavement,

—(

¥. . Patel Esq, Hon. Asst. Secretary,
The Indian Association, Mombasa

...... On behalf of the Indians in Mcembasa and as
Joint Secretary of the Mombasa Indian Association, 1
convey the deep sorrow felt by the Indian community
in Mombasa at the sad demise of your late husband.

The death of your late husband has been a great
loss to India and particularly to Indians in Africa
especially at this critical moment.  May God grant
you the strength to bear the loss. ~ May his soul rest
in.peace.

consider his loss not only to Indians in South “Africa -

Amencaﬂ Gonsu!ate General

The passing of your husband will be a very great

3‘.

Maurice Webb Esq., Univers:ty Of Natal

...... May I offer you and your famxly my sincere
sympathies in the loss you have sustained by the death
of Manilal?

' Although his iliness had been prolongedT had
hoped he would recover and was grieved to know’ that
death had come, . . .

I knew Manilal for many years as friend and col-,
league and always, admired his . courage and his, dis-
interested pursunt of what he believed to be nght

Your loss is a:close and personal one but the loss.
is also that of the whole Indian community and of our
South. Africa which greatly needs peoplc of 'such
steadfastness.

B ® ot

Mrs. Margaret Ballinger M.P.
House Of Parliament, Capetown
...... Please record my sincere admiration for the
life and character of ‘Manilal Gandhi, and the deep
sense of loss his death means to liberal thought and
action 'in South Africa. :

H

J. Cachalia Esq.

...... The death of Manilal Gandhi, the second son
of Mahatmaji and the Editor of ¢ Indian Opmxon is a
great shock. As an ardent Satyagrahx he was never
found wanting in time‘of need.” His brave and cour-
ageous action during the Defiance Campalgn will be
remembered by all the pe0p1e of our land.

Now that Manilal is no more we shall miss his
untiring - efforts ‘for the maintenance of ‘Indian
Opinion. The Phoenix Settlement, a living monu-
ment to the life and teaching of the immortal Mahatma,
to which Manilal devoted his life, must continue to
inspire the people along the.road of truth, self-sacri-
fice and resistance.

Y

The Principal, Staff And Pupils Of Kasturba

. Gandhi Govt. Aided Indian School

...... We, the principal, staff and pupils of the
Kasturba Gandhi Govt. Aided Indian School record
with the deepest sorrow the death of Mr, "Manilal
Gandhi.

Mr. Gandhi was the founder and grantee of our
school, and our contact with him over the years has.
helped 'greatly to inculcate in us those high ‘human

_ values which make life richer and happier—brother-

hood, tolerance, humbleness and sincerity. Mr.
Gandbi was the epitone of all these virtues, and now

that he is gone, we shall try to the best of our ability
_He has lgf;,'

to carry on the torch which he had lit.
behind a wonderful legacy for us to inherit......

To Mrs. Gandhi and her children go our profound
sympathies.
trial, -~ e
Dui,
me hoursew.
rain ‘pulled up at".
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 We share with them these moments of [}/
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Y visit to the Phoenix Setile-
medt in 1954 to see Manilzl

. @ndhi remains 1o my memory

B4 outs‘anding and happy event
n my brief stay in South Africa,
I arrived 'tired and somewhat
depressed; but a few hours n
his friendly home quickly restored
me and gave me renswed vision
snd hope. .

Maailal Gandhi had a clear
understanding of the facts in the
intolerable racial situation in
South Africa and of the basic
factors which underline the facte.
Aud his attractive personality,
with 2 deep underlying power of
friendship, enabled him to inapire
others with a desire to get at the
truth and with a will to end op-
pression. In company with him
I found it impossible te efcape
looking the facts in the face,
however black they might be; but
also he passed on to me his own
faith in the triumph of good ovee
evil, and I left hum with renewed

‘rooted

. hope and increased purpsse to do

allin my power to belp in the
struggle against oppression by
white South Africa of the pon-
whires,

Maailal Gandhi was 2 man
whose good life and intense desire
for justice and goodwill were
in a vital religious
faith. He, mwore than anyone
I bave met, understood and ap-
preciated the full depth and
sigaificance of his father’s con-
victions and way of life. He
knew that purity of heart; the
most important factor in the
struggle to defeat evil; and he
gave himself without stiat to bring
to the non-European resistance
that element which he believed
essential, For him non-violence
was not only a useful expedient
in resistance; it was the very
beart of the matter, a non-
violence made story by the purity
of beart of those epgaged in the
steuggle,

BY. § R.

‘Manilal Mohandas Gandli
was our colleague in public
work. There were times when
he was against us as regards the
manner and method of attack-
ing probléems that faced our
community from time to time
and at times he would oppose
our. method tooth and nail even
by separating from us Nothing
would shake him from his be-
lieft and conviction. He was
tolerant to the views of others,
and vet he would be intolerant
to change hiy views to meet a
particular situation in the life of
our community,

He was outspoken and would
mince no words. Many instances
of these incidents could be
quoted. One, for example, was
his bitter opposition to Indian
participation in an enquiry into
the Colonization scheme of 1933
initiated by the Union Govern-
ment and acquiesced by the
Government of India. The set-
ting up of this enquiry arose out
of the Second .Round Table
Conference of 1932 between
South Africa and India. The
South African Indian Congress
agreed to participate in the en-
quiry and nominated me, at the
request of the Union Govern-
ment, as a member of that
Commission, Manilal Gandhi

“with others opposed our parti-

“ipation in the Commission. {ne
Jramunity was split from top

'”1!‘%._; ke

Manilal Mohandas Gandhi

“A MAN OF UNFALTERING FAITH"

NAIDOO

to bottom and never was there
such an upheaval in the life of
Our community resulting in
bitter feelings among our people
and among our leaders,

Happily the result of the En-
quiry brought no ill results to
the community as was antici-
pated by those who opposed
the Enquiry,

To a keen observer Manilal
Guandhi appeared to be a man
of unfaltering faith in his own
conviction. He would come to
a conclusion and would act on
it irrespective of consequences
even if they affected him per-
sonally, Courting imprisonment
and serving sentence and tasting
for a cause he espoused was o
feature of his life. In this, as in
many other respects, he tried
to follow the hard and difficult
path which his illustrious father
— Mahatma Gandhi — chose.
From boyhood he was close to
his father at Phoenix and even.
tually when his father left South
Africa in 1914 the management
of Phoenix and the conduct of
“Indian Opinion” ultimately fell.
into his hands. He was a firm
believer in Satyagraha — non-
violence — and practised it on
many an ocecasion,

“ The namev‘l'\ bore and the
sancuty ot 1Y ame after the
EA%I&HBJH_ be w borg- heavily

»n his respon-

sibility to" his ! countiyments £
there were visible signs that he
wanted to live up to the tradi-

tion of the family name of.
Gandhi. That he maintained. this-

tradition, ,. as far as possible,
goes without saying. His main
desire was to keep’the Phoenix
Settlement as a sanctum sanct-
orum to all who believed in the
Gandhian philosophy, .

The death of Manilal Gandhi,

T Sl
auch deploredéiag, grieved, hgs
broken another «link Swith " th
imperishable name'of Gandlj

South Africa.. Whatever! cou
history may take in the future
in this country, the .name; df
Gandhi will be an ‘inspiration:t

& [
our people, now and' after, fto %

follow even to a small - extent,
the ideals of selfless service,:
practised- and preached: : by
Mahatmaii, far

A Tribute By Me |
P. R. Pather

The death of Mr. ‘Manilal

Mohandas Gandhi.is a_severe-

blow to the Indian community
of South Africa.-It is a blow that
would be left by us for many
years to come. I have been
associated with him since 1920,
and throughout this period our
friendship  has been constant
though both of us have differed
on many an issue, There was
one tiait in his 'character and
in his make up — a trait which
I have always admired. I refer
to his outspokenness. He stood
for certain ideals inherited from

his  illustrions and. world " re-.
nowned father and in pursuing

these ideals he faltered not one
iota.

Mahatma Gandhi left these
shores in 1914 and the Indian
people of South Africa felt that
his leaving would mean- the
creation of a vacuum. For in
public life, Mahatma Gandhi
had set up such-a high standard
of sacrifice and integrity. that it
was thought that it would be
well nigh impossible to follow
in his tootsteps, But they had
not reckoned on the ability of
Manilal Mohandas Gandhi, Of
course, he was young then.
Many of us would remember
that Mr. A, H. West continued
editing the “Indian Opinion” for
some years after the departure
of Mahatma Gandhi. When My,
West relinquished his duties as
the Editor, it fell' to Manilal
Guandhi to step in the breach
Since then he had carried out
his duties as an Editor uninter-
ruptedly until November last
when he fell ill. During his ab-

sence I have had the privilege -

of writing the leading articles
for the “Indian ‘Opinion” on
many. occasions.

The cditing of the “Indian
Opinion” demanded the utmost
from Manilal - Gandhi for in
writing the leading articles he
had to maintain the principles
for which his father fought and
spent years of his lifc in gaol.
And what is more, Manilal had
to live those principles. To
preach and practice at the same
time is indeed difficult but like
Mahatma Gandhi, he preached

and suffered and suffered for
his preaching. Thus it was that
time and-again he found himself
in South African gaols. Not con-
tent in submitting himself  to
punishment. for the sale of his
principles, he travelled to India
to suffer with the masses, under
the leadership of Mahatma
Gandbi, for the sake of freedom.
Such was the character of the
man that we have lost.

His outspoken criticism of
those who failed to conform to

- the high ideals of Mahatma

Gandhi, brought forth many an
enemy but he cared not for their
opinions. . He had chalked out
his path along the lines dictated
by his conscience and he kept to
that path. He did not spare even
his intimate friends if he found
they were wrong,

' He lived to develop Phoenix
Settlement as a Shrine where
every person of importance
travelled to drink from the
Fountain of Sacrifice. Manilal
was there to tell of the noble
sayings of the Mahatma and to
interpret them as only he could
have interpteted. He lived a full
life of sgrvice to the people of
South Africa. That life of ser-
vice will be remembered by the
present  generation and  the
generations to come.

May God bless- his Soul.

,.
The Moral Quality

“A mar is but a little
thing in the midst of the
objects of nature, yet, by

the moval guality radiating

Srom  kis countenance ke
may abolish all considera-
tions oz} wagnitude, and in
his  manners  equal  the
majesty ,of the world—
calm, sevious, and fit to

stand the gaze of millions.”

—Ralph Waldo Emaerson:
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Manﬂal Gandha,. Newsman
Editor In S. A Was Son Of Indian Leader

’f"“j’f]ead

Fought Sf‘gregatlon

Manilal Mohandas Gandhi,
son of the late Mohandas K.
Gandhl, died today at Phoenix
in Natal Province after-a long
illness. He was 64 vears old.

Mr. Gandhi, who was bom‘m
India, was editor of “Indian
Opinion, & Natal periodical est-
ablished by his father. He also
led passive resistance demon-
strations against South African
laws that discriminate against
this country’s 400,000 Indians.

e e ety

President of the

‘ NDIANS in South
|l

Gandhi.

of his illustrious father,

s W 3 e

segregation policy. He fasted
and courted imprisonment to
dramatize his cause, _

In 1952, after fasting for
three weeks, Mr. Gandhi en-
tered an African location at
Germiston, near ]ohannesburg,
without a permit in defiance of
the segregation :law. The next
year, he serv ed thirty-eight days
in prison for this offence.

Tn 18931 he umtr:eud enact-
ment of the grou 1 arcas m& dm

(|
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The Loss Of A
Prominent Lmder

By The Hon. Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Africa have lost a prominent
leader on account of the premdtu.
of Shri Manilal Gandhi.

munity has been passing through very difficult times

| and needed the help, co-operation and guidance of
| men of his type with their experience and knowledge

of the background' of affairs there. H

| forefront of the struggle and trying to conduct it in

consbnance with the lines laid down by Mahatma

His loss at such a time is therefore bound

to be all the more poignantly felt.

who had come in close contact with him,
strong he was in his adherence to principles and how

.valiantly he had been trying to walk in the foot-steps |

I send my sympathies to his wife and children to .
whom the loss is irreparable: but they can have the

|| consolation that their soirow is shared by many friends
not only in South Africa but also in India.

Republic of India

e passing away
The whole Indian com-

He was in the

In India,, "those
knew how

Mz, Gandhi worked especially
against’ laws banning Natal In-
dians from the Transvaal and

« Orange Free State Provinces.

Most South African Indians live
in Natal. For these activities he
was arrested and sentenced to
jail several times.

Surviving are his widow, a
son and two, daughters.

Mr, Gandhi was a meek-
1ookmg mild-mannered man, a
vegetagian who neither drank
por smoked.

Deeply religious, he was a
true son of his father, emulating
his father; he led passive resist-.
ance in South Africa’s racial

signed to set aside separate
areas for different racial groups,
with a fourteen-day fast. He
criticised South Africa’s “actions
against the non-Eur ropean popu-

lation of all races.

Mr. Gandhi said his fast was
a fast of purlﬁcatxon before set-
ting out “in the name of God” to
break deliberately the Govern-
ment’s apartheid (segregation)
laws, In Durban he entered the
Municipal Free Library (for
‘}\lvhitcs only) to violate apart-
e

Next he went to Durban’s
main railread station and sat on
a bench marked “For Europeans

one. to. commmt

& Tnists,’ spént
“lAmerican mtérvenhfm in Koréa,
Mr. Gaudlu vzsxtcd lﬁz Umt@d '

Only” A patxolman asked his

name . and  said SumImons
would be issued. Thus li¢ began
a campaign of civil disobedi-
ence to the anti-Indian and anti-
Negro laws.

Waining to Malan

Earller, Mr. Gandhi had
waméd Prime Mmjste
Malap’ ghat th ~ Government's
«puﬁwd polic Ef.e.m

2 &fnl\ Tndian

> eummmzxg

““Paniel

Id" “drive..
" vihother

o M Gcludht oS bom m;'

- Ware agrested, bt he wag allow

B

3 =Iaxdjans from Watal inte T
id ot i .';vaal in 1919 in’ nrotést
ot H@ tned

States in 1949 fo attend a: United
Natlonf session as a neve s[Saper
man

“Two. months aftey his fathers :
assassitation in 1948 herlédsa.,.
march of Indians fromNatal.
Transvadl to, protest the Sotith!
Afvican: Jaw forbidding Indians
m Y085, proviticial haundanesw

1gh% metbers of this Broup

ed o continue his journey: i
s'fatbe} had jed a mareh of

ffﬁ&sﬂ:
pon tax }b‘,ied &“'amst tﬂdl&nssw i
The pell tax was mnmved

OF-
hai:ldqrx Weat inc%m %n

=Y i- DR

The death of Mr, Manilal
Gandhi has severed a direct link
with the illustrious name of his
father, the immortal Mabhatma
of H1st0ry in South Africa and
India.

As a close frxend of Mx Mani-
lal Gandhi for many years, I
can say that he was a man of
steadfast principles, for which
he was prepared to suffer.

Though naturally over-
shadowed by the mighty name
of his father, he exhibited to a
very high degree the same stub-
born adherence to what he con-
ceived to be right; the same
meticulous regard for what he
believed to be true and just.

1 recall to mind an incident
pcrsouallv witnessed by a friend
of mine, of the Mahatma’s strict
observance of ethics down to
the smallest and least of occa-
sions

- It appears that at-the hexght
of the “Passive Resistance”
movement in Natal; ‘over 40
years ago, my friend happened
to travel by train from P.M.
Burg to’ Durban. There was a
large crowd of people ‘at the
Station to greet the Mahatma
who was on board the train on
his his way to Durban.

TAfter some hours -of tx.wd- _
ling the train-pulled up at the .

T‘le Late Mr. -
Mamlal Gandhl

! - By E. M. Moolla’

Comm, of Oaths, District of Lower Tugela and
Councillor Borough of Stanger i

_shades of: opimo*mJ wxll

junction. Lookmg out of the
window, ' my friend. observed
that the Mahatma was. striding
‘along the” platform lookmg ap-
parently for_another hon-Euro-
pean compartment. Noticing my
friend at the window, the Mah-
atma stopped, Opened ‘the door,
and entering the compartment,
made straight for the privy.
When he came out, the train
was already in motion, Silently
he stood’ bv the window. The
other passéngers r ose and
offered him a seat. While
thanking them, be firmly de-
clined to sit, with the simple
explanation that “I have no
right to sit in a Second Class
Compartment, with a Third
Class ticket.” '

Thus he stood, until the ‘train
stopped at another station, when
he ‘briskly got out and. sought
his own third class seat! What
a lesson in humility for us all.

I have recited. this mcxdent in
detail to illustrate a ngxd trait’
of ‘character possessed by both
father and son in full measure.

The anvledde t}mt ﬂlﬁ latc ;

assuage the Unef hf his
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BJANILAL GANDHI was bofn
~ o October 28, 1892, in
Porbundat, The second son of
Mohindis K. Gandhi, hé was
born less than a year before his
father made his first trip to South
Africa. As a child of four he
went to Durban with his parents
and his eight-year-old -brother,
Harilal, His father was mobbed
when they disembarked, Manilal
returned to India in 1901 with his
parents and three brothers. The
next year, in Bombay, he suffered
an attack of typhoid complicated
by pneumonia. A Parsi physician
prescribed eggs and chicken broth.
Gandhiji, a strict vegetarian,
refused this cure for his son, tell-
ing the doctor: “Even for life
itself we may not do certain

things.” He gave Manilal instead’

hydropathic tréatments and a
three-day fast with only orange
juice mixed with water. After
forty days Manilal was nursed
back to health, His father re-
called the event twenty years later
in a whole chapter in his Auto-

biography and commented: “To,
day Manilal is the healthiest of -

my boys, Who can say whether
hig recovery was. due to God's
grace, or to hydropathy, or to
tareful dietary and nursing?”

Manilal . returned to South

Africa. with his mother and:

brothers. His father was prac:
titing law in. Johannesburg and
they lived in a big house at 112
Albemarle Strect, In visiting this
house fifty years later, Manilal
pointed. out the places “where
father and mother slept” and how
the house had not really changed
much. This was the house in
which Gandhiji. first put into
practice somg of the ideas on
simplicity which be received after
reading John Ruskin. Manilal
ointed to the alcove off the
Eitchen where the handmill stood
and where “Mr. Polak, father,
and I would grind our own flour.”
He told how the living room was
used for a reception for Mr,
Polak’s marriage.

Ruskin's book led G;tndhiji to
establish Phoenix Farm, near
Durban, and Manilal and the

whole family ~moved there in.

1904. ‘Gandhijizwds never lenient
with his fouf sons, especially
during  those ‘years,, Manilal -told
his father in 1945-6: “Bapu, you
have vastly’ changed from the
time we were under' you, ‘You
never pampered us, You were
very severe with us. I remember
how you made us to do laundry
work and chop %o6d; how you
made us to tike the pick ‘and
shovel in the bitferly cold'morn-
ings and dig the garden, to cook,

 and to walk miiles!” Later Manilal

reflected: “Though father was
Severe with ug, never was there a.
we when we felt his severity, , , ,

.

s

by Homer A. Jack -

(Df. Jﬂck. att American writéy, visited Manildl Gandhi in Sﬂ.ﬂf& Africa:
i 1952 and has been in close touch with' him since,. Dr. Jack _‘."f.,"h." A 5 TR PR P eSS !
editor of the mew anthology, *The Gandhi Reader”, recently published “He-._returr:.Ed-_',"t(;‘_:I_m!ia 10, 1927

it America by Indiana University Press)

As a Budding Journalist

I do net remember having felt
bitter over his punishment at any
time.”

In 1909, Manilal received a
long letter from his father, who
was then in Pretoria prison for
civil disobedience. Manilal, aged
17, was worrying at Phoenix
about his future as well as his
responsibilities at the settlement.
In part, Gandhiji wrote: “Al
though I think that you are well
able to bear all the burden I have

placed on your shoulders and that

you are doing it quite- cheerfully,
I have often felt that you required
greater personal guidance than I
have been able to give you. I

kitow 'too that you have some-

times felt that your education was
being’ ‘neglected, . , , Education
does not mean ‘a2 knowledge of
letters  but it means character
building. Tt means a knowledge
of duty, . . . You are recciving
the best education-training pos-
sible. . . . Every boy . . | should
practise continence in thought
and deed, truth likewise and the
not-taking of any-life, . . . If you
practise the threc virtues, if they

become part of your life, so far -

as I am’ééncerned you will have
completed. your education—your
training. = Armed with them,
believe me, you will eatn - your
bread in any ‘part of the world

and you will have paved the way
to acquire a true knowledge of
the soul, yourself and God. | . .
Remember, please, that hence-
forth our lot is poverty.” It was
armed with this advice, and
during this period, that Manilal
himself went to jail as part of
the Indian demonsteations, When
he was 18 years old, in 1910, he
was arrested in Johannesburg as
part of his father’s Satyagraha
campaign. He was given ten days
in prison, broke the law again,
was re-arrested, and spent another
ten days in prison. In 1913 he
crossed” the Natal - Transvaal
border at WVolksrust
imprisoned for three tonths.

When Gandhiji left South
Africa forever, in 1914, Manilal
and the other children returned
to India, When the Satyagraha
Ashram was organized in 1915 at
Kochrab, across the Sabarmati
River from Ahmedabad, Manilal
lived there. In 1916 he left the
ashram, worked for several
months as an apprentice in hand-
spinning and hand-weaving in
Madras, and then went to work
for G. A. Natesan, the publisher.
Later in 1916 he was asked by his
father to return to South Africa
to look after the Phoenix settle-
ment, including the editing of

‘Indian Opinion, Except for short

[

and  was’

I

ma, he. remaineé in. South
Atrica until his death:

“and married.. Manilal and Sushils
Gandhi hid three children: Sitd]
" now aged 27, Arin, now aged 23
‘and editing Indian Opinion, and
“Ela, now 17, [In 1929 Maunila}
returned to India and participated
+in the famgus' Salfi March, On
May 21, 1930, he wis'in' the raid
of the Dharasana saltjdepot 150
miles north  of Bombay, Hie
- father was'in jail, but Manilal was
in front of the 2,000/ volunteers
as. they moved toward the salt
pans guarded by four hundred
Surat police and half a dozen
- British . officials. Many hundre!
Indians were injured and Mre.
Sarojini Naidu and Manilal were
among those arrested. He was
sentenced to a year'in prison and
thereafter returned to- Phoenix,

Manilal © saw his  mother,
Kasturba, for the last time  in
India in 1939, five years befon:
she died in detention in 1944, He
returned to-India to be with his
father in 1945 and part of 194G.
He felt he got to know his
father best at that time, although
those were difficult days.during

+ partition and the communal riots,
He went with his father on
lengthy tqurs 'of Bengal and
Madras, He liter wrote ‘of this
experience: “Though I seemeéd to
be encroaching upon the pre-
serves of others, father lovingly
gave mc as much opportunity as
was possible in the circumstinces
to be with him, We had many
frec and frank discussions on
various matters, including his own
surroundings and his own atti
tude, which had so vastly changed
since the time we were under him
in our childhood.” He returned
to Phoenix in 1946 and was ther-
on’ January 30th, 1948 when hi;
father was assassinated.

Manila] described the occasion
shortly afterwards: ‘I have. not
yet recovered from the stunning
blow I received at about 3 p.m.
on PFriday, January 30, when some
friends came to me whilst I was
marketing in Durban and asked
me  whether the rumour about
Mahatmaji  was® true. ‘What
rumour?’ I asked. "Hesitantly and
almost tearfully they said that he
was shot. I laughed at the very
idea and said, ‘What nonsense!’.
As I went out of the market with
parcels of fruits in my hand T was
surrounded by another crowd of
friends looking at'me sympathetic-
ally, who put to me the sams
question, "With the parcels almost
dropping from my hands and with
a coldness creeping into my whole
being, I said ‘I have not heard!
anything." ‘But,’ they said, ‘news|
hag just come from Congress:
office.’ , , . I rushed immediately

¢
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Breaking ©f The 21 Days’ Fast

to Phoenix, where my wife was
all alone and in a state of col
lapse, the shocking news being
conveyed to her during my
absence over the 'phone.” Later
Manilal wrote: “I bless those days
with loving memory of my dear
father, whose gentleness had no
bounds ‘and.yet could be as hard
as ‘steel. I thank him for what
he has given me and pray that
his spirit. may guide me in the
right path.”

In 1949 Manilal went to
America briefly to observe the
"United Nations organization as a
journalist. "The South African
government refused him a pass-
port in 1934 to go to a peace con-
ference in Japan, or even to go
to Mozambique and the Rhodesias
to increase the circulation of
Indian Opinion. Manilal also
applied for permission to go to
India and for his son to study
agricultural engineering in India,
since there were no facilities for
him in South Africa, Permission
was not granted in either case.

- In 1953 Mrs. Manilal Gandhi
helped start a small school for the
children of the Indian workers in
the Settlement. Two classrooms
were set up in the original
Gandhiji home, Soon the school
population ~ increased to 200
Indian children, A - six-room
brick and stone schoolhouse was
built  honouring his mother,
Kasturba, . (The original house
of  Gandhiji now contains a
Mahatma Gandhi Museum.) This
school was dedicated on June 26,
1954, which coincided with the
golden jubilee of the founding of
Phoenix Settlement, Speciad cere-
monies were held, attended by
D. G. Shepstone, Administrator
of Matal, who was a good friend
of Gandhiji four decades earlier.

“To Phoenix over the years have
come a parade of pilgrims and
journalists, to pay homage’ to this
shrine and to interview Manilal
on currént South African ten
sions, Such journalists as Robert

St. John, Reginald Reynolds,
John Gunther, and Alexander
Campbell have written about
Phoenix and Manilal in’ Through
Malan’s Africa, *Cairo toCape
Town, Inside -Africa, and, The
Heart of Afriea. . A number of
itinerant pacifistsihave also visited

Phoenix, such as Prof. Douglas

Steere of the Religious Society of
Friends, George Houser of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation, and
others, .

Throughout all these events,
and since.1917, Manilal continued
to edit Indian Opinion for its
3,000 subscribers, mostly- in
South Africa, but some scattered
throughout the world. Toward
the end he questioned the wisdom
of continuing the paper, wonder-
ing whether it shouldn’t “be

MEMORIAL NUMEER

higher authority”, He was not,
however, arrested- at- that, time.
Later Manilal went to the Durban
‘railway station, where he sat on
seat reserved “for - Europeans
only”. He quietly declined to

move when ordered to:do so by
a police official. He told reporters:

“Statutory . segregation ‘is “nfost
objectionable to all who have
respect for the dignity of man.”
He indicated he planned to go on
breaking the segregation laws,

Once father and daughter; Sita,
went on a double-decker bus in
Durban, They sat on the lower
level which. was prohibited to
Indians and Africans. The con-
ductor urged them to go upstairs,
but they refused. Finally, the bus
stopped, and a teldphone call was
made to headquarters. . Instruc-
tions were received'fiot to arrest
Manilal and his datigliter, Appar-’
ently the city of Durban didn't
want another Gandhi on its
hands! In 1948 Manilal led a
march of Indians"ffom Natal into
the Transvaal—as his father did
before him—to: protest the law
fotbidding Indians from. crossing
provincial “boundari¢s, | Eight
members of his ‘party were
arrested, but Manilal was allowed
to-continue, his journey. |

Like histfather, Mafdlal knew
theuses - of fasts.-;Hejundertook
several', seven-day..fasts in his
“youth.: Then.in.,1951. he went on

~al4day"'fast to protest against
_the group-ageas act. “He said he

- was fasting for purification before

setting out 'in the name of God"
to break the apartheid laws, In
1952 he underwent a. 21-day fast

%, in sympathy with the protest .of

the Africans against apartheid
laws. He said the fast would help

prepare him for the part he

would take in the forthcoming
deflance campaign; -

He was not exempt from prison
in his later years, In 1946 he
spent.one month in jail as part of
an Indian Satyagraha in Durban.

and entered 'the Germiston locar
tion -near’ Johannesburg. They
ywere: arrested jand he:was given

2> the choice of a.fifty pound fine or

fifty, days in jail: He chose jail
and ‘spent ‘135 days?ing Germiston
prigon; 18sing,a pound 1 day, and
then was trasferred” to Pretoria

‘prison for the rémainder of his

sentence, some 23:days. This was
probably = the *same - ptison'® in
which his father was incarcerated
half a century before, He latet
wrote of these prison experiences
in 1953: “I was immediately taken’
in the open yard and. stripped..
naked and was told to put my’
clothes and other belongings {n &
kit bag. I was thenygiven-clothes:’
which  consisted of a pair Jof
shorts, a-red shirt and. a whitey
jacket, usually’ worn by Tnon:
European  convicts, andordéred
to put them on, I was shotked
to see how filthy they were:'ioz"
Then my spectacles, whi¢h I had
been wearing since I was 12 years
of age, were also taken away from
me and I was told that I 'could
have them if the docror; who'was.
to. came the following motning,”
would allow me to.do 80,450,
half blinded and with half ofimy
body exposed, and barefooted; I -,
was made to &it.in the:cold wind,
for nearly three hours. .= 7 Oni
the second day’l was locked up-
for the mnight in a cell, whichu:
measured about 16 by 21, over:
crowded ‘'with hardéned ciimuridl,
Africans, We ‘were twenty/fours
in all and hadto sleep almpst on
top of one another."

Manilal also effectively opposed
apartheid . weekly ' through -the’
editorial and news columns of
Indian Opinion. He travelled
much- around South = Africa,
gathering. " news and attending
conferences. He wds anything
but gullible toward the South

- African communists, who first’

tried to use him and his name and
later: learned to aveid. him, He
initially rematnedaloof from the
defiance campaign of 19523
because what he feared ‘was

stopped or else started afresh with  His final jail term was in 1953, In . disastrous communist infiltration,

2 new, broader name in an effort
to appeal more ‘to the larger
group of Africans, When Manilal
became sick in the autumn of
1955, his son, Arun, took over
editorship of the paper, con-
tinuing its policies, and running
short bulletins on his father’s
health, Indian Opinion remained
the most important, non-
communist source of articles
against apartheid published in
South Africa today.

* % 0 3

Manilal Gandhi was not a
mere executor of his father’s
estate in  South Africa. He
became a strong personality in
his own right in opposing racial
injustice. More than keeping
alive the Gandhi name in South
Africa, he gave it current rele-
vancy in the battle against apart-
heid. He persistently tried to

break the apartheid laws against.

Indians, Africans, and Coloureds.
He entered the reading room of
the City Hall in Durban which
was restricted to persons of
European ancestry, A police
sergeant escorted him out, taking
his name ‘for reference to a

the autumn of 1952 Manill, to-
gether with Patrick Duncan (son
of the former Governor-General
of the Union) and several others;
purposely wviolated the pass laws

When he, did participate in it, he
regretted the communists whom.
he saw in the movement. He
wrote: “These "people are ‘really
doing harm to an otherwise un-

Mahatmaji’s Telegram To Manilal Gandhi Sent In 1918




MANILAL GANDHI MEMORIAL NUMBER

A telegram sent by Mahatmaji in 1946 when Mr, Manilal
Gandhi left India suddenly to join the Passive Resistance
Struggle in South Africa.

challengable cause.! A few
months afrer the defiance cam-
paign had all but ended, Manilal
felt that the Africans didn't
“seem to realize that mere going
to jail is not enough™ He felt
that “the communist leaders are
not teaching them that, but ate
just rousing ‘their emotional feel:
mgs." Elsewhere he commented
by privately “that ' tlie communigtstin
i }i&omh Adrica “are) dojig, more

how we have forgotten God, . . "

June, 1953: “The provocation
from the government side is so
great that it will be amazing if
the Africans will be able to keep
their heads .amidst it all, The
people scem to be terribly fear-
stricken. Some courageous step
will _have to be taken. , | . My
mind i rather upset at jall the
‘redent happenings and [ am seek-
mﬁ God's guidance, 1 am' sure it
will

2 thiks ol vety come lin its time, probided 1
-l A . Truth' and | have faith and am sincere. T hope
i < 1}", HAORACE  pre in their Iam not lacking in that" ;
5 Hictionaiy, They ure just exploit: ! oI

v Sihg them ! far their own ends. November, 1953: “I was not
. #  Where is no knowing when they allowed to get any letters in

will betray the people.”

Manilal's -analysis of . apartheid
in recent years showed a courage,
calm, and religiousness in theé face
of evil that was worthy of his
father. Below are short excerpts
from nine letters which I received
in America from Manilal in South
Africa during 1953 and 1954,

“These are not confidential and I

am sure he would 'want me to °

share his estimate. of African
apartheid with the world:—

January, 1953: “I am a bit
«dubious about the future; A
great achievement is possible only
« if we have an outstanding leader
like father, whose presence we all
sorcly miss, But his spirit is there
to guide us, May we deserve that
guidance by living a pure lifé’ as
he did. Without the grace of
God we shall never win, To get
that grace, we have to deserve it.”

January, 1953: “We have to
fight against very heavy odds. We
might be completely blacked out
from the outside world. Then
our only reliance will be God. If.
still we do not lack faith in Him,
victory is ours without doubt.
May He bless us with that
strength and courage. This is my
constant prayer, , , )"

April, 1953: “Woe be to:South
Africa if the Nationalists -come
again into power, and it is almost
certain that they will. We shall

have a repetition of what hap-
Sgenad in Hitler's Germany, per-

tips in 2 much worse:form, All
) Stua to be terrified. It is a sign

e U

1

prison except, by special permis-
sion, from one of my closest rela-
tives, This is a rule for all short-
term prisoners. Indeed, it was
the grace of God and the bless-
ings of fiiends . ., that sustained
me. Conditions in prison are too
bad, especially for the Africans,
who are treated just like beasts.

. . . The recent trouble between
Indians and Africans was a sad
affair, but it was not as bad as
the newspapers made it appear.
‘Of course, behind it all were the
mischief-mongers who want these

Last days of his iliness at McCord Hospital

things to happen. If the police
took prompt ;measures, - these:
things would never: happen. They
like these things to happen ‘and
so they look on until the situation
gets worse, The worst culprits
are the unscrupulous police. .

January, 1954: “Yesterday was
Januvary 30th. How fresh the
whole "affair appears to be! We
spent the whole.day thinking of.
Father and in doing something
connected with him, . . .” b,

April, 1954: *I fcel more and
more sure that | .-, the face of
South Africa will have completely
.changed within the next decade.

With viplence or non-

violence remains to be seen. The
forces of violence seem at present
to be in the ascendency. Go
help us all.”

July, 1954: “The Government
is just trying to' provoke the
people to resort to hf‘l;m .'M:lu
methods, T am afraid it will be
suicidal if they do, God forbid
it. It is a gréat blessing that we
have in this country friends like
Father Huddleston and the
Bishop of Johannesburg and a
few other fearless Europeans.
Their = presence saving the
situation, , . ."

15

September, 1954: “Things are
very gloomy. here, The Nation-

alist Government, since its victory: the past - for't}ie'(“:;x-ndlﬁ‘tradi-
in' the Provineial ;}%qlggtioﬁs', has

become strong and  has con-
sequently becomé more ruthless
both in word and deed. God
knows what our fate will be, or
rather, of South Africa’ will be.

Jon

Let us hope and pray for the
best.”

£ £l 3 B3

Manilal Gandhi died on April
3th, after a lingering illness, in
his 64th year. Indian Opinion
might soon die also, for back in
October Manilal wrote that he
was thinking “whether the time
has not come when we should
close down the paper.” Navajivan
Publishing House announced that
Harijan—an Asian successor to-
Indian Opinion—-ceased publica-
tion in March because of financial

. trying also to’ strike out boldly

v 1 P di®

¢ Bt
losses, Does 'this' mea
lapse of Gand
Africa if not 3
means!

The mcmof?' -‘p_ ‘
Mohandas, will remit

America, _ J
Those who knew Manilal will
mourn deeply, because his works
had not come to fruition in Afed
as his father's did in Afrca at
India, Yet there remain: the
‘image and irspiration of Manilak
going through the sugar fields o )
Phoenix in his Dodge, down to°
Durban to court arrest, to serve il
prison term; Of to meet some. pils |

grim,  Manilal’s - memory and
world - wide inspiration will
remain.

We found in Manilal Gandhi |
a deeply religious, -a° deeply..
courageous spirit in his own.
right, undeniably in the shadow
of incomparable greatness; but
living outside the shadow and -
giving leadership in a regime
ever as cruel as his father faced
in Africa or Asia,

We found in Manilal a sweet
exterior, but a-determined in--

, __tej'ie_r,_ a man. trying to conserve

* tion is. worth: conservilig '~ but -

- to make a new'’ world for all’
South Africans.'” "1+

We found in Manilal a world
mind, concerned about South
Africa, but vitally interested 'in
all Africa, India, .all Asia, all
peoples everywhere,.

A \.'-'
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We found in Manilal a world :
religion, deeply-Hindy, .but ap--
preciative of Islam, Christianity,
all religions everywhere, =~

T

We found in Manilal a,uni-
versal understanding, a willing-
ness to love the evil doer but
not to be taken in by the evil
whether apartheid or commun-
8m, -

/

Then suddenly, the terse an-
nouncement in the newspapers
and even on television that “the ‘
second son of Gandhi has died.”

Manilal has gone to the ages.
A light has gone out in Phoenix

as truly as that light went out i
only eight years before in New il
Dethi, : *5'

The day ‘will yet comé when n L

the name of' Gandhi will be
honoured in all South Africa as :
it now is in all the®world. No

longer secretly remembered, the

name of Gandhi will-be: bpenly ;
honoured. Parks, streets;. whole
cities in South Africa-will arise in
the Gandhi name. And Gandhi
will symbolize Manilal ag well as
Mohandas, son as father, both for
giving -courageous, loving leader-
ship agawnst the evil of division
~when most South A

: fricans just i
watched and waited.
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: HE funeral of the late Mr. Manilal Gandhi was
ives held at the Cato Manor Indian Crematorium on

LAST HOMAGE

Manilal Gandhi was

Thursday, s5th April, 1956 at 6.30 p'm. The late
Mr, Manilal passed away peacefully at 1o 45 a.m, of the
sameday at his home in Phoenix. The news of his
death was conveyced to the people of Durban who had,
notwithstanding the suddenness of the sad tidings, attend-

ed the funeral to pay their last respects to one who had

meant so much to the Indian community and whose
presence during his lifetime was a sourse of spiritual
strength.

Courtesy : Na al Dad.v News,
Last Homage At The Crematorlum

Elsewhere in this issue are tributes paid to the
deceased and to the members of his bereaved family by
those who had attended the cemetery where his remains
were cremated and, others who were not present at the
cremation. '

Solemn tributes were paid at the crematorium by
Messrs. P. R. Pather, H. Nattrass, A. S. Kajee, Govan
Mani, S. L. Singh, Dr. Don M'Timkulu, M. B. Naidoo
and Sorabjee Rustomjee. :

The late Mr. Manilal leaves behind a wife, a son and
two davghters, to mourn their irreparable loss.

With several others, we the Trustees of the Phoenix
Settlement, Manager and Staff of ‘Indian Opinion,” ex-
tend our heartfelt symf)athics to the bereaved family, and
pray that God will give them courage to bear their irre-
parable loss, and Peace to the departed Soul.

PPEVPDPOLOOOVITLHOOCOE

DEATH BE NOT PROUD

Death be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so,

For these whom thou think’st thou dost everthrow,

Die not, poor death; nor yet canst thou kill -me.

From- Rest and Sleep, which but thy picture be,

Much pleasure, then from thee much more must flow;

And soonest our best men with thee do go—

Rest of their bones and souls’ delivery !

Thow'rt slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men,

And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell; ’

And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well

And better than thy stroke. Why swell’s thou then ?.
One short sleep past, we wake eternally,
And Death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die!

—John Donne, “Holy Sonnets,”

. AT T
WISH to thank all friends whu went-‘éu £ 1l

H way to help us during my husband’s 111:1:55. T r
loving kindness and concern haye gone a 10ng-dw'=i'f i

in lessening the grief felt by my husband’s demise.. 8

have been requested not to print the names of the*;e

people. I hope they will read my sincere tha.nks fm' dll

that they have done. *

It is very saddening that despite ‘the lmrmcr care |
and devotion that-my husband received, I'have lost him.
[ still cherish the hope that the spirit of Mahatmaji and
the spirit of my husband will guide me and my children
to the right path and that their spiritual presence will give

- us the sirength to-pursue that path.

Before I conclude I wish to thank Dr. Taylor, the

.Matron, Doctors and the nutsing staff of the McCord

Hospital, from the bottem of my heart, for -all that they
did to make my husband’s stay at the hospital as comfort-
able as, was possible. ‘[ also wish to thank Dr. Chris-
topherson for continuing to allow us the pnvﬂeges ex-

‘tended to us by. Dr. Taylor during the latters absence

overseas.

Thank you very much for thef kind messages of
sympathy received by way of telegraph, telephone, cables
and letters. :

During the illness of Manilal, the publishing of
‘Indian Opinion’ would have been practically 1mposssble,
if our friends had not come to our rescue, to thém also,
my sincere thanks.

Many friends have urged 'us to continue to print
the newspaper ‘Indian. Opihion’ but at this stage, neither
my son, Arun nor Larg in a state to decide about any-
thing, but we assure you that until we reach. a decision

"the paper will continue to be printed as in the past. I

pray that with the blessings of both Mahatmaji and Manilal,
the task of printing the paper will be lightened.

Drop Thy Burden
, And Thy Care¢

Ere thow sleepest, gently' lay

Every troubled thought away. :
Put off worry and distress
As thow puttest off thy dress.
Dyop thy burden and thy care
In the quiel arms of prayer,

Lord, thou knowest how I livs
All Tve done-amiss, forgive,
All the good l've tried to do,
Strengthen, bless and carry through. / y
All I love in safety keep st
Wihile in Thee 1 fall asleep. o
-=Hanry Van Dyks.
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'...L By M. B,
\OUTH African Indians where-
ever they he, will mourn the
.. presing of a distingnished and
revered personality and so will
the many African, European und
Coloured peoples by whom the
"~ late Mr, Manilal was esteemed for
his political leadership,

No one who had koown him
intimately would doubt for a m>.
ment hig ‘honesty and integrity
and 0o one who had visited the
Settlement at Phoenix could. remain
quumoved by the presence of him
whose gpirit now breathes through
the hills and groves of the Settle-
ment,

Ag 5 man, Manilal was fearless
and outspoken with a deep and
sympathetic understanding of ha.
man nature, Asa friend, he was
cordial in the extreme and regarded
his associates with a candonr and a
sincerity that were touching, To
him the inequality of man wag a
focial evil which he fonght valiantly
_and silently, He recognised in
every individoal the dignity of
man snd when news of his passing
spread over the. countryside, his

African neighbours mourned his

' loss with. obvious sincerity,
His political struggles for the
emancipation of his people had
« been inspifed by the ‘examples

NAIDOO

of his late father whose success as
the protagonist of nonsviolence had
ushered a new ideology in hnman
relations. The late Manilal Gandhi
had in the latter years of his life
digciplined -himself with  ascetic
rigour for that gpiritnal and physi-
oal perfection 8o necessary for the
redemption of his people, He cone-
tinued his struggles with the same
zeal and devotion to service that
characterised the actions of the
“illustrious Mahatma; neither did
he falter in the pursnit of his
cherished ideals. Phoenix was to
him the embodiment of the spirit
of the Master and sacred unto
posterity will be the scattered dust
on which he walked, The lone
hills around the Settlement wilt
no longer resound the steps of one
who frequently trod the country.
pide before dawn, but scmewhere in
the many retreats of the Settlement
bis spirit will linger in nostalgic
-attachment to his beloved couritry.
gide where -the murmur- of the
foliage is never still,

But like the rest of the great
men of the past, Manila] Gandhi
has ceased to exist and in - the
lengthening shadows of “eventide
we ghall ming the anthem of hig
great Releage, for, ‘‘he hath gone

to a bourne whence no .traveller
returns,”

The Late Mr. Manilal Gandhi

N"*’A.NILAL GANDHI hae
i been recalled by the
Divine Power. His earthly min~
istry haa come to an end. His
"physical part has merged into
the elements but his sprit
trinmphant and free from bodily
“bondage and limitations has
transcended to other realms to
commence gervios in acoordanoce
with God’s Will, Plan and Com-
meand,

It was our privilege and good
fortune that God in His meroy
and benevolence granted us the
friendehip, -association, know-
ledge and wise leadership of
such a sanoctified soul ar that of
our beloved and noble friend—
brother Manilsl Gandhi,

His life and example will ever
shine, guiding, inspiring and
@ngouraging us mortale daring
our earthly existencs, on our
path till wa reach our goal of
Divine Bliss, Realisation and
Redemption.

Our brother’s pursuils for
hieveman& of altmiatio ideals;

By DHANI RAM SAGGAR

eousriess and his complete sur-
render to the will of God, will
serve us as fountaine from which
we will receive nourishment and
elevation of our moral and spiri»
tnal beings.,

It is for us to oarry on the
torelt left behind for us by our
dear friend. We oan oherigh and
perpetnate his sacred mamory
by purifying our lives and dedi-
cating curselves to the mission
snd work which were so close
and dear to his heart and for
which hestrove unsparingly and
wholecheartedly and ultimately
laid down his life.

Manilal’s lifo was spent in the
servioe of the down trodden, the
ill~treated, -the oppressed, the
subjugated and the humilisted
humsnity acd his meritorious
endeavours for emancipation of
bis fellow-haman beings were
carried out in a spirit of devo.
tion, gentlenese, faith in God
and fall sarrender to His Will,

At this juncture, shadows of
goerow enshroud his dear wife,
ohildren, agsoeciates and friends
~~known snd unknown-in all

\
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countries and olimes and our
hearts are heavy with grief over
his ssparation owing to. our
attachment with the physioal
which is mortal—transitory.

But his real being is never
away from nue. He shall ever live
and be with us in spirit, advis-
ing ue, encouraging and strength-
ening ug in our endeavours and
purgnits for the ideals and prin.
oiples which . our departed
brothor propagated and praotised
and all movements and oaunees

he esponged to the very end of 1

hig life on the earth.

1t will be well with the people
who are etruggling againet
tyranny, totalitarianism, racial
discrimination, injustice, if they
would adhere to Truth and
Non-violence embodisC in the
“Satyagraha” acoording to Ma-
hatma Gandhi for the - vindica
cation of their leégimate human
rights,

M:....sl Gandhi's nmomlity'

end hm work for interpatlonal
undergtanding,

but keep marching on withy
weapons of trath and non=
violence to win ultimate vietory:
over evil and establish love,
peace, harmony, friendship ‘and
a epirit of co-operation amongsb
peoplea of the world.

Our friend, Manilal obeyed!
the Will of @od, the Divine

Father, and walked in the foots

steps of his and’ our .Bapu,
Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of,
the Nation, the enunciator of
of Satyagraha and the redeemer
of mankind.

Truly the two Fathers ‘will
pronounce on our departed
brother, Manilal Qandhi, their

benediotion, ''Well done, our
faithfal and beloved gon.”
y -
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As I Knew Him

[

By ALPHA NGCOBO

(Mr, Alpha Ngcobo is a very old and respected mamber
of our staff, He began working for ‘Indian Opmlon in 1920)

MY acquamtanue with the late

Mr, Manilal Gandhi, whose
sad and sndden death took place at
his home on Thursday, bth April,
dates back from the. year 1920
when he first agreed to engage me
as one ol his employees in the
Press where he conducted and
edited the famouns jourpal ‘Indian
Opinion,’” which was founded by his
revered father, Mahatma Gandhi,
in the year 1908,

For meny years I have watched
Mr. Manilal working with the
staff during day and night with

amazing zeal and interest till the

paper was out—zometimes at mid-
night, It was his belief that if
yon want to become an honest
leader of your people, you should
serve them yourself. And 80
whatever he preached he always
tried to put into practioe,

He endeavoured at all times to
maintain the jonroal's high stan-
dard, and was determined to com.
tinue with its publication .in spite
of the numerous difficnlties which
he often found himself faced with,
On numerons occasions bhe would

.go out to tha Cape and the Trans.

vaal to coltect subscriptions, Be-
pides doing this he had the addi.
tional barden of writing and
sending the Editorial from there
and also other important matter for
publication. What a strein it has
all along been! All this for the
gake of his fellowmen for, ‘Indian
Opinion’ was and is their
“Mounthpiece !’ To him it way a
labour of love !

Althongh over.burdened with
work at the Phoenix Settlement,

Mr. Gandhi did not lag nehmd .in
other important  activities, "He
took a very keen interest in pubhc
affairs and held a responsible posi-
position as a leader of the noa.
Eurcpean people and a8 a-defender
of the cause of justice, He was a
firm believer in the doctrine of
Truth and Non-violence. -He had
a deep faith in the power of brayer,

In the battle for Freedom he was &
brave lientenant, Lovers of free-
dom throughout the world  have
acclaimed him “A Fearlesy Leader“’

The late Mr, Manilal Gandhi
was of an amiabie disposition and
was ever ready and willing to give
a sympathetic hearing to anyone
who came to him with a-reasonable
request. He bad won the affection
and esteem of all those who bhad
had the privilege of coming iato
contact with him, and he showed
deep respect for people of al! rageg-—
young and old—rich and poor,

Deeply tonched by his large-
beartedness, the African people
who live close to the Puoenix:
Settlement had learned. to honour
him by the name “Nkosans'*-—
“Son of a Grest Man”—by which
name they all called him, till the
day he breathed his las}.

The huge crowd -of .mourners

which attended.the funeral servir
8t the Cato Manor Hindn Cre’
torium, and the high. tribates
by the speakers repreeanmf
cammumnmes, bore _elogu~’
mony to the esteem and,/
in whish the deceased

May his soal p~
Peace] |

goodwill. ‘and '~
friendship and for: world pescs

should be an ingpiration andi:
impetus to us. We must nqt reat.! "
We must not slacken onr efforts:
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N the United States of America
a3 in other countries there
«ace, many *people Who have
followed the career of Manilal
Gandhi as they did that of his
father . before him with sym*

pathetic ‘interest in his cause of

intellectual .and personal liberty.
spiritual and racial equality and
universal fraternity. ~Many -of
these unseen friends are my
friends also, and readers of & daily

column which I Bave written for-

the press during thirty years.
In behalf of these } would like

‘{0 express to the family and

friends of Manilal Gandhi our
heartfelt sympathy in the pessonal
lass of his recent passing. To
this I would add a personal con-
viction of his immortality and the
assurance on the part of his many
distant friends of a continucd in-
terest in the cause he served.

¥rom childhood 1 have becn
endowed with a sensitivity which
has caused me to share the phy-
sical or mental suffering of others.
If-1 would shake hands with 2
man who was suffering physical
pain 1 would fecl that pain in. my
own body and be able to describe
its locality though 1 had not been
informed of it. One day, in a
moment of meditation, T thought

- § heard a shot, and felt imme-

diately a stab of pain that caused
me to clutch my bieast and stag-
ger on my feet becausc I was
standing, looking out of a win-
dow with my mind beyond the

‘horizon in far-away India. My

wife rushed to me, alarmed, and
asked. me what was the matter;
but I could not account far the
experience because I could not
conceive, untit I was the next day
informed of it, that Gandhiji had
been shot. ¥ had foreseen and
predieted before wilnesses his urn-
wmely end, but not the method

-of it.

And so, too, in the case of
Manilal Gandhi, his final illness
was known to me before I-heard
of it, as also the fact that he
would not recover from it because
his constitution had been weak-
ened by carlier fasting: and this
gricved me because he is no less
a martyr to the cause of justice
than his father was. On April 5,
while talking with two friends, T
felt the hand of death -upon my
heart and told, them that we
would hear of the death of a good
friend who was a far greater man

" Friend

By Joseph Sadony

than even those who knew him
realised. The next day we heard
of it.

To the co-wgrkers of Manilal
Gandhi I have this to say: The
situation in South Africd is one
that is, in varying degrees of
sharpness, common to ‘all the
world to-day: a catastrophe-
breeding self-conscious racial feel-
ing that is based on a false pre-
mise. The race-myth was an
artificial mechanism deliberately
devised and indoctrinated by
propaganda to strengthen a poli-

‘lical substitute for religion: the:
all-pervading force of hationalism.

which became a dominant force
ig history in the 19th and 20th
century. :

To-day the most intelligent
people tealise that mankind is
biologically one species. No cotn-
parisont or division of justice i
possible on the basis of colout.
There is more diflerence between
two individual white men or be-
tween two individual men of
colour than there is between two
“races” biologically or sociologic-
ally from the scientific view. The
source of difference is cultural
background. And all this has
been proved on the world’s battle-
fields. What shatters human
families is when members have
no longer the same interest, goal
or God.

But tolerance is still the un-
written law of all human culture,
Without culture we are bar-
barians without the ability to
think; and without the ability to
think, creeds have no value nor
meaning worth hating or fighting
for. If the world’s truly. “elect,”

“the men of universal spiritual cul-

ture could be gathered info one
organisation, you wouyd find
them of every colour, nationality
and degree of education and de-
velopment. And you would find
there the true foundations of

human brotherhood, with frater-+~
nal love an dthe “Golden Rule”

as natural fruits of mutual under-
standing and respect.

. Through the influence of men
like Manifal Gundhi, who did his
best to follow in his father’s foot-
steps, the opsonic index of hun-
anity has been raised by the nur-
ture of universal spirttual colture
which will survive and ultimately
gain the goal for which they fived
and died.

There is sadness in our-heartsy
an emptiness which will continue
for many a year—a personal loss
which many of us who were asso-
ciated with Manilalbhai will feel
deeply. My wife and I have lost
a dear friend.

Manilal Gandhi, however, was
a public figure and it is.in that
context I think I should make
some comment. He is so close
to us that no assessment of this
human personality can to-day be
made adequately. To cover the
field of his political’ activity and
his life of social service would be
to deal with the Indian struggle
for .rights in this country almost
from the beginning. His part in
South African politics; his con-
tribution to the Indian’ cause‘in
this country, nay, even further in
the establishment of a rich human
way. of life for all in South Africa,
history will no doubt record in
the years that lie ahead.

© The mind in retrospect is, how-
ever, ,struck by one or two-out-
standing aspects of this man, who

‘often appeared to some as a

stormy petrel in the South African,
Indian paolitical scene. Truth, .as
he saw it, was basic to his charac-
ter. Nothing that was expedient
had any place in life for him.
Everything became a matter: of
principle. Manilal's life was. a
continuing grapple with his con-
science. No man suffered  in-
wardly more when a decision had
to be made. Through all the
years T have known him 1 found

this to be the source of his .

sertngth and his greatness.

He was not a party politician;
he was wedded to no political
dogma, nor did he subscribe to
any definite political creed. Like
his_ illustrious and saintly father,
he was above all that. Whenevet

Manilal Gandh

By Ashwin Choudree

any issue’ arose, Manilal -spent
days debating with his conscience
where he must cast hi§'lot and
where his- duty lay. 'Once this
was resolved in his mind; he pur:
sued it steadfastly and resolutely
and no loyalty 1o friends or poli~
tical associates influenced or cons.
ditioned him. It is.this charac-
teristic that in his own way.made
him tower ovet all his contem- -
poraries'in this cSuntry. Tt is this’
unbending great quality in i
make-up that made him misunder-
stood among his fellows. = - °

- Against overwhelming odds,‘he
ha§ kept alive the message 6f
Bapujee in this land. The spirit
of Mahatma Gandhi still petvades
the calm, seren atmosphere of the
Settlement. To no little extent
have Manilalbhai and.Sushilabent
contributed to kindle and ewvir
keep alive the rich philosophy of
one of India’s greatest sous.
Sushilaben and Aroon will now
have to continue dlone. The
school he established, the social
services He carried o, the ““Indidn
Opinion” which hé& conducted, are
his legacies “to; the cormmunity,
Let us all resolve to. stand with
them in this hour of their need:
let us in ‘spirit try “and become
part of the Settlement and dd. all
things to further its services ant
message.

Manilalbhai was a rich soul, a
kindly man: a loving family man.
He sought no favours; he played
to no gallery; he lived life simply
and austerely, a soic to the last;
an existehce: of selfless enduring
service to his fellow-beings. That
is the impression of him.in my
mind. -That is how I shall al
ways remember him.’

The Late Mr. Manilal Gandhi

; AM happy to avail myself of

this opportunity, through the
courtesy and. invitation of the
Editor of ‘Indian’ Opinion’, to
pay my humble tribute to.that
great man who his now ‘passed
to his reward—Manilal Gandbi.

What impressed ~one oSt
about Mr. Gandhi was his humi-
lity and his bhumanity. - He ene
compassed withia his love all
men—of all colonrs aad all
creeds. And thiy interest in the
welfare of all was shown with
such utter humility that one
pever felt ilb at -easg in . his

- By DI Go s. M,Timkulu

APPSR

presence. He was one of whortl
it -might be said truly, b2
vgalked with Kings” but did
“pot lose the common touch:”

One felt a great admiration for
bis sincetity and courage ik
following his high = principles,
even ‘though; sometimes, thes#
led him along lonely pathé..

Out wotld €afi illafiord 6
lose such theti, and we are miich
the gooter fof hii passinge ¥
example; will lops ot
shine as a light Wb~
gathess totmd \<’ g2
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f.rig death of Manilal Mohandas
Gandhi has come as a shock
in particular to the South Africsn
1 dian community. He was not
in good health for some time but
he did not give up his activities
while-he could act, Aad it was
‘hoped that he would in the
eourge of time recover.

Maﬁilal, the second son of
Mahatma Gandhi, like  his
brothcrs, was thrown on his own
“to fend for himself and he grew
on hizs own strength and of
character and determination:

With his younger brother
Rimdass he returned to the
Phoenix" Settlement, ‘which is a
few miles from the Ci y of Dur-
baag, to carry.on the work of the
Settlement. His father had found-
¢d Phoenix Settlement for the
leading of a simple life for those
who like himself believed in the
simple life and lived it,

Ie WS atter takmg pare in the

ﬂgg&at Passxvc ‘Resistance Move-

ment started in India by his
father which won Independence
for India that Manilal and Ram-
das returned to South Africa,
Manilal was young and inexperi-
énced and had to manage at fist
with Ramdas who however coon
made up his mind to return to
India and thus left Manilal alone
to carey on.  He got friends to
edit ‘Indian Opinion’ wuatil he
was able to do so himself.

-¢Indian Op’'nion’ was founded
by his {ather who, followed the
teachings of Tolstoy, Ruskin,
T aoreau and the religions.

The policy of the paper was to
exclude competitive matters and
advertisements and certain pic-
tures 50 that the paper published
news and helpful criticism.

And Manilal followed the
‘policy set by his father and such
a ‘paper is financially run with
difficulties, But with such help
he got from the public and friends
he during many years has_ been
conducting the paper. The paper
‘bas been fearlessly conducted
in the cause of  freedom,
and bas been a3  source
\of strength  to  the:  com-

upity, It stands for all races,

Il’]—dldl‘l Have Lost A
R*e’lentlcss Fighter:

By. A Christopher

Not only was he engaged in
keeping his father's paper and
his ideas going, but he entered in
the struggle to win freedom. He
was a Resister with others in this
country when Passive Resistahce
was being carried on but also was
a Passive Resister on his own
when there was no general Pai-
sive Resistance in the coutitiy.

In the days whei a Com-
mission was set up by the Union

-Government to explore Colohies

outside India and South Africa
to settle South African born
Indians and Indians domiciled in
South Africa, he threw himself
heart and soul in the opposition
to the idea that Indians should be
expatriated from South Africa,

Never did ‘he undertake ahy
action whether as a Passive Re-
sister or otherwise before “he had
fasted and prayed and ‘purified
himself: relying always on God,
‘He walked miles everyday in the
country-side communing with his
Creator and nature, He has
answered the great call: But his
name will live among those who

gave up thair lives in the cause of
freedom, N

Prayers At
Sevagram Ashram

HE news of Mr. Manilal
(Giandhi’s  demise reached
Sevagram Ashram (Mahatmaji's
Ashram) at 9 p.m: on Thursday.
The news was relayed ' to the
inmates cf the Ashram by Mr.
Ramdas Gandhi and a prayer
meeting was organised instantly.

All the people who were within
reach were called and prayers
were said on the ground where
Mabatmaji held his prayer meet-
ings. At this meeting Mahatmaji's
seat was placed in its usual place

and the inmates sat around it

singing hymns that were the
favourites of both Mahatmaji and
the late Mr. Manilal Gandhi.a

A resolution was passed at this
prayet meeting and later posted
to Mrs.' Sushila Gandhi, by
Madam Asbadevi, Owing to lack
of space the resolution will be
printed in & later issue.

My ChlldhOOd Compamoﬁ

»

" By Sorabjea Ru‘stom;ee _-',",-" -

ALTHO UGH we kncw that
birth and death is the way
of Nature, even great people are
at times vary deeply grigved at
the loss .f a near and dear one:
When I thiok back upon  jur
childhood ‘days, when Manilal
was 5 years old and I was 3 years
old I am overcome by a nodta!gw
feeling and tears begin to° strcam
down my face, =
* People in ‘this wotld” are not
born great, but :they ' become
great. 'T'o become gréat one has
to make great sacrifices for the
sake of Truth,
The late Manilal derived happi-
ness from a life of fearlessness,

self - control, fasting.and courtmg 3

arfest as a Satyagrahi,

He showed much courage and
fomtudc in clinging to the - high

‘fatifer agd mﬂihef
fulfil’ Bis dresms, by starting
‘from whcre he left, then his soul
‘will eest in peacesand with that
knowledge his wife, Sushils, and
the children will be comforted
in these dark dayg _

_ideals and ptluci'b'les of his worla-

renowned and saintly father,
Mohatsnli; (5 sVErvMINGg b Wiy

Mahatmaji's _ associates
tomrades are, ,one by

and
nae,

.passing on.

The late Manilal had cherished
the l;upe of makmg Phoemx,.‘
which was - fcuttdad by” Ma-
batm,alls an 2deai memomi to his
Af we  can

If anyone has. a, suitable sug-

- gestion to make, I invite them
' to.write to me at the addxess of
.this neéwspaper,

A Friend And Colleague

. Albert John &uthuh i

| HEARD with deep regret, the
passing away of my beloved
friend and colleague in the
struggle for Freedom in -South
Africa, your late husband,

I wish, on bebalf of myself and
the African National Congress,
to express our deepest sympathy
in; and coadolence to you and
your family at- the great and
irreparable loss you have suse
tained. ‘

It is bumacly difficult to bé
serene and composed at such
momexnts. We would ask you in
your moments of grief and des-
pondency to detrive sustenance

from the fact that.your late hus-.

bund stood for the highest things

in life and was always associated

.with noble causes whose objects
.were to earich humanity, and not

self,

He tried his best to be a faith-
ful disciple of his illustrious
father, the} Mahatma. That
attempt alone, to be like his
father entitles your late. husband
to be ranked as one of the noble
sons, not just of South Africa,
but of the world.

May bi§ memory be an urge to
you all to etmulate him with what-
ever strength the Almighty may
give you. Your loss is our loss.
For our part, we shall also try to
sustain ou. rselves by the imspiras
tion of his life.

An Irreparable loss'

By ‘Pardesi”

TRAGEDY struck the pretty

little hamlet of Phoeaix last
Thursday morning when one of
South Africa’s most ardent cam-
paigners for non-European em-
ancipation in this ‘country, Mr.

Manilal Gandhi, passed away.

after prolonged illness at his
home, “Kasturba Bhuvan.”

At atime when the future of
the black people here: locks so
bleak and there are few sincere
leaders to tide us over the trying
period, Mr, Gandhi's death is an

irreparable loss.

Soon after Mabarmans assass
sinatjon, Pandit Nebru = said:
“Mahatmaji is gone, and the great
light is extinguished. Darknoss
of sorrow and distress - sufrourids
us all. I have no.doubt he will
continde to guide us from the
borders of the Great Beyond.”

A great lnght Bas also ‘been
extinguished in, ‘:’xouth Africa.
The same senriments expressed
by Pandit Nebﬁm we echo here
for the son of the Mabatma......



Ry

i
A

General Newspaper

Ofhcial

~INDTA NS (London),

April 7, 1956
Mr. Manilal Gandhi, son of
Mahatma Gandhi, died at his

home in Phoenix, north [(ll‘:f of
Natal, near Durban, on April 6.
He had been suffering for some
time from cerebral thrombosis,

Mt Gundhi was editor of the

Durban newspaper “Indiait
‘Opinion,” and an active oppo=
nent of the South African

Government’s racial segregation
policy.

e Qmm

~INDIAGRAM (London),
April 6, 1956.

Mr, Manifal Gandhi, sen of
Mahatma Gandhi, died at his
home in Phoenix, on the nbrth
coast of Natal, near. Durban, on
April 5. e ‘was 64 and tad
been suffering for some time
from -cerebral thrombosis. Mr.
Gandhi was editor of Durban
newspaper  “Indian  Opinion”
and an active opnonent of the
Scuth  Afvican  Government's
racial segregation policy.

Bom at Porbandar, in West-
ern Indin, Mr. Gandhi went to
South Abvica in 1097,

I Aprll, 1951, immediately
(t.r the Croup Areas Act, set-
#wside senarate areas for
ut racial groups, camne in-
he conducted a -days

difle
to foroe
fast, A:cu;uin'f that its purpose
swas “to punty my body, mind
and soul. IHaving ‘survived this,
I shall in the name of God dely

the Government’s apartheid
policy by committing a breach
of it, and shall submit without
the slighest protest to the pen-
alty.” He committed several
technical breaches of the law,
but the authorities did not take
action. In February, 1953, how-
éver, he was found guilty after
taking part in a procession into
the Germiston African location
and was sentenced to 50 days’
immprisonment,

()

~THE TIMES, April 6,
Renter renorts the death at
his home at Phocnix, on the

north coast of Natal, 5Lstexday
of Mr. Manilal (nmdhi the

srcond son of, Mahatma szdln.

He was 64, and had been ill for
some time.

Ile was an uncompromnising
opponent of the South African
Covernment’s policy of apart-
heid, and was a believer, like
his father in the cfficacy of
passive resistance and fasting as
a means of protest.

Borm at Porbandar, in West-
ern India, he went to South

by

Africa in 1897 with his brather
Ramedas, and settled in the lo-
dinn  commumity  at  Phoenix,
Natal, which hidd Dbeen estab-
lished by his father in 1901, Ile
became editor of the weekly
newspaper “Indian  Opinion”
and a leader of his fellow-In-
dians in the Union. In April,
1951, - immediately after the
Croup Areas Act, setting aside
separate areas Eot different
racial groups, came ‘info foreé
he conducted a 14-day fast; dc~
claring .that its purpose was “to
purify my bedy, mind and soul.
Having survived this, T shall in
the nwme of CGod defy the
Government’s  apartheid policy
committing a breach of it,
and shall submit without the
slighest protest to the penalty.”

Several technical breaches of
the law followed, but not it that
time any penalties, since thg
authoritics did not take action.
In February, 1953, however, he

“was found guilty of hehaving in

a manner calculated to - cause
Africans to break the law after
taking part in a procession into
the Germiston Afvican location.
He was sentenced o 50 days
imprisonment,

Ile travelled as o journalist o
Britain, America, and clsewhere
andd  visited . ndin on several
cecasions i order to be with
the Mahatma during his fasts.
ITe was married and had three
childron,

PR Y

—MANCHESTER GUARDIAN
April 6.

Manilal Candhi, son of the
late Mahatma Gandhi, died at
his home near Durban, in Natal,
yesterday, He: had been il for
some  time. - Mr.. Gandhi, who
was 64, was editor of the Dur-
ban newspaper “Indian Opin-
ion” and an active opponent of
the South Afrvican Covernment’s
racial segregation poliey,

Mr. Henry Polak writes:

The news of Manilal Gandhi's
death was a shock, though not
altogether surprising, His break-
down last December  was
sudden and. serions, bunt our
latest news was that he was re-
covering and was  expected
home from hospital  immedi-
ately, We had known him since
his boyhood when my wife and
I were living in  Johannesburg
with the Gandli family in 1905,
Tle grew up in the mids of the
Indiun  passive tesistancoe

struggle led by his {ather, and

received his edacation and tech-
nical training mainly at the
simple life scttlement estab-
Hished by Mahatma Gandhi at
Phoenix in Natal, and later at
Tolstoy Farm in the Transvaal.

‘'youngest is

chorts

e was Gandhi's second son.
Unlike his elder brother, who
broke away from his lather af
an early ave, he continved un-

der the .1Im s guidance, and of
Cundhi’s four sons, of whom the
Devadas Gandhi,
the edxtor of the “Hindustan
Times,” he was closest to lis
father in his way of thought and
political activities.

In 1917 he succeeded me as
editor of the weekly paper “In-
dian Opision,” which his fathér
had helped to found in 1903 and
for years had financially sup-
pmtc‘d From that time Manilal
spent all his time and energy in
promoting the cause of the
Scuth African Indian coninmi-
nity. He had prison experience
on their behalf and was in close
touch not only with Indian mer-
chants, traders, and professional
wen, Dut also with the workers
and those engaged in handi-
crafts. He sought suffering for
the sake of their welfare and to
secure the vemoval of the poli-
tical, socia), and econgmic dis-
abilities wnder which they
laboured, and he did his best
to further friendly relations be-
tween the Asians and Africans.
He will long be held in high
regard by the non-whites and
by many Furopcan Liberals in
South Africa, not only .as his
father’s son but in his own
right,

-—o‘—-

NEW YORK HERALD
TRIBUNE, April 6.
Manilal Mohandas Gandhi,
sixty-four, son of the late Indian
political lzader, died at his home
in Phoenix, Natal .on Thursday,
April 6 after a long illness.

Mr. Gandhi strikingly re-
sembled his father, the late
Mohandas XK. Gandhi in both
appearance and political philo-
sophy. Like his father, he was
modest and deeply . religious.
And while he had no dreams of
attaining his father’s fame, he

was conscious of the value of his
name and used it to publicize his
opposition to the segregation

“policies of the South African

government.

An exponent of his fathers’s
philosopby of passive resistance,
Mr. Gandhi repeatedly and de-
liberately violated South African
segregation laws to focus world
attention on what he believed to
be “unjust” laws. He was 1auled
geveral times, most recently in
1953, and each time chose 2 1311
term over,a possible fine.

He explained why he chose to
fight the apartheid laws of Sou.h
Africa with these words:

“Life bhas become intolerable
for any self respecting person
The government’s apartheid.
policy is creeping like a fiend
in every walk.of life.  The only
coursg I have to choose, if I want,
to live as a self-respecting person,
is to fight against this state of
affairs.”

Earlier, he had explained his
faith in the power of passive re-
sistance in this way:

“It is folly to believe that an
unarmed man is helpless, He hag
more strength than one armed to
the teeth, provided he has un.
shakable faith in the power of
God."

Born Porbandar, in the me
vince of Kathxawar, in Indxa,
Mr. Gandhi was taken to Somh
Africaas a chxld by his fathcr,
who was then a- comparanvely
unknown lawyer. He later be~
came the editor of ‘Indian
Opinior, a weekly founded by his
father, [ ’

Mr. Gandhi frequently fasted
—Ilike his father—to call atten-
tion to his opposition to the [o¢
of the non-white population in
South Africa- Such fasts lasted
from fifteen -to twenty-one days

Although he was not happy in

_ South Africa, he remained there

to carry on his campaign againat
the apartheid policy. “I would
be happier in any other country,!
be said in 1951, “But my duty
lies here.” Mr, Gandhi-leaves
his wife, two daugbters and a
twenty-two-year-old son,—U.P..
—0—

WASHINGTON :
EVENING STAR, April 6.

Manilal Gaodbi, 64-yearsold’
son of Mohandas K. Gandhx,,
died yesterday at his home in
Phoenix Natal South Africa.”

Manilal was editor of ‘Indian
Opinion’ a newspaper established.
in South Africa by;hxs fathgr,,

-who was a leader of Indxans mv\

South Africa before returnmg to
his homeland to - campaign fo
independence.

" Born at Porbandar, in th
provmce of Kathiawar,® India
Manilal later settled in- Scmt
Africa : :

Championing the cause of sd
atics and Africans againsﬁ-‘-"
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“Altican goverument, Mr,

South

Gana  follomed  his father's *

P;ﬁw-mjmncc policy of  {asts;
'p,i:gc'r' gnd courting arrest, He
| ecmbated racial segregation laws
by refusing to leave the whites-
Durban Municipal Libraty, by
waiting for police to remove him
from the whites-only railway
szats, by sitting downstairs in

doubledecker buses when the
downstairs: was reserved for
whi es.

Mr. Gandhi's body was cres
mated six hours after death, He
leaves a widow, two daughters
and a 22-year-old son.—A.P.

A\,,._o,.__

- BALTIMORE SUN - §
April 6,

Manilal Gandhi, 64-year-old

son of Mohandas K. Gaadhi,

. i : = ~ »_..,-_w_,_?,-pi,,__., ..__t_,_h.,_q:,.‘._?‘?.‘;ﬁ,‘ mmar '..' '\'-.'I-:_;'
died today at his home in his friends or his" Angn
Phoenix, Natal. would not set their ¢yey on him,

...... He fasted for periods of
15 and 21 days. :

In company with Patrick Duns
can, son of = former governor~
general of South Africa, and
other Europeans and non Euro-
peans, Gandhi eventually went to
jail at the age of 61, He had
refused to pay a fine for defying
the Gevernment in a demonstra:
tion, He seaved 38 dayy impris
soament.

Last year Gandhi suffered an
attack of coronary thrombosis
and was an invalid until his
death. His body was cremated
six hours after death. Gandhi
leaves a widow, two daughters
and a 22-year-o0ld son.

N

Manilal

By Jordan

T CAME into contact with Mani-

1 ya) Gandhi under circumstances
which were far from auspicious.
We had just gone through the
tragedy of the Afro-Indian riots
Manilal wrote things
against the African community
I
replied in “Inkundla yaBantu,”

in 949,
which were angrier than wise.

pointing out the inaccuracies in
his article. Feelings between the
Indian and the African were bit-
terly inflamed at the time. I did
not know him and did not expect
him to bother about grasping the
inner truth of my reply.

To my surprise I received .a

personal. letter in a clear, small
handwriting which I had never
seen before.  In that letter Mani-
1al was apologising without reser-
vation for the things he had writ-
ten. It was such a convincing
apology that from it dates my
years of very close friendship with
that very remarkable man.

1 have said that Manilal was a
remarkable man. He used to tell
me that he had never really had
formal education.
said this, in his gentle, smiling

manner, I would either dismiss it

cqually gently as a bit of leg-
pulling.
Gandhi throughout the

in this country.
about the Mahatma and his sons.

What he said confirmed every-

thing Manilal had often told me.
And yet here was this man who

had not seen the doors of a uni-

versity and who really had had
little if any formal. education,
building one of the most lasting
bridges between his fellowmen of
all races in exceedingly difficult
circumstances.

In the first place all of us be-
f long to our respective racial

As I Knew Him

Whenever he

But.one day T met a
man who had been with Mahatmq
great
struggles of that outstanding man
He told me a lot

Gandhi

K. Ngubane

groups. Very many:of us grow
up with a distinctive bias against
the other groups. 1 grew up with
such a bias myself and had to
fight terrible wars with my own
soul to shake off that bias.
Strange as it sounds, that racial
bias is stronger as between Afri-
can and Indian as between Afri-
can and European. Consequently
it is by far easier for an African
to build up a number of lasting
friendships with the European—
in spite of the fact that he belongs
to the ruling caste—than with the
Indian.. There are, of course,
}%}Jlell-known,historical reasons for
this.

Manilal’s father had not been

outstandingly sympathetic to the
‘African while in this country.
Manilal himself grew up belong-
mg to a generation of Indians
which did not understand the new
African; which did not appreciate
the dynamic forces at work in the
mind of the new African. So that
when the resistance movement
came, Manilul wuas genuinely
doubtful about the African’s cap-
acity to .make a success of that
weapon. And when the African
showed that he had mastered at
least the fundamentals of satya-
graha we all witnessed a blossom-
ing into visible splendour of the
most outstanding quality Manital

. Gandhi had —his indomitable
courage,

]

He rose up, gave up the simple
comfort of his Phoenix home and
decided to go to jail with African
resisters. To me that was an act
of unparalleled courage. Gandhi,
a prominent Indian, going to jail,
after he Wad poured scorn on the
A{rican‘? The high and the
mighty in the Indian community
would not look at him. He lost
friends elsewhere and people who
had prided themselves on being

i

T know it for a fact that Manilal
was persecuted for his “treachery?

the, (hing which was below, -hi_slja;}-h_;-_.,‘g;rﬁ_u.;-.ﬂ e

dignity—to go to jail with the =
Kaffies. - And when' he returtied =
from jail he was a man to. whom ™
the truth had been revealed in
richer light.” I had many earnest
discussions with him on the free--
dom struggle and one thing that
struck me most about him was
that he was not bitter about his
traducers. He was grieved they
were 'in error but prayed -and¥
worked unceasingly to enable
them to sge the fruth in better
light. . \ ‘

The finest in the human race
have, 'right down .the centuries,
had so much love for their fellow-
men that even when stoned or
crucified they have died sayigg,
with Jolobe: “Thou art great, O
Man.” - Manilal did that.

Centuries of tradition have
made the Zulu regard courage as
the supreme virtue. Yam a Zulu-
speaking African” myself. But
when confronted with the un-
shakeable moral and physical
courage of that gentle little man,
I almost quaked before him.

The next thing I shall remem-
ber about Manilal to the end of
my days was his gentleness. 1
come of a race of warriors and
gentleness is not one of my vir-
tues., But Manilal had a gentle-
negs which religious mystics would
call sweet. You either loved
Manilal or had nothing to do
with him. And-one of the things
which bound you to him was his
very gentle personality,

Up to now I have written of
Manilal as a public man; as a col-
league and co-fighter in the free-
dom struggle. To me personally
he was also a friend and Manilal
was quite serious about. friend-
ship. For reasons which every-
body knows, the African leads a
life of poverty. We arc born into

-it; develop in spite of it and dic

in it. As a result, if 1 go to the
home of a European friend or
Indian friend T cannot hope. to
reciprocate their hospitality in my
shack. T know very many people
might misunderstand the African
here. But the facts of history and
economics are there for all.

Consequently the African tends
to be a little touchy about the
other people’s response (o his
meagre reciprocation of their hos-
pitality. I ami.not a rich man; I
have no desire whatsoever to be
a rich man, but when Manilal
came inta my house you would
think he was walking into a royal
palace—such was his respect for
the dignity and personality of his
fellowmen, and he could respect
them because he was a fully de-
veloped man.

And ‘when you were friends
with him, what he had you could
share. I remember a little inci-
dent which revealed the character’
of this gentle man and his remark-
able wife, Sushila. He was mak-
ing preparation$ for going to jail
and I was helping with the edi:
torial side. 1 got to the Press oné
day wet to the skin. He refused
absolutely to allow me to do any
work before T had had something
hot. We went to the house.
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nearly twice my" ﬁ'}g e

at the idea of seelng !
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brawiy yo

clothes in town. | This'is « smail
incident which will mean nothing
to the outside werld, ' But {5 0¥
in South Africa, whefe yau cafi
not sit on a bench used by Eurgs
peans, where iyou cannot have &
meal in an Indiai restaurant iy @
city like Durban if you arean = o
African, that litile incident means: « bl
such a lot. il

Over the years T learnt o res © il i
spect his iategrity and his being
a good human béing: ‘There were . !
very many things on which we Vot
saw Lhe truth differently. But it s
wias an inspiring experience to i
have a difference of opinion with .
Manilal, He did make errors of A
judgment like other men, but he \
had s the. couraze to admit his i
crtor, :

Our Next lssue

S a mark of respect to

our late Editor,' Mr,
Manilal and also to get the
peace of mind after this
trying ordeal as well as to
give us time to straighten
matters in our press, we
take the liberty of stopping
the issue which would have
been published under nor-
mal circumstances on, the
27th April. Our next issue !
will be published on the 4th
of May, in which we will
publish those tributes and
messages which arrived too
late for this issue. el

3

_ But to me the greatest loss 1
have suffered, and with- me the
whole of South Africa, is ‘that
when he died he was thinking of
changing “Indian- Opinion” - into
a weekly presenting the South
African and not just the Indian
viewpoint. He was courageous in
facing the truth and that made;it
possible for those who wrote in
his paper to face the truth fear-
lessly. '

Even at the time of his death
“Indian Opinion” was an effective
"bridge linking the races. -That
really was one of his most striking
contributions to race harmony.

He leaves the Indian com-
munity with a major respon-
sibility. Are they going to let the
great experiment he had tried out
die for lack of support and by so
doing confirm Strydom’s thesis
that they are not good South Af-
ricans? Or will they allow noth-
ing to come in between the suc-
cess of Manilal’s plans for “In-
dian Opinion”? For, in both

fact and practicg, “Indian Opin- |
ion” and the ideals it:stands for !
are actually the Tndian com- 3

munity’s  finest contribution to-
wards building the South African
nation.
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iy Today, of all days, the joy of giving is uppeﬁ'most in every hean

I g The best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness; to an opponent,

| tolerance; to a friend, your hearl; to your child; a good ‘éxample;

to your father, deference; to your mother, conduct that will make

her proud of you; to yourself, respect; to all men, charitv, mx@ to
your loved ones.?

) | Surely a NEW INDIA PROTECTION P @LEEY
- ~the best of all Gifts. :
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Bookings tor 1st, 2nd, 3rd can be effected by com-: . :
Write For Samples: (Not for Rhodesia) munication with us by telegram or letters;, .. % {*

| ¥ For further particulars apply to—

SHAIK HIMED & SONS (PTY) LT!
39 MARKET STREET, . JOHANNESBURG. Tel. Add. “KARAMAT.”

390 PINE STREET, Telephona;.,20432,
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For an‘. antiseptic to fulfil the exacting conditions of
obstetric, surgical and medical practice it is not
enough that it should kill the gérrs that are the
cause of infection. It must also be safe in use, harm-
less to the delicate human tissues the germs invade.
Such is ‘Dettol’ A

In your own home, whenever mfu:t:on threatens,
learn from the hospitals — rely on Dettol.

DETTOL
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through The School o
will be your greatest mvestment luwards G
success in a well-paid business can:ef.

Your enquiry

‘ ,ycu a FREI’: 72—9455 book *The Dxree’f

Way to Success; with details of The
. School’s Postal Courses; Which include
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Sucieties, B.Cotti. Degree. The :

" ) \ . , # &y ‘ G e thl)
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The School’s successful -methods of
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To: The Chicf Careers Adviser, The School

of ‘Accountancy, (P.O. Box 4592}, ( Z ) |
Johannesburg. Please send me without ob- '
tigation, and post free, a -copy: of the 72.

page ba ok “THE DIRECT WAY TO succsss, ‘

of atin of Sunbeam
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" your hotne. S'ee

the difference for i

<84 !
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45 Years Success/'ul Edjcatlonal Service,
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'y Durban; Box 95, Ladysmith, Natal. sj
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ed Cuticura Talcum
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The

Rites

By Arun Gandhi

Final

A‘i stated elsewhere in this i issue

Mr. Manilal Gandhi passed
on at. 1045 2.m. on Thursday,
5th April.

Shortly before he died I was
sent to fetch the doctor, When 1
got back about ten minutes later
he had expired; the body was
atill warm, Hisskin was always
tender and smooth to the touch
and naturally beautiful, He lay
in bis usual sleeping posture on
tbe high hospital bed, his head
resting on the pillow. My mother
and sister together with some
of the staff, stood near him,
silently sobbing. Iknew I was
co late, His lips were tightly
sealed and his eyes closed in
eternal repose

Ag the news spread in Durban
many friends began to pour in.

We kept'vigﬁ'umil the time of
the funeral: which was arranged
for the same day after much con-
troversy. So serene was the face
and so mellow the halo of the
div.ne light that was kept near the

head that is seemed almost sacri--

ligious to grieve or to fear death.
Hymns were sung and prayers
chanted during that time.

The moment to bathe the body
in accordance with the religious
rites, was unbearably poignant,
bist it had to be done. With the
help of 2 few intimate friends and
relatives we carried father cff the
bed and laid him on a mat on
the floor with the head towards
the north. Whilst undressing him
tne memories of my association
with -him flashed through my
mind, and I could contain myself
no longer. Those knees, those
hands, with the fingers in charac-
tersitic pose, those feet were all
there intact. How difficult it
was te resist the - thought to
have the body embalmed. But
I knew it was absurd to think
in that manner. At the comple-

tion of the rchgmus rites he was

dressed in 2 khadi loin cloth and
a khadi shirt with a white
“Gandhi” cap., We laid him on a
white khadi sheet and decofitj:i
the surroundings with flowers and

close to the place where

religious lamps, Thereafter the
singing of bymas aud the chani-

ing of prayers was resumed,

Several people of all nationalie
ties from far and near came to

pay their last respzcts to :the
departed soul.

The hearse arrived at 4 p.m,
Father was placed in the coffin
and brought out into the yard to
give the African neighbours whe
had congregated outside, an
opportunity to pay their homage.
A prayer was said before the
funeral procession began. A con-
voy of approximately 50 cars
followed the hearse which was
led by two traffic policemen on
motor cylces, .

We reached the Cato Manor
Crematorium at precisely 5.40
p.m. to find a big crowd gathered
there, despite the sudden notice
of the funeral which people ex-
pected would be held the follow-
ing day. |

Before entering the precmcts
of the Crematorium two cocoa-
nuts were offered and a short
prayer was said both inside and
out. After the prayers inside
many prominent personalities of
all communities paid their tribute
and praycd that the departed
soul may rest in peace.

Prior to the cremation - Ghee
was poured into the coffin and
chips of sandle wood was put on
top of the ignited camphor
which was placed on father's
chest. During this ceremony I
had to summon allmy energy to
keep courage and avoid b.reaking
down and weeping. Even to this
day when the sight fleets past my
mind's eye it becomes difficult
to restrain the flow of tears.
When the coffin was wheeled
into the furnace I had to
turn  away as I could bear it
no longer. We were called the
aet morning to collect the ashes.

A short ceremony, when milk was

offered preceded. The ashes
were taken to the Blue Lagoon
and were immersed into the sea,
the

ashes of Mabhatmaji were
mersed exght years back.

e Everyday for thirteen d‘ayhs
prayers for peace to the departed
soul were laid in the morning

BN

and evening in whlch .several
fritnds and neighbours  partis
cipated, These prayers ate still
continued and will be continued
for ever more. :

To Manil

Memorial dervice
Eleventh Day Ceremony In Respect
al Gandhi

N the Thursday morning
following Easter Day, April
5th, Manilal Gandhi breathed
his last, Each eveniog for the ten
days following, a little company
of his friends joined his family in
their evening prayers. -On Friday
the 13th the heavens opened,
the rain poured down filling
waterways with rushing streams,
symbol of the spiritual blessings
to descend ere long. Sunday
dawned with voscate sky; the
earth washed clean and refreshed

by the recent:fain;a guxlle breeze.

stirred the tree.

It was a company of personal
friends that gathered at 10 a.m,
in the place which, less than 2
years before had been chosen for

the opening ceremonies of the

Fiftieth Auniversary of Phoenix
Settlement, .

_The proceeedings opened with
recorded songs and chants, Then
followed Muslim invocations and
prayers in Parsi, A reading was
given in English from the
chapter of the Bhagavad Gita, as
on the day of the Memorial
Service to Bapuji (Mabatma
Gandhi). :

Institute sang in Zulu and
by request rendered in tomes
pnever to be forgotten a
second hymn, with all the moving
grace befitting such an occasion,

Prayers in Gujarati followed and
girls’ voices were heard in song

Tamil and Hindi were other
languages used. A choir of
students from Inanda Seminary
gave expression to the beautiful
hymns, *‘Abide With. Me’ in
English. Gujarati girl voices
were heard again and then Mr,
Sorabji Rustomijes, speaking in
English, addressed the gathering.
The gist of what he said is as
follows: *We are met here to
pray for a beloved friend who
has passed on. The presence of
representatives of all races go to
show with what great affectiop

12th-

Manilal Gandhi was held by the
people living on the Settlement
and in the neighbourhood. We
are conscious tbat the spirit of
Bapuuand the ‘Spirit of hig be-
loved wife Kasturba are here
with :us and by and by the
presence of the spirit of Manilal
too will help us, They have left
us an inheritance of eternal value;
.may we: never fzil to rememb«z
this and seize the cppcmumty

offered to carry on :a the same
lofty spmt. :

&

"Bapmx moulded hxmself kete
i~ South  Africa and Brought
salvation to, ;our  dear mothez-
country, Indxa Let us erulate
the standard set . by him. aod
follow in the way be has led, -

“Iam here to thask you on
behalf of his widow, '(son. and
daughters. They have asked me to
express their thanks to one and all,
You have shown by your presence
your love. Let this be fiot a pass~
ing expression but.prove te be a
love that endures, We have united
here, people of different races,
bound togethcr by a common

. purpose, May we-be'as a strong
Next the students from Oklange -

rope formed of strands from the
different communities, represents

ing all races and holdmg them
together in one;

“And here I would like to
strike a- personal note: Mahatma
Gandh:, with. his sons, and my
father Parsee Rustomjee with his
sons, ]’albhoy and myself bave
lived together as brothers, ' Now
may the third generatian cbminue
in the same way following all that
is good in the lives of Gandhiji,
Kasturba and Manilalbhai,”

After .the speech of M.
Sorabjee. Rustomjee  all present
stood for “closing prayers in
Gujarati: . Gandhiji’s favoufite
hymn “Lead Kindly Light" wes
sung with deep feeling by
Inanda Seminary Choir,
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(Third Son)

LATE. MANILAL-GANDHI
(Second Som)

LATE. MANILAL GANDHI AND FAMILY WITH M/ISS MURIEL LLESTER
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MR. DEVADAS GANDHI
{Youngest Son)

LATE., MR. HARTLAL GANDUHI
(Eldést Son)
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