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INDIAN
SOLDIERS
GETNO
THANKS
— VETERAN

Edwin Naidu

A CELEBRATED Dur-
ban war veteran, who
served in the South Afri-
can Army and fought
with British forces dur-
ing World War 2, said In-
dian soldiers were given
no credit for their role in
the war.

Gurudutt Varma, 75,
chairman of the Indian
and Malay Service Corps,
which this week celebrat-
ed its 50th anniversary,
said discrimination was
rife when soldiers re-
turned from the war.

White South African
soldiers were treated like
royalty, he said.

“Indian soldiers, who
fought shoulder to shoul-
der with whites, received
no credit on their return.
Our men protected the
borders of this country
and helped fight Nazism,
yet we got nothing.”

Mr Varma said Indian
soldiers had to do some-
thing to show people that
they took up arms
against Hitler.
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Old soldier Gurudutt Varma ... Indian war

veterans got nothing.

“People must not for-
get our contribution,” he

said.

“Bombs and bullets do
not discriminate. When
you're on the battlefront,
no one really cares
whether you are black or
white. It’s a pity that that
type of kinship ended
after the war.”

Commenting on post-

war discrimination, he -

said: |
“White soldiers got

homes and jobs and pen-
sions. We got sweet noth-
ing.”

Mr Varma said that at
one stage after their re-
turn Indian soldiers were
not allowed to lay
wreaths at war memori-
als on the same days as
whites.

“We had our turn on
Monday, a day after
whites had theirs on Sun-
day,” he said.
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gm'uc[uﬁ. /e ?/arma, . Clayton Gdns. Home

189 Clayton Road

(Ju:h’ce olp peace) Sydenhn;n

Durban 4091
Phone 289782 : South Africa

GURUDUTT VARMA C.V.

full Name Gurudutt Verme
Home Leangusae riindl
Dzte of Birth 8th. September 1916
dddrees Clayton Gdns. Home 189 Clayton Rd.
Sydenhem Durban 4o091.
Phone Humber 289782
Sducstion Primsry ochool Certificate, Springfield Msthodist

&nd Cearllsle bLt. High Ochool..lerminated Schooling
1929 due to world wide deprecsslon.

iducstlon 1954 Znrolled St. Ives Turf Recearch Institute, Blngley
Yorkshire Zngland. 1956 Awerded Fellowenlp fowel
Hortlcultural Society...Sflected Fellow of Linnean
coclety.

1961. enrolled University of London...Dept. of african X

Oriental Studiecs. Course Indlen & Orlentel art,
dutnenticztion, Valusztion, Indentificstlon,
Reeasrching. ..Ltc.

Identity ©No. 150208 5079 058.
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Employed School Teacher Nstal Sducztion Dept.
Market Gerdener, Wool Grader, Clerk...Dealer in
dindl Booke, Indisn Falntines & Moo,

World dar 1ll...5erved as Sgt. Instructor, Tast afrlce

Middle Zazet, Italye..lete & 2nd. Divisions...

Union Defence Force under Genzral Ds villiers snd

Gencral Klovpsr..Under 1eld Yarchsl Viscount

Monteomery. .8th, Armv 3attle of Alsmain.

1547 Founder decretary Indlon Sx-tervicemen's lLzgsion.

involved, Rehablitslon of Lx-tervicemen, Employment,
Houeing,+Generel welfare.
Lleccted member of Committece Durban Indian Child
Welfars Soclety. i
Letebllished Victory Cartage Co. Lendscape CGsrdeners
& Grassine Contractors.
1554 Left South africa to study Horticulture...Snrolled

‘ St. Ives Turf Research Institute, Bingley Yorkshire
United Fincdom,

1957 “mployed Kew Gerdens London....Jolned Indis League
Invited ge Obeerver World Youth Congress Vierna
dustrigz..."ent to Budepset g Qbserver to witnecs
gftermeth of Russisn dsvestation of thet citv,

357 accepted Memher Rowgl British Leglon..Invited

' Rememberancs Day Cercsmony =2 "51 SHloert Hsll

London on beaslf of South & n Sx- -Servicemen.

Wwith Reprecsentstives of Com zglth Visr Vebterens

Met the [ueen of e

[
\O
N
\te]
¥
',_I
\O
I
(o)

+
|9
e

14

=] O

CHAIRMAN

INDIAN SERVICEMEN & EX.SERVICEMEN'S LEGION.
MEMBER ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

e T e e L PO LT T o,

MEMBER BRITISH MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION
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Jolned Commonveslth Institute. VWorked with 3ritish

Council ond University of London...Froviding Houcing
dccomodation, Welfare to studente from Commonweszlth
countrics.

Enrclled Unlversity of London...Dept. of &Lfricen & Orientsl
otudy.

Wwent to Indle snd Fer Tast..Vielting Art Gslleries,
Museume, Cottege Industries..Meeting Indisn Film

froducers , Directore, Musicisne & Film otsre.

Went by cer with femily extensive tour of Surope, Middle
Tast and Indige.....vicited South African snd Commonwealth
War Grzves in Tavpt.

tetablished Indizsn & Oriental 4rt Centre London...

Leallng in works of art, Faintings, Sculptures Tte.

Purchesing Indisn Works of Art from Sothebys and Christic's
auction Rooms on behalf of cliente, Museums & Art Gsllieries

g
dolding kxhioition of Indien &rt...United Kingdom ana
£.5.C. countries,
ilected Member of British Museums Associetion.
Introduced Indien Art on Passenger & Cruliee Liners
operating from Southampton, Sneland.

Organicsed very lerme Sxhibition of Indian Art in
conjunction with Indlan Tea Bosrd and Govt. of India.
Yuropa Hotel, Grosvenor Squere London. Opened hu Sir A.3.
Pent. Hich Commiseioner of Indisa.

advleer 1o the Govt. of Indis on the Marketing of Art

gnd Hendicrafte to SEC. countriss,

HMade extenslve trip to Indla, Japsn, 3sngkok, Indonesia,
Yalsys znd Nepel.

Invited by King Mahendrs with nighly decoratsd Gurka
Wer Veterans for a re-union st his Peslacs. Msde &
Honorary member of Gurks Rifles....Flew over Mount
Bvercet,

Vielted Durban after en absence of Twenty years...

Gueet speaker at o Meetlng of Indlan Wwar Ve terans,
Himzlaya Hotel....Invited Neval Bese 545 Jalssna..det

Chief of the Nevy...Corresponded with Mr. P, @W. Bothe
Minister of Defence, army treining for Indigns...
Intervisved Mediaz snd 543C.
Contacted Llr Pstrick Well M.P. snd other members of
riouse of Commons. Asking for support for the sunnly o
hesvy ermementes for South Africa...Met lsld Mzrehzsl
Yontgomery et his home in Alton, Hampshire on the irms
“mberro..wrote srticles to the Precss,
Invited by Lord Dsvid Montsomery to ettend the Funersl
vervice of rield Mershal the Viecount Montgomery of
‘Alzmein &t Windsor Cestle Cathedrsl in the presence of
the Queen of England, Royslitles snd dignetries on ben
of Gouth Africen Ey-Servicemen.,
Made rspresentation to the Govt. of Indiz for getablishing
Trade and Cultursl ties with South Africs,
Lffective opposition to the anti-South &frican Postal
Strike in London.
bold Indign &nd Qriental &rt Centre..Continued on part
Lime nsele deslinzg in Orlentsl Antiouitiee =nd fsintince.
arrived in vouth Africs to take up permenent rssidence .
Dlecussed with Durhen City Councll for the estsnlishment
of an Indlen & Criental &rt CGallery...Wrote numerous
. Dreee Reporte.
cupported Cencdldetee For electlion South africen Indisn
Councll, L4756 . AHousE oF DELEGHTIES.

appointed Member of Publicstion Gontrol Bozrd of
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1983 South Africa, by Minileter of Home Affsirs.
Slected member of Aryan Benevolent Home Council.
Teemed with Profesecor Tom Methews, H.0.D, History of
Art, Unlversity of Dbn. Weetville and Mrs. Molly ven Loon,
Principal, Buddhist Institute of South Africe to promote
culture via the medis of Visuel Art. Advising Prof.
Mathews, evaluating, researching and 1dentifying Indien
works of Art.

1985 Appointed Justice of the Peace by the Minlster of
Justlice Hon. HeJ.Coetsee M.P.

1985 Executive Member "Orient in Durban" Exhibition to
co-incide Durban EXPO 85 at Durben Art Gellery for thres
months. Co-Writer Introductlion on Hindu art. Gave talks
gnd lectures on Hindu & Mughsl Art, Psintings spd Icons.

1286 Formed Visual and Creative Arts Associstion..representing
Hindu..Muslim and Buddhilst culturess.
Elected as Chalirmsan.

1987 Held ma jor Exhibition of Indien Vorks of Art et the
Redfern Community Centre...assisted by South Africzn
Hindu Dharam Sabha..Opened by Minister of Educatlon and
Culture in the House of Delezates, Mr. Kassie Ramdut.M.P.

1988 Held Exhibition of Indisn and Oriental VWorks of Art in
gsupport of the Cancer Assoclation of South Africs at the
Westvlille Community Centre to ralse funds.

1988 Elected Vice-Chalrman..Residents Assoclation Clavton
CGardens Home..Advisor Gerdens and Malntenance.

1988. Elected Chalrman Indian War Memorial Committee...To
Complete War Memorlel end Plaque by 1991.

Preesently occupled in the Welfere of Servicemen, Ex-Servicemen,
Pensioners, Disabled and Wldows,

Comtpri o (z/ M. Wau Mot ue (94)
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M BARRED BY (LUB, SA YS
WARTIME HERO-:

By LESLIE GHARLTO
A LONDON member 0
. the Rdyal Britisi Legfo
: rtolay claimed’-

club beca.use he -is
“coloured.

Mr. Gurudluft Varmn. a
South- African-born, ~ Indlan

harticulturist who fought for -

the British in . war-time]
alleged the ban is .being

he - is*
barred. from. a Balham .

Tr‘lmty\

Bee, home today.

When he ' joined Lha
Legion two years ago, Mr.

Varma was told by ical
branch® secntary Stan-
ley Heelan, that would

-not be allowed to “ socialpe "

at the USC “ because it did

Today, Mr. Heelan- said®
“L have now written to the

USC ta ask that thelr com- ‘3

mittee agree to Mr. Varmga

using -the club on our aodal ‘

occasionsa

-l

“Sa far, r.hey have toId mé

they don't have a colour bar,
only that they reserve the

operated by the ' United | not allow non-wlnta to use | nght of admission.'t
Services Club’s Gothic Lodge_ it.” Mr. Fred Humphris, the
in Devonshire Road. Later- he wmte- “T regret | Usc secretary, - sald:” “We.
. _Mr, V 's- Balham and | that the situation regar & | defnitely do  not have-
© Clapham, ritish = Legion coloumd peoph still SDI-‘l-lEI .colour bar, though like
. branch colleagues use the ( at the O private * club we reserve
club . for - their.. monthly |. “It is allen to the aimg' of right of entry.”" :
social gatherings. . the Royal British Legion, but Mr. Varma said? -“When
am’ not allowed to | as we are guests at the duty } the British. needed. people
: nt'tend with them,” said Mr. | we have to abide - by Heir | lke me, we. gave our ser:
- Varma, - sged 6L at. his. | rules”. s . & "y . | vices and our-livea” )
£ . --uA--\ = Fw . - N el I .
il ?-—b& I 7'7 S
N zo,ﬂw /—Qem m;, 'fﬁnfDM

'pa

DOCLIE
ﬂnfaerd"y irﬂ Eur-éan-mdfvi[&

ACCESSION RO..4 .@.s;(z..m
/

TN CENTRE
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THE OBSERVER.

by CHARLES Guss "f ]

A 6l YE?’I};‘(‘)LI}; lz?d“m'
veteran @ ¢' pajtle-q
tBl Alamein has been dqnieﬁ
access tp the United Sery
viees Clpb, Balbam, pouth’
Londoan,{- b.caun f' u
colour.\

' The club Is used as a loan.l\
-r..nun y the local branch of}

British Legion 10
'whl m‘dr Gurudutt Varma

nﬁ;mwu told h_y the' Leglon
cotnmitiee when he Jomed in
975 that the United §

}ub arated a colour bay. M '

vit Mr Varma, the pnly‘
nens hue member

Lq'lnn r-m:h hu noverhee {
ns : In Gathic

lHuuu, Old Dovoruhlro Raad,.
wahcro hLIeainn membgeys" g0
after their meetings in Baipt
Andrew's church hall. But
until recently he waa uny l
to 'do an thma nbou; u«ﬂ
cause of iliness
After discovering theg ‘Mr.
Varma had talked to-the
Press and written to - the
leuders of the thres main
1 politcal parties to protest at
Eu u'nmum both the Club
'pn the Region' branch
agroed late on Friday night
to hold a joint meeting of
;omml:uu e, ‘dhcpu Hhey

© MrV 9 ﬁut lndl.rﬂ
volunteer lnth South
African Army during World
War II, served with’ British
forces in Ethiopia, Italy an
Burma, and was attached
the British 8th Army in North

Africa.

*Our-bodles are lying all
the way from El Alamein to
Benghaal. No one asked us
then not to die because af
our skin' former Sergeant-
instructor Varma said.

In a letter to him, Le loa
branch secretary Stanley
lan wrou A ¢ nﬁrn to tnform i
you .that the sltuation con-,
corning golpured people still
appllf at United Services

Balham. As you will
arpucuu. this Is completaly:
ien 1o the aims of the Royul
British Legion, but as we are
only! guests ut the club we
huvg 1o hooour their rules
-hhough we do noz agrea vnth l
them,'.-

J

SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 1977:

Army man
“barred at .
“Legion . i

. EX- lNDIAN mrvlcqman Mr|.
Guruddt Varma has besn-barred
from club drinking with British
Legion mates. for .tha .past.two|"..

.. years because he is non-whita, - .

2+ And this week the 61-year-old

" war veteran was outraged to find

* that the ban still holds fast ~

* despite his appeal to the top brass | -
of the Tooting and Clapham

* branch of the British'Lagion to let k
him fall in m&h t.hq reat of his
colleagues, -7: -

“I'm very hurt ll'ld disgusted at
the way I have been treated. [ fael

+ that if Indians werp regarded
. good ensugh te dip for Br'.a.ln, §|

‘rl.hmtbqkdqnouxhltouhn "
“atand and suppart .me,” said Mr
Varma at his home in Trinity

" Creacent, Tooting Bec, 1.

* But.the Tooting branch secre-
tary of the Legion Mr Stanley
Heelan .said that the “no non. |:

** whites" rule ia not their policy but }*
e &"ﬁ“ﬁﬁ“"

: W 0y the

. Devonshire Road
But’ tho- United. Sarvieu Club |
socretary’ Mr Frederick Humphris

+ retorted: '“It's a load of old

rubbish.- Wa'have never discriml-
nated In this way. Musicians and

. dart players of all colours yse mu
« hall. Il have to talk ‘to the

1‘ -secretary” of the Lu;mq “ahgut.
m“n-—n—nﬂ--... &1

i

G—A.__A'-.A-....__ e

DOCL AR TION CENTRE
unfuér:if'fy :,/ Eusgan- wgifm'fz

ACCESSION NO... 492,260
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POLTON PREMCHAND

95

ARENA PARK,

Mr Premchand Polton is an efficial of the ABH
and a retired educator. He is married to Mayawathie
and the couple have three children: Ishara who is
married and is on temporary transfer to Australia;
Alkashnee is married in Stamford Hill and Rishan.
Mr Polton completed his Natal Teacher's Diploma

A B E

FOOURDBDATEION

in 1963 at the Springfield College of Education, the
B A degree at UNISA in 1974, the B Ed at the
same university in 1976, a Diploma in Radio and
TV Servicing in 1972 and a Diploma in Computer
Upgrades and Repairs in 1997. He became a
Member of the ABH Council in 1982, and has held
the positions of Chairman of the Staffing and
Human Resources Committee, Chairman of the
ABH Fair Management Committee, Chairman of
the Children's Services Committee, Chairman of
Radio ABH, and Deputy President. Mr Polton is
currently the President of the Arya Yuvuk Sabha He
has been a teacher, a Junior Primary Head of
Department, Lecturer at the Springfield College of
Education, Deputy Principal, and a Principal - from
which position he retired in 1997.

COMPEXXDIUGMAN

VARMA GURUDUTT RUGHUVIR

96

SYDENHAM

Mr Gurudutt Rughuvir
Varma was born in
Springfield, Durban, on
8 September 1916. He
was the son of G
Rughuvir Varma, a
dealer in Sanskrit and
Hindi books, paintings
and sculpture, who was
the Secretary of the
Indian Market and
Squatters Association from 1922 to 1924.

Mr Varma was educated at the Springfield
Methodist School and the Carlisle Street High
School. From 1929 to 1939 he was employed
variously as a market gardener, wool grader, dealer
in Hindi books and paintings, and finally as a
teacher with the Natal Education Department. In
World War II, Mr Varma served as Sergeant

Instructor, and was appointed Organising Secretary
i of the Indian Ex-Serviceman's Legion. He was
| awarded the Fellowship of the Royal Horticultural
© Society and joined India in an invitation to the

World Youth Congress in Vienna, Austria. In 1958
he was temporarily employed at Kew Gardens,
London. Thereafter he went to India and the Far
East, visiting art galleries, museums, and cottage
industries in relation to art and handicraft, and
returned to London to establish an Indian and
Oriental Art Centre. He was later made a member
of the British Museums Association.

Mr Varma continued on various international visits
in pursuit of his interest in art and participated in
its active promotion through his links with various
art institutions. On his return to South Africa in
1981 to take up permanent residence, he was

_ appointed as a Member of the Publications Control

Board and later as a Justice of the Peace. He
pursued his interest in art by. inter alia, forming
the Visual and Creative Arts Association of Durban.
He was elected Chairman of the Indian Servicemen
and Ex-Servicemen's Legion, and was Treasurer
of the Clayton Gardens Residents Association. His
son Rajendra is a quantity surveyor in England,
daughter Urmila Devi a sociologist in Greece, and
the other son Kumar is an architect in London.

R
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THE GRAPHIC

WHEN, 13 a young lad, Guru-
. dutt Varma had to keep a
lookout for leopards (which
~ infested Burman Bush at the
time) while he lugged his
plle of wood to his fathers’
shack in Alpine Road, Spring-
field, it is doubtful whether
he envisaged the myriad of
achievements he would notch’
up in the years which lay
ahead of-him. This week this

- called some of the highlights
of his life while sitting in
an lsipingo flat - where he is
spending a well-deserved re-
tirement,

Gurudutt’s father came

_from India and ran a book-
stall which carried mainly
Hindi and Sanskrit literature

. 2t the Indian Market. He did
his primary schooling at the

. _Springfield Methodist School

. - but had to leave school after

| - completing Std. 4 because his

f - father's business went insol-

. " vent.

“My first job after leaving

- school ‘was caddying at the

Royal Durban Golf Club

" -where I carned one shilling
+-and sixpence a day,

“1 later joined the Wool-
brokers Federation where 1

+ was employed as 3 wool gra-

der,” recalled Mr Varma.

“° " yearned to complete

my education and to pursue

a career in medicine but at

the time could-not afford the

- ‘cost of attending Sastri Col

7 lege.

“After leaving the Wool-
broker's Federation | drove
~ taxis until my eldest brother,
who was the principal at the
R.C. Naidoo School, arranged
for me to work as a locum

. —

A LIFE OF
'WANDERING

.65-year-old, gentcel man re- -

teacher — which 1dld for four
years.

“I then left to work on
my brother-in-law’s sugar farm
in the Insnembe district. This
for me was the tuming point
in my life because it allowed
me for the first time to get to

~grips with my first love ~

namely gardening, In a shont
time 1 had mastered most of
the farming techniques as well
as the use of the farming
equipment and vehicles,” he *
said.

IN THE ARMY

At the outbreak of World
War Il Mr Varma went back to
teaching and it was during this
period that he was instrumen-
tal in banding together several
of his colleagues, students and
friends” who were willing to
enlist,

“An appeal went out in the
local press asking for members
of the Indian community to
enlist. In fact [ was the first
Indian male to sign on for
the Indian Services Corps with
Maj. A.C, Stead as jts head,
I was later to become Major
Stead’s second in the recruit-
ing campaign.

“While training at the
Crown Mines, 1 was incarcera-
ted for four days and court-
martialled for leading a pro-
test march of trainees who
were disillusioned when they
found that the camp condi-~
tions and facilities did not
match up to their expecta-
tions. All tumed out well,
however, when | laid out cur
grievances before the Com.
manding Officer, Col. Morris.

“In 1940 the Corps set
sail for East Africa where we
took part in the campaign and

Mr Varma has recently return-
ed from Great Britain, where
he has gained distinction as a

homeopath, horticultunist,
acapuncture specialist and
arthritis researcher. He is a
member of many associations
amongst which are the Arthr-
tis and Rheumatism Research
Council of Great Britain and
the Royal British Legion.

where 1 was promoted to a
Sergeant instructor. We were
later moved to the Middle
East,

“Then came a gpell In
North Africa where I served
in the Eighth Allied Army un-
der  Field Marshall Mont-
gomery. ‘After EI Alamein we
were shipped to Italy where
we took part in the Italian
Campaign,” said Mr Varma.

4 On his return to South
Africa he was posted to Piet
Retief where he controlled the
discharge  of

Indian  ex-
servicemen.
BUSINESS
After his’ discharge Mr

Varma became the -secretary
for the Indian Ex-Servicemen's
League, He started a cartage
contracting business — the
Victory Cartage Company.

"I soon realised that there
was a need for gardening ser-
vices in Natal and this led to

-welfare and  social  werk. I

.did jury service at the local

*Old Balley. OQut of my i+
 health grew an interest in res |

| grimages to all the holy shrines

my expanding the business to
include the supply of soil,
turfing and landscaping, Asan
Indian, however, I could not
tender for contracts offered
by the Provineial Administra-
tion and the Durban Munici-
pality,

After many years of effort
and & meeting with the Ad-
ministrator of Matal Mr D.G.
Shepstone, [ eventually won
through and contracted to
provide turfing and top soil
for many major projects.

“My interest in this as-
pect of gardening led to my
selling the business and set-
ting off to Great Britain
where 1 enrolled at the St,
Ives Turf Research Institute
where 1 later obtained a
diploma in horticulture, which
was awarded under the
auspices of the Royal Horti-
cultural Society,

FELLOW

“After this 1 was made a
fellow of the Linnean Society.
I studied further and did re-
scarch at the Kew Gardens
Herbarium where I was also
employed,

“[ had to stop work at the
Kew Gardens after a few years
because the cold climate ag-
gravated my rheumatism — an
ailment which 1 had con-
tracted during the war.

“By this time [ had set
up home in London and
needed to find another source
of income¢. There was at the
time a dire lack of accommo-
dation for non-White students
in London and this led ‘to
my next business venture. 1
bought several properties in
Londen and set them up as
bed-sitters which I let out fo
students in need of accommo-
dation, After several years in
this business | was forced 1o
sell up most of these proper-
ties since my rheumatism and
arthritis had become worse,™
said Mr Varma.

Together with his family
Mr Varma went on several
trips to the East. While in
India he developed a keen
interest in Indian art and saw
the potential of marketing art
works in Europe and Great
Britain. Since he did not have
a deep knowledge of the art
world he enrolled at the
School of African and Orien-
tal Studies in London. He
converted the basement of
his house into a warchouss
and established the Indian
and Oriental Art Centre. He
was granted a licence to im-
port art works and curios from
India which he sold via duty-
free “shops on board ships
operating from Southampton.

SOCIAL WORK

“With more time on my
hands | was able now to de-
vote much of my enexgy to

juinled the: Royal ‘Britith Le-
gion and  the Wandsworth'
Shooting Association. 1 also

Crown courts as well a3 at the{

seasch’into arthritis and rhew
matism. )

-“On one of my trips to the
Far East 1 spent, time study-
ing the ancient art of acupunc-
ture. At home 1 worked on
improving - my knowledge of
Indian amd other herbal reme-
dies,” said Mr Varma.

Owing 1o his steadily fafl-
ing health Mr Varma disposed
of his busincs in 1973 and de-
voted several years to further
travelling. He has made ‘pit

in the East.and Middle East,
During his tour of India he
attended the 4th Reunion of
the Gurkha Regiment and was
made an honorary member. I

“I have decided to return
to South Africa to spend my
retirement here. For me this
will not be a period of inac-
tivity but rather one in which
1 hope to continue my study
of homeopathy and to become

involved in welfare work. I
also intend writing and am at
present working on a book on
the role of the Indian service-
man in South Africa,”™ con-
cluded Mr Varma.
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Mr Gurudutt Varma

| CRISIS

;

INUK
NOT
SAYS
VISITOR

Daily News Reporter
A LONDON. member of
the Royal British- Legion
and- ex-South  Africair

Indian  serviceman, Mr
Guruduft Varma, said in
Durban this week * that
Britain’s current social
crisis was not
irretrievable.

The war hero said
though former Tory MP
Mr Enoch Powell
predicted *“rivers of
hlood™ 13 years ago; |
Britain had not reached
the apocalypse.

"*‘Mrs Thatcher's
Government must first
recognise that the recent
rioting revealed a genuine
grievance of the people.

“It has further
compelled, her to take a '
relock at her economic
policies particularly. in
respect of creating jobs,
curbing police harassment
of blacks and ameliorating
their living conditions,”
Mr Varma said. - .

Here on a visit after an
absence of 25 years the
former horticulturist first
went to Britain to further
his interest in this field.

Mr Varma said the
appearance of political
stability in South Africa
was in stark contrast to the
deterjiorating race
reiations :n Britain.

Flattered

“I was flattered by the |
‘hospitality and the|
fellowship - among  the
different Tace groups, If
this s:gnified what co-

’ existence iz ail about, the
| Government should take a
vure. he said.

Reminiszing  ever the

| early years of his career in .
i " Erass planting“- which
saw him later elecfed as a
Yellow of the Royal
Horticultural Society, Mr =
Varma recalled how
“apartheid prohibited me
from tendering for
$-.contracts with the Natal
Administration”. :

The man -who recalls
“first planting the hallowed
turf of Kings Park rugby
stadium, said the .race
restrictions farced him to
nominate a  white
pensioner at a fee of £15 a
week to gain contracts
from the Province for. its
schools and roads.

“Yet a few years earlier
I was defending this
country in the trenches of
Tripoli, El Alamein. East
Africa and the Middle East
as a member of the Indian
Service, Malay and Cape
Corps,” he said.

Mr Varma, who sports a
member's badge of the
Fourth Gurkha Regiment
and British Legion as well
MOTHs of England, spoke
of his attendance at the
funeral of Lord
Montgomery .and his
invitation by the royal
family to be at the service
for Lord Mountbatten.

Business

‘Before he embarked on
his career in horticulture,
he taught for a short while
and was a parttime scribe
contributing to journals
such as JYianga-Lase and
the former Cape Standard
and Sun.

After aefiring from
horticulture Mr Varma
went inta business
importing emnd  selling
goods from India. :

He also 'sold his

wares at Nato bases in
Europe and was a member
of the Commonwealth
Inititute promoting Indian
art. _
" *During this time ' I
became a ‘broker’, liaising
between the Indian
Government and South
Africa in my -personal
capacity for improved
relations between the two
countries. - "

“l  received the
commendation of former
Foreign Affairs Mipgister,
Dr Hilgard Muller and
former State President, Mr
. Jdohn°® Vorster, for my
efforts in seeking closer
ties between the
countries.”

Scarred by wounds
suffered m -World War 2
-and not enjoving good
health, Mr Varma intends
resettling 1n Scuth Africa.
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